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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS
The committee on Enrolled Bills has examined and found correctly Enrolled the following entitled House 
and/or Senate Bills:

HB 72, extending the commission to study telehealth services.
HB 78, requiring a person to have a domicile in the district from which they serve as county commissioner.
HB 86-FN-LOCAL, increasing the cost of service for notice of civil forfeiture of unlicensed dogs to the rate 
for certified mail.
HB 153-FN, establishing a committee to study adding statewide resources to assist with the investigation, 
training, prosecution, and prompt response of animal cruelty.
HB 180, relative to critical incident stress management teams.
HB 193, relative to the maximum number of credits per course eligible for the dual and concurrent enroll-
ment program.
HB 236-FN, relative to the granting of retired status to certified public accountants.
HB 663, allowing the division of historic resources to expend moose plate funds to administer and fund grants.

Senator Avard moved adoption of the Report of Committee on Enrolled Bills. Adopted in recess.

April 28, 2025
2025-1767-EBA
06/09

Enrolled Bill Amendment to HB 370
The Committee on Enrolled Bills to which was referred HB 370

AN ACT	 reestablishing the commission to study the delivery of behavioral crisis services to individuals 
with mental illness with an impairment primarily due to intellectual disability.

	 Having considered the same, report the same with the following amendment, and the recommendation that 
the bill as amended ought to pass.

	 FOR THE COMMITTEE

Explanation to Enrolled Bill Amendment to HB 370

	 This enrolled bill amendment makes a grammatical correction to the bill.

Enrolled Bill Amendment to HB 370

Amend RSA 135-C:69, I(c), as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing line 2 with the following:

the division of behavioral health, one of whom is from the division of long term supports and services,

Senator Avard moved adoption of the Enrolled Bill Amendment. Adopted in recess.

April 28, 2025
2025-1786-EBA
05/06

Enrolled Bill Amendment to HB 513
The Committee on Enrolled Bills to which was referred HB 513

AN ACT	 allowing the department of transportation to execute a right-of-way use agreement, subject to 
Federal Highway Administration approval, for snowmobile operation along Interstate 89 in the 
town of Sutton, from N.H. Route 114, traveling south for one mile.

	 Having considered the same, report the same with the following amendment, and the recommendation that 
the bill as amended ought to pass.

	 FOR THE COMMITTEE

Explanation to Enrolled Bill Amendment to HB 513

	 This enrolled bill amendment makes a technical correction.

SENATE
JOURNAL  10 (continued)	 April 17, 2025
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Enrolled Bill Amendment to HB 513

Amend section 1 of the bill by replacing line 1 with the following:

	 1 Department of Transportation; Right-of-Use Agreement for Snowmobile Operation. The commissioner of 
the department of transportation may, subject to Federal Highway

Senator Avard moved adoption of the Enrolled Bill Amendment. Adopted in recess.

MOTION TO ADJOURN FROM LATE SESSION
Senator Birdsell moved that the Senate adjourn from the Late Session.

Adopted. Adjournment from the Late Session.

SENATE
JOURNAL 11	 May 1, 2025
Out of Recess. Call the Senate to Order.

Deputy President Pro Tempore Murphy presiding.

The Senate reconvened at 10:00 a.m., a quorum being present.

The Reverend Mark Warren, Chaplain to the Senate, offered the following prayer:

Let’s pray. Lord, we are here thinking about Senator Ricciardi as she’s not feeling well. We just pray that you 
are with her and that she is attended to well and that she heals up quickly and is back to full health. Lord, we’re 
also mindful as the drives in today, we saw the blooms of spring and the trees coming to life and we thank you 
for the gift of spring. It’s a reminder that you make all things new. As your word says in Isaiah, behold, I am 
doing a new thing. Now it springs forth. Do you not perceive it? As the earth awakens around us, I pray you 
would also awaken fresh purpose within each one of us and within the Senate. May the laws crafted here bring 
new life to the people of New Hampshire, removing burdens, breaking down barriers and protecting the free-
doms and opportunities that allow our families, our communities and our towns and our cities to prosper. Grant 
each Senator today with wisdom, unity of purpose and a heart to serve the common good. Let the work done 
here sow seeds of hope that will grow and flourish across our great state. I pray this in your Holy Name. Amen.

Senator Fenton led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Senator Abbas and Ricciardi are excused.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
(The Chair recognized Senator Reardon)

SENATOR REARDON: Thank you. I would like to introduce in the gallery here and welcome Sarah Burke 
Cohen, who we see every day here representing the New Hampshire Municipal Association. And with her is 
her daughter, a seventh grader at Rundlett Middle School here in Concord. And sitting in the gallery, as I 
did in seventh grade, possibly our future State Senator from District 15, Evelyn “Evie” Cohen.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE MURPHY: I have the honor of introducing my son, Aiden Murphy. 
The parade of Murphy’s continues. This is my second son. He attends middle school at Bedford-Lurgio. Please 
welcome him. He’s serving as a Senate page today.

And lastly, the pleasure of introducing Kristy Merrill. Kristy is our former Chief of Staff under Senator Morse. 
Please welcome her back.

FN REPORT FOR MAY 1, 2025
W/F	 Bill	 Title	 R/C	 Committee	 Full Name
Waive	 HB 494	 (New Title) relative to the math learning 	 Consent	 EDU	 Education
		  communities program.
Finance	HB 653	 establishing a pilot program within the 	 Consent	 EDU	 Education
		  department of education to implement alternatives 
		  to restraint and seclusion of students.



314	 SENATE  JOURNAL  1  MAY  2025

Waive	 HB 741	 allowing parents to send their children to any 	 Consent	 EDU	 Education
		  school district they choose.
Waive	 HB 753	 relative to expedited due process hearings to 	 Consent	 EDU	 Education
		  enforce special education rights.
Waive	 HB 754	 establishing automatic discovery in due process 	 Consent	 EDU	 Education
		  hearings for actions seeking to enforce special 
		  education rights.
Finance	HB 763	 relative to school emergency plans for sports 	 Consent	 EDU	 Education
		  related injuries.
Waive	 HB 723	 repealing the multi-use energy data platform.	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural 		
					     Resources
Waive	 HB 227	 relative to licensure for psychotherapy 	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments
		  activities or services. 			   and Administration
Waive	 HB 268	 relative to hearings before the board of 	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments
		  tax and land appeals.			   and Administration
Finance	HB 282	 increasing the maximum benefits for first 	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments
		  responders critically injured in the line of duty.			   and Administration
Finance	HB 509	 relative to the contents of the attorney general’s 	Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments
		  annual report detailing state forfeiture 			   and Administration
		  information for the preceding fiscal year.
Waive	 HB 538	 reallocating positions in the liquor commission.	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments
					     and Administration
Waive	 HB 552	 relative to coverage of children under the state 			   Executive Departments
		  retiree insurance plan.	 Consent	 EDA	 and Administration
Waive	 HB 731	 relative to supportive housing options for 	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human
		  individuals with developmental disabilities. 			   Services
Waive	 HB 59	 relative to the assault of a firefighter, 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary 
		  emergency  medical care provider, or law 
		  enforcement officer.
Waive	 HB 62	 relative to protection of persons from domestic 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary
		  violence and military protective orders.
Waive	 HB 109	 relative to false reports to law enforcement. 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary
Waive	 HB 146	 relative to the use of body-worn cameras.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary
Waive	 HB 195	 relative to the expectation of privacy in the 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary
		  collection and use of personal information.
Waive	 HB 218	 relative to providing victims of crime with a 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary
		  free police report of the investigation.
Waive	 HB 240	 (New Title) relative to nonpayment of dog 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary
		  licensing fees.
Waive	 HB 291	 (New Title) relative to the penalty for incorrect 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary
		  application of fertilizers.
Waive	 HB 405	 establishing a commission to study human 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary
		  trafficking within illicit massage businesses 
		  and relative to prostitution and related offenses.
Waive	 HB 468	 establishing the crime of and penalties for 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary
		  unlawful use of unmanned aircraft systems. 
Waive	 HB 482	 relative to the penalty for driving over 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary
		  100 miles per hour.
Waive	 HB 670	 (New Title) adjusting the minimum fine for 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary
		  attacks by nuisance dogs.
Waive	 HB 697	 relative to witness fees in criminal cases.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary
Waive	 HB 776	 relative to the crime of aggravated driving 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary
		  while intoxicated.
Waive	 HB 591	 expanding hours for keno gaming on weekends.	 Consent	 WM	 Ways and Means
Waive	 HB 647	 relative to the fee for a newborn lifetime 	 Consent	 WM	 Ways and Means
		  hunting and fishing license.
Finance	HB 658	 raising the cap on certain reimbursements from	 Consent	 WM	 Ways and Means
		  the oil discharge and disposal cleanup fund.
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Waive	 HB 76	 relative to tracking special education complaints.	Regular	 EDU	 Education
Waive	 HB 90	 relative to the definition of part-time teachers.	 Regular	 EDU	 Education
Waive	 HB 319	 (New Title) relative to the responsibility of local 	 Regular	 EDU	 Education
		  school districts to provide transportation for 
		  pupils in kindergarten.
Finance	HB 667	 (New Title) relative to health education and 	 Regular	 EDU	 Education
		  requiring the viewing of certain videos 
		  demonstrating gestational development from 
		  embryo to fetus through birth by public 
		  school students.
Waive	 HB 749	 (New Title) requiring instruction on communism 	 Regular	 EDU	 Education
		  in public high schools.
Waive	 HB 85	 relative to temporary licensure for student 	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments
		  respiratory therapists. 			   and Administration
Waive	 HB 214	 relative to the regulation of recreational 	 Regular	 EDA	 Executive Departments
		  therapists and respiratory care practitioners.			    and Administration
Waive	 HB 190	 relative to therapeutic cannabis possession limits.	 Regular	 JUD	 Judiciary
Waive	 HB 198	 relative to legalizing certain quantities of 
		  cannabis and establishing penalties for the 
		  smoking or vaping of cannabis in public.	 Regular	 JUD	 Judiciary
Waive	 HB 207	 relative to repealing the prohibition on the 	 Regular	 JUD	 Judiciary
		  possession or sale of blackjacks, slung shots, and 
		  metallic knuckles except by or to minors.
Waive	 HB 226	 relative to the use of drug checking equipment.	 Regular	 JUD	 Judiciary
Waive	 HB 380	 relative to penalties for criminal violations of 	 Regular	 JUD	 Judiciary
		  the therapeutic use of cannabis.
Waive	 HB 551	 repealing the license to sell pistols and revolvers.	 Regular	 JUD	 Judiciary
Finance	HB 451	 establishing the paint product stewardship 	 Regular	 WM	 Ways and Means
		  program.	
Without objection, the FN Report is adopted.

CONSENT CALENDAR REPORTS REMOVED
ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
HB 107, by Senator Avard

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
HB 331, by Senator Perkins-Kwoka
HB 445, by Senator Birdsell

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
HB 357, by Senator Murphy
HB 731, by Senator Rochefort

JUDICIARY
HB 468-FN, by Senator Birdsell
HB 482-FN, by Senator Birdsell
HB 776-FN, by Senator Birdsell

WAYS AND MEANS
HB 302, by Senator Rosenwald

SPECIAL ORDER
Without objection, the following bills are Special Ordered to Next Session. Adopted.

ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
HB 107, relative to political advertising printed in newspapers, periodicals, or billboards.

JUDICIARY
HB 207, relative to repealing the prohibition on the possession or sale of blackjacks, slung shots, and metallic 
knuckles.
HB 551-FN, repealing the license to sell pistols and revolvers.
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SPECIAL ORDER
Without objection, the following bills are Special Ordered to Thursday, May 15, 2025. Adopted.

EDUCATION
HB 90-FN, relative to the definition of part-time teachers.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
HB 85, relative to temporary licensure for student respiratory therapists.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
HB 731, relative to supportive housing options for individuals with developmental disabilities.

CONSENT CALENDAR
Senator Birdsell moved that the Consent Calendar, with the relevant amendments as printed in the day’s 
Calendar be adopted and that all such bills found Ought to Pass be ordered as follows:

FN bills not waived under Senate Rule 4-5, to the Committee on Finance; non-FN bills approved for referral 
to Finance by the day’s FN Report, to the Committee on Finance; and all other bills, to Third Reading.

EDUCATION
HB 68, making best interest placements within the same school district mandatory in the absence of a valid 
reason to deny the placement.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Sullivan for the committee.

HB 68 would require superintendents to approve student reassignment requests within the same school 
district unless a valid reason is provided. The bill also mandates that written explanations be given for 
denials and that failure to follow these procedures results in automatic approval of the request. The bill 
was re-referred back to committee in concurrence with the prime sponsor’s request to do so.

HB 108, relative to bullying and cyberbullying across multiple school districts.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

HB 108 clarifies that in cases of bullying or cyberbullying involving students across multiple school dis-
tricts, all affected districts must investigate and are encouraged to collaborate. The investigation must 
be initiated by the first district to become aware of the incident. If the incident spans multiple states, the 
first New Hampshire district to learn of it must notify the attorney general’s office.

HB 494-FN, relative to the math learning communities program.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Ward for the committee.

House Bill 494-FN establishes the Math Learning Communities program to support students struggling 
with math by offering courses that progress through Algebra 2 concepts. The program includes professional 
development for teachers and annual reporting on student outcomes. The Community College System of 
New Hampshire will administer the program in partnership with public high schools.

HB 653-FN, establishing a pilot program within the department of education to implement alternatives to 
restraint and seclusion of students.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Abbas for the committee.

HB 653-FN establishes a pilot program within the Department of Education to implement evidence-
based alternatives to the use of restraint and seclusion in schools. The program will provide training, 
technical assistance, and professional development to selected schools across various demographics and 
report outcomes over a defined period. The committee amendment simply removes any mention of specific 
evidence-based clearing houses.

Senate Education
April 16, 2025
2025-1625s
05/11

Amendment to HB 653-FN
Amend subparagraph I(b)(1) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

				    (1) Programs shall have a designation of “evidence-based” provided by a national clearinghouse 
used by the New Hampshire Children’s Behavioral Health Resource Center.
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HB 741-FN, allowing parents to send their children to any school district they choose.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 4-1. Senator Abbas for the committee.

House Bill 741-FN would establish a statewide open enrollment program, allowing parents to enroll their 
children in any public school in New Hampshire regardless of district residency. The bill outlines trans-
fer policies, prohibits discrimination in admissions, and shifts 80% of per-pupil funding to the receiving 
district. The committee voted to continue discussion on this legislation.

HB 753-FN, relative to expedited due process hearings to enforce special education rights.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Sullivan for the committee.

HB 753-FN would require that expedited due process hearings related to special education rights follow 
the same maximum timeline as regular due process hearings. The bill aims to clarify scheduling expecta-
tions and ensure consistency in hearing procedures.

HB 754-FN, establishing automatic discovery in due process hearings for actions seeking to enforce special 
education rights.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Ward for the committee.

HB 754-FN establishes automatic discovery requirements in special education due process hearings, man-
dating that school districts provide a standard set of core documents to the hearing officer and parents 
at least five business days prior to the pre-hearing conference. The bill aims to streamline proceedings 
while preserving the right to additional discovery.

HB 763-FN, relative to school emergency plans for sports related injuries.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

HB 763-FN updates emergency planning requirements for school sports-related injuries, mandating that 
schools maintain accessible and properly maintained AEDs at athletic venues and have staff trained in 
CPR on-site during school-sponsored sports activities. The bill appropriates $80,000 in each fiscal year of 
the biennium to help schools implement these cardiac emergency response plans. The committee amend-
ment adds the creation of a dedicated AED Fund, allowing the state to accept gifts, grants, and donations 
to support the procurement and distribution of AEDs to schools, ensuring ongoing financial support for 
emergency preparedness.

Senate Education
April 16, 2025
2025-1622s
11/05

Amendment to HB 763-FN
Amend the bill by inserting after section 1 the following and renumbering the original sections 2-3 to read 
as 4-5, respectively:

	 2 New Section; School Health Services; AED Fund. Amend RSA 200 by inserting after section 40-c the 
following new section:

	 200:40-d AED Fund. There is hereby established in the state treasury the automated external defibrillator 
(AED) fund. The nonlapsing fund shall be kept separate and distinct from all other funds and shall be con-
tinually appropriated to the department of safety, division of fire and standards and training and emergency 
medical services for the purposes of this section. The fund shall be used to provide financial support for the 
procurement and distribution of AEDs to schools in accordance with emergency plans for sports related injuries 
under RSA 200:40-c. The division may accept gifts, grants, donations, and other moneys for this purpose.

	 3 New Subparagraph; Application of Receipts; Dedicated Fund. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after 
subparagraph (399) the following new subparagraph:

				    (400) Moneys deposited in the AED fund under RSA 200:40-d.

2025-1622s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill further specifies requirements for emergency plans for sports related injuries and appropriates 
$80,000 each fiscal year of the biennium to the division of fire standards and training and emergency medical 
services to aid in funding and distributing AEDs to schools, in order that they may comply with requirements 
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for AEDs according to emergency plans for sports related injuries. The bill also establishes a dedicated fund 
administered by the division of fire standards and training and emergency medical services to assist schools 
in procuring AEDs.

ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
HB 124, enabling a municipal forest committee or conservation commission to offer surplus money to the 
municipality for deposit in the municipal unreserved fund balance.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Rochefort for the committee.

HB 124 allows town forest committees to transfer surplus funds to a municipality’s selectboard. This would 
give local governments more financial flexibility by allowing towns to address needs like infrastructure or 
public services without raising taxes. As written, the bill provides two separate bodies with the authority 
to distribute these funds. With that in mind, the committee felt that amending the language to use the 
broader term “expending authority” would be a more appropriate way to capture the bill’s intent. For these 
reasons, the Election Law and Municipal Affairs Committee recommends Ought to Pass with Amendment.

Senate Election Law and Municipal Affairs
April 22, 2025
2025-1707s
07/05

Amendment to HB 124
Amend RSA 31:113 as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

	 31:113 Appropriations Authorized. For the purposes of establishing or maintaining a city or town forest, 
a city or town may raise and appropriate such funds as it deems necessary. The proceeds from said forest 
shall be placed in a special forest maintenance fund and shall be allowed to accumulate from year to year, 
unless otherwise voted by the legislative body of such city or town. Notwithstanding RSA 31:95-b, if the 
fund expending authority determines that the special forest maintenance fund has a surplus, such 
committee or commission may, after a majority vote to do so, offer the surplus to the municipality 
for deposit in the unreserved fund balance. The legislative body of the municipality shall vote to 
accept the surplus for deposit.

HB 168, relative to including municipal public works facilities as eligible capital facilities for the assessment 
of impact fees.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Rochefort for the committee.

HB 168 allows municipalities to include public works facilities in impact fee assessments. Currently, 
municipalities are allowed to collect impact fees for several capital facilities. However, public works 
facilities are not one of those. This bill would add public works facilities to the statute, enabling towns 
to distribute the costs of development-driven infrastructure improvements fairly, ensuring new growth 
doesn’t overburden existing resources. For this reason, the Election Law and Municipal Affairs Commit-
tee recommends Ought to Pass.

HB 288, limiting how far in advance of an election an absentee ballot may be requested.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Gray for the committee.

HB 288 limits how far in advance an absentee ballot may be requested. The committee believes that a 
shorter request window helps town clerks manage ballot distribution more efficiently, thereby reducing 
administrative errors and costs associated with an extended request window. For these reasons, the Elec-
tion Law and Municipal Affairs Committee recommends Ought to Pass on HB 288.

HB 474, requiring a second witness at the counting of write-in votes.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Gray for the committee.

This bill requires a second person, who is another sworn-in election official, to count write-in votes. Add-
ing a second official ensures greater accountability, reduces the risk of mistakes, and builds public trust 
in the results. For these reasons, the Election Law and Municipal Affairs Committee recommends Ought 
to Pass on HB 474.

HB 554, relative to the placement of political advertising on municipal property.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-0. Senator Gray for the committee.

HB 554 enables and clarifies the instances when municipal property may be used for political signs in 
accordance with local and state laws, rules, and ordinances. The committee amendment replaces the 
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language of HB 554 with the language of SB 45, a similar bill passed by the Senate earlier this year. 
For these reasons, the Election Law and Municipal Affairs Committee recommends Ought to Pass with 
Amendment on HB 554.

Senate Election Law and Municipal Affairs
April 15, 2025
2025-1615s
08/11

Amendment to HB 554
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 clarifying the placement of advertising signs on state-owned property.

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 Placement and Removal of Political and Other Advertising. RSA 664:17 is repealed and reenacted to read 
as follows:

	 664:17 Placement and Removal of Political and Other Advertising.

		  I. No advertising, including but not limited to political advertising, shall be placed on or affixed to any 
private property without the owner’s consent. No advertising, including but not limited to political advertising, 
shall be placed on or affixed to any state-owned public property. This paragraph shall not apply to advertis-
ing that is placed on or affixed to state-owned rights-of-way with the consent of the owner of the land over 
which the right-of-way passes so long as the advertising does not obstruct the safe flow of traffic or violate 
any other applicable law.

		  II. All political advertising shall be removed by the candidate no later than the second Friday fol-
lowing the election unless the election is a primary and the advertising concerns a candidate who is a 
winner in the primary.

		  III. Signs shall not be placed on or affixed to utility poles or highway signs.

		  IV. No person shall remove, deface, or knowingly destroy any political advertising which is placed on or 
affixed to public property or any private property except for removal by the owner of the property, persons 
authorized by the owner of the property, or a law enforcement officer removing improper advertising.

		  V. Political advertising placed on or affixed to any public property may be removed by state, city, or town 
maintenance or law enforcement personnel.

		  VI. Political advertising removed prior to election day by state, city, or town maintenance or law enforce-
ment personnel shall be kept until one week after the election at a place designated by the state, city, or town 
so that the candidate, or a member of the candidate’s campaign or local political committee of the same party 
may retrieve the items.

2025-1615s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill clarifies the conditions under which political advertising may be placed on municipal property.

HB 569, relative to the establishment of county-wide communication districts.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Rochefort for the committee.

HB 569 allows counties to establish county-wide communications districts if they choose to do so. Cur-
rently, many of New Hampshire’s more rural counties are struggling with limited broadband access. This 
would enable counties to collaborate with municipalities and providers to tailor solutions to their specific 
county needs. For this reason, the Election Law and Municipal Affairs Committee recommends Ought to 
Pass on HB 569.

HB 626, directing the secretary of state to implement a vulnerability disclosure program for certain election 
systems.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Gray for the committee.

HB 626 would direct the Secretary of State to implement a vulnerability disclosure program for certain 
election systems and give the Cyber Security Committee oversight of that process. The bill would allow 
outside security researchers to assess New Hampshire’s voting systems to help identify potential vulner-
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abilities. The Committee amendment allows the Secretary of State to address any vulnerabilities that 
may be found before disclosing those vulnerabilities to the public. For these reasons, the Election Law 
and Municipal Affairs Committee recommends Ought to Pass with Amendment.

Senate Election Law and Municipal Affairs
April 22, 2025
2025-1696s
07/09

Amendment to HB 626
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Secretary of State; Chief Election Officer; Duty to Investigate System Vulnerabilities. Amend RSA 652:23 
to read as follows:

	 652:23 Chief Election Officer.

		  I. The secretary of state shall be the chief election officer for the state. The secretary of state shall provide 
information regarding voter registration procedures and absentee ballot procedures for all voters, including 
absent uniformed services voters, absent voters temporarily residing outside the United States, and federal 
ballot only voters domiciled outside the United States. Instructional and informational materials published 
by the secretary of state for clerks to provide such voters shall include information on how to communicate 
electronically with election officials.

		  II. Within 180 days of the effective date of this paragraph, the secretary of state shall implement 
and operate a public vulnerability disclosure program which substantially meets or exceeds the 
recommendations contained within the publication “Guide to Vulnerability Reporting for America’s 
Election Administrators” published by the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency of the 
United States Department of Homeland Security, to make it easier for security researchers and the 
general public to report security vulnerabilities appropriately. The secretary shall work with the 
cybersecurity advisory committee established in RSA 21-R:16.

	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

2025-1696s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill directs the secretary of state to implement a vulnerability disclosure program for certain election 
systems.

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
HB 250, enabling local governing bodies to regulate the muzzling of dogs.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 2-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

HB 250 enables local governments to adopt regulations concerning the muzzling of vicious dogs, in addi-
tion to licensing and restraining them. It clarifies that such regulations apply only to dogs owned or kept 
within the municipality and allows penalties up to $50 for violations. The bill also reallocates existing 
dog licensing fees, adjusting how fees are categorized based on the dog’s age and whether it is spayed or 
neutered. These updates aim to enhance local control and improve public safety.

Senate Energy and Natural Resources
April 22, 2025
2025-1697s
11/08

Amendment to HB 250
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 enabling local governing bodies to regulate the muzzling of dogs and increasing the fee to license 
certain dogs.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 City or Town Bylaws; Restraint of Dogs. Amend RSA 466:39 to read as follows:

	 466:39 City or Town Bylaws. The local governing body may make such additional bylaws and regulations 
concerning the licensing, muzzling of vicious dogs as defined in RSA 466:31, II(g), and restraining of 
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dogs as it deems reasonable, and may affix penalties not exceeding $50 for a breach thereof. Such bylaws 
and regulations shall relate only to dogs owned or kept in such city or town, and the annual fee required for 
a license shall in no case be more than $1 in addition to the sum hereby required.

	 2 Fees; Licensing of Dogs. Amend RSA 466:4, I(a) to read as follows:

		  I.(a) The fee for every license for a year or portion of a year shall be:

				    (1) [$4.50] $4.75 for dogs at least 4 months old but less than 7 months old which are not spayed or 
neutered and $4.50 for a neutered male or spayed female dog 7 months old or older; provided, however, that 
the owner or keeper of such spayed female dog or neutered male dog shall comply with the provisions of RSA 
466:1-a to the satisfaction of the clerk of the town or city in which such dog is owned or kept; or

				    (2) [$7] $7.25 for any unneutered male or unspayed female dog 7 months old or older.

	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2025-1697s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill enables local governing bodies to regulate the muzzling of dogs.

	 This bill also increases the licensing fee for certain dogs.

HB 272, exempting certain agricultural practices from municipal noise regulation.
Ought to Pass, Vote 3-0. Senator McConkey for the committee.

HB 272 exempts farms, agriculture, and farming activities from municipal and city noise ordinances in 
New Hampshire. The bill removes “quiet hours” language from existing statutes, making local noise regu-
lations unenforceable against agricultural practices as defined in RSA 21:34-a. However, this exemption 
does not apply to agritourism activities.

HB 355, relative to the membership of the solid waste working group.
Ought to Pass, Vote 3-0. Senator Rosenwald for the committee.

HB 355 updates the membership of New Hampshire’s solid waste working group and extends its report-
ing deadlines. The bill replaces the representative of the Northeast Recycling Council with one from the 
Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests. It also postpones the interim report deadline to 
November 1, 2026, and the final report to November 1, 2031. The repeal date of the working group is 
extended accordingly.

HB 723-FN, repealing the multi-use energy data platform.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 2-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

HB 723-FN repeals all statutes related to the creation and operation of New Hampshire’s multi-use en-
ergy data platform, which was intended to centralize energy data from electric and natural gas utilities. 
This repeal removes requirements for utilities to develop, maintain, and operate the platform. The bill is 
expected to result in an indeterminable decrease in expenditures for the state, counties, and municipali-
ties, as the platform’s development was projected to cost between $4.6 million and $7 million, with annual 
operating costs over $270,000.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
HB 55, relative to the Selective Service Compliance Act.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 4-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

HB 55 relocates the Selective Service Registration Awareness and Compliance Act from RSA chapter 
187-A to chapter 112. The bill also removes the state university’s requirement to enforce Selective Service 
registration.

HB 183, relative to reporting requirements for emergency medical services personnel.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 4-1. Senator Reardon for the committee.

HB 183 requires emergency medical services units and providers to submit incident reports to the Divi-
sion of Fire Standards and Training and Emergency Medical Services within seven days. The Committee 
felt that a seven-day period was too long to maintain the standard of care.

HB 210, establishing a commission to study the state flag and its history.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator McGough for the committee.
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HB 210 establishes a commission to study the state flag, its history, and vexillological principles to deter-
mine if the state flag should be redesigned. The majority of the Committee felt this was unnecessary and 
due to the language of the commission established would necessarily mandate a new State of NH flag, as 
opposed to a more unbiased examination of the current design and its tradition in the State. While some 
modifications or improvements to existing design may be preferred, the majority of the Committee felt a 
complete redesign would be ill-advised and rushed with the short timeframe defined in the bill.

HB 227-FN, relative to licensure for psychotherapy activities or services.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

HB 227-FN repeals the licensing exemption for psychotherapy activities or services of certain persons in 
the employ of a state, county, or municipal agency, other political subdivision, or duly chartered educa-
tional institution.

HB 248, relative to notice and update requirements regarding state employee investigations.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

HB 248 outlines procedures for handling the suspension of state employees by providing written notice 
and periodic updates. The committee amendment removes the requirement for periodic updates. It also 
defines certain terms including public at large, direct benefit, and special interest for purposes of legisla-
tive ethics and recusal requirements.

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
April 17, 2025
2025-1724s
05/09

Amendment to HB 248
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to notice requirements regarding state employee investigations and relative to legislative 
ethics requirements.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Section; Department of Administrative Services; Personnel; Suspension Notice and Investigation 
Updates. Amend RSA 21-I by inserting after section 42 the following new section:

	 21-I:42-a Suspension Notice and Investigation Updates. If any state employee is suspended with pay from 
duty, they shall receive written notice detailing the reasons for the suspension within 7 days of the suspen-
sion date. This section shall not apply to employees covered under collective bargaining agreements.

	 2 New Paragraph; Legislative Ethics Committee; Definition of Public at Large. Amend RSA 14-B:1 by 
inserting after paragraph III-b the following new paragraph:

		  III-c. “Public at large” means any reasonably large group of individuals or organizations that is similarly 
situated and likely to incur similar benefits or detriments as a result of legislation, including but not limited to, 
professions or occupations, owners of widely held forms of property, or participants in a commercial marketplace.

	 3 Legislative Ethics Committee; Definition of Special Interest. Amend RSA 14-B:1, V(a) to read as follows:

			   (a) A financial interest exists where a legislator or household member is an employee of, or receives 
compensation from, an individual or organization which could stand to gain or lose anything of mate-
rial value as a result of the official activity.

	 4 New Paragraph; Gifts, Honorariums, and Expense Reimbursement Requirements for Legislators and 
Legislative Employees; Definition of Direct Benefit. Amend RSA 14-C:2 by inserting after paragraph II the 
following new paragraph:

		  II-a. “Direct benefit” or “direct detriment” means a financial benefit that flows to the legislator or house-
hold member without any intervening action by an independent actor, consumer, or other instrumentality or 
action that is not under the control of the legislator or household member. A “direct benefit” or “direct detri-
ment” does not include a benefit or detriment that affects a marketplace or program in which the legislator 
or household member participates as a member of the public at large.

	 5 New Paragraph; Recusal for Conflicts of Interest; Definition of Organization. Amend RSA 14-C:4-a by 
inserting after paragraph II the following new paragraph:
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		  III. For the purposes of this section:

			   (a) The “organization” is the client and not the person, partnership, firm, or corporation acting as 
lobbyist.

			   (b) A person who registers as a lobbyist pursuant to RSA 15:1 does not exercise substantial influence 
over the affairs of the organization unless he or she also satisfies the test set forth in RSA 14-C:4-c through 
14-C:4-e.

	 6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 90 days after its passage.

2025-1724s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill:

	 I. Outlines procedures for handling the suspension of state employees by providing written notice.

	 II. Defines certain terms including public at large, direct benefit, and special interest for purposes of leg-
islative ethics and recusal requirements.

HB 268-FN, relative to hearings before the board of tax and land appeals.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

HB 268-FN codifies the Board of Tax and Land Appeals’ authority to hold hearings at its hearing room 
in Concord and allows parties to request that hearings be held electronically or telephonically. This bill 
further states that the hearings may be held in the hearing room in Concord in lieu of the county where 
the declaration was filed upon agreement of the parties of if the board determines that there is a lack of 
available space in the respective county courthouse.

HB 282-FN, increasing the maximum benefits for first responders critically injured in the line of duty.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

HB 282-FN increases the maximum total compensation paid to all claimants for first responder’s critical 
injury benefits from $500,000 to $1,000,000 per biennium. Funding for this benefit would be provided via 
a warrant from the governor, and would come out of the general fund.

HB 435, relative to the definition of professional engineer.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator McGough for the committee.

HB 435 clarifies that the “practice of engineering” for purposes of the regulation of professional engineers 
does not include any professional service or creative work performed in the fields of information technology, 
information security, electronics, digital systems, or computing. The committee heard testimony that this 
language would be disruptive and confusing to the profession and therefore finds it inexpedient to legislate.

HB 469, relative to membership of the public deposit investment pool advisory committee.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

HB 469 requires a member of the Municipal Managers Association of New Hampshire to sit on the Public 
Deposit Investment Pool Advisory Committee. The committee amendment restores the NH Bankers As-
sociation’s representation and adds a requirement that the contract to manage the pool be submitted to 
the Governor and Executive Council for approval.

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
April 16, 2025
2025-1633s
07/05

Amendment to HB 469
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to the operation of the public deposit investment pool and the membership of its committee.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 The State and Its Government; State Treasurer and State Accounts; Public Deposit Investment Pool. 
Amend RSA 6:45, II to read as follows:
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		  II. The public deposit investment pool shall be operated under contract with a private investment advi-
sor, approved by the state treasurer and advisory committee. The state treasurer and advisory committee 
shall [choose an investment advisor] evaluate investment advisors by requesting proposals from advisors 
and reviewing such proposals based on criteria established by the state treasurer[.] and advisory commit-
tee, subject to a competitive bidding process. Such contract shall be submitted to the governor and 
executive council for final approval.

	 2 New Subparagraph; State Treasurer and State Accounts; Public Deposit Investment Pool; Public Deposit 
Investment Pool Advisory Committee. Amend RSA 6:47, I by inserting after subparagraph (g) the following 
new subparagraph:

			   (h) One member appointed by the Municipal Managers Association of New Hampshire.

	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2025-1633s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill:

	 I. Requires the state treasurer and public deposit investment pool advisory committee to evaluate invest-
ment advisors by requesting proposals from advisors and reviewing such proposals based on criteria estab-
lished by the state treasurer and advisory committee.

	 II. Requires a member of the Municipal Managers Association of New Hampshire to sit on the public deposit 
investment pool advisory committee.

HB 470, relative to the use of general anesthesia, deep sedation, and moderate sedation in dental treatment.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 4-0. Senator McGough for the committee.

HB 470 modifies the rulemaking authority of the Board of Dental Examiners, including to allow dentists to 
administer moderate sedation to patients under the age of thirteen without a second anesthesia provider, 
provided they meet certain standards for doing so. Since this bill was introduced the Board of Dental 
Examiners has changed their rules setting specific competency parameters and a minimum number of 
cases per year (10) to maintain proficiency and permission to do these procedures, so the Committee felt 
it appropriate to see the effects of those new rules before taking final action on this legislation.

HB 509-FN, relative to the contents of the attorney general’s annual report detailing state forfeiture informa-
tion for the preceding fiscal year.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 4-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

HB 509-FN changes the requirements for the annual report from the attorney general concerning forfei-
tures of personal property. The Committee felt that this bill could have unintended expenses for the State.

HB 538-FN, reallocating positions in the liquor commission.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

HB 538-FN adds the Division of Finance and Audit as the fourth division of the Liquor Commission and 
adds the director of that division to the list of non-classified positions in statute. This bill also updates 
the title of “chief operating officer” to “director of administration” and removes “commissioner” from the 
statutory list of non-classified positions.

HB 552-FN, relative to coverage of children under the state retiree insurance plan.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

HB 552-FN removes the requirement that young adult children covered under a retired state employee’s 
insurance plan be full-time students. The premiums would be one hundred percent paid by the state 
employee insurance plan member.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
HB 679, relative to immunization requirements.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 4-1. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

This bill provides that no childhood immunization requirement shall require a vaccine that has not been 
shown in clinical trials to prevent transmission of any disease. Vaccines are tested in clinical trial for safety 
and efficacy, while prevention of transmission may be observed over time. Because this may impact the 
availability of new vaccinations and affect vaccines currently on the childhood schedule, the Committee 
does not feel it is best to move forward with this legislation.
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HB 705, relative to health care cost transparency.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Long for the committee.

This bill requires health plans to disclose specific pricing information regarding covered items and services. 
The bill is contingent upon finalization of federal guidance under Presidential Executive Order 14221. In 
anticipation of that federal guidance, the Committee feels it is best to re-refer this bill.

JUDICIARY
HB 59-FN, relative to the assault of a firefighter, emergency medical care provider, or law enforcement officer.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

House Bill 59-FN establishes felony-level offenses for assaults upon first responders and law enforcement 
officers, which may constitute prima facie evidence for detention. To knowingly cause serious bodily harm, 
or bodily harm upon first responders or law enforcement shall be first degree assault and second-degree as-
sault, respectively. The Committee recommends re-referral to contemplate impacts on bail and corrections.

HB 62-FN, relative to protection of persons from domestic violence and military protective orders.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Altschiller for the committee.

House Bill 62-FN closes a gap in RSA 173-B to permit people experiencing domestic violence who have 
sought the military protective orders, currently only enforceable on military installations, to admit said 
protective orders as evidence in civil domestic violence court proceedings. The bill further requires the 
adjutant general to provide victims of sexual assault or harassment within the National Guard financial 
assistance for travel expenses to participate in proceedings.

HB 109-FN, relative to false reports to law enforcement.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

House Bill 109-FN is written to enhance the criminality and associated penalties for knowingly false al-
legations of misconduct, or criminal conduct against law enforcement officers acting in their official duty. 
Under the bill, false claims shall constitute a misdemeanor, whereas false claims of criminal conduct shall 
constitute a class A misdemeanor. The Senate Judiciary Committee re-referred the bill to committee for 
further deliberation.

HB 146-FN, relative to the use of body-worn cameras.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

House Bill 146-FN sought to expand upon the circumstances in which retention of body worn camera 
footage is required. Under the bill, recordings related to violation level offenses would be subject to reten-
tion. The Senate Judiciary Committee does not recommend passage over concerns related to costs and 
burdens for municipal departments

HB 195-FN, relative to the expectation of privacy in the collection and use of personal information.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Abbas for the committee.

House Bill 195-FN establishes an expectation of privacy regarding personal information given to or held by 
third party services. Disclosure to, and or the opt-in consent of the pertinent individual would be required 
before information may be shared. The Senate Judiciary Committee does not recommend passage given 
concerns surrounding the impact upon law enforcement and their ability to investigate.

HB 218-FN, relative to providing victims of crime with a free police report of the investigation.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-0. Senator Altschiller for the committee.

House Bill 218-FN, as amended, provides victims of crimes with the right to request, and receive a free 
copy of the initial report filed by law enforcement, among other documents related to the case. Law En-
forcement shall have discretion toward the release of materials associated with an investigation based 
upon its status.

Senate Judiciary
April 23, 2025
2025-1711s
07/09

Amendment to HB 218-FN
Amend RSA 21-M:8-k, II(i) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
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			   (i) [The right to be informed] After the initial contact between a victim and a law enforcement 
agency responsible for investigating a crime, the agency shall promptly inform the victim about avail-
able resources, financial assistance, and social services[.], and the right of a victim to request a copy of the 
law enforcement report and other documents related to the case, including the right to receive a free 
copy of the initial incident report. The release of any documents associated with the investigation 
shall be at the discretion of the law enforcement agency based on the status of the case.

HB 240-FN-L, relative to nonpayment of dog licensing fees.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 3-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

House Bill 240-FN-L amends RSA 466:14, relative to warrants for the forfeiture of unlicensed dogs. Tradi-
tionally, an unlicensed dog shall be subject to a warranted forfeiture within 20 days of June 20th. HB 240 
sought to make the issue of a warrant optional for the municipality and is not recommended for passage 
by the Senate Judiciary Committee.

HB 291-FN, relative to the penalty for incorrect application of fertilizers.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Abbas for the committee.

House Bill 291-FN modified the penalties for the misapplication of fertilizers for initial and subsequent 
offenses. The Senate Judiciary Committee does not recommend passage given that a first offense shall 
be a written warning; Written warnings are not considered an offense when determining a subsequent 
offense, which presents concerns surrounding efficacy.

HB 405, establishing a commission to study human trafficking within illicit massage businesses and relative 
to prostitution and related offenses.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Altschiller for the committee.

House Bill 405-FN establishes a study commission to study human trafficking within illicit massage busi-
nesses. The commission shall study prior efforts to combat human trafficking conducted by illicit massage 
businesses, explore statewide interstate collaboration with best practices for supporting victims of human 
trafficking and additionally explore potential regulation and licensure, consumer protections and labor 
violations as well as community-based approaches for preventing illicit massage businesses from forming in 
the state. HB 405 additionally updates the state’s prostitution statute in cases where someone knowingly 
allows a place under their control to be used for acts of trafficking by raising the current misdemeanor 
penalty to a felony level offense.

HB 602, requiring certain offenders to participate in a victim impact program.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

House Bill 602-FN provides a definition and guidelines for a qualified online victim impact panel program 
to present stories of victims and offenders regarding alcohol, drugs, and impairment. Certain offenders 
will be required to participate in the course should they be convicted or enter a guilty plea.

HB 670-FN, adjusting the minimum fine for attacks by nuisance dogs.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

House Bill 670-FN increases the fines for menace and vicious dog offenses to $200 - $1000 dependent 
upon the severity or repetitiveness of the offense. Further, for vicious offenses, the owner of the dog in 
question shall be liable for all medical bills sustained by the attacked party.

Senate Judiciary
April 23, 2025
2025-1712s
08/06

Amendment to HB 670-FN
Amend RSA 466:31-a as inserted by section 1 of the bill by inserting after paragraph III the following new 
paragraph:

		  IV. Nothing in this section is intended to limit any civil recovery that an individual may claim 
under RSA 466:19, or as otherwise allowed by law.

HB 697-FN, relative to witness fees in criminal cases.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 4-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.
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HB 697-FN sought to provide mileage reimbursement for civilian witnesses in court proceedings 
when required to return to testify in the same proceeding. The Senate Judiciary Committee recom-
mends re-referral, given the unintended inclusion of additional compensation measures among other 
considerations.

WAYS AND MEANS
HB 163, relative to state funds.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Fenton for the committee.

This bill represents the results of a collaborative effort between the Joint Committee on Dedicated 
Funds, the State Treasurer, and the State Comptroller to update the structure of the dedicated funds 
list in RSA 6:12. The bill defines new categories of dedicated funds, restructures the placement of 
dedicated funds within the chapter, repeals outdated fund references, and clarifies certain categories 
of funds. These changes will make the list easier to maintain going forward as well as help with proper 
accounting. The committee amendment addresses a need from the Department of Military Affairs and 
Veterans Services by establishing a fund into which eligible agency income identified by the CFO may 
be deposited to supplement general funds provided to manage and operate armories and other national 
guard facilities.

Senate Ways and Means
April 16, 2025
2025-1631s
07/05

Amendment to HB 163
Amend RSA 6:12, I(b) as inserted by section 2 of the bill by inserting after subparagraph (402) the following 
new subparagraph:

				    (403) Moneys deposited into the New Hampshire armories or other national guard facilities fund 
established in RSA 110-B:32-b.

Amend the bill by inserting after section 9 the following and renumbering the original section 10 to read as 11:

	 10 New Section; Public Defense and Veterans’ Affairs; Department of Military Affairs and Veterans Ser-
vices; New Hampshire National Guard Training Center Funds. Amend RSA 110-B by inserting after section 
32-a the following new section:

	 110-B:32-b New Hampshire Armories or Other National Guard Facilities Fund. There is established a fund 
to be known as the New Hampshire armories or other national guard facilities fund, which shall exclude the 
New Hampshire national guard training center funds. The money in this fund shall be nonlapsing and shall 
be continually appropriated to the department of military affairs and veterans services. This fund shall be 
used to supplement general funds provided to manage and operate the facilities related to rentals other than 
federal program income. Agency income identified by the chief financial officer of the New Hampshire na-
tional guard as eligible for this fund shall be deposited into the fund. Funds may be released for their stated 
purpose at the discretion of the adjutant general.

2025-1631s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill:

	 I. Defines new categories of dedicated funds.

	 II. Restructures the placement of dedicated funds within the chapter.

	 III. Repeals outdated fund references and clarifies certain categories of funds.

	 IV. Establishes the New Hampshire armories or other national guard facilities fund in the department of 
military affairs and veterans services.

HB 591-FN, expanding hours for keno gaming on weekends.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Murphy for the committee.

HB591 as amended by the Senate Ways and Means Committee will expand the hours during which a 
licensee may operate keno games to align with the business’ hours of operation.
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Senate Ways and Means
April 16, 2025
2025-1628s
05/11

Amendment to HB 591-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to hours for keno gaming.

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 Operation of Keno Games. Amend RSA 284:47, I to read as follows:

		  I. A licensee may operate keno games at its business during the business’ hours of operation [between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 1 a.m].

2025-1628s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill expands permitted keno hours of operation.

HB 617, relative to the homestead right.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Sullivan for the committee.

HB 617 expands the homestead right for homeowners in New Hampshire by increasing the exemptions. 
The exemption is currently set at $120,000 for single individuals and $240,000 for a married couple. The 
committee heard testimony that the homestead exemption right has not been raised since 2015. This bill 
corrects the statute to align more closely with the average price of a dwelling. As amended by the com-
mittee, HB 617 would raise the homestead exemption for single individuals from $120,000 to $350,000. 
The amendment also adjusts certain language in the bill in order to be more inclusive of those who jointly 
own a home but are not married by increasing the homestead exemption for all persons with an interest 
therein from $240,000 to $500,000.

Senate Ways and Means
April 23, 2025
2025-1727s
09/05

Amendment to HB 617
Amend RSA 480:1, I as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  I. Every person is entitled to [$120,000] $350,000 worth of his or her homestead, or of his or her interest 
therein, as a homestead. The homestead right created by this chapter shall exist in manufactured housing, as 
defined by RSA 674:31, which is owned and occupied as a dwelling by the same person but shall not exist in the 
land upon which the manufactured housing is situated if that land is not also owned by the owner of the manu-
factured housing. The homestead right shall also apply to the person’s ownership interest in any mobile 
home, housing cooperative, and condominium, so long as the property is occupied as a dwelling.

Amend RSA 480:1, III as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  III. Notwithstanding paragraph I, homestead exemptions, totaling not more than $500,000, 
may be held or claimed, or $350,000 for a single person under this section.

Amend the bill by replacing section 3 with the following:

	 3 Levy of Executions on Real Estate; Notice of Homestead Exemption. Amend RSA 529:20-a to read as follows:

	 529:20-a Notice of Homestead Exemption. Along with the notice required under RSA 529:20, the party in 
whose name the execution has issued shall provide to any person who resides or appears to reside on the real 
estate to be sold, the following notice by certified mail:

NOTICE

IF YOU OR YOUR SPOUSE OWNS AND RESIDES IN THIS PROPERTY, YOU AND/OR YOUR SPOUSE 
MAY BE ENTITLED TO A HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO RSA 480:1. THIS EXEMPTS 
[$120,000] $350,000 FOR A SINGLE PERSON AND [$240,000] $500,000 FOR [A MARRIED COUPLE] 
ALL PERSONS WITH AN INTEREST THEREIN.
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IN ORDER TO CLAIM THIS EXEMPTION, YOU MUST NOTIFY THE SHERIFF OF THE COUNTY IN 
WHICH THE REAL ESTATE IS SITUATED AND THE JUDGMENT CREDITOR OF THE AMOUNT OF 
YOUR HOMESTEAD CLAIM IN WRITING. IF YOU DO SO BEFORE THE SALE, THE SHERIFF MUST 
PAY YOU THE AMOUNT OF YOUR HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION BEFORE PAYING THE JUDGMENT 
CREDITOR FROM THE PROCEEDS OF THE SALE. IF, HOWEVER, THE JUDGMENT CREDITOR FILES 
A MOTION IN COURT CHALLENGING YOUR ENTITLEMENT TO OR THE AMOUNT OF THE HOME-
STEAD EXEMPTION, THE SHERIFF SHALL NOT DISTRIBUTE THE PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE 
UNTIL FURTHER ORDER OF THE COURT.

IF YOU DO NOT NOTIFY THE SHERIFF AND THE CREDITOR OF YOUR EXEMPTION UNTIL AFTER 
THE SALE, THE CREDITOR NEED NOT PAY YOU THE AMOUNT OF YOUR HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION 
UNTIL THE EXPIRATION OF THE ONE-YEAR PERIOD DURING WHICH YOU MAY REDEEM THE 
PROPERTY PURSUANT TO RSA 529:26.

IF THE SHERIFF RECEIVES YOUR NOTICE OF HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION PRIOR TO THE SALE, 
THE SHERIFF MAY NOT SELL THE PROPERTY FOR LESS THAN THE AMOUNT OF THE CLAIMED 
HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION WITHOUT FURTHER ORDER OF THE COURT.

2025-1727s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill modifies the amount of the homestead right and adds additional exemptions for its usage.

HB 647-FN, relative to the fee for a newborn lifetime hunting and fishing license.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Rosenwald for the committee.

HB647 will allow the Director of the Fish and Game Commission to set the rate for lifetime hunting and 
fishing licenses for newborns through the administrative rulemaking process. The fee is currently set in 
statute; however, this change will allow the Director to set the fee based on actuarial analysis of the value.

HB 658-FN, raising the cap on certain reimbursements from the oil discharge and disposal cleanup fund.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Lang for the committee.

HB658-FN was requested by the Oil Fund Disbursement Board. The bill reauthorizes the collection of 
oil import license fees as established in RSA 146-A, adjusts the fee amounts, and increases the monetary 
reimbursement limit available to low-income homeowners to upgrade substandard home heating oil tanks. 
The committee amendment changes the effective dates, resulting in the continued collection of the oil im-
port fees at current rates for six months. This will allow sufficient time to implement a new fee structure.

Senate Ways and Means
April 17, 2025
2025-1642s
08/05

Amendment to HB 658-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 6 with the following:

	 6 Effective Date.

		  I. Section 3 of this act shall take effect on January 1, 2026.

		  II. Section 4 of this act shall take effect at 12:01 a.m. on July 1, 2035.

		  III. The remainder of this act shall take effect June 30, 2025.

HB 737-L, creating local options for games of chance.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Lang for the committee.

HB737 gives local municipalities an option to vote to prohibit the operation of games of chance within 
their boundaries upon receipt of a petition signed by at least 25 registered voters. The Ways and Means 
committee amendment does several things. First, it allows the legislative body of a city to vote to put the 
question of whether or not to allow the operation of games of chance within that city on the ballot. The 
question can also be placed on a ballot in a city upon receipt of a petition signed by at least 5% of registered 
voters. Second, beginning on January 1, 2027, Keno will automatically be permitted unless a municipal-
ity votes to prohibit it between now and that date. Third, the amendment makes changes to charitable 
gaming licensing fees and reporting requirements as requested by the Lottery Commission to eliminate 



330	 SENATE  JOURNAL  1  MAY  2025

confusion that arose after the law regarding licenses for games of chance operators was changed in 2023 
to a 3-year license. The law, however, still required a yearly attestation and that created confusion. This 
will remove the yearly attestation filing, making it a true 3-year license.

Senate Ways and Means
April 16, 2025
2025-1638s
11/08

Amendment to HB 737-LOCAL
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 creating local options for games of chance, authorizing keno throughout the state, and changing 
charitable gaming license fees and reporting requirements.

Amend RSA 287-D:32, I(a) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

			   (a) In a town, the question shall be placed on the warrant of an annual town meeting under the pro-
cedures set out in RSA 39:3, and shall be voted on a ballot. In a city, the legislative body may vote to place 
the question on the official ballot for any regular municipal election, or, in the alternative, shall place the 
question on the official ballot for any regular municipal election upon submission to the legislative body of a 
petition signed by 5 percent of the registered voters.

Amend RSA 287-D:32, I(d) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

			   (d) In municipalities where games of chance are currently operating, the wording of the question shall 
be substantially as follows: “Shall we prohibit additional games of chance operations with a physical facility 
within the town or city?”

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:

	 2 Keno; Administration and Enforcement. Amend RSA 284:42 to read as follows:

	 284:42 Administration and Enforcement. The lottery commission shall administer and enforce this subdivi-
sion [in any town or city that has voted to allow such gaming].

	 3 Keno; License Applications. Amend RSA 284:45, VI(a)(10) and (b) to read as follows:

				    (10) A lottery retailer licensed pursuant to RSA 284:21-h, if the city, town or unincorporated place 
where the retailer is located has not voted pursuant to RSA 284:51, to [allow] prohibit the sale of keno. 
Lottery retailers licensed to sell keno under this subparagraph shall not display keno on an active screen at 
the retailer.

			   (b) Document that the keno games will only be operated in towns and cities that have not voted to 
[allow] prohibit the operation of keno games pursuant to RSA 284:51.

	 4 Keno; Local Option. RSA 284:51 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

		  I. Any town or city may prohibit the operation of keno games according to the provisions of this subdivi-
sion, in the following manner:

			   (a) In a town, the question shall be placed on the warrant of an annual town meeting under the pro-
cedures set out in RSA 39:3, and shall be voted on a ballot. In a city, the legislative body may vote to place 
the question on the official ballot for any regular municipal election, or, in the alternative, shall place the 
question on the official ballot for any regular municipal election upon submission to the legislative body of a 
petition signed by 5 percent of the registered voters.

			   (b) The selectmen, aldermen, or city council shall hold a public hearing on the question at least 15 
days but not more than 30 days before the question is to be voted on. Notice of the hearing shall be posted 
in at least 2 public places in the municipality and published in a newspaper of general circulation at least 7 
days before the hearing.

			   (c) The wording of the question shall be substantially as follows: “Shall we prohibit the operation of 
keno games within the town or city?”

		  II. If a majority of those voting on the question vote “Yes,” keno games shall not be operated within the 
town or city.
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		  III. If the question is not approved, the question may later be voted upon according to the provisions of 
paragraph II at the next annual town meeting or regular municipal election.

		  IV. A municipality that has voted to prohibit the operation of keno games may consider rescinding its 
action in the manner described in paragraph II of this section.

		  V. An unincorporated place may prohibit the operation of keno games by majority vote of the county 
delegation, after a public hearing is held.

		  VI. The lottery commission shall maintain a list of municipalities where keno is prohibited.

	 5 New Section; Operation Permitted. Amend RSA 284 by inserting after section 51 the following new section:

	 284:51-a Operation Permitted. A licensee shall be permitted to operate keno games at its business pursu-
ant to this subdivision, provided that no license shall be issued to an entity operating within a municipality 
which has voted to prohibit keno pursuant to RSA 284:51.

	 6 Facilities License Application; Specific Requirements. Amend RSA 287-D:7, III to read as follows:

		  III. Licenses shall expire 3 years after being issued[, provided that the licensee shall annually file with 
the commission a statement disclosing any changes to the information required in the license application no 
later than December 31 of each year]. The licensee shall immediately notify the commission in the event the 
licensee is subject to arrest or conviction of any criminal offense.

	 7 Game Operator Employer License Application; Specific Requirements. Amend RSA 287-D:8, VI to read 
as follows:

		  VI. Licenses shall expire 3 years after being issued[, provided that the licensee shall annually file with 
the commission a statement disclosing any changes to the information required in the license application no 
later than December 31 of each year]. The licensee shall immediately notify the commission in the event the 
licensee is subject to arrest or conviction of any criminal offense.

	 8 Primary Game Operator License Application; Specific Requirements. Amend RSA 287-D:9, VI to read as 
follows:

		  VI. The primary game operator license shall expire [on the last day of the month of the licensee’s birth-
day] 3 years after it is issued[, provided that the licensee shall annually file with the commission a statement 
disclosing any changes to the information required in paragraph I with the commission no later than the last 
day of the month of licensee’s birthday]. The licensee shall immediately notify the commission in the event 
the licensee is subject to arrest or conviction of any criminal offense.

	 9 Secondary Game Operator License Application; Specific Requirements. Amend RSA 287-D:10, III to read 
as follows:

		  III. A secondary game operator license shall expire [on the last day of the month of the licensee’s birth-
day] 3 years after it is issued[, provided that the licensee shall annually file with the commission a statement 
disclosing any changes to the information required in paragraph II with the commission no later than the 
last day of the month of the licensee’s birthday]. The licensee shall immediately notify the commission in the 
event the licensee is subject to arrest or conviction for any criminal offense.

	 10 License Fees. Amend RSA 287-D:13, II-V to read as follows:

		  II. A facility license shall be [$250 per year] $750 per 3-year license period.

		  III. A game operator employer license shall be [$750 per year] $2,250 per 3-year license period.

		  IV. A primary game operator license shall be [$100 per year, to be paid with the application the first 
year and paid in the subsequent 2 years with the filing of the annual notice of changes form required under 
RSA 287-D:9, VI] $300 per 3-year license period.

		  V. A secondary game operator license shall be [$30 per year, to be paid with the application the first 
year and paid in the subsequent 2 years with the filing of the annual notice of changes form required under 
RSA 287-D:10, III] $90 per 3-year license period.

	 11 Effective Date.

		  I. Sections 2, 3, and 5 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2027.

		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect July 1, 2025.
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2025-1638s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill:

	 I. Gives municipalities a local option to vote to prohibit the operation of games of chance within their 
boundaries.

	 II. Automatically permits Keno unless a municipality votes to prohibit it, giving local governments the 
option to ban games of chance within their boundaries.

	 III. Makes changes to charitable gaming licensing fees and reporting requirements.

The question is on the adoption of the Consent Calendar. Adopted.

REGULAR CALENDAR
EDUCATION
HB 76-FN, relative to tracking special education complaints.
Ought to Pass, Vote 3-1. Senator Sullivan for the committee.

Senator Prentiss offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Prentiss, Dist 5
May 1, 2025
2025-1859s
02/06

Floor Amendment to HB 76-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 New Section; Special Education State Complaints and Findings; Complaint Tracking. Amend RSA 186-C 
by inserting after section 5 the following new section:

	 186-C:5-a Special Education State Complaints and Findings; Complaint Tracking.

		  I. The department shall establish and maintain an internal tracking system for all state complaints 
related to special education services. The tracking system shall include, but not be limited to, the following 
information:

			   (a) The date the complaint was filed.

			   (b) The complainant’s contact information.

			   (c) The respondent’s information, including the name of the public school involved in the complaint.

			   (d) The name of any law firm representing the school district in the complaint.

			   (e) A summary of the allegations.

			   (f) Key dates relevant to the complaint process, including acknowledgment, response, investigation, 
and resolution.

			   (g) Status updates throughout the investigation process.

			   (h) The outcome of the complaint, including findings of fact and any corrective actions required.

		  II. The department shall make available summaries of all state complaints and their outcomes on the 
department’s website within 30 days of the issuance of the final decision on the complaint to the complainant. 
The department shall redact all personally identifiable information (PII) related to students and complain-
ants to ensure compliance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and other state or 
federal privacy laws. The information shall be limited to:

			   (a) The dates the complaint was filed.

			   (b) A summary of the complaint.

			   (c) The determinations of fact and conclusions reached by the department.

			   (d) Any corrective actions required or taken by the respondent.
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		  III. The department shall publish an annual report by July 1st each year beginning in 2026. The annual 
report shall be made publicly available on the department’s website and provided to the office of special educa-
tion advocate, state advisory council on the education of children with disabilities, and the chair of the house 
and senate education committees. The annual report shall summarize the state complaint data, including:

			   (a) The total number of state complaints filed in the previous calendar year.

			   (b) The number of complaints resolved, with details on the nature of the resolutions as limited by 
paragraph II.

			   (c) An analysis of patterns or systemic issues identified through the complaints.

			   (d) The actions taken by the department to address any identified systemic issues.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Failed.

Recess. Out of recess.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

HB 319-FN, relative to the responsibility of local school districts to provide transportation for pupils in kin-
dergarten.
Ought to Pass, Vote 3-1. Senator Ward for the committee.

Recess. Out of recess.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass.

A roll call was requested by Senator Perkins Kwoka, seconded by Senator Fenton.

The following Senators voted Yes: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, McGough, Avard, Pearl, 
Sullivan, Birdsell, Gannon, Murphy.

The following Senators voted No: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Long, Perkins Kwoka, 
Altschiller.

The following Senators were excused: Ricciardi, Carson, Abbas.

Roll Call, Yeas: 13 - Nays: 8. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

HB 440, relative to educator licensing.
Ought to Pass, Vote 3-1. Senator Ward for the committee.

Recess. Out of recess.

President Carson presiding.

Senator Prentiss offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Prentiss, Dist 5
April 9, 2025
2025-1860s
06/08

Floor Amendment to HB 440
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 Rules; Scores Required for Education License Eligibility. Amend RSA 186:11, X(a) to read as follows:

			   (a) Certification of teachers, supervisors, and administrators in the public schools. The state board 
shall also examine the qualifications of candidates for those positions and issue certificates to those who 
meet the requirements of said rules. Such rules shall require all candidates seeking an initial New 
Hampshire license for administrator, teacher, instructional specialist or educational specialist 
to obtain passing scores on professional education assessments as determined by the state board 
of education. This requirement shall also apply to the teaching staff of a chartered public school 
pursuant to RSA 194-B:14, IV. Career and technical education teachers may be exempt from this 
requirement if they pass the basic academic skills testing or an industry recognized credential.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Failed.
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The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

HB 571, including Constitution Day in patriotic exercises required of public schools.
Ought to Pass, Vote 3-1. Senator Ward for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

HB 667-FN, relative to health education and requiring the viewing of certain videos demonstrating gestational 
development from embryo to fetus through birth by public school students.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 3-1. Senator Sullivan for the committee.

Senate Education
April 24, 2025
2025-1737s
05/08

Amendment to HB 667-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to health education and requiring the viewing of certain videos demonstrating gestational 
development.

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 New Paragraph; Studies; Health Curriculum. Amend RSA 189:10 by inserting after paragraph II the 
following new paragraph:

		  II-a. The health curriculum shall include age appropriate and medically accurate sexuality education 
including the presentation of a high quality computer generated animation or ultrasound video that shows 
the development of the heart, brain, and other vital organs in early fetal development.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to the 
Committee on Finance (Rule 4-5).

HB 749-FN, requiring instruction on communism in public high schools.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 3-2. Senator Altschiller for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate. Adopted.

ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
HB 230-L, relative to the adoption of public health ordinances by municipalities.
Ought to Pass, Vote 3-2. Senator Gray for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
HB 214-FN, relative to the regulation of recreational therapists and respiratory care practitioners.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator McGough for the committee.

Senator Pearl offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Pearl, Dist 17
April 29, 2025
2025-1794s
09/05

Floor Amendment to HB 214-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to the regulation of recreational therapists and respiratory care practitioners and relative 
to delaying the effective dates of various new procedures for criminal history records checks.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 3 with the following:

	 4 New Sections; Respiratory Care Practice; Criminal History Record Checks and Privileged Communica-
tions. Amend RSA 326-E by inserting after section 11 the following new sections:
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	 326-E:12 Criminal History Record Checks.

		  I. The office of professional licensure and certification shall require from applicants for initial licensure 
or certification, reinstatement of licensure or certification, or conditional licensure or certification a criminal 
history record release form, as provided by the New Hampshire division of state police which authorizes 
the release of his or her criminal history record, if any, to the executive director of the office of professional 
licensure and certification or its designee within the office of professional licensure and certification. For the 
purposes of this section, a designee may be the office’s agency counsel, administrative law judge, director of 
licensing and board administration, licensing service representative, or board administrator.

		  II. The applicant shall submit with the release form a complete set of fingerprints taken by a qualified 
law enforcement agency, an authorized employee of the office of professional licensure and certification, or an 
authorized employee of the department of safety. In the event that the first set of fingerprints is invalid due 
to insufficient pattern, a second set of fingerprints shall be necessary in order to complete the criminal history 
records check. If, after 2 attempts, a set of fingerprints is invalid due to insufficient pattern, the office of profes-
sional licensure and certification may, in lieu of the criminal history records check, accept police clearances.

		  III. The office of professional licensure and certification shall submit the criminal history records release form 
and fingerprint form to the division of state police which shall conduct a criminal history records check through 
its records and through the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Upon completion of the records check, the division of 
state police shall release copies of the criminal history records to the executive director of the office of professional 
licensure and certification or its designee within the office of professional licensure and certification.

		  IV. The executive director of the office of professional licensure and certification or its designee within the 
office of professional licensure and certification shall review the criminal record information prior to making 
a decision on licensure or certification, and shall maintain the confidentiality of all criminal history records 
received pursuant to this section.

		  V. The applicant shall bear the cost of all criminal history record checks.

		  VI. The office of professional licensure and certification shall accept military security clearance for an in-
dividual actively serving in any component of the Department of Defense in lieu of criminal background checks.

		  VII. Pending the results of a criminal history record check, an applicant for licensure may be employed in 
a profession of the respiratory care field on a conditional basis for up to 90 calendar days before the executive 
director of the office of professional licensure and certification or its designee within the office of professional 
licensure and certification receives the results of a criminal history record check required for licensure, if the 
conditional employee:

			   (a) Is under the direct supervision of a licensee;

			   (b) Has provided a written attestation to the employer and the office that no disqualifying criminal 
history exists; and

			   (c) The respiratory care practitioners board is not a member of an interstate licensure compact.

	 326-E:13 Privileged Communications.

	 The confidential communications between licensed respiratory care practitioners and their clients or patients 
is placed on the same legal basis as those between physician and patient, and except as otherwise provided by 
law, no respiratory care practitioner shall be required to disclose such privileged communications. Confidential 
communications between a patient or client and any person working under the supervision of such practitioner 
that are customary and necessary for diagnosis and treatment are privileged to the same extent as though those 
communications were with the supervising licensed practitioner. This section shall not apply to investigations 
and hearings conducted by the office or by any other agency regulating health professions in the state.

	 5 Criminal History Records Check; Effective Date Delay. Amend 2024, 366:30 to read as follows:

	 366:30 Contingency. If SB 371 of the 2024 regular legislative session becomes law, section 19 of this act 
shall not take effect and section 29 of this act shall take effect [June 20, 2025] July 1, 2026. If SB 371 of 
the regular legislative session does not become law, section 19 of this bill shall take effect June 30, 2025 and 
section 29 of this act shall not take effect.

	 6 Criminal History Record Checks; Effective Date Delay. Amend 2024, 366:31, I to read as follows:

		  I. Section 2 through 7, 9, 10, 19, and 23 [18 and 20 through 23] of this act shall take effect on June 30, 2025.
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		  I-a. Sections 20 and 21 of this act shall take effect June 30, 2026.

	 	 I-b. Sections 8, 11, 12 through 18, and 22 of this act shall take effect July 1, 2026.

	 7 Effective Date.

		  I. Sections 1 and 3 of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

		  II. Sections 2 and 4 of this act shall take effect July 1, 2026.

		  III. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

2025-1794s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill clarifies the rulemaking authority of the executive director of the office of professional licensure 
and certification (OPLC) with regards to the regulation of recreational therapists and respiratory care prac-
titioners and adds sections relating to criminal history records checks and privileged communications to the 
chapters on the regulation of recreational therapists and respiratory care practitioners to be more consistent 
with other OPLC-related chapters. This bill further delays the effective date of the change in procedures for 
criminal history records checks for various professions.

	 This bill is at the request of the OPLC.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.

Recess. Out of recess.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
SENATOR ROSENWALD: Thank you Madame President. I’ve been wanting to do this all session. I think 
it’s about time we had a baby on this Senate floor. This is my granddaughter, Tully Sorenson, whose mother 
is in the house representing Portsmouth Ward 2, and her uncle who some of you know, Henry, was hanging 
around with her outside and didn’t want to come in because he’s not dressed appropriately. But this is Tully, 
she comes here on session days and please help me welcome her to the Senate.

SENATOR CARSON: If you would indulge me for a second, I think we’ve got kind of a little competition 
started today. As you know, in June is Father’s Day, and our good friend from District 10 has got a challenge, 
I think, going. He’s wearing his “Number One Dad” socks today. So for all of the gentlemen in the chamber, 
let’s see what happens. I would also like to make the request for the gentlemen in the chamber. If you would 
like to take your suit coats off, please feel free to do so, it is getting a little warm in here.

SPECIAL ORDER
Without objection, the following bills are Special Ordered to Thursday, May 8, 2025. Adopted.

JUDICIARY
HB 190-FN, relative to therapeutic cannabis possession limits.
HB 380, relative to penalties for criminal violations of the therapeutic use of cannabis.

REGULAR CALENDAR
JUDICIARY
HB 198-FN, relative to legalizing certain quantities of cannabis and establishing penalties for the smoking 
or vaping of cannabis in public.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 3-2. Senator Abbas for the committee.

Senator Gannon moved to Lay on the Table.

A roll call was requested by Senator Altschiller, seconded by Senator Rosenwald.

The following Senators voted Yes: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, McGough, Avard, Pearl, 
Birdsell, Gannon, Carson.

The following Senators voted No: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Murphy, Sullivan, Long, 
Perkins Kwoka, Altschiller.
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The following Senators were excused: Ricciardi, Abbas.

Roll Call, Yeas: 12 - Nays: 10. Adopted.

HB 226-FN, relative to the use of drug checking equipment.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 3-2. Senator Gannon for the committee.

Senator Gannon moved to Lay on the Table.

A roll call was requested by Senator Altschiller, seconded by Senator Rosenwald.

The following Senators voted Yes: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, McGough, Avard, Murphy, 
Pearl, Sullivan, Birdsell, Gannon, Carson.

The following Senators voted No: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Long, Perkins Kwoka, 
Altschiller.

The following Senators were excused: Ricciardi, Abbas.

Roll Call, Yeas: 14 - Nays: 8. Adopted.

WAYS AND MEANS
HB 451-FN, establishing the paint product stewardship program.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 4-1. Senator Lang for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Re-refer to Committee. Adopted.

CONSENT CALENDAR REPORTS REMOVED
PRESIDENT CARSON: We are at the conclusion of the Regular Calendar and will take up the bills that were 
removed from the Consent Calendar.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
HB 331, relative to the secretary of state’s procedures for enrolled bills.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate. Adopted.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
PRESIDENT CARSON: We have, up in the gallery, Representative Kim Rice, who’s joining us for some time 
this afternoon. Please join me in welcoming her.

HB 445, establishing a study commission to examine the causes of and ways to alleviate the shortage of law 
enforcement officers in New Hampshire.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

Senator Gannon moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
HB 357, relative to the department of health and human services’ rulemaking authority regarding immuni-
zation requirements.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Birdsell for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate. Adopted.

JUDICIARY
HB 468-FN, establishing the crime of and penalties for unlawful use of unmanned aircraft systems.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Altschiller for the committee.

Senator Birdsell moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

HB 482-FN, relative to the penalty for driving over 100 miles per hour.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

Senator Gannon moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

HB 776-FN, relative to the crime of aggravated driving while intoxicated.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

Senator Gannon moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.
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WAYS AND MEANS
HB 302, relative to enabling the state treasury to invest in precious metals and digital assets.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-1. Senator Lang for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

LIST OF IN FAVOR/OPPOSITION FORMS FOR THE DAY
Senator Altschiller: HB 76-FN: In opposition to the motion of Ought to Pass.
Senator Altschiller: HB 667: In opposition to the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Senator Altschiller: HB 440: In opposition to the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Senator Altschiller: HB 302: In opposition to the motion of Ought to Pass.
Senator Gannon: HB 302: In opposition to the motion of Ought to Pass.
Senator Innis: HB 357: In opposition to the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Senator McGough: HB 357: In opposition to the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Senator Murphy: HB 357: In opposition to the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate.

MOTION TO ADJOURN FROM EARLY SESSION
Senator Birdsell moved that the Senate adjourn from the Early Session, that the business of the Late Session 
be in order at the present time, that all bills and resolutions ordered to Third Reading be, by this resolution, 
read a third time, all titles be the same as adopted, and that they be passed at the present time.

Adopted. Adjournment from the Early Session.

LATE SESSION
LIST OF RULE 6-25’S FOR THE DAY

Senator Reardon: HB435

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENATOR CARSON: First, to remind everyone that we are having a lunch for our interns, and I would like 
to thank our interns. They’ve been with us since January and they have done a tremendous job at getting 
us to where we are here today. So I want to thank them, some of them are here today and we will be giving 
them resolutions at the luncheon and we just need to realize they are also college students, so many of them 
are in the process of either taking a final exam or preparing for a final exam. So I’d like to wish them the 
best of luck in their studies for those of them that are going on. And for those who are going out into the big 
bad world, we hope you’ve learned some things that are gonna help you when you get out there but we wish 
you the best of luck always.

The second announcement is I’d like to bring your attention to a memorial that is set up down in the Hall of 
Flags. Yesterday was the fiftieth anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War. So a memorial has been placed 
downstairs. I am not sure if folks remember but the creation of the wall as very controversial at that time 
and one of the things that they did was they took portions of the wall and they brought them from state to 
state so people could see and what you have downstairs are items that were left here in New Hampshire 
when people came to see the wall. It’s very touching, it’s very moving, there are letters and photos because we 
don’t want these people to be forgotten. They were our friends, our neighbors, our family members and they 
made the ultimate sacrifice during that war, which we all know was an unpopular war. So please if you have 
an opportunity, stop down at the Hall of Flags and see just how moving and what citizens said at that time.

LATE SESSION
Third Reading and Final Passage

HB 62-FN, relative to protection of persons from domestic violence and military protective orders.
HB 76-FN, relative to tracking special education complaints.
HB 108, relative to bullying and cyberbullying across multiple school districts.
HB 124, enabling a municipal forest committee or conservation commission to offer surplus money to the 
municipality for deposit in the municipal unreserved fund balance.
HB 163, relative to state funds.
HB 168, relative to including municipal public works facilities as eligible capital facilities for the assessment 
of impact fees.
HB 214-FN, relative to the regulation of recreational therapists and respiratory care practitioners and relative 
to delaying the effective dates of various new procedures for criminal history records checks.
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HB 218-FN, relative to providing victims of crime with a free police report of the investigation.
HB 227-FN, relative to licensure for psychotherapy activities or services.
HB 230-LOCAL, relative to the adoption of public health ordinances by municipalities.
HB 248, relative to notice requirements regarding state employee investigations and relative to legislative 
ethics requirements.
HB 250, enabling local governing bodies to regulate the muzzling of dogs and increasing the fee to license 
certain dogs.
HB 268-FN, relative to hearings before the board of tax and land appeals.
HB 272, exempting certain agricultural practices from municipal noise regulation.
HB 288, limiting how far in advance of an election an absentee ballot may be requested.
HB 302, relative to enabling the state treasury to invest in precious metals and digital assets.
HB 319-FN, relative to the responsibility of local school districts to provide transportation for pupils in kin-
dergarten.
HB 355, relative to the membership of the solid waste working group.
HB 405, establishing a commission to study human trafficking within illicit massage businesses and relative 
to prostitution and related offenses.
HB 440, relative to educator licensing.
HB 469, relative to membership of the public deposit investment pool advisory committee.
HB 474, requiring a second witness at the counting of write-in votes.
HB 494-FN, relative to the math learning communities program.
HB 538-FN, reallocating positions in the liquor commission.
HB 552-FN, relative to coverage of children under the state retiree insurance plan.
HB 554, clarifying the placement of advertising signs on state-owned property.
HB 569, relative to the establishment of county-wide communication districts.
HB 571, including Constitution Day in patriotic exercises required of public schools.
HB 591-FN, expanding hours for keno gaming on weekends.
HB 602, requiring certain offenders to participate in a victim impact program.
HB 617, relative to the homestead right.
HB 626, directing the secretary of state to implement a vulnerability disclosure program for certain election 
systems.
HB 647-FN, relative to the fee for a newborn lifetime hunting and fishing license.
HB 670-FN, adjusting the minimum fine for attacks by nuisance dogs.
HB 737-LOCAL, creating local options for games of chance.
HB 753-FN, relative to expedited due process hearings to enforce special education rights.
HB 754-FN, establishing automatic discovery in due process hearings for actions seeking to enforce special 
education rights.

Without objection, all Personal Privileges and Unanimous Consent shall be entered into the permanent Jour-
nal of the Senate. (Rule 2-16 and Rule 2-17). Adopted.

MOTION TO RECESS TO CALL OF THE CHAIR
Senator Birdsell moved that the business of the day being completed, that the Senate recess to the Call of the 
Chair for the purposes of introducing legislation, referring bills to committee, scheduling hearings, sending 
and receiving messages, vacating bills, and processing enrolled bill reports and amendments and when we 
recess, we recess to the Call of the Chair.

Adopted. The Senate is in recess to the Call of the Chair.


