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OUTSTANDING BILLS
Pursuant to Senate Rule 3-23, all bills or resolutions remaining on the table as of October 31 of the first year 
and at the end of session shall be made Inexpedient to Legislate at that time.

SB 14-FN, relative to the penalty for certain fentanyl-related offenses; relative to establishing a mandatory mini-
mum sentence for the crime of distribution of a controlled drug with death resulting; and relative to amending 
the penalties for the possession and use of a quantity of psilocybin for persons 18 years of age or older.
SB 17-FN, relative to insurance cost-sharing calculations.
SB 20-FN, relative to payment by the state of a portion of retirement system contributions of political sub-
division employers.
SB 21-FN, relative to establishing a New Hampshire state trooper recruitment loan debt relief program and 
making an appropriation therefor.
SB 35-FN, making an appropriation for rail trail project matching funds.
SB 38-FN, relative to state recognition of biological sex.
SB 59-FN, establishing a recruitment incentive program within the community college system for public safety 
communicators and dispatchers and making an appropriation therefor.
SB 64-FN, relative to an appropriation to the department of justice for the purpose of funding the New 
Hampshire child advocacy centers.
SB 70-FN, creating a mobile driver’s license and non-driver identification card.
SB 81-FN, increasing the annual real estate transfer tax revenue contribution and making an appropriation 
to the affordable housing fund.
SB 86-FN, relative to the housing finance authority’s affordable housing guarantee program.
SB 113-FN-A, making appropriations to the department of health and human services for homeless services 
and homeless prevention.
SB 114-FN-A, making appropriations to the department of health and human services to support community 
and transitional housing through community mental health centers.
SB 115-FN, making an appropriation for regional drinking water infrastructure.
SB 116-FN, relative to the Pillsbury Lake Village District community water system, and making an appro-
priation therefor.
SB 117-FN-A, making an appropriation to the department of education to fund the online tutoring program.
SB 120-FN, relative to insurance coverage for biomarker testing.
SB 122-FN, relative to financial eligibility for the Medicare savings program.
SB 125-FN, relative to clinical eligibility criteria for nursing facility and home and community based care.
SB 127-FN-A, relative to public guardianship and the office of the public guardian and making appropriations 
to the department of health and human services.
SB 128-FN, relative to children’s mental health services for persons 18 years of age and younger.
SB 131-FN-A, relative to long-term care eligibility and making an appropriation therefor.
SB 132-FN, relative to health insurance coverage for prosthetics.
SB 135-FN, relative to rate setting parity for Medicaid state plan case management services.
SB 137-FN, relative to hospital stays covered under the state Medicaid plan.
SB 158-FN, raising the funding cap for the New Hampshire community development finance authority.
SB 168-FN-LOCAL, regulating online gambling and directing net proceeds to the education trust fund, the 
general fund, and to reimburse municipalities for elderly, disabled, blind, and deaf tax exemptions.
SB 181-FN, relative to workers’ compensation for firefighters with cancer.
SB 199-FN, relative to establishing a new recruitment and retention program for new New Hampshire state 
troopers.
SB 227-FN, relative to site setbacks for landfills.
SB 238-FN, establishing the adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) prevention and treatment program and 
making an appropriation to the department of health and human services for this purpose.
SB 239-FN, appropriating funds to the fish and game department for continuing environmental review and 
to cover a deficit for previously instituted salary increases.
SB 240-FN-A, making an appropriation to the department of environmental services for eligible water projects.

SENATE
JOURNAL  18 (continued)	 October 23, 2025
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SB 242-FN, relative to the cost of living adjustments for certain group II retirees in the New Hampshire 
retirement system.
SB 244-FN-A, relative to expanding access to primary health care services, increasing the size of the health 
care workforce, and making appropriations therefor.
SB 246-FN, providing maternal depression screening for new mothers; increasing access to health care services 
for new mothers; enabling new parents to attend infant pediatric medical appointments; and developing a 
plan for perinatal peer support certification.
SB 255-FN, establishing and developing crisis stabilization services.
SB 264, relative to the therapeutic cannabis program.
SB 274-FN, establishing a 4-year pilot program to improve rail trails in New Hampshire, including the 
establishment of 2 funds, the rail trails program fund and the emergency trail repair fund, and making ap-
propriations therefor.
SB 276-FN, relative to raising the research and development tax credit.
SB 277-FN, relative to the application of utility property taxes and statewide education property taxes to 
electric generating facilities.
SB 279-FN, establishing the housing champion business loan program and making appropriations to the 
department of business and economic affairs and the business finance authority.
SB 286-FN, creating the New Hampshire office of film and creative media.
SB 288, establishing an advisory council on the system of care for healthy aging in New Hampshire.
SB 290-FN, relative to the definition of “torture” in animal abuse cases.
SB 296, increasing the percentage of nonpublic school scholarships awarded to students who qualify for the 
federal free and reduced-price meal program.
SB 303, directing the commissioner of the department of education to compile a report on the effects of the 
dissolution of the United States Department of Education on New Hampshire and its residents.
SB 304, directing the commissioner of the department of business and economic affairs to assemble a report 
on the effects of tariffs on Canada and New Hampshire residents.
HB 51, relative to hemp-derived cannabinoids and the definition of cannabis in therapeutic cannabis.
HB 53, permitting qualifying patients and designated caregivers to cultivate cannabis for therapeutic use.
HB 63, relative to the use of nasal spray to treat anaphylaxis.
HB 75-FN, legalizing cannabis for persons 21 years of age or older.
HB 188-FN, relative to contempt of the general court.
HB 190-FN, relative to therapeutic cannabis possession limits.
HB 198-FN, relative to legalizing certain quantities of cannabis and establishing penalties for the smoking 
or vaping of cannabis in public.
HB 207-FN, relative to repealing the prohibition on the possession or sale of blackjacks, slung shots, and 
metallic knuckles except by or to minors.
HB 223, relative to licensing requirements for health care facilities that operate within 15 miles of a critical 
access hospital.
HB 226-FN, relative to the use of drug checking equipment.
HB 276, establishing a liquor license where beverages, wine, and liquor can be sold without food.
HB 301, relative to cultivation locations for alternative treatment centers.
HB 380-FN, relative to penalties for criminal violations of the therapeutic use of cannabis.
HB 381-FN, limiting liability for certain design features of firearms.
HB 445, establishing a study commission to examine the causes of and ways to alleviate the shortage of law 
enforcement officers in New Hampshire.
HB 482-FN, relative to the penalty for driving over 100 miles per hour.
HB 528-FN, amending the penalties for the possession and use of psilocybin for persons 18 years of age or older.
HB 616-FN, relative to the confiscation of animals from persons suspected of or charged with abuse of animals 
and establishing a committee to study the animal cruelty statutes.
HB 653-FN, establishing a pilot program within the department of education to implement alternatives to 
restraint and seclusion of students.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS
The committee on Enrolled Bills has examined and found correctly Enrolled the following entitled House 
and/or Senate Bills:

HB 778-FN, authorizing the director of the police standards and training council to detail law enforcement 
training specialists employed by the council for law enforcement and crowd control services and relative to 
disability retirement benefits.
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Senator Avard moved adoption of the Report of Committee on Enrolled Bills. Adopted in recess.

Out of Recess. Call the Senate to Order.

MOTION TO ADJOURN FROM LATE SESSION
Senator Birdsell moved that the Senate adjourn from the Late Session.

Adopted. Adjournment from the Late Session.

SENATE
JOURNAL 1	 January 7, 2026

CONVENING DAY
The Senate reconvened at 10:00 a.m., a quorum being present.

The Reverend Mark Warren, Chaplain to the Senate, offered the following prayer:

Good Morning, Senators. It is a privilege to be with you again and get to serve as your chaplain. I am just 
going to say this once at the beginning of this session. I am here for you beyond just a prayer. Republican. 
Democrat. Just know that if you need additional support, it is my privilege to serve you. That is what I am 
here for, just reach out to Tammy and the Clerk’s Office and we will be happy to connect. And also, I know 
there is going to be a moment, and Senator Ward, my deepest condolences to you.

So let us pray,

Lord we just start here with an expectation of a New Year, with a sense of excitement, but also may be a 
little overwhelmed with the work that is before the Senate. With the many, many bills that are before them, 
Lord I pray that they would have the wisdom and discernment to know how to tackle those. In a world that 
is changing so rapidly, we need your guidance and your wisdom to know how to discern, how to navigate 
those new bills.

Lord I pray a special blessing over these Senators as they give of their time, they are instrumental to the 
work and prosperity of this state, and for them we are grateful. Lord as we enter this new season, this new 
session, I pray that you go before each Senator with grace and peace and, today, Lord, there is a lot going 
on. I pray peace over this room.

In your name we pray, Amen.

MOMENT OF SILENCE
PRESIDENT CARSON: Many of you know that I tend to think of us as a family. Sometimes we get along, 
sometimes we don’t. But we care about ourselves. We care about each other very, very much. And we all 
know that for many of us, we can’t do the things we do without the help and support of our families at home 
as well. And I want to inform all of you, we lost a member of our family earlier this week. Senator Ward, her 
husband, Fred, passed away. So if we could please have a moment of silence to honor Fred Ward.

Senator Birdsell led the Pledge of Allegiance.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
PRESIDENT CARSON: We have the Junior Spartans Cheer Team here today and I have a resolution for 
them. As you can see, that is a big trophy, and there is actually a crown there too. So this is awesome. We 
have a New Hampshire Senate Resolution:

Be it known that the New Hampshire Senate extends its congratulations to the Jr. Spartans Midnight 
Reign Cheer Team, in recognition of: winning first place in the 2025 Pop Warner Cheer and Dance 
Championship, besting eight other teams from across the country. And be it further known that the New 
Hampshire Senate extends its best wishes for continued success. Congratulations for all of your hard work 
and for that trophy. This is just amazing. Thank you. People think it’s easy. That’s because you make it 
look easy, but it’s not, so congratulations. Thank you.

(The Chair recognized Senator Rosenwald.)
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SENATOR ROSENWALD: Here comes a group of young men who are real champions. Big team. Come on in. 
This is the Bishop Guertin Boys Varsity Soccer Team. And we have a Senate Resolution:

Be it known that the New Hampshire Senate extends its congratulations to Bishop Guertin Boys Soccer 
team in recognition: of winning the Division I soccer championship. Defeating Nashua South 1-0 in a 
double overtime thriller. And be it further known that the New Hampshire Senate extends its best wishes 
for continued success. Congratulations.

PRESIDENT CARSON: I have some guests here this morning. I would like to introduce the Honorable Tony 
Labranche. Tony was a former student of mine at Nashua Community College. He also ran for the House and 
served for one term in the House, and I want to extend my best wishes to Tony as he heads back to George-
town to work on his graduate degree. So please welcome him to the New Hampshire Senate.

(The Chair recognized the Sergeant-at-Arms.)

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS: I recognize the Honorable David Scanlan, Secretary of State.

(The Chair recognized the Honorable David M. Scanlan, Secretary of State.)

SECRETARY OF STATE SCANLAN: Thank you, Madam President, and members of the Senate. It is a 
real honor and a privilege for me to appear before you today to commemorate and present to you the actual 
manuscript of the 1776 New Hampshire Constitution. It is in this case right here in case you haven’t had the 
opportunity to see it. Along with the manuscript itself is the waistcoat that Josiah Bartlett wore back in the 
time. And then there is also a signed letter from President George Washington to the State of New Hampshire 
that is also in that case. So to help commemorate the event, we have a brief presentation we would like to make 
for you, please feel free to be seated. Your predecessors, citizens of the State of New Hampshire convened in 
what they call the colonial congress in Exeter, New Hampshire. And on Monday, this past Monday was the 
250th anniversary. But on January 5, they voted to pass what was effectively a declaration of independence 
and a constitution, creating our government. So with that I’d like to invite Ashley Miller our State Archivist 
to make some comments about what the climate was like at that time period.

ASHLEY MILLER: Thank you, good morning. Two-hundred and fifty years ago on January 5, 1776, the 
people of New Hampshire took a step that forever changed the course of American History. In the midst of 
uncertainty, conflict and revolution, they did something extraordinary, they created their own constitution. In 
doing so, New Hampshire became the first colony to establish a government independent of British rule. This 
bold and deliberate act was not only a response to crisis. It was a declaration of principle, a commitment to 
self-government, and a powerful statement of faith in the people. By the latter part of 1775, New Hampshire’s 
colonial government had effectively collapsed. Royal Governor, John Wentworth, a loyal servant of the crown, 
had worked to maintain British authority in the colony, even as public resistance grew stronger. His enforce-
ment of unpopular royal policies, including those that led to the Pine Tree Riot, combined with his increasing 
reliance on British military power to suppress dissent, alienated many New Hampshire residents. Events 
such as the raids on Fort William and Mary made it unmistakably clear that the governor now longer held 
the confidence or consent of the governed. As tensions escalated, Wentworth dissolved the colonial assembly, 
and in June of 1775, fled New Hampshire to seek protection from the British military. His departure left the 
colony without any recognized civil authority. Courts could not function. Laws could not be enforced. Every-
day governance ground to a halt. At a time when stability was desperately needed, New Hampshire found 
itself without a government at all. Yet rather than descend into chaos, the people of New Hampshire acted 
with remarkable resolve. Through the provincial congress, an assembly chosen by towns across the colony. 
Leaders gathered to confront an urgent question. How could order, justice, and liberty be preserved without 
a king or a royal governor? Their answer was revolutionary in both spirit and structure. On January 5, 1776, 
the provincial congress adopted a constitution that placed governing power firmly in the hands of the people. 
New Hampshire’s action did not occur in isolation. News of this constitution spread beyond its borders. Of-
fering both inspiration and proof to other colonies that independence was not merely an abstract ideal but a 
workable reality. Six months later, the Continental Congress would adopt the Declaration of Independence. 
But New Hampshire had already shown what independence could look like in practice. As we commemorate 
this 250th anniversary, we honor more than a document. We honor the courage of ordinary people; farmers, 
merchants, artisans, and town leaders, who understood that liberty requires responsibility, participation, and 
the rule of law. They did not wait for permission to govern themselves. They stepped forward, trusted one 
another and built a government grounded in consent. Thank you.

FORMER SPEAKER STEPHEN SHURTLEFF: We, the members of the Congress of the Colony of New Hamp-
shire, chosen and appointed by the free suffrages of the people of said colony, and authorized and empowered 
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by them to meet together, and use such means and pursue such measures as we should judge best for the 
public good; and in particular to establish some form of government, provided that measure should be recom-
mended by the Continental Congress: And a recommendation to that purpose having been transmitted to us 
from the said Congress: Have taken into our serious consideration the unhappy circumstances, into which 
this colony is involved by means of many grievous and oppressive acts of the British Parliament, depriving 
us of our natural and constitutional rights and privileges; to enforce obedience to which acts a powerful fleet 
and army have been sent to this country by the ministry of Great Britain, who have exercised a wanton and 
cruel abuse of their power, in destroying the lives and properties of the colonists in many places with fire 
and sword, taking the ships and lading from many of the honest and industrious inhabitants of this colony 
employed in commerce, agreeable to the laws and customs a long time used here.

The sudden and abrupt departure of his Excellency John Wentworth, Esq., our late Governor, and several 
of the Council, leaving us destitute of legislation, and no executive courts being open to punish criminal of-
fenders; whereby the lives and properties of the honest people of this colony are liable to the machinations 
and evil designs of wicked men. Therefore for the preservation of peace and good order, and for the security 
of the lives and properties of the inhabitants of this colony, we conceive ourselves reduced to the necessity 
of establishing a form of government to continue during the present unhappy and unnatural contest with 
Great Britain; protesting and declaring that we never sought to throw off our dependence upon Great Britain, 
but felt ourselves happy under her protection, while we could enjoy our constitutional rights and privileges. 
And that we shall rejoice if such a reconciliation between us and our parent State can be effected as shall be 
approved by the Continental Congress, in whose prudence and wisdom we confide. I thank you. Thank you 
Madam President.

SECRETARY OF STATE SCANLAN: Thank you Steve. So that document went on to create a government, 
a temporary government until the 1784 Constitution was passed. But what it did was it created a House of 
Representatives, overseen by a speaker, and it created a Council, overseen by a president, your predecessors. 
So here we are two-hundred and fifty years later, where that experiment in citizen controlled government 
has withstood the test of time and you are the ones that are the keepers of that trust at the moment. I’ll just 
conclude by saying that while I know I won’t be here, I look forward to the next two-hundred and fifty years 
of self-governance.

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
Senator Birdsell offered the following Resolution:

RESOLVED, That in accordance with the list in the possession of the Senate Clerk, the following legislation 
shall be by this resolution read a first and second time by the therein listed titles and referred to the therein 
designated committees. Adopted.

First and Second Reading and Referral
26-2210
CACR 11, relating to sheriffs. Providing that no person shall hold the office of county sheriff after he or she 
has attained the age of 75 years. (Reardon, Dist 15; Abbas, Dist 22; Judiciary)

26-2117
CACR 12, relating to voting on broad-based taxes.
Providing that a supermajority vote of the general court shall be required to enact any broad-bases taxes. 
(Lang, Dist 2; McGough, Dist 11; Innis, Dist 7; Gray, Dist 6; Gannon, Dist 23; McConkey, Dist 3; Sullivan, 
Dist 18; Abbas, Dist 22; Avard, Dist 12; Birdsell, Dist 19; Murphy, Dist 16; Rochefort, Dist 1; Pearl, Dist 17; 
Ricciardi, Dist 9; Finance)

26-2041
SB 400, relative to duties and reporting requirements of the therapeutic cannabis medical oversight board. 
(Gannon, Dist 23; Birdsell, Dist 19; Rochefort, Dist 1; Pearl, Dist 17; Barbour, Hills. 35; Creighton, Hills. 30; 
Vose, Rock. 5; L. Walsh, Rock. 15; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2050
SB 401-FN, relative to removing an obsolete annual reporting requirement by municipal overseers of public 
welfare to the department of health and human services and repealing the department of health and human 
services reporting requirement on 10-year demographic cost projections. (Gray, Dist 6; Lang, Dist 2; Execu-
tive Departments and Administration)



	 SENATE  JOURNAL  7  JANUARY  2026	 7

26-2148
SB 402-FN, eliminating certain non-compete agreements for physician associates. (Gannon, Dist 23; McGough, 
Dist 11; Prentiss, Dist 5; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Watters, Dist 4; Sullivan, Dist 18; Avard, Dist 12; Birdsell, 
Dist 19; Rochefort, Dist 1; Fenton, Dist 10; Reardon, Dist 15; Pearl, Dist 17; Long, Hills. 26; Vose, Rock. 5; 
M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Weyler, Rock. 14; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2007
SB 403, requiring all schools to start the school year after Labor Day. (Gannon, Dist 23; McGough, Dist 11; 
Lang, Dist 2; Murphy, Dist 16; Pearl, Dist 17; Litchfield, Rock. 32; L. Walsh, Rock. 15; Mandelbaum, Rock. 
21; Bridle, Rock. 29; Education)

26-2209
SB 404-FN, relative to economic revitalization zone tax credits. (Gray, Dist 6; Ways and Means)

26-2213
SB 405, relative to amounts reported by political committees. (Gray, Dist 6; Election Law and Municipal Affairs)

26-2045
SB 406-FN-A, making an appropriation to the city of Nashua for the purpose of purchasing the former Daniel 
Webster College property. (Rosenwald, Dist 13; Watters, Dist 4; Fenton, Dist 10; Telerski, Hills. 11; Jack, 
Hills. 10; Lloyd, Hills. 8; Juris, Hills. 7; S. Newman, Hills. 4; Finance)

26-2259
SB 407-FN-A, making an appropriation for each full-time student eligible for the in-state tuition rate enrolled 
in the university system of New Hampshire. (Gray, Dist 6; Finance)

26-2038
SB 408-FN, relative to health insurance coverage for prosthetics. (Gannon, Dist 23; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Mc-
Gough, Dist 11; Fenton, Dist 10; Prentiss, Dist 5; Innis, Dist 7; Altschiller, Dist 24; Lang, Dist 2; McConkey, 
Dist 3; Abbas, Dist 22; Watters, Dist 4; Ward, Dist 8; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Long, Dist 20; Rochefort, Dist 
1; Reardon, Dist 15; Pearl, Dist 17; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Bernardy, Rock. 36; S. Minor, Belk. 5; L. Walsh, 
Rock. 15; Weyler, Rock. 14; Health and Human Services)

26-2177
SB 409-FN, relative to the penalties for the offense of disobeying an officer. (Gannon, Dist 23; Innis, Dist 7; 
Lang, Dist 2; McConkey, Dist 3; Carson, Dist 14; Pearl, Dist 17; Weyler, Rock. 14; Rice, Hills. 38; L. Walsh, 
Rock. 15; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Judiciary)

26-2178
SB 410, relative to possession of human remains for law enforcement training purposes. (Gannon, Dist 
23; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Innis, Dist 7; Birdsell, Dist 19; Lang, Dist 2; Avard, Dist 12; McGough, Dist 11; 
Murphy, Dist 16; Pearl, Dist 17; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Porcelli, Rock. 19; L. Miner, Rock. 7; M. Pearson, 
Rock. 34; Judiciary)

26-2183
SB 411, relative to the procedure concerning search warrant inventories. (Gannon, Dist 23; Lang, Dist 2; Mc-
Gough, Dist 11; Murphy, Dist 16; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Pearl, Dist 17; Bernardy, Rock. 36; M. Pearson, Rock. 
34; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; L. Walsh, Rock. 15; Judiciary)

26-2265
SB 412, relative to the conditional release of delinquent minors and children in need of services. (Sullivan, 
Dist 18; Rice, Hills. 38; Notter, Hills. 12; Hill, Merr. 2; Children and Family Law)

26-2263
SB 413, relative to the detention of a minor attaining the age of 18 during the pendency of a delinquency 
action. (Sullivan, Dist 18; Rice, Hills. 38; Children and Family Law)

26-2233
SB 414, relative to enforcement of marital property settlements. (Altschiller, Dist 24; Judiciary)

26-2266
SB 415, relative to a certain exemption in interest in condominium units. (Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Watters, 
Dist 4; Long, Dist 20; Altschiller, Dist 24; Commerce)
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26-2001
SB 416, relative to the pooling and sharing of tips among tipped employees. (McGough, Dist 11; Innis, Dist 
7; Murphy, Dist 16; Pearl, Dist 17; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Labrie, Hills. 2; Seaworth, Merr. 12; Commerce)

26-2014
SB 417-FN, requiring on-premises licensees, off-premises licensees, and state liquor outlets to post warnings 
relative to the increased risk of cancer and birth defects from drinking alcoholic beverages. (Watters, Dist 4; 
Rosenwald, Dist 13; Prentiss, Dist 5; Commerce)

26-2021
SB 418, prohibiting municipalities from requiring licenses for the production and sale of homestead food products. 
(Sullivan, Dist 18; Lang, Dist 2; Murphy, Dist 16; Innis, Dist 7; McGough, Dist 11; Pearl, Dist 17; J. Aron, Sull. 
4; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Kesselring, Hills. 18; Paquette, Hills. 25; Warden, Hills. 39; Commerce)

26-2249
SB 419-FN-A, relative to the housing champion designation and program and the affordable housing fund, 
and making appropriations therefor. (Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Watters, Dist 4; Fenton, Dist 10; Rosenwald, 
Dist 13; Altschiller, Dist 24; Muns, Rock. 29; D. Paige, Carr. 1; Simpson, Rock. 33; Stavis, Graf. 13; Telerski, 
Hills. 11; Finance)

26-2212
SB 420, relative to the state commission for human rights. (Ward, Dist 8; Executive Departments and Ad-
ministration)

26-2216
SB 421, relative to the membership and duties of the trauma medical review committee. (Prentiss, Dist 5; Lang, Dist 
2; Watters, Dist 4; Carson, Dist 14; Fenton, Dist 10; Avard, Dist 12; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Gannon, Dist 23; Pearl, 
Dist 17; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; McGough, Dist 11; Birdsell, Dist 19; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2223
SB 422, relative to membership of the governor’s commission on addiction, treatment, and prevention. (Wat-
ters, Dist 4; Birdsell, Dist 19; Lang, Dist 2; Prentiss, Dist 5; Nagel, Belk. 6; Edwards, Rock. 31; Executive 
Departments and Administration)

26-2228
SB 423, reestablishing the commission to study the incidence of post-traumatic stress disorder in first re-
sponders. (Birdsell, Dist 19; Soucy, Merr. 21; Moffett, Merr. 4; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2230
SB 424-FN, relative to the organization of the department of business and economic affairs. (McGough, Dist 
11; Murphy, Dist 16; Wall, Straf. 11; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2253
SB 425, relative to the terms and qualifications for the adjutant general and deputy adjutant general, and 
commandant of the New Hampshire veterans’ home. (Lang, Dist 2; Gannon, Dist 23; Pearl, Dist 17; Watters, 
Dist 4; Innis, Dist 7; Edwards, Rock. 31; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2250
SB 426, repealing the permissible fireworks advisory committee. (Altschiller, Dist 24; Pearl, Dist 17; Balboni, 
Rock. 38; Muns, Rock. 29; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2009
SB 427-FN, relative to the joint committee on employee classification. (Lang, Dist 2; Rosenwald, Dist 13; 
McGough, Dist 11; Schmidt, Straf. 14; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2019
SB 428, relative to the maximum amount of terms an individual can serve on the electricians’ board. (Pearl, 
Dist 17; McGough, Dist 11; Gannon, Dist 23; Altschiller, Dist 24; Layon, Rock. 13; C. McGuire, Merr. 27; 
Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2211
SB 429-FN-A, relative to the placement of trauma kits in public schools and making an appropriation there-
for. (Prentiss, Dist 5; Watters, Dist 4; Fenton, Dist 10; Avard, Dist 12; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Gannon, Dist 23; 
Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; McGough, Dist 11; Birdsell, Dist 19; Altschiller, Dist 24; Education)
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26-2005
SB 430, relative to mandatory disclosure by school district employees to parents. (Lang, Dist 2; Avard, Dist 
12; Birdsell, Dist 19; McGough, Dist 11; Ward, Dist 8; Innis, Dist 7; Gray, Dist 6; Gannon, Dist 23; Abbas, 
Dist 22; Sullivan, Dist 18; Murphy, Dist 16; Carson, Dist 14; Pearl, Dist 17; Rochefort, Dist 1; Berry, Hills. 
44; Moffett, Merr. 4; Education)

26-2008
SB 431, relative to violations of the prohibition on teaching discrimination. (Lang, Dist 2; Avard, Dist 12; Mc-
Gough, Dist 11; Innis, Dist 7; Gannon, Dist 23; Abbas, Dist 22; Sullivan, Dist 18; Murphy, Dist 16; McConkey, 
Dist 3; Pearl, Dist 17; Rochefort, Dist 1; Moffett, Merr. 4; Lynn, Rock. 17; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Education)

26-2015
SB 432-FN, authorizing the application of sunscreen in schools and camps without a doctor’s note or prescrip-
tion and establishing a skin cancer prevention education program. (Ward, Dist 8; Innis, Dist 7; Watters, Dist 
4; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Murphy, Dist 16; Birdsell, Dist 19; McGough, Dist 11; Fenton, Dist 10; Avard, Dist 
12; Pearl, Dist 17; Sullivan, Dist 18; Gannon, Dist 23; Carson, Dist 14; Abbas, Dist 22; Altschiller, Dist 24; 
Kuttab, Rock. 17; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Miles, Hills. 12; Long, Hills. 26; Education)

26-2017
SB 433-FN, establishing the seizure safe schools act. (Lang, Dist 2; Birdsell, Dist 19; McGough, Dist 11; In-
nis, Dist 7; Gray, Dist 6; Gannon, Dist 23; Abbas, Dist 22; Watters, Dist 4; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Carson, Dist 
14; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Fenton, Dist 10; Pearl, Dist 17; Rochefort, Dist 1; Altschiller, Dist 24; Moffett, 
Merr. 4; Telerski, Hills. 11; Education)

26-2030
SB 434, relative to regulation of public school materials. (Lang, Dist 2; Ward, Dist 8; Carson, Dist 14; Pearl, 
Dist 17; Avard, Dist 12; Sullivan, Dist 18; Murphy, Dist 16; Innis, Dist 7; Birdsell, Dist 19; Rochefort, Dist 
1; Moffett, Merr. 4; Drye, Sull. 7; Noble, Hills. 2; Freeman, Belk. 8; Education)

26-2218
SB 435, relative to the zoning board of adjustment variance criteria. (Abbas, Dist 22; Gannon, Dist 23; Sul-
livan, Dist 18; Birdsell, Dist 19; Innis, Dist 7; Murphy, Dist 16; Election Law and Municipal Affairs)

26-2220
SB 436, relative to zoning board of adjustment membership criteria. (Abbas, Dist 22; Lang, Dist 2; Gannon, 
Dist 23; Sullivan, Dist 18; Watters, Dist 4; Murphy, Dist 16; Birdsell, Dist 19; Election Law and Municipal 
Affairs)

26-2241
SB 437, making a line on the return that enumerates the number of people who attempted to register to vote 
but were denied registration due to lack of required documentation. (Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Fenton, Dist 
10; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Watters, Dist 4; Long, Dist 20; Lang, Dist 2; Altschiller, Dist 24; Lane, Merr. 16; 
Telerski, Hills. 11; Simpson, Rock. 33; Election Law and Municipal Affairs)

26-2240
SB 438, enabling the department of safety and the secretary of state to develop a process to share certain 
information regarding REAL ID applicants. (Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Lang, Dist 2; Lane, Merr. 16; Telerski, 
Hills. 11; Simpson, Rock. 33; Election Law and Municipal Affairs)

26-2236
SB 439, relative to municipal data center zoning. (Altschiller, Dist 24; Damon, Sull. 8; Election Law and 
Municipal Affairs)

26-2025
SB 440, relative to the adoption of energy efficient and clean energy districts by municipalities. (Innis, Dist 
7; Lang, Dist 2; Carson, Dist 14; Pearl, Dist 17; Abbas, Dist 22; Birdsell, Dist 19; Commerce)

26-2022
SB 441-FN, requiring a municipality that intends to transport a person needing substance use disorder treat-
ment and other support services to have a memorandum of understanding with the receiving municipality 
prior to transport. (Sullivan, Dist 18; Murphy, Dist 16; Avard, Dist 12; McLean, Hills. 15; Paquette, Hills. 25; 
Warden, Hills. 39; Kesselring, Hills. 18; Rice, Hills. 38; Health and Human Services)
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26-2243
SB 442, relative to pet transfers. (Pearl, Dist 17; Watters, Dist 4; Avard, Dist 12; Lang, Dist 2; Gannon, Dist 
23; Murphy, Dist 16; Innis, Dist 7; Bixby, Straf. 13; J. Aron, Sull. 4; C. McGuire, Merr. 27; Moffett, Merr. 4; 
Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2235
SB 443, relative to wastewater engineering. (Ricciardi, Dist 9; Pearl, Dist 17; Fenton, Dist 10; Watters, Dist 4; 
Lang, Dist 2; Gannon, Dist 23; Birdsell, Dist 19; Buco, Carr. 1; Dunn, Rock. 16; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2010
SB 444-FN, prohibiting the use of animal testing when other comparable methods are available. (Innis, Dist 
7; C. Harvey, Ches. 6; Long, Hills. 26; Commerce)

26-2011
SB 445, relative to adjudicative proceedings where there is a council or board with jurisdiction. (Pearl, Dist 
17; Gannon, Dist 23; McGough, Dist 11; Slottje, Hills. 13; Thibault, Merr. 25; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2013
SB 446-FN, requiring animal care center operators to notify dog owners when a dog will be left unattended 
and to report injuries to animals or people which occur on the premises of the animal care center. (Ward, Dist 
8; Innis, Dist 7; Avard, Dist 12; Birdsell, Dist 19; Commerce)

26-2020
SB 447, enabling electric utilities to own, operate, and offer advanced nuclear resources, and relative to pur-
chased power agreements for electric distribution utilities and limitations on community customer generators. 
(Avard, Dist 12; Lang, Dist 2; McConkey, Dist 3; Pearl, Dist 17; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Notter, 
Hills. 12; D. Thomas, Rock. 16; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2026
SB 448-FN, modifying the definition of veteran and relative to lifetime hunting and fishing license fees for 
disabled veterans. (Innis, Dist 7; Long, Dist 20; Avard, Dist 12; McGough, Dist 11; McConkey, Dist 3; Ward, 
Dist 8; Murphy, Dist 16; Pearl, Dist 17; Rochefort, Dist 1; Gannon, Dist 23; Carson, Dist 14; Perkins Kwoka, 
Dist 21; Abbas, Dist 22; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; See, Merr. 26; Sellers, Graf. 10; Thibault, Merr. 25; Executive 
Departments and Administration)

26-2027
SB 449-FN, relative to the participation of customer generators in net energy meeting. (Lang, Dist 2; Ros-
enwald, Dist 13; Watters, Dist 4; Innis, Dist 7; McGough, Dist 11; Avard, Dist 12; Pearl, Dist 17; Rochefort, 
Dist 1; Gannon, Dist 23; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Abbas, Dist 22; Moffett, Merr. 4; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2029
SB 450-FN, relative to a state parks pass pilot program for recovery centers and community mental health 
centers. (Watters, Dist 4; Pearl, Dist 17; Avard, Dist 12; Fenton, Dist 10; Gannon, Dist 23; Perkins Kwoka, 
Dist 21; J. MacDonald, Carr. 6; Gregg, Hills. 7; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2081
SB 451, amending the title of the position of senior deputy secretary of state. (Gray, Dist 6; Executive De-
partments and Administration)

26-2024
SB 452, enabling health care providers to offer certain complementary and alternative health care services. 
(Ward, Dist 8; Long, Dist 20; Avard, Dist 12; Rochefort, Dist 1; Health and Human Services)

26-2006
SB 453, authorizing advanced practice registered nurses and physician associates to make certain certifica-
tions. (Prentiss, Dist 5; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Watters, Dist 4; Birdsell, Dist 19; Avard, Dist 12; Perkins Kwoka, 
Dist 21; Lang, Dist 2; Gannon, Dist 23; Pearl, Dist 17; Ward, Dist 8; Sullivan, Dist 18; McGough, Dist 11; 
Murphy, Dist 16; Innis, Dist 7; Rochefort, Dist 1; Fenton, Dist 10; Health and Human Services)

26-2023
SB 454-FN, requiring the department of health and human services to update existing relevant public health 
outreach programs by incorporating information to aid public understanding and awareness of Alzheimer’s 
disease and other dementias. (Avard, Dist 12; Long, Dist 20; Birdsell, Dist 19; Prentiss, Dist 5; Rochefort, 
Dist 1; Layon, Rock. 13; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Health and Human Services)
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26-2204
SB 455-FN, relative to health plan coverage of GLP-1 medications. (Prentiss, Dist 5; Health and Human 
Services)

26-2227
SB 456, establishing the commission for children’s futures. (Sullivan, Dist 18; McGough, Dist 11; Pearl, Dist 
17; Rice, Hills. 38; Nelson, Rock. 13; Notter, Hills. 12; Health and Human Services)

26-2231
SB 457-FN, relative to the licensing of international physicians. (Reardon, Dist 15; Rochefort, Dist 1; Fenton, 
Dist 10; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Health and Human Services)

26-2080
SB 458-FN, relative to the use of toll credits. (Reardon, Dist 15; Long, Dist 20; Watters, Dist 4; Prentiss, Dist 
5; Altschiller, Dist 24; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Fenton, Dist 10; Transportation)

26-2222
SB 459, relative to biological sex in student athletics and prisons. (Gannon, Dist 23; Sullivan, Dist 18; Pearl, 
Dist 17; Abbas, Dist 22; McGough, Dist 11; Murphy, Dist 16; Innis, Dist 7; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Litchfield, 
Rock. 32; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; L. Walsh, Rock. 15; Judiciary)

26-2225
SB 460-FN, relative to the offense of loitering or prowling. (Ricciardi, Dist 9; Watters, Dist 4; Gannon, Dist 
23; Birdsell, Dist 19; Altschiller, Dist 24; Lynn, Rock. 17; Perez, Rock. 16; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Rhodes, Ches. 
17; Roy, Rock. 31; Judiciary)

26-2255
SB 461, relative to the definition of hemp. (Fenton, Dist 10; Reardon, Dist 15; Birdsell, Dist 19; W. MacDon-
ald, Rock. 16; Judiciary)

26-2252
SB 462, relative to the right of therapeutic cannabis patients to purchase, possess, and transfer firearms in 
accordance with state law. (Murphy, Dist 16; Innis, Dist 7; Pearl, Dist 17; Sullivan, Dist 18; Abbas, Dist 22; 
Judiciary)

26-2246
SB 463-FN, relative to possession of firearms in safe school zones. (Fenton, Dist 10; Long, Dist 20; Rosenwald, 
Dist 13; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Altschiller, Dist 24; Prentiss, Dist 5; Meuse, Rock. 37; Judiciary)

26-2245
SB 464-FN, relative to civil rights enforcement. (Abbas, Dist 22; Murphy, Dist 16; Pearl, Dist 17; Sullivan, 
Dist 18; Gannon, Dist 23; Avard, Dist 12; Birdsell, Dist 19; Innis, Dist 7; Ammon, Hills. 42; Judiciary)

26-2002
SB 465-FN, classifying xylazine as a schedule III controlled drug. (Gannon, Dist 23; Abbas, Dist 22; Birdsell, 
Dist 19; Carson, Dist 14; Rochefort, Dist 1; McConkey, Dist 3; L. Walsh, Rock. 15; Vose, Rock. 5; Roy, Rock. 
31; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Judiciary)

26-2003
SB 466-FN, relative to the possession of a firearm without a serial number. (Gannon, Dist 23; Birdsell, Dist 
19; Lang, Dist 2; Pearl, Dist 17; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; L. Walsh, 
Rock. 15; Judiciary)

26-2028
SB 467-FN, relative to the penalty for certain fentanyl-related offenses and establishing a mandatory mini-
mum sentence for the crime of distribution of a controlled drug with death resulting. (Gannon, Dist 23; In-
nis, Dist 7; Birdsell, Dist 19; Lang, Dist 2; Avard, Dist 12; Pearl, Dist 17; Rochefort, Dist 1; Abbas, Dist 22; 
M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Khan, Rock. 30; Litchfield, Rock. 32; L. Walsh, Rock. 15; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Judiciary)

26-2016
SB 469, allowing the director of the division of motor vehicles to adopt administrative rules regarding the 
use of electronic signatures. (Lang, Dist 2; Avard, Dist 12; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Birdsell, Dist 19; McGough, 
Dist 11; Fenton, Dist 10; Innis, Dist 7; Altschiller, Dist 24; Gray, Dist 6; Gannon, Dist 23; McConkey, Dist 3; 
Watters, Dist 4; Prentiss, Dist 5; Murphy, Dist 16; Long, Dist 20; Carson, Dist 14; Rochefort, Dist 1; Pearl, 
Dist 17; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Moffett, Merr. 4; S. Smith, Sull. 3; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Transportation)
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26-2079
SB 470-FN, relative to the expungement of certain disciplinary matters. (Rochefort, Dist 1; Reardon, Dist 15; 
Pearl, Dist 17; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2229
SB 471-FN, relative to affordable housing investment fees. (Altschiller, Dist 24; Watters, Dist 4; Burroughs, 
Carr. 2; Ways and Means)

26-2031
SB 472, removing the maximum age on the tenure of office for the position of deputy adjutant general. (Mc-
Gough, Dist 11; Innis, Dist 7; Abbas, Dist 22; Watters, Dist 4; Pearl, Dist 17; Moffett, Merr. 4; Tom Mannion, 
Hills. 1; Rollins, Sull. 3; Presa, Hills. 12; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2032
SB 473, defining the term “field officers” within the national guard. (McGough, Dist 11; Watters, Dist 4; Mc-
Conkey, Dist 3; Pearl, Dist 17; Giasson, Hills. 29; Miles, Hills. 12; Moffett, Merr. 4; Executive Departments 
and Administration)

26-2033
SB 474, relative to the effective date of the law regarding collection and reporting of abortion statistics. (Bird-
sell, Dist 19; Health and Human Services)

26-2034
SB 475, including a determination of the best interest of the animal in the definition of foster home. (Birdsell, 
Dist 19; Avard, Dist 12; Ward, Dist 8; Innis, Dist 7; Watters, Dist 4; Abbas, Dist 22; N. Germana, Ches. 15; 
W. MacDonald, Rock. 16; C. Harvey, Ches. 6; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2035
SB 476, relative to consumer health care cost transparency. (McGough, Dist 11; Gannon, Dist 23; Rosenwald, 
Dist 13; Birdsell, Dist 19; Innis, Dist 7; Pearl, Dist 17; Miles, Hills. 12; W. MacDonald, Rock. 16; Ammon, 
Hills. 42; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Health and Human Services)

26-2036
SB 477-FN, relative to increasing transparency in the 340B Drug Pricing Program. (McGough, Dist 11; Gan-
non, Dist 23; Pearl, Dist 17; Birdsell, Dist 19; Innis, Dist 7; Miles, Hills. 12; W. MacDonald, Rock. 16; Ammon, 
Hills. 42; Cole, Hills. 26; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Health and Human Services)

26-2037
SB 478-FN, relative to strengthening prescription drug affordability and pharmacy benefits manager account-
ability. (McGough, Dist 11; Gannon, Dist 23; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Pearl, Dist 17; Birdsell, Dist 19; Innis, Dist 
7; W. MacDonald, Rock. 16; Miles, Hills. 12; Potucek, Rock. 13; L. Walsh, Rock. 15; Cole, Hills. 26; Health 
and Human Services)

26-2039
SB 479-FN, allowing alternative treatment centers to operate for profit. (Innis, Dist 7; Fenton, Dist 10; Mur-
phy, Dist 16; Pearl, Dist 17; Rochefort, Dist 1; Kofalt, Hills. 32; C. McGuire, Merr. 27; Edwards, Rock. 31; 
Ebel, Merr. 7; Seaworth, Merr. 12; Judiciary)

26-2040
SB 480-FN, limiting certain prior authorization requirements for physical therapy, occupational therapy, and 
similar rehabilitative services. (Prentiss, Dist 5; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Fenton, Dist 10; Watters, Dist 4; Birdsell, 
Dist 19; Avard, Dist 12; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Lang, Dist 2; Gannon, Dist 23; Pearl, Dist 17; Sullivan, Dist 
18; Innis, Dist 7; Rochefort, Dist 1; Altschiller, Dist 24; Health and Human Services)

26-2042
SB 481-FN-A, relative to the sale of the Sununu youth services center property and making an appropriation 
to the youth development center settlement fund. (Rosenwald, Dist 13; Long, Dist 20; Watters, Dist 4; Perkins 
Kwoka, Dist 21; Altschiller, Dist 24; Telerski, Hills. 11; Wallner, Merr. 19; Leishman, Hills. 33; Finance)

26-2043
SB 482-FN, establishing consumer protections for digital access transaction kiosks. (McGough, Dist 11; Pearl, 
Dist 17; Gannon, Dist 23; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Ammon, Hills. 42; Miles, Hills. 12; Potucek, Rock. 13; L. Walsh, 
Rock. 15; Commerce)
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26-2044
SB 483-FN-A, making a contingent appropriation to the department of health and human services for re-
cruitment and benefit grants for child care employers. (Rosenwald, Dist 13; Long, Dist 20; Fenton, Dist 10; 
Watters, Dist 4; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Reardon, Dist 15; Wallner, Merr. 19; Telerski, Hills. 11; Sorensen, 
Rock. 28; Nagel, Belk. 6; Gregg, Hills. 7; Finance)

26-2047
SB 484-FN, prohibiting Medicaid premiums and limiting Medicaid expansion cost sharing. (Rosenwald, Dist 13; 
Watters, Dist 4; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Fenton, Dist 10; Long, Dist 20; Prentiss, Dist 5; Altschiller, Dist 24; 
Wallner, Merr. 19; Weber, Ches. 5; Simpson, Rock. 33; Telerski, Hills. 11; Hakken-Phillips, Graf. 12; Finance)

26-2049
SB 485-FN, relative to the licensure, regulation and taxation of hemp-based derivative products. (Lang, Dist 
2; Watters, Dist 4; Pearl, Dist 17; Murphy, Dist 16; Innis, Dist 7; Birdsell, Dist 19; Hunt, Ches. 14; Judiciary)

26-2051
SB 486, relative to the administrative procedure act. (Lang, Dist 2; Gannon, Dist 23; Pearl, Dist 17; Carson, 
Dist 14; Watters, Dist 4; Murphy, Dist 16; Innis, Dist 7; Grote, Rock. 24; Layon, Rock. 13; Moffett, Merr. 4; 
Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2052
SB 487, allowing credit union members to pay members of the board of directors for their services as a board 
member. (Innis, Dist 7; McGough, Dist 11; Murphy, Dist 16; Hunt, Ches. 14; Potucek, Rock. 13; Thibault, 
Merr. 25; Burroughs, Carr. 2; J. Sullivan, Graf. 2; Commerce)

26-2053
SB 488, enabling the governor to declare a state of emergency due to the failure of the legislature to pass a 
budget or continuing resolution to fund the New Hampshire state government by July 1 of the first year of a 
biennium. (Carson, Dist 14; Finance)

26-2054
SB 489, requiring the address column to be the first column on the voter checklist. (Avard, Dist 12; Sirois, 
Hills. 32; Barbour, Hills. 35; Election Law and Municipal Affairs)

26-2055
SB 490, establishing a task force to assess the development of housing at Great Bay community college and 
authorizing the college the right to use vacant property for the purpose of developing housing. (Watters, Dist 
4; Avard, Dist 12; Innis, Dist 7; Lang, Dist 2; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Fenton, Dist 10; Reardon, Dist 15; Perkins 
Kwoka, Dist 21; Pearl, Dist 17; Gannon, Dist 23; Prentiss, Dist 5; Altschiller, Dist 24; Mandelbaum, Rock. 
21; Moffett, Merr. 4; Meuse, Rock. 37; Cornell, Hills. 22; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2056
SB 491-FN, enabling students to utilize education freedom account funds to pay for certain career and tech-
nical education funding. (Watters, Dist 4; Lang, Dist 2; McGough, Dist 11; Sullivan, Dist 18; Avard, Dist 12; 
Long, Dist 20; McConkey, Dist 3; Pearl, Dist 17; Education Finance)

26-2057
SB 492-FN, authorizing the department of military affairs and veterans services to license and lease property 
in which the department holds a property interest. (Watters, Dist 4; Sullivan, Dist 18; Lang, Dist 2; Pearl, 
Dist 17; Fenton, Dist 10; Birdsell, Dist 19; Avard, Dist 12; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Prentiss, Dist 5; Moffett, 
Merr. 4; Rollins, Sull. 3; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Seibert, Hills. 21; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2058
SB 493, relative to cyanobacteria and other emerging environmental water quality issues. (Watters, Dist 4; 
Gannon, Dist 23; Pearl, Dist 17; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Fenton, Dist 10; Prentiss, Dist 
5; Birdsell, Dist 19; Altschiller, Dist 24; N. Murphy, Hills. 12; W. Thomas, Hills. 12; N. Germana, Ches. 15; 
Rung, Hills. 12; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2059
SB 494-FN, relative to the state fire code, fire incident reporting and investigations, and the duties of the 
state fire marshal. (Pearl, Dist 17; Gannon, Dist 23; McGough, Dist 11; Layon, Rock. 13; Slottje, Hills. 13; 
Thibault, Merr. 25; Schmidt, Straf. 14; Executive Departments and Administration)
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26-2060
SB 495, increasing the limit for transfers of appropriations in Carroll County. (McConkey, Dist 3; Gray, Dist 
6; R. Brown, Carr. 8; Election Law and Municipal Affairs)

26-2061
SB 496, relative to supervision and registration requirements for associates of broker-dealers. (McGough, Dist 
11; Pearl, Dist 17; Fenton, Dist 10; Watters, Dist 4; Gannon, Dist 23; Innis, Dist 7; Miles, Hills. 12; Commerce)

26-2062
SB 497, removing references to contracts and projects concerning capital appropriations for the community 
college system of New Hampshire. (Watters, Dist 4; Fenton, Dist 10; Cloutier, Sull. 6; Capital Budget)

26-2064
SB 498-FN, relative to children’s mental health services for persons 18 years of age and younger. (Birdsell, 
Dist 19; Health and Human Services)

26-2065
SB 499, relative to the duties and reporting requirements of the traffic safety commission. (Birdsell, Dist 19; 
Transportation)

26-2066
SB 500, relative to restroom access for certain commercial motor vehicle operators. (Birdsell, Dist 19; Ricciardi, 
Dist 9; Fenton, Dist 10; Hill, Merr. 2; T. Walsh, Merr. 10; Labrie, Hills. 2; Leishman, Hills. 33; Transportation)

26-2096
SB 501, relative to authorization of seclusion or restraint during a personal safety emergency by a physician, 
physician associate, or advanced practice registered nurse. (Prentiss, Dist 5; Lang, Dist 2; Watters, Dist 4; 
Pearl, Dist 17; Fenton, Dist 10; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; McGough, Dist 11; Murphy, Dist 16; Avard, Dist 12; 
Ward, Dist 8; Birdsell, Dist 19; Health and Human Services)

26-2098
SB 502-FN, removing references to the department of business and economic affairs and the office of plan-
ning and development relative to the department of energy. (Pearl, Dist 17; Lang, Dist 2; McGough, Dist 11; 
Moffett, Merr. 4; Wood, Merr. 13; Aures, Merr. 13; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2099
SB 503, relative to the use of spruce-pine-fir lumber. (Rochefort, Dist 1; Sullivan, Dist 18; Birdsell, Dist 19; 
McGough, Dist 11; Gray, Dist 6; Avard, Dist 12; Innis, Dist 7; Watters, Dist 4; McConkey, Dist 3; Ward, Dist 
8; Gannon, Dist 23; Lang, Dist 2; Murphy, Dist 16; Reardon, Dist 15; Pearl, Dist 17; Carson, Dist 14; Perkins 
Kwoka, Dist 21; Abbas, Dist 22; A. Davis, Coos 2; Ouellet, Coos 3; Commerce)

26-2100
SB 504, relative to the practice of pharmacy and the dispensing of certain medications by pharmacists. (Ro-
chefort, Dist 1; Pearl, Dist 17; C. McGuire, Merr. 27; Health and Human Services)

26-2101
SB 505-FN, repealing the fee for temporary registration of nonresidents relative to OHRVs. (Rochefort, Dist 
1; Lang, Dist 2; McConkey, Dist 3; Pearl, Dist 17; A. Davis, Coos 2; Ouellet, Coos 3; Ways and Means)

26-2102
SB 506-FN, relative to community engagement and work requirements under the state Medicaid program. 
(Pearl, Dist 17; Gray, Dist 6; Innis, Dist 7; Sullivan, Dist 18; Avard, Dist 12; McGough, Dist 11; Gannon, 
Dist 23; Lang, Dist 2; Murphy, Dist 16; Abbas, Dist 22; Moffett, Merr. 4; W. MacDonald, Rock. 16; Health 
and Human Services)

26-2103
SB 507, relative to the financial obligation of a school district concerning students expelled for committing 
assault against a school staff member. (Murphy, Dist 16; Sullivan, Dist 18; Avard, Dist 12; Innis, Dist 7; 
Pearl, Dist 17; Education Finance)

26-2104
SB 508, relative to the zoning board of adjustments appeal period. (Murphy, Dist 16; Sullivan, Dist 18; Pearl, 
Dist 17; McGough, Dist 11; Innis, Dist 7; Ward, Dist 8; Carson, Dist 14; Commerce)
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26-2105
SB 509, preventing municipalities from limiting dead-end road length if compliant with the state fire code. 
(Murphy, Dist 16; Lang, Dist 2; Innis, Dist 7; Watters, Dist 4; Sullivan, Dist 18; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; 
Birdsell, Dist 19; McGough, Dist 11; Commerce)

26-2106
SB 510, ensuring state-operated, publicly accessible spaces have designated smoking areas undetectable to 
visitors. (Murphy, Dist 16; Pearl, Dist 17; McGough, Dist 11; Birdsell, Dist 19; Executive Departments and 
Administration)

26-2107
SB 511-FN, relative to state park fees for state residents. (Murphy, Dist 16; Innis, Dist 7; Pearl, Dist 17; 
Sullivan, Dist 18; Gannon, Dist 23; McGough, Dist 11; Prentiss, Dist 5; Ways and Means)

26-2108
SB 512-FN, relative to fees to annul criminal records related to charges that do not result in conviction. 
(Murphy, Dist 16; Lang, Dist 2; Innis, Dist 7; Ward, Dist 8; Pearl, Dist 17; Watters, Dist 4; Sullivan, Dist 18; 
Gannon, Dist 23; Avard, Dist 12; McGough, Dist 11; Judiciary)

26-2109
SB 513-FN, requiring schools to engage an owner’s project manager for construction of school building aid 
projects at the time of application. (Abbas, Dist 22; Innis, Dist 7; Watters, Dist 4; Sullivan, Dist 18; Avard, 
Dist 12; Murphy, Dist 16; Long, Dist 20; McConkey, Dist 3; Donnelly, Rock. 25; Janigian, Rock. 25; D. Man-
nion, Rock. 25; Sweeney, Rock. 25; Education Finance)

26-2111
SB 514, preventing ballot questions concerning alterations to municipal tax caps from being altered by local 
legislative bodies. (Murphy, Dist 16; Avard, Dist 12; Carson, Dist 14; Sullivan, Dist 18; McGough, Dist 11; 
Innis, Dist 7; Election Law and Municipal Affairs)

26-2068
SB 515-FN, relative to judicial determinations related to children placed in a qualified residential treatment 
program in certain juvenile matters and appointment of counsel in certain circumstances. (Long, Dist 20; 
Sullivan, Dist 18; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Fenton, Dist 10; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Avard, Dist 12; Watters, Dist 
4; Prentiss, Dist 5; Altschiller, Dist 24; Birdsell, Dist 19; Children and Family Law)

26-2069
SB 516, relative to certain unclassified positions in the department of health and human services. (Long, Dist 
20; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Sullivan, Dist 18; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Fenton, Dist 10; Avard, Dist 12; Birdsell, 
Dist 19; Altschiller, Dist 24; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2070
SB 517-FN, relative to the responsibility of local school districts to provide meals to students during school 
hours, reimbursing schools for meals provided to students at no cost, and making an appropriation therefor. 
(Fenton, Dist 10; Lang, Dist 2; Education)

26-2074
SB 518, relative to asset condition projects. (Avard, Dist 12; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2075
SB 519-FN, relative to the use of unmanned aerial systems. (Reardon, Dist 15; Judiciary)

26-2076
SB 520, relative to breast surgeries for minors. (Reardon, Dist 15; Fenton, Dist 10; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; 
Altschiller, Dist 24; Health and Human Services)

26-2077
SB 521-FN, relative to unauthorized camping on private property. (Reardon, Dist 15; McGough, Dist 11; 
Lang, Dist 2; Long, Dist 20; Avard, Dist 12; Ward, Dist 8; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Altschiller, Dist 24; Judiciary)

26-2078
SB 522, re-establishing the commission to study the economic impact of the arts and culture in New Hamp-
shire. (Rochefort, Dist 1; Lang, Dist 2; Innis, Dist 7; Watters, Dist 4; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Prentiss, Dist 5; Ex-
ecutive Departments and Administration)



16	 SENATE  JOURNAL  7  JANUARY  2026

26-2153
SB 523-FN, establishing the registration and oversight of builders. (Ward, Dist 8; Pearl, Dist 17; Innis, Dist 
7; Watters, Dist 4; Altschiller, Dist 24; Commerce)

26-2156
SB 524, enabling on-premises licensees to deliver liquor to customers who order a meal for home delivery. 
(McGough, Dist 11; Innis, Dist 7; Lang, Dist 2; Fenton, Dist 10; Pearl, Dist 17; Gannon, Dist 23; B. Boyd, 
Hills. 12; Hunt, Ches. 14; Potucek, Rock. 13; Presa, Hills. 12; Miles, Hills. 12; Commerce)

26-2113
SB 525, raising the maximum amount of state guarantees in force. (Innis, Dist 7; Lang, Dist 2; Watters, Dist 
4; Pearl, Dist 17; Avard, Dist 12; Abbas, Dist 22; Commerce)

26-2140
SB 526, establishing a New Hampshire-Greece trade council. (Ricciardi, Dist 9; Lang, Dist 2; Watters, Dist 4; 
Carson, Dist 14; Pearl, Dist 17; Avard, Dist 12; Gannon, Dist 23; McGough, Dist 11; Fenton, Dist 10; Long, 
Dist 20; Birdsell, Dist 19; Abbas, Dist 22; Innis, Dist 7; Rochefort, Dist 1; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Manos, 
Rock. 12; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Booras, Hills. 8; Commerce)

26-2152
SB 527, relative to written notice provided by state agencies to municipalities regarding pending applications. 
(Lang, Dist 2; Pearl, Dist 17; Watters, Dist 4; Sullivan, Dist 18; Murphy, Dist 16; Innis, Dist 7; Executive 
Departments and Administration)

26-2120
SB 528-FN, prohibiting receiving compensation for lobbying on behalf of a foreign adversary. (Birdsell, Dist 
19; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2134
SB 529-FN, giving preference to lumber sourced in the United States on all state-funded building projects. 
(Rochefort, Dist 1; Pearl, Dist 17; Avard, Dist 12; Innis, Dist 7; A. Davis, Coos 2; Ouellet, Coos 3; Executive 
Departments and Administration)

26-2137
SB 530-FN, relative to fetal death reporting to the Centers for Disease Control. (Rosenwald, Dist 13; Pearl, 
Dist 17; Sorensen, Rock. 28; Lynn, Rock. 17; Erf, Hills. 28; Grote, Rock. 24; Executive Departments and Ad-
ministration)

26-2112
SB 531-FN, establishing a task force to study the feasibility of the creation of cosmetology related program-
ming in Coos County. (Watters, Dist 4; Pearl, Dist 17; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Avard, Dist 12; Prentiss, Dist 5; 
Carson, Dist 14; Rochefort, Dist 1; Korzen, Coos 7; Cornell, Hills. 22; Education)

26-2136
SB 532, increasing the requirements of the education freedom savings account oversight committee and modi-
fying the purpose of the committee. (Altschiller, Dist 24; Fenton, Dist 10; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Balboni, 
Rock. 38; Education)

26-2138
SB 533, requiring the state to seek bids for contracts to oversee and operate the state’s education freedom 
account program every three years. (Altschiller, Dist 24; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Fenton, Dist 10; Watters, Dist 
4; Prentiss, Dist 5; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Balboni, Rock. 38; Education)

26-2116
SB 534-FN, relative to foreign funding and influence in constitutional amendment and local ballot question 
campaigns. (Avard, Dist 12; Birdsell, Dist 19; Carson, Dist 14; Sirois, Hills. 32; Kofalt, Hills. 32; D. Kelley, 
Hills. 32; Pauer, Hills. 36; Election Law and Municipal Affairs)

26-2150
SB 535, defining residential breeder and imported animal for the purposes of animal transfers. (Pearl, Dist 
17; Avard, Dist 12; Lang, Dist 2; Watters, Dist 4; Innis, Dist 7; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Abbas, Dist 22; Roche-
fort, Dist 1; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Bixby, Straf. 13; Moffett, Merr. 4; Aures, Merr. 13; Wood, Merr. 13; Energy and 
Natural Resources)
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26-2154
SB 536-FN, relative to the solid waste facility site evaluation committee. (Rochefort, Dist 1; Fenton, Dist 
10; Watters, Dist 4; McGough, Dist 11; Gannon, Dist 23; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Prentiss, Dist 5; Energy and 
Natural Resources)

26-2159
SB 537, repealing the authorization for the public utilities commission to approve alternative forms of regula-
tion. (Avard, Dist 12; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2118
SB 538-FN, extending net metering eligibility terms for municipal energy projects. (Watters, Dist 4; Rosen-
wald, Dist 13; Fenton, Dist 10; Avard, Dist 12; Long, Dist 20; Prentiss, Dist 5; Altschiller, Dist 24; Perkins 
Kwoka, Dist 21; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2123
SB 539-FN, relative to eligible biomass technology in the renewable portfolio standards. (McConkey, Dist 3; 
Innis, Dist 7; Avard, Dist 12; Pearl, Dist 17; Carson, Dist 14; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2126
SB 540-FN, relative to portable solar generation devices. (Watters, Dist 4; Pearl, Dist 17; Avard, Dist 12; 
Rosenwald, Dist 13; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Murphy, Dist 16; Altschiller, Dist 24; McGhee, Hills. 35; Energy 
and Natural Resources)

26-2151
SB 541-FN-A, making an appropriation for regional drinking water infrastructure. (Abbas, Dist 22; McGough, 
Dist 11; Birdsell, Dist 19; Avard, Dist 12; Carson, Dist 14; DeSimone, Rock. 18; Donnelly, Rock. 25; Harb, 
Rock. 20; Nelson, Rock. 13; Sweeney, Rock. 25; Finance)

26-2158
SB 542, limiting game dates available to charities at gaming facilities and increasing the number of chari-
ties working with a gaming facility each day based on the facility’s revenue. (Lang, Dist 2; Gannon, Dist 23; 
Pearl, Dist 17; Watters, Dist 4; Avard, Dist 12; McGough, Dist 11; Murphy, Dist 16; Janigian, Rock. 25; Ways 
and Means)

26-2146
SB 543-FN, relative to long-term care eligibility and making an appropriation therefor. (Abbas, Dist 22; 
Sullivan, Dist 18; Prentiss, Dist 5; McGough, Dist 11; Long, Dist 20; Rochefort, Dist 1; Gannon, Dist 23; D. 
Mannion, Rock. 25; Health and Human Services)

26-2160
SB 544-FN, limiting changes to prescription drug formularies under health benefit plans. (Fenton, Dist 10; 
Long, Dist 20; Birdsell, Dist 19; Rosenwald, Dist 13; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Crawford, Carr. 3; Mazur, Hills. 
44; Health and Human Services)

26-2127
SB 545-FN, relative to financial eligibility for the Medicare savings program. (Rosenwald, Dist 13; Long, Dist 
20; Fenton, Dist 10; Watters, Dist 4; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Altschiller, Dist 24; Wallner, Merr. 19; Weber, 
Ches. 5; Telerski, Hills. 11; Hakken-Phillips, Graf. 12; Nagel, Belk. 6; Health and Human Services)

26-2129
SB 546-FN, relative to health carrier network access monitoring. (Rosenwald, Dist 13; McGough, Dist 11; 
Prentiss, Dist 5; Miles, Hills. 12; Telerski, Hills. 11; Spier, Hills. 6; Salvi, Hills. 9; Chourasia, Hills. 11; Health 
and Human Services)

26-2130
SB 547-FN, relative to regulation and transparency of pharmacy benefit manager practices. (Rosenwald, 
Dist 13; Rochefort, Dist 1; McGough, Dist 11; Fenton, Dist 10; Watters, Dist 4; Altschiller, Dist 24; Perkins 
Kwoka, Dist 21; Miles, Hills. 12; Nagel, Belk. 6; Weber, Ches. 5; Burroughs, Carr. 2; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; 
Health and Human Services)

26-2132
SB 548-FN, relative to health carrier provider contract standards. (Rosenwald, Dist 13; Avard, Dist 12; Fen-
ton, Dist 10; McGough, Dist 11; Miles, Hills. 12; Burroughs, Carr. 2; Telerski, Hills. 11; Nagel, Belk. 6; Spier, 
Hills. 6; Health and Human Services)
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26-2141
SB 549-FN, prohibiting the state or local government from distributing or funding organizations that distribute 
drug paraphernalia. (Murphy, Dist 16; Pearl, Dist 17; Ward, Dist 8; Lang, Dist 2; Avard, Dist 12; Gannon, 
Dist 23; Sullivan, Dist 18; McGough, Dist 11; Innis, Dist 7; Birdsell, Dist 19; Health and Human Services)

26-2143
SB 550-FN, relative to insurance coverage for services provided by naturopathy providers. (Rochefort, Dist 
1; Lundgren, Rock. 16; Health and Human Services)

26-2147
SB 551-FN, relative to legal protections for legal reproductive health care services. (Altschiller, Dist 24; Ros-
enwald, Dist 13; Fenton, Dist 10; Watters, Dist 4; Long, Dist 20; Reardon, Dist 15; Prentiss, Dist 5; Perkins 
Kwoka, Dist 21; Simpson, Rock. 33; Telerski, Hills. 11; Judiciary)

26-2149
SB 552, permitting classification of individuals based on biological sex under certain limited circumstances. 
(Avard, Dist 12; Lang, Dist 2; Birdsell, Dist 19; Judiciary)

26-2155
SB 553-FN, relative to penalties for attempting to elude pursuit by law enforcement. (Fenton, Dist 10; Bird-
sell, Dist 19; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Carson, Dist 14; Gannon, Dist 23; Roy, Rock. 31; Gorski, Hills. 2; N. Murphy, 
Hills. 12; Crawford, Carr. 3; Judiciary)

26-2122
SB 554, repealing the limitation of liability for certain design features of firearms. (Altschiller, Dist 24; Wat-
ters, Dist 4; Reardon, Dist 15; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Long, Dist 20; Fenton, Dist 10; 
Bay, Straf. 21; Selig, Straf. 10; Judiciary)

26-2131
SB 555-FN, relative to critical risk protection orders. (Altschiller, Dist 24; Watters, Dist 4; Reardon, Dist 15; 
Rosenwald, Dist 13; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Fenton, Dist 10; Long, Dist 20; Bay, Straf. 21; Selig, Straf. 10; 
Judiciary)

26-2142
SB 556-FN, including syringes and similar medical devices in the definition of special waste for purposes of 
solid waste management and making the disposal of such special waste a felony. (Murphy, Dist 16; Lang, 
Dist 2; Pearl, Dist 17; Innis, Dist 7; Birdsell, Dist 19; Abbas, Dist 22; Judiciary)

26-2144
SB 557-FN, prohibiting the sale of kratom products to anyone under 21 years of age and providing for the 
regulation of the sale of kratom products. (Altschiller, Dist 24; Watters, Dist 4; Prentiss, Dist 5; Manos, Rock. 
12; N. Murphy, Hills. 12; Judiciary)

26-2145
SB 558, relative to the appointment of the youth development center claims administrator. (Altschiller, Dist 
24; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Watters, Dist 4; Long, Dist 20; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Ebel, Merr. 7; Judiciary)

26-2119
SB 559-FN, reducing the minimum allowable speed limit on locally controlled roads. (Ricciardi, Dist 9; Ros-
enwald, Dist 13; Pearl, Dist 17; Watters, Dist 4; Fenton, Dist 10; Lang, Dist 2; Abbas, Dist 22; Birdsell, Dist 
19; Innis, Dist 7; Rochefort, Dist 1; Miller, Straf. 21; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Rombeau, Hills. 2; Transportation)

26-2124
SB 560, modernizing the New Hampshire coordinate system. (Ricciardi, Dist 9; Fenton, Dist 10; B. Boyd, 
Hills. 12; Veilleux, Hills. 34; Transportation)

26-2157
SB 561, relative to change of address for applicants for a gaming facility license. (Murphy, Dist 16; Gannon, 
Dist 23; Sullivan, Dist 18; Watters, Dist 4; Avard, Dist 12; Ways and Means)

26-2275
SB 562, relative to a home damage mitigation and resiliency program. (Abbas, Dist 22; Lang, Dist 2; Watters, 
Dist 4; Avard, Dist 12; Gannon, Dist 23; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Packard, Rock. 16; Commerce)
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26-2162
SB 563-FN, relative to direct shippers of wine. (Reardon, Dist 15; Innis, Dist 7; Commerce)

26-2190
SB 564, prohibiting certain municipal development restrictions. (Innis, Dist 7; Lang, Dist 2; Sullivan, Dist 
18; Watters, Dist 4; Murphy, Dist 16; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Read, Rock. 10; Sellers, 
Graf. 10; Commerce)

26-2199
SB 565-FN, relative to reports and notices by the commissioner of the insurance department regarding in-
surance risks associated with extreme weather. (Watters, Dist 4; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 
21; Fenton, Dist 10; Avard, Dist 12; Altschiller, Dist 24; Edgar, Rock. 29; Potucek, Rock. 13; Muns, Rock. 29; 
Commerce)

26-2165
SB 566-FN, relative to recruiting incentive programs for the national guard. (Pearl, Dist 17; Birdsell, Dist 
19; Avard, Dist 12; Innis, Dist 7; Watters, Dist 4; McGough, Dist 11; McConkey, Dist 3; Lang, Dist 2; Rosen-
wald, Dist 13; Murphy, Dist 16; Gannon, Dist 23; Carson, Dist 14; Prentiss, Dist 5; Fenton, Dist 10; Perkins 
Kwoka, Dist 21; Abbas, Dist 22; Moffett, Merr. 4; Wood, Merr. 13; Aures, Merr. 13; Executive Departments 
and Administration)

26-2172
SB 567-FN, relative to the composition of the board of dental examiners and relative to temporary licenses 
for out-of-state professionals. (Rochefort, Dist 1; Innis, Dist 7; Gannon, Dist 23; Pearl, Dist 17; Executive 
Departments and Administration)

26-2175
SB 568, relative to the department of safety’s procedures for appointing designees to verify background checks. 
(Gannon, Dist 23; Pearl, Dist 17; Lang, Dist 2; Carson, Dist 14; Abbas, Dist 22; Birdsell, Dist 19; McGough, 
Dist 11; Murphy, Dist 16; L. Miner, Rock. 7; Porcelli, Rock. 19; Rice, Hills. 38; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Kuttab, 
Rock. 17; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2186
SB 569, relative to the qualifications for hearings officers within the department of labor. (Birdsell, Dist 19; 
Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2191
SB 570, relative to the legislative ethics committee and legislative ethics. (Carson, Dist 14; Ward, Dist 8; 
Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2072
SB 571, relative to the requirements to be issued a certificate as a certified public accountant. (Reardon, Dist 
15; Innis, Dist 7; McGough, Dist 11; Rochefort, Dist 1; Pearl, Dist 17; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Fenton, Dist 
10; Muns, Rock. 29; C. McGuire, Merr. 27; Bryer, Rock. 1; Janigian, Rock. 25; Johnson, Straf. 11; Executive 
Departments and Administration)

26-2073
SB 572, relative to New Hampshire hospital real estate. (Reardon, Dist 15; Executive Departments and Ad-
ministration)

26-2239
SB 573, establishing certification standards for facility comfort dogs. (Birdsell, Dist 19; Fenton, Dist 10; Gan-
non, Dist 23; Pearl, Dist 17; Ward, Dist 8; Moffett, Merr. 4; Morton, Hills. 39; Executive Departments and 
Administration)

26-2004
SB 574, establishing a commission to study the efficiency and structure of school administrative units. (In-
nis, Dist 7; Watters, Dist 4; McGough, Dist 11; Lang, Dist 2; Avard, Dist 12; Birdsell, Dist 19; Ward, Dist 
8; Rochefort, Dist 1; Gannon, Dist 23; Abbas, Dist 22; Sullivan, Dist 18; Prentiss, Dist 5; Murphy, Dist 16; 
Carson, Dist 14; McConkey, Dist 3; Pearl, Dist 17; Thibault, Merr. 25; Education)

26-2085
SB 575, establishing a study committee to study the issue of school bullying. (Fenton, Dist 10; Sullivan, Dist 
18; Altschiller, Dist 24; Prentiss, Dist 5; N. Murphy, Hills. 12; Education)
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26-2192
SB 576, adds definitions and reporting requirements relative to education freedom accounts. (Altschiller, Dist 
24; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Education)

26-2234
SB 577-FN, prohibiting the use of specific color additives in meals offered or made available by public schools. 
(Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Altschiller, Dist 24; Spier, Hills. 6; Burroughs, Carr. 2; Education)

26-2251
SB 578, extending recess for students from kindergarten to eighth grade and prohibiting the deprivation 
of recess time as punishment in schools. (Sullivan, Dist 18; Pearl, Dist 17; Carson, Dist 14; Avard, Dist 12; 
Birdsell, Dist 19; Murphy, Dist 16; Freeman, Belk. 8; Peeples, Hills. 14; Rice, Hills. 38; Education)

26-2272
SB 579-FN, modifying the language for intra-district public school transfers to include schools within school 
administrative units. (Sullivan, Dist 18; Lang, Dist 2; Murphy, Dist 16; Pearl, Dist 17; Innis, Dist 7; Noble, 
Hills. 2; Freeman, Belk. 8; Rice, Hills. 38; Notter, Hills. 12; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Education)

26-2273
SB 580-FN, establishing a school cooperative purchasing program. (Sullivan, Dist 18; McGough, Dist 11; 
Pearl, Dist 17; Layon, Rock. 13; Education)

26-2018
SB 581-FN, modifying education freedom account (EFA) eligibility and removing priority guidelines and the 
enrollment cap relative to EFA eligibility. (Sullivan, Dist 18; Noble, Hills. 2; Education Finance)

26-2197
SB 582-FN, modifying the base cost of an adequate education. (Altschiller, Dist 24; Rosenwald, Dist 13; 
Watters, Dist 4; Fenton, Dist 10; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Long, Dist 20; Prentiss, Dist 5; Balboni, Rock. 38; 
Manos, Rock. 12; Education Finance)

26-2224
SB 583-FN, directing the department of education to create an education funding transparency data and re-
porting system. (Lang, Dist 2; Long, Dist 20; McGough, Dist 11; Watters, Dist 4; Avard, Dist 12; Innis, Dist 
7; McConkey, Dist 3; Gannon, Dist 23; Murphy, Dist 16; Pearl, Dist 17; Rochefort, Dist 1; Carson, Dist 14; 
Rosenwald, Dist 13; Edwards, Rock. 31; Moffett, Merr. 4; Education Finance)

26-2261
SB 584-FN, increasing the amount of funding provided for students receiving special education services. 
(Prentiss, Dist 5; Long, Dist 20; Watters, Dist 4; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Fenton, Dist 10; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 
21; Altschiller, Dist 24; Education Finance)

26-2067
SB 585-FN, relative to audits for communications districts. (McConkey, Dist 3; Pearl, Dist 17; McGough, Dist 
11; Murphy, Dist 16; Innis, Dist 7; Birdsell, Dist 19; Carson, Dist 14; J. MacDonald, Carr. 6; Election Law 
and Municipal Affairs)

26-2110
SB 586-FN, requiring school districts to publish a school administrative unit audit report after the end of the 
fiscal year. (Murphy, Dist 16; Gannon, Dist 23; Pearl, Dist 17; Sullivan, Dist 18; Innis, Dist 7; Avard, Dist 
12; Ward, Dist 8; Birdsell, Dist 19; Carson, Dist 14; Election Law and Municipal Affairs)

26-2242
SB 587, creating criteria for redistricting of congressional districts, state senate districts, state house of rep-
resentatives districts, and executive councilor districts. (Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Fenton, Dist 10; Rosenwald, 
Dist 13; Watters, Dist 4; Long, Dist 20; Prentiss, Dist 5; Altschiller, Dist 24; Telerski, Hills. 11; Simpson, 
Rock. 33; Election Law and Municipal Affairs)

26-2188
SB 588-FN, requiring that all municipalities that are served by a school district vote on the closure of schools. (In-
nis, Dist 7; Murphy, Dist 16; Ward, Dist 8; Carson, Dist 14; Noble, Hills. 2; Election Law and Municipal Affairs)

26-2048
SB 589-FN, relative to establishing a multi-agency report on transmission corridors, interstate trucking charg-
ing terminals, and port electrification; authorizing a pilot program for microgrid development; and requiring 
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guidelines for cybersecurity of distributed energy resources. (Watters, Dist 4; Avard, Dist 12; Rosenwald, Dist 
13; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Pearl, Dist 17; Altschiller, Dist 24; Cloutier, Sull. 6; McGhee, Hills. 35; Energy 
and Natural Resources)

26-2167
SB 590-FN, relative to electric aggregation plans. (Fenton, Dist 10; Lang, Dist 2; Avard, Dist 12; Rosenwald, 
Dist 13; Pearl, Dist 17; Watters, Dist 4; Moffett, Merr. 4; W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2169
SB 591-FN, allowing utility companies to own or build generation facilities. (Avard, Dist 12; Lang, Dist 2; 
Pearl, Dist 17; Carson, Dist 14; Birdsell, Dist 19; Notter, Hills. 12; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2174
SB 592, enabling regional, conservation, and energy resource planning for habitat strongholds and wildlife 
corridors. (Watters, Dist 4; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Birdsell, Dist 19; Avard, Dist 12; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; 
Altschiller, Dist 24; C. Harvey, Ches. 6; Bixby, Straf. 13; Ouellet, Coos 3; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2176
SB 593, relative to landfills. (Avard, Dist 12; Watters, Dist 4; McConkey, Dist 3; Pearl, Dist 17; Energy and 
Natural Resources)

26-2184
SB 594-FN, eliminating the use of agitators in instances where temporary docks have been removed from 
bodies of water. (Birdsell, Dist 19; Lang, Dist 2; Gannon, Dist 23; Lynn, Rock. 17; L. Walsh, Rock. 15; Kuttab, 
Rock. 17; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2185
SB 595, relative to the establishment of a remediation pathway for water systems required to undergo fre-
quent testing. (Murphy, Dist 16; Avard, Dist 12; McGough, Dist 11; Pearl, Dist 17; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; 
Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2198
SB 596-FN, prohibiting smoking in Hampton Beach State Park. (Altschiller, Dist 24; Muns, Rock. 29; Energy 
and Natural Resources)

26-2238
SB 597-FN, relative to utility rate increases to inflation-adjusted thresholds and performance incentive met-
rics for utilities. (Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Watters, Dist 4; Long, Dist 20; Prentiss, Dist 
5; Altschiller, Dist 24; Fenton, Dist 10; McGhee, Hills. 35; Wall, Straf. 11; Cormen, Graf. 15; Energy and 
Natural Resources)

26-2256
SB 598, establishing the cyanobacteria mitigation loan and grant fund task force. (McConkey, Dist 3; Watters, 
Dist 4; Lang, Dist 2; Peternel, Carr. 6; J. MacDonald, Carr. 6; Taylor, Carr. 8; Crawford, Carr. 3; Energy and 
Natural Resources)

26-2270
SB 599-FN, relative to the renewable energy fund. (Pearl, Dist 17; Lang, Dist 2; Innis, Dist 7; Watters, Dist 
4; Mooney, Hills. 12; Erf, Hills. 28; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2097
SB 600-FN, requiring the governor to submit and present a quarterly fiscal year budget report about the 
general and education trust funds to the general court fiscal committee. (Gray, Dist 6; Rosenwald, Dist 13; 
Finance)

26-2217
SB 601-FN, relative to the allocation and disbursement of state contributions for non-state employer pension 
costs under the New Hampshire retirement system. (Long, Dist 20; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 
21; Fenton, Dist 10; Altschiller, Dist 24; Finance)

26-2237
SB 602-FN, relative to the withholding of state payments to the federal government in response to suspended 
federal aid. (Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Prentiss, Dist 5; Altschiller, Dist 24; Simpson, Rock. 
33; Telerski, Hills. 11; Finance)
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26-2254
SB 603-FN, relative to the funding of the SNAP program by the department of health and human services. 
(Abbas, Dist 22; Avard, Dist 12; Finance)

26-2258
SB 604-FN-A, making an appropriation to the university system of New Hampshire. (Perkins Kwoka, Dist 
21; Fenton, Dist 10; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Watters, Dist 4; Innis, Dist 7; Altschiller, Dist 24; Selig, Straf. 10; 
Damon, Sull. 8; Finance)

26-2267
SB 605-FN, relative to special assessment requests from pooled risk management programs. (Perkins Kwoka, 
Dist 21; Watters, Dist 4; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Altschiller, Dist 24; Finance)

26-2063
SB 606-FN, relative to insurance coverage for biomarker testing. (Birdsell, Dist 19; Innis, Dist 7; Health and 
Human Services)

26-2171
SB 607, relative to short-term, limited duration health insurance policies (Innis, Dist 7; McGough, Dist 11; 
Labrie, Hills. 2; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Miles, Hills. 12; Health and Human Services)

26-2173
SB 608-FN, relative to family caregiver support in certain programs and child care support for kinship care-
givers. (Watters, Dist 4; Lang, Dist 2; Fenton, Dist 10; Avard, Dist 12; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Perkins Kwoka, 
Dist 21; Altschiller, Dist 24; Rice, Hills. 38; Wallner, Merr. 19; Health and Human Services)

26-2201
SB 609, relative to improving screening for and treatment of blood clots, or venous thromboembolism, and 
establishing a statewide venous thromboembolism registry. (Carson, Dist 14; Rochefort, Dist 1; Ward, Dist 
8; W. MacDonald, Rock. 16; Lundgren, Rock. 16; Health and Human Services)

26-2202
SB 610-FN, relative to long-term care insurance standards, form approvals, and public hearing procedures. 
(Ricciardi, Dist 9; Lang, Dist 2; Gannon, Dist 23; Watters, Dist 4; Post, Hills. 42; Spier, Hills. 6; Burroughs, 
Carr. 2; Health and Human Services)

26-2206
SB 611-FN, relative to rate setting parity for Medicaid state plan case management services. (Avard, Dist 
12; Health and Human Services)

26-2207
SB 612-FN, relative to clinical eligibility criteria for nursing facility and home and community based care. 
(Avard, Dist 12; Health and Human Services)

26-2215
SB 613, relative to licensing requirements for health care facilities established within a 15 mile radius of 
a critical access hospital. (Prentiss, Dist 5; Gannon, Dist 23; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Fenton, Dist 10; Perkins 
Kwoka, Dist 21; Watters, Dist 4; Long, Dist 20; Altschiller, Dist 24; Reardon, Dist 15; Health and Human 
Services)

26-2226
SB 614-FN, establishing pooled risk management programs for the benefit of child care centers and foster 
family homes. (Ricciardi, Dist 9; Watters, Dist 4; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Altschiller, Dist 24; Kuttab, Rock. 
17; L. Walsh, Rock. 15; Post, Hills. 42; Health and Human Services)

26-2274
SB 615-FN, relative to the use and regulation of EBT cards and SNAP eligibility. (Sullivan, Dist 18; Abbas, 
Dist 22; Rice, Hills. 38; Notter, Hills. 12; Farrington, Straf. 8; Mazur, Hills. 44; McLean, Hills. 15; Health 
and Human Services)

26-2247
SB 616-FN, relative to reporting requirements under the right to try act. (Prentiss, Dist 5; Health and Hu-
man Services)
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26-2182
SB 617, relative to the removal of abandoned vehicles by law enforcement. (Gannon, Dist 23; Innis, Dist 7; 
Birdsell, Dist 19; McGough, Dist 11; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Khan, Rock. 30; M. Pearson, 
Rock. 34; Judiciary)

26-2196
SB 618-FN, relative to the penalties for repeat speeding offenders. (Ricciardi, Dist 9; Fenton, Dist 10; Watters, 
Dist 4; Long, Dist 20; Birdsell, Dist 19; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Crawford, Carr. 3; Judiciary)

26-2164
SB 619-FN, establishing procedures for expedited court hearings and disposition of confiscated animals. (Ab-
bas, Dist 22; Avard, Dist 12; Sullivan, Dist 18; McGough, Dist 11; Watters, Dist 4; Murphy, Dist 16; Innis, 
Dist 7; Birdsell, Dist 19; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; C. Harvey, Ches. 6; Judiciary)

26-2179
SB 620-FN, relative to refusal of consent to testing to determine alcohol concentration and penalties for ag-
gravated driving while intoxicated. (Gannon, Dist 23; Pearl, Dist 17; Watters, Dist 4; Fenton, Dist 10; Birdsell, 
Dist 19; Bernardy, Rock. 36; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; L. Walsh, Rock. 15; Judiciary)

26-2193
SB 621-FN, establishing a homicide cold case commission for the purpose of acting as an intermediary be-
tween the department of justice and the family of cold case homicide victims. (Long, Dist 20; Sullivan, Dist 
18; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Fenton, Dist 10; Murphy, Dist 16; Prentiss, Dist 5; Altschiller, Dist 24; Birdsell, 
Dist 19; Carson, Dist 14; Judiciary)

26-2194
SB 622-FN, relative to the offense of identity fraud. (Innis, Dist 7; Lang, Dist 2; Pearl, Dist 17; Ricciardi, Dist 
9; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Potucek, Rock. 13; Judiciary)

26-2205
SB 623-FN, relative to requirements for law enforcement officers assisting in immigration enforcement. 
(Altschiller, Dist 24; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Meuse, Rock. 37; Judiciary)

26-2219
SB 624-FN, restricting access to certain hemp-derived products. (Gannon, Dist 23; Litchfield, Rock. 32; M. 
Pearson, Rock. 34; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Judiciary)

26-2181
SB 625-FN, permitting family members of homicide victims to seek an evidentiary hearing in cases where 
the department of justice does not file charges in the case. (Birdsell, Dist 19; Foote, Rock. 13; Tripp, Rock. 
13; Judiciary)

26-2114
SB 626-FN, restricting right-to-know requests to persons domiciled or maintaining a permanent residence in 
New Hampshire and requiring proof of domicile or residency to file right-to-know requests. (Gannon, Dist 23; 
McGough, Dist 11; Fenton, Dist 10; Innis, Dist 7; McConkey, Dist 3; Pearl, Dist 17; Reardon, Dist 15; Judiciary)

26-2121
SB 627-FN, relative to toll rate adjustments, E-Z Pass customer discounts, and the acquisition and improve-
ment of portions of Interstate Route 93 to support the New Hampshire turnpike system and the 2027-2036 
ten year transportation plan. (Watters, Dist 4; Fenton, Dist 10; Reardon, Dist 15; Transportation)

26-2128
SB 628-FN, enabling curbside electric-vehicle charging. (Watters, Dist 4; Fenton, Dist 10; Rosenwald, Dist 
13; Avard, Dist 12; Cormen, Graf. 15; B. Boyd, Hills. 12; Edgar, Rock. 29; Transportation)

26-2168
SB 629, renaming the new roundabout on Route 302 at the East Conway Road intersection to “Oliveira Circle.” 
(McConkey, Dist 3; R. Brown, Carr. 8; Woodcock, Carr. 1; D. Paige, Carr. 1; Milz, Rock. 13; Buco, Carr. 1; 
Transportation)

26-2189
SB 630-FN, relative to local authorities’ power to declare a reasonable and safe speed limit. (Prentiss, Dist 
5; Transportation)
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26-2221
SB 631-FN, installing a sound barrier on Interstate 93 southbound. (Carson, Dist 14; Packard, Rock. 16; 
Lundgren, Rock. 16; W. MacDonald, Rock. 16; Transportation)

26-2083
SB 632-FN, relative to a certain highway sign in Concord. (Reardon, Dist 15; Bricchi, Merr. 15; Transpor-
tation)

26-2187
SB 633-FN, establishing a voluntary surcharge program and fund for the division of the arts and state 
council on the arts. (Watters, Dist 4; Innis, Dist 7; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Birdsell, Dist 19; McGough, Dist 
11; Fenton, Dist 10; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Pearl, Dist 17; Butler, Straf. 12; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Ways 
and Means)

26-2195
SB 634, enabling municipalities to adopt a municipal occupancy fee. (Prentiss, Dist 5; Long, Dist 20; Watters, 
Dist 4; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Altschiller, Dist 24; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Fenton, Dist 10; Ways and Means)

26-2214
SB 635-FN, establishing a health reimbursement arrangement tax credit program. (Ricciardi, Dist 9; Avard, 
Dist 12; McGough, Dist 11; Watters, Dist 4; Abbas, Dist 22; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Mary 
Murphy, Hills. 27; Ohm, Hills. 10; Miles, Hills. 12; Labrie, Hills. 2; Ways and Means)

26-2262
SB 636-FN, establishing tax credits for qualifying small businesses against documented tariff-related costs. 
(Fenton, Dist 10; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Long, Dist 20; Watters, Dist 4; Prentiss, Dist 
5; Altschiller, Dist 24; Burroughs, Carr. 2; Ways and Means)

26-2269
SB 637-FN, relative to certain tax credits for purchase from New Hampshire farms. (Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; 
Rosenwald, Dist 13; Pearl, Dist 17; Watters, Dist 4; Innis, Dist 7; Long, Dist 20; Prentiss, Dist 5; Altschiller, 
Dist 24; Fenton, Dist 10; Haskins, Rock. 11; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Bixby, Straf. 13; Ways and Means)

26-2271
SB 638-FN, relative to establishing a small business tariff stabilization fund. (Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Ros-
enwald, Dist 13; Fenton, Dist 10; Watters, Dist 4; Altschiller, Dist 24; Simpson, Rock. 33; Telerski, Hills. 11; 
Ways and Means)

26-2086
SB 639, establishing a committee to study the health and safety impacts of Red Dye 40 and other food addi-
tives in food and beverages sold in New Hampshire. (Fenton, Dist 10; Long, Dist 20; Birdsell, Dist 19; Sullivan, 
Dist 18; Avard, Dist 12; Rochefort, Dist 1; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Polozov, Merr. 10; Alexander Jr., 
Hills. 29; Commerce)

26-2088
SB 640-FN, relative to the use of artificial intelligence to provide services requiring a professional license. 
(Pearl, Dist 17; Lang, Dist 2; Gannon, Dist 23; Watters, Dist 4; Avard, Dist 12; Rosenwald, Dist 13; McGough, 
Dist 11; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Murphy, Dist 16; Innis, Dist 7; Birdsell, Dist 19; Moffett, Merr. 4; Schmidt, 
Straf. 14; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2093
SB 641-FN, relative to examination requirements for licensure as a chiropractor. (Pearl, Dist 17; Lang, Dist 
2; Layon, Rock. 13; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2094
SB 642-FN, repealing the committee for the protection of human subjects institutional review board. (Prentiss, 
Dist 5; Fenton, Dist 10; Watters, Dist 4; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Birdsell, Dist 19; Lang, Dist 2; Gannon, 
Dist 23; Pearl, Dist 17; Sullivan, Dist 18; McGough, Dist 11; Executive Departments and Administration)

26-2091
SB 643-FN, requiring cities and towns to hold a public hearing and conduct a roll call vote when seeking to 
override a tax or spending cap. (Avard, Dist 12; Lang, Dist 2; Murphy, Dist 16; Sullivan, Dist 18; Barbour, 
Hills. 35; Sellers, Graf. 10; Election Law and Municipal Affairs)



	 SENATE  JOURNAL  7  JANUARY  2026	 25

26-2095
SB 644-FN, requiring background checks for solid waste and hazardous waste facility owners. (Pearl, Dist 
17; Ward, Dist 8; Lang, Dist 2; Watters, Dist 4; Avard, Dist 12; Gannon, Dist 23; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; J. 
Aron, Sull. 4; Bixby, Straf. 13; Moffett, Merr. 4; Energy and Natural Resources)

26-2084
SB 645-FN, relative to income eligibility for the New Hampshire child care scholarship program and real-
locating certain revenue to fund the program. (Reardon, Dist 15; Long, Dist 20; Watters, Dist 4; Rosenwald, 
Dist 13; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Health and Human Services)

26-2090
SB 646-FN, relative to mental health standards of care. (Rochefort, Dist 1; Health and Human Services)

26-2092
SB 647, authorizing the department of insurance to participate in a cooperative procurement group via an 
intergovernmental agreement for a prescription drug discount program. (Rochefort, Dist 1; Rosenwald, Dist 
13; Birdsell, Dist 19; Avard, Dist 12; Prentiss, Dist 5; Reardon, Dist 15; Health and Human Services)

26-2082
SB 648, requiring age verification to allow access to certain material harmful to minors. (Reardon, Dist 15; 
Judiciary)

26-2087
SB 649-FN, increasing fines for using a hand-held mobile electronic device while driving a motor vehicle. 
(Fenton, Dist 10; McConkey, Dist 3; Gannon, Dist 23; Prentiss, Dist 5; Birdsell, Dist 19; Ricciardi, Dist 9; 
Roy, Rock. 31; Gorski, Hills. 2; N. Murphy, Hills. 12; Crawford, Carr. 3; Transportation)

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION THAT VIOLATES SENATE RULE 3-21
The Chair has determined that LSRs 2089, 2244, and 2257 do not comply with Senate Rule 3-21. Therefore, 
without objection, Senator Birdsell moved to suspend Senate Rule 3-21 to allow their introduction. Adopted.

Senator Gray waived referral of HB 451-FN, establishing the paint product stewardship program., to the 
Committee on Finance.

FN Report for January 7, 2026
W/F	 Bill	 Title	 R/C	 Committee	 Full Name

Waive	 HB 486	 relative to grandparents’ visitation rights.	 Consent	 CFL	 Children and  
			   Family Law

Waive	 SB 66	 relative to third-party veterans’ claims 	 Consent	 COM	 Commerce 
assistance and protection.

Finance	 SB 82	 relative to the housing opportunity project 	 Consent	 COM	 Commerce 
extension and homes for homeland heroes  
grant program.

Waive	 HB 410	 limiting local authority to adopt restrictions 	 Consent	 COM	 Commerce 
on the building and development of  
residential properties.

Finance	 SB 101	 authorizing parents to enroll their children in 	 Consent	 EDU	 Education 
any public school in the state.

Waive	 HB 208	 relative to certification requirements for 	 Consent	 EDU	 Education 
school nurses.

Finance	 HB 741	 allowing parents to send their children to 	 Consent	 EDU	 Education 
any school district they choose.

Waive	 SB 220	 relative to public hearings and deliberation 	 Consent	 ELMA	 Election Law and 
for the denial of tax exemptions. 			   Municipal Affairs

Finance	 SB 223	 relative to using college or university student 	 Consent	 ELMA	 Election Law and 
identification cards to obtain a ballot. 			   Municipal Affairs

Finance	 SB 109	 relative to alteration of terrain permits.	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural 		
			   Resources
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Finance	 SB 111	 authorizing a reliability indexing credit 	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural 
pilot program. 			   Resources

Finance	 SB 226	 suspending applications for new landfills and 	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural 
establishing a committee to study the feasibility 			   Resources 
of incinerating solid waste.

Waive	 SB 191	 relative to registration of vehicles in a fleet of 	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments 
25 or more. 			   and Administration

Waive	 SB 298	 relative to sober living house certification and 	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments 
operational standards. 			   and Administration

Finance	 SB 136	 establishing an uncompensated care assessment, 	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human 
fund, and committee within the department of 			   Services 
insurance.

Waive	 SB 256	 relative to the affordability and safety of clinician	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human 
administered drugs.			   Services

Waive	 SB 53	 relative to natural organic reduction of 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary 
human remains. 

Finance	 SB 139	 creating a private right of action in civil 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary 
rights cases.

Finance	 SB 142	 establishing the department of children’s services 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary 
and juvenile justice. 

Finance	 SB 261	 requiring that custodial interrogations be recorded, 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary 
establishing a fund to make grants to state law  
enforcement agencies to purchase equipment to  
enable such recordings, and making an  
appropriation therefor.

Waive	 SB 289	 relative to use and preservation of body-worn 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary 
camera recordings in certain matters.

Waive	 HB 697	 relative to witness fees in criminal cases.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Waive	 HB 733	 relative to reporting requirements for persons or 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary 
entities financing lawsuits.

Finance	 SB 39	 relative to establishing an alternative driver 	 Consent	 TRANS	 Transportation 
education program.

Finance	 SB 152	 authorizing the sale of toll credits to fund a newly 	 Consent	 TRANS	 Transportation 
established noise barrier construction fund for the  
design and construction of noise barrier projects.

Finance	 SB 155	 relative to highway toll credits.	 Consent	 TRANS	 Transportation

Waive	 HB 105	 creating a new conservation license plate and 	 Consent	 TRANS	 Transportation 
directing the additional fee to the cyanobacteria  
mitigation loan and grant fund.

Waive	 HB 321	 requiring the division of motor vehicles to extend 	 Consent	 TRANS	 Transportation 
a fine payment period for certain motor vehicle  
violations from 30 days to 90 days if the driver  
requests the extension.

Waive	 HB 452	 relative to the issuance of drivers’ licenses for 	 Consent	 TRANS	 Transportation 
aliens temporarily residing in New Hampshire.	

Waive	 SB 88	 prohibiting state government entities from 	 Regular	 COM	 Commerce 
including specified terms related to labor  
organization agreements in construction related  
contracts and grants.

Waive	 HB 639	 relative to the use of and disputes over 	 Regular	 COM	 Commerce 
blockchain and digital currencies.

Finance	 HB 649	 removing the requirement for physical safety 	 Regular	 COM	 Commerce 
inspections and on-board diagnostic tests for  
passenger vehicles and eliminating funding for  
the motor vehicle air pollution abatement fund.	
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Waive	 SB 208	 requiring local school boards and public libraries 	 Regular	 EDU	 Education 
to adopt curation policies.

Waive	 HB 340	 relative to electioneering by public employees.	 Regular	 ELMA	 Election Law and 		
			   Municipal Affairs

Finance	 HB 707	 requiring the department of environmenal services 	 Regular	 ENR	 Energy and Natural 
to revise the rules for proposed new landfills. 			   Resources

Finance	 HB 723	 repealing the multi-use energy data platform.	 Regular	 ENR	 Energy and Natural 		
			   Resources

Waive	 SB 187	 adopting the dentist and dental hygienist compact.	 Regular	 EDA	 Executive Departments 	
			   and Administration

Waive	 HB 59	 relative to the assault of a firefighter, emergency 	 Regular	 JUD	 Judiciary 
medical care provider, or law enforcement officer.

Waive	 HB 109	 relative to false reports to law enforcement. 	 Regular	 JUD	 Judiciary

Waive	 HB 191	 (New Title) providing criminal and civil penalties 	 Regular	 JUD	 Judiciary 
for the transporting of an unemancipated minor in  
order to obtain a surgical procedure without  
parental permission.

Finance	 HB 451	 establishing the paint product stewardship 	 Regular	 WM	 Ways and Means 
program.	

Please Note: Senate Rule 4-5 requires every bill and joint resolution appropriating money, and every other 
bill which is accompanied by a fiscal note pursuant to RSA 14:44, which has been referred to another com-
mittee and found Ought to Pass by the Senate, shall be referred to the Senate Finance Committee for review, 
unless otherwise ordered by the Senate upon recommendation of the Chair of the Senate Finance Committee. 
Senator Gray has reviewed the bills on the Consent and Regular Calendars to be acted upon by the Senate 
on January 7, 2026, and his recommendations are listed on this FN Report. Bills listed as Waive should be 
sent to Third Reading. Bills listed as Finance should be sent to the Senate Finance Committee. The recom-
mendations are only applicable to bills found Ought to Pass.

Without objection, the FN Report is adopted.

CONSENT CALENDAR REPORTS REMOVED
EDUCATION
SB 101-FN, by Senator Lang
HB 222, by Senator Lang

ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
SB 223-FN, by Senator Sullivan

FINANCE
SB 123-FN, by Senator Sullivan

SPECIAL ORDER
Without objection, the following bills are Special Ordered to Next Session. Adopted.

COMMERCE
HB 639-FN, relative to the use of and disputes over blockchain and digital currencies.

ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
SB 223-FN, relative to using college or university student identification cards to obtain a ballot.

FINANCE
SB 123-FN, requiring coverage of ear acupuncture as a treatment for substance misuse under the state 
Medicaid plan.

CONSENT CALENDAR
Senator Birdsell moved that the Consent Calendar, with the relevant amendments as printed in the day’s 
Calendar be adopted and that all such bills found Ought to Pass be ordered as follows:

FN bills not waived under Senate Rule 4-5, to the Committee on Finance; non-FN bills approved for referral 
to Finance by the day’s FN Report, to the Committee on Finance; and all other bills, to Third Reading.
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CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW
HB 486-FN, relative to grandparents’ visitation rights.
Interim Study, Vote 3-0. Senator Abbas for the committee.

HB486 expands the criteria for a court’s consideration of grandparent visitation to include periods of six 
months in which that grandparent was a primary caretaker and instances in which both parents are not 
residing in the same home, and exclude changes in the frequency of contact due to action by the parents. 
Due to these considerations potentially infringing on the newly expanded parental bill of rights, this bill 
was referred to interim study.

COMMERCE
SB 66-FN, relative to third-party veterans’ claims assistance and protection.
Interim Study, Vote 5-1. Senator Murphy for the committee.

This bill would have prohibited the receipt of compensation for referring individuals to veterans’ benefits 
advisors, mandated written agreements for paid advisory services, required specific disclosures, and set 
penalties for violations. This bill sought to enact consumer protections for veterans, while also ensuring 
they had additional avenues of assistance available to them. To address concerns raised by various stake-
holders, the Committee felt this bill needed additional work before it could move forward.

SB 82-FN, relative to the housing opportunity project extension and homes for homeland heroes grant program.
Interim Study, Vote 6-0. Senator Ricciardi for the committee.

This bill, also known as the HOPE Act, would have incentivized New Hampshire counties and munici-
palities to open land for affordable workforce housing by establishing housing opportunity zones, setting 
zoning and design requirements, mandating owner-occupancy, providing state grants, and exempting ini-
tial property transfers from real estate transfer taxes. Given the passage of other housing initiatives this 
session, and the fiscal impact of $20 million, the Committee felt this bill was not necessary at this time.

SB 90, allowing high-density residential development on land zoned for commercial use.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 6-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

This bill would have authorized high-density residential development on commercially zoned land. Similar 
legislation, specifically HB 631-FN, has already been signed into law; therefore, the Committee felt this 
bill was no longer necessary.

SB 175, relative to the use of covenants by municipalities.
Interim Study, Vote 6-0. Senator Murphy for the committee.

This bill would have granted municipalities the authority to enforce deed covenants while prohibiting 
municipalities and state government from requiring or encouraging covenants as a condition of zoning or 
land use approval, with exceptions made for workforce housing developments. Covenants are legal agree-
ments that are written into a deed to maintain certain aesthetic and quality of life standards. Covenants 
are alternatives to zoning regulations, and may be more ethical and less arbitrary as they are agreed to 
by the buyer when purchasing the property. Typically, they are passed on with the deed unless there is 
an expiration date. With the passage of other housing legislation and the position of the NH Municipal 
Association that they do not want the authority to enforce covenants, the Committee felt this bill was 
not necessary at this time.

HB 410-FN, limiting local authority to adopt restrictions on the building and development of residential 
properties.
Interim Study, Vote 6-0. Senator Fenton for the committee.

This bill would have prohibited the local adoption of extraordinary restrictions on residential property unless 
the restriction was narrowly tailored to serve a compelling government interest in public health or safety. 
With the passage of other housing legislation, the Committee felt this bill was not necessary at this time.

EDUCATION
HB 68, making best interest placements within the same school district mandatory in the absence of a valid 
reason to deny the placement.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

HB 68 would require superintendents to approve student reassignment requests within the same school 
district unless a valid reason is provided. The bill also mandates that written explanations be given for 
denials and that failure to follow these procedures results in automatic approval of the request.
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HB 208-FN, relative to certification requirements for school nurses.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

HB 208-FN allows superintendents and school boards to nominate and appoint school nurses, provided they 
are licensed and registered with the Board of Nursing. The bill removes prior certification requirements.

HB 431, establishing a commission to study the costs of special education.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Abbas for the committee.

This bill establishes a commission to examine the cost of providing special education in public schools and 
to identify potential revenue sources the state could use to increase its share of funding, thereby reducing 
reliance on local property taxes.

HB 676, relative to the composition and responsibilities of the parent and education service provider advisory 
commission, and establishing education freedom account impact and parent satisfaction surveys.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Altschiller for the committee.

House Bill 676 sought to alter the composition and quorum requirements of the Parent and Education 
Service Provider Advisory Commission. Additionally, the bill would have required an Education Freedom 
Account Parent Satisfaction Survey to be administered by the scholarship organization independent of 
the Department of Education.

HB 741-FN, allowing parents to send their children to any school district they choose.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Ward for the committee.

House Bill 741-FN would establish a statewide open enrollment program, allowing parents to enroll their 
children in any public school in New Hampshire regardless of district residency. The bill outlines trans-
fer policies, prohibits discrimination in admissions, and shifts 80% of per-pupil funding to the receiving 
district.

ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
SB 220-FN, relative to public hearings and deliberation for the denial of tax exemptions.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Gray for the committee.

SB 220 allows taxpayers to request a public hearing with the assessing official if their tax credit or ex-
emption applications are denied. The bill’s primary sponsor initially asked that it be referred back to the 
committee for further development. However, the committee does not consider the bill ready and recom-
mends Inexpedient To Legislate on SB 220.

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
SB 109-FN, relative to alteration of terrain permits.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 109-FN updates the process for obtaining alteration of terrain permits by requiring applicants to 
consult with the Fish and Game Department if a state agency determines it’s necessary. The department 
must review the request within 60 days and either approve it, suggest conservation measures, or deny 
it with specific reasons. The bill also sets rules for when payments must be made to the Threatened and 
Endangered Species Compensatory Mitigation Fund and how those payments are calculated. The Fish 
and Game Department estimates the bill could increase costs by $500,000 to $1,000,000 per year due to 
additional staff and fund management.

SB 111-FN, authorizing a reliability indexing credit pilot program.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Watters for the committee.

SB 111-FN creates a pilot program to support energy storage by offering reliability indexing credits. The 
bill allows the Public Utilities Commission to approve multi-year agreements and provides a cost recovery 
mechanism for utilities. The program aims to enhance grid reliability, support market participation, and 
could include up to 200 megawatts of energy storage. The Department of Energy will study the program 
and report their findings by December 1, 2025. The bill is expected to have an implementation cost ex-
ceeding $100,000, assessed to electric distribution utilities.

SB 226-FN, suspending applications for new landfills and establishing a committee to study the feasibility 
of incinerating solid waste.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Rosenwald for the committee.

SB 226-FN would have paused the approval of new landfill applications until July 1, 2031, allowing 
applications to be submitted but not processed. However, it did not affect existing landfills or approved 
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expansions on sites permitted before December 1, 2022. The bill also created a committee to explore waste 
incineration as an alternative to landfills, studying its environmental impact and effects on landfill ca-
pacity. The Department of Environmental Services projected an annual increase of over $2.5 million in 
municipal waste disposal expenses.

SB 231, relative to road frontage requirements and setbacks for wetlands.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 231 is intended to improve housing density by limiting road frontage requirements and setbacks for 
wetlands to no more than 50 feet. These changes ensure consistency with existing shoreland protection 
laws under RSA 483-B:9 and maintain compliance with environmental standards under RSA 489:2. By 
reducing restrictive zoning barriers, this bill intends to facilitate residential development while preserving 
environmental protections, supporting housing availability. However, the Senate Energy voted to rerefer 
the bill, stating that the language needs further refinement before it can be advanced.

HB 171, establishing a moratorium on the issuance of permits for new landfills.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 4-1. Senator Avard for the committee.

HB 171 establishes a moratorium on the issuance of permits for new landfills in New Hampshire. Dur-
ing the moratorium, the Department of Environmental Services may accept and review applications for 
completeness but cannot process them further. The bill would allow for expansions or modifications of 
existing landfills permitted before December 1, 2022, under specific conditions. The term “site” is defined 
to include parcels owned by landfill operators or affiliates as of that date.

HB 221, relative to assessment of cost effectiveness of the systems benefit charge.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-1. Senator Avard for the committee.

House Bill 221 as amended defines “advanced nuclear resource” (ANR) and includes ANR options alongside 
renewable energy for utility services, establishes investment limits for distributed generation, clarifies the 
nuclear development coordinator’s duties, authorizes multi-year energy RFPs with regional coordination, 
expands community solar capacity (including doubling the low-moderate income cap from 6 MW to 12 
MW), and permits group net metering members to contract with multiple hosts within their total load.

Senate Energy and Natural Resources
October 24, 2025
2025-3044s
06/05

Amendment to HB 221
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 enabling electric utilities to own, operate, and offer advanced nuclear resources, and relative to 
purchased power agreements for electric distribution utilities and limitations on community cus-
tomer generators.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Findings and Purpose. The general court finds that:

		  I. The cost of electricity supply in New Hampshire is higher than the national average and continues to 
create an economic burden on the state’s citizens and businesses.

		  II. The cost of electricity in New England is driven by a number of factors, including the retirements of 
baseload generation resources, lack of adequate natural gas capacity in the winter, and increases in the cost 
of natural gas due to international factors.

		  III. The retention of and development of reliable sources of low-cost electricity supply is critical to sta-
bilizing and reducing the cost of electricity in New Hampshire.

		  IV. Market volatility is harming New Hampshire’s residents and businesses.

		  V. To ensure that New Hampshire ratepayers can benefit from cost-effective energy sources, the general 
court finds that it is appropriate to allow the electric distribution utilities to issue requests for proposals to 
provide more diverse and long-term options for providing energy service to customers.

	 2 Coordination of Studies and Development Activities; Position Established. Amend RSA 162-B:4, III to 
read as follows:
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		  III. The coordinator of nuclear development and regulatory activities shall have the duty to coordinate 
and produce the reports required by RSA 162-B:3, as well as coordinate the studies conducted, and the rec-
ommendations and proposals made, in this state with like activities in New England and other states and 
with the policies and regulations of the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission. These activities 
may include the management of funding and oversight of nuclear incentive programs, such as 
those described by RSA 374-G:4, as well as outreach programs to inform and educate the public, 
particularly regarding safety.

	 3 Net Metering. Amend RSA 362-A:9, III and IV to read as follows:

		  III. Metering shall be done in accordance with normal metering practices. A single net meter that shows 
the customer’s net energy usage by measuring both the inflow and outflow of electricity internally shall be 
the extent of metering that is required at facilities with a total peak generating capacity of not more than 
[100] 500 kilowatts. A bidirectional metering system that records the total amount of electricity that flows in 
each direction from the customer premises, either instantaneously or over intervals of an hour or less, shall 
be required at facilities with a total peak generating capacity of more than [100] 500 kilowatts. The bidirec-
tional system may consist of one or more meters, as long as it can be used to appropriately meter and bill in 
compliance with utility tariffs and rules. Customer-generators shall not be required to pay for the installation 
of net meters, but shall pay for the installation of, or procure at their own cost if approved by the intercon-
necting utility, all bidirectional metering systems as outlined in utility interconnection tariffs or rules.

		  IV.(a) For facilities with a total peak generating capacity of not more than [100] 500 kilowatts, when 
billing a customer-generator under a net energy metering tariff that is not time-based, the utility shall apply 
the customer’s net energy usage when calculating all charges that are based on kilowatt hour usage. Customer 
net energy usage shall equal the kilowatt hours supplied to the customer over the electric distribution system 
minus the kilowatt hours generated by the customer-generator and fed into the electric distribution system 
over a billing period.

			   (b) For facilities with a total peak generating capacity of more than [100] 500 kilowatts, the customer-
generator shall pay all applicable charges on all kilowatt hours supplied to the customer over the electric 
distribution system, less a credit on default service charges equal to the metered energy generated by the 
customer-generator and fed into the electric distribution system over a billing period.

	 4 Net Energy Metering. Amend RSA 362-A:9, XIV(e) to read as follows:

		  XIV.(e) The department of energy, by rule or order, shall develop a process by which community solar 
developers can apply for designation as a community solar project for new solar arrays. Such projects designate 
their production for the benefit of households on the list required in subparagraph (d). Such projects will qualify 
for the low-moderate income solar addition as established in subparagraph (c) and shall specify the amount of 
on-bill credit they can offer to low-moderate income households. Annually, the number of projects designated as 
low-moderate income community solar shall not exceed a total nameplate capacity rating of [6] 12 megawatts in 
the aggregate. If more than [6] 12 megawatts of projects apply for designation, the department of energy shall 
select the projects that offer the largest on-bill credit and that demonstrates project readiness.

	 5 New Paragraph; Electric Utility Restructuring; Definitions. Amend RSA 374-F:2 by inserting after para-
graph II the following new paragraph:

		  II-a. “Advanced nuclear resource” (ANR) means generation IV nuclear technologies that include gas-
cooled, lead-cooled, sodium-cooled, supercritical water-cooled, and molten salt and very high temperature 
reactors, small modular, thermal-only, and encased fuel pellets reactors, including any micro, mini, or small 
nuclear reactor having a generating capacity between 0 and 300 megawatts.

	 6 Definitions. Amend RSA 362-F:2, X-a to read as follows:

		  X-a. “Low-moderate income community solar project” means ground-mounted or rooftop solar arrays with 
a total peak generating capacity of up to and including 3 megawatts, that directly benefit a group of 
at least 5 residential end-user customers, where at least a majority of the residential end-user customers are 
at or below 300 percent of the federal poverty guidelines, or directly benefit the residents of a public housing 
authority created pursuant to RSA 203, or a housing project as described in RSA 78-B:2, XXIII, where the 
electric bills are either paid directly by the residents or by the public housing authority or housing project, 
provided that at least a majority of the residents receiving the direct benefit are at or below 80 percent of the 
Area Median Income (AMI) calculated by the Department of Housing and Urban Development. No more than 
15 percent of the projected load for such project shall be attributable to non-residential end-user customers.
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	 7 Purchased Power Agreements. Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 374-F:11, I to read as follows:

		  I. Investor-owned electric distribution utilities may elect to develop and, no later than June 30, [2025] 
2040, issue a request for proposals for multi-year agreements for energy, in conjunction with or independent 
of any attendant environmental attributes from electric energy sources.

	 8 Purchased Power Agreements. Amend RSAv, I(g) to read as follows:

			   (g) All megawatt hours procured through agreements made pursuant to this section shall come from 
existing, new, or incremental electric energy sources.

	 9 New Subparagraph; Purchased Power Agreements. Amend RSA 374-F:11, I(h) by inserting after sub-
paragraph (2) the following new subparagraphs:

				    (3) “Existing electric energy sources” means all sources that currently provide energy to the ISO-
NE regional markets, including nuclear power generation facilities located in the ISO-NE control area that 
commenced commercial operation before January 1, 2011.

				    (4) Upon the petition of one or more electric distribution utilities, and after notice and hearing, the 
public utilities commission may authorize such utility or utilities to enter into multi-year agreements with 
existing, new, or incremental electric energy sources up to a total of 3 million megawatt hours statewide, on 
an annual basis, if it finds such agreements to be just and reasonable and in the public interest.

				    (5) Further, any single source shall be eligible to procure an amount of energy not to exceed 1 mil-
lion megawatt hours statewide, on an annual basis, except for advanced nuclear resources as defined in RSA 
374-F:2, II-a, which may procure an amount not to exceed 2 million megawatt hours on an annual basis.

	 10 Purchased Power Agreements. Amend the introductory paragraph for RSA 374-F:11, II to read as follows:

		  II. Any investor-owned electric distribution utility electing to enter into an agreement pursuant to this 
section shall petition the public utilities commission for authorization to enter the agreement no later than 
June 30, [2026] 2041.

	 11 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2025-3044s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill:

	 I. Defines “advanced nuclear resource” (ANR) and includes ANR options alongside renewable energy sources 
for utility services.

	 II. Sets limitations and guidelines for investments in distributed electric generation.

	 III. Clarifies the coordinator’s duties in nuclear development and regulatory activities.

	 IV. Allows the department of energy or the electric distribution utilities, or both, to issue requests for 
proposals (RFPs) for multi-year agreements for energy, in conjunction with or independent of any attendant 
environmental attributes from electric energy sources, and coordinate with one or more New England states 
in issuing this RFP.

	 V. Modifies the scope and capacity limits of community solar projects, including expanding the annual cap 
for low-moderate income community solar projects from 6 MW to 12 MW.

	 VI. Allows group net metering members to sign agreements with multiple group hosts, as long as their 
combined allocated load does not exceed their total load.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
SB 56, relative to consolidating the New Hampshire health and education facilities authority within the 
business finance authority.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 56 consolidates the New Hampshire Health and Education Facilities Authority (HEFA) within the 
New Hampshire Business Finance Authority (BFA). The bill establishes the BFA as the successor for 
obligations of the HEFA and changes how the BFA issues certain kinds of bonds. This bill is a request 
of the HEFA and BFA.
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Senate Executive Departments and Administration
October 7, 2025
2025-2992s
07/05

Amendment to SB 56
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Purpose and Findings. The general court finds that:

		  I. The New Hampshire health and education facilities authority and the New Hampshire business finance 
authority perform similar and compatible financing and other functions that benefit New Hampshire citizens 
and communities, and the New Hampshire economy.

		  II. The combination of the functions of the New Hampshire health and education facilities authority 
with and into the New Hampshire business finance authority will achieve the continued delivery of effective 
government services supporting New Hampshire’s economy and communities and will further realize signifi-
cant efficiencies and opportunities for increased public impacts.

		  III. The board of directors of each organization have expressed their support for the combination of op-
erations and staff into a single, unified enterprise focused on the continued growth and development of the 
New Hampshire economy.

	 2 Merger of the New Hampshire Health and Education Facilities Authority and the New Hampshire Busi-
ness Finance Authority; Transfer of Powers and Duties.

		  I.(a) Effective on and after July 1, 2026, the New Hampshire health and education facilities authority 
(“HEFA”), as created by RSA 195-D:4, shall be merged with and into the New Hampshire business finance 
authority (“BFA”), without any further action, and the rights, powers and duties, and properties of the HEFA 
shall on and after such date be exercised, performed, owned and held by the BFA as created by RSA 162-
A:3. All real estate, property rights, personal property, funds, moneys, revenues, receipts, contract rights, 
trust agreements, any rights or interests of HEFA in any trusts or trust property, or other intangible assets, 
equipment or other ownership, possessory, or security interests or mortgages of any kind whatsoever, or any 
portion thereof held by HEFA, including, without limitation, funds previously appropriated by the state for 
HEFA, shall be deemed for record notice and otherwise, as applicable, to belong to the BFA on the same basis 
and with the same interest as previously held by HEFA, as applicable. Any and all rights, obligations, and 
liabilities of HEFA shall become rights, obligations, and liabilities of the BFA. Any resolution taken by or 
commitment made by HEFA with respect to any financing, including loans, bond issuances, guarantees and 
insurance and any other action made by HEFA shall become resolutions of the BFA.

			   (b) All duly existing contracts, leases, trusts, or obligations of HEFA that are in force immediately before 
the effective date of the merger of HEFA with and into the BFA shall be deemed to be the contracts, leases, 
trusts, or obligations of the BFA. No existing right or remedy under any such contract, lease, trust, or obligation 
shall be lost, impaired or affected by this act. The BFA shall have authority on or after such date to exercise all 
rights and enjoy all interests conferred upon HEFA by all such contracts, leases, trusts, or obligations.

			   (c) The transfer of the assets, liabilities, obligations and debts of HEFA to the BFA under this act shall 
be effective upon merger of HEFA with and into the BFA and shall bind all persons with or without notice 
and without any further action or documentation. Without derogating from the foregoing, the BFA may, from 
time to time, execute and record and file for registration with any registry of deeds or with the secretary of 
state, as appropriate, a certificate confirming the BFA’s ownership of any interest in real or personal property 
formerly held by HEFA and transferred pursuant to the provisions of this act and establishing and confirming 
the rights and limits of property so transferred.

			   (d) This act shall not limit or impair the rights, remedies, or defenses of the state, the BFA, or HEFA 
in or to any action or proceeding. Actions and proceedings against or on behalf of HEFA shall continue un-
abated and, from and after the date of dissolution of HEFA, may be completed against or by the BFA.

			   (e) Notwithstanding the foregoing, no existing rights of the holders of the bonds and notes issued by 
HEFA shall be impaired, and the BFA as successor in interest to HEFA shall comply with the covenants of 
the trust indentures and loan agreements and other applicable documentation pertaining to such bonds and 
notes so long as such bonds and notes shall remain outstanding, except to the extent the BFA may modify, 
amend, or waive such covenants with such consents and agreements of other parties as are required by the 
terms thereof.
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			   (f) All orders, rules and regulations duly made and all approvals duly granted by HEFA, which are in 
force immediately before the effective date of this act, shall continue in force and the provisions thereof shall 
thereafter be enforced, until superseded, revised, rescinded or canceled, in accordance with law, by the BFA.

			   (g) All books, papers, records, documents, equipment, buildings, facilities, cash and other property 
and assets, both personal and real, whether or not electronic, including all such property and assets held in 
trust, which on July 1, 2026, are in the custody of HEFA shall be transferred to the BFA.

		  II. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the term the ‘New Hampshire health and 
educational facilities authority’ or ‘HEFA’, wherever either appears in a general or special law, except as they 
appear in this act, shall mean the ‘New Hampshire business finance authority’, including, but not limited 
to RSA 195-D and 195-E; provided, however, that such change of reference shall not restrict or limit in any 
manner the exercise by the BFA of its rights, powers, duties or purposes, or to its ownership and holding 
of properties and assets under RSA 162-A, RSA 162-I, RSA 162-S, RSA 162-T or any other provision of law 
applicable to the BFA, including without limitation the power of the BFA to issue bonds under said chapters 
RSA 162-A, RSA 162-I, RSA 162-S, RSA 162-T or under any such other provision.

		  III.(a) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, this section shall facilitate the orderly 
transfer of the employees, proceedings, rules and regulations, property and legal obligations of the following 
functions of state government from HEFA to the BFA.

			   (b) The employees of HEFA are hereby transferred to the BFA, without interruption of service, sal-
ary or compensation, or benefits, if any, notwithstanding any change in title or duties resulting from such 
reorganization, and without loss of accrued rights to holidays, sick leave, vacation and benefits. Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to confer upon an employee a right not held immediately before the date of 
said transfer, or to prohibit a reduction of salary grade, transfer, reassignment, suspension, discharge, layoff 
or abolition of position not prohibited before July 1, 2026.

			   (c) All petitions, requests, investigations and other proceedings appropriately and duly brought be-
fore HEFA or duly begun by HEFA and pending before it before the effective date of this act, shall continue 
unabated and remain in force, but shall be assumed and completed by the BFA.

			   (d) All orders, rules and regulations duly made and all approvals duly granted by HEFA, including 
approvals for the issuance of bonds and granting of direct loans duly made by HEFA, which are in force im-
mediately before the effective date of this act, shall continue in force and shall thereafter be enforced, until 
superseded, revised, rescinded or canceled, in accordance with law, by the BFA.

			   (e) All transfers under this section shall be completed by July 1, 2026.

	 3 New Paragraphs; Public Safety and Welfare; Business Finance Authority; Definitions. Amend RSA 162-
A:2 by inserting after paragraph XVII the following new paragraphs:

		  XVIII. “Non-profit representative” means an individual (a) who is an officer, director, trustee, member, 
employee, or representative of, or (b) who has significant experience providing professional or financial ser-
vices to, an organization that is exempt from federal taxation pursuant to Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.

		  XIX. “Institution for education” means an educational institution which by virtue of law or charter is a 
public or other nonprofit educational institution empowered to provide a program of education; or an affiliate 
of any of the foregoing.

		  XX. “Education official” means an individual (a) who works for an institution for education, or (b) who 
has significant experience providing professional or financial services to an institution for education.

		  XXI. “Health care institution” means a hospital; nursing home; health maintenance organization; home 
health care provider; an institution providing a health care program; ambulatory care clinic; or an affiliate 
of any of the foregoing.

		  XXII. “Health care official” means an individual (a) who is an officer, director, trustee, member, employee, 
or representative of a health care institution, or (b) who has significant experience providing professional or 
financial services to a health care institution.

	 4 Public Safety and Welfare; Business Finance Authority; Management. Amend RSA 162-A:4, I to read as 
follows:
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		  I. The management of the authority shall be vested in a board of [14] 16 directors, who shall serve with-
out compensation. The governor, with the consent of the council, shall appoint [9] 11 members of the board, 
who shall include [an executive director of a regional planning commission and one elected or appointed lo-
cal official] a member who is an education official, a member who is a health care official, and a 
member who is a non-profit representative. The governor shall designate one of the board members as 
chairperson. Each board member appointed by the governor shall hold office for 3 years, or until a successor 
has been appointed. The state treasurer shall serve as a voting ex officio member of the board. Two members 
of the house of representatives, who shall be appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives, and 
2 members of the senate, who shall be appointed by the president of the senate, shall serve as nonvoting 
members of the board. A director serving as a member of the house of representatives or as a member of the 
senate shall serve for a term ending when the general court dissolves.

	 5 Public Safety and Welfare; Business Finance Authority Revenue Bonds; Definitions. Amend RSA 162-I:2, 
III to read as follows:

		  III. “Bond” means [an evidence of indebtedness issued by the authority under this chapter to finance a 
project in whole or in part or to refund indebtedness incurred for that purpose] any bond, note, or other 
obligation evidencing indebtedness issued or entered into or acquired or incurred by the authority 
under this chapter, including any certificate of participation or lease or lease-purchase, installment 
sale, or other financing agreement, and any refunding bond or other indebtedness with respect to 
a bond or any other evidence of indebtedness issued by the authority or another party.

	 6 Public Safety and Welfare; Business Finance Authority Revenue Bonds; Definitions. Amend RSA 162-I:2, 
III-a to read as follows:

		  III-a. “Commercial facility” shall be an eligible facility and means any facility, whether tangible or 
intangible, which is to be used in a trade or business whether or not such business is operated for profit.

	 7 Public Safety and Welfare; Business Finance Authority Revenue Bonds; Definitions. Amend RSA 162-I:2, 
V to read as follows:

		  V. “Eligible facility” means a facility which consists of real property, personal property [or both] or other 
assets, or any combination thereof, whether tangible or intangible. An eligible facility may include ap-
purtenances and structures such as pumping machinery, storage accommodations, transportation facilities or 
utility lines which are incidental to the operation of the facility. If less than an entire eligible facility is to be 
financed under this chapter, the portion of the facility which is to be financed may also be called an eligible 
facility. [An eligible facility shall also include any intangible property, such as patents or licenses, reasonably 
necessary for the operation of the facility.]

	 8 Public Safety and Welfare; Business Finance Authority Revenue Bonds; Definitions. Amend RSA 162-I:2, 
VIII to read as follows:

		  VIII. “Project” means any capital improvement, purchase of receivables, property, assets, com-
modities, bonds, or other revenue streams or related assets, working capital program or liability 
or other insurance program. The term “project” shall include the creation, establishment, acquisition, 
construction, expansion, remodeling or replacement of an eligible facility, or of one or more structural or 
operational components of an eligible facility, financed by the issue of bonds under this chapter.

	 9 Public Safety and Welfare; Business Finance Authority Revenue Bonds; Definitions. Amend RSA 162-I:2, 
IX(g) and (h) to read as follows:

			   (g) Interest prior to and during construction and, [until one year after the completion of a project] if 
determined advisable by the authority, for a period after completion of such construction the cost 
of financing the project, including interest on bonds and notes issued by the authority to finance 
a project;

			   (h) Working capital, whether or not related to a project, or to an eligible facility; and

	 10 Public Safety and Welfare; Business Finance Authority Revenue Bonds; Security Documents. Amend 
RSA 162-I:7, II to read as follows:

		  II. [Any assignment, pledge, mortgage or other encumbrance of all or part of the authority’s right to receive 
payments with respect to an eligible facility contained in a security document shall be fully effective and per-
fected from the time when the security document is executed with or without any subsequent physical delivery 
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or segregation of the money and without any filing or recording under RSA 382-A or otherwise] A pledge of 
property, revenues, or other collateral by the authority to secure the payment of principal or redemp-
tion price of, or interest on, any bonds, or any reimbursement or similar agreement with any provider 
of credit enhancement for bonds, or any swap or other agreement entered into in connection with 
bonds, is binding on the parties and on any successors. The collateral shall immediately be subject 
to the pledge, and the pledge shall constitute a lien and security interest which shall attach immedi-
ately to the collateral and be effective, binding, and enforceable against the pledgor, its successors, 
purchasers of the collateral, creditors, and all others, to the extent set forth, and in accordance with, 
the pledge document, irrespective of whether those parties have notice of the pledge and without the 
need for any physical delivery, recordation, filing or further act.

	 11 Public Safety and Welfare; Business Finance Authority; Bonds. Amend RSA 162-I:8, II to read as follows:

		  II. [Every bond shall be signed on behalf of the authority by 2 persons designated by the board. Any 
person so designated shall be a member of the board, or the executive director, senior credit officer, or the 
chief financial officer of the authority. Each such signature may be manual or facsimile but at least one sig-
nature on every bond shall be manual, unless the bond bears a manual authentication or certification by a 
bank, trust company or other financial institution described in RSA 162-I:12, in which case each signature 
on behalf of the authority may be facsimile. Interest coupons, if any, shall bear the facsimile signature of one 
of the persons signing the bond on behalf of the authority. Bonds shall also bear the seal of the authority or 
a facsimile of the seal. Bonds executed as provided in this paragraph shall be valid notwithstanding that any 
or all of the persons whose signatures appear on the bond shall have ceased to hold office before delivery of 
and payment for the bond.] Bonds shall be executed in the manner provided in the resolution therefor 
and may be executed by one person designated by the board, provided that such execution may be 
by facsimile so long as the bond is signed by an authentication agent appointed by the authority. 
Any person so designated to execute a bond shall be a member of the board, or the executive direc-
tor, senior credit officer, non-profit bonding and lending officer, or the chief financial officer of 
the authority.

	 12 Public Safety and Welfare; Business Finance Authority; Approval of Governor and Council. RSA 162-I:9 
is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

	 162-I:9 Approval of Governor and Council.

		  I. The authority shall not acquire any interest in a project or an eligible facility or execute any financing 
or security document or issue any bonds with respect to the project or facility, unless the governor and council 
have found after a hearing that the proposed financing, operation and use of the project or facility will serve 
a public use and provide a public benefit and have determined that the authority’s financing of the project 
will be within the policy of, and the authority conferred by, this chapter.

		  II. Nothing in this section shall prevent the authority from giving preliminary official approval of a pro-
posed project or eligible facility and the financing of the proposed project or eligible facility. The finding and 
determination by the governor and council may be made upon the written recommendation of the authority 
supported by any documentation and information which the governor and council may request.

	 13 Education; New Hampshire Health and Education Financing. Amend the chapter heading of RSA 195-D 
to read as follows:

CHAPTER 195-D

NEW HAMPSHIRE HEALTH AND EDUCATION [FACILITIES AUTHORITY] FINANCING

	 14 Education; New Hampshire Health and Education Financing. Amend RSA 195-D:1 to read as follows:

	 195-D:1 Declaration of Policy. It is declared to be the policy of the state that for the benefit of the people 
of the state, the increase of their commerce, welfare, and prosperity and the improvement of their health and 
living conditions, it is essential that this and future generations of youths be given the fullest opportunity to 
learn and develop their intellectual and mental capacities; that it is essential that participating educational 
institutions within the state be provided with appropriate additional means to assist such youths in achieving 
the required levels of learning and development of their intellectual and mental capacities; that it is essential 
that participating health care institutions within the state be provided with appropriate additional means to 
expand, enlarge and establish health care and other related facilities; that it is essential that participating 
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health care institutions and participating educational institutions within the state be encouraged and assisted 
in reducing the costs of providing health care or education; that it is essential that powers be conferred on 
the New Hampshire [health and education facilities] business finance authority as will assure the success-
ful completion of projects to be initiated by the corporation or the refinancing of existing indebtedness as 
provided in this chapter so as to accomplish the purposes of this chapter all to the public benefit and good. 
It is further declared that the exercise by the corporation of the powers conferred on the corporation under 
this chapter will constitute the performance of an essential governmental function.

	 15 Education; New Hampshire Health and Education Financing; Citation. Amend RSA 195-D:2 to read as 
follows:

	 195-D:2 Citation. This chapter as amended may be referred to as and cited as the “New Hampshire [Health 
and Education Facilities Authority] Health and Education Financing Act”.

	 16 Reference Change to Business Finance Authority. Amend RSA 195-D:3, I to read as follows:

		  I. “Corporation” means the New Hampshire [health and education facilities] business finance author-
ity created and established as a corporation and constituted and established as a public body corporate and 
agency of the state under RSA [195-D:4] 162-A:3, or any board, body, commission, department, or officer 
succeeding to the principal functions thereof or to whom the powers conferred upon the corporation by this 
chapter shall be given by law.

	 17 Loan Corporations; Definition of Authority; Reference Change to Business Finance Authority. Amend 
RSA 195-E:2, I to read as follows:

		  I. “Authority” means the New Hampshire [health and education facilities] business finance authority, 
established under RSA [195-D:4] 162-A:3.

	 18 Term Change; New Hampshire Business Finance Authority. Amend the following RSAs by replacing 
references made to “health and education facilities authority” with “business finance authority”: RSA 195-
D:23; 195-E:1; and 541-A:21, I(v).

	 19 Repeal. RSA 195-D:4, relative to the establishment of the New Hampshire health and education facili-
ties authority, is repealed.

	 20 Effective Date. This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.

2025-2992s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill:

	 I. Provides for the consolidation of the New Hampshire health and education facilities authority with and 
into the New Hampshire business finance authority, including the transfer of all assets, assumption of all 
debts and obligations, transfer of all employees, and the establishment of the New Hampshire Business fi-
nance authority as the successor in interest for all rights and obligations of the New Hampshire health and 
education facilities authority.

	 II. Makes changes to provisions of statute governing the business finance authority’s issuance of bonds.

SB 191-FN, relative to registration of vehicles in a fleet of 25 or more.
Interim Study, Vote 4-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 191-FN establishes a 5-year fleet vehicle registration program in the Division of Motor Vehicles for 
fleets of 25 vehicles or more. The Committee decided, in order to address the outstanding technical issues 
previously identified, more time was needed to gather the relevant information.

SB 298-FN, relative to sober living house certification and operational standards.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 298-FN was written to address operational standards and the certification process of recovery resi-
dences in New Hampshire. The ED&A committee amended the bill to require recovery residences to 
be certified by the New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services, guarantee posting of 
residents’ rights and proof of certification. The amendment also provides enforcement authority to the 
Department of Health and Human Services.
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Senate Executive Departments and Administration
December 3, 2025
2025-3105s
05/08

Amendment to SB 298-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to certification of recovery residences.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Paragraph; Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse; Definitions. Amend RSA 172-B:1 by inserting after para-
graph XIII the following new paragraph:

		  XIII-a. “Recovery residence” means a home-like environment for individuals recovering from substance 
use disorder that provides an alcohol-free and drug-free living environment or any business holding themselves 
out as recovery housing, sober living, or a recovery residence.

	 2 Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse; Provision of Services; Acceptance Into Treatment. Amend RSA 172-B:2, 
V-VII to read as follows:

		  V.(a) The commissioner shall adopt rules, pursuant to RSA 541-A, relative to establishing and providing 
for the administration of a [voluntary registration] certification program for operators of [certified] recov-
ery residences [housing seeking registration] in the state of New Hampshire. The rules developed for the 
administration of the [registration] certification program shall include:

				    (1) A process for receiving complaints against certified recovery residences [housing operators].

				    (2) A process for certification by a certifying entity designated by the commissioner that is based 
on nationally recognized standards including, but not limited to, documents to show the recovery [house] 
residence meets minimum safety and recovery standards including, but not limited to health, building, zon-
ing, and fire inspection approvals, proof of insurance, resident agreement, emergency procedures, and policies 
and procedures addressing grievances, non-discrimination, code of ethics, and safe storage of medication.

				    (3) Criteria by which the department may revoke certification of [exclude] a residence [from the 
list] if the frequency or severity of complaints received supports a determination that the recovery [housing] 
residence at issue does not maintain standards or provide an environment that appropriately supports re-
covery.

				    (4) Resident rights, a certificate of certification, and grievance procedures shall be posted 
within the residence for residents to review.

				    (5) Enforcement actions, including the administration of fines, and suspension or revoca-
tion of certification for failing to comply with this chapter and the rules adopted thereunder.

				    (6) The process for establishment of recovery residences.

		  VI. The department shall prepare, publish, and disseminate a list of all certified recovery residences, 
to be publicly published [housing pursuant to paragraph V]. A state agency or vendor with a state or feder-
ally funded contract that is providing treatment or recovery support services to a person shall not refer the 
person to a recovery [housing] residence unless the recovery [housing] residence is certified pursuant to 
paragraph V.

		  VII.(a) The commissioner or designee shall designate an entity to serve as the certifying body for a 
[voluntary] certification program for recovery residences based upon nationally recognized standards. The 
certifying body shall establish and implement a certification program for recovery residences that maintain 
nationally recognized standards that:

				    (1) Uphold industry best practices and support a safe, healthy, and effective recovery environment;

				    (2) Evaluate the residence’s ability to assist persons in achieving long-term recovery goals;

				    (3) Protect residents of recovery residences against unreasonable and unfair practices in setting 
and collecting fee payments; and

				    (4) Verify good standing with regard to local, state, and federal laws and any regulations and or-
dinances including, but not limited to, building, maximum occupancy, fire safety and sanitation codes.
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			   (b) The certifying body shall investigate complaints received by the department regarding non-com-
pliance with [NARR] nationally recognized standards. The certifying body shall provide an annual report 
to the department, and shall report quarterly on any newly certified [houses] residences or [houses] resi-
dences that are out of compliance. [The certifying body shall inform the department within 5 business days 
if a recovery house’s certification is suspended or revoked.

			   (c) The department shall identify certified recovery houses in good-standing on the registry created 
pursuant to paragraph V.

			   (d) The department shall adopt rules, pursuant to RSA 541-A, relative to the process for certification 
and the requirements of this paragraph.]

		  VIII. All recovery residences operating in the state of New Hampshire shall file with the depart-
ment, on a form prescribed by the department, within 120 days of the effective date of this section to 
initiate the certification process. For any recovery housing residence that begins operations after the 
effective date of this section, the required form shall be filed with the department no later than 30 days 
after the first resident begins occupancy. The following information shall be included on the form:

			   (a) The name and contact information of the operator;

			   (b) The first date of occupancy;

			   (c) Information related to any existing certification or equivalent accreditation the residence 
has obtained or is in the process of obtaining; and

			   (d) Any other information required by the department through rule.

		  IX. All recovery residences operating within the state of New Hampshire shall obtain and 
maintain certification directly or through a contracted entity pursuant to the rules adopted under 
this chapter and the following:

			   (a) Certification shall be completed within 12 months of filing. A recovery residence shall 
not operate without certification unless it is actively engaged in efforts to obtain certification. For 
purposes of identifying this 12-month time frame, a recovery housing residence is considered to 
begin operating on the date that the first resident occupies the residence.

			   (b) If the department finds that a recovery residence is operating without certification, the 
department shall issue by certified mail a cease operations notice. The department shall notify the 
attorney general for prosecution.

			   (c) No person, business, or government entity shall advertise or represent any residence or 
other building to be a recovery residence, sober living home, or any other alcohol and drug free 
housing for persons recovering from substance use disorder unless the residence or building meets 
one of the following conditions:

				    (1) The residence or building is certified under this chapter;

				    (2) The residence or building is regulated and licensed by the department; or

				    (3) The residence is an Oxford House.

	 3 State Board of Fire Control; Exemption for Recovery Residences. Amend RSA 153:10-d to read as follows:

	 153:10-d Exemption for Recovery [Houses] Residences.

		  I. An owner or operator of a recovery [house] residence which is in compliance with rules adopted by the 
commissioner of health and human services under RSA 172-B:2, V for the [voluntary] registry for operators 
of recovery [houses] residences [or who is certified by the New Hampshire Coalition of Recovery Residences] 
may apply to the state fire marshal and maybe granted an exemption under RSA 153:5, IV from certain re-
quirements of the state fire code, provided the following requirements are in place:

			   (a) A properly maintained electrical system.

			   (b) A properly maintained heating system, inspected and tagged annually by a qualified service tech-
nician, including a domestic sprinkler head over the unit and smoke separation from living area.

			   (c) Properly maintained cooking appliances.

			   (d) Street number of the recovery [house] residence posted and visible from the street.
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			   (e) No smoking within 10 feet of the building unless approved by the local fire department.

			   (f) A written evacuation plan submitted to and approved by the local fire department.

			   (g) Monthly evacuation drills must be conducted with documentation available for review onsite.

			   (h) Basement living spaces shall have an exit directly to grade.

			   (i) The facility shall have a minimum of 50 gross square feet per bed per sleeping room.

			   (j) At least one escape window in each sleeping room. An escape window shall comply with the state 
fire marshal’s most recent informational bulletin document relative to size and dimensions.

			   (k) Installed interconnected smoke and carbon monoxide alarms, electrically powered with battery 
backup, on each level and in each sleeping room. Ten-year battery alarms with wireless interconnectivity 
may be substituted for electrically powered alarms. For occupancies exceeding 8 occupants, the installation 
of a complete fire alarm system, with carbon monoxide detection, including automatic notification to the local 
fire department shall be required.

			   (l) Annual compliance inspection by the local fire department.

			   (m) If the travel distance to an exit is greater than 75 feet, or for occupancies with living space above 
the second floor regardless of travel distance, there shall be 2 remote means of egress from each floor.

			   (n) A 24-hour emergency contact person with contact information and the approved building occupant 
load shall be posted in the common area of the building so it is readily visible to the fire department.

		  II. In this section, “recovery [house] residence” means as defined in RSA 172-B:1, XIII-a [a residence 
that provides a safe, healthy, family-like, substance-free living environment that supports individuals in 
recovery from addiction and is centered on peer support and a connection to services that promote long-term 
recovery; provided that “recovery housing” shall not include a halfway house or any other facility requiring 
a license pursuant to RSA 151].

	 4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2025-3105s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill requires the development of a certification process for recovery residences.

SB 301, creating a joint legislative oversight committee.
Interim Study, Vote 4-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 301 creates the Joint Standing Oversight Committee. The Executive Departments and Administration 
Committee concluded the bill was duplicative given there is an existing committee with oversight and 
performance audit authority. While that committee had previously focused more on the latter than the 
former, this is no longer the case. It was decided the current oversight committee needs to continue its 
work before any further legislation on the subject is taken up.

HB 233, requiring meetings of the New Hampshire vaccine association to be audio and video recorded and 
published on its website within 48 hours.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

HB 233 requires the New Hampshire Vaccine Association to record its meetings in both audio and video 
format and to post those recordings on its website within 48 hours. The Committee voted Inexpedient to 
Legislate on this bill, as the Association has already implemented these transparency measures volun-
tarily, making the legislation unnecessary.

HB 470, relative to the use of general anesthesia, deep sedation, and moderate sedation in dental treatment.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

HB 470 modifies the rule making authority of the Board of Dental Examiners, including allowing den-
tists to administer moderate sedation to patients under the age of thirteen without a second anesthesia 
provider, provided they meet certain standards for doing so. Since this bill was introduced the Board of 
Dental Examiners has changed their rules setting specific competency parameters and a minimum number 
of cases per year (10) to maintain proficiency and permission to do these procedures, and the Committee 
feels comfortable with effects of those new rules. However, interim study allows the bill to serve as a 
vehicle should future action be necessary.
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HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
SB 136-FN, establishing an uncompensated care assessment, fund, and committee within the department of 
insurance.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

This bill establishes an uncompensated health care fund to be administered by the Department of Insur-
ance and assessed by a surcharge on commercial insurers, reinsurers, and trusts overseeing self-insured 
plans. The Committee recognizes that the issue of uncompensated care in mental health care is a priority, 
however, this approach is only one that needs full examination. At this time, the Committee feels it is 
best to recommend this bill for interim study while a comprehensive solution is developed.

SB 256-FN, relative to the affordability and safety of clinician administered drugs.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Rochefort for the committee.

This bill establishes certain safety and procedural requirements for clinician-administered drugs by ad-
dressing the issues of “brown bagging” and “white bagging”, which are often used to store and administer 
specialty medications. The Committee adopted an amendment crafted with sponsor and stakeholder col-
laboration that prohibits the practice of “brown bagging”, while setting clear guidelines on “white bagging” 
to ensure there is communication between payers and dispensing pharmacies.

Senate Health and Human Services
October 22, 2025
2025-3029s
05/09

Amendment to SB 256-FN

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 establishing safety and care requirements for clinician-administered drugs.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Subdivision; Managed Care Law; Clinician-Administered Drugs. Amend RSA 420-J by inserting 
after section 26 the following new subdivision:

Clinician-Administered Drugs

	 420-J:27 Definition of Clinician-Administered Drug. In this subdivision, “clinician-administered drug” means 
an outpatient prescription drug, other than a vaccine, that:

		  I. Cannot reasonably be self-administered by the patient to whom the drug is prescribed or by an indi-
vidual assisting the enrollee with self-administration; and

		  II. Is typically administered:

			   (a) By a health care professional authorized under the laws of this state to administer the drug, in-
cluding when acting under a physician’s delegation and supervision; and

			   (b) In a physician’s office, hospital outpatient infusion center, or other clinical setting.

	 420-J:28 Safety, Care, and Choice Requirements for Clinician-Administered Drugs.

		  I. No health insurer or pharmacy benefit manager shall mandate that a clinician-administered drug 
be dispensed by a pharmacy selected by the insurer or PBM and delivered to a provider for administration 
(“white bagging”), unless:

			   (a) There is a written agreement between the provider and the dispensing pharmacy outlining responsi-
bilities for each party including, but not limited to, procedures for delivery, handling, storage, and liability; and

			   (b) The provider has given prior written consent to use that arrangement.

		  II. No health insurer or pharmacy benefit manager shall mandate that a pharmacy dispense a clinician-
administered drug to a patient for transport to a health care provider for administration (“brown bagging”), unless:

			   (a) There is a written attestation from the patient and provider that transporting the medication will 
not compromise care.

			   (b) The patient and provider have given prior written consent to use that arrangement.
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		  III. Pursuant to paragraphs I and II, a health carrier or pharmacy benefit manager shall not:

			   (a) Interfere with the enrollee’s right to choose to obtain a clinician-administered drug from their 
provider or pharmacy of choice.

			   (b) Limit or exclude coverage for a clinician-administered drug when not dispensed by a pharmacy 
selected by the health carrier, if such drug would otherwise be covered.

			   (c) Require that an enrollee pay an additional fee, higher copay, higher coinsurance, second copay, 
second coinsurance, or any other form of price increase for clinician-administered drugs when not dispensed 
by a pharmacy selected by the health carrier or pharmacy benefit manager.

			   (d) Condition, deny, restrict, refuse to authorize or approve, or reduce payment to a participating health 
care provider for providing covered clinician-administered drugs and related services to covered persons when 
all criteria for medical necessity are met, because the participating health care provider obtains clinician-
administered drugs from a pharmacy that is not a participating provider in the health carrier’s network or 
managed or owned by the pharmacy benefit manager.

	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2027.

2025-3029s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill establishes certain safety and procedural requirements for clinician-administered drugs.

HB 126, relative to prescriptions for certain controlled drugs.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Rochefort for the committee.

As amended, this bill clarifies exceptions to the 34-day limit on prescriptions for controlled drugs and 
permits a pharmacist to fill a prescription for a 92-day supply of injectable androgen prescribed for the 
treatment of chronic low testosterone. This bill expands previously passed legislation allowing for a 92-
day supply of topically applied androgen for the treatment of chronic low testosterone to also include 
injectable androgen.

Senate Health and Human Services
October 22, 2025
2025-3030s
05/05

Amendment to HB 126
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Controlled Drug Act; Sale by Pharmacist; Prescription Restrictions and Exceptions. RSA 318-B:9, IV is 
repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

		  IV. No prescription shall be filled for more than a 34-day supply upon any single filling for controlled 
drugs of schedules II or III, except as specified below:

			   (a) For schedule II or III controlled drugs that are commercially packaged for dispensing directly to 
the patient, such as metered sprays and inhalers, liquids packaged in bottles with calibrated droppers, and 
topical preparations packaged with metered dispensing pumps, may be filled for greater than a 34-day sup-
ply, but not more than 60 days, utilizing the smallest available product size, in order to maintain the dosing 
integrity of the commercially packaged containers.

			   (b) A prescription for amphetamines and methylphenidate hydrochloride may be filled for up to a 
90-day supply if the prescription specifies it is being used for the treatment of attention deficit disorder, at-
tention deficit disorder with hyperactivity, or narcolepsy.

			   (c) Prescriptions for a topically applied androgen prescribed for the treatment of chronic low testos-
terone may be filled for up to a 92-day supply.

			   (d) Prescriptions for an injectable androgen prescribed for the treatment of chronic low testosterone 
may be filled for up to a 92-day supply.

	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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2025-3030s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill clarifies exceptions to the 34-day limit on prescriptions for controlled drugs and permits a phar-
macist to fill a prescription for a 92-day supply of injectable androgen prescribed for the treatment of chronic 
low testosterone.

HB 705, relative to health care cost transparency.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Avard for the committee.

This bill requires health plans to disclose specific pricing information regarding covered items and services. 
The bill is contingent upon finalization of federal guidance under Presidential Executive Order 14221. 
This bill is an effort to improve transparency surrounding health insurance costs and leaves flexibility 
for the State to respond to forthcoming federal guidance appropriately.

JUDICIARY
SB 53-FN, relative to natural organic reduction of human remains.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Altschiller for the committee.

Senate Bill 53-FN authorizes the use of natural organic reduction (NOR) as a method of final disposition 
of human remains. Given the novelty of the process and outstanding questions regarding licensing, inspec-
tion, and compliance standards, the committee recommends that the bill be referred to interim study to 
further review regulatory and public health considerations.

SB 139-FN, creating a private right of action in civil rights cases.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

SB 139-FN seeks to amend RSA 354-B but does not create a private civil right of action. Lawmakers cited 
concerns that the bill could increase costs, cause delays, and place an undue burden on the court system. 
The Senate Judiciary Committee has recommended referring the bill for interim study.

SB 142-FN, establishing the department of children’s services and juvenile justice.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Carson for the committee.

Senate Bill 142-FN seeks to establish the Department of Children’s Services and Juvenile Justice, provid-
ing the department with the duties and powers of the Division for Children, Youth and Families. Observing 
the need for technical changes and considerations, the Senate Judiciary Committee recommends that the 
bill be referred to interim study.

SB 261-FN, requiring that custodial interrogations be recorded, establishing a fund to make grants to state law 
enforcement agencies to purchase equipment to enable such recordings, and making an appropriation therefor.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

SB 261-FN would require police to record all custodial interrogations conducted anywhere after the 
moment of detention. It creates a $50,000 Electronic Equipment Acquisition Fund to help agencies buy 
recording equipment. Law enforcement officials expressed concern that the proposal would be unduly 
burdensome and could increase caseloads for county attorneys. The Senate Judiciary Committee recom-
mends referring the bill for interim study.

SB 270, relative to allowing owners to gather items necessary for work from impounded vehicles.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Abbas for the committee.

Senate Bill 270 would allow individuals to retrieve personal or work-related items, such as tools, from an 
impounded vehicle if accompanied by the vehicle’s owner. While the committee agreed with the intent to 
prevent undue hardship, members raised concerns about verifying ownership of retrieved property and 
the potential liability for towing companies. The Senate Judiciary Committee recommends the bill for 
Interim Study to allow further review of these issues and to consider clearer safeguards.

SB 289-FN, relative to use and preservation of body-worn camera recordings in certain matters.
Interim Study, Vote 4-1. Senator Gannon for the committee.

Senate Bill 289-FN clarifies procedures for the use, retention, and destruction of body-worn camera (BWC) 
recordings in criminal, juvenile, and administrative proceedings. The Senate Judiciary Committee recom-
mends referring the bill to Interim Study to allow further review of how these evidentiary standards may 
interact with civil proceedings and broader privacy considerations.
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HB 480, relative to restoration of competency to stand trial for criminal defendants.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Abbas for the committee.

House Bill 480-FN directs the existing study committee on competency restoration to submit additional 
recommendations and establishes a 2-year pilot program within the Department of Health and Human 
Services to create one or more forensic liaison positions to assist in competency proceedings once funding 
becomes available. The Senate Judiciary Committee recommends passage of the bill as a first step toward 
addressing gaps in the state’s competency restoration process while allowing implementation to proceed 
only when adequate funding is secured.

HB 697-FN, relative to witness fees in criminal cases.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

HB 697-FN seeks to provide mileage reimbursement for civilian witnesses in court proceedings when 
required to return to testify in the same proceeding. The Senate Judiciary Committee recommends that 
the bill be referred to interim study, given the unintended inclusion of additional compensation measures 
among other considerations.

HB 733-FN, relative to reporting requirements for persons or entities financing lawsuits.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

House Bill 733-FN regulates third-party litigation financing by imposing disclosure and reporting require-
ments on entities that fund civil lawsuits. The committee recommends that the bill be referred to interim 
study to allow additional time to examine the implications of disclosure on confidentiality, attorney–client 
privilege, and the broader judicial process.

TRANSPORTATION
SB 39-FN, relative to establishing an alternative driver education program.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

This bill would have established an alternative driver education program and authorized the Commissioner 
of Safety to develop and adopt rules to implement it. The Committee heard testimony indicating that 
long wait times for driver education courses can create barriers for residents seeking to obtain a driver’s 
license. While the Department of Motor Vehicles has taken steps to reduce these delays, additional efforts 
are still needed. Accordingly, the Committee has recommended that the bill be referred for interim study.

SB 152-FN, authorizing the sale of toll credits to fund a newly established noise barrier construction fund for 
the design and construction of noise barrier projects.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Ricciardi for the committee.

This bill would have authorized the sale of toll credits to fund a newly established noise barrier construc-
tion fund for the design and construction of noise barrier projects if there were sufficient turnpike toll 
credits for the state match for certain federal apportionment totals. The committee expressed concern 
regarding the fiscal note and recommended this bill for interim study.

SB 155-FN, relative to highway toll credits.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

This bill would have allowed for the use of highway toll credits as a match for federal highway funds 
for certain projects. Any municipal, county, or non-profit managed project eligible for assistance under 
Title 23 would be permitted to use toll credits as a match for assistance. While the committee supported 
the concept of this bill, the use of toll credits as a matching fund system was determined to not be the 
right time based on the toll credit revenue trending. The committee recommended this bill be referred 
for interim study.

HB 105-FN, creating a new conservation license plate and directing the additional fee to the cyanobacteria 
mitigation loan and grant fund.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator McConkey for the committee.

This bill would have established a new conservation license plate to generate revenue for the Cyanobac-
teria Mitigation Loan and Grant Fund. The Committee recommended this bill for interim study, citing 
concerns that the new plate could interfere with the existing Moose Plate program.

HB 321-FN, requiring the division of motor vehicles to extend a fine payment period for certain motor vehicle 
violations from 30 days to 90 days if the driver requests the extension.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Fenton for the committee.
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This bill proposed allowing drivers to request an extension of the fine payment period for certain motor 
vehicle violations from 30 days to 90 days upon a driver’s request. The committee found that several as-
pects of the bill required additional clarification and refinement. As a result, the committee recommends 
referring the bill for interim study.

HB 452-FN, relative to the issuance of drivers’ licenses for aliens temporarily residing in New Hampshire.
Interim Study, Vote 5-0. Senator Ward for the committee.

This bill attempted to impose stricter requirements on the issuance and renewal of nonresident drivers’ 
licenses, but it raised serious concerns about practicality, enforcement, and potential legal issues. The 
Committee recommends interim study because further work needed to have been done to address the lack 
of clarity, enforceability, and policy foundation.

The question is on the adoption of the Consent Calendar. Adopted.

REGULAR CALENDAR
COMMERCE
SB 88-FN, prohibiting state government entities from including specified terms related to labor organization 
agreements in construction related contracts and grants.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-2. Senator Murphy for the committee.

Senate Commerce
October 30, 2025
2025-3069s
07/08

Amendment to SB 88-FN
Amend the bill by inserting after section 1 the following and renumbering the original section 2 to read as 3:

	 2 New Section; Prohibition on Discriminatory Contract and RFP Provisions. Amend RSA 21-I by inserting 
after section 114 the following new section:

	 21-I:114-a Prohibition on Discriminatory Contract and RFP Provisions. No state agency shall issue an RFP 
or enter into or review any contract, construction grant, or related agreement that includes any provision that 
favors or disfavors a contractor based on their affiliation or non-affiliation with a labor organization, ensuring 
the state shall be neutral and shall not discriminate on the basis of labor affiliation.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.

HB 649-FN, removing the requirement for physical safety inspections and on-board diagnostic tests for pas-
senger vehicles and eliminating funding for the motor vehicle air pollution abatement fund.
No Recommendation, Vote 3-3. Senator Innis for the committee.

Senator Innis moved Ought to Pass.

Senator McGough offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. McGough, Dist 11
January 6, 2026
2026-0039s
07/09

Floor Amendment to HB 649-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to motor vehicle registration and registration fees pertaining to the rental fleet passenger 
vehicle registration program and motor vehicle inspections.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Off Highway Recreational Vehicles And Trails; Rental Fleet Passenger Vehicle Registration Program. 
RSA 261:40-b is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

	 261:40-b Rental Fleet Passenger Vehicle Registration Program.
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		  I. The division of motor vehicles shall establish a rental fleet registration program, whereby a qualified 
registrant, according to paragraph II, may register 50 or more in-service rental passenger vehicles as a fleet, 
elect a common annual expiration date for all vehicles in the fleet, receive registration stickers for each ve-
hicle in the fleet that shall be valid for 2 years, and pay registration fees for each fleet vehicle based on the 
common 2-year expiration date and according to rates and costs established in existing law.

		  II. The rental fleet registration program shall be solely for the registration of a fleet of 50 or more in-
service rental passenger vehicles. A rental car company intending to register such a fleet shall submit a 
current New Hampshire certificate of good standing issued by the secretary of state’s office to the division of 
motor vehicles and receive the division’s approval to enroll in the program. Once enrolled in the program, a 
registrant shall submit a current certificate of good standing at the time of payment of registration fees and 
costs. Additionally, the division may require a company enrolled in the program to produce a current certifi-
cate of good standing at any time during the 2-year period of registration. If a rental car company is not in 
good standing with the secretary of state or fails to meet other enrollment criteria set by the division of mo-
tor vehicles, including maintaining an in-service fleet of 50 or more vehicles, the division shall terminate the 
registrant’s fleet registration and revert any existing registration credentials to those of a non-fleet vehicle.

		  III. Upon initial registration of a fleet, and at least 60 days prior to the common 2-year expiration date 
for the fleet, the registrant shall provide an itemized account of all motor vehicles in the fleet in the manner 
required by the division.

		  IV. Any vehicle added to the fleet after the initial fleet registration shall receive a registration sticker 
identical to those of the registered fleet and the registrant shall be required to pay a prorated amount of reg-
istration fees and costs for the remainder of the year until the common 2-year expiration date. A registrant 
may transfer the registration of a permanently retired fleet vehicle to a new in-service fleet vehicle for any 
remainder period of registration.

		  V. The director of the division of motor vehicles shall adopt rules pursuant to RSA 541-A regarding 
enrollment and cancellation of enrollment.

		  VI. No later than 60 days after the effective date of this paragraph, the commissioner of the department 
of safety shall make rules under RSA 541-A relative to the establishment and administration of the rental 
fleet passenger vehicle program established in RSA 261:40-b.

	 2 New Paragraphs; Certificates of Title and Registration of Vehicles; Temporary Permit and Plates Pend-
ing Registration. Amend RSA 261:56 by inserting after paragraph II the following new paragraphs:

		  III. Notwithstanding paragraphs I and II, no dealer shall issue a temporary plate or temporary registra-
tion certificate to any motor vehicle that fails to meet the requirements set forth in RSA 266.

		  IV. The director shall adopt rules, pursuant to RSA 541-A, relative to the requirements dealers must 
follow prior to issuing a temporary plate or temporary registration under this section.

	 3 Certificates of Title and Registration of Vehicles; Twenty-Day Registrations. Amend RSA 261:57, I to 
read as follows:

		  I. Any resident of this state who intends to purchase a vehicle in another state or from another person 
or who is unable to register a vehicle because of limited hours of operation of the town clerk in the town 
where the person resides may apply to the division or its substation or authorized agent nearest his or her 
residence for a registration to drive said vehicle on the ways of the state in an unregistered condition. Said 
resident shall appear in person at the division or substation to obtain such registration and shall sign under 
penalty of perjury a statement that the vehicle [meets all New Hampshire inspection requirements,] is safe 
for operation upon the highways pursuant to RSA 266 and, in the case of a person seeking an extension 
of his or her registration, that he or she was unable to register the vehicle because of the limited hours of the 
town clerk, before said registration may be issued. Said registration shall be valid for 20 days from the time 
it is issued. Application blanks and permits in the form prescribed by the director shall be designed, printed, 
and supplied to the substations by the division. The fee for the issuance of a registration shall be $20. It shall 
be unlawful for any person to drive a vehicle on the ways of the state under a registration issued pursuant 
to this section unless said person has in his or her possession a valid bill of sale for the vehicle he or she is 
driving, or in the case of a person whose registration is extended, a copy of the form indicating he or she was 
unable to register because of the limited hours of the town clerk. No person shall make application for a 20-
day registration on the same vehicle more than once within a 12-month period. Only 3 20-day registrations 
shall be issued on the same vehicle within a 12-month period.
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	 4 New Paragraph; Certificates of Title and Registration of Vehicles; Fees to be Collected. Amend RSA 
261:141 by inserting after paragraph VI the following new paragraph:

		  VI-a. If a vehicle is to be registered in accordance with RSA 261:40-b, the following shall apply:

			   (a) If an original registration, the month in which the anniversary of the owner’s birth occurs will be 
one of the next 2 or 3 months, the fee shall be increased by 1/24 for each whole month or part thereof remain-
ing until the end of the month in which such anniversary will occur.

			   (b) If a vehicle has been previously registered pursuant to RSA 261:40-b, said vehicle registration shall 
not be renewed for less than a 24 month fee, provided that the renewal registration is effected within 24 months 
of the expiration of the registrant’s last valid registration. If a vehicle has been previously registered, and the 
owner of said vehicle fails to renew the vehicle registration in the month said renewal was legally required to 
be made when said renewal is obtained within 24 months of the last valid registration, the 24 months renewal 
fees charged hereunder shall be computed at the applicable mill rate which applied in the month when the 
vehicle should have been legally registered. If the registration is renewed beyond the 24 months immediately 
succeeding the last valid registration, the 24 months fee charged shall be computed at the mill rate applicable 
on the date when any successive registration period would have begun, and the minimum fee in such cases 
shall be for 24 months, except in those cases where the registrant can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the 
director that the vehicle has not been operated since the expiration of the last valid registration, in which case 
the registrant may register at the applicable mill rate on the date of the registration.

	 5 New Paragraph; Certificates of Title and Registration of Vehicles; Fees for Registration Permits. Amend 
RSA 261:153 by inserting after paragraph III the following new paragraph:

		  III-a. If a vehicle is to be registered in accordance with RSA 261:40-b, the following shall apply:

			   (a) If the month in which the anniversary of the owner’s birth occurs will be one of the next 2 or 3 
months, the permit fee shall be increased by 1/24 for each whole month or part thereof remaining until the 
end of the month in which such anniversary will occur and the owner shall not be required to obtain a permit 
for the next registration period.

			   (b) In all other cases for vehicles specified in RSA 261:40-b, the permit fee shall be determined by 
multiplying 1/24 of the permit fee for the vehicle times the total number of whole months and any part of a 
month remaining until the end of the month in which the anniversary of the owner’s birth occurs, and the 
owner shall be required to obtain a permit for the next registration period.

	 6 Trade and Commerce; Sale of Unsafe Used Motor Vehicles; Inspections RSA 358-F:2 is repealed and 
reenacted to read as follows:

	 358-F:2 Inspection.

		  I. Before selling to any customer any used motor vehicle, the dealer shall provide the customer with one 
of the following written statements at the time of sale:

			   (a) If the dealer has conducted, or had conducted, an examination of the vehicle for compliance with 
the equipment requirements of RSA 266, and the vehicle is found to be in compliance, the dealer shall pres-
ent to the customer at the time of sale a notice which states: “This motor vehicle has been determined to be 
in compliance with the equipment requirements pursuant to RSA 266.”

			   (b) If the dealer has conducted, or had conducted, an examination of the vehicle for compliance with 
the equipment requirements of RSA 266 and the vehicle is found not to be in compliance, the dealer shall 
provide a statement which reads: “This motor vehicle has been examined and determined not to be in compli-
ance with the equipment requirements pursuant to RSA 266. The following defects are identified.”

			   (c) If the dealer has not conducted an examination of the vehicle for compliance with the equipment 
requirements of RSA 266, the dealer shall provide a statement which reads: “No examination has been con-
ducted to determine whether this motor vehicle is in compliance with the equipment requirements pursuant 
to RSA 266.”

		  II. Each notice or statement provided under this section shall specify the date on which the examination 
was conducted, if any, and the name of the person who performed it.

	 7 Trade and Commerce; Sale of Unsafe Used Motor Vehicles; Inspection; Remedy. Amend RSA 358-F:4 to 
read as follows:



48	 SENATE  JOURNAL  7  JANUARY  2026

	 358-F:4 Remedy. A failure of any dealer to comply with the provisions of this section, or a concealment 
by any dealer of any defect which was discovered, or should have been discovered, during the [inspection 
requested] examination conducted under RSA 358-F:2 is an unfair or deceptive act or practice within the 
meaning of RSA 358-A:2. Any right or remedy set forth in RSA 358-A may be used to enforce the provisions 
of this chapter.

	 8 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

2026-0039s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill makes various changes to how vehicles are registered in accordance with the rental fleet pas-
senger vehicle registration program and requires motor vehicle dealers to provide a customer with a written 
statement concerning the vehicle’s compliance with RSA 266 at the time of a sale.

Recess. Out of recess.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to the 
Committee on Finance (Rule 4-5).

EDUCATION
SB 208-FN, requiring local school boards and public libraries to adopt curation policies.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 3-2. Senator Abbas for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate. Adopted.

HB 292, establishing a commission to study school administrative unit consolidation.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 3-2. Senator Ward for the committee.

Senate Education
November 20, 2025
2025-3101s
07/08

Amendment to HB 292
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 establishing a revolving loan fund for school districts.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Subparagraph; The State and Its Government; State Treasurer; Application of Receipts. Amend 
RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after subparagraph (410) the following new subparagraph:

				    (411) Moneys deposited in the school district adequacy revolving loan fund established in RSA 194:63.

	 2 New Subdivision; School District; Funding. Amend RSA 194 by inserting after section 61 the following 
new subdivision:

School District; Funding

	 194:62 Declaration of Intent. The intent of this subdivision is to provide a targeted, temporary fiscal stabi-
lization mechanism through the establishment of a school district adequacy revolving loan fund administered 
by the state treasury to assist the district with cash flow in anticipation of adequacy payments owed to them 
by the state pursuant to RSA 198:40-a and paid under the schedule set forth in RSA 198:42.

	 194:63 School District Adequacy Revolving Loan Fund. There is hereby established in the department of 
treasury a fund to be known as the school district adequacy revolving loan fund, which shall be kept separate 
and distinct from all other funds. Moneys in the fund shall be nonlapsing and shall be continually appropri-
ated to the treasury, and shall be used to provide loans to school districts.

	 194:64 Outstanding Loan Amount. At no time shall the total outstanding amount of loans made under this 
subdivision exceed 75 percent of total adequacy funding to be distributed to school districts, pursuant to RSA 
198:41, in any given year.

	 194:65 Certification of Disclosure. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the school 
district adequacy revolving loan fund shall be considered an allowable use of the education trust fund pursu-
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ant to RSA 198:39. Moneys may be appropriated from the education trust fund to the school district adequacy 
revolving loan fund, with such funds then being loaned to school districts. Prior to the school district drawing 
upon the adequacy revolving loan fund, the governing body of the school district shall authorize such use of 
the fund by an affirmative vote of a majority of its members present and voting. Additionally, prior to drawing 
any funds from the revolving loan fund, the school board and superintendent shall file with the department 
of education a certification disclosing any activity in the preceding 2 fiscal years relative to reimbursement 
anticipation notes issued pursuant to RSA 198:20-d. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant from the 
education trust fund to be placed in the school district adequacy revolving loan fund within a fiscal year not 
to exceed the sum of the following:

		  I. Seventy-five percent of total adequacy funding to be distributed to the applying school district pursu-
ant to RSA 198:41 within the fiscal year of the warrant; and

		  II. Seventy-five percent of the district’s total adequacy funding estimated by the department of education 
to be distributed on September 1 of the following fiscal year pursuant to RSA 198:41, IV and RSA 198:42, I.

	 194:66 Loan Terms and Interest. Loans issued from the school district adequacy revolving loan fund shall 
bear interest at a rate established by the state treasurer, which shall be based on the state’s current cost 
of borrowing. A quorum of a school district’s governing body, the commissioner of the department of educa-
tion, and the state treasurer shall all agree to the terms of the loan which shall include terms requiring the 
school district to report monthly deficit, status, cashflows, audits and status of any outstanding audits to 
the treasury, the department of revenue and the department of education, and timely submit all required 
reports consistent with RSA 198:4-d to the department of education. When an adequacy payment is due to 
be distributed pursuant to RSA 198:42:

		  I. The portion of the adequacy payment equivalent to the outstanding principal and interest balance of 
the revolving loan shall first be credited against such balance; and

		  II. Any remaining adequacy payment shall then be distributed to school districts.

		  III. If the commissioner of the department of education and the state treasurer determine that a school 
district fail to comply with loan terms pursuant to this section, a school district’s ability to receive future loan 
funds shall be withheld until the school district complies with required loan terms received and accepted by 
the commissioner of the department of education and the state treasurer.

	 194:67 Loan Conditions.

		  I. Funding under the school district adequacy revolving loan fund shall be available to any school district 
that makes a request and receives approval from the commissioner of the department of education, the state 
treasurer, and the joint fiscal committee of the general court.

		  II. Interest rates for funding received under the school district adequacy revolving loan fund shall be 
determined by the state treasurer, but shall be no lower than the effective federal funds rate (EFFR) published 
by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York.

		  III. Funds received under the school district adequacy revolving loan fund may be used to fulfill the obli-
gations under a revenue anticipation note or tax anticipation note, but no school district shall receive funds if 
they would still have an outstanding obligation under a revenue anticipation note or a tax anticipation note.

		  IV. No school district shall apply for loans under the school district adequacy revolving loan fund for 
more than 3 consecutive academic years.

		  V. No school may submit a new application for funds under the school district adequacy revolving loan 
fund after June 30, 2030.

	 194:67 Condition for Acceptance.

		  I. School districts shall report monthly deficit, status, cash flows, audits, and the state of any outstand-
ing audits to the legislative budget assistant of the general court, the state treasurer, the commissioner of 
the department of education, the commissioner of the department of revenue administration, the governor, 
the president of the senate, and the speaker of the house of representatives.

		  II. A school district that accepts funding under this subdivision shall be referred to the joint fiscal com-
mittee of the general court, who shall require that a financial and performance audit of the district be per-
formed by the legislative budget assistant, to be reviewed by the joint fiscal committee, unless the committee 
unanimously votes that an audit of the school district should not be conducted.
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		  III. Any school district participating in this program shall place a question of whether to adopt the 
provision of RSA 32:5-b on the ballot at its next annual school district meeting, unless the school district has 
already adopted the provisions of RSA 32:5-b.

		  IV. Any school district within a school administrative unit that is comprised on 2 or more school districts 
and participates in the school district adequacy revolving loan fund shall place a question of whether to adopt 
the provisions of RSA 194-C:9-a on its local ballot at its next annual school district meeting, unless the school 
district has already adopted the provisions of RSA 194 C:9-a.

	 194:68 Default. A school district’s failure to fulfill all of the obligations and conditions of this subdivision 
shall constitute default. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the state treasurer shall 
orchestrate the return of all outstanding loan proceeds and withhold any other funds or state grants from the 
school district in default until the default is cured and the school district has repaid the loan in full.

	 3 New Paragraph; Education; Adequate Education; Education Trust Fund; Education Trust Fund Created 
and Established. Amend RSA 198:39 by inserting after paragraph IV the following new paragraph:

		  V. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, funds under this section may be used for 
the purpose of funding the school district adequacy revolving loan fund established in RSA 194:63.

	 4 Education; Education Freedom Accounts; Definitions. RSA 194-F:1, XIII is repealed and reenacted to 
read as follows:

		  XIII. “Priority guidelines” means the ordered list:

			   (a) A student currently enrolled in the EFA program;

			   (b) A sibling of a student currently enrolled in the EFA program;

			   (c) A child with disabilities as defined by RSA 186-C:2;

			   (d) A student whose family income is less than or equal to 350 percent of the federal poverty guide-
lines as updated annually by the United States Department of Health and Human Services under 42 U.S.C. 
section 9902(2).

			   (e) A student residing in a school district participating in school district adequacy revolving loan fund.

	 5 Department of Education; Directive. The department of education shall amend rule 510.03(b), pursuant 
to RSA 541-A, to read as follows:

			   “(b) Unprofessional conduct shall include, but not be limited to:

				    (1) Gross financial mismanagement;

				    (2) Misappropriation of public funds; and

				    (3) Failure to account for public funds or to keep adequate records of public funds in the credential 
holder’s care.”

	 6 Repeals. The following shall be repealed:

		  I. RSA 6:12, I(b)(411), relative to moneys received by the school district adequacy revolving loan fund.

		  II. RSA 194:62 through RSA 194:67, relative to the school district adequacy revolving loan fund.

		  III. RSA 198:39, V, relative to the use of education trust funds for the school district adequacy revolving 
loan fund.

	 7 Effective Dates.

		  I. Section 6 of this act shall take effect July 1, 2030.

		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

2025-3101s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill establishes a revolving loan fund for school districts.

Recess. Out of recess.
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The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Prentiss offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Prentiss, Dist 5
January 7, 2026
2026-0052s
12/07

Floor Amendment to HB 292
Amend RSA 194:67, II as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  II. Interest rates for funding received under the school district adequacy revolving loan fund shall bear inter-
est at a rate established by the state treasurer, which shall be based on the state’s current cost of borrowing.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Failed.

Senator Prentiss offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Prentiss, Dist 5
January 7, 2026
2026-0053s
04/07

Floor Amendment to HB 292
Amend the bill by deleting section 4 and renumbering the original sections 5, 6, and 7 to read as 4, 5, and 
6, respectively.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Failed.

Senator Altschiller offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Altschiller, Dist 24
January 7, 2026
2026-0050s
07/08

Floor Amendment to HB 292
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to revolving loan funds for school districts.

Amend RSA 194:67 through 194:68 as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

	 194:67 Loan Conditions.

		  I. Funding under the school district adequacy revolving loan fund shall be available to any school district 
that makes a request and receives approval from the commissioner of the department of education, the state 
treasurer, and the joint fiscal committee of the general court.

		  II. Interest rates for funding received under the school district adequacy revolving loan fund shall be 
determined by the state treasurer, but shall be no lower than the effective federal funds rate (EFFR) published 
by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York.

		  III. Funds received under the school district adequacy revolving loan fund may be used to fulfill the obli-
gations under a revenue anticipation note or tax anticipation note, but no school district shall receive funds if 
they would still have an outstanding obligation under a revenue anticipation note or a tax anticipation note.

		  IV. No school district shall apply for loans under the school district adequacy revolving loan fund for 
more than 3 consecutive academic years.

		  V. No school may submit a new application for funds under the school district adequacy revolving loan 
fund after June 30, 2030.

	 194:68 Condition for Acceptance.

		  I. School districts shall report monthly deficit, status, cash flows, outside audits, and the state of any 
outstanding audits to the legislative budget assistant of the general court, the state treasurer, the commis-
sioner of the department of education, the commissioner of the department of revenue administration, the 
governor, the president of the senate, and the speaker of the house of representatives.



52	 SENATE  JOURNAL  7  JANUARY  2026

		  II. Any school district participating in this program shall place a question of whether to adopt the pro-
vision of RSA 32:5-b on the ballot at its next annual school district meeting, unless the school district has 
already adopted the provisions of RSA 32:5-b.

		  III. Any school district within a school administrative unit that is comprised on 2 or more school districts 
and participates in the school district adequacy revolving loan fund shall place a question of whether to adopt 
the provisions of RSA 194-C:9-a on its local ballot at its next annual school district meeting, unless the school 
district has already adopted the provisions of RSA 194 C:9-a.

	 194:69 Default. A school district’s failure to fulfill all of the obligations and conditions of this subdivision 
shall constitute default. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the state treasurer shall 
orchestrate the return of all outstanding loan proceeds until the default is cured and the school district has 
repaid the loan in full.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 3 with the following:

	 4 Department of Education; ETF Recipient Directive. All recipients of ETF funds shall annually submit to 
the department of education the following:

		  I. Amount in revenues by source.

		  II. Amount in expenditures by category.

		  III. Curricular purchases and vendor agreements.

		  IV. Nutritional related expenses.

		  V. Attendance and participation records.

	 5 Repeals. The following shall be repealed:

		  I. RSA 6:12, I(b)(411), relative to moneys received by the school district adequacy revolving loan fund.

		  II. RSA 194:62 through RSA 194:69, relative to the school district adequacy revolving loan fund.

		  III. RSA 198:39, V, relative to the use of education trust funds for the school district adequacy revolving 
loan fund.

	 6 Effective Dates.

		  I. Section 5 of this act shall take effect July 1, 2030.

		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

2026-0050s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill establishes a revolving loan fund for school districts and creates reporting requirements for re-
cipients of ETF funds.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment.

A roll call was requested by Senator Altschiller, seconded by Senator Rosenwald.

The following Senators voted Yes: Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Long, Perkins Kwoka, Altschiller.

The following Senators voted No: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Watters, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, McGough, 
Avard, Murphy, Pearl, Sullivan, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Carson.

Roll Call, Yeas: 7 - Nays: 17. Failed.

MOTION OF RECONSIDERATION
Senator Watters, having voted on the prevailing side, moved to reconsider the following action taken by the 
body on HB 292, establishing a revolving loan fund for school districts. The vote on Floor Amendment #0050s. 
Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment.

A roll call was requested by Senator Altschiller, seconded by Senator Rosenwald.
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The following Senators voted Yes: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Long, Perkins Kwoka, 
Altschiller.

The following Senators voted No: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, McGough, Avard, 
Murphy, Pearl, Sullivan, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Carson.

Roll Call, Yeas: 8 - Nays: 16. Failed.

Senator Perkins Kwoka moved to divide the question on Ought to Pass with Amendment: With the first vote 
on Section 4 and the effective date, and second vote on the remainder of the bill.

Recess. Out of recess.

The Chair ruled the question non-divisible.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

A roll call was requested by Senator Birdsell, seconded by Senator Abbas.

The following Senators voted Yes: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, McGough, Avard, 
Murphy, Pearl, Sullivan, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Carson.

The following Senators voted No: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Long, Perkins Kwoka, Altschiller.

Roll Call, Yeas: 16 - Nays: 8. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

Recess. Out of recess.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
SENATOR CARSON: I’d like to introduce our new audio person here on the floor, and welcome him to the 
Senate. Mr. Darin Foor.

SENATOR CARSON: And, as my super special guest, Mr. Griffin Roberge, you can’t hide, I see you, is here. 
Please stand. Most of us know Griffin, he worked for the Senate for years.

ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
HB 340-FN, relative to electioneering by public employees.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 3-2. Senator Lang for the committee.

Senate Election Law and Municipal Affairs
October 27, 2025
2025-3053s
08/09

Amendment to HB 340-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Electioneering by Public Employees. RSA 659:44-a is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

	 659:44-a Electioneering by Public Employees.

		  I. No public employee shall electioneer while in the performance of his or her official duties. For pur-
poses of this section, “public employee” shall have the same meaning as in RSA 273-A:1, IX; except that, 
notwithstanding RSA 273-A:1, IX(b), a person appointed to office by the chief executive or legislative body of 
the public employer shall also be included in the definition of public employee.

		  II. No public employee shall use any government property or equipment, including, but not limited to, 
telephones, facsimile machines, vehicles, and computers, for electioneering.

		  III. For the purposes of this section, “electioneer” means to visibly display or audibly disseminate infor-
mation by a public employee while in the performance of his or her official duties that a reasonable person 
would believe expressly advocates for or against a candidate, political party or warrant article by:

			   (a) Distributing or posting a card, handbill, poster, placard, picture, pin, sticker, circular, or any other 
form of communication that expressly advocates for or against any candidate, political party, or warrant article 
during an officially declared election period.

			   (b) Making public statements in favor of or against any candidate, political party, or warrant article. 
This does not include acts or statements which are part of the public employee’s official duties, including but 
not limited to a department head commenting on his or her department’s budget, describing the effect of a 
warrant article on his or her department or the town or city clerk preparing a voter guide.
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			   (c) Organizing or conducting surveys, questionnaires, forums, or events that expressly advocate for 
or against any candidate, political party, or warrant article.

			   (d) Using official authority or influence to interfere with or affect the vote of a voter.

		  IV. Nothing in this section shall prohibit:

			   (a) Lawful participation by candidates, political parties, or private groups in public parades, fairs, 
festivals, or similar events, including the display of campaign materials or the solicitation of voter support, 
provided such participation is conducted in accordance with applicable laws and regulations and does not 
intentionally favor one candidate, party, or warrant article over another.

			   (b) The use of public spaces or facilities by private individuals, groups, or organizations for lawful 
political activities, provided such use is not facilitated or promoted by public employees beyond standard 
administrative support necessary for access and use of the space and follows any relevant ordinance or law 
where applicable.

			   (c) Public employees engaging in strictly neutral voter registration drives or activities limited to gen-
eral election awareness, such as announcing election dates or polling locations, without any reference to or 
discussion of candidates, parties, or warrant articles, and provided such activities are authorized by law.

			   (d) Public employees providing information derived directly from official filing forms or other legally 
required public documents regarding candidates who have officially filed for office, provided such information 
is presented in an impartial and neutral manner without additional commentary, analysis, or inference.

			   (e) Public universities, colleges, or institutions of higher education conducting public opinion polls 
or surveys.

			   (f) Public employees who are appointed to office by the chief executive or legislative body of the public 
employer from providing information and recommendations concerning items over which they have authority 
including but not limited to providing information, recommendations, or statements about the budget and 
warrant articles.

			   (g) Public employees from assisting elected officials with the preparation of voter guides.

		  V. Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Perkins Kwoka offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21
December 17, 2025
2025-3110s
08/05

Floor Amendment to HB 340-FN
Amend RSA 659:44-a as inserted by section 1 of the bill by deleting paragraph V.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Failed.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.

HB 481, relative to moving the state primary date.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Lang for the committee.

Senate Election Law and Municipal Affairs
October 30, 2025
2025-3068s
07/08

Amendment to HB 481
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to the state primary date.
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Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Election of Officers and Delegates; Election Dates; State Primary Election. Amend RSA 653:8 to read 
as follows:

	 653:8 State Primary Election. The state primary election shall be held on the second Tuesday in [Septem-
ber] June of every even-numbered year.

	 2 Voters and Checklists; Hearings on Alterations to Party Registration. Amend RSA 654:32 to read as follows:

	 654:32 Hearings on Alterations to Party Registration. Before each state or presidential primary election, 
the supervisors of the checklist shall be in session before each primary for the change of registration of legal 
voters as provided in RSA 654:34 or 654:34-a or both. Before the presidential primary, the session shall be 
on the Friday preceding the first day of the filing period, between 7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and at the discre-
tion of the supervisors for extended hours. Before the state primary election, the session shall be on Tuesday 
before the first [Wednesday] Friday in [June] March between 7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and at the discretion 
of the supervisors for extended hours.

	 3 Voters and Checklists; Change of Registration. Amend RSA 654:34, IV to read as follows:

		  IV. No person, who is already registered to vote, whether his or her party membership has been previ-
ously registered or not, shall affiliate with a party or disaffiliate from a party between the first [Wednesday] 
Friday in [June] March and the day before the state primary election.

	 4 Elections; Nominations by Primary; Filing: General Provisions. Amend RSA 655:14 to read as follows:

	 655:14 Filing; General Provisions. The name of any person shall not be printed upon the ballot of any party 
for a primary unless he or she is a registered member of that party, he or she shall have met the age and 
domicile qualifications for the office he or she seeks at the time of the general election, he or she meets all 
the other qualifications at the time of filing, and he or she shall file with the appropriate official between the 
first [Wednesday] Friday in [June] March and the Friday of the following week a declaration of candidacy 
as provided in RSA 655:17.

	 5 Elections; Nominations; Personal Filing. Amend RSA 655:16 to read as follows:

	 655:16 Personal Filing. Except for those who must file with a town or city clerk, any person who files on 
the last day of the filing period must do so in person before the secretary of state[; provided, however, that 
this requirement shall not apply to the filling of vacancies by party committees. If the person must file with 
a town or city clerk and is filing on the last day of the filing period, he or she shall do so in person].

	 6 Elections; Nominations by Primary. Amend RSA 655:21 to read as follows:

	 655:21 Form. Primary petitions shall be made in the following form:

State of New Hampshire

County of ____________________ ss.

City (Town) of ____________________

	 I do hereby join in a petition for the printing on the primary ballot of the name of ____________________ 
whose domicile is in the city (town) of ______________ (ward, street, and number, if in a city), in the county 
of __________, for the office of ______________ to be voted for on Tuesday, the _____ day of [September] June, 
_____ (year), and certify that I am qualified to vote for a candidate for said office, that I am a registered 
member of the _____________ party, and am not at this time a signer of any other similar petition for any 
other candidate for the above office; that my domicile is in the city (town) of _____________ (ward, street, 
and number, if in a city), in the county of _____________. I certify that to my knowledge the above-named 
candidate is not a candidate for incompatible offices as defined in RSA 655:10, and that he or she is not a 
federal employee which makes him or her ineligible to file as a candidate for this office. I further certify that 
I believe the above-named person is especially qualified to fill said office.

	 I hereby swear, under the penalties for voting fraud set forth below, that the information above is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

_________________________________
Print Voter’s name

_________________________________
Voter’s Signature
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	 In accordance with RSA 659:34, the penalty for knowingly or purposefully providing false information 
when registering to vote or voting is a class A misdemeanor with a maximum sentence of imprisonment not 
to exceed one year and a fine not to exceed $2,000. Fraudulently registering to vote or voting is subject to a 
civil penalty not to exceed $5,000.

	 7 Elections; Nomination by Primary; Examination and Rejection. Amend RSA 655:26 to read as follows:

	 655:26 Examination and Rejection. The officer with whom primary petitions are filed shall immediately 
upon receipt thereof examine the same and ascertain whether they conform to the law. If found not to conform 
thereto or to be conflicting as provided in RSA 655:23, [he] they shall then endorse thereon the reason why 
such petition cannot be accepted and shall, within 24 hours, return the same to the candidate in whose behalf 
it was filed. In such case, the candidate may file supplementary petitions with the official, but not later than 
the third [Wednesday] Friday in [June] March.

	 8 Elections; Nominations; Straw Candidates. Amend RSA 655:31 to read as follows:

	 655:31 Straw Candidates. No person shall be a candidate for nomination at any primary unless his candi-
dacy is bona fide and is filed for the actual purpose of personally seeking the nomination. Any candidate for 
nomination whose name is to be voted upon at primary election may, no later than the [Wednesday] Friday 
after the last day for filing declarations of candidacy and primary petitions, file a petition with the ballot law 
commission alleging that one or more candidates for the same nomination is not a bona fide candidate. Upon 
receipt of such a petition, the commission shall notify in writing all candidates of that party for the same 
nomination of the time and place for its hearing. After such hearing, the ballot law commission shall have 
the power and duty to order stricken forthwith from the primary ballot the name or names of any candidate 
or candidates for said nomination if the commission finds that such candidate or candidates is obviously not 
a bona fide candidate, obviously having filed not primarily for the purpose of seeking the nomination but 
primarily for the purpose of drawing votes which might otherwise be cast for some other candidate for the 
same nomination. The decision of the commission shall be final as to questions both of law and fact, and no 
court shall have jurisdiction to review such decision.

	 9 Elections; Nominations; No Declaration Filed. Amend RSA 655:32, I to read as follows:

		  I. In case no declaration shall be filed by a candidate for any nomination to be voted for at a primary, 
the nomination may be made by the appropriate party committee as provided in this section. The appropriate 
party committee shall notify the secretary of state in writing of a person it designates to fill the vacancy. The 
person so designated may accept the nomination by, on or before the [Wednesday] second Friday following 
the expiration of the period for filing declarations of candidacy as provided in RSA 655:14, filing with the 
secretary of state a declaration of candidacy as provided in RSA 655:17. Any candidate accepting a nomination 
under this paragraph who has already filed for an incompatible office as defined in RSA 655:10 shall withdraw 
the prior filing. Any vacancy created by the withdrawal of a filing may be filled pursuant to this section. If 
the candidate is designated for the office of governor, councilor, state senator, or state representative, he or 
she shall also file on or before the [Wednesday] second Friday following the period for filing declarations 
of candidacy the appropriate affidavit as provided in RSA 655:29. Any candidate so designated by a party 
committee who has not filed all the forms required by this section within the required period of time shall 
not have his or her name printed on the state primary election ballot for that office.

	 10 Elections; Nominations; Certification. Amend RSA 655:41, I to read as follows:

		  I. Each nomination paper shall be submitted to the supervisors of the checklist of the town or ward in 
which the signer is domiciled or is registered, and a majority of the supervisors shall certify whether or not 
the signer is a registered voter in said town or ward. The supervisors of the checklist shall certify nomination 
papers under this section in a timely fashion, so that their certification shall be complete for each candidate, 
together with any objections to the nomination papers submitted, no later than 5:00 p.m. on the [Wednes-
day] Friday 2 weeks before the primary. Each nomination paper shall be submitted to the supervisors of the 
checklist no later than 5:00 p.m. on the [Wednesday] Friday 5 weeks before the primary.

	 11 Elections; Nominations; Filing Deadline. Amend RSA 655:43, I to read as follows:

		  I. Nomination papers shall be filed with the secretary of state no later than 5:00 p.m. on the [Wednes-
day] Friday one week before the primary. Nomination papers to be filed shall be grouped by municipality. 
No nomination papers shall be accepted by the secretary of state unless the candidate shall have met the 
age and domicile qualifications for the office he or she seeks at the time of the general election and meets all 
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the other qualifications at the time of filing; and if a candidate for the office of governor, executive councilor, 
state senator, or state representative, unless the candidate shall file with the nomination papers an affidavit 
of qualifications as provided in RSA 655:28 and 655:29; and if a candidate for United States senator or United 
States representative, unless the candidate shall meet the qualifications for office under RSA 655:3 and 655:4.

	 12 Ballot Law Commission; Hearing Date. Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 665:5, I to read as follows:

		  I. If necessary, the ballot law commission shall meet on the third Thursday of [September] June in each 
general election year and the third Friday following the presidential primary election in order to hear and decide:

	 13 Appointment of Inspectors of Election. Amend RSA 658:2 to read as follows:

	 658:2 Appointment.

	 Each state political committee of the 2 political parties which received the largest number of votes cast 
for governor at the last previous general election is authorized through their respective chairmen to appoint 
between May 15 and July 15 of each general election year 2 inspectors of election to act at each polling place. 
If the number of voters qualified to vote at a polling place shall exceed 2,000, said political committees may 
each appoint for such polling place one additional inspector for each 1,500 qualified voters or fraction thereof 
in excess of 2,000. By April 15 of each general election year, the secretary of state shall provide a list to the 
chairman of each such state political committee of the number of inspectors of election that should be ap-
pointed for each town or ward. Each such state political committee may also appoint such equal number of 
additional inspectors as the moderator considers necessary for the efficient conduct of the election. [On or 
before July 15] Between February 1 and April 30, the chairmen of said political committees shall notify 
the appointees and the town or ward clerk concerned as to appointments made under this authority. If any 
such appointments are not made by said political committees and proper notification thereof given [on or 
before July 15] between February 1 and April 30, then the appointments shall be made by the selectmen 
of the town or ward in equal numbers from said 2 political parties.

	 14 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2028.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
HB 707-FN, requiring the department of environmental services to revise the rules for proposed new landfills.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

Senate Energy and Natural Resources
October 24, 2025
2025-3050s
08/09

Amendment to HB 707-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	  establishing a solid waste site evaluation committee.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Solid Waste Facility Site Evaluation Committee; Purpose and Findings. The general court hereby finds 
and declares that:

		  I. There is a compelling state interest in maintaining adequate, reasonably priced disposal capacity for 
solid waste generated in New Hampshire.

		  II. As a result of changes in federal and state law over the past 50 years and the economics of solid waste 
management, waste disposal facilities are sited regionally in New Hampshire, but they provide disposal capac-
ity for municipalities throughout the state, often irrespective of whether a municipality is in close proximity 
to the disposal facility.

		  III. The siting of new disposal capacity is often locally controversial and the use of local land-use regu-
lation to prevent siting of new capacity can result in the frustration of the state’s interest in maintaining 
adequate capacity. The general court prefers that new landfill capacity be developed in expansions of existing 
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permitted landfills instead of on greenfield sites because existing sites have already been carefully studied 
before being permitted and have been found suitable for landfilling by the department of environmental 
services.

		  IV. The department of environmental services typically has decades of familiarity with conditions at 
such sites and the expansion of an existing use is generally consistent with the overall objectives of land-use 
controls.

		  V. The state’s preference for such expansions warrants that the state’s regulatory and policy interests 
take precedence over local regulation and restrictions, particularly because the department’s rules provide 
robust protection of human health and the environment.

		  VI. Because of the overriding state interest, the department already regulates virtually every aspect of 
landfill siting and development that would ordinarily be regulated under local zoning and planning ordinances.

		  VII. This legislation establishes a preference for siting of new landfill capacity on land adjacent to exist-
ing permitted landfill capacity and gives the department of environmental services comprehensive exclusive 
authority to approve the siting of such new capacity.

		  VIII. This legislation leaves unchanged current law regarding siting of new landfill capacity on land that 
is not adjacent to existing permitted landfill capacity.

	 2 New Paragraph; Public Health; Solid Waste Management; Definitions. Amend RSA 149-M:4 by inserting 
after paragraph X-a the following new paragraph:

		  X-b. “Landfill expansion” means an addition to the permitted capacity of a landfill or the construction 
of previously permitted capacity for an existing landfill on a parcel or adjacent parcels, including those sepa-
rated by a right of way, owned by the landfill operator or its affiliates. A landfill expansion does not include 
a remedial landfill expansion. A landfill expansion may either be integrated into an existing landfill or be 
developed separately from the existing landfill.

	 3 New Paragraph; Public Health; Solid Waste Management; Definitions. Amend RSA 149-M:4 by inserting 
after paragraph XX the following new paragraph:

		  XX-a. “Recycling facility” means a collection, storage, and transfer facility which collects, stores, and 
prepares recyclable materials for market and transfers both processed recyclable materials to markets for 
recycling and bypass waste for disposal.

	 4 New Paragraph; Public Health; Solid Waste Management; Definitions. Amend RSA 149-M:4 by inserting 
after paragraph XXI the following new paragraph:

		  XXI-a. “Remedial landfill expansion” means an expansion of an existing landfill that has ceased operat-
ing, that is not in compliance with the department’s then-current rules for the design and construction of 
landfills, and that is a source of ongoing contamination of soils, surface water, or groundwater, where there 
is no solvent person other than state, county, or municipal government that can be compelled by law to fully 
remediate the existing landfill site and where expansion will provide the permittee with revenue to effectu-
ate a substantial reduction in such ongoing contamination and provide substantially greater protection of 
the environment during operation and upon closure of the expansion than would be the case if the expansion 
were not permitted.

	 5 New Paragraph; Public Health; Solid Waste Management; Definitions. Amend RSA 149-M:9 by inserting 
after paragraph XV the following new paragraph:

		  XVI.(a) To implement the state’s preference for landfill expansion over greenfield siting of new landfill 
capacity and notwithstanding any other provision in this section, landfill expansions shall be subject to ap-
proval solely by the department, and no municipal ordinance, bylaw, rule, regulation, agreement, or other 
restriction shall be effective to prevent the siting of a landfill expansion approved by the department. Nothing 
in this subparagraph shall be construed to limit the jurisdiction that any other state department may have 
over such landfill expansions.

			   (b) The owner of any landfill receiving an approval of a landfill expansion under this paragraph and 
who has an existing agreement with the host municipality to provide free services

and pay the municipality a fee for each ton of waste received at the landfill shall increase the total value of 
such services and fee to a minimum of $2.50 per ton for all waste received in the landfill expansion.



	 SENATE  JOURNAL  7  JANUARY  2026	 59

	 6 New Paragraph; Public Health; Solid Waste Management; Definitions. Amend RSA 149-M:11 by inserting 
after paragraph VII the following new paragraph:

		  VII-a. Any remedial landfill expansion or facility designed to manage food waste in accordance with RSA 
149-M:27, V(b) shall be deemed to satisfy the requirements of paragraph III.

	 7 New Subdivision; Solid Waste Facility Site Evaluation Committee. Amend RSA 149-M by inserting after 
section 64 the following new subdivision:

Solid Waste Facility Site Evaluation Committee

	 149-M:65 Declaration of Purpose. The legislature and the executive branch recognize that the selection of sites 
for major solid waste disposal facilities may have significant statewide, regional and local impacts that are not 
fully evaluated through existing regulatory review. Accordingly, the legislature and the executive branch find 
that it is in the public interest to establish a procedure to evaluate the suitability of the proposed site for a new 
major solid waste facility, considering criteria that are not captured by existing regulatory reviews, including 
local and in-state regional economic impacts, property value impacts, and impacts on tourism and recreation.

	 149-M:66 Definitions. In this subdivision:

		  I. “Acceptance” means a determination by the committee that it finds that the application is complete 
and ready for consideration.

		  II. “Administrator” means the administrator of the site evaluation committee established pursuant to 
RSA 162-H:3-a.

		  III. “Affected municipality” means any municipality or unincorporated place in which a major solid waste 
disposal facility is proposed to be located and any bordering municipality or unincorporated place from which 
any part of the proposed major solid waste disposal facility will be visible or audible.

		  IV. “Certificate” means the document issued by the committee, containing such reasonable terms and 
conditions as the committee deems appropriate, that authorizes the use of the site for the proposed facility.

		  V. “Committee” means the solid waste facility site evaluation committee established by this subdivision.

		  VI. “Major solid waste disposal facility” means a location, system, or physical structure for the collec-
tion, separation, storage, transfer, processing, treatment, or disposal of solid waste with a proposed waste 
acceptance rate greater than 100,000 tons per year and includes the real property on which such structure or 
system is sited. Major solid waste disposal facility does not include a facility designed to manage food waste 
in accordance with RSA 149-M:27, V(b)(1)-(5), an expansion of a recycling facility, a landfill expansion, or any 
facility proposed to be constructed by a New Hampshire municipal government.

		  VII. “Filing” means the date on which the application is first submitted to the committee.

		  VIII. “Person” means any individual or other jural entity.

		  IX. “Region” means the area of the state in which a major solid waste disposal facility is to be sited if a 
certificate is issued.

	 149-M:67 Solid Waste Facility Site Evaluation Committee Established.

		  I. There is hereby established a committee to be known as the New Hampshire solid waste facility site 
evaluation committee consisting of 7 members, as follows:

			   (a) The commissioner of the department of business and economic affairs, or designee, who shall serve 
as chairperson of the committee.

			   (b) The commissioner of the department of environmental services, or designee.

			   (c) Five members and, as provided by RSA 149-M:68, alternate members, appointed by the governor 
with the consent of the executive council, including a member with expertise in municipal planning, a member 
with expertise in achieving natural resource protection in the context of large project development, a member 
who has expertise in the private waste management industry, a member who serves on the state conservation 
commission, and a member who is representative of the business community.

		  II. All members, including those who sit for a member disqualified or recused under RSA 149-M:68, shall 
refrain from ex parte communications regarding any matter pending before the committee.
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		  III. The committee shall be administratively attached to the department of environmental services.

		  IV. The chairperson shall serve as the chief executive of the committee and may:

			   (a) Serve as presiding officer.

			   (b) Delegate to other members the duties of the presiding officer, as appropriate.

			   (c) Establish, with the consent of the committee, the budgetary requirements of the committee.

			   (d) Engage personnel in accordance with this subdivision.

		  V. The presiding officer may appoint a retired justice of the supreme court, superior court, or circuit court 
or another person with similar experience adjudicating disputes as a hearing officer to perform the functions 
described in RSA 149-M:70, V.

	 149-M:68 Committee Members.

		  I. All members of the committee and any hearing officer appointed under RSA 149-M:67, V, shall meet 
the impartiality standard set forth in Part 1 Article 35 of the state constitution.

		  II. Members and alternate members appointed under RSA 149-M:67, I(c) shall serve 5-year terms and 
until their successors are appointed and qualified. Any member chosen to fill a vacancy occurring other than 
by expiration of a term shall be appointed for the unexpired term of the member who is succeeded.

		  III. If at any time a member appointed by the governor with the consent of the executive council is recused 
or otherwise disqualified from participating in a matter before the committee or is not otherwise available 
for good reason, an alternate member shall replace such member.

		  IV. If at any time an ex officio member of the committee under RSA 149-M:67, I(a) and (b) or designee 
is recused or otherwise disqualified from participating in a matter before the committee or is not otherwise 
available for good reason, the ex officio member shall designate a replacement for such member.

		  V. Neither a member nor any spouse or domestic partner, parent, child, in-law, or sibling of a member 
shall receive income from entities that own or operate, or have applied to own or operate, major solid waste 
disposal facilities in New Hampshire. The members appointed by the governor with the consent of the execu-
tive council and their alternates shall comply with RSA 15-A and RSA 15-B.

		  VI. Any member appointed by the governor with the consent of the executive council may be removed 
from office in accordance with RSA 4:1 and shall be promptly replaced by the governor with the consent of 
the executive council.

	 149-M:69 Administrator and Other Committee Support. The administrator shall provide support to the com-
mittee. If the administrator is not available or the position is vacant, the committee may hire an independent 
contractor. The administrator shall be under the supervision of the chairperson when performing duties for the 
committee. The administrator shall be compensated for work performed for the committee as set forth in RSA 
149-M:85. The administrator, or chairperson in the absence of an administrator, with committee approval, may 
engage additional technical, legal, or administrative support to fulfill the functions of the committee as necessary.

	 149-M:70 Powers and Duties of the Committee; Rules.

		  I. The committee shall:

			   (a) Evaluate an application on the merits after acceptance and timely grant or deny the application 
in accordance with this subdivision, incorporating in its decision such findings and rulings as are reasonably 
necessary to support its decision.

			   (b) Include with any decision the reasonable terms and conditions of any certificate issued under this 
subdivision, including, without limitation and if warranted, bonding or other form of security for performance.

			   (c) Assist the public in understanding the requirements of this subdivision.

		  II. The committee shall hold the hearings required by this subdivision and in addition to any other notice 
requirements provided by law it shall ensure public notice of such hearings of no less than 7 calendar days.

		  III. The department shall use its enforcement powers under this chapter, including its power to refer a 
matter to the department of justice, to enforce the terms and conditions the committee imposes on the issu-
ance of a certificate.
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		  IV. The committee shall not delegate its authority or duties except as provided under this subdivision.

		  V. In any matter before the committee, the presiding officer, or a hearing officer designated by the pre-
siding officer, may hear and decide prehearing matters that are before the committee, including procedural 
schedules, consolidation of parties with substantially similar interests, discovery schedules and methods, 
motions, and conferences to identify witnesses and exhibits and otherwise plan for the hearing on the merits. 
Undisputed motions for intervention may be decided by the hearing officer and disputed motions for interven-
tion shall be decided by the presiding officer. Any party aggrieved by a decision on a motion to intervene may 
within 10 calendar days request that the committee review such decision de novo. All prehearing decisions 
by the presiding officer or the hearing officer shall be provided promptly to the committee members, and any 
such decision shall be reviewed de novo by the full committee upon written request by any member to the 
presiding officer within 7 days of the member’s receipt of the decision.

		  VI. On or before July 1, 2026, the committee shall adopt rules to implement and administer the require-
ments of this subdivision pursuant to RSA 541-A, after public notice and hearing, and may adopt further rules 
thereafter as may from time to time be required. The committee’s failure to adopt rules under this paragraph 
shall not affect the committee’s obligation to accept, process, and rule upon applications for a certificate under 
this subdivision.

		  VII. The committee shall hold its first organizational meeting on or before September 1, 2025. The de-
partment shall prepare an application form for the use of applicants for a certificate and shall present such 
application form to the committee at its first organizational meeting for the committee’s review and approval.

	 149-M:71 Prohibitions and Restrictions.

		  I. No person shall commence construction of any major solid waste disposal facility within the state un-
less it has obtained a certificate pursuant to this subdivision. Such facilities shall be constructed, operated, 
and maintained in accordance with the terms and conditions of the certificate. Such a certificate shall not be 
transferred or assigned without approval of the committee as provided by RSA 149-M:73, VII. Unless otherwise 
specified in this subdivision or required by any other state or federal permit for the facility, any approved 
major solid waste facility shall not be constructed, operated, or closed in a manner materially different than 
the manner in which it was presented in the application for a certificate as modified and conditioned by such 
certificate.

		  II. Applications for certificates may at the election of the applicant be filed and evaluated by the commit-
tee concurrently with other state approvals and public hearings may be scheduled concurrently with hearings 
held by other state agencies as part of their permitting process for the same facility.

		  III. Notwithstanding paragraph II, for permit applications under this subdivision for major solid waste 
disposal facilities pending before the department on or prior to July 1, 2025, the applicant shall make a filing 
with the committee within one year of the effective date of this act.

	 149-M:72 Application for Certificate.

		  I. All applications for a certificate for a major solid waste disposal facility shall be filed with the admin-
istrator or the chair of the committee.

		  II. Within 30 days of the filing of an application, the committee shall notify the applicant in writing 
whether the application contains all of the information required by this subdivision and by rule for such ap-
plications. If the committee concludes that the application is not complete, it shall include in its notice the 
specific information the applicant must submit to render the application complete. The applicant’s submission 
of additional information in response to any notice from the committee that the application is incomplete 
shall restart the 30-day period for the committee’s determination whether the application is complete. If 
the committee concludes that the application is complete, it shall notify the applicant, and such notice shall 
constitute an acceptance. During any period between a notice that the application is incomplete and the ap-
plicant’s response to such a notice, the committee shall suspend its consideration of the application.

		  III. To carry out the committee’s duties in RSA 149-M:70, each application shall:

			   (a) Describe in reasonable detail the types and quantities of waste the applicant expects to accept and 
the proposed location and dimensions of each principal component of the proposed facility.

			   (b) Describe in reasonable detail the impact of the proposed facility on existing local, regional, and 
state land uses.
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			   (c) Document that copies of the application have been hand-delivered or sent by certified mail to the 
governing body of each affected municipality. The application shall include a list of each affected municipality.

			   (d) Provide analysis on the visual impact of the proposed facility during construction, operation, and 
post-closure through a visual impact assessment prepared in accordance with professional standards by an 
expert in the field.

			   (e) Provide information in reasonable detail about the projected impacts of the proposed facility on 
state and regional business development, local, regional and state economies, property values, aesthetics, 
tourism, and outdoor recreation. These analyses shall be conducted in accordance with professional standards 
by an expert in these fields.

			   (f) Provide information in reasonable detail relative to the economic impacts of the proposed facility 
and potential infrastructure improvements associated with the proposed project on affected municipalities, 
the region, and the state.

			   (g) Provide information in reasonable detail about the projected impacts from noise, odor, or traffic 
associated with the transportation of waste to the facility over roads between the closest federal interstate 
highway and the facility site to the extent such noise, odor, or traffic is not regulated by the department. 
These analyses shall be conducted in accordance with professional standards by an expert in these fields.

			   (h) Provide such additional information regarding subjects not regulated by the department or any 
other state agency as the committee may require by rule to carry out the purpose of this subdivision.

		  IV. For all information submitted with the application that was prepared by a consultant or expert 
retained by the applicant, the applicant shall submit the qualifications of each such consultant or expert to 
prepare such information.

		  V. The committee may seek such additional information from the applicant or a consultant or expert 
retained by the applicant as may be necessary for the committee to conduct its assessment of the application 
and proposed project and to understand the basis for the analyses and conclusions prepared by such consul-
tant or expert as part of the application. To the extent any such consultant or expert fails to respond to such 
a request for additional information to the reasonable satisfaction of the committee, the committee may hire 
another consultant or expert with expertise in the same discipline as the applicant’s retained consultant or 
expert to assist the commission in its assessment of the application. The applicant shall bear the reasonable 
fees and expenses of any such consultant or expert hired by the committee.

		  VI. Public information sessions shall be held in accordance with RSA 149-M:76, I and II.

		  VII. Within 180 days of the acceptance of an application, the committee shall issue or deny a certificate 
for the proposed major solid waste disposal facility.

		  VIII. The committee may request that state agencies with relevant technical expertise participate in 
committee proceedings.

		  IX. The committee may deny a certificate based upon the criteria in RSA 149-M:9, IX.

		  X. A state agency may seek intervention as a party in any proceeding before the committee in accordance 
with RSA 541-A:32.

	 149-M:73 Disclosure of Ownership. Any application for a certificate, or for change in ownership and transfer 
of certificate, shall be signed and sworn to by or on behalf of the person making such application and shall 
contain the following information:

		  I. Full name and address of the applicant.

		  II. If the applicant is not an individual,

			   (a) The state in which the applicant was formed and the address of the applicant’s

principal place of business.

			   (b) The names and addresses of each person having an ownership interest in the applicant, provided 
that if the applicant is a subsidiary of a publicly traded company it shall provide, (1) the names and addresses 
of each intermediate subsidiary of the publicly traded company having an ownership interest in the applicant 
and the names and addresses of each person having an ownership interest in each intermediate subsidiary 
and (2) the names and addresses of the directors and officers and the states of formation and principal places 
of business of the publicly traded company and each such intermediate subsidiary.
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		  III. A statement demonstrating that the applicant will have the financial resources to develop the major 
solid waste disposal facility as proposed in the application.

		  IV. The committee shall administratively approve changes of ownership and transfers of certificates 
within 90 days of a petition if it determines the new certificate holder has adequate financial, technical, and 
managerial capability to assure construction and operation of the facility in continuing compliance with the 
terms and conditions of the certificate.

	 149-M:74 Application and Filing Fees.

		  I. A person filing an application for a certificate for a major solid waste disposal facility under this sub-
division shall pay to the committee at the time of filing the fee prescribed in paragraph II.

		  II. The committee shall charge the following fees for filings made pursuant to this subdivision and shall 
post such filing fees on its website:

			   (a) Application fee for a major solid waste disposal facility: $20,000 base charge and $1,000 per ad-
ditional 10,000 tons/year throughput in excess of 100,000 tons per year.

			   (b) Filing fees for administrative proceedings:

				    (1) Petition for committee jurisdiction: $500.

				    (2) Certificate transfer of ownership: $1,000.

				    (3) Request to modify a certificate: $1,000.

		  III. All fees charged shall be deposited in the solid waste evaluation committee fund established in RSA 
149-M:84 and shall be nonlapsing and accounted for as a separate line item.

		  IV. Each year the committee may increase the fees prescribed in paragraph II by no more than the in-
crease in the consumer price index from the prior year, provided that any such increase shall occur not more 
frequently than once during any 12-month period. Modifications to the fee schedule shall be posted on the 
committee website, with a link prominently displayed on the home page.

		  V. If the committee expends funds under RSA 149-M:85 in order to review and process the applicant’s 
application, and such funds exceed the value of the original filing fee under paragraph II, then the committee 
may charge an additional fee to the applicant to cover such costs but such additional fee shall not exceed the 
value of the original fee.

	 149-M:75 Counsel for the Public.

		  I. An application for a certificate under this subdivision shall be served contemporaneously by the ap-
plicant upon the attorney general. Upon receipt of such an application, the attorney general shall appoint 
an assistant attorney general as counsel for the public in connection with the committee’s consideration of 
the application. Counsel for the public shall be deemed to represent the public as a party to the proceedings 
before the committee.

		  II. This section shall not be construed to prevent any person otherwise entitled to participate in any 
meeting or hearing under this subdivision from being heard or represented by counsel.

	 149-M:76 Public Hearing; Studies.

		  I. At least 30 days prior to filing an application for a certificate, an applicant shall hold at least one pub-
lic information session in the affected municipality where the proposed facility is to be located. This session 
may be held concurrently with a public session held as a requirement of any other state or federal permit or 
approval.

		  II. Within 60 days after acceptance of an application for a certificate, the committee shall hold at least 
one public information session in the municipality where the major solid waste disposal facility is proposed 
to be located. Public information sessions under paragraphs I and II shall not be public hearings and shall 
be designed to reasonably explain and answer the public’s questions about the proposed project and the com-
mittee’s procedure for considering and deciding upon an application.

		  III. Public hearings on the application shall be in the nature of adjudicative proceedings under RSA 
541-A and shall be held in the municipality in which the proposed major solid waste disposal facility is to be 
located or in Concord, New Hampshire, as determined by the committee.
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		  IV. The committee shall adopt rules regarding the timing and method of notices for public information 
sessions and public hearings and any other requirements regarding such sessions and hearings, provided that 
such rules shall not provide less protection of the public’s right to know than RSA 91-A provides.

		  V. The committee shall consider and weigh all evidence presented at public hearings. Members of the 
public may provide written comments, information, reports, arguments, analyses, and the like to counsel 
for the public who may present such comments, information, reports, arguments, analyses, and the like or 
a compilation or summary thereof in public hearings if they are relevant to the committee’s jurisdiction and 
otherwise admissible under RSA 541-A:33. The committee shall provide an opportunity at one or more public 
hearings for testimony from the governing body of each affected municipality and the governing body of the 
county in which the proposed facility is proposed to be located. The committee shall consider, as appropriate, 
prior committee findings and rulings on the same or similar subject matters. The burden of establishing the 
existence of any adverse impacts from the proposed facility at the public hearing shall be upon the persons 
asserting their existence.

		  VI. The committee and counsel for the public shall conduct such reasonable studies and investigations 
as are necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes of this subdivision and may employ one or more 
qualified experts to the extent necessary to enable them to carry out their duties under this subdivision, the 
reasonable cost of which shall be borne by the applicant or certificate holder in such amount as may be ap-
proved by the committee.

		  VII. Times for conducting public hearings and rendering a decision on the application may be extended 
for good cause upon written request of the applicant.

	 149-M:77 Judicial Review. Decisions made pursuant to this subdivision shall be reheard and appealed in 
accordance with RSA 541.

	 149-M:78 Monitoring and Enforcement.

		  I. The department shall monitor the construction and operation of any major solid waste disposal facil-
ity granted a certificate under this subdivision to ensure compliance with the terms and conditions of such 
certificate. With the exception of the authority retained by the state agencies in accordance with paragraph 
V, the department may delegate the authority to monitor the construction or operation of any major solid 
waste disposal facility granted a certificate under this subdivision to such state agency or official as it deems 
appropriate but shall ensure that the terms and conditions of the certificate are met. Any authorized repre-
sentative or delegate of the department shall have a right of entry onto the premises of any part of the facility 
to ascertain if it is being constructed or operated in continuing compliance with the terms and conditions of 
the certificate. During normal hours of business, such a representative or delegate shall also have a right to 
inspect such records of the certificate-holder as are relevant to the terms or conditions of the certificate.

		  II. Whenever the department administratively determines, on its own or in response to a complaint, that 
any term or condition of any certificate issued under this subdivision or prior law is being violated, it shall, in 
writing, notify the certificate holder of the specific violation and order the person to immediately terminate the 
violation. If, 15 days after receipt of the order, the person has failed or neglected to terminate the violation, 
the department shall notify the committee which may suspend the person’s certificate. Except for emergencies 
posing an imminent threat to human health or the environment, prior to any suspension the committee shall 
give written notice of its consideration of suspension and of its reasons therefor and shall provide reasonable 
notice and an opportunity for a hearing before a suspension is ordered. In addition to suspension, if, after 15 
days of receipt of the order, the person has failed or neglected to terminate the violation, after notice and a 
hearing the committee may impose a fine not to exceed $5,000 per day until the violation is corrected.

		  III. In addition to other remedies provided in this subdivision, upon petition of the department, the 
committee may suspend a certificate if the committee determines that a person has made a material mis-
representation in the application, or in supplemental or additional statements of fact, or studies required of 
the applicant, or if the committee determines that the person has violated the provisions of this subdivision, 
or any rule adopted under this subdivision. Except for emergencies, prior to any suspension, the committee 
shall give written notice of its consideration of suspension and of its reasons therefor and shall provide an 
opportunity for a prompt hearing before a suspension is ordered.

		  IV. Upon petition of the department, the committee may revoke any certificate that is suspended after 
the person holding the suspended certificate has been given at least 90 days’ written notice of the commit-
tee’s consideration of revocation and of its reasons therefor and has been provided an opportunity for a full 
hearing before a revocation is ordered.
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		  V. Notwithstanding any other provision of this subdivision, each state agency having permitting or other 
regulatory authority shall retain all of its powers and duties of enforcement.

		  VI. The full amount of actual costs and expenses incurred by the department and committee in connec-
tion with any enforcement action against a person holding a certificate, in which the person is determined 
to have violated any provision of this subdivision, any rule adopted by the committee, or any of the terms 
and conditions of the issued certificate, shall be assessed to the person and shall be paid by the person to the 
committee. Any amounts paid by a person to the committee pursuant to this paragraph shall be deposited in 
the state’s general fund.

		  VII. The department may adopt rules in furtherance of its monitoring and enforcement responsibilities 
under this subdivision.

	 149-M:79 Records. Complete verbatim records shall be kept by the committee of all hearings, and records 
of all other actions, proceedings, and correspondence of the committee, including submittals of information 
and reports by members of the public, shall be maintained, all of which records shall be open to the public 
inspection and copying as provided for under RSA 91-A and made available on the committee’s website unless 
such records were submitted under seal and are exempt from public disclosure under RSA 91-A.

	 149-M:80 Findings and Certificate Issuance.

		  I. The decision to issue or deny a certificate shall be based on the hearing record and made by a majority 
of the committee.

		  II. In order to issue a certificate, the committee shall find that:

			   (a) The applicant has adequate financial, technical, and managerial capability to assure construction, 
operation, and closure of the facility in continuing compliance with the terms and conditions of the certificate.

			   (b) The facility will not unduly interfere with the orderly development of the region with due con-
sideration having been given to the views of municipal and regional planning commissions and municipal 
governing bodies.

			   (c) The public benefit of the facility outweighs any adverse impact of the facility on aesthetics, historic 
preservation, economic impacts to the region, tourism, outdoor recreation, regional and statewide business 
development, existing land uses, and property values and from noise, odor, or traffic associated with the 
transportation of waste to the facility over roads between the closest federal interstate highway and the facil-
ity site to the extent such noise, odor, or traffic is not otherwise regulated by the department.

		  III. The committee shall issue a written order granting or denying a certificate. Within 90 days of an 
order granting a certificate the committee shall issue a written summary and analysis of each issue raised 
in the public hearing in opposition to issuance of the certificate unless such issue addresses a subject matter 
regulated by a division of the department created by RSA 21-O or any other state agency, in which case the 
committee shall refer such issue in writing to such division or agency for analysis and response as part of the 
division or agency’s consideration of an application for a permit for such facility. Motions for rehearing of an 
order granting a certificate under RSA 541:3 shall not be due until 30 days after the committee has issued 
such written summary and analysis.

		  IV. A certificate, when issued, shall be final and subject only to rehearing and judicial review.

		  V. The committee shall condition the certificate upon the applicant’s obtaining the requisite federal and 
state approvals.

	 149-M:82 Penalties.

		  I. Any construction or operation of major solid waste disposal facilities without first obtaining a certificate 
from the committee, or any material violation of the terms and conditions of a certificate issued by the commit-
tee, shall be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $10,000 for each violation or for each day of a continuing 
violation. Such violation may also be enjoined by the superior court upon application of the attorney general.

		  II. Whoever purposely or knowingly commits any violation of any provision of this section shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor if a natural person, or guilty of a felony if any other person.

	 149-M:83 Severability. If any provision of this subdivision, or application thereof to any person or circum-
stance is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of the subdivision which 
can be given effect without the invalid provisions or applications, and to this end, the provisions of this sub-
division are severable.
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	 149-M:84 Fund Established; Funding Plan; Fines and Penalties.

		  I. There is hereby established in the office of the state treasurer a nonlapsing, special fund to be known as 
the solid waste facility site evaluation committee fund. All application and other filing fees received by the com-
mittee under this subdivision shall be deposited in the fund. All moneys in the fund shall be continually appropri-
ated to the committee and shall be used to pay for operating costs of the committee and the partial salary of the 
administrator. If the administrator position is vacant, the fund may be used to pay an independent contractor to 
perform the duties of the administrator for the committee. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the com-
mittee may engage the department for technical, legal, or administrative support to fulfill the requirements of 
this subdivision. Any cost incurred by the committee for such support shall be charged directly to the applicant.

		  II. In the event lawful expenditures by the committee in a fiscal year are greater than the total mon-
ies held in the solid waste evaluation committee fund, the chair of the committee may request, with prior 
approval of the legislative fiscal committee that the governor and council authorize additional funding from 
general funds not otherwise appropriated.

		  III. All fines and civil penalties recovered by the committee, the department, or the department of justice 
from the enforcement of the provisions of this subdivision shall be deposited into the state’s general fund.

	 149-M:85 Compensation and Reimbursement.

		  I. The public members of the committee shall be compensated for all time spent on committee business, 
including compensation and reimbursement for major solid waste disposal facility proceeding time and ex-
penses. Compensation shall be provided on a pro rata basis, based upon the daily salary rate of an unclassified 
position at the initial step in grade FF under RSA 94:1-a, I(a).

		  II. State agencies represented on the committee shall be reimbursed for major solid waste disposal facil-
ity proceeding time and expenses incurred by their respective members or designees, except that time spent 
for the first 5 full days of their participation with respect to any application or other proceeding concerning a 
major solid waste disposal facility shall not be subject to reimbursement. The rate of reimbursement to each 
respective agency shall be based on a pro rata share of the employee’s salary, benefits, and related costs.

		  III. The department of justice shall be reimbursed in the same manner as described in paragraph II for 
major solid waste disposal facility proceeding time and expenses that are incurred by the counsel for the public.

		  IV. All persons or agencies seeking compensation or reimbursement under this section shall keep de-
tailed time and expense records which shall be submitted to the chairperson or administrator and used to 
determine the amount of compensation or reimbursement. The chairperson or administrator shall develop a 
recordkeeping system and accounting and payment procedures.

		  V. Compensation shall not be provided to members of the committee for initial meetings conducted prior 
to acceptance of application fees. The department shall provide support for the adoption of rules established 
by the committee.

	 149-M:86 Solid Waste Permit Applications Suspended. Except for an application for a landfill expansion or a 
remedial landfill expansion, the department shall not issue any permit approvals that authorize new capacity 
for major solid waste disposal facilities until July 1, 2027. During the period that the department’s authority to 
issue such permit approvals is suspended under this section, the department shall accept applications for new 
capacity at such facilities, evaluate such applications for completeness, request more information to make such 
applications complete, and, if warranted under the department’s rules, find such applications to be complete, 
but shall not further evaluate or process any such complete applications, notwithstanding RSA 149-M:9, VIII.

	 8 New Subparagraph; The State and Its Government; State Treasurer; Application of Receipts. Amend 
RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after subparagraph (400) the following new subparagraph:

				    (411) Moneys deposited in the solid waste facility site evaluation committee fund as established in 
RSA 149-M:84.

	 9 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.

2025-3050s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill creates the solid waste facility site evaluation committee in order to evaluate applications for solid 
waste facility siting and to grant or deny such applications.
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The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Rochefort offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Rochefort, Dist 1
January 7, 2026
2026-0046s
08/09

Floor Amendment to HB 707-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 establishing a solid waste site evaluation committee.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Solid Waste Facility Site Evaluation Committee; Purpose and Findings. The general court hereby finds 
and declares that:

		  I. There is a compelling state interest in maintaining adequate, reasonably priced disposal capacity for 
solid waste generated in New Hampshire.

		  II. As a result of changes in federal and state law over the past 50 years and the economics of solid waste 
management, waste disposal facilities are sited regionally in New Hampshire, but they provide disposal capac-
ity for municipalities throughout the state, often irrespective of whether a municipality is in close proximity 
to the disposal facility.

		  III. The general court prefers that new landfill capacity be developed in expansions of existing permitted 
landfills instead of on greenfield sites because existing sites have already been carefully studied before being 
permitted and have been found suitable for landfilling by the department of environmental services.

		  IV. The department of environmental services typically has decades of familiarity with conditions at such 
sites and the expansion of an existing use is generally consistent with the overall objectives of land-use controls.

		  V. This legislation establishes a preference for siting of new landfill capacity on land adjacent to existing 
permitted landfill capacity.

	 2 New Paragraph; Public Health; Solid Waste Management; Definitions. Amend RSA 149-M:4 by inserting 
after paragraph X-a the following new paragraph:

		  X-b. “Landfill expansion” means an addition to the permitted capacity of a landfill or the construction 
of previously permitted capacity for an existing landfill on a parcel or adjacent parcels.

	 3 New Paragraph; Public Health; Solid Waste Management; Definitions. Amend RSA 149-M:4 by inserting 
after paragraph XX the following new paragraph:

		  XX-a. “Recycling facility” means a collection, storage, and transfer facility which collects, stores, and 
prepares recyclable materials for market and transfers both processed recyclable materials to markets for 
recycling and bypass waste for disposal.

	 4 New Paragraph; Public Health; Solid Waste Management; Definitions. Amend RSA 149-M:11 by inserting 
after paragraph VII the following new paragraph:

		  VII-a. Any facility designed to manage food waste in accordance with RSA 149-M:27, V(b) shall be deemed 
to satisfy the requirements of paragraph III.

	 5 New Subdivision; Solid Waste Facility Site Evaluation Committee. Amend RSA 149-M by inserting after 
section 64 the following new subdivision:

Solid Waste Facility Site Evaluation Committee

	 149-M:65 Declaration of Purpose. The legislature and the executive branch recognize that the selection of 
sites for major solid waste disposal facilities may have significant statewide, regional and local impacts that are 
not fully evaluated through existing regulatory review. Accordingly, the legislature and the executive branch 
find that it is in the public interest to establish a procedure to evaluate the suitability of the proposed site 
for a new major solid waste facility, considering criteria that are not captured by existing regulatory reviews, 
including local and in-state regional economic impacts, property value impacts, and impacts on tourism and 
recreation.
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	 149-M:66 Definitions. In this subdivision:

		  I. “Acceptance” means a determination by the committee that it finds that the application is complete 
and ready for consideration.

		  II. “Administrator” means the administrator of the site evaluation committee established pursuant to 
RSA 162-H:3-a.

		  III. “Affected municipality” means any municipality or unincorporated place in which a major solid waste 
disposal facility is proposed to be located and any bordering municipality or unincorporated place from which 
any part of the proposed major solid waste disposal facility will be visible or audible.

		  IV. “Certificate” means the document issued by the committee, containing such reasonable terms and 
conditions as the committee deems appropriate, that authorizes the use of the site for the proposed facility.

		  V. “Committee” means the solid waste facility site evaluation committee established by this subdivision.

		  VI. “Major solid waste disposal facility” means a location, system, or physical structure for the collec-
tion, separation, storage, transfer, processing, treatment, or disposal of solid waste with a proposed waste 
acceptance rate greater than 100,000 tons per year and includes the real property on which such structure or 
system is sited. Major solid waste disposal facility does not include a facility designed to manage food waste 
in accordance with RSA 149-M:27, V(b)(1)-(5), an expansion of a recycling facility, or any facility proposed to 
be constructed by a New Hampshire municipal government.

		  VII. “Filing” means the date on which the application is first submitted to the committee.

		  VIII. “Person” means any individual or other jural entity.

		  IX. “Region” means the area of the state in which a major solid waste disposal facility is to be sited if a 
certificate is issued.

	 149-M:67 Solid Waste Facility Site Evaluation Committee Established.

		  I. There is hereby established a committee to be known as the New Hampshire solid waste facility site 
evaluation committee consisting of 7 members, as follows:

			   (a) The commissioner of the department of business and economic affairs, or designee, who shall serve 
as chairperson of the committee.

			   (b) The commissioner of the department of environmental services, or designee.

			   (c) Five members and, as provided by RSA 149-M:68, alternate members, appointed by the governor 
with the consent of the executive council, including a member with expertise in municipal planning, a member 
with expertise in achieving natural resource protection in the context of large project development, a member 
who has expertise in the private waste management industry, a member who serves on the state conservation 
commission, and a member who is representative of the business community.

		  II. All members, including those who sit for a member disqualified or recused under RSA 149-M:68, shall 
refrain from ex parte communications regarding any matter pending before the committee.

		  III. The committee shall be administratively attached to the department of environmental services.

		  IV. The chairperson shall serve as the chief executive of the committee and may:

			   (a) Serve as presiding officer.

			   (b) Delegate to other members the duties of the presiding officer, as appropriate.

			   (c) Establish, with the consent of the committee, the budgetary requirements of the committee.

			   (d) Engage personnel in accordance with this subdivision.

		  V. The presiding officer may appoint a retired justice of the supreme court, superior court, or circuit court 
or another person with similar experience adjudicating disputes as a hearing officer to perform the functions 
described in RSA 149-M:70, V.

	 149-M:68 Committee Members.

		  I. All members of the committee and any hearing officer appointed under RSA 149-M:67, V, shall meet 
the impartiality standard set forth in Part 1 Article 35 of the state constitution.
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		  II. Members and alternate members appointed under RSA 149-M:67, I(c) shall serve 5-year terms and 
until their successors are appointed and qualified. Any member chosen to fill a vacancy occurring other than 
by expiration of a term shall be appointed for the unexpired term of the member who is succeeded.

		  III. If at any time a member appointed by the governor with the consent of the executive council is recused 
or otherwise disqualified from participating in a matter before the committee or is not otherwise available 
for good reason, an alternate member shall replace such member.

		  IV. If at any time an ex officio member of the committee under RSA 149-M:67, I(a) and (b) or designee 
is recused or otherwise disqualified from participating in a matter before the committee or is not otherwise 
available for good reason, the ex officio member shall designate a replacement for such member.

		  V. Neither a member nor any spouse or domestic partner, parent, child, in-law, or sibling of a member 
shall receive income from entities that own or operate, or have applied to own or operate, major solid waste 
disposal facilities in New Hampshire. The members appointed by the governor with the consent of the execu-
tive council and their alternates shall comply with RSA 15-A and RSA 15-B.

		  VI. Any member appointed by the governor with the consent of the executive council may be removed 
from office in accordance with RSA 4:1 and shall be promptly replaced by the governor with the consent of 
the executive council.

	 149-M:69 Administrator and Other Committee Support. The administrator shall provide support to the 
committee. If the administrator is not available or the position is vacant, the committee may hire an inde-
pendent contractor. The administrator shall be under the supervision of the chairperson when performing 
duties for the committee. The administrator shall be compensated for work performed for the committee as 
set forth in RSA 149-M:85. The administrator, or chairperson in the absence of an administrator, with com-
mittee approval, may engage additional technical, legal, or administrative support to fulfill the functions of 
the committee as necessary.

	 149-M:70 Powers and Duties of the Committee; Rules.

		  I. The committee shall:

			   (a) Evaluate an application on the merits after acceptance and timely grant or deny the application 
in accordance with this subdivision, incorporating in its decision such findings and rulings as are reasonably 
necessary to support its decision.

			   (b) Include with any decision the reasonable terms and conditions of any certificate issued under this 
subdivision, including, without limitation and if warranted, bonding or other form of security for performance.

			   (c) Assist the public in understanding the requirements of this subdivision.

		  II. The committee shall hold the hearings required by this subdivision and in addition to any other notice 
requirements provided by law it shall ensure public notice of such hearings of no less than 7 calendar days.

		  III. The department shall use its enforcement powers under this chapter, including its power to refer a 
matter to the department of justice, to enforce the terms and conditions the committee imposes on the issu-
ance of a certificate.

		  IV. The committee shall not delegate its authority or duties except as provided under this subdivision.

		  V. In any matter before the committee, the presiding officer, or a hearing officer designated by the pre-
siding officer, may hear and decide prehearing matters that are before the committee, including procedural 
schedules, consolidation of parties with substantially similar interests, discovery schedules and methods, 
motions, and conferences to identify witnesses and exhibits and otherwise plan for the hearing on the merits. 
Undisputed motions for intervention may be decided by the hearing officer and disputed motions for interven-
tion shall be decided by the presiding officer. Any party aggrieved by a decision on a motion to intervene may 
within 10 calendar days request that the committee review such decision de novo. All prehearing decisions 
by the presiding officer or the hearing officer shall be provided promptly to the committee members, and any 
such decision shall be reviewed de novo by the full committee upon written request by any member to the 
presiding officer within 7 days of the member’s receipt of the decision.

		  VI. On or before July 1, 2027, the committee shall adopt rules to implement and administer the require-
ments of this subdivision pursuant to RSA 541-A, after public notice and hearing, and may adopt further rules 
thereafter as may from time to time be required. The committee’s failure to adopt rules under this paragraph 
shall not affect the committee’s obligation to accept, process, and rule upon applications for a certificate under 
this subdivision.
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		  VII. The committee shall hold its first organizational meeting on or before September 1, 2026. The de-
partment shall prepare an application form for the use of applicants for a certificate and shall present such 
application form to the committee at its first organizational meeting for the committee’s review and approval.

	 149-M:71 Prohibitions and Restrictions.

		  I. No person shall commence construction of any major solid waste disposal facility within the state un-
less it has obtained a certificate pursuant to this subdivision. Such facilities shall be constructed, operated, 
and maintained in accordance with the terms and conditions of the certificate. Such a certificate shall not be 
transferred or assigned without approval of the committee as provided by RSA 149-M:73, VII. Unless otherwise 
specified in this subdivision or required by any other state or federal permit for the facility, any approved 
major solid waste facility shall not be constructed, operated, or closed in a manner materially different than 
the manner in which it was presented in the application for a certificate as modified and conditioned by such 
certificate.

		  II. Applications for certificates may at the election of the applicant be filed and evaluated by the commit-
tee concurrently with other state approvals and public hearings may be scheduled concurrently with hearings 
held by other state agencies as part of their permitting process for the same facility.

		  III. Notwithstanding paragraph II, for permit applications under this subdivision for major solid waste 
disposal facilities pending before the department on or prior to July 1, 2026, the applicant shall make a filing 
with the committee within one year of the effective date of this act.

	 149-M:72 Application for Certificate.

		  I. All applications for a certificate for a major solid waste disposal facility shall be filed with the admin-
istrator or the chair of the committee.

		  II. Within 30 days of the filing of an application, the committee shall notify the applicant in writing 
whether the application contains all of the information required by this subdivision and by rule for such ap-
plications. If the committee concludes that the application is not complete, it shall include in its notice the 
specific information the applicant must submit to render the application complete. The applicant’s submission 
of additional information in response to any notice from the committee that the application is incomplete 
shall restart the 30-day period for the committee’s determination whether the application is complete. If 
the committee concludes that the application is complete, it shall notify the applicant, and such notice shall 
constitute an acceptance. During any period between a notice that the application is incomplete and the ap-
plicant’s response to such a notice, the committee shall suspend its consideration of the application.

		  III. To carry out the committee’s duties in RSA 149-M:70, each application shall:

			   (a) Describe in reasonable detail the types and quantities of waste the applicant expects to accept and 
the proposed location and dimensions of each principal component of the proposed facility.

			   (b) Describe in reasonable detail the impact of the proposed facility on existing local, regional, and 
state land uses.

			   (c) Document that copies of the application have been hand-delivered or sent by certified mail to the 
governing body of each affected municipality. The application shall include a list of each affected municipality.

			   (d) Provide analysis on the visual impact of the proposed facility during construction, operation, and 
post-closure through a visual impact assessment prepared in accordance with professional standards by an 
expert in the field.

			   (e) Provide information in reasonable detail about the projected impacts of the proposed facility on 
state and regional business development, local, regional and state economies, property values, aesthetics, 
tourism, and outdoor recreation. These analyses shall be conducted in accordance with professional standards 
by an expert in these fields.

			   (f) Provide information in reasonable detail relative to the economic impacts of the proposed facility 
and potential infrastructure improvements associated with the proposed project on affected municipalities, 
the region, and the state.

			   (g) Provide information in reasonable detail about the projected impacts from noise, odor, or traffic 
associated with the transportation of waste to the facility over roads between the closest federal interstate 
highway and the facility site to the extent such noise, odor, or traffic is not regulated by the department. 
These analyses shall be conducted in accordance with professional standards by an expert in these fields.
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			   (h) Provide such additional information regarding subjects not regulated by the department or any 
other state agency as the committee may require by rule to carry out the purpose of this subdivision.

		  IV. For all information submitted with the application that was prepared by a consultant or expert 
retained by the applicant, the applicant shall submit the qualifications of each such consultant or expert to 
prepare such information.

		  V. The committee may seek such additional information from the applicant or a consultant or expert 
retained by the applicant as may be necessary for the committee to conduct its assessment of the application 
and proposed project and to understand the basis for the analyses and conclusions prepared by such consul-
tant or expert as part of the application. To the extent any such consultant or expert fails to respond to such 
a request for additional information to the reasonable satisfaction of the committee, the committee may hire 
another consultant or expert with expertise in the same discipline as the applicant’s retained consultant or 
expert to assist the commission in its assessment of the application. The applicant shall bear the reasonable 
fees and expenses of any such consultant or expert hired by the committee.

		  VI. Public information sessions shall be held in accordance with RSA 149-M:76, I and II.

		  VII. Within 180 days of the acceptance of an application, the committee shall issue or deny a certificate 
for the proposed major solid waste disposal facility.

		  VIII. The committee may request that state agencies with relevant technical expertise participate in 
committee proceedings.

		  IX. The committee may deny a certificate based upon the criteria in RSA 149-M:9, IX.

		  X. A state agency may seek intervention as a party in any proceeding before the committee in accordance 
with RSA 541-A:32.

	 149-M:73 Disclosure of Ownership. Any application for a certificate, or for change in ownership and transfer 
of certificate, shall be signed and sworn to by or on behalf of the person making such application and shall 
contain the following information:

		  I. Full name and address of the applicant.

		  II. If the applicant is not an individual,

			   (a) The state in which the applicant was formed and the address of the applicant’s

principal place of business.

			   (b) The names and addresses of each person having an ownership interest in the applicant, provided 
that if the applicant is a subsidiary of a publicly traded company it shall provide, (1) the names and addresses 
of each intermediate subsidiary of the publicly traded company having an ownership interest in the applicant 
and the names and addresses of each person having an ownership interest in each intermediate subsidiary 
and (2) the names and addresses of the directors and officers and the states of formation and principal places 
of business of the publicly traded company and each such intermediate subsidiary.

		  III. A statement demonstrating that the applicant will have the financial resources to develop the major 
solid waste disposal facility as proposed in the application.

		  IV. The committee shall administratively approve changes of ownership and transfers of certificates 
within 90 days of a petition if it determines the new certificate holder has adequate financial, technical, and 
managerial capability to assure construction and operation of the facility in continuing compliance with the 
terms and conditions of the certificate.

	 149-M:74 Application and Filing Fees.

		  I. A person filing an application for a certificate for a major solid waste disposal facility under this sub-
division shall pay to the committee at the time of filing the fee prescribed in paragraph II.

		  II. The committee shall charge the following fees for filings made pursuant to this subdivision and shall 
post such filing fees on its website:

			   (a) Application fee for a major solid waste disposal facility: $20,000 base charge and $1,000 per ad-
ditional 10,000 tons/year throughput in excess of 100,000 tons per year.

			   (b) Filing fees for administrative proceedings:

				    (1) Petition for committee jurisdiction: $500.
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				    (2) Certificate transfer of ownership: $1,000.

				    (3) Request to modify a certificate: $1,000.

		  III. All fees charged shall be deposited in the solid waste evaluation committee fund established in RSA 
149-M:84 and shall be nonlapsing and accounted for as a separate line item.

		  IV. Each year the committee may increase the fees prescribed in paragraph II by no more than the in-
crease in the consumer price index from the prior year, provided that any such increase shall occur not more 
frequently than once during any 12-month period. Modifications to the fee schedule shall be posted on the 
committee website, with a link prominently displayed on the home page.

		  V. If the committee expends funds under RSA 149-M:85 in order to review and process the applicant’s 
application, and such funds exceed the value of the original filing fee under paragraph II, then the committee 
may charge an additional fee to the applicant to cover such costs but such additional fee shall not exceed the 
value of the original fee.

	 149-M:75 Counsel for the Public.

		  I. An application for a certificate under this subdivision shall be served contemporaneously by the ap-
plicant upon the attorney general. Upon receipt of such an application, the attorney general shall appoint 
an assistant attorney general as counsel for the public in connection with the committee’s consideration of 
the application. Counsel for the public shall be deemed to represent the public as a party to the proceedings 
before the committee.

		  II. This section shall not be construed to prevent any person otherwise entitled to participate in any 
meeting or hearing under this subdivision from being heard or represented by counsel.

	 149-M:76 Public Hearing; Studies.

		  I. At least 30 days prior to filing an application for a certificate, an applicant shall hold at least one public 
information session in the affected municipality where the proposed facility is to be located. This session may be 
held concurrently with a public session held as a requirement of any other state or federal permit or approval.

		  II. Within 60 days after acceptance of an application for a certificate, the committee shall hold at least 
one public information session in the municipality where the major solid waste disposal facility is proposed 
to be located. Public information sessions under paragraphs I and II shall not be public hearings and shall 
be designed to reasonably explain and answer the public’s questions about the proposed project and the com-
mittee’s procedure for considering and deciding upon an application.

		  III. Public hearings on the application shall be in the nature of adjudicative proceedings under RSA 
541-A and shall be held in the municipality in which the proposed major solid waste disposal facility is to be 
located or in Concord, New Hampshire, as determined by the committee.

		  IV. The committee shall adopt rules regarding the timing and method of notices for public information 
sessions and public hearings and any other requirements regarding such sessions and hearings, provided that 
such rules shall not provide less protection of the public’s right to know than RSA 91-A provides.

		  V. The committee shall consider and weigh all evidence presented at public hearings. Members of the 
public may provide written comments, information, reports, arguments, analyses, and the like to counsel 
for the public who may present such comments, information, reports, arguments, analyses, and the like or 
a compilation or summary thereof in public hearings if they are relevant to the committee’s jurisdiction and 
otherwise admissible under RSA 541-A:33. The committee shall provide an opportunity at one or more public 
hearings for testimony from the governing body of each affected municipality and the governing body of the 
county in which the proposed facility is proposed to be located. The committee shall consider, as appropriate, 
prior committee findings and rulings on the same or similar subject matters. The burden of establishing the 
existence of any adverse impacts from the proposed facility at the public hearing shall be upon the persons 
asserting their existence.

		  VI. The committee and counsel for the public shall conduct such reasonable studies and investigations 
as are necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes of this subdivision and may employ one or more 
qualified experts to the extent necessary to enable them to carry out their duties under this subdivision, the 
reasonable cost of which shall be borne by the applicant or certificate holder in such amount as may be ap-
proved by the committee.
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		  VII. Times for conducting public hearings and rendering a decision on the application may be extended 
for good cause upon written request of the applicant.

	 149-M:77 Judicial Review. Decisions made pursuant to this subdivision shall be reheard and appealed in 
accordance with RSA 541.

	 149-M:78 Monitoring and Enforcement.

		  I. The department shall monitor the construction and operation of any major solid waste disposal facil-
ity granted a certificate under this subdivision to ensure compliance with the terms and conditions of such 
certificate. With the exception of the authority retained by the state agencies in accordance with paragraph 
V, the department may delegate the authority to monitor the construction or operation of any major solid 
waste disposal facility granted a certificate under this subdivision to such state agency or official as it deems 
appropriate but shall ensure that the terms and conditions of the certificate are met. Any authorized repre-
sentative or delegate of the department shall have a right of entry onto the premises of any part of the facility 
to ascertain if it is being constructed or operated in continuing compliance with the terms and conditions of 
the certificate. During normal hours of business, such a representative or delegate shall also have a right to 
inspect such records of the certificate-holder as are relevant to the terms or conditions of the certificate.

		  II. Whenever the department administratively determines, on its own or in response to a complaint, that 
any term or condition of any certificate issued under this subdivision or prior law is being violated, it shall, in 
writing, notify the certificate holder of the specific violation and order the person to immediately terminate the 
violation. If, 15 days after receipt of the order, the person has failed or neglected to terminate the violation, 
the department shall notify the committee which may suspend the person’s certificate. Except for emergencies 
posing an imminent threat to human health or the environment, prior to any suspension the committee shall 
give written notice of its consideration of suspension and of its reasons therefor and shall provide reasonable 
notice and an opportunity for a hearing before a suspension is ordered. In addition to suspension, if, after 15 
days of receipt of the order, the person has failed or neglected to terminate the violation, after notice and a 
hearing the committee may impose a fine not to exceed $5,000 per day until the violation is corrected.

		  III. In addition to other remedies provided in this subdivision, upon petition of the department, the 
committee may suspend a certificate if the committee determines that a person has made a material mis-
representation in the application, or in supplemental or additional statements of fact, or studies required of 
the applicant, or if the committee determines that the person has violated the provisions of this subdivision, 
or any rule adopted under this subdivision. Except for emergencies, prior to any suspension, the committee 
shall give written notice of its consideration of suspension and of its reasons therefor and shall provide an 
opportunity for a prompt hearing before a suspension is ordered.

		  IV. Upon petition of the department, the committee may revoke any certificate that is suspended after 
the person holding the suspended certificate has been given at least 90 days’ written notice of the commit-
tee’s consideration of revocation and of its reasons therefor and has been provided an opportunity for a full 
hearing before a revocation is ordered.

		  V. Notwithstanding any other provision of this subdivision, each state agency having permitting or other 
regulatory authority shall retain all of its powers and duties of enforcement.

		  VI. The full amount of actual costs and expenses incurred by the department and committee in connec-
tion with any enforcement action against a person holding a certificate, in which the person is determined 
to have violated any provision of this subdivision, any rule adopted by the committee, or any of the terms 
and conditions of the issued certificate, shall be assessed to the person and shall be paid by the person to the 
committee. Any amounts paid by a person to the committee pursuant to this paragraph shall be deposited in 
the state’s general fund.

		  VII. The department may adopt rules in furtherance of its monitoring and enforcement responsibilities 
under this subdivision.

	 149-M:79 Records. Complete verbatim records shall be kept by the committee of all hearings, and records 
of all other actions, proceedings, and correspondence of the committee, including submittals of information 
and reports by members of the public, shall be maintained, all of which records shall be open to the public 
inspection and copying as provided for under RSA 91-A and made available on the committee’s website unless 
such records were submitted under seal and are exempt from public disclosure under RSA 91-A.

	 149-M:80 Findings and Certificate Issuance.
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		  I. The decision to issue or deny a certificate shall be based on the hearing record and made by a majority 
of the committee.

		  II. In order to issue a certificate, the committee shall find that:

			   (a) The applicant has adequate financial, technical, and managerial capability to assure construction, 
operation, and closure of the facility in continuing compliance with the terms and conditions of the certificate.

			   (b) The facility will not unduly interfere with the orderly development of the region with due con-
sideration having been given to the views of municipal and regional planning commissions and municipal 
governing bodies.

			   (c) The public benefit of the facility outweighs any adverse impact of the facility on aesthetics, historic 
preservation, economic impacts to the region, tourism, outdoor recreation, regional and statewide business 
development, existing land uses, and property values and from noise, odor, or traffic associated with the 
transportation of waste to the facility over roads between the closest federal interstate highway and the facil-
ity site to the extent such noise, odor, or traffic is not otherwise regulated by the department.

		  III. The committee shall issue a written order granting or denying a certificate. Within 90 days of an 
order granting a certificate the committee shall issue a written summary and analysis of each issue raised 
in the public hearing in opposition to issuance of the certificate unless such issue addresses a subject matter 
regulated by a division of the department created by RSA 21-O or any other state agency, in which case the 
committee shall refer such issue in writing to such division or agency for analysis and response as part of the 
division or agency’s consideration of an application for a permit for such facility. Motions for rehearing of an 
order granting a certificate under RSA 541:3 shall not be due until 30 days after the committee has issued 
such written summary and analysis.

		  IV. A certificate, when issued, shall be final and subject only to rehearing and judicial review.

		  V. The committee shall condition the certificate upon the applicant’s obtaining the requisite federal and 
state approvals.

	 149-M:82 Penalties.

		  I. Any construction or operation of major solid waste disposal facilities without first obtaining a cer-
tificate from the committee, or any material violation of the terms and conditions of a certificate issued by 
the committee, shall be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $10,000 for each violation or for each day of 
a continuing violation. Such violation may also be enjoined by the superior court upon application of the at-
torney general.

		  II. Whoever purposely or knowingly commits any violation of any provision of this section shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor if a natural person, or guilty of a felony if any other person.

	 149-M:83 Severability. If any provision of this subdivision, or application thereof to any person or circum-
stance is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of the subdivision which 
can be given effect without the invalid provisions or applications, and to this end, the provisions of this sub-
division are severable.

	 149-M:84 Fund Established; Funding Plan; Fines and Penalties.

		  I. There is hereby established in the office of the state treasurer a nonlapsing, special fund to be known 
as the solid waste facility site evaluation committee fund. All application and other filing fees received by the 
committee under this subdivision shall be deposited in the fund. All moneys in the fund shall be continually 
appropriated to the committee and shall be used to pay for operating costs of the committee and the partial 
salary of the administrator. If the administrator position is vacant, the fund may be used to pay an inde-
pendent contractor to perform the duties of the administrator for the committee. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the committee may engage the department for technical, legal, or administrative support 
to fulfill the requirements of this subdivision. Any cost incurred by the committee for such support shall be 
charged directly to the applicant.

		  II. In the event lawful expenditures by the committee in a fiscal year are greater than the total mon-
ies held in the solid waste evaluation committee fund, the chair of the committee may request, with prior 
approval of the legislative fiscal committee that the governor and council authorize additional funding from 
general funds not otherwise appropriated.
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		  III. All fines and civil penalties recovered by the committee, the department, or the department of justice 
from the enforcement of the provisions of this subdivision shall be deposited into the state’s general fund.

	 149-M:85 Compensation and Reimbursement.

		  I. The public members of the committee shall be compensated for all time spent on committee business, 
including compensation and reimbursement for major solid waste disposal facility proceeding time and ex-
penses. Compensation shall be provided on a pro rata basis, based upon the daily salary rate of an unclassified 
position at the initial step in grade FF under RSA 94:1-a, I(a).

		  II. State agencies represented on the committee shall be reimbursed for major solid waste disposal facil-
ity proceeding time and expenses incurred by their respective members or designees, except that time spent 
for the first 5 full days of their participation with respect to any application or other proceeding concerning a 
major solid waste disposal facility shall not be subject to reimbursement. The rate of reimbursement to each 
respective agency shall be based on a pro rata share of the employee’s salary, benefits, and related costs.

		  III. The department of justice shall be reimbursed in the same manner as described in paragraph II for 
major solid waste disposal facility proceeding time and expenses that are incurred by the counsel for the public.

		  IV. All persons or agencies seeking compensation or reimbursement under this section shall keep de-
tailed time and expense records which shall be submitted to the chairperson or administrator and used to 
determine the amount of compensation or reimbursement. The chairperson or administrator shall develop a 
recordkeeping system and accounting and payment procedures.

		  V. Compensation shall not be provided to members of the committee for initial meetings conducted prior 
to acceptance of application fees. The department shall provide support for the adoption of rules established 
by the committee.

	 149-M:86 Solid Waste Permit Applications Suspended. The department shall not issue any permit approvals 
that authorize new capacity for major solid waste disposal facilities until July 1, 2027. During the period that 
the department’s authority to issue such permit approvals is suspended under this section, the department 
shall accept applications for new capacity at such facilities, evaluate such applications for completeness, re-
quest more information to make such applications complete, and, if warranted under the department’s rules, 
find such applications to be complete, but shall not further evaluate or process any such complete applications, 
notwithstanding RSA 149-M:9, VIII.

	 6 New Subparagraph; The State and Its Government; State Treasurer; Application of Receipts. Amend 
RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after subparagraph (400) the following new subparagraph:

				    (411) Moneys deposited in the solid waste facility site evaluation committee fund as established in 
RSA 149-M:84.

	 7 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.

2026-0046s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill creates the solid waste facility site evaluation committee in order to evaluate applications for solid 
waste facility siting and to grant or deny such applications.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment.

A roll call was requested by Senator Rochefort, seconded by Senator Avard.

The following Senators voted Yes: Rochefort, Watters, Prentiss, Ricciardi, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Sul-
livan, Long, Perkins Kwoka, Gannon, Altschiller.

The following Senators voted No: Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, McGough, Avard, Murphy, Pearl, 
Birdsell, Abbas, Carson.

Roll Call, Yeas: 12 - Nays: 12. Failed.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to the 
Committee on Finance (Rule 4-5).

HB 723-FN, repealing the multi-use energy data platform.
Ought to Pass, Vote 3-2. Senator Avard for the committee.
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The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to the Committee on 
Finance (Rule 4-5).

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
SB 183, relative to membership of the Pease development authority board of directors.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 3-2. Senator Gannon for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate. Adopted.

SB 187-FN, adopting the dentist and dental hygienist compact.
Interim Study, Vote 3-2. Senator McGough for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Interim Study. Adopted.

JUDICIARY
HB 59-FN, relative to the assault of a firefighter, emergency medical care provider, or law enforcement officer.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 3-2. Senator Abbas for the committee.

Senate Judiciary
November 5, 2025
2025-3083s
09/08

Amendment to HB 59-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:

	 2 New Subparagraph; Criminal Code; Second Degree Assault; Elements of Offense. Amend RSA 631:2, I 
by inserting after subparagraph (f) the following new subparagraph:

			   (g) Knowingly causes bodily injury to a law enforcement officer, a paid firefighter, volunteer firefighter, 
on-call firefighter, or licensed emergency medical care provider as defined in RSA 153-A:2, V, acting in the 
line of duty; or commits such an act against a law enforcement officer whether or not the officer is on duty, 
where the purpose was to harm the officer because of his or her present or previous employment as a law 
enforcement officer.

	 3 Extended Term of Imprisonment. Amend RSA 651:6, I(g) to read as follows:

			   (g) Has knowingly committed or attempted to commit any of the crimes defined in RSA 631, other than 
a violation of RSA 631:1, I(e) or RSA 631:2, I(g), where he or she knows the victim was, at the time of the 
commission of the crime, a law enforcement officer, a paid firefighter, volunteer firefighter, on-call firefighter, 
or licensed emergency medical care provider as defined in RSA 153-A:2, V acting in the line of duty;

	 4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.

HB 109-FN, relative to false reports to law enforcement.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 3-2. Senator Gannon for the committee.

Senate Judiciary
November 5, 2025
2025-3085s
09/05

Amendment to HB 109-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Criminal Code; False Reports to Law Enforcement. Amend RSA 641:4 to read as follows:

	 641:4 False Reports to Law Enforcement.

	 A person is guilty of a class A misdemeanor if he or she:

		  I. Knowingly gives or causes to be given false information to any law enforcement officer with the purpose 
of inducing such officer to believe that another has committed an offense; or
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		  II. Knowingly gives or causes to be given information to any law enforcement officer concerning the 
commission of an offense, or the danger from an explosive or other dangerous substance, knowing that the 
offense or danger did not occur or exist or knowing that he or she has no information relating to the offense 
or danger.

	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2025-3085s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill enhances the penalty for the offense of false reports to law enforcement from a misdemeanor to 
a class A misdemeanor.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.

HB 191-FN, providing criminal and civil penalties for the transporting of an unemancipated minor in order 
to obtain a surgical procedure without parental permission.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 3-2. Senator Gannon for the committee.

Senate Judiciary
November 5, 2025
2025-3084s
09/05

Amendment to HB 191-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 providing criminal penalties for the transporting of an unemancipated minor in order to obtain a 
surgical procedure or a termination of the minor’s pregnancy without parental permission.

Amend RSA 633:4-a, I as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  I. A person is guilty of a class A misdemeanor if such person intentionally transports a unemancipated 
minor within this state for the purpose of obtaining a surgical procedure for the minor or a termination of 
the minor’s pregnancy without the express written consent of the minor’s parent or guardian.

Amend RSA 633:4-a, IV(b)-(d) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

			   (b) A person who has obtained the written consent of the unemancipated minor’s parent or legal 
guardian;

			   (c) A common carrier transporting passengers in the course and scope of their business;

			   (d) An ambulance driver or operator and any corresponding emergency medical services personnel 
acting within the course and scope of their duties; or

			   (e) A person who is not emergency medical services personnel transporting an unemancipated minor 
in the case of a medical emergency that requires immediate medical attention.

Amend the bill by deleting section 2 and renumbering the original section 3 to read as 2.

2025-3084s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill provides criminal penalties for transporting an unemancipated minor without parental consent 
for the purpose of obtaining a surgical procedure or a termination of the minor’s pregnancy.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

A roll call was requested by Senator Avard, seconded by Senator Innis.

The following Senators voted Yes: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, McGough, Avard, 
Murphy, Pearl, Sullivan, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Carson.
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The following Senators voted No: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Long, Perkins Kwoka, Altschiller.

Roll Call, Yeas: 16 - Nays: 8. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

Recess. Out of recess.

WAYS AND MEANS
HB 451-FN, establishing the paint product stewardship program.
Ought to Pass, Vote 3-2. Senator Lang for the committee.

Senator Murphy offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Murphy, Dist 16
January 7, 2026
2026-0054s
08/07

Floor Amendment to HB 451-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:

	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2027.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment.

A division vote was requested.

Yeas: 11 - Nays: 13. Failed.

Recess. Out of recess.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass.

A roll call was requested by Senator Avard, seconded by Senator Sullivan.

The following Senators voted Yes: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Watters, Prentiss, Ricciardi, Fenton, Rosen-
wald, Reardon, Pearl, Long, Perkins Kwoka, Altschiller.

The following Senators voted No: Gray, Innis, Ward, McGough, Avard, Murphy, Sullivan, Birdsell, Abbas, 
Gannon, Carson.

Roll Call, Yeas: 13 - Nays: 11. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

CONSENT CALENDAR REPORTS REMOVED
PRESIDENT CARSON: We are at the conclusion of the Regular Calendar and will take up the bills that were 
removed from the Consent Calendar.

EDUCATION
SB 101-FN, authorizing parents to enroll their children in any public school in the state.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate. Failed.

Senator Lang moved Ought to Pass.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to the Committee on 
Finance (Rule 4-5).

HB 222, repealing the requirement for a memorandum of understanding between a chartered public school 
and school district regarding how students with disabilities will receive special education services.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Altschiller for the committee.

Senator Lang offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Lang, Dist 2
Sen. Watters, Dist 4
December 22, 2025
2025-3113s
08/07

Floor Amendment to HB 222
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
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AN ACT	 repealing the requirement for a memorandum of understanding between a chartered public school 
and school district regarding how students with disabilities will receive special education services 
and updating the organizational structure of the department of corrections.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:

	 2 Internal Organizational Units; Department of Corrections. Amend RSA 21-H:4 to read as follows:

	 21-H:4 Internal Organizational Units.

	 The department shall include the following internal organizational units performing the following major 
functions:

		  I. The [division of administration, under the supervision of an] unclassified [director of administration,] 
chief financial and operating officer [who] shall, in accordance with applicable laws, be responsible for:

			   (a) Accounting, purchasing, and budget control.

			   (b) Property, contracts, and grant management.

			   (c) Assistance to the commissioner with short and long range department-wide planning activities.

			   (d) Logistics, facilities management, and food service.

			   (e) Business information and technology.

			   (f) Other duties assigned by the commissioner.

		  I-a. The unclassified director of personnel and information shall be renamed the director of opera-
tions and project management and shall report directly to the chief financial and operating officer.

		  II. The division of field services, under the supervision of an unclassified director of field services, who 
shall, in accordance with applicable laws, be responsible for:

			   (a) Supervising adults placed on probation and [residents] inmates placed on parole.

			   (b) Collection of restitution from individuals under the department’s supervision.

			   [(c) The victim-offender dialogue program, which shall be a victim-initiated, voluntary program to 
assist crime victims who seek access to restorative justice programs as provided under RSA 21-M:8-k, II(u), 
under the direction of the victim services coordinator, who shall:

				    (1) Implement and oversee the program.

				    (2) Advocate for the rights of crime victims.

				    (3) Provide corrections-based victim services including but not limited to:

					     (A) Notification of offender status changes.

					     (B) Victim-initiated victim-offender dialogue.

					     (C) Advocacy, safety, and support for victims during reduced custody, offender re-entry, and 
hearings of the adult parole board. Participation in the program shall not affect the court’s decision relative 
to sentencing, parole, or other types of supervised or unsupervised release programs.]

		  III. The division of medical and [psychiatric] forensic services, under the joint supervision of a medical direc-
tor and an unclassified non-medical director, who shall respectively have the duties and responsibilities provided in 
RSA 622:43, and who shall act in an advisory and coordinative capacity in assisting other agencies and activities 
in the provision of mental health and psychiatric services to persons involved in the criminal justice system.

		  IV. The [division] bureau of investigations and professional standards, under the supervision of [an 
unclassified director] an unclassified bureau chief of investigations of professional standards, who shall, 
in accordance with applicable laws:

			   (a) Conduct and supervise investigations and audits relating to all aspects of the operations and pro-
grams of the department, including but not limited to, complaints and grievances.

			   (b) [Coordinate and recommend policies designed to promote economy, efficiency, and effectiveness in 
the administration of the department, and to detect and prevent fraud and abuse in departmental programs 
and operations.
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			   (c)] Advise the commissioner concerning problems or deficiencies relating to the administration of 
departmental programs and operations, and provide advice on the necessity for, and progress of, correctional 
action.

			   [(d)] (c) Perform other duties as assigned by the commissioner.

		  V. The [division of personnel and information,] human resources bureau under the direction of [an 
unclassified director of personnel and information] a classified human resources director, who shall, in 
accordance with applicable laws, be responsible for the following functions:

			   (a) Personnel management, recruitment, and retention. The department shall develop a program for 
the recruitment, selection, placement, and retention of qualified applicants for the New Hampshire depart-
ment of corrections.

				    (1) The program may include expenditures for recruitment and retention activities and incentives, 
including but not limited to:

					     (A) National Corrections Professionals Week recognition activities at all departmental sites to 
support employee retention, which may include a paid meal for the site during the week, physical awards 
and gift cards with a value of less than $25 as performance incentives based on departmental policies for 
employee recognition, and items issued to employees that are within the financial scope of the department’s 
current expense appropriations in expenditure class 020.

					     (B) Referral fees or bonuses for active employees or newly hired applicants who have not been 
employed by the state through a policy approved by the commissioner.

				    (2) Any recruitment or retention incentives received by an employee pursuant to this subparagraph 
shall not be considered gifts under RSA 15-B.

				    (3) Referral of applicants by current department employees for the purpose of receiving a referral 
fee pursuant to this subparagraph shall not be considered a misuse of position under RSA 21-G:23, provided 
that any rules adopted by the commissioner and any directives issued by the director regarding the referral 
program shall require that the benefits of the program shall be equally available to all department employees, 
except as specified in subparagraph (1)(B), and subject to uniform criteria established by the director.

				    (4) Any expenditures made for recruitment or retention incentives pursuant to this subparagraph 
shall be considered a matter of legislatively-enacted public policy designed to benefit employees and the state, 
and that is confined exclusively to the public employer by statute as provided in RSA 273-A:1, XI, and which 
shall not be subject to collective bargaining. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to invalidate any 
portion of a collective bargaining agreement entered into by the state.

			   (b) [Employee training and development.

			   (c) Internal and external communications, including management of the department’s public com-
munications portals.

			   (d) Business information and technology.

			   (e)] Other duties as assigned by the commissioner.

		  VI. The division of rehabilitative services, under the supervision of an unclassified director of rehabilita-
tive services, who shall, in accordance with applicable laws:

			   (a) Direct and oversee departmental rehabilitative services for [residents] inmates to prepare them 
for release from institutional settings into the community.

			   (b) Coordinate with community organizations to provide a continuity of rehabilitative services for 
individuals under probation or parole supervision in order to achieve stability within the community and 
reduce recidivism.

			   (c) Operate and administer all transitional work and housing units where [residents] inmates are 
assigned for minimum security and work release.

			   (d) Serve as the primary liaison between the department and community-based service providers, 
and municipal, county, and state entities with common issues and responsibilities, including educational and 
vocational or career-path opportunities.
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			   (e) Work with the department of justice and other state and federal agencies to identify, secure, and 
manage grant funds to supplement services available to individuals under departmental supervision, including 
but not limited to housing and employment assistance, substance abuse treatment, mental health treatment, 
and medical and prescription services.

		  VII. The division of communications and external affairs, under the supervision of an unclas-
sified director of communications and external affairs, who shall, in accordance with applicable 
laws be responsible for:

			   (a) Internal and external communications, including management of the department’s public 
communications portals.

			   (b) The victim-offender dialogue program, which shall be a victim-initiated, voluntary pro-
gram to assist crime victims who seek access to restorative justice programs as provided under RSA 
21-M:8-k, II(u), under the direction of the victim services coordinator, who shall:

				    (1) Implement and oversee the program.

				    (2) Advocate for the rights of crime victims.

				    (3) Provide corrections-based victim services including but not limited to:

					     (A) Notification of offender status changes.

					     (B) Victim-initiated victim offender dialogue.

					     (C) Advocacy, safety, and support for victims during reduced custody, offender re-entry, 
and hearings of the adult parole board. Participation in the program shall not affect the court’s 
decision relative to sentencing, parole, or other types of supervised or unsupervised release pro-
grams.

			   (c) Coordinate and recommend policies designed to promote economy, efficiency, and ef-
fectiveness in the administration of the department, and to detect and prevent fraud and abuse in 
departmental programs and operations.

			   (d) Provide legislative oversight for the department.

			   (e) Other duties as assigned by the commissioner.

		  VIII. The bureau of training under the direction of a classified training bureau chief, who 
shall, in accordance with applicable laws, be responsible for employee training and development.

	 3 Commissioner and Other Department Officials; Department of Corrections. Amend RSA 21-H:6 to read 
as follows:

	 21-H:6 Commissioner and Other Department Officials; Appointment; Term.

		  I. The commissioner of the department shall be appointed by the governor, with the consent of the council, 
and shall serve for a term of 4 years from the date of appointment and until a successor is appointed.

		  II. [The commissioner of the department shall nominate for appointment by the governor, with the con-
sent of the council, an assistant commissioner who shall serve at the pleasure of the commissioner.

		  III. The commissioner shall nominate for appointment by the governor, with the consent of the council, 
a professional standards director who shall serve at the pleasure of the commissioner.

		  IV. The commissioner shall nominate for appointment by the governor, with the consent of the council, 
a director of personnel and information who shall serve at the pleasure of the commissioner.

		  IV-a. The commissioner shall nominate for appointment by the governor, with the consent of the council, 
a director of rehabilitative services who shall serve at the pleasure of the commissioner.

		  V. The commissioner shall nominate for appointment by the governor, with consent of the council, each 
division director and warden of all the New Hampshire state prisons. All division directors and the wardens 
shall serve at the pleasure of the commissioner.

		  VI. The commissioner of the department shall nominate for appointment by the governor, with the con-
sent of the council, physicians, and dentists who shall serve at the pleasure of the commissioner.
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		  VII.] There shall be established within the department the following unclassified positions.

			   (a) The commissioner of the department shall nominate for appointment by the governor, 
with the consent of the council, 2 assistant commissioners who shall serve for a term of 4 years from 
the date of appointment and until a successor is appointed.

			   (b) The commissioner shall appoint a person to each unclassified position authorized by the 
legislature. The annual salary of such unclassified employees shall be as prescribed in RSA 94:1-a 
and RSA 94:3-b, II. The provisions of RSA 21:33-a shall not apply to appointments made under this 
subparagraph.

			   (c) Each person appointed under subparagraph (b) shall serve at the pleasure of the com-
missioner.

		  III. Wardens, physicians, and dentists may be assigned to any correctional facility at the discretion of 
the commissioner.

	 4 State Officers; Positions Added. Amend RSA 94:1-a, I(b) by adding the following:

	 GG	 Department of corrections	 chief financial and operating officer

	 GG	 Department of corrections	 director of operations and project management

	 5 State Officers; Positions Eliminated. Amend RSA 94:1-a, I(b) by deleting the following:

	 GG	 Department of corrections	 director, division of administration

	 GG	 Department of corrections	 director, professional standards

	 GG	 Department of corrections	 director of personnel and information

	 6 Department of Corrections; Assistant Commissioner. There is established within the department of cor-
rections a second unclassified position of assistant commissioner. The assistant commissioner shall be quali-
fied for the position by reason of education and experience, shall be appointed by the commissioner of the 
department of corrections, and shall serve at the pleasure of the commissioner. The salary of the assistant 
commissioners shall be as specified in RSA 94:1-a. The department shall fund the new assistant commissioner 
position with funding originally allocated to the professional standards director, position number 9U548, and 
the training development manager, position number 42283.

	 7 Department of Corrections; Chief Financial and Operating Officer. There is established within the de-
partment of corrections the unclassified position of chief financial and operating officer. The chief financial 
and operating officer shall replace the director of administration position, 9U113, located in accounting unit 
02-46-46-461510-8300. Upon completion of this action, position 9U113 shall be abolished to allow transition. 
The incumbent in the abolished position shall be offered the opportunity to transfer into the newly established 
chief financial and operating officer position.

	 8 Department of Corrections; Director of Operations and Project Management. There is established within 
the department of corrections the unclassified position of director of operations and project management. The 
director of operations and project management shall replace the director of personnel and information posi-
tion, 9U547, located in the accounting unit 02-46-46-461510-6528. Upon the completion of this action, position 
9U547 shall be abolished to allow transition. The incumbent in the abolished position shall be offered the 
opportunity to transfer into the newly established director of operations and project management position.

	 9 Department of Corrections; Communications and External Affairs. There is established within the depart-
ment of corrections the unclassified position of director of communications and external affairs. The director of 
communications and external affairs shall replace the administrator III position, 18467, located in accounting 
unit 02-46-46-461510-7101. Upon completion of this action, position 18467 shall be abolished to allow for the 
transition of this classified position into the unclassified system. The incumbent in the abolished classified 
position shall be offered the opportunity to transfer into the newly established director of communications and 
external affairs position. The salary of this position shall be determined after assessment and review of the 
appropriate temporary letter grade allocation in RSA 94:1-a, I(b) for the position, which shall be conducted 
pursuant to RSA 94:1-d and RSA 14:14-c.

	 10 Effective Date.

		  I. Section 1 of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.
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2025-3113s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill repeals the requirement for a memorandum of understanding between a chartered public school 
and school district regarding how students with disabilities will receive special education services.

	 This bill also updates the organizational structure of the department of corrections.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.

LIST OF RULE 6-25’S FOR THE DAY
Senator Fenton: HB 649
Senator Reardon: HB 649
Senator Reardon: HB 707

LIST OF IN FAVOR/OPPOSITION FORMS FOR THE DAY
Senator Prentiss: SB 88: In opposition to the Committee Amendment.
Senator Prentiss: HB 707: In opposition to the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Senator Rochefort: HB 707: In opposition to the Committee Amendment, and the motion of Ought to Pass 
with Amendment.

MOTION TO ADJOURN FROM EARLY SESSION
Senator Birdsell moved that the Senate adjourn from the Early Session, that the business of the Late Session 
be in order at the present time, that all bills and resolutions ordered to Third Reading be, by this resolution, 
read a third time, all titles be the same as adopted, and that they be passed at the present time.

Adopted. Adjournment from the Early Session.

LATE SESSION
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(The Chair recognized Senator Altschiller.)

SENATOR ALTSCHILLER: Thank you, Madam President. I request unanimous consent. What an honor 
to have our groundbreaking document here in the room with us. New Hampshire’s constitution here in the 
chamber and indeed, this is America’s first state constitution. And in Exeter, the home of the American Inde-
pendence Museum, we began the celebration of America’s 250th birthday on Monday night, January 5. When 
over three-hundred and fifty Granite Staters joined together at the historic Exeter Town Hall for a history 
lesson and analysis of these documents from the Honorable N. William Delker, an Associate Justice for the 
New Hampshire Superior Court and Constitutional Law Professor Lawrence Friedman. The American Inde-
pendence Museum is a Granite State treasure. I’d like to share a few words from the museum. Our indepen-
dence, our shared heritage of self-governance, of democracy, is not a static and dusty thing that happened 250 
years ago. It is not a thing foreordained or and forever promised. The struggle for independence only began 
with Washington and Jefferson and Adams, with merchants and minutemen, students and statesmen. That 
struggle and that story continued for generation after generation as America and Americans wrestled with 
forming a more perfect union and fulfilling the promise of “We the People”. Suffrage for women and the aboli-
tion of slavery. Two world wars against dictatorship and fascism. The clamoring of people around the world 
for the blessings of liberty. Independence is a work in progress. Work that continues today as each succeeding 
generation takes its turn preserving Democracy. The American Independence Museum honors and examines 
that ongoing work with festivals and special exhibits and civic engagement that looks back with pride but 
also forward with commitment to telling the whole story of our independence from its past to its future. The 
celebrations of this great American experiment have just begun. So I’m encouraging my colleagues to get your 
copy of New York Times best-selling author Colin Woodard’s book, Nations Apart, and also American Nations, 
for a state-wide book club discussion coming up in May. And please save the date. I’ll mention again at the 
end of the session, for a celebration of the American independence on the banks of the Exeter River from the 
end of June through the beginning of July. Thank you, Madam President.

(The Chair recognized Senator Ward.)
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SENATOR WARD: I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you for the overwhelming response to my 
husband’s death that just happened a couple of days ago. I’ve heard from so many of you, condolences, well 
wishes: “I’ll pray with you”, “I’ll take care of you”, “call me if you need me”, and it has been very comforting 
to know that I’m in such a good group of people. I really feel that I’m part of an extended family, and I want 
you to know how much I appreciate your concern. Thank you very much.

(The Chair recognized Senator Altschiller.)

SENATOR ALTSCHILLER: Thank you, Madam President. Yesterday while we were all here caucusing, a 
high school in my district was thrown into chaos. A staff member at the high school accidentally tripped the 
active shooter alarm and immediately, the ALICE protocol was enacted, and the Exeter Police Department 
mounted a large-scale response. No one was hurt but that is the comforting part of this. Following that when I 
got back from Concord, I had all kinds of messages and one particular one I’d like to share with my colleagues. 
When I first read it, I actually couldn’t read it all the way through, but I want to share this with you from 
Kaitlyn. This is from a mom. It was a false alarm, but when she called me, she did not know that. None of 
them did. My daughter was sitting in the lunchroom with friends when the ALICE alarm went off. She was 
just one of the first to notice and immediately grabbed her phone and told her friends to run, just as teach-
ers started yelling for people to get out. She ran through the woods, no coat, only a pair of clogs on her feet 
falling into the brush, her pants soaked with the melting snow. They got out onto a road, and she banged on 
the door of a stranger’s home, a group of kids forming behind her. The prospect of sheltering with strangers 
feeling safer than what she thought was happening at her school. And then she called me. “Mom there’s a 
school shooter. The alarms went off.” I was at the office 45 minutes away. “Wait, what?” I thought I heard her 
incorrectly. “The school alarm went off. The shooter alarm went off. I’m okay, I ran. I’m at someone’s house. 
I love you, Mom. Can you come get me?” Every part of my body felt like it was simultaneously shutting down 
and already running back towards her at the same time. “I’m on my way.” I walked out of my office and I just 
started to say, “I need help.” As my amazing colleagues jumped into action rearranging my client load as I 
muttered to myself, “She’s safe, she’s safe, she’s safe”. Like a mantra, like a prayer, like a reminder. And she 
was safe. They were all safe because it was a false alarm. A false alarm that for a bit felt very real for all of 
those kids and teachers. And it was easy for them to believe it was true that a school shooting was happen-
ing because that’s what we’re raising our children to believe. We train them to be ready for what feels like 
the inevitable. I want to thank Kaitlyn for sharing that. There’s more, but she ended with, “None of this is 
normal or okay.” And I want her and all of our constituents to know it’s not. And I hope that we can make 
some choices to make this okay for our students. Thank you, Madam President.

Without objection, all Personal Privileges and Unanimous Consent shall be entered into the permanent Jour-
nal of the Senate. (Rule 2-16 and Rule 2-17). Adopted.

LATE SESSION
Third Reading and Final Passage

HB 59-FN, relative to the assault of a firefighter, emergency medical care provider, or law enforcement officer.
HB 109-FN, relative to false reports to law enforcement.
HB 126, relative to prescriptions for certain controlled drugs.
HB 191-FN, providing criminal penalties for the transporting of an unemancipated minor in order to obtain 
a surgical procedure or a termination of the minor’s pregnancy without parental permission.
HB 221, enabling electric utilities to own, operate, and offer advanced nuclear resources, and relative to pur-
chased power agreements for electric distribution utilities and limitations on community customer generators.
HB 222, repealing the requirement for a memorandum of understanding between a chartered public school 
and school district regarding how students with disabilities will receive special education services and updat-
ing the organizational structure of the department of corrections.
HB 292, establishing a revolving loan fund for school districts.
HB 340-FN, relative to electioneering by public employees.
HB 451-FN, establishing the paint product stewardship program.
HB 480, relative to restoration of competency to stand trial for criminal defendants.
HB 481, relative to the state primary date.
HB 705, relative to health care cost transparency.
SB 56, relative to consolidating the New Hampshire health and education facilities authority within the 
business finance authority.
SB 88-FN, prohibiting state government entities from including specified terms related to labor organization 
agreements in construction related contracts and grants.
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SB 256-FN, establishing safety and care requirements for clinician-administered drugs.
SB 298-FN, relative to sober living house certification and operational standards.

MOTION TO RECESS TO CALL OF THE CHAIR
Senator Birdsell moved that the business of the day being completed, that the Senate recess to the Call of the 
Chair for the purposes of introducing legislation, referring bills to committee, scheduling hearings, sending 
and receiving messages, vacating bills, and processing enrolled bill reports and amendments and when we 
recess, we recess to the Call of the Chair.

Adopted. The Senate is in recess to the Call of the Chair.


