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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
Senator Birdsell offered the following Resolution:

RESOLVED, That in accordance with the list in the possession of the Senate Clerk, the following legislation 
shall be by this resolution read a first and second time by the therein listed title and referred to the therein 
designated committee. Adopted in recess.

First and Second Reading and Referral
25-1168
SB 297-FN, relative to pooled risk management programs. (Carson, Dist 14; Finance)

25-1166
SB 298-FN, relative to sober living house certification and operational standards. (Avard, Dist 12; Executive 
Departments and Administration)

25-1163
SB 299, relative to penalties for contractors violating water pollution and waste disposal regulations. (Pearl, 
Dist 17; Energy and Natural Resources)

25-1164
SB 300-FN, criminalizing the creation of child intimate visual representations. (Innis, Dist 7; Lang, Dist 
2; Avard, Dist 12; Carson, Dist 14; Pearl, Dist 17; McConkey, Dist 3; McGough, Dist 11; Sullivan, Dist 18; 
Gannon, Dist 23; Rochefort, Dist 1; Long, Dist 20; Watters, Dist 4; Thibault, Merr. 25; Sellers, Graf. 10; 
Judiciary)

25-1169
SB 301, creating a joint legislative oversight committee. (McGough, Dist 11; McConkey, Dist 3; Innis, Dist 7; 
Gannon, Dist 23; Sullivan, Dist 18; Rochefort, Dist 1; Pearl, Dist 17; Sweeney, Rock. 25; Executive Depart-
ments and Administration)

25-1167
SB 302-FN, requiring background checks for solid waste facility owners. (Pearl, Dist 17; Executive Depart-
ments and Administration)

25-1162
SB 303, directing the commissioner of the department of education to compile a report on the effects of the 
dissolution of the United States Department of Education on New Hampshire and its residents. (Perkins 
Kwoka, Dist 21; Long, Dist 20; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Fenton, Dist 10; Watters, Dist 4; Executive Departments 
and Administration)

25-1161
SB 304, directing the commissioner of the department of business and economic affairs to assemble a report 
on the effects of tariffs on Canada and New Hampshire residents. (Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Long, Dist 20; 
Rosenwald, Dist 13; Fenton, Dist 10; Watters, Dist 4; Executive Departments and Administration)

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
Senator Birdsell offered the following Resolution:

RESOLVED, That in accordance with the list in the possession of the Senate Clerk, the following legislation 
shall be by this resolution read a first and second time by the therein listed title and referred to the therein 
designated committee. Adopted in recess.

First and Second Reading and Referral
HB 399, establishing a commission to study the New Hampshire zoning enabling act. (Commerce)

SENATE
JOURNAL  5 (continued)	 February 13, 2025
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HOUSE MESSAGE
The House of Representatives has passed Bills with the following titles, in the passage of which it asks the 
concurrence of the Senate:

HB 55, (New Title) relative to the Selective Service Compliance Act.
HB 57, relative to a person’s release from prison for the purpose of participating in certain post-secondary 
education programs in the community.
HB 64, relative to extending hiring preferences for military members and their spouses to the state and pri-
vate businesses, and establishing purchase preferences for disabled veterans and military spouses regarding 
state supply purchases.
HB 72, extending the commission to study telehealth services.
HB 81, (NEW TITLE) relative to consumption of beverages or liquor in areas not approved for service by the 
liquor commission.
HB 120, relative to transferring statutory authority from the department of education to the department of 
military affairs and veterans services regarding educational support services.
HB 122-FN, relative to payment of claims arising out of actions or activities of the New Hampshire national 
guard.
HB 127-FN, extending the closing date of the OHRV trails on the Connecticut River Headwaters property 
from September 30 to Columbus Day.
HB 180, relative to critical incident stress management teams.
HB 193, relative to the maximum number of credits per course eligible for the dual and concurrent enroll-
ment program.
HB 213, relative to wage garnishment for child support.
HB 225-FN, relative to the employment of military spouses in the event of involuntary deployment of service 
member.
HB 236-FN, relative to the granting of retired status to certified public accountants.
HB 242, relative to brew pub licenses.
HB 261, relative to election audits.
HB 291-FN, (New Title) relative to the penalty for incorrect application of fertilizers.
HB 301, relative to cultivation locations for alternative treatment centers.
HB 337, relative to the reporting requirements of the judicial council.
HB 370, reestablishing the commission to study the delivery of behavioral crisis services to individuals with 
mental illness with an impairment primarily due to intellectual disability.
HB 393-FN, prohibiting mooring of boats without a permit.
HB 480, relative to restoration of competency to stand trial for criminal defendants.
HB 513, (New Title) allowing the department of transportation to execute a right-of-way use agreement, sub-
ject to Federal Highway Administration approval, for snowmobile operation along Interstate 89 in the town 
of Sutton, from NH Route 114, traveling south for one mile.
HB 626, directing the secretary of state to implement a vulnerability disclosure program for certain election 
systems.
HB 697-FN, relative to witness fees in criminal cases.
HB 745, naming a bridge in the city of Keene after Charles Redfern.
HCR 8, urging Congress to find that the Piscataqua River and Portsmouth Harbor lie within the state of 
New Hampshire.
HCR 9, urging the United States to reject compliance with the European Union’s Corporate Sustainability 
Due Diligence Directive.

HOUSE MESSAGE
The House of Representatives has passed Bills with the following titles, in the passage of which it asks the 
concurrence of the Senate:

HB 51, relative to hemp-derived cannabinoids and the definition of cannabis in therapeutic cannabis.
HB 53, permitting qualifying patients and designated caregivers to cultivate cannabis for therapeutic use.
HB 75-FN, legalizing cannabis for persons 21 years of age or older.
HB 76-FN, relative to tracking special education complaints.
HB 77-FN, (New Title) prohibiting certain licensees from electronically recording or storing personal informa-
tion obtained from an identification card.
HB 80, (New Title) allowing a public body member’s presence at a meeting by electronic or other means of 
communication only if physical presence is unavoidable.
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HB 91, relative to the presence of a fire department at a fireworks display.
HB 92, (New Title) requiring recusal of members of zoning boards of adjustment and planning boards in 
certain circumstances.
HB 107, relative to political advertising printed in newspapers, periodicals, or billboards.
HB 126, relative to prescriptions for certain controlled drugs.
HB 179-FN, relative to hazardous waste accident fees.
HB 196-FN, (New Title) relative to annulling certain cannabis possession offenses.
HB 207-FN, relative to repealing the prohibition on the possession or sale of blackjacks, slung shots, and 
metallic knuckles except by or to minors.
HB 211-FN, relative to the use of air rifles for hunting game.
HB 243-FN, relative to the penalty for false reports of suspected abuse and neglect made to the division for 
children, youth, and families.
HB 260-FN, (New Title) creating a commemorative license plate celebrating the 250th anniversary of Ameri-
can Independence.
HB 265, requiring that a public body’s meeting minutes include start and end times of the meeting and the 
printed name and signature of the recording secretary
HB 272, exempting certain agricultural practices from municipal noise regulation.
HB 279, establishing a committee to study recipe and process approval for homestead foods.
HB 304, relative to labeling requirements for food produced in homestead kitchens.
HB 309-FN, relative to making electronic rent payments optional.
HB 327-FN, relative to filing for office and witnessing affidavits.
HB 371, relative to the definition of occasional food service establishment.
HB 376, specifying that library user information exempted from disclosure in the right-to-know law includes 
information regarding library cards and library membership status.
HB 381-FN, exempting firearms and firearm accessories manufactured for in-state use only from the National 
Firearm Act.
HB 404, relative to information on the hike safe card.
HB 468-FN, establishing the crime of and penalties for unlawful use of unmanned aircraft systems.
HB 469, relative to membership of the public deposit investment pool advisory committee.
HB 504, relative to the state energy policy.
HB 508-FN, relative to decreasing assessment rates for entities providing VoIP and IP-enabled services, as 
well as certain local exchange carriers and their affiliates.
HB 647-FN, relative to the fee for a newborn lifetime hunting and fishing license.
HB 682, relative to the office of offshore wind industry, the offshore and port development commission, and 
the office of energy innovation.
HB 777, codifying the law enforcement accreditation commission.
HB 778-FN, authorizing the director of the police standards and training council to detail law enforcement 
training specialists employed by the council for law enforcement and crowd control services.

HOUSE MESSAGE
The House of Representatives concurs with the Senate in the passage of the following entitled Bills sent down 
from the Senate:

SB 4, relative to commercial property assessed clean energy and resiliency (C-PACER).

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS
The committee on Enrolled Bills has examined and found correctly Enrolled the following entitled House 
and/or Senate Bills:

SB 4, relative to commercial property assessed clean energy and resiliency (C-PACER).

Senator Avard moved adoption of the Report of Committee on Enrolled Bills. Adopted in recess.

Out of Recess. Call the Senate to Order.

MOTION TO ADJOURN FROM LATE SESSION
Senator Birdsell moved that the Senate adjourn from the Late Session.

Adopted. Adjournment from the Late Session.



	 SENATE  JOURNAL  6  MARCH  2025	 87

SENATE
JOURNAL 6	 March 6, 2025

The Senate reconvened at 10:00 a.m., a quorum being present.

The Reverend Jean Beniste, Chaplain to the Senate, offered the following prayer:

Good morning. I am Father Reverend John Beniste. I am an immigrant. I come from Haiti. I serve as the 
Rector of St. Paul Episcopal Church or senior priest at this congregation here in Concord, New Hampshire. It 
is both a pleasure for me to be here with you. It is an honor to be part of this session with you this morning 
to lead you in this devotion. Let us now pause for a moment of silence and reflect on the values that bind us 
together. Compassion, justice, love, and peace.

Today, as we open this session, we also want to take a moment to honor the memory of Christopher C. Girard, 
whose dedication to our community and service to others will never be forgotten. May we carry forward his 
spirit of kindness, respect, and perseverance in all we do. We send our heartfelt thoughts and condolences to 
Shannon Girard and the entire family during this difficult time. May CJ’s soul find peace.

God, the source of all wisdom, we gather here today with thankful hearts for the chance to serve the wonder-
ful people of New Hampshire. We seek for your wisdom and support as we come together in this space. May 
we be open to understanding one another, clear in our choices, and filled with a strong sense of fairness and 
kindness for everyone. Let us join together to seek the best outcomes for everyone, appreciating our unique 
qualities and collaborating in the spirit of harmony. We should always strive to act with honesty, respect, 
and humility, aiming to find solutions that recognize each person’s value. We ask for blessing upon our lead-
ers, the communities they serve, the task on the task before us. May we be an instrument of peace and bring 
about positive change in our world. In your name we pray. Amen.

MOMENT OF SILENCE
President Carson: I’d ask everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence for Concord firefighter C.J. 
Girard who was the husband of our Assistant Clerk Shannon Girard. Thank you all.

Senator Prentiss led the Pledge of Allegiance.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
(The Chair recognized Senator Fenton.)

SENATOR FENTON: Thank you, Madam President. Come on up. Come on up here, guys. Thank you all so 
much. Today we come together to honor the life and service of Staff Sergeant Jesse Sherrill, a dedicated of-
ficer, a loving husband and father, and a hero who made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.

Jesse devoted his career to protecting the people of New Hampshire starting in Hooksett and rising to the 
rank of Staff Sergeant with the New Hampshire State Police. He was known for his unwavering commitment 
to public safety, his leadership, and the deep respect he earned from his fellow officers.

On October 28, 2021, Jesse was tragically taken from us. His loss is immeasurable, but his legacy endures 
not only in the memories of those who knew and loved him, but in the work we continue to do to ensure the 
safety of our law enforcement officers and the citizens they protect. This legislation we hope to pass today is 
in his honor and will help safeguard the lives of those who put themselves in harm’s way every day to keep 
our communities safe. It is a tribute to Jesse’s service and a promise that his sacrifice will never be forgotten. 
We are deeply grateful to have Jesse’s wife here, Nicolle, with us today. Nicolle, your strength and bravery 
are an inspiration to us all. And I’d also like to acknowledge Jesse and Nicolle’s children, Peyton and Quinn, 
who could not join us today. Thank you for allowing us to honor Jesse and his extraordinary service. We also 
have here Colonel Mark Hall, Major Brandon Davey, Captain Matthew Amatucci, Captain Vincent Grieco, 
Lieutenant Joseph Ronchi, and Lieutenant Storm. I really want to thank them for their work on this bill. 
They’re the true ones behind this. And we always remember Staff Sergeant Jesse Sherrill and strive to uphold 
the values and dedication, courage, and selflessness that he exemplified.

I’m going to read the resolution we have prepared here in the Senate. A resolution recognizing Staff Ser-
geant Jesse E. Sherrill. Whereas Staff Sergeant Jesse E. Sherrill was born on August 2, 1977 in Exeter, New 
Hampshire.
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And whereas Staff Sergeant Jesse Sherrill attended Barrington Elementary and middle schools and gradu-
ated from Dover High School.

And whereas Staff Sergeant Jesse Sherrill began working as a full-time officer with the Hookset Police De-
partment in 2001.

And whereas Staff Sergeant Jesse Sherrill spent his entire career as a law enforcement officer in New Hampshire.

And whereas Staff Sergeant Jesse Sherrill rose to the rank of Staff Sergeant with the New Hampshire State 
Police and was known throughout law enforcement community for his dedication to public service.

And whereas Staff Sergeant Sherrill was fatally struck by a tractor trailer while working a construction detail 
on Interstate 95 in Portsmouth on October 28, 2021. And whereas Staff Sergeant Jesse Sherrill’s untimely 
death left behind a wife, Nicolle, and two children, Peyton and Quinn.

And whereas the Senate Transportation Committee unanimously recommended Senate Bill 273 ought to pass 
on February 11, 2025 in honor of Staff Sergeant Jesse Sherrill.

Now, therefore, be resolved that the New Hampshire Senate extends our deepest gratitude to Staff Sergeant 
Jesse Sherrill for the life of his service to this state and further extends our deepest sympathies to Nicolle, 
Peyton, Quinn, and the entire Sherrill family for their loss. Thank you.

(The Chair recognized Senator Ricciardi.)

SENATOR RICCIARDI: Thank you, Madam President. I have one of our town counselors from Bedford, New 
Hampshire, Counselor Phil Greazzo, up in the gallery.

(The Chair recognized Senator Sullivan for introduction of pages.)

SENATOR SULLIVAN: On the left is my son Seamus Sullivan and his classmate Wolf Hieronymus, and they 
are both from Holy Family Academy.

FN REPORT FOR MARCH 6, 2025
W/F	 Bill	 Title	 R/C	 Committee	 Full Name

Waive	 SB 278	 including qualifying convictions from other  
states as grounds for termination of parental  
rights petitions.   	 Consent	 CFL	 Children and Family Law

Waive	 SB  27	 relative to dwellings over water.	 Consent	 COM	 Commerce

Finance	 SB  81	 increasing the annual real estate transfer  
tax revenue contribution and making an  
appropriation to the affordable housing fund.	 Consent	 COM	 Commerce

Finance	 SB  82	 relative to the housing opportunity project  
extension and homes for homeland heroes  
grant program.	 Consent	 COM	 Commerce

Finance	 SB  87	 relative to one day liquor license requirements  
and making salons and barber shops eligible  
for on-premise licenses.	 Consent	 COM	 Commerce

Waive	 SB  91	 allowing one-time special appraisals of  
residences located in commercial zones. 	 Consent	 COM	 Commerce

Waive	 SB 280	 requiring a food delivery service to enter into  
an agreement with a food service establishment  
or food retail store before offering delivery  
service from that restaurant. 	 Consent	 COM	 Commerce

Finance	 SB  98	 extending the donations to regional career and  
technical education center programs.	 Consent	 EDU	 Education

Waive	 SB  99	 relative to regional career and technical  
education agreements.	 Consent	 EDU	 Education

Waive	 SB 220	 relative to public hearings and deliberation for  
the denial of tax exemptions.	 Consent	 ELMA	 Election Law and  
			   Municipal Affairs
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Waive	 SB 223	 relative to using college or university student  
identification cards to obtain a ballot.	 Consent	 ELMA	 Election Law and  
			   Municipal Affairs

Waive	 SB 225	 requiring public notice before re-assessment  
of property values for local tax purposes.	 Consent	 ELMA	 Election Law and  
			   Municipal Affairs

Waive	 SB  65	 relative to stormwater management for  
solar arrays.	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural  
			   Resources

Waive	 SB 107	 enabling the state treasurer to invest certain  
fish and game funds.	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural  
			   Resources

Waive	 SB 108	 relative to the department of energy.	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural  
			   Resources

Finance	 SB 109	 relative to alteration of terrain permits.	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural  
			   Resources

Finance	 SB 110	 relative to terrain permitting.	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural  
			   Resources

Finance	 SB 111	 authorizing a reliability indexing credit  
pilot program.	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural  
			   Resources

Waive	 SB 112	 relative to purchased power agreements for  
electric distribution utilities.	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural  
			   Resources

Finance	 SB 226	 suspending applications for new landfills and  
establishing a committee to study the  
feasibility of incinerating solid waste.	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural  
			   Resources

Finance	 SB 227	 relative to site setbacks for landfills.	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural  
			   Resources

Waive	 SB 229	 relative to the sale of uninspected bison,  
red deer, and elk meat.	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural  
			   Resources

Finance	 SB 230	 allowing microgrids that are in the  
public interest.  	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural  
			   Resources

Finance	 SB 233	 Establishing an energy reliability and  
large-scale storage task force.	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural  
			   Resources

Finance	 SB 234	 relative to the electric assistance program.	 Consent	 ENR	 Energy and Natural  
			   Resources

Finance	 SB 21	 relative to establishing a New Hampshire state 
trooper recruitment loan debt relief program  
and making an appropriation therefor.	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments 
			   and Administration

Finance	 SB 74	 relative to real property annual reporting  
requirements of state departments for  
permitting programs.	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments 		
			   and Administration

Waive	 SB 92	 relative to the collection of birth worksheet  
information.	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments 		
			   and Administration



90	 SENATE  JOURNAL  6  MARCH  2025

Finance	 SB 93	 relative to establishing an office of regulatory  
efficiency and oversight.	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments 		
			   and Administration

Finance	 SB 180	 designating Coos county as a distressed  
place-based economy.	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments 		
			   and Administration

Finance	 SB 181	 relative to workers’ compensation for  
firefighters with cancer.	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments 		
			   and Administration

Finance	 SB 185	 relative to office of professional licensure and  
certification investigations.	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments 		
			   and Administration

Waive	 SB 187	 adopting the dentist and dental hygienist  
compact.	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments 		
			   and Administration

Waive	 SB 191	 relative to registration of vehicles in a fleet 
of 25 or more.	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments 		
			   and Administration

Finance	 SB 199	 relative to establishing a new recruitment and  
retention program for new New Hampshire  
state troopers.	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments 		
			   and Administration

Finance	 SB 286	 creating the New Hampshire office of film  
and creative media.	 Consent	 EDA	 Executive Departments 		
			   and Administration

Waive	 SB 17	 relative to insurance cost-sharing calculations.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human  
			   Services

Finance	 SB 118	 relative to the personal needs allowance of  
residents of nursing homes.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human  
			   Services

Finance	 SB 119	 relative to Medicaid pharmaceutical services.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human  
			   Services

Waive	 SB 120	 relative to insurance coverage for biomarker  
testing.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human  
			   Services

Waive	 SB 121	 requiring notice to the insurance department of 
the discontinuance of certain types of insurance,  
including Medicare Advantage Plans.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human  
			   Services

Finance	 SB 122	 relative to financial eligibility for the  
Medicare savings program.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human  
			   Services

Finance	 SB 123	 requiring coverage of ear acupuncture as a  
treatment for substance misuse under the  
state Medicaid plan.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human  
			   Services

Waive	 SB 126	 relative to notice of changes to provider  
contracts.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human  
			   Services

Finance	 SB 128	 relative to children’s mental health services  
for persons 18 years of age and younger.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human  
			   Services
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Finance	 SB 129	 relative to establishing an uncompensated  
health care fund to be administered by the  
department of insurance and assessed by a  
surcharge on commercial insurers, reinsurers,  
and trusts overseeing self-insured plans. 	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human 
			   Services

Waive	 SB 130	 relative to insurance reimbursement for  
ambulance services.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human 
			   Services

Finance	 SB 131	 relative to long-term care eligibility and  
making an appropriation therefor.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human 
			   Services

Finance	 SB 132	 relative to health insurance coverage for  
prosthetics.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human 
			   Services

Waive	 SB 133	 relative to the designation of emergency  
medical services performed by ambulance  
service providers as essential services. 	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human 
			   Services

Finance	 SB 137	 relative to hospital stays covered under the  
state Medicaid plan.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human 
			   Services

Finance	 SB 246	 providing maternal depression screening for  
new mothers, increasing access to health care  
services for new mothers, and relative to job  
protection within the employer-sponsored  
New Hampshire paid family and medical  
leave plan.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human 
			   Services

Finance	 SB 255	 establishing and developing crisis stabilization  
services.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human 
			   Services

Waive	 SB 256	 relative to the affordability and safety of  
clinician administered drugs.	 Consent	 HHS	 Health and Human 
			   Services

Waive	 SB 41	 changing the reckless driving minimum  
penalties.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Waive	 SB 48	 relative to competency to stand trial for  
certain offenses.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Waive	 SB 53	 relative to natural organic reduction of  
human remains. 	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Waive	 SB 58	 relative to venue in criminal cases.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Finance	 SB 139	 creating a private right of action in civil  
rights cases.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Waive	 SB 140	 establishing a domestic violence fatality  
review committee.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Finance	 SB 142	 establishing the department of children’s  
services and juvenile justice.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Finance	 SB 145	 establishing a mobile evidence collection  
unit pilot program and providing an  
appropriation therefor.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Finance	 SB 146	 relative to medical examiner’s certificates  
and medical certification of the death record.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary
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Waive	 SB 149	 relative to the crime of aggravated driving  
while intoxicated.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Waive	 SB 258	 relative to the crime of fraudulent retail  
transactions.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Finance	 SB 261	 requiring that custodial interrogations be  
recorded, establishing a fund to make grants  
to state law enforcement agencies to purchase  
equipment to enable such recordings, and  
making an appropriation therefor.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Waive	 SB 262	 relative to the penalty for trafficking in  
persons under 18 years of age.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Waive	 SB 266	 relative to safety and accountability of drivers  
under 18 years of age.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Waive	 SB 289	 relative to use and preservation of body-worn  
camera recordings in certain matters.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Waive	 SB 290	 relative to the definition of “torture” in animal  
abuse cases.	 Consent	 JUD	 Judiciary

Finance	 SB 150	 defining electric vehicle charging station and  
charging a fee for annual testing by the  
division of weights and measures.	 Consent	 TRANS	 Transportation

Waive	 SB 151	 relative to accessible parking permit  
verification and fraud prevention.	 Consent	 TRANS	 Transportation

Waive	 SB 152	 authorizing the sale of toll credits to fund a  
newly established noise barrier construction  
fund for the design and construction of noise  
barrier projects.	 Consent	 TRANS	 Transportation

Waive	 SB 154	 relative to authorized organizations issuing 
multi-use decal plates.	 Consent	 TRANS	 Transportation

Finance	 SB 155	 relative to highway toll credits.	 Consent	 TRANS	 Transportation

Waive	 SB 272	 relative to electric-vehicle charging station  
funding.	 Consent	 TRANS	 Transportation

Finance	 SB 274	 establishing a 4-year pilot program with  
potential for statewide expansion to improve  
rail trails in New Hampshire through federal,  
state, and private funding and making a  
bonded appropriation therefor.	 Consent	 TRANS	 Transportation

Finance	 SB 276	 relative to raising the research and  
development tax credit.	 Consent	 WM	 Ways and Means

Finance	 SB 277	 relative to the application of utility property  
taxes and statewide education property taxes  
to electric generating facilities.	 Consent	 WM	 Ways and Means

Finance	 SB 72	 establishing a parents’ bill of rights in  
education.	 Regular	 CFL	 Children and Family Law

Waive	 SB 84	 relative to zoning procedures concerning  
residential housing.	 Regular	 COM	 Commerce

Waive	 SB 100	 relative to violations of the prohibition on  
teaching discrimination.	 Regular	 EDU	 Education

Waive	 SB 102	 making informational materials regarding  
type 1 diabetes available on the department  
of education website.	 Regular	 EDU	 Education
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Finance	 SB 219	 requiring the secretary of state to enter into  
a membership agreement with the Electronic  
Registration Information Center.	 Regular	 ELMA	 Election Law and Munici-
pal Affairs

Waive	 SB 188	 allowing independent permitting and  
inspections, and allowing local governments  
to authorize licensed engineers and architects  
to perform building code inspections.	 Regular	 EDA	 Executive Departments 
and Administration

Waive	 SB 193	 requiring the head of each state agency to  
submit a strategic plan for program activities.	 Regular	 EDA	 Executive Departments 
and Administration

Finance	 SB 134	 relative to work requirements under the state  
Medicaid program.	 Regular	 HHS	 Health and Human 
			   Services

Finance	 SB 253	 relative to participation in the federal 340B  
Drug Pricing Program.	 Regular	 HHS	 Health and Human 
			   Services

Waive	 SB 54	 relative to refusal of consent to testing to  
determine alcohol concentration and penalties  
for aggravated driving while intoxicated.	 Regular	 JUD	 Judiciary

Waive	 SB 141	 extending the time to petition for a new trial  
in certain cases.	 Regular	 JUD	 Judiciary

Waive	 SB 267	 relative to the penalty for engaging in  
prostitution as a patron.	 Regular	 JUD	 Judiciary

Waive	 SB 273	 relative to motorist duties when approaching  
highway emergencies involving a stopped or  
standing vehicle.	 Regular	 TRANS	 Transportation

Finance	 SB 168	 regulating online gambling and directing net  
proceeds to the education trust fund, the  
general fund, and to reimburse municipalities  
for elderly, disabled, blind, and deaf tax  
exemptions.	 Regular	 WM	 Ways and Means

Please Note: Senate Rule 4-5 requires every bill and joint resolution appropriating money, and every other 
bill which is accompanied by a fiscal note pursuant to RSA 14:44, which has been referred to another com-
mittee and found Ought to Pass by the Senate, shall be referred to the Senate Finance Committee for review, 
unless otherwise ordered by the Senate upon recommendation of the Chair of the Senate Finance Committee. 
Senator Gray has reviewed the bills on the Consent and Regular Calendars to be acted upon by the Senate on 
March 6, 2025, and his recommendations are listed on this FN Report. Bills listed as Waive should be sent 
to Third Reading and bills listed as Finance should be sent to the Senate Finance

Without objection, the FN Report is adopted.

CONSENT CALENDAR REPORTS REMOVED
COMMERCE
SB 87-FN, by Senator Watters

EDUCATION
SB 99-FN, by Senator Watters

ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
SB 225-FN-L, by Senator Gray

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
SB 65-FN, by Senator Pearl
SB 227-FN, by Senator Rochefort
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
SB 56, by Senator Innis

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
SB 17-FN, by Senator Birdsell
SB 119-FN, by Senator Rosenwald
SB 120-FN, by Senator Birdsell
SB 130-FN, by Senator McGough

JUDICIARY
SB 290-FN, by Senator Pearl

TRANSPORTATION
SB 151-FN, by Senator Gray

SPECIAL ORDER
Without objection, the following bills are Special Ordered to Thursday, March 13, 2025. Adopted.

COMMERCE
SB 84-FN, relative to zoning procedures concerning residential housing.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
SB 130-FN, relative to insurance reimbursement for ambulance services.

TRANSPORTATION
SB 151-FN, relative to accessible parking permit verification and fraud prevention.

CONSENT CALENDAR
Senator Birdsell moved that the Consent Calendar, with the relevant amendments as printed in the day’s 
Calendar be adopted and that all such bills found Ought to Pass be ordered as follows:

FN bills not waived under Senate Rule 4-5, to the Committee on Finance; non-FN bills approved for referral 
to Finance by the day’s FN Report, to the Committee on Finance; and all other bills, to Third Reading.

CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW
SB 161, providing that in-state placements may include placements in New England in certain circumstances 
and addressing particular statutory technical defects.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 3-0. Senator Long for the committee.

With a replace-all amendment, this legislation provides that in-state placements can include the greater 
New England region in certain circumstances and addresses technical defects from past legislation.

Senate Children and Family Law
February 20, 2025
2025-0539s
11/05

Amendment to SB 161
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 making technical corrections to statutes governing out-of-state placements for children.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Child Protection Act; Presumption in Favor of In-State Placements; License; Controlling State. Amend 
RSA 169-C:19-b to read as follows:

	 169-C:19-b Presumption in Favor of In-State Placements. There shall be a presumption that an in-state 
placement is the least restrictive and most appropriate placement. The court may order an out-of-state place-
ment only upon an express written finding that no options for in-state placement exist and the out-of-state 
placement offers specialized programming or services that are unable to be provided within New Hampshire, 
and the placement is [contracted with the state] licensed in accordance with the laws of the state in 
which they operate and certified by the department. Preference shall be given to out-of-state placements 
that are in proximity to the child’s family and/or kin, who are able to participate in family and/or reunification 
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services. Any out-of-state placements shall be limited in time and require both increased judicial oversight 
and the written approval of the director of the division for children, youth and families, or designee, for 
placements outside of New England.

	 2 Order of Preference; Controlling Law. Amend RSA 169-F:5 to read as follows:

	 169-F:5 Presumption in Favor of In-State Placements. There shall be a presumption that an in-state place-
ment is the least restrictive and most appropriate placement. The court may order an out-of-state placement 
only upon an express written finding that no in-state options exist and that the out-of-state placement offers 
specialized programming or services that are unable to be provided within New Hampshire, and the place-
ment is [contracted with the state] licensed in accordance with the laws of the state in which they 
operate, and certified by the department. Preference shall be given to out-of-state placements that are in 
proximity to the child’s family and/or kin, who are able to participate in family and/or reunification services. 
Any out-of-state placements shall be limited in time and require both increased judicial oversight and the 
written approval of the director of the division for children, youth and families, or designee, for placements 
outside of New England.

	 3 Oversight; Department Responsibilities. Amend RSA 169-F:7, II to read as follows:

		  II. The department shall develop, in consultation with the office of child advocate, a standard operating 
procedure and form for monthly visits with children conducted by the department, pursuant to [RSA 169-F:5, 
I] paragraph I of this section, to be completed during each monthly in-person visit.

	 4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2026.

2025-0539s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill requires out-of-state placements for children to be licensed in the accordance with the laws of 
the state in which they operate and be certified by the department of health and human services. This bill 
replaces references to placements for children “contracted” with the department of health and human services 
with placements “certified” by the department.

SB 278-FN, including qualifying convictions from other states as grounds for termination of parental rights 
petitions.
Ought to Pass, Vote 3-0. Senator Long for the committee.

This legislation includes other crimes from out of state convictions that coincide with New Hampshire 
convictions at an equivalent level. It enhances accountability and effectiveness of child protection efforts 
by aligning the termination of parental rights standards with broader best practices.

COMMERCE
SB 27-FN, relative to dwellings over water.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 6-0. Senator Murphy for the committee.

This bill would clarify how improvements to dwellings over water could be undertaken. Under RSA 482-
A:26, these dwellings are defined as private structures over state submerged lands. There are a limited 
number of these dwellings throughout the state, so this bill would have a limited application. The Commit-
tee Amendment would remove ambiguity from the underlying bill, and it would clarify that the existing 
footprint could not be expanded and the water could not be penetrated by added columns.

Senate Commerce
February 11, 2025
2025-0365s
06/09

Amendment to SB 27-FN
Amend RSA 482-A:26, III(b) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

			   (b) Without otherwise limiting the provisions of this section, where the effect of repair, [or] reconstruc-
tion, or improvement of a structure subject to the provisions of this section represents greater protection 
of public water or the environment, and where such repair or reconstruction does not change a recreational, 
water-based activity to a land-based, residential or commercial activity, the commissioner may waive the 
existing standards in order to allow a structure to be expanded, provided that [there shall be no expan-
sion of the existing footprint, outside dimensions, and square footage of floor space; and there shall be a 
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net reduction in the total square footage of kitchen, bathroom, shower, and toilet facilities] this expansion 
shall not cause new penetrations of the water by any added columns, nor expansion of the existing 
footprint, nor addition to the existing square footage of living space.

SB 78, relative to the zoning board of adjustments appeal period.
Ought to Pass, Vote 6-0. Senator Murphy for the committee.

RSA 674:33 says that town zoning boards of adjustment must take appeals within a “reasonable” time-
frame. Most communities use a 30-day period, but a few use 60 days or even longer. Applicants sometimes 
find this unpredictability discouraging, preventing some projects from moving forward. This bill would 
standardize the appeal period at 30 days. By standardizing the process across the state, all parties would 
be provided with certainty.

SB 81-FN, increasing the annual real estate transfer tax revenue contribution and making an appropriation 
to the affordable housing fund.
Ought to Pass, Vote 6-0. Senator Innis for the committee.

This bill would increase the amount of annual real estate transfer tax revenues that are transferred to 
the Affordable Housing Fund from $5 million to $10 million. In addition, an appropriation of $25 million 
would be directed towards the Fund. The Fund has been able to leverage federal and private investments 
to help create workforce, affordable, and supportive housing. To date, the Fund has supported 119 devel-
opments with 3,500 units of rental housing. While home sales have decreased, values have increased, so 
it is expected that the transfer tax will remain steady.

SB 82-FN, relative to the housing opportunity project extension and homes for homeland heroes grant program.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 6-0. Senator Ricciardi for the committee.

This bill, also known as the HOPE Act, would have incentivized New Hampshire counties and municipali-
ties to open land for affordable workforce housing by establishing housing opportunity zones, setting zon-
ing and design requirements, mandating owner-occupancy, providing state grants, and exempting initial 
property transfers from real estate transfer taxes. The bill was designed to help hardworking families and 
professionals of all backgrounds to live in the communities that they serve. The Committee recognized it 
would take various initiatives together to help alleviate the housing crisis; however, they felt additional 
work was necessary to address concerns.

SB 89, enabling non-citizens who are legally authorized to work in the United States to deliver alcohol.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 6-0. Senator Ricciardi for the committee.

This bill would update employment statutes to ensure legally authorized workers could deliver alcohol. 
Presently, these workers are already able to legally serve alcohol. This change would be critical because 
many non-citizen legal workers are employed in the service industry each summer. The Committee Amend-
ment clarified that non-citizens who are legally authorized to work shall be able to sell or deliver any 
liquor or beverage.

Senate Commerce
February 12, 2025
2025-0385s
08/09

Amendment to SB 89
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 Employee Restrictions; Non-Citizens. Amend RSA 179:20, I to read as follows:

		  I. No person, except a citizen of the United States or [legal resident alien] non-citizen who is legally 
authorized to work, shall be employed to sell or deliver any liquor or beverage.

SB 91-FN, allowing one-time special appraisals of residences located in commercial zones.
Ought to Pass, Vote 6-0. Senator Murphy for the committee.

Currently, residents who live in properties zoned for commercial or industrial use are required to fill out 
and submit a form to municipalities every year, allowing the municipality to appraise the residence based 
on its use. This bill allows these residents to fill out the form once, removing the annual requirement.
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SB 280-FN, requiring a food delivery service to enter into an agreement with a food service establishment or 
food retail store before offering delivery service from that restaurant.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 6-0. Senator Ricciardi for the committee.

This bill would require a food delivery service to enter into an agreement with a food service establishment 
or food retail store before offering delivery service from that restaurant. Without this critical protection, 
delivery applications could list restaurants without their consent. This could create negative experiences 
for customers, especially if orders are based on inaccurate menus, prices, and hours. Similar legislation 
was previously adopted by the Legislature; however, it had sunset. The Committee Amendment would 
add the phrase “shall not take” to Page 1, Line 13.

Senate Commerce
February 12, 2025
2025-0388s
05/11

Amendment to SB 280-FN
Amend RSA 359-S:1, II as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  II. A food delivery platform shall not take and arrange for the delivery of an order from a food service 
establishment or retail food store without first obtaining an agreement with the food service establishment 
or retail food store expressly authorizing the food delivery platform to take orders and deliver meals prepared 
by the food service establishment or retail food store.

EDUCATION
SB 57, establishing a study committee to analyze reducing the number of school administrative units.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Altschiller for the committee.

SB 57 establishes a study committee to analyze reducing the number of school administrative units 
(SAUs) in the state. The committee will examine the potential transition to a county-based SAU system, 
including administrative, financial, and logistical impacts. It will also assess possible cost savings from 
consolidation. The committee must report its findings and recommendations by November 1, 2025. The 
committee amendment modifies the committee’s duties by explicitly including an analysis of the impact 
of potential county taxes in the transition to a county-based SAU system. It also allows the committee to 
consult with county commissioners, the New Hampshire Municipal Association, and the New Hampshire 
School Boards Association.

Senate Education
February 19, 2025
2025-0498s
02/09

Amendment to SB 57
Amend the bill by replacing section 3 with the following:

	 3 Duties. The committee shall analyze the administrative, financial, and logistical changes and outcomes 
from the transition from a municipal school district system to a county school district system. The committee 
shall consider reducing the number of SAUs in the state down to 12, one for each county and one each for 
Manchester and Nashua. The committee shall especially consider economies of scale for consolidation and 
impact of potential county taxes. The committee may consult with county commissioners from each county, 
the New Hampshire Municipal Association and the New Hampshire School Boards Association.

SB 69-L, relative to acceptance of or rejection of charitable contributions, gifts, or donations by local school boards.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Sullivan for the committee.

SB 69-LOCAL requires local school boards to discuss and vote in a public session before rejecting any 
charitable contribution, gift, or donation. This applies to various school-related funds, including trust 
funds, CTE program donations, and health-related supplies.

SB 98-FN, extending the donations to regional career and technical education center programs.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

SB 98-FN extends the authorization for school districts to accept charitable donations for career and 
technical education (CTE) programs until 2031. It also continues the business tax credit for qualifying 
donations, with a maximum impact of $500,000 per fiscal year.
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ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
SB 105, enabling towns to adopt budget caps.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-1. Senator Lang for the committee.

This bill would allow towns to adopt spending caps, much like cities are already permitted to do. It uses 
population growth and inflation to set the cap and would require a 3/5th majority to adopt the spending 
cap and the same 3/5th majority to remove it. SB 105 would give towns a goal when setting their budget 
and provide citizens and taxpayers with predictability. For these reasons, the committee recommends 
Ought to Pass.

SB 212, changing references from “votes” to “ballots” in the laws regarding elections.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Rochefort for the committee.

SB 212 changes the word “votes” to “ballots” in the election law statutes. This change was requested by 
the Secretary of State’s office in order to be consistent with the language used by the Secretary of State 
when conducting election business and recounts. The amendment simply fixes a couple of drafting errors. 
For these reasons, the committee recommends this bill Ought to Pass with Amendment.

Senate Election Law and Municipal Affairs
February 12, 2025
2025-0393s
07/08

Amendment to SB 212
Amend RSA 659:88, I(a) as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  I.(a) A person whose name was not printed on the official state primary election ballot of a political 
party shall not be entitled to the nomination of that party for any office unless the person received at least 
35 write-in votes or write-in votes equaling 10 percent or more of the total [votes] ballots cast for that party 
on the state primary election ballot, whichever is smaller.

Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 660:2, I as inserted by section 5 of the bill by replacing it with 
the following:

		  I. If the difference between the vote cast for the applying candidate and a candidate declared elected 
shall be less than one percent of the total [votes] ballots cast in the towns which comprise the office to be 
recounted, the following fees shall apply:

SB 217, relative to public notice of historic tax rates and tax impacts of proposed projects.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Lang for the committee.

SB 217 requires towns and cities to notice historic tax rates for certain taxes publicly and requires towns 
and cities to provide public notice of the tax impacts for certain proposed building projects. This bill would 
increase public awareness in a simple, direct way so voters can use this information to help them make 
informed decisions when voting on new building proposals. The committee amended the bill to use “per 
one thousand dollars of equalized valuation” of a proposed project instead of “per resident” to account for 
reporting accuracy and ease of administration. The committee recommends Ought to Pass with Amend-
ment for these reasons.

Senate Election Law and Municipal Affairs
February 20, 2025
2025-0521s
07/05

Amendment to SB 217
Amend RSA 31:103-c, II as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  II. Cities and towns shall post on the front page of their official websites, and official social media pages 
utilized by the city or town, a summary of all proposed taxpayer-funded building projects, including new 
buildings, schools, parks, and libraries. The summary shall include statements of the average tax impact on 
a resident that will result from each proposed project. Tax impact statements shall be worded as follows:

“If the following _____ project passes, this will result in an average estimated tax impact of $X.XX per one 
thousand dollars of equalized valuation.”
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SB 220-FN, relative to public hearings and deliberation for the denial of tax exemptions.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 4-0. Senator Gray for the committee.

SB 220 would allow a public hearing and deliberation after the denial of an application for tax credits 
or exemptions. The prime sponsor has requested that the bill be re-referred so that work can be done to 
ensure the protection of personal information. For this reason, the committee recommends that the bill 
be re-referred to committee.

SB 223-FN, relative to using college or university student identification cards to obtain a ballot.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Gray for the committee.

SB 223 provides for in-state tuition at any institution in the university system of New Hampshire or com-
munity college system for students who are registered to vote in New Hampshire. The bill would also end 
the use of student IDs to prove identity when obtaining a ballot when voting. The committee would like 
additional time to work on this bill, and for that reason, the committee recommends re-refer to committee.

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES

SB 107-FN, enabling the state treasurer to invest certain fish and game funds.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Watters for the committee.

SB 107-FN allows the state treasurer to invest funds from the Nongame Species Account within the Fish 
and Game Fund. Any interest earned from these investments will be credited to the account and used for 
nongame species management. The bill is expected to decrease General Fund revenue while increasing 
revenue for the Nongame Species Account. The bill does not authorize new expenditures or positions.

Senate Energy and Natural Resources
February 21, 2025
2025-0557s
08/02

Amendment to SB 107-FN
Amend RSA 212-B:6, I as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  I. The state treasurer shall establish a separate nonlapsing account within the fish and game fund to be 
known as the nongame species account to which moneys obtained by the fish and game department shall be 
applied, including any federal moneys which become available from the federal government, any state funds 
appropriated, and all donations received. The state treasurer shall invest funds received specifically 
for deposit in the nongame species account as provided by law, and any interest received on such 
investments shall be credited to the nongame species account. The moneys in this account shall be used 
for the development and implementation of a comprehensive nongame species management program.

2025-0557s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill allows the state treasurer to invest funds from the nongame species special fund.

	 This bill is a request of the fish and game department.

SB 108-FN, relative to the department of energy.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 108-FN transfers certain regulatory duties from the Public Utilities Commission to the Department 
of Energy. It strengthens protections against unauthorized telecommunications services, ensures rate-
payers can choose how they receive communications from electricity suppliers, and updates rules for net 
energy metering. The bill also simplifies complaint procedures, allowing the Department of Energy to 
investigate and resolve issues before escalating them to formal proceedings. The bill also repeals specific 
net metering provisions.

Senate Energy and Natural Resources
February 21, 2025
2025-0550s
07/06

Amendment to SB 108-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
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	 1 Ratepayer Protection. Amend RSA 374-F:4-b, I to read as follows:

		  I. Within 60 days of the effective date of this section, the [commission] department of energy shall 
initiate a proceeding to develop rules to allow residential and small commercial customers to choose how they 
receive communication from competitive electric suppliers and to implement the provisions of this section. 
Where the [commission] department has adopted rules in conformity with this section, complaints to and 
proceedings before the [commission] department shall not be subject to RSA 541-A:29 or RSA 541-A:29-a.

	 2 Net Energy Metering. Amend RSA 362-A:9, I and I-a to read as follows:

		  I. Standard tariffs providing for net energy metering shall be made available to eligible customer-gener-
ators by each electric distribution utility in conformance with net metering rules adopted by the department 
and orders issued by the commission. [Each net energy metering tariff shall be identical, with respect to rates, 
rate structure, and charges, to the tariff under which a customer-generator would otherwise take default gen-
eration supply service from the distribution utility. Such tariffs shall be available on a first-come, first-served 
basis within each electric utility service area under the jurisdiction of the commission until such time as the 
total rated generating capacity owned or operated by eligible customer-generators totals a number equal to 
100 megawatts, with 50 megawatts of the 100 megawatts allocated to the 4 electric distribution utilities that 
were subject to the commission’s jurisdiction in 2010 multiplied by each such utility’s percentage share of 
the total 2010 annual coincident peak energy demand distributed by those 4 utilities, and 50 megawatts of 
the 100 megawatts allocated to the state’s 3 investor-owned electric distribution utilities, multiplied by each 
such utility’s percentage share of the total 2010 annual coincident peak energy demand distributed by those 
3 utilities, all to be determined by the commission and to be utilized by eligible customer-generators located 
within each such utilities’ service territory. Eighty percent of each utility’s share of the 50 megawatts shall 
be apportioned to facilities with a total generating capacity of not more than 100 kilowatts and 20 percent to 
facilities with a total generating capacity in excess of 100 kilowatts, but no greater than one megawatt. The 
50 megawatts of capacity shall be made available to eligible customer-generators until such time as com-
mission approved alternative net metering tariffs approved by the commission become available. No more 
than 4 megawatts of such total rated generating capacity shall be from a combined heat and power system 
as defined in RSA 362-A:1-a, I-d.] Each net energy metering tariff shall be identical, with respect to 
rates, rate structure, and charges, to the tariff under which a customer-generator would otherwise 
take default generation supply service from the distribution utility. Standard tariffs shall be made 
available to eligible customer-generators until such time as commission approved alternative net 
metering tariffs approved by the commission become available.

		  I-a. [No person, owner, developer, installer of an eligible customer-generator facility, business organiza-
tion, or any subsidiary thereof, shall reserve capacity space in the net metering interconnection queue of more 
than 20 percent of the total net metering utility-specific allocation pursuant to this section, and the creation 
of multiple business organizations, including a person, as defined in RSA 366:1, I, by the same shall not 
defeat this requirement. On a weekly basis each utility shall make public on its website its total net meter-
ing allocation, its reserved net metering capacity, and its installed and operating net metering capacity. For 
project applications of greater than 100 kilowatts, each utility net metering interconnection queue applica-
tion shall include a certification of compliance with the 20 percent requirement, all persons involved in such 
an application shall sign the certification of compliance, and no application shall be processed where one or 
more persons involved in the application did not sign the certification of compliance.] Alternative tariffs 
providing for net energy metering shall be made available to eligible customer-generators by each 
investor-owned electric distribution utility in conformance with order 26,029 issued by the commis-
sion on June 23, 2017, and rules adopted by the department. The alternative tariffs shall be made 
available to such customer-generators until such time as the commission approves alternative net 
metering tariffs in accordance with RSA 362-A:9, XVI (a).

	 3 Certification of Assessment. Amend RSA 363-A:3 to read as follows:

	 363-A:3 Certification of Assessment. It shall be the duty of the department of energy to calculate the amount 
to be assessed against each such public utility and each other entity subject to assessment in accordance with 
RSA 363-A:1 and RSA 363-A:2. At the beginning of each fiscal year, the department of energy shall estimate 
the total expenses for the fiscal year, and then, based on such estimate, shall calculate the amount to be as-
sessed quarterly on September 15, November 15, February 15, and April 15 of that fiscal year. For entities 
with assessments less than $10,000, the department may bill those entities the entire amount on September 
15 of that fiscal year. The department of energy shall then make a list showing the amount assessed Sep-
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tember 15, November 15, February 15, and April 15 of that fiscal year to each of the several public utilities 
and other entities assessed under the provisions hereof, and, together with a statement of the full name and 
mailing address of each such public utility and other assessed entity, shall certify the same. Each public 
utility and entity subject to assessment under RSA 363-A:1 and A:2 and registered with the depart-
ment on July 1 of the new fiscal year shall be liable for their entire amount assessed for that fiscal 
year. After the close of each fiscal year, the department of energy shall ascertain the actual total expenses 
in accordance with RSA 363-A:1 and RSA 363-A:2, and then shall adjust the assessment for the first or only 
payment of the new fiscal year for each such public utility or other assessed entity for any underpayment or 
overpayment by each such public utility or other assessed entity for the prior fiscal year.

	 4 Complaints. Amend RSA 365:1 to read as follows:

	 365:1 [Complaint Against Public Utilities] Complaints. Any person may make a formal complaint to the 
department of energy by petition setting forth in writing any thing or act claimed to have been done or to 
have been omitted by any [public utility] entity subject to the department’s or commission’s jurisdictions 
and in violation of any provision of [law], statute or rule, or of the terms and conditions of registration, 
tariff, community aggregation plan, franchises or charter, or of any order of the department or com-
mission, provided such person has first made the same or a substantially similar complaint to the 
department’s consumer services division and exhausted all available remedies available through 
that division. RSA 541-A:29 and RSA 541-A:29-a shall not apply to informal or formal complaints 
filed with the department.

	 5 Exceptions. Amend RSA 365:1-a to read as follows:

	 365:1-a Exceptions. Except for complaints about RSA 371:17 through RSA 371:24, RSA 374:2-a, RSA 374:22-
p, I(b), RSA 374:28-a, RSA 374:34-a, RSA 374:48 through RSA 374:56, RSA 374:59, and RSA 378:44 through 
RSA 378:48, the provisions of this chapter shall not apply to any end user of an excepted local exchange 
carrier, nor to any service provided to such end user. Such end users may make complaints [to the commis-
sion] regarding basic service, as defined by RSA 374:22-p, I(b) by excepted local exchange carriers. Except 
for complaints about RSAs 371:17 through 371:24, 374:34-a, 374:48 though 374:56, and 374:59, the 
provisions of this chapter shall not apply to any end user of a voice over Internet protocol (VoIP) 
provider, IP-enabled service provider, or cellular mobile radio communication services carrier.

	 6 Investigation and Voluntary Resolution. RSA 365:2 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

	 365:2 Investigation and Voluntary Resolution. The department of energy may investigate and resolve any 
complaint made to the department using non-adjudicative procedures. The department may adopt rules for this 
purpose or may set out procedural requirements by order for the investigation and resolution of complaints.

	 7 Reparation. Amend RSA 365:3 to read as follows:

	 365:3 Reparation. If the [public utility] jurisdictional entity complained of shall make reparation for any 
injury alleged and shall cease to commit or to permit the violation [of law, franchise, or order] charged in the 
complaint, and shall notify the department of energy of that fact[ before the time allowed for answer], the 
department shall not be required to take any further action upon the [charges] matters complained of.

	 8 Department and Commission Adjudications. RSA 365:4 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

	 365:4 Department and Commission Adjudications. If the charges are not resolved voluntarily as provided 
in RSA 365:2 or satisfied as provided in RSA 365:3, then, for complaints over which only the department has 
jurisdiction, the department of energy may either issue an order dismissing the complaint or commence an 
adjudicative proceeding. For complaints over which the commission has jurisdiction, if requested by the per-
son filing the complaint, the department shall transfer the complaint petition to the commission, along with 
a report of its investigation and attempts to resolve the complaint, whereupon the commission shall issue an 
order of notice opening an adjudicative proceeding.

	 9 Aggregation Program. Amend RSA 53-E:7, X to read as follows:

		  X. The commission shall adopt rules, under RSA 541-A, to implement this chapter and, to the extent 
authorities granted to municipalities and counties by this chapter materially affect the interests of electric 
distribution utilities and their customers, to reasonably balance such interests with those of municipalities 
and counties for the public good, which may also be done through adjudicative proceedings to the extent speci-
fied or not addressed in rules. Such rules shall include but not be limited to rules governing the relationship 
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between municipal and county aggregators and distribution utilities, metering, billing, access to customer 
data for planning and operation of aggregations, notice of the commencement or termination of aggregation 
services and products, and the reestablishment of a municipal or county aggregation that has substantially 
ceased to provide services. Where the commission has adopted rules or issued orders in conformity with this 
chapter, complaints pertaining to actions undertaken or omitted by any municipal or county aggregator or 
electric distribution utility arising under this chapter, applicable rules, or orders of the commission, shall be 
made to the department. [Thereupon, the department shall cause a copy of said complaint to be forwarded to 
the municipal or county aggregator or electric distribution utility complained of, which may be accompanied 
by an order, requiring that the matters complained of be satisfied, or that the charges be answered in writing 
within a time to be specified by the department. If the charges are not satisfied and it shall appear to the 
department that there are reasonable grounds therefor, it shall investigate the same in such manner and by 
such means as it shall deem proper. After investigation, the department may bring proceedings on its own 
motion before the commission, with respect to any complaint or violation arising under this chapter, applicable 
rules, or orders of the commission. If the party bringing the complaint is unsatisfied with the disposition of 
the complaint by the department, then they may petition the commission to resolve the matter through an 
adjudicative proceeding.] Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, municipal and county 
aggregators shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the department for purposes of this paragraph. For non-
residential ratepayers, the department shall docket and make public any received complaint. Complaints to the 
department and proceedings before the commission shall not be subject to RSA 541-A:29 or RSA 541-A:29-a.

	 10 Repeal. RSA 362-A:9, XVIII, relative to net metering caps, is repealed.

	 11 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

SB 109-FN, relative to alteration of terrain permits.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator McConkey for the committee.

SB 109-FN updates the process for obtaining alteration of terrain permits by requiring applicants to 
consult with the Fish and Game Department if a state agency determines it’s necessary. The department 
must review the request within 60 days and either approve it, suggest conservation measures, or deny 
it with specific reasons. The bill also sets rules for when payments must be made to the Threatened and 
Endangered Species Compensatory Mitigation Fund and how those payments are calculated. The Fish 
and Game Department estimates the bill could increase costs by $500,000 to $1,000,000 per year due to 
additional staff and fund management.

SB 110-FN, relative to terrain permitting.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator McConkey for the committee.

SB110-FN accelerates land development by increasing the threshold for requiring an Alteration 
of Terrain (AoT) permit from 100,000 to 150,000 square feet of disturbed land. This change 
enables faster construction of homes and infrastructure. Projects within this range will require 
an administrative permit submission with a $3,125 fee, with additional fees based on the extent 
of soil disturbance. This public-private partnership supports economic growth, expands housing 
availability, and creates job opportunities in New Hampshire.

Senate Energy and Natural Resources
February 19, 2025
2025-0516s
11/05

Amendment to SB 110-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Terrain Alteration. Amend RSA 485-A:17, II(a) to read as follows:

		  II.(a) The department shall charge a fee for [each review of plans] applications, including project in-
spections, required under this section.[ The plan review fee shall be based on the total area to be disturbed.] 
For projects that qualify for a permit by notification allowed by paragraph II-a, the application 
fee for a permit by notification shall be $3,125. Except for [property subject to RSA 483-B:9] projects 
that qualify for a permit by notification allowed by paragraph II-a, the fee for [review of plans] ap-
plications encompassing an area of at least [100,000] 150,000 square feet but less than 200,000 square feet 
shall be [$3,125] $6,250. [For the property subject to RSA 483-B:9, the fee for review of plans encompassing 
an area of at least 50,000 square feet but less than 200,000 square feet shall be $3,125.] An additional fee of 
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[$1,250] $2,500 shall be assessed for each additional area of up to 100,000 square feet to be disturbed. For 
any property subject to RSA 483-B:9, the fee for review of plans encompassing an area of at least 
50,000 square feet but less than 150,000 square feet shall be $5,000. For all other projects, the fee 
shall be $500 plus $0.005 per square foot of disturbance. No application shall be accepted by the depart-
ment until the fee required by this paragraph is paid. All fees required under this paragraph shall be paid 
when plans are submitted for review and shall be deposited in the water resources fund established in RSA 
482-A:3, III.

			   (b) The department shall charge a non-refundable fee of $500 [plus a $.10 fee per square foot of dis-
turbance associated with the amendment request] for each request to amend a permit that requires plans to 
be reviewed.

	 2 Permit by Notification. RSA 485-A:17, II-a is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

		  II-a. By January 1, 2026, the department shall adopt rules to establish a permit by notification for proj-
ects with plans encompassing an area less than 150,000 square feet that are not subject to RSA 483-B:9.

	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2025-0516s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill establishes fees for applications for terrain alteration and requires the department of environmental 
services to adopt rules to establish a permit by notification for certain projects with plans encompassing an 
area less than 150,000 square feet.

SB 111-FN, authorizing a reliability indexing credit pilot program.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Watters for the committee.

SB 111-FN creates a pilot program to support energy storage by offering reliability indexing credits. The 
bill allows the Public Utilities Commission to approve multi-year agreements and provides a cost recovery 
mechanism for utilities. The program aims to enhance grid reliability, support market participation, and 
could include up to 200 megawatts of energy storage. The Department of Energy will study the program 
and report their findings by December 1, 2025. The bill is expected to have an implementation cost ex-
ceeding $100,000, assessed to electric distribution utilities.

SB 112-FN, relative to purchased power agreements for electric distribution utilities.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-1. Senator Avard for the committee.

SB112-FN allows the Department of Energy and electric distribution utilities to request proposals for 
long-term power supply agreements to help stabilize electricity prices in New Hampshire. These agree-
ments can include power from existing, new, or expanded energy sources, such as nuclear plants operating 
before 2011. The goal of the bill is to reduce market volatility and lower electricity costs by giving utilities 
more options for purchasing power, including working with other New England states. The Public Utili-
ties Commission can approve these agreements if they benefit consumers and are in the public interest.

Senate Energy and Natural Resources
February 20, 2025
2025-0542s
06/11

Amendment to SB 112-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:

	 2 Proposals for Multi-Year Agreements; Addition of Department of Energy. Amend the introductory lan-
guage of RSA 374-F:11, I to read as follows:

		  I. Investor-owned electric distribution utilities and the department of energy may elect to develop 
and[, no later than June 30, 2025,] issue a request for proposals for multi-year agreements for energy, in 
conjunction with or independent of any attendant environmental attributes from electric energy sources.

	 3 Purchased Power Agreements. Amend RSA 374-F:11, I(g) to read as follows:

			   (g) All megawatt hours procured through agreements made pursuant to this section shall come from 
existing, new, or incremental electric energy sources.
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	 4 New Subparagraph; Purchased Power Agreements. Amend RSA 374-F:11, I(h) by inserting after sub-
paragraph (2) the following new subparagraph:

				    (3) “Existing electric energy sources” means all sources that currently provide energy to the ISO-
NE regional markets, including nuclear power generation facilities located in the ISO-NE control area that 
commenced commercial operation before January 1, 2011.

	 5 Purchased Power Agreements. Amend the introductory language of RSA 374-F:11, II through II(a) to 
read as follows:

		  II. Any investor-owned electric distribution utility electing to enter into an agreement pursuant to this 
section shall petition the public utilities commission for authorization to enter the agreement [no later than 
June 30, 2026].

			   (a) Upon the petition of one or more electric distribution utilities, and after notice and hearing, the 
public utilities commission may authorize such utility or utilities to enter into multi-year agreements with 
existing, new, or incremental electric energy sources up to a total of 2 million megawatt hours statewide, on 
an annual basis, if it finds such agreements to be just and reasonable and in the public interest.

	 6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

SB 226-FN, suspending applications for new landfills and establishing a committee to study the feasibility 
of incinerating solid waste.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 4-1. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 226-FN pauses the approval of new landfill applications until July 1, 2031, allowing applications to 
be submitted but not processed. However, it does not affect existing landfills or approved expansions on 
sites permitted before December 1, 2022. The bill also creates a committee to explore waste incineration 
as an alternative to landfills, studying its environmental impact and effects on landfill capacity. The 
committee would submit its findings by November 1, 2025. The Department of Environmental Services 
expects higher waste disposal costs, with municipalities potentially paying over $2.5 million more per year.

SB 229-FN, relative to the sale of uninspected bison, red deer, and elk meat.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 229-FN allows retailers to sell uninspected bison, red deer, and elk meat if properly labeled and pur-
chased from producers. Retailers must keep purchase records for at least 90 days. The bill also removes 
the scheduled repeal of existing laws governing these sales, ensuring continued availability. The Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services states the bill will have no fiscal impact.

SB 230-FN, allowing microgrids that are in the public interest.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Watters for the committee.

SB 230-FN adds small modular reactors (SMRs) as a type of clean energy in New Hampshire’s energy 
regulations. The bill defines SMRs as compact nuclear reactors with a capacity of up to 300 MW. The bill 
also expands the definition of distributed energy resources to include SMRs. These resources help reduce 
electricity costs, improve grid stability, and manage power demand.

Senate Energy and Natural Resources
February 21, 2025
2025-0552s
06/11

Amendment to SB 230-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to electric utility restructuring and investment in distributed energy resources.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Paragraph; Electric Utility Restructuring; Definitions. Amend RSA 374-F:2 by inserting after para-
graph II the following new paragraph:

		  II-a “Small modular reactors” or “SMRs” means advanced nuclear reactors that have a power capacity 
of up to 300 MW per unit.

	 2 Electric Utility Investment in Distributed Energy Resources; Definitions. Amend RSA 374-G:2, I(b) to 
read as follows:
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			   (b) “Distributed energy resources” means energy storage, electric generation equipment including clean 
and renewable generation, including SMRs as defined in RSA 374-F:2, II-a, energy efficiency, demand 
response, load reduction or control programs, or technologies or devices located on or interconnected to the 
local electric distribution system for purposes including but not limited to reducing line losses, supporting 
voltage regulation, or peak load shaving, as part of a strategy for minimizing transmission and distribution 
costs as provided in RSA 374-F:3, III.

	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2025-0552s
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill:

	 I. Adds a definition of “small modular reactors” to the electric utility restructuring chapter.

	 II. Modifies the definition of “distributed energy resources” to include the new definition of “small modular 
reactors.”

SB 233-FN, establishing an energy reliability and large-scale storage task force.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Watters for the committee.

SB 233-FN creates an energy reliability and large-scale storage task force to explore ways to improve 
grid reliability using energy storage technologies. The task force will study current and future energy 
challenges, identify market barriers, and propose solutions for integrating storage systems in order to 
enhance grid stability and affordability. The task force will include legislators, energy experts, business 
representatives, and utility industry members. The task force must submit an interim report of its find-
ings and recommendations by December 1, 2025 and a final report on or before June 1, 2026.

Senate Energy and Natural Resources
February 20, 2025
2025-0544s
06/11

Amendment to SB 233-FN
Amend RSA 374-I:2, IV-VI as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  IV. The task force shall undertake the following duties:

			   (a) Investigate the current and growing electricity reliability challenges in the New Hampshire and 
New England markets.

			   (b) Identify the role of energy storage in addressing short-term and long-term reliability issues.

			   (c) Develop market-based solutions to incentivize the development and interconnection of large-scale 
energy storage systems designed to enhance reliability.

			   (d) Evaluate the use of an indexing storage credit model to incentivize storage market development.

		  V. The members of the task force shall elect a chairperson from among the members. The first meeting 
of the task force shall be called by the senate member. The first meeting of the task force shall be held within 
30 days of the effective date of this section. Five members of the task force shall constitute a quorum.

		  VI. The task force shall issue an interim report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legisla-
tion to the speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, 
the governor, and the state library on or before December 1, 2025 and a final report on or before June 1, 2026.

Amend the bill by deleting section 3 and renumbering the original sections 4-7 to read as 3-6, respectively.

	 6 Effective Date.

		  I. Paragraph I of section 5 shall take effect July 1, 2026.

		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

2025-0544s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill establishes the energy reliability and large-scale storage task force to develop market-based so-
lutions and programs for electric system reliability using energy storage. The bill also repeals RSA 374-H:3 
related to the department of energy investigation of energy storage.
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SB 234-FN, relative to the electric assistance program.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Watters for the committee.

SB 234-FN establishes an advisory council for the Electric Assistance Program and caps the system benefits 
charge at 2 mills per kilowatt-hour, with future adjustments based on inflation. The bill would transfer 
oversight of the Electric Assistance Program from the Public Utilities Commission to the Department of 
Energy. The system benefits charge helps fund discounted electricity rates for low-income households, with 
an expected revenue increase of $5.3 million annually. Due to the similarity of subject matter to SB236, the 
Energy and Natural Resources Committee has moved that SB 234-FN is inexpedient to legislate.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
SB 21-FN, relative to establishing a New Hampshire state trooper recruitment loan debt relief program and 
making an appropriation therefor.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

SB 21-FN establishes the New Hampshire state trooper school loan debt relief program. This bill is 
designed to help the New Hampshire State Police with trooper retention efforts. The committee amend-
ment clarified that the debt relief would begin on the first anniversary of employment and removed the 
provision that the disbursement would be tax free.

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 12, 2025
2025-0395s
02/06

Amendment to SB 21-FN
Amend RSA 106-B:1-a, II as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  II. Applicants shall be eligible for the program if they were hired as police employees on or after July 1, 
2025, and owe at least $10,000 in student loans. Applicants deemed eligible by the department of safety shall, 
no later than 30 days after their first year anniversary of employment, receive a disbursement towards their 
student loan debt principal in the amount of $10,000 for the first 5 years they remain police employees, up to a 
maximum total disbursement of $40,000. Applicants shall remain eligible for the program as long as they hold 
student loan debt during their first 5 years as police employees. Applicants with less than $10,000 in student 
loan debt after their first anniversary of employment shall receive prorated disbursements based on their re-
maining student loan principal debt. Such disbursements shall not be used to pay student loan interest.

SB 74-FN, relative to real property annual reporting requirements of state departments for permitting programs.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 74-FN requires all state departments administering permitting programs to annually report detailed 
information on their permitting activities to the Senate President, Speaker of the House, and relevant 
committee chairs. This bill would primarily affect the Department of Environmental Service’s wetland 
permitting, alteration of terrain permitting, and subsurface permitting programs.

SB 92-FN, relative to the collection of birth worksheet information.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator McGough for the committee.

SB 92-FN updates certain language regarding information collected by hospitals on the birth worksheet. The 
bill also states that the division of vital records shall not include certain personally identifiable information 
in the birth information released to the CDC. The committee amendment ensures that the clinical practice 
of recording one-minute APGAR scores, in addition to recording APGAR score at five and ten minutes.

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 12, 2025
2025-0400s
05/11

Amendment to SB 92-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Vital Records Administration; Completion of Birth Worksheet. Amend RSA 5-C:19, II(a)(3)(A) to read as 
follows:

					     (A) Current name and [maiden] name prior to first marriage or civil union.
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	 2 Vital Records Administration; Completion of Birth Worksheet. Amend RSA 5-C:19, II(a)(6)(L) to read as 
follows:

					     (L) The Apgar score, which is an evaluation of a newborn infant’s physical status, at one minute, 
[and] at 5 minutes, and at 10 minutes.

	 3 New Paragraph; Vital Records Administration; Completion of Birth Worksheet. Amend RSA 5-C:19 by 
inserting after paragraph XI the following new paragraph:

		  XII.(a) When the division of vital records administration releases information on a birth to the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC), it shall not include:

				    (1) The names of the mother, father, or baby;

				    (2) The birth month and day of the mother or father;

				    (3) Their medical record numbers; or

				    (4) Their residential address, mailing address if different from the residential address, or zip code.

			   (b) Notwithstanding subparagraph (a)(2), the division may release the mother and father’s birth year 
and the baby’s birth date to the CDC.

	 4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect June 30, 2026.

2025-0400s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill updates certain language regarding information collected by hospitals on the birth worksheet; 
revises the intervals for reporting Apgar scores; and states that the division of vital records shall not include 
certain personally identifiable information in the birth information released to the CDC.

SB 93-FN, relative to establishing an office of regulatory efficiency and oversight.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 93-FN establishes an Office of Regulatory Efficiency and Oversight. The bill was amended by replac-
ing the previous language and purpose to address an urgent need of the Office of Professional Licensure 
and certification. The amendment puts into statute a longstanding practice of allowing students who are 
enrolled and have completed their first year of a nursing program to be eligible to sit for the LNA exam, 
become a licensed LNA, and work while they continue their education.

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 12, 2025
2025-0403s
11/09

Amendment to SB 93-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to licensed nurse assistant (LNA) licensure application materials.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Submission of Documentation. Amend RSA 326-B:19, I to read as follows:

		  I. Submit documentation of successful completion and certification from a board approved nursing assis-
tant education program or submit documentation of successful completion of fundamentals of nursing 
curriculum or its equivalent from a board-approved nursing education program.

	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2025-0403s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill adds an additional option for material that can be submitted for LNA licensure.

SB 94, prohibiting municipal amendments to the state building code.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-1. Senator Reardon for the committee.
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SB 94 prohibits all local legislative bodies from adopting any new regulations that differ from the state 
building code. The Committee heard testimony that local amendments to the state building code can dis-
courage homebuilders from development in certain towns. The majority of the Committee felt that this 
bill was necessary given the ongoing housing crisis.

SB 95, relative to summer camp cabins and the state building code.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

SB 95 establishes specific requirements for summer camp cabins, including definitions, exemptions from 
stringent codes, and safety measures. The amendment helped to clarify code exemptions for summer camp 
cabins, as well as how they are codified under existing statutes.

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 19, 2025
2025-0504s
09/08

Amendment to SB 95
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to youth recreation camp cabins and the state building and fire codes.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Section; Youth Recreation Camp Cabins. Amend RSA 155-A by inserting after section 13 the fol-
lowing new section:

	 155-A:14 Youth Recreation Camp Cabins.

		  I. Residential cabins in youth recreation camps as defined in RSA 170-E:55 shall meet the applicable 
existing chapter in the state building code, provided however, that no new or renovated structures used 
as youth recreation camp cabins shall require automatic sprinkler systems. For purposes of this section 
only, all new residential facilities for youth summer recreation camps shall be limited to 2 stories above 
grade.

		  II. Residential cabins shall not be required to have electrical, mechanical, or plumbing. However, if a 
residential cabin does have such system the applicable state building code shall be followed.

	 2 New Paragraph; State Fire Code. Amend RSA 153:5 by inserting after paragraph VI the following new 
paragraph:

		  VII. Residential cabins in youth recreation camps as defined in RSA 170-E:55 shall meet the appli-
cable existing chapter in the state fire code, provided however, that no new or renovated structures used 
as youth recreation camp cabins shall require automatic sprinkler systems. For purposes of this section 
only, all new residential facilities for youth summer recreation camps shall be limited to 2 stories above 
grade.

	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2025-0504s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill exempts new residential cabins in youth recreation camps from being required to have auto-
matic sprinkler systems, and provides that the cabins also do not need to have electrical, mechanical, or 
plumbing systems, but if they do, such electrical, mechanical, or plumbing systems must comply with the 
state building code.

SB 180-FN, designating Coos county as a distressed place-based economy.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 3-1. Senator Reardon for the committee.

SB 180-FN designates Coos County as a distressed place-based economy and requires commissioners of 
state agencies to include input from county commissioners before making regulatory decisions that would 
affect Coos County. The amendment further clarifies when agency commissioners must report to Coos 
County regarding agency decisions that would result in an economic downturn and impact private sector 
job creation and economic development.
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Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 19, 2025
2025-0507s
02/05

Amendment to SB 180-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:

	 2 New Chapter; Coos County Established as Distressed Place-Based Economy. Amend RSA by inserting 
after chapter 162-T the following new chapter:

CHAPTER 162-U

COOS COUNTY ESTABLISHED AS DISTRESSED PLACE-BASED ECONOMY

	 162-U:1 Definitions. In this chapter:

		  I. “Place-based economy” means a tailored economic development response that uses a region’s unique 
characteristics to create and sustain growth. The goal is to improve the quality of life and economic vitality 
by building on its limited strengths and assets.

		  II. “Distressed” means an area that has a high rate of poverty, unemployment, or outmigration and is 
the most severely and persistently economically distressed and underdeveloped.

	 162-U:2 Regulatory Principle for Department Commissioners. Commissioners of state departments shall 
include county government input for any Coos County decisions impacting its place-based economy. Collab-
orative regulatory approaches with existing regional economic objectives shall minimize unintended economic 
impacts. To protect the health, safety, and economic welfare of Coos’ interdependent place-based economy, 
agencies shall seek to achieve statutory goals as effectively and efficiently as possible without imposing un-
necessary burdens on local governments. Failure to recognize differences in the scale and resources of these 
entities adversely affects competition in the marketplace, discourages innovation, and restricts productivity 
improvements to the economic landscape.

	 162-U:3 Application. To uphold the principles outlined in this chapter, the following actions apply solely 
to agency decisions that would result in an economic downturn and impact private sector entities desiring to 
engage in job creation and economic development activities as well as a decrease in local and state revenues. 
These actions do not apply to residential or unrelated regulatory permitting matters. Agency commissioners 
shall ensure that any management plans or decisions in Coos County promptly and thoroughly consider and 
avoid potential impacts on the regional economy and related local and state economic development plans. If 
a decision is found to negatively affect the region and is deemed unavoidable, commissioners must provide 
Coos County with a clear justification for the decision and develop mitigation measures for undermining 
revitalization investments to improve the economic performance.

SB 181-FN, relative to workers’ compensation for firefighters with cancer.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-0. Senator McGough for the committee.

SB 181-FN extends the presumption that heart or lung disease is occupationally related for firefighters 
absent clear and convincing evidence to the contrary. The bill also requires payment of workers’ compen-
sation benefits within a specified period of time in such cases. The committee amendment added vaping 
to go along with tobacco products when describing a “tobacco free lifestyle.”

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 19, 2025
2025-0506s
05/11

Amendment to SB 181-FN
Amend RSA 281-A:17, II(d) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

			   [(e)] (d) For the purposes of this section, a person lives a “tobacco free lifestyle” if he or she has not, 
within the past 6 months, used any tobacco or vaping product, including cigarettes, cigars, chewing tobacco, 
snuff, or pipe tobacco 4 or more times in a week, except in the case of religious or ceremonial use of tobacco, 
such as by Alaska natives or Native Americans.

SB 182, relative to the maternal mortality review committee.
Ought to Pass, Vote 3-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.
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SB 182 renames the Maternal Mortality Review Panel as the Maternal Mortality Review Committee 
and revises its membership. This bill provides for the Committee to be administered by the Department 
of Health and Human Services and facilitated by the New Hampshire Perinatal Quality Collaborative 
(NHPQC) affiliated with Dartmouth Health. The bill also revises the definition of “pregnancy-related 
death” by removing the exclusion of accidental or incidental causes. This bill is a request of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.

SB 185-FN, relative to office of professional licensure and certification investigations.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 185-FN puts time limitations on investigations conducted by the Office of Professional Licensure and 
Certification (OPLC) to allegations of professional misconduct. The committee amendment clarified in-
vestigation timelines and provided time for the OPLC to comply with new requirements.

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 19, 2025
2025-0512s
09/08

Amendment to SB 185-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Office of Professional Licensure and Certification; Complaints and Investigations. Amend RSA 310:9, II 
through III to read as follows:

		  II. Upon receipt of an allegation of professional misconduct, within 30 days, the office shall determine 
whether the allegation states a claim of professional misconduct on its face.

			   (a) If the office determines that the allegation does not state a claim, it shall make a recommendation 
to the board at its next regularly scheduled meeting for dismissal. The board shall review the office’s 
recommendation and dismiss the allegation if it agrees with the office’s recommendation. Each board shall 
dismiss a complaint if the board concludes that the allegations do not state a claim of professional misconduct.

			   (b) If the office determines that the allegation does state a claim on its face, the office shall proceed 
under paragraph III.

		  III. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the office shall investigate allegations of misconduct 
by licensees (a) upon its own initiative or (b) upon confirmation that a written complaint alleging misconduct 
of a licensed or unlicensed individual or entity of a profession regulated under the office should be investi-
gated. The office shall have 90 days to complete the investigation and report to the board at its next 
regularly scheduled meeting. If the investigation is incomplete, the board at its own discretion may 
either instruct the office to continue with its investigation or make a final determination on the 
claim within 60 days of receipt.

	 2 Effective Date.

		  I. RSA 310:9, III as inserted by section 1 of this act shall take effect March 1, 2026.

		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

SB 187-FN, adopting the dentist and dental hygienist compact.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 187-FN adopts the dentist and dental hygienist compact. During the public hearing the Committee was 
informed of a competing dental compact. The Committee felt that more work needed to be done on the compact, 
and that professionals and organizations in the industry should reach a compromise before the legislature acts.

SB 190, relative to the state health assessment and state health improvement plan advisory council and the 
commission on the interdisciplinary primary care workforce.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

SB 190 sets quorum requirements and requirements for certain members to be present at the physical 
location of the meeting, as well as other meeting requirements, for both the State Health Assessment and 
State Health Improvement Plan Advisory Council and the Commission on the Interdisciplinary Primary 
Care Workforce. The Committee heard testimony that this would help the Council and the Commission 
achieve quorum requirements.
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SB 191-FN, relative to registration of vehicles in a fleet of 25 or more.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 3-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 191-FN establishes a 5-year fleet vehicle registration program in the Division of Motor Vehicles for 
fleets of 25 vehicles or more. The Committee heard that there are technical issues to be fixed before the 
bill is ready to move forward.

SB 192, establishing a committee to study enhanced coordination between county correctional facilities, the 
department of corrections, and the department of health and human services.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 192 establishes a committee to study implementation of a justice system unique identification number, 
a unified client information system for justice agencies, and relevant data. The study committee will work 
to better understand and track trends of high utilizers, develop a unified offender information system for 
use by county jails, the Department of Corrections, the Parole Board, and supervision agencies including 
flags for behavioral health, treatment outcomes, and recidivism, and create data dashboards to respond 
to trends in real-time.

SB 197, relative to the medical supervision of the licensed registered nurse employed by the legislative facili-
ties committee.
Ought to Pass, Vote 3-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 197 removes supervision of the nurse employed by the Legislative Facilities Committee from the De-
partment of Health and Human Services and provides that the nurse shall act within the scope of practice 
provided by the Board of Nursing and RSA 326-B, the Nurse Practices Act. This bill is a request of the 
Department of Health and Human Services.

SB 199-FN, relative to establishing a new recruitment and retention program for new New Hampshire state 
troopers.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

SB 199-FN creates and enumerates the parameters for a new recruitment and retention program for new 
New Hampshire state troopers. The Committee felt this bill would help the New Hampshire State Police 
combat the shortage of state troopers.

SB 202, relative to Alzheimer’s disease and other related dementia training for first responders.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator McGough for the committee.

SB 202 adds a member of emergency medical services to the Subcommittee on Alzheimer’s Disease. The 
bill also adds a member of the Alzheimer’s Association to the Emergency Medical and Trauma Services 
Coordinating Board. The Committee heard testimony that this would help first responders better interact 
with the significant population of New Hampshire citizens who live with Alzheimer’s disease.

SB 286-FN, creating the New Hampshire office of film and creative media.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 286-FN establishes, and appropriates funds to staff, an Office of Film and Creative Media within the 
Department of Business and Economic Affairs. The bill also establishes businesses enterprise tax credits 
for qualifying film and motion picture companies.

FINANCE
SB 63-FN, relative to funding for the division of travel and tourism.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Lang for the committee.

SB 63-FN modifies the calculation of the Meals and Rooms Tax Revenue used to determine the budget 
for the Division of Travel and Tourism, including the Travel and Tourism Development Fund.

SB 196-FN, relative to the exemption from competitive bidding requirements for certain state agency projects.
Ought to Pass, Vote 6-0. Senator Watters for the committee.

SB 196-FN exempts certain agency projects of not more than $1 million from the Department of Admin-
istrative Services, Division of Public Works Design and Construction competitive bidding requirements. 
The current statue exempts such projects if the estimated total cost is not more than $500,000.
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HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
SB 36, relative to the collection and reporting of abortion statistics by health care providers and medical facilities.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Avard for the committee.

As introduced, this bill required the collection and reporting of abortion statistics by health care provid-
ers and medical facilities. Upon stakeholder collaboration, an amendment has been adopted to clarify 
that certain abortion statistics be reported and that the reporting requirement replaces a provision in 
the Fetal Life Protection Act stating that nothing in the subdivision shall be construed as creating or 
recognizing a right to abortion.

Senate Health and Human Services
February 20, 2025
2025-0530s
05/11

Amendment to SB 36
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Collection and Reporting of Abortion Statistics. RSA 329:49 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

	 329:49 Collection and Reporting of Abortion Statistics.

		  I. Any health care provider who performs an abortion as defined in RSA 132:32, I, shall report the fol-
lowing information in writing to the medical facility in which the abortion is performed:

			   (a) Date when the abortion was performed;

			   (b) County where the abortion was performed;

			   (c) Age group of the pregnant patient when the abortion was performed;

			   (d) Residence of patient as “in-state” or “out-of-state” when the abortion was performed;

			   (e) Method used to perform the abortion; and

			   (f) Estimated gestational age when the abortion was performed.

		  II. The aggregated report containing the information and data required by this section shall be transmit-
ted by the medical facility to the department of health and human services. These reports shall not identify 
the patient or health care provider by name or include other personally identifiable information.

		  III. The commissioner of the department of health and human services shall prepare from these data 
such aggregated statistical trends and tables with respect to maternal health, abortion methods, and estimated 
gestational age, and shall make an annual aggregated report thereof to the general court.

		  IV. The commissioner of health and human services shall adopt rules, pursuant to RSA 541-A, relative to:

			   (a) The form in which data shall be filed under paragraph I.

			   (b) The cadence of reporting from medical facilities.

			   (c) Confidentiality of data collected and disclosed under this section subject to the provisions of this 
section.

			   (d) Procedures and written requirements for obtaining, using, and protecting data provided by the 
department of health and human services under this section.

		  V. Any medical facility that willfully fails to comply with the provisions of this section shall be subject 
to an administrative fine of $100 for each business day of noncompliance.

	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2027.

2025-0530s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill requires the collection and reporting of certain abortion statistics by health care providers, medi-
cal facilities, and the department of health and human services. The reporting requirement replaces a provi-
sion in the fetal life protection act stating that nothing in the subdivision shall be construed as creating or 
recognizing a right to abortion.
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SB 118-FN, relative to the personal needs allowance of residents of nursing homes.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Birdsell for the committee.

This bill, a request of the Department of Health and Human Services, adjusts the personal needs allowance 
for nursing home residents to reflect social security increases on an annual basis, rather than the current 
five-year adjustment. An amendment, also at the request of the Department, was adopted to establish 
the Hampstead Hospital and Residential Treatment Facility Capital Investment Fund and make an ap-
propriation to fund certain leave accrual and retention payments for temporary classified staff positions 
at the Hampstead Hospital and residential treatment facility.

Senate Health and Human Services
February 20, 2025
2025-0529s
05/02

Amendment to SB 118-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to the personal needs allowance of residents of nursing homes; making an appropriation 
to the department of health and human services for Hampstead hospital and residential treatment 
facility staff; and establishing the Hampstead hospital and residential treatment facility capital 
investment fund.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:

	 2 Department of Health and Human Services; Hampstead Hospital and Residential Treatment Facility 
Staff Transitioning; Certain Leave Accrual and Supplemental Payments; Supplemental Appropriation. Not-
withstanding any other law to the contrary, the sum of $160,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, is 
hereby appropriated to the department of health and human services for the purposes of making certain leave 
accrual payments to temporary classified positions and any applicable bonus or retention payments prorated 
to the time worked in state service as part of staff transition at Hampstead hospital and residential treatment 
facility. This appropriation shall be nonlapsing and limited to the purposes of this section. The governor is 
authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

	 3 New Paragraph; Department of Health and Human Services; Hampstead Hospital and Residential Treat-
ment Facility; Establishing Fund. Amend RSA 126-A:5, by inserting after paragraph XXXVI the following 
new paragraph:

		  XXXVII. There is hereby established the Hampstead hospital and residential treatment facility capital 
investment fund. The department shall deposit revenue received through leasing Hampstead hospital and resi-
dential treatment facility or any other administrative activities into the fund. For the biennium ending June 
30, 2027, the department shall deposit all revenue into the fund up to a maximum amount of $3,000,000. Any 
funds in excess of such amount may be accepted with fiscal committee approval in accordance with RSA 14:30-
a or if already included in the biennial state operating budget. The fund shall be nonlapsing and continually 
appropriated to the commissioner for the purpose of supporting contractually required capital investments at 
Hampstead hospital and residential treatment facility and may not be transferred or used for any other purpose.

	 4 New Subparagraph; Application of Receipts; Hampstead Hospital and Residential Treatment Facility 
Capital Investment Fund. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after subparagraph (399) the following new 
subparagraph:

				    (400) Moneys deposited in the Hampstead hospital and residential treatment facility capital invest-
ment fund as established in RSA 126-A:5, XXXVII.

	 5 Effective Date.

		  I. Section 1 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2026.

		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

2025-0529s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill:

	 I. Adjusts the personal needs allowance for nursing home residents to reflect social security increases on 
an annual basis rather than the current 5-year adjustment.
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	 II. Makes an appropriation to the department of health and human services to fund certain leave accrual 
and retention payments for temporary classified staff positions at the Hampstead hospital and residential 
treatment facility.

	 III. Establishes the Hampstead hospital and residential treatment facility capital investment fund.

SB 121-FN, requiring notice to the insurance department of the discontinuance of certain types of insurance, 
including Medicare Advantage Plans.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Avard for the committee.

This bill, a request of the Insurance Department, will require insurance carriers to notify the Department 
when they cease writing an entire line of business or in certain circumstances regarding Medicare Advan-
tage Plans. This is intended to prevent confusion between the Department and carriers in the future. An 
amendment from the Insurance Department has been adopted to address concerns from carriers in the 
property and casualty space. Therefore, we recommend this bill ought to pass with amendment.

Senate Health and Human Services
February 6, 2025
2025-0303s
05/11

Amendment to SB 121-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 Discontinuance of Lines of Business; Notice Required. Amend RSA 402:84 to read as follows:

	 402:84 Discontinuance of Lines of Business; Notice Required.

		  I. Any licensed insurance company authorized to transact fire or casualty business in this state shall 
provide 120 days’ notice to the insurance department and its appointed agents of record in New Hampshire 
of the insurance company’s decision to cease writing an entire line of business. Any nonrenewal notices to 
affected policyholders shall be issued in accordance with applicable law, provided that the effective date of 
any such nonrenewals shall be at least 120 days after notice to the agents of record under this section.

		  II. Unless otherwise required, any licensed insurance company authorized to transact business 
in this state shall provide 120 days’ written notice to the insurance department of the insurance 
company’s decision to cease writing an entire line of business.

		  III. Any licensed insurance company offering Medicare Advantage Plans under Medicare Part 
C in this state shall provide 120 days’ written notice to the insurance department of the insurance 
company’s decision to modify or terminate its contract with the Centers for Medicare and Medic-
aid Services by mutual consent pursuant to 42 CFR 422.508, cease offering Medicare Advantage 
Plans in a particular county, or if it significantly modifies the offerings of its Medicare Advantage 
Plans. The insurance company shall notify the insurance department in writing, using the format 
prescribed by the commissioner.

2025-0303s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill requires an insurance company to provide notice to the insurance department of its decision to 
discontinue a line of business currently offered in the state. The bill also directs an insurance company of-
fering Medicare Advantage Plans to provide notice to the insurance department of its decision to terminate 
its contract with CMS, to cease offering Medicare Advantage Plans in a particular county, or to significantly 
modify the plans offered.

	 The bill is a request of the insurance department.

SB 122-FN, relative to financial eligibility for the Medicare savings program.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

This bill directs the Department of Health and Human Services to remove asset limits and increase 
income thresholds for the Medicare Savings Program and to submit any amendment to the State 
Medicaid Plan required for implementation. This will help ensure that the growing population of 
older adults in New Hampshire have access to affordable healthcare. Therefore, we recommend this 
bill ought to pass.



	 SENATE  JOURNAL  6  MARCH  2025	 115

SB 123-FN, requiring coverage of ear acupuncture as a treatment for substance misuse under the state 
Medicaid plan.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

This bill requires coverage of ear acupuncture as a treatment for substance misuse under the state Med-
icaid plan. This policy takes an important step in addressing the opioid crisis and ensuring that those 
struggling with substance misuse have access to all medical treatments we can identify and tools to help 
them thrive in recovery.

SB 126-FN, relative to notice of changes to provider contracts.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Birdsell for the committee.

This bill regulates the notice requirements regarding changes to contracts between health carriers and 
health care providers. The committee does not feel it is currently appropriate for the legislature to become 
involved with contracting between private entities in these circumstances.

SB 128-FN, relative to children’s mental health services for persons 18 years of age and younger.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Birdsell for the committee.

This bill creates a public-private partnership to fund the FAST Forward program. FAST Forward provides 
youth and family-driven wraparound services focused on keeping youth in their home community. This 
bill establishes an association to assess carriers both equitably and proportionately for children who could 
access FAST Forward on their respective plans. This will utilize federal, state, and private funding to 
both prioritize the health of children and save insurers money.

SB 129-FN, relative to establishing an uncompensated health care fund to be administered by the depart-
ment of insurance and assessed by a surcharge on commercial insurers, reinsurers, and trusts overseeing 
self-insured plans.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 4-0. Senator Avard for the committee.

This bill establishes an uncompensated health care fund to be administered by the Department of Insur-
ance and assessed by a surcharge on commercial insurers, reinsurers, and trusts overseeing self-insured 
plans. The prime sponsor of this bill requested the committee to recommend this bill inexpedient to leg-
islate, so that an identical bill can have the opportunity to move forward.

SB 130-FN, relative to insurance reimbursement for ambulance services.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Rochefort for the committee.

As amended, this bill establishes a commission to study delivery models for emergency medical services in 
the state of New Hampshire. The purpose of this commission is to complete a comprehensive assessment 
of emergency medical service delivery models throughout the state, identify common problems and their 
possible solutions, and understand what role, if any, the State should play in this area.

Senate Health and Human Services
February 12, 2025
2025-0402s
05/02

Amendment to SB 130-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 establishing a commission to study delivery models for emergency medical services in the state 
of New Hampshire.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Subdivision; Commission to Study Delivery Models for Emergency Medical Services. Amend RSA 
153-A by inserting after section 37 the following new subdivision:

Commission to Study Delivery Models for Emergency Medical Services

	 153-A:38 Commission to Study Delivery Models for Emergency Medical Services.

		  I. There is established a commission to study delivery models for emergency medical services in the state 
of New Hampshire.

		  II. Notwithstanding RSA 14:49, the members of the commission shall be as follows:
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			   (a) Three members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives. At least one member of each party shall be appointed, and at least one member representing Coos 
County shall be appointed.

			   (b) One member of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.

			   (c) A representative from the department of safety, appointed by the commissioner.

			   (d) A representative from the New Hampshire Fire Chiefs Association, appointed by the association.

			   (e) A representative from the New Hampshire Ambulance Association, appointed by the association.

			   (f) A representative from the Professional Firefighters of New Hampshire, appointed by the association.

			   (g) A representative from the New Hampshire Hospital Association, appointed by the association.

			   (h) A representative from the New Hampshire Municipal Association, appointed by the association.

			   (i) A representative from the New Hampshire Association of Counties, appointed by the association.

			   (j) A representative from AHIP, appointed by the association.

		  III. Legislative members of the commission shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending 
to the duties of the commission.

		  IV. The commission shall:

			   (a) Review the history and operation of emergency medical services delivery in New Hampshire and 
the current models adopted by municipalities in New Hampshire for emergency responses.

			   (b) Review the systems response to both emergency calls for assistance, unscheduled emergency 
transfers and non-emergency transfers.

			   (c) Identify the barriers to providing emergency medical services in New Hampshire, including access 
to EMS services in rural communities, interfacility transfers, and the provision of advanced life support.

			   (d) Examine what part or parts of the state could benefit from regional emergency medical services 
models of care.

			   (e) Identify recommendations to support and build sustainable emergency medical systems in New 
Hampshire.

		  V. The members of the study commission shall elect a chairperson from among the members. The first 
meeting of the commission shall be called by the first-named house member. The first meeting of the commis-
sion shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section. Four members of the commission shall 
constitute a quorum.

		  VI. The commission shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the 
speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the 
governor, the state library, and the New Hampshire Historical Society on before November 1, 2025.

	 2 Repeal. RSA 153-A:38 and the subdivision heading preceeding RSA 153-A:38, relative to the commission 
to study delivery models for emergency medical services, is repealed.

	 3 Effective Date.

		  I. Section 2 of this act shall take effect November 1, 2025.

		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

2025-0402s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill establishes a commission to study delivery models for emergency medical services in the state of 
New Hampshire.

SB 131-FN-A, relative to long-term care eligibility and making an appropriation therefor.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Rochefort for the committee.

This bill establishes provisional eligibility for Medicaid nursing facility services as part of the long-term 
care application process and makes an appropriation to the Department of Health and Human Services 



	 SENATE  JOURNAL  6  MARCH  2025	 117

for this purpose. This revolving fund will help alleviate the financial burden on nursing homes and the 
long-term care health system as a whole by making sure those applying for Medicaid nursing facility 
services are paid for while their applications are pending.

SB 132-FN, relative to health insurance coverage for prosthetics.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

This bill requires health insurance policies to provide coverage for adult activity specific prosthetics. The 
requirements would be for one activity specific prosthetic every 5 years, if needed, and medically neces-
sary. This is building upon legislation passed in 2024 and signed into law that provides this for children. 
Upon discussion and collaboration, an amendment has been adopted to reflect a compromise between 
stakeholders.

Senate Health and Human Services
February 20, 2025
2025-0533s
05/11

Amendment to SB 132-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Accident and Health Insurance; Coverage for Prosthetic Devices. Amend RSA 415:18-ff to read as follows:

	 415:18-ff Coverage for Prosthetic Devices [for Children].

		  I. Each insurer that issues or renews a policy of group or blanket accident or health insurance providing 
benefits for medical or hospital expenses shall provide coverage for prosthetic devices, including activity-specific 
prosthetic devices, for children under 19 years of age, who are residents of this state and covered by such insur-
ance. The insurer may limit coverage for activity-specific prosthetic devices to one activity-specific prosthetic 
device per plan year. Medically necessary prosthetic devices shall not be subject to any annual limits. Coverage 
under this section shall be subject to such other terms and conditions of the policy that may apply.

		  II. Each insurer that issues or renews a policy of group or blanket accident or health insurance 
providing benefits for medical or hospital expenses shall provide coverage for prosthetic devices, 
including activity-specific prosthetic devices, for individuals over 19 years of age, who are residents 
of this state and covered by such insurance. The insurer may limit coverage for activity-specific 
prosthetic devices to one activity-specific prosthetic device every 5 years. Medically necessary pros-
thetic devices shall not be subject to any annual limits. Coverage under this section shall be subject 
to such other terms and conditions of the policy that may apply.

		  [I.] III. Covered benefits shall include:

			   (a) All materials and components necessary to use the device;

			   (b) Instruction to the enrollee on using the device; and

			   (c) The repair or replacement of a prosthetic device that is determined medically necessary or is nec-
essary for maximizing the enrollee’s ability to engage in the specific activity.

		  [II.] IV. In this section:

			   (a) “Prosthetic” means an artificial substitute for a body part for functional or therapeutic purposes.

			   (b) “Activity-specific prosthetic device” means a prosthetic device designed to allow an individual to 
participate in a specific activity that could damage the residual limb or everyday prosthesis, or when the 
everyday prosthesis would not function effectively to perform that specified activity.

		  [III.] V. This section shall not apply to plans available through the Small Business Health Options Pro-
gram (SHOP).

	 2 Coverage for Certain Prosthetic Devices. Amend RSA 415:18-n, I to read as follows:

		  I. Each insurer that issues or renews any policy of group accident or health insurance providing benefits 
for medical or hospital expenses, except for supplemental policies covering a specified disease or other limited 
benefit, shall provide to each group, or to the portion of each group comprised of certificate holders of such 
insurance who are residents of this state and whose principal place of employment is in this state, coverage 
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for benefits for prosthetic devices under the same terms and conditions that apply to other durable medical 
equipment covered under the policy, except as otherwise provided in this section and except as otherwise 
provided in RSA 415:18-ff.

	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2026.

SB 133-FN, relative to the designation of emergency medical services performed by ambulance service provid-
ers as essential services.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

This bill provides that ambulance service providers are essential service providers for purposes of emer-
gency management at the state and local level. This simple change will specify their role in emergency 
management and account for the fact that ambulance service providers are often the first to arrive at 
emergency scenes along with other first responders. Therefore, we recommend this bill ought to pass.

SB 137-FN, relative to hospital stays covered under the state Medicaid plan.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

This bill directs the Department of Health and Human Services to establish an administrative day rate 
and swing bed rate for certain types of hospital stays, including minimum stays under the state Medicaid 
program for mothers of newborns experiencing neonatal opioid withdrawal syndrome. This bill is intended 
to assist in implementing the evidence based eat-sleep-console treatment for newborns who were exposed 
to opioids while in utero. A committee amendment was adopted to ensure this bill is applying to this 
specific population of patients.

Senate Health and Human Services
February 6, 2025
2025-0305s
05/09

Amendment to SB 137-FN
Amend RSA 126-A:18-c, I(a)(1) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

				    (1) An appropriate placement outside the hospital is not available; and

2025-0305s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill directs the department of health and human services to establish an administrative day rate and 
swing bed rate under the state Medicaid plan for certain hospital stays for parents of newborns.

SB 246-FN, providing maternal depression screening for new mothers, increasing access to health care services 
for new mothers, and relative to job protection within the employer-sponsored New Hampshire paid family 
and medical leave plan.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

This bill provides maternal depression screening for new mothers; makes an appropriation to the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services for a perinatal psychiatric provider consult line and to the Department 
of Safety for rural maternal health EMS services; directs the Department of Health and Human Services 
to study barriers to independent birth centers; requires insurance coverage for perinatal home visiting 
services; expands employee protection to attend medical appointments for postpartum care and an infant’s 
medical appointments; and directs the Department of Health and Human Services to develop a plan for 
a perinatal peer support certification program. This collaborative effort among stakeholders builds on 
momentum made by previous legislation in supporting mothers and families throughout New Hampshire.

Senate Health and Human Services
February 20, 2025
2025-0534s
05/02

Amendment to SB 246-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 providing maternal depression screening for new mothers; increasing access to health care ser-
vices for new mothers; enabling new parents to attend infant pediatric medical appointments; and 
developing a plan for perinatal peer support certification.
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Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Short Title. This act shall be known as the “The New Hampshire Momnibus 2.0”.

	 2 Statement of Findings. The general court hereby finds that:

		  I. New Hampshire is facing serious gaps in maternal health and wellness and continues to face threats 
to the fragile maternal health ecosystem.

		  II. The New Hampshire maternal mortality committee determined that 76.1 percent of New Hampshire 
pregnancy-related deaths were preventable.

		  III. Nationwide, data show that 53 percent of pregnancy-related deaths occurred between one day to one 
year after pregnancy.

		  IV. New Hampshire has a high prevalence of depression, anxiety, and behavioral health conditions, 
including substance overdose, a leading cause of maternal mortality.

		  V. The majority of maternal deaths as the result of an overdose have connections to prior mental health 
conditions.

		  VI. Seventy-eight percent of New Hampshire moms worked during pregnancy, and 62 percent of New 
Hampshire moms plan to return or return to the workforce after giving birth.

	 3 New Section; Maternal Mental Health Screening. Amend RSA 126-A by inserting after section 101 the 
following new section:

	 126-A:101-a Maternal Mental Health Screening.

		  I. The department of health and human services shall cover maternal depression screenings at well-child 
visits under the state Medicaid program. The department shall recommend that health care providers screen 
mothers for maternal depression at all well-child visits.

		  II. The department is authorized to use the following Medicaid coverage categories to reimburse depres-
sion screening:

			   (a) Early and periodic screening, diagnostic, and treatment services.

			   (b) As an assessment under the mother’s Medicaid identification number.

			   (c) As a risk assessment under the infant’s Medicaid identification number.

		  III. As used in this section, “maternal depression screening” means screening tools for maternal mental 
health that are consistent with current standard of care and under the supervision of a certified health care 
provider.

	 4 New Section; Maternal Depression Screening Coverage. Amend RSA 417-D by inserting after section 2-c 
the following new section:

	 417-D:2-d Maternal Depression Screening Coverage.

		  I. Each health carrier that issues or renews any group policy, plan, or contract of accident or health 
insurance providing benefits for medical or hospital expenses, shall provide to certificate holders of such in-
surance coverage for maternal depression screening.

		  II. Covered benefits shall include:

			   (a) Periodic prenatal and postpartum depression screening of the pregnant and postpartum patient 
under the patient’s plan.

			   (b) Periodic maternal depression screening for the mother of a child at the child’s one month, 2 month, 
4 month, and 6 month well-child visits under the child’s plan.

			   (c) Instruction to the mother on the results of screening and referral to mental health and/or com-
munity based resources.

		  III. In this section:

			   (a) “Maternal depression screening” means any and all screening tools for maternal mental health 
that is consistent with current standard of care and under the supervision of a certified health care provider.
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			   (b) “Pregnant or postpartum patient” is defined as is a individual who:

				    (1) Is pregnant or within 12 months of giving birth; or

				    (2) Has lost a pregnancy or relinquished an infant for adoption within the previous 12 months.

		  IV. This section shall not apply to plans available through the Small Business Health Options Program 
(SHOP).

	 5 Appropriation; Department of Health and Human Services; Perinatal Psychiatric Provider Consult Line. 
The sum of $275,000 for fiscal year ending June 30, 2026, and $275,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
2027 is hereby appropriated to the department of health and human services to support the establishment 
of a perinatal psychiatric provider consult line. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sums 
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

	 6 Appropriation; Rural Maternal Health EMS Services. The sum of $75,000 for fiscal year ending June 30, 
2026, and the sum of $75,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, is hereby allocated to the department 
of safety to support rural maternal health EMS services. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for 
said sums out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

	 7 Appropriation: Department of Health and Human Services; Reduction of Barriers for Independent Birth 
Centers; Agency Study and Report. The sum of $30,000 for fiscal year ending June 30, 2026, is hereby appro-
priated to the department of health and human services to utilize existing contracts to additionally examine 
barriers to the sustainability of independent birth centers in New Hampshire and identify ways to reduce 
burdens and encourage their sustainability. The department shall report its findings and recommendations, 
including any necessary legislation and rulemaking changes, to the senate president, the speaker of the house 
of representatives, the governor, the house clerk, and the senate clerk on or before June 30, 2026.

	 8 New Sections; Women’s Health Care. Amend RSA 417-D by inserting after section 2-d the following new 
sections:

	 417-D:2-e Coverage of Perinatal Mental Health and Substance Use Treatment.

		  I. Any group health plan or health insurance issuer offering group health insurance coverage, that pro-
vides benefits with respect to mental health and substance use disorders treatment furnished to a perinatal 
individual enrolled under such plan or coverage, may choose to waive copayment for such services.

		  II. For a health care contract that meets the definition of a “high deductible plan” set forth in 26 U.S.C. 
section 223(c)(2), this requirement shall apply only after the enrollee has satisfied the minimum deductible 
under section 223 for the year, except with respect to items or services that are preventive care pursuant to 
section 223(c)(2)(C) of the federal Internal Revenue Code, in which case paragraph I shall apply regardless 
of whether the minimum deductible under section 223 has been satisfied.

		  III. In this section:

			   (a) “Perinatal individual” shall refer to an individual who:

				    (1) Is pregnant or is within 12 months of giving birth;

				    (2) Is a biological parent or an adoptive or foster parent who is within 12 months from assuming 
custodial care of a child; or

				    (3) Has lost a pregnancy or relinquished an infant for adoption within the previous 12 months.

			   (b) “Substance use treatment” and “substance use disorder services” mean health care services that 
are provided to a covered person as treatment for an addictive substance-related condition, not including 
treatment for any condition related to tobacco use.

	 417-D:2-f Coverage of Perinatal Home Visiting Services.

		  I. Each health carrier that issues or renews any group policy, plan, or contract of accident or health 
insurance providing benefits for medical or hospital expenses, shall provide certificate holders of such insur-
ance coverage for home visiting services for pregnant and postpartum women who do not otherwise qualify.

		  II. Covered benefits shall include:

			   (a) Home visiting services for pregnant and postpartum women up to 12 months post birth of a child 
provided by a qualified health professional with maternal and pediatric health training.
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			   (b) Instruction, resource referral, and materials necessary to home visiting care.

		  III. In this section, “home visiting services” includes evidence-based, voluntary home or community-based 
services for mothers and caregivers with newborns aimed at improving maternal and child health, including 
but limited to:

			   (a) Screenings for unmet health needs;

			   (b) Maternal and infant nutritional needs;

			   (c) Emotional health supports, including postpartum depression supports; and

			   (d) Resource and referral.

	 9 New Section; Expand Employee Protection to Attend Pregnancy Appointments to Postpartum and Fertil-
ity Appointments. Amend RSA 275 by inserting after section 37-e the following new section:

	 275:37-f Leave of Absence to Attend Medical Appointments for Childbirth, Postpartum Care, and Infant 
Pediatric Medical Appointments.

	 No employer with 20 employees or more, shall deny an employee leave from work up to a total of 25 
hours to attend the employee’s own medical appointments for childbirth, postpartum care, or the em-
ployee’s child’s pediatric medical appointments within the first year of the child’s birth or adoption. In the 
case where both parents of a child are employees of the same employer, the parents collectively may take 
unpaid leave according to this section, for a total of 25 hours in their child’s first year. An employer is not 
required to pay an employee for any time taken as leave pursuant to this section. However, an employee 
shall be permitted to substitute any accrued vacation time or other appropriate paid leave for any leave 
taken pursuant to this section. When the employee returns from their own or their child’s health appoint-
ments, that employee’s original job shall be made available to the employee by the employer. An employee 
who wishes to request leave under this section shall provide reasonable notice to the employer prior to the 
leave and make a reasonable effort to schedule the leave so as not to unduly disrupt the operations of the 
employer. An employer may ask for documentation from the employee to ensure the time is being used for 
its intended purpose.

	 10 Department of Health and Human Services; Perinatal Peer Support. The department of health and hu-
man services shall study how to operationalize a perinatal peer support certification program and determine 
best practices for perinatal peer support. The department shall provide a report of their findings to the senate 
president, speaker of the house of representatives, the senate clerk, house clerk, and governor no later than 
November 1, 2026.

	 11 Effective Date.

		  I. Sections 4, 8, and 9 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2026.

		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

2025-0534s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill provides maternal depression screening for new mothers; makes an appropriation to the depart-
ment of health and human services for a perinatal psychiatric provider consult line and to the department 
of safety for rural maternal health EMS services; directs the department of health and human services to 
study barriers to independent birth centers; requires insurance coverage for perinatal home visiting services; 
expands employee protection to attend medical appointments for postpartum care and an infants medical ap-
pointments; and directs the department of health and human services to develop a plan for a perinatal peer 
support certification program.

SB 255-FN, establishing and developing crisis stabilization services.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Avard for the committee.

This bill creates a trust fund to promote awareness of behavioral health crisis service systems, creates a 
commission to oversee that trust fund, and establishes a crisis services telecommunications surcharge. 
This will ensure the viability of 988 crisis call centers by establishing a sustainable funding source. An 
amendment has been adopted upon stakeholder collaboration.



122	 SENATE  JOURNAL  6  MARCH  2025

Senate Health and Human Services
February 21, 2025
2025-0547s
07/05

Amendment to SB 255-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Subparagraph; State Treasurer and State Accounts; Application of Receipts. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b) 
by inserting after subparagraph (399) the following new subparagraph:

				    (400) Moneys deposited in the 988 trust fund as established in RSA 135-C:70.

	 2 New Paragraph; Public Health; New Hampshire Mental Health Services System; Definitions. Amend 
RSA 135-C:2 by inserting after paragraph X the following new paragraph:

		  X-a. “National Suicide Prevention Lifeline” or “988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline” means the national 
network of local crisis hotline centers that provide free and confidential support to people in suicidal crisis 
or other behavioral health crisis 24 hours per day, 7 days per week, via a toll-free telephone hotline number 
that receives calls made through the 988 system.

	 3 New Paragraphs; Public Health; New Hampshire Mental Health Services System; Definitions. Amend 
RSA 135-C:2 by inserting after paragraph XVI the following new paragraphs:

		  XVII. “988” means the 3-digit telephone number designated by the Federal Communications Commission 
for the purpose of connecting individuals experiencing a behavioral health crisis with counselors trained in 
suicide prevention and behavioral health crisis and with the capacity to connect callers to behavioral health 
crisis services through the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline network.

		  XVIII. “988 Administrator” means the Administrator of the national 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline 
system maintained by the Assistant Secretary for Mental Health and Substance Use.

		  XIX. “988 center” means a center operating on a county or regional basis in New Hampshire and par-
ticipating in the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline network to respond to statewide or regional 988 calls, 
chats, and texts.

	 4 New Sections; Public Health; New Hampshire Mental Health Services System. Amend RSA 135-C by 
inserting after section 69 the following new sections:

	 135-C:70 988 Trust Fund; Fund Established.

		  I. There is hereby established in the state treasury the 988 trust fund that shall be kept distinct and 
separate from all other funds. The 988 trust fund consists of:

			   (a) Revenues from the 988 coordinated crisis services telecommunications surcharge established under 
RSA 135-C:74;

			   (b) Appropriations made by the general court;

			   (c) Federal funds allocated to the state to implement the 988 suicide prevention and behavioral health 
crisis system;

			   (d) Gifts, grants, and donations to the fund from public and private sources; and

			   (e) Moneys deposited into the fund from other sources.

		  II. The state treasurer shall be the trustee of the trust fund, and shall invest the trust fund in accordance 
with RSA 6:8. Any earnings on trust fund moneys shall be added to the trust fund. All moneys in the trust 
fund shall be nonlapsing and shall be continually appropriated to the state treasury. The state treasurer shall 
disburse funds from the trust fund solely for the purposes and in the manner set forth in RSA 135-C:71.

		  III. Moneys in the 988 trust fund may only be used for expenses that are not:

			   (a) Reimbursed through Medicaid, Medicare, federal or state-regulated health insurance plans, dis-
ability insurers, and programs or funding not otherwise covered by another entity, including municipal or 
county programs; and

			   (b) Covered because the service recipient’s name and health coverage information cannot be obtained 
or billed.
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		  III-a. Moneys in the 988 trust fund originating from the 988 coordinated crisis services telecommunica-
tions surcharge shall only be used to fund the equipment, communications services, and direct costs for crisis 
hotline center personnel for 988 call-taking and appropriate call routing for 988 centers.

		  IV. The department of health and human services shall provide an annual report of deposits into and 
expenditures from the 988 trust fund to the health and human services oversight committee, the speaker 
of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the governor, 
and to the Federal Communications Commission. The report shall include all revenue generated by the 988 
coordinated crisis services telecommunications surcharge established under RSA 135-C:74.

		  V. A local or municipal government may not impose a tax, fee or surcharge on telecommunications ser-
vices for 988 services.

	 135-C:71 988 Trust Fund; Management and Distribution of Funds.

		  I. The commissioner of the department of health and human services, in consultation with the behavioral 
health crisis services advisory commission established in RSA 135-C:72, shall administer the 988 trust fund 
established in RSA 135-C:70. The commissioner shall draw from the 988 trust fund for qualifying purposes 
under paragraph II.

		  II. The purpose of the 988 trust fund shall be to establish, operate, maintain, promote awareness of, and 
improve 988 and the behavioral health crisis services system. The 988 trust fund shall be expended to offset 
costs that are or can be reasonably attributed to:

			   (a) Implementing, maintaining, and improving the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline including 
staffing and technological infrastructure enhancements necessary to achieve operational and clinical standards 
and best practices set forth by the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline;

			   (b) Provision of acute behavioral health, mobile crisis response teams, and receiving and stabilization 
services by directly responding to the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline;

			   (c) Personnel for the 988 centers and acute mental health, mobile crisis response teams, and stabi-
lization services, which should include individuals that reflect the demographics of the community served 
and have specialized training to serve at risk communities, including culturally and linguistically competent 
services for LGBTQIA+ individuals, children, youth, and young people, and racially, ethnically, and linguisti-
cally diverse communities;

			   (d) Provision of data, reporting, participation in evaluations and related quality improvement activities 
as required by the 988 administrator, department of health and human services, and the general court; and

			   (e) Administration, oversight, and evaluation of the fund.

	 135-C:72 Behavioral Health Crisis Services Advisory Commission Established.

		  I. There is hereby established a behavioral health crisis services advisory commission.

		  II. Notwithstanding RSA 14:49, the commission shall consist of the following members:

			   (a) The state treasurer, or designee.

			   (b) One member of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives.

			   (c) One member of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.

			   (d) The commissioner of the department of health and human services, or designee.

			   (e) The director of the department of safety, division of emergency services and communications 
(“E911”), or designee.

			   (f) The commissioner of the insurance department, or designee.

			   (g) One representative from the National Alliance on Mental Illness of New Hampshire, appointed by 
that organization.

			   (h) One representative of the New Hampshire Community Behavioral Health Association, appointed 
by the association.

			   (i) One representative of the New Hampshire Hospital Association, appointed by the association.
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			   (j) One representative of New Futures, appointed by the organization.

			   (k) One representative from each of New Hampshire’s 2 centers participating in the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline network.

			   (l) One representative of America’s Health Insurance Plans (AHIP), appointed by the association.

			   (m) One representative of community health centers appointed by the Bi-State Primary Care Association.

			   (n) One representative from the New Hampshire Psychological Association, appointed by that orga-
nization.

		  III. Members appointed under subparagraphs (b) through (c) shall serve a term coterminous with their 
term in office, or for 2 years, whichever is shorter. Members appointed under subparagraphs (g) through (n) 
shall serve 2 years, or until a successor is appointed and qualified in the case of a vacancy, and shall be eli-
gible for reappointment at the end of their term. The term of office for all other members shall be coterminous 
with the term of office for the position that qualifies that member to serve on the advisory council. A vacancy 
shall be filled in the same manner, but only for the unexpired term. The advisory commission shall elect a 
chairperson every year with no person serving as chairperson for more than 2 consecutive one-year terms.

		  IV. Each member of the advisory commission shall have one vote, with all actions being taken by an 
affirmative vote of the majority of present members. Eight members shall constitute a quorum.

		  V. Legislative members shall receive the receive mileage at the legislative rate while attending to the 
duties of the commission.

		  VI. Meetings of the advisory commission shall be conducted in accordance with RSA 91-A and take place 
no less than 4 times per year.

		  VII. The department of health and human services shall provide administrative support to the advisory 
commission.

	 135-C:73 Behavioral Health Crisis Services Advisory Commission; Duties. The behavioral health crisis 
services advisory commission established in RSA 135-C:72 shall be responsible for:

		  I. Consulting with and advising the commissioner of the department of health and human services on 
the administration and management of the 988 trust fund under RSA 135-C:70, and advise and make recom-
mendations on expenditures from that fund under RSA 135-C:71.

		  II. Advising and making recommendations to the governor, general court, department of health and 
human services, and other necessary stakeholders on strategies to support and fund the behavioral health 
crisis system.

		  III. Overseeing and making recommendations about the provision of 988 and behavioral health crisis 
services throughout the state.

	 135-C:74 988 Coordinated Crisis Services Telecommunications Surcharge Established.

		  I. In compliance with the National Suicide Hotline Designation Act of 2020, and by recommendation of 
the commission on behavioral health crisis services, the equipment, communications services, and direct costs 
for crisis hotline center personnel for 988 call-taking and appropriate call routing for 988 centers shall be 
funded, in part, through a surcharge to be levied upon each residence and business telephone exchange line, 
including PBX trunks and Centrex lines, each individual commercial mobile radio service number and each 
VoIP service number with a place of primary use within New Hampshire, and each semi-public and public 
coin and public access line.

			   (a) For purposes of this subparagraph, “place of primary use” shall have the same meaning as the 
definition contained in 4 U.S.C. section 124(8). No such surcharge shall be imposed upon more than 25 busi-
ness telephone exchange lines, including PBX trunks and Centrex lines, or more than 25 commercial mobile 
radio service exchange lines or VoIP service lines or channels per customer billing account. No other services 
shall be funded using revenue from the 988 coordinated crisis services telecommunications surcharge.

		  II. In the case of local exchange telephone companies, the surcharge shall be contained within tariffs or 
rate schedules filed with the public utilities commission and shall be billed on a monthly basis by each local 
exchange telephone company.
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		  III. In the case of an entity which provides commercial mobile radio service the surcharge shall be billed 
to each customer on a monthly basis and shall not be subject to any state or local tax; the surcharge shall be 
collected by the commercial mobile radio service provider, and may be identified on the customer’s bill. For 
prepaid commercial mobile radio service, the provisions of paragraph VI of this section shall apply.

		  IV. In the case of a VoIP provider, the surcharge shall be billed to each customer on a monthly basis 
and shall not be subject to any state or local tax; the surcharge shall be collected by the VoIP provider, and 
may be identified on the customer’s bill.

		  V. Each local exchange telephone company, VoIP service provider, or entity which provides commercial 
mobile radio service, including prepaid commercial mobile radio service except as otherwise provided in 
subparagraph VI (i), shall remit the surcharge amounts on a monthly basis to the department of health and 
human services, which shall be forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit in the 988 trust fund. The state 
treasurer shall disburse funds from the 988 trust fund solely for the purposes and in the manner set forth in 
RSA 135-C:71. 988 coordinated crisis services telecommunications surcharge revenue shall be used to supple-
ment any federal, state or local funding for suicide prevention or behavioral health crisis services. Surcharge 
amounts shall be reviewed after the budget has been approved or modified, and if appropriate, new tariffs or 
rate schedules shall be filed with the public utilities commission reflecting the surcharge amount.

		  VI. Prepaid commercial mobile radio service.

			   (a) In this paragraph:

				    (1) “Consumer” means a natural person or any other person who purchases prepaid commercial 
mobile radio service in a retail transaction.

				    (2) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of the department of health and human services.

				    (3) “Division” means the division of behavioral health of the department of health and human services.

				    (4) “Entity” means a natural person or any other person, including any firm, corporation, partner-
ship, or business organization.

				    (5) “Provider” means an entity that provides prepaid commercial mobile radio service pursuant to 
a license issued by the Federal Communications Commission.

				    (6) “Retail transaction” means the purchase of prepaid commercial mobile radio service from a seller 
for any purpose other than resale.

				    (7) “Seller” means an entity, including a provider, who sells prepaid commercial mobile radio service 
to a consumer.

			   (b) There is hereby imposed a prepaid commercial mobile radio service 988 coordinated crisis services 
telecommunications surcharge that shall be levied on each retail transaction sourced to New Hampshire. The 
amount of the surcharge levied for each retail transaction shall be the same as the surcharge imposed under 
RSA 135-C:74, I.

			   (c) For purposes of subparagraph (b), a retail transaction is sourced to New Hampshire:

				    (1) If the transaction occurs in person at a seller’s location in New Hampshire; or

				    (2) If subparagraph (1) does not apply, the prepaid commercial mobile radio service is evidenced 
by a physical item, such as a card, and the purchaser provides a New Hampshire delivery address for such 
item; or

				    (3) If subparagraphs (1) and (2) do not apply, the consumer gives a New Hampshire address during 
the consummation of the sale, including the address associated with the consumer’s payment instrument if 
no other address is available, and the address is not given in bad faith; or

				    (4) If subparagraphs (1)-(3) do not apply, the consumer’s mobile telephone number is associated 
with a postal zip code, telephone area code, or location within New Hampshire.

			   (d) The prepaid commercial mobile radio service 988 coordinated crisis services telecommunications 
surcharge shall be collected by the seller from the consumer with respect to each retail transaction sourced 
to New Hampshire. The amount of the surcharge shall be either separately stated on an invoice, receipt, or 
other similar document that is provided by the seller to the consumer, or otherwise disclosed to the consumer.



126	 SENATE  JOURNAL  6  MARCH  2025

			   (e) The seller shall be liable to remit all charges required by this paragraph that are collected from con-
sumers, including all such charges that the seller is deemed to collect where the amount of the surcharge has not 
been separately stated on an invoice, receipt, or other similar document provided by the seller to the consumer.

			   (f) The prepaid commercial mobile radio service 988 coordinated crisis services telecommunications 
surcharge shall not be subject to any other state or local tax.

			   (g) If a minimal amount of prepaid commercial mobile radio service is sold with a prepaid mobile device for 
a single, non-itemized price, then the seller may elect not to apply the surcharge to such transaction. For purposes 
of this subparagraph, an amount of service denominated as 10 minutes or less, or $5 or less, is minimal.

			   (h) A seller may deduct and retain 3 percent of the prepaid commercial mobile radio service 988 co-
ordinated crisis services telecommunications surcharges that are collected by the seller from consumers.

			   (i) A seller having less than 150 retail transactions in a calendar quarter and who has not collected the 
surcharge on such transactions shall not be required to remit the surcharge on those transactions, provided 
that the seller:

				    (1) Submits a certification to the department of health and human services, not later than the 15th 
day following such quarter, that the seller had less than 150 retail transactions in such quarter and did not 
collect the surcharge; and

				    (2) Submits with such certification copies of invoices, receipts, or other similar documentation es-
tablishing the number of retail transactions in such quarter.

			   (j) Whenever lawful, providers and sellers of prepaid commercial mobile radio service shall put forth 
reasonable good faith efforts to cooperate with and provide timely and reasonable assistance to the division, 
its 988 centers, in connection with locating the source of any emergency 988 call. In such instances, providers 
and sellers of prepaid commercial mobile radio service shall not be liable for damages to any person resulting 
from or incurred in connection with the provision of such lawful assistance.

			   (k) Beginning on January 1, 2026, prepaid commercial mobile radio service providers shall report an-
nually to the division the total number of active prepaid commercial mobile radio service customers in New 
Hampshire. For purposes of such report, “active prepaid commercial mobile radio service customers” shall 
include all prepaid commercial mobile radio service customers with a New Hampshire telephone number on 
the date of the report, or if account balance information is not available, otherwise determined not to be active 
by comparable data. All information submitted to the division by a provider shall be considered proprietary 
and confidential and shall not be considered a public record under RSA 91-A.

		  VII.(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, and except as otherwise provided in RSA 82-A, the 
records and files of the department, related to this section, are confidential and privileged. Neither the depart-
ment of health and human services, nor any employee of the department, nor any other person charged with 
the custody of such records or files, nor any vendor or any of its employees to whom such information becomes 
available in the performance of any contractual services for the department shall disclose any information 
obtained from the department’s records, files, or returns or from any examination, investigation, or hearing, 
nor may any such employee or person be required to produce any such information for the inspection of any 
person or for the use in any action or proceeding except as provided in this paragraph.

			   (b) The following exceptions shall apply to this paragraph:

				    (1) Delivery to the surcharge collector or its representative of a copy of any return or other papers 
filed by the surcharge collector.

				    (2) Disclosure of department records, files, returns, or information in a New Hampshire state judicial 
or administrative proceeding pertaining to administration of the surcharge where the information is directly 
related to an issue in the proceeding regarding the surcharge under this section, or the surcharge collector 
whom the information concerns is a party to such proceeding, or the information concerns a transactional 
relationship between a person who is a party to the proceeding and the taxpayer.

				    (3) Disclosure to the department of revenue administration of records, files, and information required 
by the department of revenue administration to administer the communications services tax pursuant to RSA 
82-A and to assist the bureau in its administration of RSA 135-C:71.

				    (4) Disclosure of department records, files, and information to the legislative budget assistant, when 
requested by the legislative budget assistant pursuant to RSA 14:31, IV.
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		  VIII. Any information or records compiled under this chapter shall not be considered a public record for 
the purposes of RSA 91-A regardless of the use of such information.

		  IX. The commissioner is authorized to charge a penalty not to exceed $1,000, plus interest of 18 percent 
per year, on surcharge receipts that are more than 90 days in arrears, which penalty and interest shall be 
forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit in the 988 trust fund.

	 5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 30 days after its passage.

2025-0547s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill:

	 I. Creates a trust fund to promote awareness of behavioral health crisis service systems.

	 II. Creates a commission to oversee the behavioral health crisis service system trust fund.

	 III. Establishes a crisis services telecommunications surcharge.

SB 256-FN, relative to the affordability and safety of clinician administered drugs.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Rochefort for the committee.

SB 256 and the proposed amendment addresses the practice of “brown bagging”, where a pharmacy sends 
medicine directly to the patient, who then brings it into a medical facility, often for infusion. The bill would 
have prohibited payers from requiring “brown bagging”, as it requires the patient to be responsible for 
the safe storage and transportation of their pharmaceuticals until they are used. The alternative, “white 
bagging”, has the drug sent directly to the medical facility. There are pros and cons to each method, bal-
ancing cost, convenience, safety, and effectiveness. The committee recognizes this is a complex issue that 
both has merits and administrative and clinical concerns. By re-referring the bill, we can work with the 
pharmacies, health care providers, insurances companies, and various state agencies to reach a consensus 
and craft appropriate limits that best serves New Hampshire patients.

JUDICIARY
SB 41-FN, changing the reckless driving minimum penalties.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Altschiller for the committee.

Senate Bill 41-FN was a request of the New Hampshire Department of Safety to enhance the penalties 
for reckless driving. Those operating at speeds at or exceeding 100 miles per hour shall be fined $750 
and subject to license revocation for 90 days, while subsequent offenses carry larger fines and revocation 
for up to one year.

SB 48-FN, relative to competency to stand trial for certain offenses.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 4-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

Senate Bill 48-FN sought to permit the dismissal of charges with prejudice for certain violations and class 
B misdemeanors in the event a defendant was found incompetent for trial. Members of the Committee 
had reservations toward the lack of a restoration process and were concerned with the bill’s potential 
efficacy and found the proposal inexpedient to legislate.

SB 53-FN, relative to natural organic reduction of human remains.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 4-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

Senate Bill 53-FN provides for the legalization of Natural Organic Reduction (NOR) of human remains. 
NOR transformed the deceased into a yard of soil via heat and pressure in a steel sarcophagus. The 
concept’s novelty, the lack of data regarding implementation elsewhere, and questions surrounding the 
licensure, inspection, and compliance of providers and facilities alike resulted in Senate Judiciary re-
referring the bill to committee.

SB 58-FN, relative to venue in criminal cases.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

Senate Bill 58-FN was a request of the Merrimack County Attorney’s Office to broaden the venue for 
criminal prosecution for cases relative to distribution of a controlled substance with death resulting. In 
such instances, a case may be prosecuted in either the jurisdiction where the death occurred, or where 
the manufacture, sale, or dispensation occurred.
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Senate Judiciary
February 12, 2025
2025-0377s
09/05

Amendment to SB 58-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to venue in criminal prosecutions of distribution of a controlled drug with death resulting.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Paragraph; Distribution of a Controlled Drug with Death Resulting; Venue. Amend RSA 318-B:26 
by inserting after paragraph IX-a the following new paragraph:

		  IX-b. A prosecution for an offense under paragraph IX of this section may be commenced in the jurisdic-
tion where either the death occurred or the manufacturing, selling, or dispensing took place.

	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2026.

2025-0377s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill broadens criminal venue to allow for prosecution of the crime of distribution of a controlled drug 
with death resulting in the jurisdiction where either the death occurred or where the manufacturing, selling, 
or dispensing took place.

SB 139-FN, creating a private right of action in civil rights cases.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Abbas for the committee.

Senate Bill 139-FN amends RSA 354-B to provide a private right of action to individuals whose civil 
rights are infringed or subject to interference. Individuals may initiate their own legal action in some 
circumstances, as opposed to filing through the Attorney General’s office. The Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee elected to re-refer the bill to committee for further contemplation.

SB 140-FN, establishing a domestic violence fatality review committee.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Avard for the committee.

Senate Bill 140-FN was a request of the New Hampshire Department of Justice to codify the Domestic 
Violence Fatality Review Committee in statute. The committee shall be composed of a diverse range of 
professionals to analyze response gaps, consider risk factors, and improve best practices in accordance 
with a multidisciplinary, analytical approach.

SB 142-FN, establishing the department of children’s services and juvenile justice.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 3-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

Senate Bill 142 sought to establish the Department of Children’s Services and Juvenile Justice, provid-
ing the department the duties and powers of the Division for Children, Youth and Families. The Senate 
Judiciary Committee elected to re-refer the bill to committee at the behest of the prime sponsor to provide 
adequate time for technical changes and considerations.

SB 145-FN, establishing a mobile evidence collection unit pilot program and providing an appropriation therefor.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-0. Senator Altschiller for the committee.

As amended, Senate Bill 145-FN establishes an evidence shipping pilot program, ensuring that evidence 
relative to a sexual assault case is delivered to the State Forensic Lab expediently. Evidence relative to a 
case in New Hampshire shall be delivered within seven business days and may be transited via common 
carrier if a law enforcement agency is unable to do so in person.

Senate Judiciary
February 12, 2025
2025-0397s
11/09

Amendment to SB 145-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 establishing an evidence shipping pilot program and providing an appropriation therefor.
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Amend the bill by replacing sections 2 and 3 with the following:

	 2 New Subdivision; Evidence Shipping Pilot Program. Amend RSA 21-P by inserting after section 70 the 
following new subdivision:

Evidence Shipping Pilot Program

	 21-P:71 Evidence Shipping Pilot Program.

		  I. The department of safety may develop an evidence shipping pilot program to alleviate long waiting 
periods for evidence to be safely delivered to the state forensic laboratory, where it can be properly stored 
pending analysis. A special emphasis shall be placed on supporting law enforcement in rural communities 
where resources are limited.

		  II. In this pilot program, all evidence collected by medical personnel in a sexual assault case occurring 
in the state of New Hampshire shall be transferred to the state forensic laboratory within 7 business days 
of collection. If a law enforcement agency cannot deliver the evidence in person to the state forensic labora-
tory, which shall be the preferred method of delivery, the agency may use a common carrier that provides 
readily accessible package tracking to send the evidence to the state forensic laboratory for delivery within 
7 business days of collection. Law enforcement must have a good faith basis to believe that the common car-
rier will accomplish delivery in 7 days prior to choosing the common carrier. When utilizing delivery by a 
common carrier, law enforcement shall deliver the packaged evidence in-hand to an agent of the carrier, and 
not by drop box or other drop off, and keep track of the package’s routing and delivery by tracking number 
assigned by the carrier. Costs for use of the common carrier may be eligible for reimbursement through the 
pilot program if law enforcement can demonstrate that all good faith efforts were made in an effort to deliver 
the packaged evidence within the 7 day delivery requirement of this section.

		  III. The department of safety shall adopt rules under RSA 541-A for the design, administration, and 
reporting requirements of the program.

	 3 Appropriation. The department of safety shall determine the amount needed to fund the pilot program, 
and that amount is hereby appropriated to the department of safety for the biennium ending June 30, 2027, 
for the purpose of funding the pilot program established in section 2. The governor is authorized to draw a 
warrant for any general fund sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

2025-0397s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill enables the department of safety to develop an evidence shipping pilot program and provides an 
appropriation therefor.

SB 146-FN, relative to medical examiner’s certificates and medical certification of the death record.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-1. Senator Abbas for the committee.

Senate Bill 146-FN is a request of the State Department of Justice to revise the requisites for medical 
certification of the death record for those being cremated. Medical Examiners and their Associates must 
inquire on the manner or cause of an individual’s death prior to the issue of certification but shall not be 
required to view or observe unless the initial inquiry justifies further examination.

SB 149-FN, relative to the crime of aggravated driving while intoxicated.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Abbas for the committee.

Senate Bill 149 is a request of the State Department of Safety to enhance aggravating factors relative to 
the offense of driving while intoxicated. RSA 265:26,I establishes appropriate direction of travel. Accord-
ingly, a violation of the section while intoxicated shall result in an aggravated offense.

SB 258-FN, relative to the crime of fraudulent retail transactions.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

As amended, Senate Bill 258 enhances the ability of prosecutors to charge individuals engaging in fraudu-
lent retail transactions with prepaid gift cards. The adopted amendment accommodates the variable value 
of prepaid cards, allowing for property to be valued at the highest reasonable amount, namely the full 
monetary face value or potential loaded value.
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Senate Judiciary
February 19, 2025
2025-0493s
09/11

Amendment to SB 258-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 establishing crimes related to the fraudulent use of gift cards.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Theft; Definitions. Amend RSA 637:2 to read as follows:

	 637:2 Definitions.

	 The following definitions are applicable to this chapter:

		  I. “Property” means anything of value, including real estate, tangible and intangible personal property, 
captured or domestic animals and birds, written instruments or other writings representing or embodying rights 
concerning real or personal property, labor, services, or otherwise containing any thing of value to the owner, 
commodities of a public utility nature such as telecommunications, gas, electricity, steam, or water, and trade 
secrets, meaning the whole or any portion of any scientific or technical information, design, process, procedure, 
formula or invention which the owner thereof intends to be available only to persons selected by him.

		  II. “Obtain” means, in relation to property, to bring about a transfer of possession or of some other le-
gally recognized interest in property, whether to the obtainer or another; in relation to labor or services, to 
secure performance thereof; and in relation to a trade secret, to make any facsimile, replica, photograph or 
other reproduction.

		  III. “Purpose to deprive” means to have the conscious object:

			   (a) To withhold property permanently or for so extended a period or to use under such circumstances 
that a substantial portion of its economic value, or of the use and benefit thereof, would be lost;

			   (b) To restore the property only upon payment of a reward or other compensation;

			   (c) To dispose of the property under circumstances that make it unlikely that the owner will recover it; or

			   (d) To appropriate the goods or merchandise of a merchant without paying the merchant’s stated or 
advertised price.

		  IV. “Property of another” includes property in which any person other than the actor has an interest 
which the actor is not privileged to infringe, regardless of the fact that the actor also has an interest in the 
property and regardless of the fact that the other person might be precluded from civil recovery because the 
property was used in an unlawful transaction or was subject to forfeiture as contraband. Property in posses-
sion of the actor shall not be deemed property of another who has only a security interest therein, even if 
legal title is in the creditor pursuant to a conditional sales contract or other security agreement.

		  V. “Value” means the highest amount determined by any reasonable standard of property or services.

			   (a) Amounts involved in thefts committed pursuant to one scheme or course of conduct, whether from 
the same person or several persons, may be aggregated in determining the grade of the offense.

			   (b) The value of property or services obtained by the actor shall determine the grade of the offense, 
and such value shall not be offset against or reduced by the value of any property or services given by the 
actor in exchange.

			   (c) Each personal check or credit card shall have a value of $250.

			   (d) Each gift card shall have a value of:

				    (1) The highest monetary value listed on the face of the gift card or its packaging.

				    (2) If the highest monetary value of the gift card is not listed on the face of the gift card 
or its packaging, the gift card shall have a value of $250.

		  VI. “Merchant” means the owner or operator of any place of business where merchandise is displayed, 
held, or stored, for sale to the public, or any agent or employee of such owner or operator.
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	 	 VII. “Gift Card” means a digital closed-loop gift card or open-loop gift card that is either ac-
tivated or inactivated.

		  VIII. “Open-loop gift card” means a card, code, or device that is issued to a consumer on a pre-
paid basis primarily for personal, family, or household purposes in a specified amount, regardless 
of whether that amount may be increased or reloaded in exchange for payment; and is redeemable 
upon presentation at multiple unaffiliated merchants for goods or services within a payment card 
network.

		  IX. “Closed-loop gift card” means a card, code, or device that is issued to a consumer on a pre-
paid basis primarily for personal, family, or household purposes in a specified amount, regardless 
of whether that amount may be increased or reloaded in exchange for payment; and is redeemable 
upon presentation by a consumer at a single merchant or group of affiliated merchants.

	 2 New Section; Crimes Involving Gift Cards. Amend RSA 637 by inserting after section 10-c the following 
new section:

	 637:10-d Crimes Involving Gift Cards.

		  I. The following definitions are applicable to this section:

			   (a) “Cardholder” with respect to a specific gift card, means the person who has purchased, or to whom 
is gifted, that card.

			   (b) “Card issuer” means any party that issues a gift card or the agent of that party with respect to 
that card.

			   (c) “Gift card redemption information” means information unique to each gift card which allows the 
cardholder to access, transfer, or spend the funds on that gift card.

			   (d) “Gift card seller” means a merchant that is engaged in the business of selling open-loop or closed-
loop gift cards to consumers.

		  II. A person shall be guilty of theft if such person does any of the following:

			   (a) Acquires or retains possession of a gift card or gift card redemption information with intent to 
defraud and without consent of the cardholder, card issuers, or gift card reseller;

			   (b) Uses, for the purpose of obtaining money, goods, services, or anything else of value, a gift card or 
gift card redemption information that has been obtained by deception or forgery; or

			   (c) With intent to defraud, alters or tampers with a gift card or its packaging.

	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2026.

2025-0493s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill establishes criminal offenses regarding the fraudulent use of gift cards.

SB 261-FN, requiring that custodial interrogations be recorded, establishing a fund to make grants to state law 
enforcement agencies to purchase equipment to enable such recordings, and making an appropriation therefor.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 4-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

Senate Bill 261-FN requires the recording of custodial interrogations by law enforcement entities. $50,000 
is appropriated for furnishing law enforcement with the means to electronically record interrogations at 
places of detention via audio, or audio and video. The Committee elected to re-refer the bill, seeking clar-
ity and accommodation for inquiries which are not interrogations nor at detention centers.

SB 262-FN, relative to the penalty for trafficking in persons under 18 years of age.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

Senate Bill 262-FN enhances the penalties for those convicted of trafficking a person(s) under the age of 
18. RSA 633:7, II and III are amended to increase the minimum penalty for such offenses from 7 years 
to 18 years, while setting the maximum penalty as a life sentence.

SB 266-FN, relative to safety and accountability of drivers under 18 years of age.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Altschiller for the committee.
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Senate Bill 266 modifies the appropriate standards, circumstances, and tenure of Youth Operator License 
suspensions. The legislation also provides additional requirements for reinstatement of such licenses, 
namely completion of an approved in-person driver attitude program, followed by a hearing at the discre-
tion of the program director.

SB 289-FN, relative to use and preservation of body-worn camera recordings in certain matters.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

Senate Bill 289-FN sought to clarify the rules and protections governing the distribution and destruction 
of body worn camera (BWC) footage. The Senate Judiciary Committee ultimately elected to re-refer to the 
bill to committee to ensure that continued efforts incorporating civil proceedings are adequately considered.

TRANSPORTATION
SB 150-FN, defining electric vehicle charging station and charging a fee for annual testing by the division of 
weights and measures.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Fenton for the committee.

This bill would define electric vehicle charging stations and charge a fee for annual testing by the Division 
of Weights and Measures. Therefore, the committee moves that this bill ought to pass.

SB 152-FN, authorizing the sale of toll credits to fund a newly established noise barrier construction fund for 
the design and construction of noise barrier projects.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Ricciardi for the committee.

This bill would have authorized the sale of toll credits to fund a newly established noise barrier construc-
tion fund for the design and construction of noise barrier projects if there were sufficient turnpike toll 
credits for the state match for certain federal apportionment totals. The committee expressed concern 
regarding the fiscal note and has recommended that this bill be re-referred.

SB 154-FN, relative to authorized organizations issuing multi-use decal plates.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator McConkey for the committee.

This bill would allow for authorized organizations to issue multi-use decal plates. It would amend RSA 
261-B:9 to include the New Hampshire Snowmobile Association in offering snowmobile decals. This would 
help to boost contributions for the trail system maintenance because snowmobile registration fees only 
cover 50% of the association’s needs. Therefore, we recommend this bill ought to pass.

SB 155-FN, relative to highway toll credits.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

This bill would have allowed for the use of highway toll credits as a match for federal highway funds 
for certain projects. Any municipal, county, or non-profit managed project eligible for assistance under 
Title 23 would be permitted to use toll credits as a match for assistance. While the committee supported 
the concept of this bill, the use of toll credits as a matching fund system was determined to not be the 
right time based on the toll credit revenue trending. Therefore, the committee recommended this bill to 
be rereferred.

SB 272-FN, relative to electric-vehicle charging station funding.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Ricciardi for the committee.

This bill would amend the revolving fund statute to support the installation and maintenance of electric 
vehicle charging stations. Additionally, it establishes a $62 fine for individuals who park in reserved 
electric vehicle spots. This bill would help create electric vehicle infrastructure, promote vehicles in New 
Hampshire, and ensure parking for electric vehicle drivers. Therefore, the committee moves this bill 
ought to pass.

SB 274-FN, establishing a 4-year pilot program with potential for statewide expansion to improve rail trails 
in New Hampshire through federal, state, and private funding and making a bonded appropriation therefor.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Fenton for the committee.

As amended, this bill will transfer ownership of four rail corridors, and all duties and responsibilities 
therefor, to the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources. It will also establish a pilot program to 
improve rail trails in the four corridors, establish a Rail Trail Program fund and Rail Trail Emergency 
fund, and make an appropriation to the Bureau of Trails for the established funds.
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Senate Transportation
February 19, 2025
2025-0490s
11/11

Amendment to SB 274-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 establishing a 4-year pilot program to improve rail trails in New Hampshire, including the estab-
lishment of 2 funds, the rail trails program fund and the emergency trail repair fund, and making 
appropriations therefor.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 2 with the following:

	 3 New Sections; Rail Trail Pilot Program. Amend RSA 216-F by inserting after section 7 the following new 
sections:

	 216-F:8 Rail Trail Pilot Program.

		  I. The department of natural and cultural resources, division of parks and recreation, and the bureau of 
trails shall together develop a pilot program, in consultation with the New Hampshire Rail Trails Coalition, 
to be managed by the bureau of trails, to rehabilitate, maintain, and improve 83 miles of 4 rail corridors and 
appurtenant rail trails by rehabilitating abandoned rail corridors and maintaining already established rail 
trails.

		  II. The duration of the program shall be 4 years from the effective date of this section.

		  III. The commissioner of the department of natural and cultural resources, director of the division of 
parks and recreation, and the chief supervisor of the bureau of trails shall adopt rules pursuant to RSA 541-A 
regarding the administration of the rail trail pilot program established in this section.

	 216-F:9 Rail Trails Program Fund. There is hereby established in the state treasury a continually ap-
propriated and nonlapsing fund to be known as the rail trails program fund which shall be administered 
by the bureau of trails, to be expended by them for the rehabilitation, maintenance, and improvement of 
83 miles of rail corridors and appurtenant rail trails across four routes identified in section 1 of this act by 
rehabilitating abandoned rail corridors and maintaining already established rail trails. Additionally, the 
bureau shall credit to this fund any private contributions designated for the purpose of the maintenance 
of rail trails.

	 216-F:10 Emergency Trail Repair Fund. There is hereby established in the state treasury a continually 
appropriated and nonlapsing fund to be known as the emergency trail repair fund which shall be adminis-
tered by the bureau of trails. The bureau of trails shall expend moneys in the emergency trail repair fund 
exclusively for direct trail work under the New Hampshire bureau of trails. These funds shall not be used for 
staffing or to fund the emergency trail repair fund. The New Hampshire department of transportation may 
access the emergency trail repair fund by submitting a formal request through the bureau of trails.

	 4 Appropriation.

		  I. There is hereby appropriated from the general fund to the bureau of trails the sum of $250,000 for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026 and the sum of $250,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, for the 
designated purposes of the rail trails program fund, as stated in RSA 216-F:9. The governor is authorized to 
draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

		  II. There is hereby appropriated from the general fund to the bureau of trails the sum of $1 for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 2026 and the sum of $1 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, for the designated 
purposes of the emergency trail repair fund, as stated in RSA 216-F:10. The governor is authorized to draw 
a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

	 5 New Subparagraphs; Application of Receipts; Rail Trails Program Fund and Emergency Trail Repair 
Fund. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after subparagraph (399) the following new subparagraphs:

				    (400) Moneys deposited in the rail trails program fund as established in RSA 216-F:9.

				    (401) Moneys deposited in the emergency trail repair fund as established in RSA 216:F-10.

	 6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.
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2025-0490s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill:

	 I. Transfers ownership of 4 rail corridors, and all duties and responsibilities therefor, to the department 
of natural and cultural resources.

	 II. Establishes a pilot program to improve the rail trails in 4 rail corridors.

	 III. Establishes the rail trail program fund and the rail trail emergency fund.

	 IV. Makes appropriations to the bureau of trails for the established funds.

WAYS AND MEANS
SB 276-FN, relative to raising the research and development tax credit.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Rosenwald for the committee.

Senate Bill 276-FN increases the Research and Development (R&D) tax credit, which has a proven track 
record of helping to create jobs and technology advancements in New Hampshire and is frequently over-
subscribed. Specifically, the bill increases the aggregate of tax credits issued by the commissioner to all 
taxpayers claiming the tax credit from $7,000,000 to $10,000,000 per fiscal year. Additionally, this bill 
raises the proportional share of the credit that an individual entity can claim from $50,000 to $100,000. 
These components have not been updated since 2018 and 2008 respectively. The committee amendment 
addresses the concern of the Department of Revenue Administration by changing the effective date to 
July 1, 2026.

Senate Ways and Means
February 12, 2025
2025-0399s
05/11

Amendment to SB 276-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:

	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.

SB 277-FN, relative to the application of utility property taxes and statewide education property taxes to 
electric generating facilities.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Lang for the committee.

This bill removes the requirement that electric generators be subject to the utility property tax (UPT). 
Generators are no longer state regulated utilities. They are now considered manufacturers and as such 
should be paying the statewide education property tax (SWEPT), not the UPT. The committee amendment 
acknowledges that certain electric generators have agreements with municipalities called payments in lieu 
of taxes (PILOT) and honors those agreements until their expiration. After such time, the SWEPT obliga-
tion may be included in any new PILOT agreement or paid in addition to it. The committee amendment 
also addresses the concern of the Department of Revenue Administration by adding an applicability date.

Senate Ways and Means
February 12, 2025
2025-0398s
05/02

Amendment to SB 277-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 New Paragraph; Taxation; Payment in Lieu of Taxes for Renewable Generation Facilities; Transition to 
Payment of State Education Property Tax. Amend RSA 72:74 by inserting after paragraph VII the following 
new paragraph:

		  VIII. In the case of an electric generating facility that is exempt from the utility property tax pursuant to 
RSA 83-F:1, V(g) and making payments in lieu of taxes to a municipality pursuant to RSA 72:74, if the pay-
ment in lieu of tax agreement was in effect as of July 1, 2027, then the facility shall not be liable for payment 
of the state education tax under RSA 76:3 until that payment in lieu of taxes agreement expires or until July 
1, 2032, whichever occurs first. Once payment of the state education tax under RSA 76:3 is required, it may 
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be included in a payment in lieu of taxes agreement pursuant to a new agreement reached under RSA 72:74, 
or be paid in addition to a payment in lieu of taxes agreement if the underlying agreement has not expired 
or been reopened and renegotiated. If, under RSA 76:3, the state education tax is paid separately from the 
payment in lieu of taxes, then the amount of the state education tax owed by the facility shall be determined 
by using the imputed value of the facility that is calculated and used by the department of revenue admin-
istration for purposes of equalization under RSA 21-J:3, XIII.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 3 with the following:

	 4 Utility Property Tax; Exemption from Education Tax; Reference Added. Amend RSA 83-F:9 to read as 
follows:

	 83-F:9 Exemption From Education Tax. Persons and property subject to taxation under this chapter shall 
not be subject to tax under RSA 76:3; provided, however, that nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
exempt such persons or property from local school, municipal, district, or county taxation under RSA 76, 
except as provided in RSA 72:74, VIII.

	 5 Applicability. This act shall apply to tax periods beginning on or after April 1, 2028.

	 6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2027.

The question is on the adoption of the Consent Calendar. Adopted.

REGULAR CALENDAR
TRANSPORTATION
SB 273-FN, relative to motorist duties when approaching highway emergencies involving a stopped or stand-
ing vehicle.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Fenton for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

COMMERCE
HB 399, establishing a commission to study the New Hampshire zoning enabling act.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 6-0. Senator Innis for the committee.

Senate Commerce
March 4, 2025
2025-0736s
06/08

Amendment to HB 399
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 establishing a commission to study the New Hampshire zoning enabling act and relative to the 
effective date of the C-PACER program.

Amend RSA 674:16-b, I as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  I. The members of the commission shall be as follows:

			   (a) Four members of the house of representatives appointed by the speaker of the house in consulta-
tion with the house minority leader, no more than 2 from the same political party.

			   (b) Two members of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate in consultation with the 
minority leader of the senate, no more than one from the same political party.

			   (c) One designee from the judicial branch, appointed by the chief justice of the supreme court.

			   (d) Two national housing policy experts, appointed by the speaker of the house in consultation with 
the minority leader of the house.

			   (e) One member representing municipal governments, appointed by the president of the senate in 
consultation with the minority leader of the senate.

			   (f) One member of the public, appointed by the president of the senate in consultation with the minor-
ity leader of the senate.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:
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	 2 Energy Efficiency and Clean Energy Districts Definitions. Amend RSA 53-F:1, VIII to read as follows:

		  VIII. “Municipality” means any city, town, unincorporated town, unorganized place, or village dis-
trict, or the designated representative of the city, town, or village district.

	 3 Repeal. RSA 674:16-b, relative to study the historical evolution of New Hampshire’s zoning enabling act, 
is repealed.

	 4 C-PACER; Energy Efficiency and Clean Energy Districts; Effective Date of 2025; 1 (SB 4). Amend 2025, 
1:9 to read as follows:

	 1:9 Effective Date. This act shall take effect [January 1, 2026] upon its passage.

	 5 Effective Date.

		  I. Section 1 of this act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

		  II. Section 3 of this act shall take effect November 1, 2026.

		  III. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

2025-0736s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill:

	 I. Establishes a commission to study the New Hampshire zoning enabling act.

	 II. Changes the effective date of 2025; 1 (SB 4), relative to the C-PACER program, from January 1, 2026 
to upon passage.

	 III. Modifies the definition of “municipality” in the energy efficiency and clean energy districts chapter.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.

CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW
SB 72-FN, establishing a parents’ bill of rights in education.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 2-1. Senator Sullivan for the committee.

Senate Children and Family Law
February 20, 2025
2025-0540s
11/06

Amendment to SB 72-FN
Amend RSA 189-B:2, III as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  III. “Compelling state interest” sufficient to justify any action or inaction that infringes upon any of the 
rights identified in RSA 189-B:3 shall exist only when the school or school personnel have an actual and ob-
jectively reasonable belief, supported by clear and convincing evidence, that the infringement upon parental 
rights is necessary to prevent the child from being abused as defined in RSA 169-C:3.

Amend RSA 189-B:2, IV as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  IV. “School” shall include, without limitation, any school board, school district, school administrative 
unit, or public charter school.

Amend RSA 189-B:2, VI(a) as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  VI.(a) “Infringement” for the purposes of this chapter shall include:

				    (1) The violation or infringement of any of the rights described in this chapter;

				    (2) Knowingly withholding of truthful information required to be disclosed to a child’s parent pur-
suant to this chapter;

				    (3) Knowingly providing misleading or intentionally inaccurate information required to be disclosed 
to or forbidden to be withheld from a child’s parent pursuant to this chapter; or
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				    (4) The denial of the existence of information required to be disclosed to a child’s parent pursuant 
to this chapter when the information is known to the school or school personnel inquired of by a parent.

Amend RSA 189-B:3, I(s) as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

			   (s) The right to be informed of, and provide consent to, any medical procedure or treatment to be per-
formed on a child, except pursuant to RSA 132:34, RSA 141-C:18, or for the provision of emergency medical 
treatment, including mental health treatment.

			   (t) The right to receive truthful and accurate information about the child in response to a written 
request that is not otherwise protected from disclosure by this chapter.

Amend RSA 189-B:3 as inserted by section 2 of the bill by deleting RSA 189-B:3, I-a.

Amend RSA 189-B:4, II as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  II. Any parent claiming violation of any provision of this chapter may bring an action for declaratory or 
injunctive relief, or both, and monetary damages against the school. If a parent prevails in any such court 
action, the court shall award to the parent his or her reasonable attorneys’ fees and court costs, including 
any such attorneys’ fees and court costs incurred in an appeal to the supreme court.

Amend RSA 189-B:5 as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

	 189-B:5 Procedure Upon Determination of The Existence of a Compelling State Interest Warranting In-
fringement Upon Parental Rights. Upon determining that a compelling state interest requires a school or 
school personnel to infringe upon any of the parental rights described in this chapter, such school person-
nel shall immediately notify his or her principal or designee of his or her intent to infringe upon parental 
rights in a written report that identifies each of the articulable facts that the person believes justifies the 
infringement of parental rights. Such report shall identify the individual parental rights that the school or 
school personnel proposes to infringe upon and the basis for such infringement. The report shall also state 
the anticipated duration for the continued impingement of parental rights and all steps the school or school 
personnel proposes to take to address the compelling state interest. The infringement of parental rights shall 
continue for no longer than is necessary to address the compelling state interest.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Long offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Long, Dist 20
March 3, 2025
2025-0664s
02/11

Floor Amendment to SB 72-FN
Amend RSA 189-B:2, III as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  III. “Compelling state interest” shall include a circumstance in which the school or school personnel have 
an actual and objectively reasonable belief, supported by a preponderance of the evidence, that any action or 
inaction that infringes upon any of the rights identified in RSA 189-B:3 is likely to cause a child to be abused 
or neglected as defined in RSA 169-C:3, or likely to infringe on the fundamental rights of a child including the 
rights to privacy, freedom of religion, freedom of association, freedom of speech, and due process. A compelling 
state interest shall not be found to exist solely because the school or school personnel believe that the child’s 
best interest is served by impinging upon a parent’s rights.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment.

A roll call was requested by Senator Rosenwald, seconded by Senator Prentiss.

The following Senators voted Yes: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Long, Perkins Kwoka, 
Altschiller.

The following Senators voted No: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, McGough, Avard, 
Murphy, Pearl, Sullivan, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Carson.

Roll Call, Yeas: 8 - Nays: 16. Failed.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

A roll call was requested by Senator Sullivan, seconded by Senator Lang.
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The following Senators voted Yes: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, McGough, Avard, 
Murphy, Pearl, Sullivan, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Carson.

The following Senators voted No: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Long, Perkins Kwoka, Altschiller.

Roll Call, Yeas: 16 - Nays: 8. Adopted, bill ordered to the Committee on Finance (Rule 4-5).

EDUCATION
SB 34, relative to parental consent for student participation in Medicaid to schools program.
Ought to Pass, Vote 3-2. Senator Abbas for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass.

A roll call was requested by Senator Birdsell, seconded by Senator Avard.

The following Senators voted Yes: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, McGough, Avard, 
Murphy, Pearl, Sullivan, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Carson.

The following Senators voted No: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Long, Perkins Kwoka, 
Altschiller.

Roll Call, Yeas: 16 - Nays: 8. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 100-FN, relative to violations of the prohibition on teaching discrimination.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 3-2. Senator Ward for the committee.

Senate Education
February 19, 2025
2025-0491s
02/09

Amendment to SB 100-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 Prohibition on Teaching Discrimination. Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 193:40, I to read as 
follows:

		  I. No pupil in any public school in this state shall be intentionally or knowingly taught, instructed, 
inculcated or compelled to express belief in, or support for, any one or more of the following:

2025-0491s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill adds mental state, or mens rea, as an element to the prohibition on teaching discrimination.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

A roll call was requested by Senator Lang, seconded by Senator Avard.

The following Senators voted Yes: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, McGough, Avard, 
Murphy, Pearl, Sullivan, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Carson.

The following Senators voted No: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Long, Perkins Kwoka, Altschiller.

Roll Call, Yeas: 16 - Nays: 8. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 102-FN, making informational materials regarding type 1 diabetes available on the department of educa-
tion website.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-1. Senator Ward for the committee.

Senator Altschiller offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Altschiller, Dist 24
March 5, 2025
2025-0778s
05/11

Floor Amendment to SB 102-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
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AN ACT	 making informational materials regarding type 1 diabetes and certain communicable diseases 
available on the department of education website.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Section; School Health Services; Informational Materials Regarding Type 1 Diabetes and Certain 
Communicable Diseases. Amend RSA 200 by inserting after section 40-c the following new section:

	 200:40-d Informational Materials Regarding Type 1 Diabetes and Certain Communicable Diseases.

		  I. The department of education, in consultation with the department of health and human services, shall 
develop or identify existing informational materials meeting the requirements of paragraph II, relative to 
type 1 diabetes, measles, mumps, rubella, and chickenpox. The informational materials shall be periodically 
updated as necessary, and made available to school districts by posting on the department of education’s 
Internet website. Each school district shall make the informational materials from the department’s website 
known or otherwise accessible to the parents or guardians of the students enrolled in the school district, in 
a manner determined by the school district, including, but not limited to, through the district’s website or by 
other digital means.

		  II. The informational materials may be in the form of links to existing related resources posted to the 
websites of any entities the department of education deems appropriate, but shall include, at minimum:

			   (a) A description of type 1 diabetes, measles, mumps, rubella, and chickenpox;

			   (b) A description of risk factors and warning signs associated with type 1 diabetes, measles, mumps, 
rubella, and chickenpox;

			   (c) A recommendation that the parents or guardians consider vaccination against measles, mumps, 
rubella, and chickenpox;

			   (d) A recommendation that the parents or guardians of students displaying warning signs associated 
with type 1 diabetes should consult with the student’s primary care provider to determine if screening for 
type 1 diabetes is appropriate;

			   (e) A description of the screening process for type 1 diabetes and the implications of test results; and

			   (f) A recommendation that, following a type 1 diagnosis, parents or guardians should consult with the 
student’s primary care provider to develop an appropriate treatment plan.

	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

2025-0778s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill directs the department of education, in consultation with the department of health and human 
services, to make informational materials regarding type 1 diabetes, measles, mumps, rubella, and chicken-
pox available on the department of education’s website. The bill also directs local school districts to make the 
materials available to parents and students.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Failed.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
SB 219-FN, requiring the secretary of state to enter into a membership agreement with the Electronic Reg-
istration Information Center.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 3-2. Senator Lang for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate.

A roll call was requested by Senator McGough, seconded by Senator Avard.

The following Senators voted Yes: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, McGough, Avard, 
Murphy, Pearl, Sullivan, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Carson.

The following Senators voted No: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Long, Perkins Kwoka, 
Altschiller.

Roll Call, Yeas: 16 - Nays: 8. Adopted.
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INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
Senator McGough introduced the fourth grade class from Heron Pond Elementary School of Milford visiting 
in the gallery.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
SB 188-FN, allowing independent permitting and inspections, and allowing local governments to authorize 
licensed engineers and architects to perform building code inspections.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

SB 188-FN allows independent third-parties, hired by the property owner, to inspect land, buildings, and 
structures to determine compliance with state and local building codes. The bill also establishes private 
providers as an alternative to local enforcement agencies for conducting building code inspections and 
plan reviews.

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 5, 2025
2025-0294s
05/11

Amendment to SB 188-FN
Amend RSA 155-A:14, I as inserted by section 4 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  I. “Development document” means a document, such as a building plan, site plan, or an application for 
a building permit, relating to building code compliance, which is required by state or local law or regulation 
or by a regulatory authority to initiate, engage in, or complete an improvement, but which does not include 
applications or documents for zoning or planning approvals.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Perkins Kwoka offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21
February 24, 2025
2025-0563s
06/11

Floor Amendment to SB 188-FN
Amend RSA 155-A:15, I as inserted by section 4 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  I. Notwithstanding any law, rule, or regulation, the fee owner of land, a building, or structure, or the fee 
owner’s contractor with written authorization from the fee owner, may contract with an independent provider 
not otherwise engaged by the fee owner to review development documents or provide building inspections 
within the scope of their license concerning such land, building, or structure. The fee owner or contractor may 
make payment directly to the independent provider for the provision of such services.

Amend RSA 155-A:16, III as inserted by section 4 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  III. If an independent provider is conducting building inspections, upon completion of all required in-
spections, the independent provider shall submit to the regulatory authority a certificate of compliance sum-
marizing the inspections performed in accordance with the approved plans and applicable codes. Any such 
provider and certificate shall be subject to RSA 676:13.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.

SB 193-FN, requiring the head of each state agency to submit a strategic plan for program activities.
Ought to Pass, Vote 2-1. Senator Gannon for the committee.

Senator Sullivan offered a Floor Amendment.
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Sen. Sullivan, Dist 18
March 5, 2025
2025-0751s
07/09

Floor Amendment to SB 193-FN
Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 12-Q:3, I as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with 
the following:

		  I. No later than September 30, 2026, the head of each agency shall submit to the chair of the state com-
mission on program efficiency and to the general court a strategic plan for program activities. Such plan shall 
contain the following:

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.

FINANCE
SB 59-FN, establishing a recruitment incentive program within the community college system for public safety 
communicators and dispatchers and making an appropriation therefor.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Watters for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted.

Senator Gray moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

SB 70-FN, creating a mobile driver’s license and non-driver identification card.
Ought to Pass, Vote 6-1. Senator Lang for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted.

Senator Gray moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

SB 71-FN, relative to cooperation with federal immigration authorities.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-2. Senator Gray for the committee.

Senate Finance
February 19, 2025
2025-0494s
09/02

Amendment to SB 71-FN
Amend the bill by inserting after section 1 the following and renumbering the original section 2 to read as 3:

	 2 County Department of Corrections; Immigration Detainees. New Paragraph; County Department of 
Corrections; Immigration Detainees. Amend RSA 30-B:1 by inserting after paragraph II the following new 
paragraph:

		  III. A county may hold Immigration and Customs Enforcement detainees, after the resolution of state 
charges, for a maximum of 48 hours, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, in order to permit assump-
tion of custody by federal authorities. Nothing in this paragraph shall prohibit the county from executing an 
agreement in accordance with RSA 30-B:16. Any agency refusing to honor an immigration detainer for an 
inmate shall report each such refusal to the attorney general in a time, form, and manner to be prescribed 
by the attorney general or the attorney general’s designee.

2025-0494s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill provides that unless expressly prohibited by state or federal law, local governmental entities may 
not prohibit or impede any state or federal law enforcement agency from complying with federal immigration 
laws, and provides for remedies for violations. This bill further authorizes county corrections facilities to hold 
individuals subject to an Immigration and Customs Enforcement detention for up to 48 hours following the 
resolution of their state charges, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, in order to permit assumption 
of custody by federal authorities, and requires any agency refusing to honor an immigration detainer for an 
inmate to report each such refusal to the attorney general.
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The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Reardon offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Reardon, Dist 15
February 13, 2025
2025-0414s
09/08

Floor Amendment to SB 71-FN
Amend the bill by inserting after section 1 the following and renumbering the original section 2 to read as 3:

	 2 County Department of Corrections; Immigration Detainees. New Paragraph; County Department of Correc-
tions; Immigration Detainees. Amend RSA 30-B:1 by inserting after paragraph II the following new paragraph:

		  III. A county may hold Immigration and Customs Enforcement detentions, for the resolution of state 
charges or for a maximum of an additional 48 hours, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, if the 
county and the Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency have executed an agreement in accordance 
with RSA 30-B:16.

2025-0414s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill provides that unless expressly prohibited by state or federal law, local governmental entities may 
not prohibit or impede any state or federal law enforcement agency from complying with federal immigration 
laws, and provides for remedies for violations. This bill further authorizes county corrections facilities to hold 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement detentions, for the resolution of state charges or for a maximum of 
an additional 48 hours, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, if the county and the Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement Agency have executed an agreement in accordance with RSA 30-B:16.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment.

A roll call was requested by Senator Birdsell, seconded by Senator Avard.

The following Senators voted Yes: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Long, Perkins Kwoka, 
Altschiller.

The following Senators voted No: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, McGough, Avard, 
Murphy, Pearl, Sullivan, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Carson.

Roll Call, Yeas: 8 - Nays: 16. Failed.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

A roll call was requested by Senator Abbas, seconded by Senator Pearl.

The following Senators voted Yes: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, McGough, Avard, 
Murphy, Pearl, Sullivan, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Carson.

The following Senators voted No: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Long, Perkins Kwoka, 
Altschiller.

Roll Call, Yeas: 16 - Nays: 8. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 106-FN, relative to the participation of customer generators in net energy metering.
Ought to Pass, Vote 6-0. Senator Lang for the committee.

Senator Lang offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Lang, Dist 2
February 20, 2025
2025-0543s
07/05

Floor Amendment to SB 106-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:

	 2 New Paragraph; Limited Electrical Energy Producers Act Definitions. Amend RSA 362-A:1-a by inserting 
after paragraph II-f the following new paragraph:
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		  II-g. “Industrial host” means a customer-generator with a total peak generating capacity of greater than 
one megawatt and less than 5 megawatts, used to offset the electricity requirements of a group consisting 
exclusively of commercial, industrial, or institutional entities with one or more accounts, provided that all 
accounts are located within the same utility franchise service territory. If an industrial host’s total annual 
net exported generation exceeds the total annual electricity usage of the host and members of the group, the 
industrial host shall be entitled to compensation for that excess generation according to the process established 
by the department’s 900 rules for annual reconciliation. An industrial host may be owned by either a public 
or private entity.

	 3 New Paragraph; Net Energy Metering. Amend RSA 362-A:9 by inserting after paragraph II the following 
new paragraph:

		  II-a. Alternative tariffs for net energy metering shall be made available to eligible customer-generators 
by each electric distribution utility in conformance with Order No. 26,029 dated June 23, 2017, and with net 
metering rules adopted by the commission. Any project that begins receiving compensation under Order No. 
26,029 alternative tariffs will be eligible to continue receiving that tariff for either 20 years from the year it 
first begins receiving compensation or through the initial tariff term ending on December 31, 2040, which-
ever is longer. If the commission creates new net metering tariffs through an adjudicated proceeding before 
December 31, 2040, eligible customer-generators receiving Order No. 26,029 alternative tariffs will have the 
option of transitioning to new tariffs created through that proceeding. If an eligible customer-generator elects 
to transfer to a new tariff, they may not return to Order No. 26,029 alternative tariffs. Upon the expiration of 
a customer-generator’s eligibility under Order No. 26,029 alternative tariffs, the eligible customer-generator 
will have the option of transitioning to the tariff available at that time.

	 4 New Paragraph; Net Energy Metering; Consumption. Amend RSA 362-A:9 by inserting after paragraph 
IV the following new paragraph:

		  IV-a.(a) Facilities eligible for the net metering tariff under this section for customer-generators larger 
than one megawatt and up to 5 megawatt with an in-service date after January 1, 2026 and not acting as a 
group net metering host, must consume at least 33 percent of the generation, on an annual basis.

			   (b) Consumption requirements under this section shall not apply to low and moderate income custom-
ers as defined in administrative rules of the public utilities commission in PUC 902.21.

	 5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2025-0543s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill requires large customer-generators participating in net energy metering to consume at least 33 
percent of their own generation.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.

SB 114-FN-A, making appropriations to the department of health and human services to support community 
and transitional housing through community mental health centers.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 6-0. Senator Rosenwald for the committee.

Senate Finance
February 12, 2025
2025-0376s
05/11

Amendment to SB 114-FN-A
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Appropriation; Department of Health and Human Services; Community Mental Health Center Housing 
Grants. The sum of $1,500,000, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026, is appropriated to the department 
of health and human services to support existing mental health housing stocks and develop expansion of 
existing facilities. Said sum shall be nonlapsing. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum 
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. The department of health and human services 
shall issue a request for grant applications for the purpose of awarding housing grants to community men-
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tal health centers to retain and create new housing in the community. Grants may be disbursed for up to 
$50,000 per bed. The department shall initiate the request for grant applications and grant disbursement 
by December 1, 2025.

	 2 Appropriation; Department of Health and Human Services; Community Mental Health Center Supported 
Housing Programs. The sum of $1,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026, and the sum of $1,000,000 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, are appropriated to the department of health and human services for 
community mental health center supported housing programs operated by community mental health centers 
designated under administrative rule He-M 425.03. Said sum shall be nonlapsing and used for the purpose 
of covering non-billable services for supported community housing. The governor is authorized to draw a war-
rant for said sums out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

	 3 Department of Health and Human Services; Rates for Community Mental Health Supportive Housing 
Programs for High Acuity Patients. The department of health and human services is directed to adjust the 
Medicaid reimbursement rates for community mental health center housing programs for high acuity individu-
als needing 24/7 support who otherwise might not be able to be discharged from New Hampshire Hospital. 
The current rate of approximately $278 a day shall be increased to $350 a day and shall be eligible for a 50 
percent federal match.

	 4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Gray moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

SB 115-FN, making an appropriation for regional drinking water infrastructure.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 6-0. Senator Birdsell for the committee.

Senate Finance
February 12, 2025
2025-0384s
08/02

Amendment to SB 115-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 Department of Environmental Services; Appropriation. The sum of $28,870,000 for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2026 is hereby appropriated to the department of environmental services for the purpose of funding 
regional drinking water infrastructure as part of Phase 2 of the Southern New Hampshire Regional Water 
Project to increase water supply by over 2 million gallons per day to multiple towns impacted by per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substance contamination and growing water demands. The infrastructure shall include all 
ancillary projects needed, including but not limited to booster pumping stations, pressure reducing stations, 
water storage tanks, water mains, and all associated design, land acquisition, and construction permits. This 
sum shall be nonlapsing. No current public utility ratepayer shall be adversely affected by any direct or indi-
rect costs to bring drinking water to communities receiving new services through any projects funded by this 
appropriation. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Gray moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

SB 116-FN, relative to the Pillsbury Lake Village District community water system, and making an appro-
priation therefor.
Ought to Pass, Vote 6-0. Senator Birdsell for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted.

Senator Gray moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

SB 117-FN-A, making an appropriation to the department of education to fund the online tutoring program.

Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-1. Senator Lang for the committee.
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Senate Finance
February 11, 2025
2025-0369s
02/09

Amendment to SB 117-FN-A
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Appropriation; Department of Education. The sum of $1,000,000 for the biennium ending June 30, 2027 
is hereby appropriated to the department of education to continue the state’s online tutoring program. The 
governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated. These funds shall be non-lapsing.

	 2 The department shall report annually, beginning June 30, 2026, on the use and effectiveness of the pro-
gram to the governor, the president of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, the chair of the 
house education policy and administration committee, the chair of the house education finance committee, 
the chair of the senate education committee, and the chair of the senate education finance committee.

	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

2025-0369s
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill makes an appropriation of $1,000,000 to the department of education to fund the online tutoring 
program and requires the department to report on the program annually.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Gray moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

SB 158-FN, raising the funding cap for the New Hampshire community development finance authority.
Ought to Pass, Vote 6-0. Senator Watters for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted.

Senator Gray moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

SB 238-FN, extending funding for the adverse childhood experiences prevention and treatment pilot program.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 6-0. Senator Rosenwald for the committee.

Senate Finance
February 19, 2025
2025-0484s
05/09

Amendment to SB 238-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 establishing the adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) prevention and treatment program and 
making an appropriation to the department of health and human services for this purpose.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Home and Community Based Behavioral Health Services for Children; Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACEs) Prevention and Treatment Program. Amend RSA 167:3-l, IV to read as follows:

		  IV.(a) [On or before January 1, 2023, the department shall develop a timeline, conduct a cost analysis 
plan, and provide a detailed report of the timeline and cost analysis plan to the senate health and human 
services committee and the house children and family law and health, human services and elderly affairs 
committees, to] The department of health and human services shall establish the ACEs prevention 
and treatment program, to support children, birth to age 6, with exposure to adverse childhood 
experiences (ACEs) and severe emotional disturbances whose needs cannot be met through child-
care, educational, and developmental services alone. The program shall be designed to provide 
prevention, assessment, diagnoses, and treatment services for such children and their families, by:

				    (1) [ Increase] Increasing Medicaid reimbursement for early childhood mental health care, includ-
ing but not limited to child parent psychotherapy, to enhance services for Medicaid patients;
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				    (2) [Elevate] Elevating the early childhood and family mental health credential statewide by re-
quiring the credential for specific provider levels and/or associating the credential with an increased salary 
level or higher reimbursement rates; and

				    (3) [Offer] Offering continued funding, including scholarships or reimbursements, to cover 
costs associated with [the training to incentivize providers to take part in the training] ongoing training 
and professional development in early childhood mental health care, including but to limited to 
child parent psychotherapy, to ensure the highest levels of training and services to children and 
families.

			   (b) Within one year of the effective date of this paragraph, the department shall develop and begin 
implementation of a 5-year plan to build the state’s workforce capacity to provide child-parent psychotherapy 
(CPP), an intervention model for children from birth to age 6, who have experienced at least one traumatic 
event and/or are experiencing mental health, attachment, and/or behavioral problems, including posttraumatic 
stress disorder.

	 2 Appropriation; Department of Health and Human Services; Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) Pre-
vention and Treatment Program.

		  I. The sum of $150,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026 is hereby appropriated to the department 
of health and human services to fund the adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) prevention and treatment 
program, and continue to expand and fund continued professional development for child-parent psychotherapy 
(CPP) services, as described in RSA 167:3-l, IV. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum 
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

		  II. The sum of $150,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027 is hereby appropriated to the depart-
ment of health and human services to fund the ACEs prevention and treatment program, and continue to 
expand and fund continued professional development for CPP services, as described in RSA 167:3-l, IV.

	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

2025-0484s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill establishes the adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) prevention and treatment program as an 
ongoing program rather than as a pilot within the department of health and human services. The bill also 
makes an appropriation to the department of health and human services for this purpose.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Gray moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

SB 239-FN, requiring the general fund to cover the costs of the fish and game department retirement contri-
butions and technology services.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 6-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

Senate Finance
February 12, 2025
2025-0386s
11/05

Amendment to SB 239-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 appropriating funds to the fish and game department for continuing environmental review and 
to cover a deficit for previously instituted salary increases.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Appropriation; General Fund. The sum of $400,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026 and the sum 
of $400,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027 is hereby appropriated to the fish and game department 
for the purpose of environmental review for threatened and endangered species. This appropriation shall 
not lapse. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sums out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated.
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	 2 Appropriation; Fish and Game Fund. The sum of $2,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026 is 
hereby appropriated to the fish and game fund to cover a deficit for previously instituted salary increases. 
This appropriation shall not lapse. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

2025-0386s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill makes an appropriation to the fish and game department for continuing environmental review 
for threatened and endangered species and makes an appropriation to the fish and game fund.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Gray moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

SB 242-FN, relative to the cost of living adjustments for certain group II retirees in the New Hampshire 
retirement system.
Ought to Pass, Vote 7-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted.

Senator Gray moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
SB 134-FN, relative to work requirements under the state Medicaid program.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 3-2. Senator Birdsell for the committee.

Senate Health and Human Services
February 12, 2025
2025-0401s
05/11

Amendment to SB 134-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 New Hampshire Granite Advantage Health Care Program 1115 Demonstration; Renewed Application to CMS.

		  I. On or before January 1, 2026, the department of health and human services shall resubmit to the 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) a Section 1115 demonstration waiver to the state Medicaid 
plan relative to enforcing community engagement and work requirements as a condition of Granite Advantage 
eligibility. Prior to submitting the Section 1115 waiver to CMS, the department shall submit the proposed 
waiver to the fiscal committee of the general court for approval.

		  II. Beginning November 1, 2025 and annually thereafter, the department shall provide a report regard-
ing the status of the waiver application and implementation of the community engagement requirements in 
RSA 126-AA:2, III, to the senate president, the speaker of the house of representatives, the senate clerk, the 
house clerk, and the governor.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

A roll call was requested by Senator Birdsell, seconded by Senator Avard.

The following Senators voted Yes: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, McGough, Avard, 
Murphy, Pearl, Sullivan, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Carson.

The following Senators voted No: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Long, Perkins Kwoka, 
Altschiller.

Roll Call, Yeas: 16 - Nays: 8. Adopted, bill ordered to the Committee on Finance (Rule 4-5).

SB 253-FN, relative to participation in the federal 340B Drug Pricing Program.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 3-2. Senator Avard for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate. Adopted.
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JUDICIARY
SB 54-FN, relative to refusal of consent to testing to determine alcohol concentration and penalties for ag-
gravated driving while intoxicated.
Ought to Pass, Vote 3-1. Senator Gannon for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 141-FN, extending the time to petition for a new trial in certain cases.
Ought to Pass, Vote 3-1. Senator Reardon for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 267-FN, relative to the penalty for engaging in prostitution as a patron.
Ought to Pass, Vote 4-0. Senator Abbas for the committee.

Senator Abbas offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Abbas, Dist 22
Sen. Fenton, Dist 10
March 4, 2025
2025-0713s
09/08

Floor Amendment to SB 267-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Paragraph; Prostitution and Related Offenses. Amend RSA 645:2 by inserting after paragraph IX 
the following new paragraph:

		  X. In addition to any other penalty authorized by law, the court shall levy a fine of $500 for each con-
viction under this section where the court finds that the defendant engaged in prostitution as a patron. The 
court shall not reduce or suspend any sentence or the payment of any fine imposed under this paragraph. If 
the court determines that the defendant is unable to pay the fine on the date imposed, the court may defer 
payment or order periodic payments thereof. Fines imposed under this paragraph shall not be subject to an 
additional penalty assessment and shall not be subject to the provisions of RSA 618:8 or 618:9. The clerk shall 
forward all fines collected under this paragraph to the department of justice for the purposes of funding the 
New Hampshire human trafficking collaborative task force.

	 2 New Paragraph; Prostitution and Related Offenses. Amend RSA 645:2 by inserting after paragraph I the 
following new paragraph:

		  I-a. A person is guilty of a class A misdemeanor if the person pays, agrees to pay, or offers to pay another 
person to engage in sexual contact as defined in RSA 632-A:1, IV or sexual penetration as defined in RSA 
632-A:1, V, with the payor or with another person.

	 3 Repeal. RSA 645:2, I(f), relative to misdemeanor offense for paying, agreeing to pay, or offering to pay 
for sexual contact or penetration, is repealed.

	 4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2026.

2025-0713s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill establishes a mandatory $500 fine for engaging in prostitution as a patron, in addition to any 
other penalty, and directs that the funds are to be forwarded to the department of justice for the purposes of 
funding the New Hampshire human trafficking collaborative task force.

	 This bill also enhances the penalty for paying, agreeing to pay, or offering to pay another person to en-
gage in sexual contact or penetration with the payor or another person from a misdemeanor to a class A 
misdemeanor.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.
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TRANSPORTATION
SB 271, relative to qualifications for issuing veteran license plates to include General Discharge Under Hon-
orable Conditions.

Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Ricciardi for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

WAYS AND MEANS
SB 168-FN-L, regulating online gambling and directing net proceeds to the education trust fund, the general 
fund, and to reimburse municipalities for elderly, disabled, blind, and deaf tax exemptions.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 3-2. Senator Lang for the committee.

Senate Ways and Means
February 12, 2025
2025-0390s
02/05

Amendment to SB 168-FN-LOCAL
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 regulating online gambling and directing net proceeds to the education trust fund, the general 
fund, charitable organizations, and to reimburse municipalities for elderly, disabled, blind, and 
deaf tax exemptions.

Amend RSA 287-J:7 as inserted by section 3 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

	 287-J:7 Revenue Share.

		  I. Each licensee under this chapter shall collect a sum equal to 45 percent of gross online gaming revenue 
for distribution under paragraph II.

		  II.(a) Each licensee shall distribute 35 percent of the amount collected under paragraph I to charitable 
organizations with whom the licensee contracts on each licensed game date.

			   (b) Each licensee shall pay 65 percent of the amount collected under paragraph I to the commission 
for distribution as follows:

				    (1) Twenty-five percent to the special fund established under RSA 284:21-j for use as provided in 
that section.

				    (2) Twenty-five percent to the elderly, disabled, blind, and deaf exemption reimbursement fund 
established pursuant to RSA 72:42-a.

				    (3) Fifty percent to the general fund.

2025-0390s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill regulates online gambling and directs proceeds to charitable organizations, the education trust 
fund, the general fund, and a newly established elderly, disabled, blind, and deaf tax exemption fund for 
reimbursement to municipalities.

Senator Lang moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

CONSENT CALENDAR REPORTS REMOVED
PRESIDENT CARSON: We are at the conclusion of the Regular Calendar and will take up the bill that was 
removed from the Consent Calendar.

COMMERCE
SB 87-FN, relative to one day liquor license requirements and making salons and barber shops eligible for 
on-premise licenses.
Ought to Pass, Vote 6-0. Senator Fenton for the committee.

Senator Watters offered a Floor Amendment.
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Sen. Watters, Dist 4
February 24, 2025
2025-0562s
08/02

Floor Amendment to SB 87-FN
Amend RSA 178:22, V(w) as inserted by section 3 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

			   (w) The commission may issue a cocktail lounge license to a business currently licensed through the 
office of professional licensure and certification as a barber, hair salon, or spa to serve alcoholic beverages 
and liquor to customers who are receiving services from said establishment. The service of alcoholic beverages 
and liquor shall be limited to the scheduled appointment time of the patron receiving services.

				    (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of RSA 179:44, the license under this chapter will authorize 
the holder to serve alcoholic beverages and liquor for free or for a fee. The licensee shall keep records of the 
alcohol type, quantity, and patron served. Such records shall be retained by the licensed facility and shall be 
made available to the commission upon request.

				    (2) For the purposes of this subparagraph, persons under the age of 18 years shall be allowed in 
the cocktail lounge without a parent, legal guardian, or adult spouse.

				    (3) The fee for the cocktail lounge license under this section shall be $480.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to the 
Committee on Finance (Rule 4-5).

EDUCATION
SB 99-FN, relative to regional career and technical education agreements.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Abbas for the committee.

Senator Watters offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Watters, Dist 4
March 6, 2025
2025-0798s
08/09

Floor Amendment to SB 99-FN
Amend the bill by replacing sections 1-2 with the following:

	 1 Regional Career and Technical Education Agreements. Amend RSA 188-E:1-a, III to read as follows:

		  III. Each RCTEA shall include a calendar conformity agreement to comply with RSA 188-E:5, VII(a) and 
(b) by aligning the school calendars of sending [schools] districts with the school calendars of CTE programs 
at the receiving [school] district. Agreements shall minimize schedule conflicts to better support CTE students 
with as many hours as possible to fulfill their program requirements. Agreements should address schedule 
alignment needs such as: disruptions due to differing start/stop times, unscheduled school closures or events, 
and daily class start/stop times. Students from sending districts shall have access to CTE programming 
on a basis consistent with resident district pupils. RCTEA [schools] sending and receiving districts 
are encouraged to align teacher in-service days to allow joint ventures in teacher professional development 
and other educational initiatives. There may not be more than 10 instructional days following Labor Day 
through the last student day of the school calendar year on which one or more of the school calendars of the 
districts within the agreement are not aligned. When CTE regions overlap, or students attend programs in 
more than one CTE, the provisions of this section shall apply to both regional centers. The commissioner shall 
not approve a RCTEA that does not comply with this paragraph, however a RCTEA may contain provisions 
for waiver by the commissioner of dissimilar days for extenuating or emergency purposes. If the commissioner 
determines that all [schools] districts within the RCTEA have plans and are reasonably working towards 
the implementation of an aligned calendar to ensure compliance with this paragraph, an annual waiver may 
be approved, but a waiver for this purpose shall not be extended beyond July 1, 2026.

	 2 New Paragraph; Regional Career and Technical Education Agreements. Amend RSA 188-E:1-a by insert-
ing after paragraph V the following new paragraph:
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		  VI. Each RCTEA shall develop a CTE access program (“program”) by January 1, 2026, to allow students 
from sending districts to enroll either part-time or full time in non-CTE courses at the receiving district.

			   (a) Students eligible to participate in a receiving district’s program shall have been accepted and 
enrolled in one or more CTE classes at the receiving school.

			   (b) Students seeking participation in the program shall be eligible for and have access to both send-
ing and receiving RCTEA apportionment seats on the same basis as any other sending or receiving district 
student.

			   (c) Sending district students taking fewer than 3 non-CTE classes shall be considered part-time and 
shall be designated part-time program students.

			   (d) Students taking 3 or more non-CTE classes shall be considered full-time and shall be designated 
full time program students.

			   (e) Tuition for part-time program students and full-time program students shall be as follows:

				    (1) For part-time program students, sending districts shall pay to receiving districts an amount 
equal to not less than 80 percent of that district’s average cost per pupil as determined by the department 
of education using the most recent available data as reported by the district to the department, divided by 5 
times the number of credits that the part-time program student is enrolled in.

				    (2) For full-time program students, sending districts shall pay to receiving districts an amount 
equal to not less than 80 percent of that district’s average cost per pupil as determined by the department of 
education using the most recent available data as reported by the district to the department.

				    (3) Part-time and full-time program districts shall have access to non-CTE courses at the receiving 
district on the same basis as receiving school students.

			   (f) Sending districts of part-time and full-time program students shall provide transportation to and 
from receiving districts.

			   (g) All expenses incurred by a receiving district in providing services to a student in need of special 
education and related services shall be paid by the school district where the child resides.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.

ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
SB 225-FN-L, requiring public notice before re-assessment of property values for local tax purposes.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-0. Senator Lang for the committee.

Senate Election Law and Municipal Affairs
February 20, 2025
2025-0545s
07/05

Amendment to SB 225-FN-LOCAL
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Section; Five-Year Valuation Notice. Amend RSA 75 by inserting after section 8-b the following new 
section:

	 75:8-c Five-Year Valuation Notice. Any municipality that conducts a reappraisal of property pursuant to 
RSA 75:8-a shall provide notification of changes to the assessed valuation at least 45 days prior to the issu-
ance of the final tax bill. Such notice shall be by individual notice to the property owner, by public notice in 
a local newspaper of general circulation, by public notice on the municipalities’ main website and any social 
media accounts utilized by the municipality, by public notice posted in the 2 places where the municipality 
regularly posts notices of its governing body meetings, and by any other means deemed appropriate by the 
governing body.

	 2 Appraisal of Taxable Property; Annual Appraisal; Municipalities Over 10,000; 90-Day Notice of Revalu-
ation. Amend RSA 75:8-b to read as follows:
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	 75:8-b Annual Appraisal; Municipalities Over 10,000. Except when assessing real estate under RSA 75:8-a, 
any municipality with a population over 10,000 as determined pursuant to RSA 78-A:25 intending to appraise 
real estate annually at market value, as defined in RSA 75:1, shall authorize such annual appraisal by a 
majority vote of the governing body. The governing body shall hold 2 public hearings regarding the annual 
appraisal process at least 15 days, but not more than 60 days, prior to the governing body’s authorization vote. 
Any municipality with a population over 10,000 as determined pursuant to RSA 78-A:25 annually appraising 
real estate at market value shall provide notification of changes to the assessed valuation at least 45 days 
prior to the issuance of the final tax bill[, either]. Such notice shall be by individual notice to the property 
owner, by public notice in a local newspaper of general circulation, by public notice on the municipalities’ 
main website or any social media accounts utilized by the municipality, and public notice posted 
in the 2 places where the municipality regularly posts notices of its governing body meetings, [or] 
and by any other means deemed appropriate by the governing body.

	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Failed.

Senator Gray offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Gray, Dist 6
February 26, 2025
2025-0602s
07/09

Floor Amendment to SB 225-FN-LOCAL
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Appraisal of Taxable Property; Annual Appraisal; Municipalities Over 10,000; 45-Day Notice of Revalu-
ation. Amend RSA 75:8-b to read as follows:

	 75:8-b Annual Appraisal; Municipalities Over 10,000. Except when assessing real estate under RSA 75:8-a, 
any municipality with a population over 10,000 as determined pursuant to RSA 78-A:25 intending to appraise 
real estate annually at market value, as defined in RSA 75:1, shall authorize such annual appraisal by a 
majority vote of the governing body. The governing body shall hold 2 public hearings regarding the annual 
appraisal process at least 15 days, but not more than 60 days, prior to the governing body’s authorization vote. 
Any municipality with a population over 10,000 as determined pursuant to RSA 78-A:25 annually appraising 
real estate at market value shall provide notification of changes to the assessed valuation at least 45 days 
prior to the issuance of the final tax bill[, either]. Such notice shall be by individual notice to the property 
owner, by public notice in a local newspaper of general circulation, by public notice on the municipalities’ 
main website or any social media accounts utilized by the municipality, and public notice posted 
in the 2 places where the municipality regularly posts notices of its governing body meetings, [or] 
and by any other means deemed appropriate by the governing body.

	 2 New Section; Five-Year Valuation Notice. Amend RSA 75 by inserting after section 8-b the following new 
section:

	 75:8-c Five Year Valuation Notice. Any municipality that conducts a reappraisal of property pursuant to 
RSA 75:8-a shall provide notification of changes to the assessed valuation at least 45 days prior to the issu-
ance of the final tax bill. Such notice shall be by individual notice to the property owner, by public notice in 
a local newspaper of general circulation, by public notice on the municipalities’ main website and any social 
media accounts utilized by the municipality, by public notice posted in the 2 places where the municipality 
regularly posts notices of its governing body meetings, and by any other means deemed appropriate by the 
governing body.

	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.

2025-0602s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill requires municipalities to post a public notice prior to conducting any annual or 5-year revalua-
tion of property.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.
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ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
SB 65-FN, relative to stormwater management for solar arrays.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

Senate Energy and Natural Resources
February 21, 2025
2025-0551s
06/05

Amendment to SB 65-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:

	 2 Terrain Alteration; Rulemaking. RSA 485-A:17, II-a is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

		  II-a. By January 1, 2026, the department shall adopt rules to establish a permit by notification for 
alteration of terrain that is limited to the installation of solar panels and related structures if the generat-
ing capacity of the installed panels is less than or equal to 5 MW. Until completion of such rulemaking, the 
department shall consider waivers from the rules adopted pursuant to RSA 485-A:17, I. Approval of such 
waivers shall not unreasonably be withheld.

	 3 Applicability of Administrative Rules. Any rules previously adopted by the department of environmental 
services under RSA 541-A, relative to permitting of solar arrays, that are inconsistent with section 1 of this 
act shall be deemed void and unenforceable on or after the effective date of this act.

	 4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Failed.

Senator Pearl offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Pearl, Dist 17
March 4, 2025
2025-0738s
06/05

Floor Amendment to SB 65-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Terrain Alteration; Rulemaking. RSA 485-A:17, II-a is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

		  II-a. By January 1, 2026, the department shall adopt rules to establish a permit by notification for 
alteration of terrain that is limited to the installation of solar panels and related structures if the generat-
ing capacity of the installed panels is less than or equal to 5 MW. Until completion of such rulemaking, the 
department shall consider waivers from the rules adopted pursuant to RSA 485-A:17, I. Approval of such 
waivers shall not unreasonably be withheld.

	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.

SB 227-FN, relative to site setbacks for landfills.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 4-1. Senator Pearl for the committee.

Senator Avard moved to Lay on the Table.

A roll call was requested by Senator Birdsell, seconded by Senator Innis.

The following Senators voted Yes: Lang, McConkey, Watters, Gray, Innis, Ward, Avard, Murphy, Pearl, Sul-
livan, Birdsell, Long, Abbas, Gannon, Carson.

The following Senators voted No: Rochefort, Prentiss, Ricciardi, Fenton, McGough, Rosenwald, Reardon, 
Perkins Kwoka, Altschiller.

Roll Call, Yeas: 15 - Nays: 9. Adopted.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
SB 56, relative to consolidating the New Hampshire health and education facilities authority within the 
business finance authority.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Reardon for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Failed.

Senator Innis moved to Re-refer to Committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Re-refer to Committee. Adopted.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
SB 17-FN, relative to insurance cost-sharing calculations.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Birdsell for the committee.

Senate Health and Human Services
February 20, 2025
2025-0531s
05/08

Amendment to SB 17-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Section; Accident and Health Insurance; Applying Patient Assistance for Prescription Drugs to Cost 
Sharing. Amend RSA 415:18 by inserting after section 415:18-ee the following new section:

	 415:18-ff Applying Patient Assistance for Prescription Drugs to Cost Sharing.

		  I. In this section:

			   (a) “Cost-sharing” means any coinsurance, copayment, deductible or out-of-pocket maximum.

			   (b) “Interchangeable biological product” means a biological product that the federal Food and Drug 
Administration:

				    (1) Has licensed and determined meets the standards for interchangeability pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 
section 262(k)(4); or

				    (2) Has determined is therapeutically equivalent as set forth in the latest edition of or supplement to 
the federal Food and Drug Administration’s Approved Drug Products with Therapeutic Equivalence Evaluations.

		  II. Each insurer that issues or renews any policy of individual or group accident or health insurance 
which provides coverage for prescription drugs, or which contracts with an entity providing such prescription 
drug coverage, including but not limited to pharmacy benefit manager companies, shall apply any amounts 
paid at the time of a claim on behalf of an enrollee by a third party, including but not limited to an indepen-
dent charity, to the enrollee’s cost sharing requirements, except in the case of a covered prescription drug for 
which there is a generic alternative or interchangeable biological product.

		  III. If the assistance payment is not processed in coordination with the enrollee’s health insurance 
coverage at the point of sale, then an insurer or its contracted entity providing prescription drug coverage 
may require a pharmacy processing an assistance payment from an independent charity patient assistance 
program on behalf of an enrollee to disclose to the enrollee’s insurer:

			   (a) The name of the enrollee on whose behalf a payment was made;

			   (b) The name of the covered prescription drug for which the payment was made;

			   (c) The amount of the payment that was provided; and

			   (d) Any other terms and conditions that are attached to the assistance program under which payment 
was made.

		  III. For a health care contract that meets the definition of a “high deductible plan” set forth in 26 U.S.C. 
section 223(c)(2) or a catastrophic health plan, as defined under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act of 2009, a carrier shall be exempt from the provisions of this section until the enrollee has satisfied the 
minimum deductible under Section 223 of the Federal Internal Revenue Code.

	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect on January 1, 2026.
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2025-0531s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill requires an insurer to apply an amount paid by a third party, including an independent charity, 
to the enrollee’s cost sharing requirements, except in the case of a covered prescription drug for which there 
is a generic alternative or interchangeable biological product.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Birdsell moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

SB 119-FN, relative to Medicaid pharmaceutical services.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Birdsell for the committee.

Senator Rosenwald offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Rosenwald, Dist 13
March 5, 2025
2025-0752s
05/08

Floor Amendment to SB 119-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to Medicaid pharmaceutical services and repealing prospective termination of the New 
Hampshire granite advantage health care program if the federal match rate falls below a specified 
amount.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 3 with the following:

	 4 Repeal; New Hampshire Granite Advantage Health Care Program. 2014, 3:10, I, as amended by 2016, 
13:13 and 2018, 342:12, relative to termination of the New Hampshire granite advantage health care program 
if the federal match rate falls below a specified amount, is repealed.

	 5 Effective Date.

		  I. Section 4 of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

2025-0752s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill:

	 I. Directs pharmacists to dispense brand name drugs to Medicaid beneficiaries when the brand name drug 
is on the department of health and human services preferred drug list.

	 II. Directs the department of health and human services to develop a standing order for certain Medicaid-
covered, over-the-counter medications, medical supplies, and laboratory tests when deemed medically neces-
sary and cost effective by the department.

	 III. Repeals the requirement that expanded Medicaid, also known as the New Hampshire granite advantage 
health care program, be terminated if the federal match rate falls below 90 percent.

The Chair ruled sections of the Floor Amendment non-germane.

Senator Rosenwald appealed the decision of the chair.

The question is shall the decision of the president stand.

A roll call was requested by Senator Rosenwald, seconded by Senator Altschiller.

The following Senators voted Yes: Rochefort, Lang, McConkey, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, McGough, Avard, 
Murphy, Pearl, Sullivan, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Carson.

The following Senators voted No: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Rosenwald, Reardon, Long, Perkins Kwoka, 
Altschiller.
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Roll Call, Yeas: 16 - Nays: 8. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to the Committee on 
Finance (Rule 4-5).

SB 120-FN, relative to insurance coverage for biomarker testing.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Birdsell for the committee.

Senate Health and Human Services
February 21, 2025
2025-0554s
05/11

Amendment to SB 120-FN
Amend RSA 420-J:20, III-IV as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  III. “Clinical utility” means a biomarker test result that provides information used in the formulation 
of a treatment or monitoring strategy that informs a covered person’s outcomes and impacts the treating 
provider’s clinical decisions. The most appropriate test may include both information that is actionable and 
some information that cannot be immediately used in the formulation of a clinical decision.

		  IV. “Consensus statements” mean statements developed by an independent, multidisciplinary panel of 
experts utilizing a transparent methodology and reporting structure and with a conflict of interest policy. 
These statements are aimed at specific clinical circumstances and base the statements on the best available 
evidence for the purpose of optimizing the outcomes of clinical care.

		  V. “Nationally recognized clinical practice guidelines” mean evidence-based clinical practice guidelines 
developed by independent organizations or medical professional societies utilizing a transparent methodology 
and reporting structure and with a conflict of interest policy. Clinical practice guidelines establish standards 
of care informed by a systematic review of evidence and an assessment of the benefits and risks of alternative 
care options and include recommendations intended to optimize patient care.

Amend RSA 420-J:21, II as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  II. Biomarker testing shall be covered for the purposes of diagnosis, treatment, appropriate management, 
or ongoing monitoring of an enrollee’s disease or condition when the test provides clinical utility and is dem-
onstrated by the following medical and scientific evidence, including but not limited to any of the following:

			   (a) Labeled indications for an FDA-approved or -cleared test;

			   (b) Indicated tests for an FDA-approved drug;

			   (c) Warnings and precautions on FDA-approved drug labels;

			   (d) Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) National Coverage Determinations or Medicare 
Administrative Contractor (MAC) Local Coverage Determinations; or

			   (e) Nationally recognized clinical practice guidelines and consensus statements.

Amend RSA 420-J:21, IV as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  IV. If utilization review, including but not limited to prior authorization, is required, the health car-
rier, utilization review entity, or any third party acting on behalf of an organization or entity subject to this 
subdivision shall approve or deny a prior authorization request and notify the enrollee, the enrollee’s health 
care provider, and any entity requesting authorization of the service within 14 days for non-urgent requests 
or within 72 hours for urgent requests.

Amend RSA 167:4-g, II as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  II. Biomarker testing shall be covered for the purposes of diagnosis, treatment, appropriate management, 
or ongoing monitoring of an enrollee’s disease or condition when the department of health and human services 
determines that the test provides clinical utility, as defined in RSA 420-J:20, III and is demonstrated by the 
following medical and scientific evidence, including but not limited to any of the following:

			   (a) Labeled indications for an FDA-approved or -cleared test;

			   (b) Indicated tests for an FDA-approved drug;
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			   (c) Warnings and precautions on FDA-approved drug labels;

			   (d) Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) National Coverage Determinations or Medicare 
Administrative Contractor (MAC) Local Coverage Determinations; or

			   (e) Nationally recognized clinical practice guidelines and consensus statements.

Amend RSA 167:4-g, V as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  V. If utilization review, including but not limited to prior authorization, is required, the state Medicaid 
plan, utilization review entity, or any third party acting on behalf of an organization or entity subject to this 
section shall approve or deny a prior authorization request and notify the enrollee, the enrollee’s health care 
provider, and any entity requesting authorization of the service within 14 days for non-urgent requests or 
within 72 hours for urgent requests.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Birdsell moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

JUDICIARY
SB 290-FN, relative to the definition of “torture” in animal abuse cases.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

Senator Pearl moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

LIST OF RULE 6-25’S FOR THE DAY
Senator Perkins Kwoka: SB 106-FN
Senator Reardon: SB 227-FN

LIST OF IN FAVOR/OPPOSITION FORMS FOR THE DAY
Senator Altschiller: SB 146-FN: In opposition to the motion of Ought to Pass.
Senator McGough: SB 255-FN-L: In opposition to the Committee Amendment and the Motion of Ought to 
Pass as Amended.
Senator Ricciardi: SB 188-FN: In opposition of the motion of Ought to Pass as Amended
Senator Ricciardi: SB 193-FN: In opposition to the motion of Ought to Pass.
Senator Ricciardi: SB 227-FN: In opposition to the motion to table.
Senator Birdsell: HB 399: In opposition to the motion of Ought to Pass.
Senator Ricciardi: HB 399: In opposition to the motion of Ought to Pass.

MOTION TO ADJOURN FROM EARLY SESSION
Senator Birdsell moved that the Senate adjourn from the Early Session, that the business of the Late Session 
be in order at the present time, that all bills and resolutions ordered to Third Reading be, by this resolution, 
read a third time, all titles be the same as adopted, and that they be passed at the present time.

Adopted. Adjournment from the Early Session.

LATE SESSION
Third Reading and Final Passage

HB 399, establishing a commission to study the New Hampshire zoning enabling act and relative to the ef-
fective date of the C-PACER program.
SB 27-FN, relative to dwellings over water.
SB 34, relative to parental consent for student participation in Medicaid to schools program.
SB 36, relative to the collection and reporting of abortion statistics by health care providers and medical 
facilities.
SB 41-FN, changing the reckless driving minimum penalties.
SB 54-FN, relative to refusal of consent to testing to determine alcohol concentration and penalties for ag-
gravated driving while intoxicated.
SB 57, establishing a study committee to analyze reducing the number of school administrative units.
SB 58-FN, relative to venue in criminal prosecutions of distribution of a controlled drug with death resulting.
SB 63-FN, relative to funding for the division of travel and tourism.
SB 65-FN, relative to stormwater management for solar arrays.
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SB 69-LOCAL, relative to acceptance of or rejection of charitable contributions, gifts, or donations by local 
school boards.
SB 71-FN, relative to cooperation with federal immigration authorities.
SB 78, relative to the zoning board of adjustments appeal period.
SB 89, enabling non-citizens who are legally authorized to work in the United States to deliver alcohol.
SB 91-FN, allowing one-time special appraisals of residences located in commercial zones.
SB 92-FN, relative to the collection of birth worksheet information.
SB 94, prohibiting municipal amendments to the state building code.
SB 95, relative to youth recreation camp cabins and the state building and fire codes.
SB 99-FN, relative to regional career and technical education agreements.
SB 100-FN, relative to violations of the prohibition on teaching discrimination.
SB 102-FN, making informational materials regarding type 1 diabetes available on the department of educa-
tion website.
SB 105, enabling towns to adopt budget caps.
SB 106-FN, relative to the participation of customer generators in net energy metering.
SB 107-FN, enabling the state treasurer to invest certain fish and game funds.
SB 108-FN, relative to the department of energy.
SB 112-FN, relative to purchased power agreements for electric distribution utilities.
SB 121-FN, requiring notice to the insurance department of the discontinuance of certain types of insurance, 
including Medicare Advantage Plans.
SB 133-FN, relative to the designation of emergency medical services performed by ambulance service provid-
ers as essential services.
SB 140-FN, establishing a domestic violence fatality review committee.
SB 141-FN, extending the time to petition for a new trial in certain cases.
SB 149-FN, relative to the crime of aggravated driving while intoxicated.
SB 154-FN, relative to authorized organizations issuing multi-use decal plates.
SB 161, making technical corrections to statutes governing out-of-state placements for children.
SB 182, relative to the maternal mortality review committee.
SB 188-FN, allowing independent permitting and inspections, and allowing local governments to authorize 
licensed engineers and architects to perform building code inspections.
SB 190, relative to the state health assessment and state health improvement plan advisory council and the 
commission on the interdisciplinary primary care workforce.
SB 192, establishing a committee to study enhanced coordination between county correctional facilities, the 
department of corrections, and the department of health and human services.
SB 193-FN, requiring the head of each state agency to submit a strategic plan for program activities.
SB 196-FN, relative to the exemption from competitive bidding requirements for certain state agency projects.
SB 197, relative to the medical supervision of the licensed registered nurse employed by the legislative facili-
ties committee.
SB 202, relative to Alzheimer’s disease and other related dementia training for first responders.
SB 212, changing references from “votes” to “ballots” in the laws regarding elections.
SB 217, relative to public notice of historic tax rates and tax impacts of proposed projects.
SB 225-FN-LOCAL, requiring public notice before re-assessment of property values for local tax purposes.
SB 229-FN, relative to the sale of uninspected bison, red deer, and elk meat.
SB 258-FN, establishing crimes related to the fraudulent use of gift cards.
SB 262-FN, relative to the penalty for trafficking in persons under 18 years of age.
SB 266-FN, relative to safety and accountability of drivers under 18 years of age.
SB 267-FN, relative to the penalty for engaging in prostitution as a patron.
SB 271, relative to qualifications for issuing veteran license plates to include General Discharge Under Hon-
orable Conditions.
SB 272-FN, relative to electric-vehicle charging station funding.
SB 273-FN, relative to motorist duties when approaching highway emergencies involving a stopped or stand-
ing vehicle.
SB 278-FN, including qualifying convictions from other states as grounds for termination of parental rights 
petitions.
SB 280-FN, requiring a food delivery service to enter into an agreement with a food service establishment or 
food retail store before offering delivery service from that restaurant.HB 399, establishing a commission to 
study the New Hampshire zoning enabling act and relative to the effective date of the C-PACER program.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
(The Chair recognized Senator Reardon.)

SENATOR REARDON: Thank you Madam President and thank you to my colleagues for indulging me after 
a really busy day. I just wanted to announce the birth of my latest grandchild last night. My oldest son Matt 
Flanders, and his wife Taylor Duhaime Flanders gave birth to a son last night. Five weeks early, so we don’t 
have a name yet, but we will. Thank you.

PRESENTATION OF PAGE CERTIFICATES
(The Chair recognized Senator Sullivan.)

PRESIDENT CARSON: I’d like you all to give a round of applause to our pages today. I think they did a great 
job. And I’d like to present a Resolution to Wolfgang Hieronymus by the Senate of the state of New Hampshire. 
This is to acknowledge your visit to the New Hampshire Senate and to express the hope that your interest 
in the affairs of government will continue. Only through the patriotic participation of good citizens can the 
fundamental freedoms of America be preserved. Here you go. And thank you very much for being here today.

SENATOR SULLIVAN: This is presented to Seamus Sullivan by the Senate of the state of New Hampshire. 
This is to acknowledge your visit to the New Hampshire Senate and to express the hope that your interest 
in affairs of the government will continue. Only through the patriotic participation of good citizens can the 
fundamental freedoms of America be preserved. Thank you.

Without objection, all Personal Privileges and Unanimous Consent shall be entered into the permanent Jour-
nal of the Senate. (Rule 2-16 and Rule 2-17). Adopted.

MOTION TO RECESS TO CALL OF THE CHAIR
Senator Birdsell moved that the business of the day being completed, that the Senate recess to the Call of the 
Chair for the purposes of introducing legislation, referring bills to committee, scheduling hearings, sending 
and receiving messages, vacating bills, and processing enrolled bill reports and amendments and when we 
recess, we recess to the Call of the Chair.

Adopted. The Senate is in recess to the Call of the Chair.


