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SENATE
JOURNAL  7 (continued)	 February 14, 2023

HOUSE MESSAGE
The House of Representatives has passed Bills with the following titles, in the passage of which it asks the 
concurrence of the Senate:

HB 79, (New Title) establishing a committee to study the New Hampshire law relative to standards for farm 
products and marketing and grading commodities.
HB 109, relative to the occupational therapy practice act.
HB 138, relative to the oversight of the commissioner of the department of agriculture, markets, and food.
HB 152, relative to soil and plant additives.
HB 162, relative to supported decision making.
HB 163-FN, relative to authorized license plate decals.
HB 193-FN, relative to administration of the New Hampshire retirement system.
HB 200, relative to choice of counselor to evaluate a child in family court proceedings.
HB 211, relative to a report by the department of energy on the effectiveness of the system benefits charge.
HB 266, relative to notice and public access requirements for hybrid and virtual agency public comment 
hearings for rulemaking.
HB 268-FN, (New Title) relative to the furnishing of special number plates to the liquor commission, division 
of enforcement and licensing, and official cover plates to the house clerk.
HB 307-FN, relative to attorney’s fees in actions under the right to know law.
HB 321-FN-LOCAL, relative to minutes from nonpublic sessions under the right to know law.
HB 365, relative to a statewide facility condition assessment for school buildings.
HB 391, (New Title) relative to the memorandum of understanding on data sharing between the department 
of health and human services and the department of environmental services.
HB 409-FN, relative to nonresident licensure by the board of barbering, cosmetology, and esthetics.
HB 435, relative to relief aid calculation in determining grants for adequate education. 
HB 466, relative to water bottle filling stations in schools.
HB 501, relative to ages for special education services. 

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
Senator Carson offered the following Resolution:

RESOLVED, That in accordance with the list in the possession of the Senate Clerk, the following legislation 
shall be by this resolution read a first and second time by the therein listed title and referred to the therein 
designated committee. Adopted in recess.

First and Second Reading and Referral
23-1060
CACR 10, the general court. (Soucy, Dist 18; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Birdsell, Dist 19; D’Allesandro, Dist 20; 
Bradley, Dist 3; Carson, Dist 14; Simpson, Rock. 33; Wilhelm, Hills. 40; Election Law and Municipal Affairs)

23-1057
SB 268, allowing for pre-hospital treatment and transportation for police canines. (D’Allesandro, Dist 20; 
Ricciardi, Dist 9; Birdsell, Dist 19; Innis, Dist 7; Lang, Dist 2; Avard, Dist 12; Bradley, Dist 3; Watters, Dist 
4; Gannon, Dist 23; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Ward, Dist 8; Gendreau, Dist 1; Carson, Dist 14; Judiciary)

23-1058
SB 269, relative to tip pooling and sharing. (Soucy, Dist 18; Innis, Dist 7; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Chandley, Dist 
11; Soucy, Merr. 21; Seaworth, Merr. 12; Commerce)

23-1059
SB 270-FN-A, relative to appropriations to the department of transportation. (D’Allesandro, Dist 20; Watters, 
Dist 4; Carson, Dist 14; Soucy, Dist 18; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Gendreau, Dist 1; Finance)
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23-1061
SB 271, relative to the seating of delegates to national party conventions. (Bradley, Dist 3; Innis, Dist 7; 
Ward, Dist 8; Birdsell, Dist 19; Gray, Dist 6; Carson, Dist 14; Lang, Dist 2; Avard, Dist 12; Gannon, Dist 
23; Gendreau, Dist 1; Murphy, Dist 16; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Pearl, Dist 17; Abbas, Dist 22; Election Law and 
Municipal Affairs)

23-1062
SB 272-FN, establishing a parents’ bill of rights in education. (Carson, Dist 14; Avard, Dist 12; Gannon, Dist 
23; Gray, Dist 6; Birdsell, Dist 19; Bradley, Dist 3; Ward, Dist 8; Innis, Dist 7; Murphy, Dist 16; Ricciardi, 
Dist 9; Lang, Dist 2; Abbas, Dist 22; Gendreau, Dist 1; Pearl, Dist 17; Education)

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS
The committee on Enrolled Bills has examined and found correctly Enrolled the following entitled House 
and/or Senate Bills:

SB 1-FN-A, (Second New Title) relative to the closing of the Sununu youth services center, making appropria-
tions thereof, and establishing a commission to study community impacts of the secured youth development 
center.

Senator Avard moved adoption of the Report of Committee on Enrolled Bills. Adopted in recess.

Out of Recess. Call the Senate to Order.

MOTION TO ADJOURN FROM LATE SESSION
Senator Carson moved that the Senate adjourn from the Late Session.

Adopted. Adjournment from the Late Session.

SENATE
JOURNAL 8	 February 22, 2023
The Senate reconvened at 1:00 p.m., a quorum being present.

Senator Birdsell offered the following prayer:

Hope everyone is happy on this Ash Wednesday. 

O God, from whom all power comes, by whose divine will all must abide. We pray to keep everyone safe in 
the aftermath of yet another New England storm. We thank you for our civil liberties and freedom for our 
opportunities and our privileges. We beg of you to bless, assist and enlighten Senators in this body today 
and always. May they prove worthy of the confidence placed in them by their fellow citizens. May they be 
just and upright in their thinking, honest in all their actions, and ever be guided by a true conscience of the 
legislation they propose or vote on. Hold in your protective hands our military and first responders. Forgive 
us all our mistakes and selfish tendencies and help prepare us by our good deeds for an eternal union with 
you, our Lord. Amen.

Senator Ward led the Pledge of Allegiance.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
(The Chair recognized Senator D’Allesandro.)

SENATOR D’ALLESANDRO: Mister President, listening to our session today will be Mrs. Dupont, Andrea, 
Ed’s daughters, Lindsey and Ashley, his son-in-law David, and the staff of the Dupont Group up in the gal-
lery. Please stand and be recognized. Curtis Barry, who’s also here. Curtis, thank you.

If I might Mister President, a moment of Personal Privilege. Recently, we lost a former Senate President, 
Ed Dupont. Now, many of us worked with Ed when he was in the Legislature. He was Majority Leader for a 
couple of terms and President of the Senate. But we worked with him closely when he was head of the Dupont 
Group, which was a lobbying group. And one might say there was no finer gentleman than Ed DuPont. A 
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first class human being; first class in every sense of the word. I don’t think I ever saw him when he had his 
tie out of place. His jacket wasn’t perfect, and his clothing was the max. He was GQ from the get-go, alright, 
from the get-go. 

A brilliant legislator. The Mediscam would not have happened without Ed Dupont. He saved the state. He 
saved us from bankruptcy. The bankruptcy of Public Service Company of New Hampshire, that particular 
situation was upon us. So, think of these things that he dealt with as a legislator and as a leader. 

As a family man, he was devoted, devoted to his family, devoted to his friends. And as I said, there isn’t a finer 
guy that walked these halls than Ed Dupont. And as I was walking in this morning, I bumped into another 
previous Senate President, and we had a quick discussion about what it’s like as we move along this path of 
life and we lose friends, we lose friendships, we lose relationships, and we lose people who did so much for 
this state and so much for the family. And really, in the greatest sense of the word, so much for the country. 
And that’s Ed Dupont. Steady Eddie Dupont. Loved the University of New Hampshire. More love for the 
University of New Hampshire I want to generate out of this body. But he loved UNH, did a great job as the 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the University System and just one distinguished individual. 

And when we leave this earth, we want to leave a legacy. Ed Dupont has left a legacy; a legacy of public 
service, a legacy of friendship, friendships that last forever. And a legacy of showing us the pathway to do 
the right thing. Thank you, Mister President.

PRESIDENT BRADLEY: Thank you, Senator D’Allesandro. If we could have a moment of silence for former 
Senate President Dupont. 

Thank you. 

CONSENT CALENDAR REPORTS REMOVED
ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
SB 229-FN, by Senator Avard

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
SB 238-FN, by Senator Birdsell
SB 240, by Senator Rosenwald

JUDICIARY
SB 179, by Senator Carson

SPECIAL ORDER
Without objection, the following bills are Special Ordered as follows:

Thursday, March 9, 2023
EDUCATION
SB 141-FN, relative to administration of the education freedom accounts program.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
SB 238-FN, relative to the use of telemedicine to treat mental health conditions.

JUDICIARY
SB 117, relative to the definition of a “child” for the purpose of negligent storage of firearms.
SB 181-FN, relative to access to abortion care.
SB 184, relative to the age at which a minor may receive mental health treatment without parental consent.
SB 249-FN, relative to the release of a defendant pending trial.
SB 252-FN, relative to release of a defendant pending trial.

Thursday, March 16, 2023
JUDICIARY
SB 58, relative to arrests without a warrant while in the care of a medical professional on the premises of a 
residential care or health care facility.

Adopted.

AMENDED FN REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 22, 2023
Senator Gray recommends the waiver of referral to the Finance Committee, Senate Rule 4-5, for the following 
bills with a fiscal note or an appropriation of funds:
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CONSENT CALENDAR:

COMMERCE
SB 53-FN, permitting the use of certain refrigerants that are in compliance with the American Innovation 
and Manufacturing Act.
SB 97-FN, relative to the use of animals in product testing.
SB 137-FN, relative to nano brewery licenses and beverage manufacturers licenses.

EDUCATION
SB 215-FN, relative to nursing certification requirements.

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
SB 164-FN-L, relative to biodiverse environments.
SB 229-FN, relative to administration of certain wetlands permits by the department of environmental services.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
SB 44-FN, relative to license requirements for certain alcohol and other drug use professionals.
SB 75-FN, relative to the division of personnel in the department of administrative services.
SB 126-FN, relative to licensure requirements for telehealth services and relative to licensure of physicians 
and physicians assistants treating patients incarcerated with the department of corrections.
SB 210-FN, relative to the licensing of software applications by state agencies.
SB 211-FN, relative to background investigations of solid waste and hazardous waste facility permit applicants.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
SB 238-FN, relative to the use of telemedicine to treat mental health conditions.

JUDICIARY
SB 26-FN, relative to asbestos actions.
SB 38-FN, amending the procedure for issuing a summons instead of an arrest.
SB 180-FN, relative to product labeling and information guide requirements for cannabis products.
SB 185-FN, relative to protective services for vulnerable adults and the definition of abandonment.
SB 244-FN, relative to false public alarms.

TRANSPORTATION
SB 187-FN, relative to driver’s licenses for certain visa holders.
SB 257-FN, relative to access to drivers’ license information for legitimate business purposes.

REGULAR CALENDAR:

JUDICIARY
SB 181-FN, relative to access to abortion care.

Senator Gray recommends the following bills be ordered to the Finance Committee upon being found Ought 
to Pass/Ought to Pass with Amendment:

CONSENT CALENDAR:

COMMERCE
SB 202-FN-A, relative to establishing a homeownership innovations fund in the New Hampshire housing 
finance authority.

EDUCATION
SB 93-FN-L, relative to the individualized education programs of chartered public school students—if Re-refer 
recommendation is overturned.
SB 152-FN, relative to New Hampshire workforce training programs.

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
SB 228-FN, relative to the Hilton Park boat ramp.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
SB 108-FN, relative to participation of the New Hampshire public defender program in the state employee 
health insurance plan.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
SB 85-FN-A, relative to emergency behavioral health services and behavioral health crisis programs.
SB 127-FN, relative to certain programs administered by the department of health and human services.
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SB 178-FN-A, relative to certain specialty formulas under Medicaid.
SB 233-FN-A, re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children 
(WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program.
SB 234-FN-A, directing the department of health and human services to develop a public awareness campaign 
on brain health, Alzheimer’s disease, and related dementias and making an appropriation therefor.

JUDICIARY
SB 248-FN, relative to bail for a defendant—if Re-refer recommendation is overturned.

REGULAR CALENDAR:

COMMERCE
SB 143-FN, establishing a scholarship fund for certain small businesses applying for loans from the capital 
access program administered by the New Hampshire business finance authority—if Inexpedient to Legislate 
recommendation is overturned.

EDUCATION
SB 141-FN, relative to administration of the education freedom accounts program—if Inexpedient to Legislate 
recommendation is overturned.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
SB 134-FN, relative to disability pensions for public safety employees who are victims of violence—if Re-refer 
recommendation is overturned.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
SB 175-FN, relative to Medicaid coverage for mothers.

JUDICIARY
SB 249-FN, relative to the release of a defendant pending trial.
SB 252-FN, relative to release of a defendant pending trial.

TRANSPORTATION
SB 186-FN, relative to an electric bicycle low-income transportation incentive program and making an ap-
propriation therefor—if Inexpedient to Legislate recommendation is overturned.

WAYS AND MEANS
SB 104-FN-A, to regulate online gambling and direct net proceeds to a community college education scholar-
ship fund.
SB 189-FN, relative to the definition of gross business profits in determining taxable business profits.
SB 260-FN, relative to deductions under the business profits tax for compensation of members and owners.
SB 261-FN, relative to the interest and dividends tax rate and threshold—if Inexpedient to Legislate recom-
mendation is overturned.

(The Chair recognized Senator Gray.)

SENATOR GRAY: Thank you, Mister President. SB 228 in the Energy and Natural Resources Committee on 
the Consent Calendar was ordered to the Committee on Finance on the amended FN Report and I recommend 
it to be Ordered to Third Reading.

Without objection, the FN Report as amended is adopted.

CONSENT CALENDAR
Senator Carson moved that the Consent Calendar, with the relevant amendments as printed in the day’s 
Calendar be adopted and that all such bills found Ought to Pass be ordered as follows:

FN bills not waived under Senate Rule 4-5, to the Committee on Finance; non-FN bills approved for referral 
to Finance by the day’s FN Report, to the Committee on Finance; and all other bills, to Third Reading.

COMMERCE
SB 53-FN, permitting the use of certain refrigerants that are in compliance with the American Innovation 
and Manufacturing Act.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Chandley for the committee.

The American Innovation and Manufacturing Act allowed the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
to issue rules and regulations to phase out and restrict the use of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) in certain 



	 SENATE  JOURNAL  22  FEBRUARY  2023	 106

appliances and equipment. At the request of the industry, this bill would update state building codes to 
permit the use of alternative refrigerants. Providing greater certainty would enable the industry to move 
forward with new innovations. The Committee Amendment made a technical correction by changing the 
reference from 42 U.S.C. section 7675 to 42 U.S.C. section 7671k.

Commerce
February 14, 2023
2023-0518s
05/04

Amendment to SB 53-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 permitting the use of certain refrigerants that are in compliance with the Clean Air Act.

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 New Paragraph; State Building Code; Use of Refrigerants. Amend RSA 155-A:2 by inserting after para-
graph V-b the following new paragraph:

		  V-c. No provision of the state building code and no local building code ordinance, regulation, or admin-
istrative practice shall prohibit or otherwise limit, the use of a refrigerant designated as acceptable pursu-
ant to 42 U.S.C. section 7671k, provided that any equipment containing such refrigerant shall be listed and 
installed in accordance with safety standards and use conditions imposed pursuant to such designation.

2023-0518s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill prohibits the state building code or municipal codes from prohibiting the use of refrigerants 
designated as permissible under the Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. section 7671k, if the equipment is installed in 
compliance with federal requirements.

SB 97-FN, relative to the use of animals in product testing.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Ricciardi for the committee.

This bill would have prohibited the use of testing on animals for certain products, such as cosmetics, 
household cleaners, drugs, and medical devices. In addition, the NH Attorney General’s Office would have 
been given the authority to bring civil suits against those using animals in their testing. At the public 
hearing, the Department voiced two concerns. First, this bill would create a new enforcement division. 
Second, the Department would need to hire specialized staff to evaluate and prove cases. There are 15 
companies throughout the U.S. that conduct testing on animals, but there are none in New Hampshire. 
Their products, however, are on shelves throughout the state. Given previous legislative attempts and 
unanswered questions, the Committee adopted a motion of Re-Refer to provide the sponsor and stakehold-
ers with additional time to come to a solution. 

SB 137-FN, relative to nano brewery licenses and beverage manufacturers licenses.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

Craft brewing has been a hopped up success story since the first Nano Brewer License was awarded in 
2011. Each subsequent year more and more privileges have been added for craft brewers. The value of 
their rights has increased 1,000 percent. The debate now is, would this legislation simplify and streamline 
this industry or does this bill grant nano brewers the privilege of being a beverage manufacturer for free. 
The Commerce Committee believes it would be best to let the issue ferment and let the industry leaders 
come together and brew up a recipe for the proper mix needed in this legislation. The majority recom-
mends re-refer and says cheers to that!

SB 194, allowing students under age 21 to taste wine in educational settings.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Innis for the committee.

This bill would have allowed educational institutions to provide sip and spit wine tastings to undergradu-
ate students in supervised settings. Currently, 18- to 20-year-olds are allowed to tend bar, make mixed 
drinks, and handle alcoholic beverages in stores. While other states have passed similar legislation, the 
Committee felt there remained unanswered questions and concerns, such as the possible jeopardizing of 
federal highway funds. 
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SB 198, directing the insurance department to conduct a cost study of providing coverage for certain repro-
ductive health care.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Chandley for the committee.

Unlike heterosexual couples, same sex couples are required to undergo additional testing prior to as-
sisted reproductive treatment. This bill would direct the NH Insurance Department to examine the cost 
of group health insurance coverage for same sex and single individuals who are undergoing treatment to 
determine if parity can be reached. 

SB 202-FN-A, relative to establishing a homeownership innovations fund in the New Hampshire housing 
finance authority.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Ricciardi for the committee.

Homeownership remains the cornerstone of the American Dream, and it is among the largest asset owned 
by an individual or a family. Between 2010 and 2020, the rate of homeownership in New Hampshire de-
clined across all age demographics. Significant barriers, such as limited housing inventory and increased 
median housing prices, have continued to impact affordability for entry level homebuyers. This bill would 
establish the Homeownership Innovations Fund, which would be administered by the NH Housing Fi-
nance Authority, to help foster innovation and financing of starter homes. Pilot programs would explore 
innovative construction alternatives, such as modulars or 3D printed homes, while also ensuring homes 
are affordable for families.

EDUCATION
SB 93-FN-L, relative to the individualized education programs of chartered public school students.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Ward for the committee.

SB93 would have modified the relationship between charter schools and district schools as it relates to 
students with disabilities covered by IEPs. SB93 would have shifted the responsibility of financing and 
the education of student IEPs from district schools to the charter school. The Committee elected to re-
refer the bill following discussions with educators and the bill’s sponsors. It became evident that more 
work was needed. 

SB 152-FN, relative to New Hampshire workforce training programs.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Fenton for the committee.

SB 152-FN is a bill seeking to establish and support a marine trades career development pathway with the 
creation of a workforce development and innovation fund under the Department of Education. SB 152-FN 
further establishes a workforce training center committee to oversee and monitor the program, coordinate 
between labor groups and career training centers, whilst compiling and submitting an annual report to 
the Governor. The intent of SB 152-FN is to enhance New Hampshire’s competitive edge in the growing 
off-shore wind industry, while ensuring longevity and viability of New Hampshire’s marine labor force. 

Senate Education
February 14, 2023
2023-0525s
06/10

Amendment to SB 152-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 Department of Education; Career and Technical Education; Regional Programs; New Hampshire Work-
force Training. The department of education shall establish a marine trades pathway at a regional career 
technology center, upon application from a regional technology center demonstrating need for workforce de-
velopment, and planning for any funding needed for space, equipment, and instructional time. The proposal 
shall include coordination and participation of businesses and industries related to marine trades.

Amend RSA 12-O:51-a, I(e) as inserted by section 3 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

			   (e) A representative of the university of New Hampshire, Sea Grant, appointed by the university.

SB 215-FN, relative to nursing certification requirements.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Lang for the committee.

SB 215-FN is an act seeking to lower the barriers-of-entry for school nurse positions in the State. SB 
215-FN amends RSA 200:29, IV, to permit the hiring of an associate degree nurse as opposed to exclu-
sively one holding a bachelor’s degree. Further, the bill extends the window for nurses to complete BSN 
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programs to within six years of their respective hiring. The intent of SB 215-FN is to increase the supply 
of qualified school nurses available for hire, mitigating the labor shortage and relieving school budgets 
of having to accommodate and finance contracted nurses. 

Senate Education
February 14, 2023
2023-0521s
07/10

Amendment to SB 215-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 School Health Services; School Nurse; Certification. Amend RSA 200:29, II(a)(1) to read as follows:

				    (1) Have completed a board of nursing approved registered nursing program at the [bachelor’s] 
associate’s degree level or higher under RSA 326-B; and

	 2 School Health Services; School Nurse; Certification. RSA 200:29,IV is repealed and reenacted to read as 
follows:

		  IV. All school nurses hired after August 25, 2019 holding an associate’s degree in nursing shall be enrolled 
in a registered nurse to bachelor of science in nursing program, and shall complete such program within 6 
years of the date of hire.

	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2023-0521s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill alters the requirement for entry level school nurses to have completed a bachelor of science in a 
nursing program, and requires school nurses hired after 2019 complete a bachelor’s program within 6 years 
of the date of hire.

ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
SB 158, relative to absentee ballot outer envelopes.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Gray for the committee.

This bill amends the absentee ballot process by requiring the clerks to open the outer envelope, upon 
receipt and review of the affidavit, in order to allow voters the opportunity to correct errors. Absentee 
ballots hand delivered to the clerk will no longer require the outer envelope. These changes will reduce 
the number of disenfranchised voters and provide support for election officials. 

Election Law and Municipal Affairs
February 14, 2023
2023-0519s
09/05

Amendment to SB 158
Amend RSA 657:7, II as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  II. Affidavit envelopes of sufficient size to contain the ballots on which shall be printed the following: 

YOUR COMPLETED ABSENTEE BALLOT MUST BE SEALED IN THIS ENVELOPE 

I do hereby certify under the penalties for voting fraud set forth below that: 

I am a voter in the city or town of _______________, New Hampshire. 

One of the following applies to me: 

1) I will be absent on election day. Absence includes: 

a) I will be out-of-town on election day. 

b) I will be unable to vote in person because I will be working. 

c) I will be unable to vote in person because I will be caring for children or infirm adults, with or without 
compensation. 
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d) I am voting absentee on the Monday immediately before the election, the National Weather Service has 
issued a winter storm warning, blizzard warning, or ice storm warning that applies to my town/ward, and I 
have concerns for traveling in the storm. 

2) I am unable to vote in person due to disability. 

3) I am unable to vote in person due to observance of a religious commitment, which prevents me from vot-
ing in person. 

4) I am confined to a penal institution for a misdemeanor or while awaiting trial. 

I have carefully read or had read to me the absentee voting instructions. I personally marked the absentee 
ballot enclosed in this envelope or, due to a disability, I had assistance in marking the absentee ballot. 

Voter Signature_________________

Printed Name _________________

Voter Address__________________

A person assisting a voter with a disability shall sign this statement on this envelope acknowledging the 
assistance. 

I attest that I assisted (print voter name) ____________________ because the voter is a person with a disability. 
I marked the ballot and/or this form as instructed by the voter. 

In accordance with RSA 659:34, the penalty for knowingly or purposefully providing false information when 
registering to vote or voting is a class A misdemeanor with a maximum sentence of imprisonment not to ex-
ceed one year and a fine not to exceed $2,000. Fraudulently registering to vote or voting is subject to a civil 
penalty not to exceed $5,000.

Amend RSA 657:18 as inserted by section 4 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

	 657:18 Procedure by Clerk. Upon receipt of an outer envelope purporting to contain an official absentee 
voting ballot, the clerk of the city or town shall, subject to RSA 657:16, open the outer envelope and attach 
thereto the application for an absentee ballot to the affidavit envelope submitted by said voter and record 
the information pursuant to RSA 657:15. [All such envelopes] The affidavit envelopes shall be preserved 
unopened until election day.

SB 223, relative to supervisors of the checklist.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Gray for the committee.

This legislation would change the term for Supervisors of the Checklist from six years to three years. In 
order for that change to take place, additional adjustments to the statute would be required. The bill also 
requires Supervisors of the Checklist to use the National Change of Address Database to identify voters. 
The Secretary of State’s office is currently working on implementing a new system regarding the National 
Change of Address Database. Re-Referring this bill will allow the Committee to consider incorporating 
that system into the language as well as add the needed adjustments to statute.

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
SB 162, relative to exemptions from rabies vaccinations for dogs, cats, and ferrets.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

Senate Bill 162 makes the initial period for an exemption from the rabies vaccination for dogs, cats, and 
animals annual with the recertification of a veterinarian. Immunization exemptions may be issued, where 
illness or a veterinary medical condition warrant, by the local rabies control authority upon the written 
recommendation of a veterinarian licensed under RSA 322-B, additionally the recommendation shall also 
be signed by an American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine diplomate and the state veterinarian. 
The exemption shall be valid for one year. After the initial year has expired and if the animal still quali-
fies for the exemption, the exemption shall be re certified by a veterinarian licensed under RSA 332-B 
on an annual basis.

SB 163, relative to agritourism and product sales at farms and farm roadside stands.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 163 is in relation to agritourism and product sales at farms and farm roadside stands. This bill defines 
“significant expansion” and allows municipalities to request information about product sales from a farm. 
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The prime sponsor requested the Senate Energy and Natural Resources committee vote to SB 163 as re-
refer to committee, so that the stakeholders could come together and reach a solution on the language of 
the bill. The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee voted SB 163 be rereferred to committee.

SB 164-FN-L, relative to biodiverse environments.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Watters for the committee.

Senate Bill 164 defines biodiversity and requires its inclusion in the land and community heritage invest-
ment program. The first section of SB 164 includes findings which show the decline in the world’s wildlife 
and that a large portion of land and bodies of water have been altered. The first section also states that 
the people of New Hampshire and future generations deserve a clean, healthy, and biodiverse environ-
ment. The second, third and fourth sections of SB 164 add biodiversity to the definitions of the land and 
community heritage investment program, easement interests, and eligible resource respectively. 

Energy and Natural Resources
February 15, 2023
2023-0554s
08/10

Amendment to SB 164-FN-LOCAL
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to consideration of biodiversity in the land and community heritage investment program.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Findings. The general court finds: 

		  I. There is an average 69 percent decline in global populations of mammals, fish, birds, reptiles, and 
amphibians since 1970 including the loss of nearly 3,000,000,000,000 birds in North America since 1970, and 
1,000,000 animal and plant species are now threatened with extinction. 

		  II. Invasive species and warming temperatures pose a threat to the biodiversity of New Hampshire.

		  III. Three-quarters of the land-based environment and roughly 66 percent of the ocean environment have 
been significantly altered. More than a third of the world’s land surface and nearly 75 percent of freshwater 
resources are now devoted to crop or livestock production. Climate change and pollution worsen the impact 
of other stressors on nature and our well-being. 

		  IV. The people of the state of New Hampshire, including future generations, deserve a clean, healthy, 
and biodiverse environment, including pure water, clean air, natural beauty, healthy ecosystems and a 
stable climate, necessary for the preservation of the natural, cultural, scenic and healthful qualities of the 
environment. 

		  V. Ecosystem services of a biodiverse environment benefit New Hampshire citizens, so the state of New 
Hampshire recognizes the need to maintain biodiversity and to enhance its capacity to adapt to change and 
provide for the needs of future generations. New Hampshire recognizes the responsibility to develop and 
utilize these resources in a manner consistent with their conservation and biodiversity. 

		  VI. The state, including each branch, agency, and political subdivision, recognizes their roles as trustees 
of the natural resources of the state, among them its waters, air, flora, fauna, climate, and public lands. The 
state recognizes the duty to conserve, protect, and maintain these resources for the benefit of all the people, 
including generations yet to come.

	 2 New Paragraph; Land and Community Heritage Investment Authority; Definitions; Biodiversity. Amend 
RSA 227-M:2 by inserting after paragraph I the following new paragraph:

		  I-a. “Biodiversity” means all of the species, including plants, bacteria, animals, and humans in a par-
ticular region, habitat, or ecosystem, that work together to maintain balance and support life. Biodiversity 
includes the variability among living organisms from all sources including terrestrial, marine, and other 
aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are a part, including variation in genetic, 
phenotypic, phylogenetic, and functional attributes, as well as changes in abundance and distribution over 
time and space within and among species, biological communities, and ecosystems.

	 3 Definition; Easement Interests; Biodiversity Added. Amend RSA 227-M:2, IV to read as follows:
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		  IV. “Easement interests” means conservation, including biodiversity, historic preservation, or scenic 
easements, development rights, or any other similar protective interest in real property held in perpetuity, 
or a term easement that is held for a specific period of time and not in perpetuity as part of a farm viability 
program. 

	 4 Definition; Eligible Resource. Amend RSA 227-M:2, V to read as follows:

		  V. “Eligible resource” means a natural, cultural, or historical resource including archaeological sites; 
historic buildings and structures which house cultural events and programs; historic properties including 
buildings and structures; historic and cultural lands and features; ecologically significant lands; biodiverse 
areas; existing and potential public water supply lands; farmland; forestland; habitat for rare species or 
important wildlife; wildlife corridors and habitat strongholds as defined in RSA 207:1; lands for recreation; 
riverine, lake, estuarine, and ocean shorelands; scenic areas and viewsheds; and wetlands and associated 
uplands. 

	 5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2023-0554s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill defines biodiversity and requires its inclusion in the land and community heritage investment 
program.

SB 226, relative to the use of bait for hunting bear.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Watters for the committee.

SB 226 authorizes rules to be adopted for the use of bait in hunting black bear. The prime sponsor stated 
that this bill was introduced due to some confusion over the current statutes. The prime sponsor requested 
the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee to vote SB 226 as inexpedient to legislate. The Sen-
ate Energy and Natural Resources Committee voted SB 226 as inexpedient to legislate.

SB 228-FN, relative to the Hilton Park boat ramp.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Watters for the committee.

Senate Bill 228-FN and the committee amendment establish a study committee to examine the Hilton 
Park Boat Ramp, dock repair and any construction needed. The study committee will consist of the De-
partment of Transportation, the Department of Fish and Game, and the Pease Development Authority. 
The study committee will also consider the purchase of the site from the Department of Transportation 
and its transfer to a suitable entity to oversee the construction and operation of the facility, the cost of 
construction and maintenance, and any environmental impacts. 

Energy and Natural Resources
February 7, 2023
2023-0403s
09/08

Amendment to SB 228-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Section; Hilton Park Boat Ramp, Dock Repair, and Construction. Amend RSA 233-A by inserting 
after section 233-A:15 the following new section:

	 233-A:16 Hilton Park Boat Ramp, Dock Repair, and Construction.

		  I. The department of transportation, the department of fish and game, and the Pease Development 
Authority shall study repairs to the Hilton Park boat ramp and the construction of a new dock facility for 
use by the public. The study shall include but not be limited to consideration of the purchase of the site from 
the department of transportation and transfer to a suitable entity to oversee construction and operation of 
the facility, the cost of construction, the cost of maintenance, management of the competed facility, and any 
environmental impacts. The study shall include consultation with the department of environmental services, 
the city of Dover, the town of Newington, representatives of the aquaculture industry, the Great Bay wa-
terkeeper, and other interested parties, and it shall provide opportunity for public input. It shall consider 
available funds or grants from federal and other sources, and it shall address the issues of the potential use 
of the facility for commercial purposes. The study shall consider feasible access and use under requirements 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. The study shall be completed by June 30, 2024.
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		  II. A report of the findings of the study shall be provided to the governor, the president of the senate, 
the speaker of the house of representatives, the department of transportation, the fish and game department, 
the Pease Development Authority, the chairs of the senate transportation committee, the senate energy and 
natural resources committee, the house fish and game and marine resources committee, and the house public 
works and highway committee.

	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
SB 44-FN, relative to license requirements for certain alcohol and other drug use professionals.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Carson for the committee.

SB 44 seeks to adjust and expand the licensing requirements for Master Licensed Alcohol and Drug 
Counselors in RSA 330 to include mental health and mental health disorders. The bill would expand the 
pool of bachelor’s level students who qualify for licensure by allowing criminal justice majors to pursue 
a career more easily in treatment by removing the subjective process of the Licensed Alcohol and Drug 
Counselor Board.

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 16, 2023
2023-0578s
09/05

Amendment to SB 44-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Alcohol and Other Drug Use Professionals; Definitions. Amend RSA 330-C:2, I to read as follows:

		  I. “Advertise” means, but is not limited to, the attempt by a visual, oral, or written publication, dis-
semination, solicitation, or circulation to induce any person to do business with a licensed alcohol and drug 
counselor, [or] a master licensed alcohol and drug counselor or a certified recovery support worker.

	 2 Alcohol and Other Drug Use Professionals; Definitions. Amend RSA 330-C:2, IX and X to read as follows:

		  IX. “Continuum of care network” means public and private substance use care agencies such as detoxi-
fication centers, emergency rooms, hospitals, treatment centers, outpatient and day treatment clinics, and 
community residences for [substance users] individuals with substance use disorder.

		  X. “Co-occurring disorders “ means a diagnosis that includes both a [mental illness] mental health 
disorder and substance use disorder. 

	 3 Alcohol and Other Drug Use Professionals. Amend RSA 330-C:2, XII to read as follows:

		  XII. “Facility” means an alcohol and other drug use prevention, intervention, recovery, or treatment 
agency which is publicly or privately owned, for-profit or not-for-profit, and which is licensed, [or] certified, 
or [required] otherwise overseen or approved to be licensed or certified by the state, or is under contract 
to a state agency.

	 4 Alcohol and Other Drug Use Professionals. Amend RSA 330-C:2, XV to read as follows:

		  XV. “Master licensed alcohol and drug counselor,” or MLADC, means an individual licensed by the board 
to practice substance use, mental health, and co-occurring disorder counseling who meets the qualifications 
set forth in this chapter.

	 5 Alcohol and Other Drug Use Professionals. Amend RSA 330-C:2, XVII to read as follows:

		  XVII. “Peer collaboration” means ongoing regularly occurring clinical consultation with, or small group 
meetings among, MLADCs, LADCs or licensees of the board of nursing, the board of mental health practice, 
or the board of medicine, with expertise in substance use, mental health and co-occurring disorder counsel-
ing, at which clinical issues and/or cases are discussed.

	 6 Alcohol and Other Drug Use Professionals. Amend RSA 330-C:2, XIX to read as follows:

		  XIX. “Substance use disorder” means a disorder related to the taking of a drug, including alcohol to the 
extent or frequency that it causes distress and results in a reduced ability to function psychologi-
cally, socially, occupationally, or interpersonally, as set forth in the current version of the Diag-
nostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders of the American Psychiatric Association.
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	 7 Alcohol and Other Drug Use Professionals. Amend RSA 330-C:10, I to read as follows:

		  I. The scope of practice of the MLADC is the screening, assessment, diagnosis, treatment planning, and 
treatment of substance use disorders, mental health disorders, and co-occurring disorders [only within the 
context of addressing substance use disorders]. The practice of alcohol and drug counseling and co-occurring 
disorder counseling includes the following performance areas which encompass the 12 core functions and 
practice dimensions of addiction counseling:

			   (a) The performance of clinical evaluations including the screening, assessment, and diagnosis of 
substance use disorders, [and] mental health disorders and [when they are] co-occurring [with a substance 
abuse] disorders, and the performance of differential diagnoses. This includes severity assessment and 
assessment of dangerousness to self or others;

			   (b) The performance of treatment planning, case management, consultation, education, documenta-
tion, and client advocacy;

			   (c) The performance of counseling including:

				    (1) Individual, group, family, and significant other counseling;

				    (2) Crisis prevention and intervention to include enlisting the support of trained personnel 
to manage risk of harm to self or others;

				    (3) Co-occurring disorder counseling with the use of integrated models of assessment, intervention, and 
counseling techniques [within] with and without the context or treatment of a substance use disorder;

			   (d) Adherence to professional and ethical standards as determined by the board.

	 8 Alcohol and Other Drug Use Professionals. Amend RSA 330:C-16, I through II-a to read as follows:

		  I.(a) Have graduated with a minimum [graduate degree] of a 60-hour masters degree or advanced stand-
ing masters degree in clinical mental health, clinical psychology, substance use treatment, social work, [or 
human services] or equivalent[,] with clinical internship and course work in assessment, diagnosis, 
and treatment of substance use and mental health disorders, [with clinical course work and internship 
requirements], from an accredited college or university, 300 hours of alcohol and drug use education, which 
may be included in the coursework of the master’s program, and 300 hours of supervised practical training.

			   (b) Have graduated with a masters degree of less than 60 hours in a discipline described in subpara-
graph (a) and has completed the necessary additional hours of masters level course work as determined by 
the board pursuant to RSA 330-C:9, I(d).

		  II. [Either hold a current LADC license or pass the testing procedures required under RSA 330-C:17, 
II.] Pass testing procedures of a nationally recognized credentialing entity specified by the board. 
Such procedures shall be based on the core functions and practice dimensions of substance use 
and co-occurring disorders counseling. 

		  [II-a. Either hold a current license issued by the board of mental health practice or pass the examination 
approved by the board of licensing for alcohol and other drug use professionals to demonstrate competence 
to provide co-occurring disorder counseling within the context of substance use counseling.]

	 9 Alcohol and Other Drug Use Professionals. Amend RSA 330:C-17, I(b) to read as follows:

			   (b) Have graduated with a bachelor’s degree in a clinical mental health, social work, psychology, substance 
use counseling, addiction studies, criminal justice, human services discipline, or equivalent program from an 
accredited college or university, obtained 300 hours of alcohol and drug use education within the degree-granting 
program or separately, completed 4,000 hours of supervised work experience, and completed 300 hours of supervised 
practical training within the degree-granting program, as part of the supervised work experience or separately.

	 10 Alcohol and Other Drug Use Professionals. Amend RSA 330:C-24, II(c) to read as follows:

			   (c) For certified recovery support workers, [12] 24 hours of approved continuing education in the 24 
months subsequent to the date of certification or re-certification.

	 11 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

SB 67, relative to changes to certain weights and measures statutes.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.
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SB 67 clarifies that field standards need to be verified upon their initial receipt and at intervals, as 
recommended by the National Conference on Weights and Measures Handbook 105 series pursuant to 
RSA 438:8, IV, thereafter by comparison with the state standards or standards of NIST recognized or 
accredited laboratories. The amendment removed the language regarding self-certification and clarified 
the rules and standards to which certifications were to follow. 

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 16, 2023
2023-0569s
08/07

Amendment to SB 67
Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:

	 2 Agriculture; Standards for Weights and Measures; Investigations. Amend RSA 438:11 to read as follows:

	 438:11 Investigations. [The commissioner, or his inspectors at his direction,] Under the direction of the 
commissioner, the director shall investigate complaints made [to him] concerning violations of the provi-
sions of this chapter and shall, upon his or her own initiative, conduct such investigations as [he deems] 
deemed appropriate and advisable to develop information on prevailing procedures in commercial quantity 
determination and on possible violations of the provisions of this chapter and to promote the general objective 
of accuracy in the determination and representation of quantity in commercial transactions. 

	 3 Agriculture; Standards for Weights and Measures; Field Standards and Equipment. Amend RSA 438:5 
to read as follows:

	 438:5 Field Standards and Equipment. In addition to the state standards provided for in RSA 438:4, there 
shall be supplied by the state such “field standards” and such equipment as may be found necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this chapter. The field standards shall be verified upon their initial receipt and at [least 
once each year] intervals, as recommended by the National Conference on Weights and Measures 
Handbook 105 series pursuant to RSA 438:8, IV, thereafter by comparison with the state standards or 
standards of NIST recognized or accredited laboratories.

	 4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage. 

SB 75-FN, relative to the division of personnel in the department of administrative services.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Carson for the committee.

SB 75 was filed at the request of the request of the Department of Administrative services. The bill cre-
ates a new chapter for the personnel appeals board and repeals 6 statutes related to the department 
of administrative services division. This bill would also allow the personnel appeals board’s statutes to 
be moved into their own statutes rather than under the administrative services statutes since it is an 
independent body.

SB 107, relative to the general administration of regulatory boards and commissions.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Carson for the committee.

This bill seeks to amend RSA 332G. Professional boards work to grow their respective professions, however, 
under the current law, professional boards are prevented from issuing licenses to individuals if they have 
a criminal record. SB 107 will make exceptions for non-violent criminals who are trying to reacclimate 
themselves into society. The amendment addresses issues that came up. This bill was a request of the 
OPLC and will make the process more consistent.

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 16, 2023
2023-0587s
09/08

Amendment to SB 107
Amend RSA 332-G:10, III as inserted by section 4 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  III. The board or commission considering a petition shall follow the same standard and process set forth 
in paragraph I, and issue its determination within 90 days after the board or commission receives the petition. 
The determination shall be in writing and include the criminal record, findings of fact, and conclusions of law. 

Amend RSA 332-G:10, V as inserted by section 4 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

		  V. The individual may appeal the determination in paragraph III as provided for in RSA 541. 
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SB 108-FN, relative to participation of the New Hampshire public defender program in the state employee 
health insurance plan.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Perkins Kwoka for the committee.

Current law omits public defenders from participation in State Employee Health Insurance Plan. SB 108 
seeks to allow public defenders to purchase their health insurance through the state plan. If passed, SB 
108 will require the public defender program to reimburse the state for the cost of all insurance premi-
ums for all participating employees. The public defender program will also pay the same premium rates 
as those set for the majority of participating state employees. The amendment for this bill changes the 
effective date to upon passage. 

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 16, 2023
2023-0568s
05/07

Amendment to SB 108-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:

	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

SB 126-FN, relative to licensure requirements for telehealth services and relative to licensure of physicians 
and physicians assistants treating patients incarcerated with the department of corrections.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Gendreau for the committee.

SB 126 is a request of the New Hampshire Department of Corrections and seeks to ensure that out-of-
state mental health professionals who are providing Telehealth services to incarcerated individuals in 
New Hampshire are licensed by the proper New Hampshire licensing body. Out-of-state healthcare profes-
sionals treating patients in the custody of the Department of Corrections will be required to be licensed, 
certified, or registered by the appropriate licensing body within their state of practice.

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 16, 2023
2023-0573s
05/07

Amendment to SB 126-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:

	 2 Office of Professional Licensure; Physician and Physician Assistant Licensure. Amend RSA 310-A:1-ff to 
read as follows:

	 310-A:1-ff Physician and Physician Assistant Licensure Pursuant to Reciprocity Agreement. The office 
of professional licensure and certification shall seek reciprocity agreements with states that have licensure 
requirements for physicians and physicians’ assistants that are substantially equivalent to this state, as de-
termined by the board of medicine. The office of professional licensure and certification shall issue licenses 
to individuals who demonstrate they have a license in good standing from a state that is a party to such 
agreement, and pay the requisite fee, in accordance with rules adopted by the executive director under RSA 
541-A. Out-of-state health care professionals treating patients in the custody of the department of 
corrections shall be required to be licensed, certified, or registered by, and in good standing with, 
the appropriate licensing body within their state of practice.

SB 146, relative to the agricultural advisory board.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 146 removes requirements for the terms of those on the Agricultural Advisory Board and at the request 
of Commissioner Jasper. The bill removes unnecessary language and makes it easier to re-appoint members.

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 16, 2023
2023-0570s
08/05

Amendment to SB 146
Amend the bill by replacing all after section 2 with the following:
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	 3 Advisory Board; Duties. Amend RSA 425:23 to read as follows:

	 425:23 Advisory Board; Duties. The board shall consult with and advise the commissioner of agriculture, 
markets, and food with respect to the laws, policies, programs, and operations of the department on a con-
tinuing basis and for such purposes shall meet with the commissioner not less than semi-annually at the call 
of the chairperson or 3 board members. [The board shall designate and advertise at least one] Each meeting 
shall be advertised with a portion designated for public input [annually as a public hearing] at which 
interested persons may appear and be heard regarding matters affecting agriculture, markets, and food and 
related laws. [The board shall review and make biennial recommendations relative to administrative, legal, 
and regulatory factors affecting the viability of the agricultural economy. The board shall promote close co-
ordination of the activities of the department with activities of the United States Department of Agriculture, 
Environmental Protection Agency and other federal agencies; the University of New Hampshire, including 
cooperative extension work; other state agencies; and farm organizations of the state.] Any member of the 
board or public may request that the commissioner be excused for any portion of public input at 
which time the commissioner shall leave the meeting. Upon expiration of the term of office of the com-
missioner of agriculture, markets, and food, or upon the occurrence of a vacancy in such office, it shall be 
the duty of the board to submit advisory recommendations to the governor and council concerning such new 
appointment or the filling of such vacancy. 

	 4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

2023-0570s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill removes certain requirements for the terms of members of the agricultural advisory board.

	 This bill also requires public notice of a meeting of the agricultural advisory board and requires the com-
missioner of the department of agriculture, markets, and food to leave the room if requested to do so by a 
member of the board.

SB 148, relative to the requirements for a plumbing apprentice.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Carson for the committee.

SB 148 is a reintroduction of last year’s SB 362. SB 148 is intended to add an exemption within the 
plumbing apprentice definition for those who successfully complete classroom training and accumulate 
a certain number of hours of field experience. The Mechanical Safety and Licensing Board recently put 
out new rules for the plumbing apprentice position and have requested additional time to complete the 
rulemaking process.

SB 210-FN, relative to the licensing of software applications by state agencies.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Carson for the committee.

SB 210 amends RSA 21-R:8-a by adding language that would require all software contracts entered into 
by a state agency to run and install on the hardware of the agency’s choosing. The bill is intended to 
improve the state’s negotiation ability, prevent restrictive software licensing terms, and ensure a greater 
choice to protect against surprise costs. This bill also seeks to adopt best practices designed to create 
greater clarity, innovation, choice, and security in cloud computing. The committee believes that it needs 
additional time to assess the benefits of this bill. 

SB 211-FN, relative to background investigations of solid waste and hazardous waste facility permit applicants.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

SB 211 clearly defines the regulations and was requested by DES and DOJ to allow them to meet the 
requirements the legislature previously placed on them regarding background checks for solid waste 
facility owners. The amendment replaces the entire bill and removes some of the onerous regulations in 
the original language as it came to members of the public who happen to have a greater than 10 percent 
share of a publicly traded solid waste facility company. 

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 16, 2023
2023-0575s
09/10

Amendment to SB 211-FN
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
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	 1 Operator Permit; Hazardous Waste Management; Criminal Background Check. Amend RSA 147-A:4, II-c 
to read as follows:

		  II-c.(a) Applications for permits shall be upon such forms and shall include such information as the 
department requires by rules adopted under RSA 147-A:3. The application information shall include, but not 
be limited to, a performance history of the applicant and of its officers and directors relative to the operation, 
financial security, and ownership of all facilities owned or operated by the applicant. Whenever requested by 
the department, the attorney general shall conduct a background investigation of the performance history 
and criminal record of the applicant and of its officers and directors, partners and individuals or entities 
having managerial, supervisory, or substantial decision-making authority and responsibility for 
the management of operations or activities for which a permit is being sought, if any, and make a 
report to the department. The cost of any investigation under this paragraph shall be borne by the applicant. 

			   (b)(1) The criminal background check shall consist of a fingerprint-based criminal record 
check of national crime information databases. The persons described in subparagraph (a) shall 
submit to the attorney general a criminal history records release form, as provided by the New 
Hampshire division of state police, which authorizes the release of the person’s criminal records, if 
any. The person shall submit with the release form a complete set of fingerprints taken by a quali-
fied law enforcement agency and payment required by division of state police regulations.

				    (2) For the criminal records check required under this paragraph, the attorney general 
shall submit the person’s fingerprints to the department of safety, division of state police, which 
shall conduct a criminal history records check through its records and through the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. Upon completion of the criminal record check, the division of state police shall 
release copies of the criminal history records to the attorney general.

	 2 Hazardous Waste Management; Operator Permits. Amend RSA 147-A:4, IV-a to read as follows:

		  IV-a. No permit issued by the department under this section shall be transferred by the permittee to 
any person without the prior written approval of the department. Applications for the transfer of permits 
shall be upon such forms and shall include such information as the department requires by rules adopted 
under RSA 147-A:3, IX. The application information shall include, but not be limited to, a performance 
history of the applicant and of its officers and directors relative to the operation, financial security, and 
ownership of all facilities owned or operated by the applicant. Whenever requested by the department, the 
attorney general shall conduct a background investigation of the performance history and criminal record of 
the applicant and of its officers and directors, partners, and individuals or entities having managerial, 
supervisory, or substantial decision-making authority and responsibility for the management of 
operations or activities for which a permit is being sought, if any, and make a report to the depart-
ment. The criminal background check shall consist of and follow the same procedures set forth 
in paragraph II-c. The applicant shall also submit a statement that the proposed facility is consistent 
with the provisions of a district plan. The cost of any investigation under this paragraph shall be borne by 
the applicant. The department shall hold a public hearing no later than 30 days prior to making any final 
decision on an application to transfer a permit issued under this section. Notice of such public hearing shall 
be published in a newspaper of local circulation within the region of the public or private hazardous waste 
facility at least 2 weeks prior to such public hearing. The applicant shall notify abutters of the request for 
transfer of a permit under this section.

	 3 Permit Required; Solid Waste Management; Criminal Background Check. Amend RSA 149-M:9, III to 
read as follows:

		  III.(a) Applications for permits shall be upon such forms and shall include such information as the de-
partment requires by rules adopted under RSA 149-M:7. The application information shall include, but not 
be limited to, a performance history of the applicant and of its officers and directors, partners, and indi-
viduals or entities having managerial, supervisory, or substantial decision-making authority and 
responsibility for the management of operations or activities for which a permit is being sought, 
relative to the operation, financial security, and ownership of all facilities owned or operated by the applicant. 
Whenever requested by the department, the attorney general shall conduct a background investigation of the 
performance history and criminal record of the applicant and of its officers and directors, if any, and make a 
report to the department. The cost of any investigation under this paragraph shall be borne by the applicant. 
The applicant shall also demonstrate that the proposed facility provides a substantial public benefit pursuant 
to RSA 149-M:11. 
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			   (b)(1) The criminal background check shall consist of a fingerprint-based criminal record 
check of national crime information databases. The persons described in subparagraph (a) shall 
submit to the attorney general a criminal history records release form, as provided by the New 
Hampshire division of state police, which authorizes the release of the person’s criminal records, if 
any. The person shall submit with the release form a complete set of fingerprints taken by a quali-
fied law enforcement agency and payment required by division of state police regulations.

				    (2) For the criminal record check required under this paragraph, the attorney general 
shall submit the person’s fingerprints to the department of safety, division of state police, which 
shall conduct a criminal history records check through its records and through the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. Upon completion of the criminal record check, the division of state police shall 
release copies of the criminal history records to the attorney general.

	 4 Solid Waste Permit; Transfer. Amend RSA 149-M:9, XII(a) to read as follows:

			   (a) Applications for the transfer of permits shall be filed by the person to whom such permit is to be 
transferred upon such forms and shall include such information as the department requires by rules adopted 
under RSA 149-M:7. The application information shall include, but not be limited to, a performance history 
of the applicant and of its officers and directors relative to the operation, financial security, and ownership of 
all facilities owned or operated by the applicant. Whenever requested by the department, the attorney general 
shall conduct a background investigation of the performance history and criminal record of the applicant and 
of its officers and directors, partners, and individuals or entities having managerial, supervisory, or 
substantial decision-making authority and responsibility for the management of operations or ac-
tivities for which a permit is being sought, if any, and make a report to the department. The criminal 
background check shall consist of and follow the same procedures set forth in paragraph III. The 
applicant shall also submit a statement that the proposed facility is consistent with the provisions of a district 
plan. The cost of any investigation under this paragraph shall be borne by the applicant.

	 5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
SB 85-FN-A, relative to emergency behavioral health services and behavioral health crisis programs.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Avard for the committee.

SB 85-FN-A defines behavioral health crisis programs within the mental health treatment laws, creates 
a commission to study behavioral health crisis programs, and limits pre-authorization requirements for 
emergency behavioral health services. The Committee Amendment reduces the legislative membership on 
the commission, adds a representative of the community behavioral health centers, and reflects a techni-
cal correction in Section 5 requested by the insurance carriers. This bill recognizes the severe crisis New 
Hampshire is facing with regard to behavioral health and take several critical steps to move the State 
forward in responding to the crisis.

Health and Human Services
February 16, 2023
2023-0584s
07/08

Amendment to SB 85-FN-A
Amend the bill by replacing all after section 2 with the following:

	 3 New Subdivision; Study Commission on Sustainable Funding of Behavioral Health Crisis Programs. 
Amend RSA 135-C by inserting after section 67 the following new subdivision:

Study Commission on Sustainable Funding of Behavioral Health Crisis Programs

	 135-C:68 Commission on Behavioral Health Crisis Services Established.

		  I. There is established a study commission on sustainable funding of behavioral health crisis programs.

			   (a) The study commission’s duties shall include, but not be limited to:

				    (1) Studying the models used in other regions and states for sustainable financing for delivery of 
behavioral health crisis programs.

				    (2) Discussing the feasibility of implementing different models for sustainable financing for delivery 
of behavioral health crisis programs.
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				    (3) Identifying and recommending means to establish sustainable financing for delivery of behavioral 
health crisis programs, both legislative and non-legislative.

				    (4) Creating a report on the available sustainable funding sources available for financing delivery 
of behavioral health crisis programs

			   (b) The members of the commission shall be as follows:

				    (1) Three members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of rep-
resentatives.

				    (2) One member of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.

				    (3) The commissioner of the department of health and human services, or designee.

				    (4) The director of the department of safety, division of emergency services and communications (E 
911), or designee.

				    (5) The commissioner of the insurance department, or designee.

				    (6) One representative from the National Alliance on Mental Illness of New Hampshire, appointed 
by that organization.

				    (7) One representative of the New Hampshire Community Behavioral Health Association, appointed 
by the association.

				    (8) One representative of the New Hampshire Hospital Association, appointed by the association. 

				    (9) One representative of New Futures, appointed by the organization.

				    (10) One representative of the University of New Hampshire Institute on Health Policy and Practice, 
appointed by that organization.

				    (11) One representative from each of New Hampshire’s 2 centers participating in the National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline network.

				    (12) One representative of America’s Health Insurance Plans (AHIP), appointed by the association.

				    (13) One representative of community mental health centers appointed by the Bi-State Primary 
Care Association.

			   (c) All appointing authorities shall coordinate their appointments so that diversity of gender, race, 
sexual and gender orientation, and geographical areas is reflective of the makeup of this state. 

			   (d) Legislative members of the commission shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending 
to the duties of the commission.

			   (e) The commission shall elect a chairperson from among the members. The first meeting of the com-
mission shall be called by the first-named senate member. The first meeting of the commission shall be held 
within 45 days of the effective date of this section. Ten members of the commission shall constitute a quorum.

			   (f) The commission shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the 
speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the 
governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2024. The chairperson of the study commission shall 
electronically file the final report with the clerk of the house of representative or clerk of the senate, and the 
clerks of the respective bodies shall post the report on the general court website. The clerks of the respective 
bodies shall then send a copy of the report to the standing committee of each body with jurisdiction over the 
subject matter of the report. 

	 4 Insurance; Coverage for Emergency Services; Definitions. Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 
417-F:1, I to read as follows:

		  I. “Emergency services” means health care services that are provided to an enrollee, insured, or subscriber 
in a licensed hospital emergency facility or as set out in RSA 417-F:5 by a provider after the sudden onset 
of a medical or mental health condition or substance use disorder that manifests itself by symptoms of 
sufficient severity that a prudent layperson with average knowledge of health and medicine could reasonably 
expect that the absence of immediate medical or mental health attention could be expected to result in any 
of the following:
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	 5 New Section; Coverage for Emergency Services; Emergency Mental Health Services. Amend RSA 417-F 
by inserting after section 4 the following new section:

	 417-F:5 Emergency Mental Health Services. Whenever mental health services are a covered benefit under 
a health benefit plan subject to this chapter, community based mental health crisis intervention services that 
otherwise meet the definition of emergency services as set out in RSA 417-F:1, I shall be treated as emergency 
services under this chapter without the requirement of being provided in a licensed hospital emergency facil-
ity if such services are provided under the program established in RSA 167:3-l, III. 

	 6 Repeal. RSA 135-C:68, relative to the study commission on sustainable funding of behavioral health crisis 
programs, is repealed.

	 7 Effective Date. 

		  I. Section 6 of this act shall take effect November 1, 2024.

		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

SB 127-FN, relative to certain programs administered by the department of health and human services.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Prentiss for the committee.

SB 127-FN is part of a multi-year effort by the Department of Health and Human Services to make 
technical changes and corrections to their statutes. The Committee Amendment makes several technical 
corrections, including statutory references, as well as extends out the reporting deadline for the Commis-
sion to Study the Delivery of Public Health Services Through Regional Public Health Networks. This bill, 
although longer than most bills, is an important clean up bill for the Department.

Health and Human Services
February 16, 2023
2023-0574s
07/05

Amendment to SB 127-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 6 with the following 

	 6 New Paragraph; Assisted Living Residences, Independent Living Retirement Communities and Housing 
for Older Persons. Amend RSA 161-J:4 by inserting after paragraph II the following new paragraph:

		  III. A residential services agreement shall not require payment from a third party for any services in-
cluded in the base rate. Nothing in this section shall prohibit an assisted living residence, independent retire-
ment community, or housing for older persons from seeking payment from a resident’s insurance. Nothing in 
this section shall prohibit a third party from agreeing to pay for additional items or services not included in 
the base rate, such as cable television. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a third party from agreeing to 
pay for upgrades to services included in the base rate, such as an additional fee for a private room instead of 
a shared room.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 10 with the following:

	 11 Human Services; SNAP Program; Overpayment. Amend RSA 161:10 to read as follows:

	 161:10 [Food Stamp] Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program; Overpayment. To the extent permit-
ted by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, [as amended] under 7 C.F.R. section 273.18(e), and federal regulations 
adopted thereunder, the department of health and human services shall terminate or waive any claim to re-
imbursement for the overpayment of [food stamps] supplemental nutrition assistance program (SNAP) 
benefits if the overpayment was the result of department error and[:

		  I.] the amount of the overpayment is not more than $450[; or

		  II. The recipient’s income is less than or equal to 2 times the federal poverty level].

	 12 Public Assistance to Blind, Aged, or Disabled Persons, and to Dependent Children; Discontinuation of 
[Food Stamps] Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Benefits. Amend RSA 167:17-d, I 
to read as follows:

		  I. Subject to the provisions of 7 C.F.R. section 273.16, or any subsequent amendments thereto, 
when a person receiving [food stamps assistance] supplemental nutrition assistance program (SNAP) 
benefits is convicted of a violation of RSA 167:17-b, the commissioner shall discontinue his or her assistance 
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for a minimum period of [6] 12 months upon the first conviction, [one year] 24 months upon the second con-
viction, and permanently upon the third conviction, unless the court orders that assistance be discontinued 
for longer periods of time after the first or second convictions.

	 13 Commissioner of Health and Human Services; State Office of Rural Health; Commissioner’s Report. 
Amend RSA 126-A:5, XVIII(c) to read as follows:

			   (c) The commissioner shall submit [an annual] a report beginning on November 1, [2009] 2025 and 
on every third year thereafter to the speaker of the house of representatives, the senate president, the 
governor, the oversight committee on health and human services established under RSA 126-A:13, the chairs 
of the house and senate executive departments and administration committees, the chairs of the house and 
senate committees having jurisdiction over health and human services, and the commission on primary care 
workforce issues established under RSA 126-T:1, on the health status of rural residents incorporating current 
data from the bureau of health statistics and data management and the SORH.

	 14 Commissioner of Health and Human Services; State Office of Rural Health; Office’s Report. Amend RSA 
126-A:5, XVIII-a(e) to read as follows:

			   (e) On or before December 1, 2019, and annually thereafter, the SORH shall make a written report to the 
speaker of the house of representatives, the senate president, the governor, the oversight committee on health 
and human services established under RSA 126-A:13, the chairs of the house and senate executive departments 
and administration committees, the chairs of the house and senate policy committee having jurisdiction over 
health and human services, and the commission on interdisciplinary primary care workforce established by 
RSA 126-T:1. The report shall include, but not be limited to, aggregate data and information on current and 
projected primary workforce needs and the participation rate on surveys completed pursuant to this paragraph. 
[This report shall be incorporated into the report required pursuant to RSA 126-A:5, XVIII(c).]

	 15 Commission to Study the Delivery of Public Health Services Through Regional Public Health Networks; 
Extension of Report Date. Amend RSA 127:12, VII to read as follows:

		  VII. The commission shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the 
president of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, the senate clerk, the house clerk, the 
governor, and the state library on or before November 1, [2023] 2024.

	 16 Prospective Repeal of the Commission to Study the Delivery of Public Health Services in New Hampshire 
Through Regional Public Health Networks; Extension. Amend 2022, 278:3, I to read as follows:

		  I. Section 2 of this act shall take effect November 1, [2023] 2024.

	 17 Effective Date. 

		  I. Sections 1, 2, 5, 6, 11, and 12 of this act shall take effect July 1, 2023.

		  II. Sections 3, 4, 8, and 9 of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

		  III. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

2023-0574s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill: 

	 I. Re-routes fees paid by methadone providers to the special fund for administration of opioid treatment 
programs. 

	 II. Alters the definition of personal care services provider for the purposes of reimbursement by the department. 

	 III. Alters the payment structure to residential care facilities for features outside of room and board.

	 IV. Eliminates the long term care facility reporting requirement to the department of health and human 
services regarding the Nursing Facility Quality Assessment (NFQA).

	 V. Removes the requirement for a beverage license if the facility is only offering bottled beverage direct to 
consumer and already holds a retail food license from the state health department or self-inspecting jurisdiction.

	 VI. Removes payment of premiums from the MEAD program.

	 VII. Aligns public assistance benefits within this state with federal regulations.
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	 VIII. Alters the reporting requirements of the state office of rural health.

	 IX. Extends the commission to study the delivery of public health services through regional public health 
networks report date and prospective repeal to 2024.

SB 174, relative to veterans access to health care.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Birdsell for the committee.

SB 174-FN repeals two unfunded statutes related to health care and mental health services for Veterans 
and instructs the Department of Health and Human Services and the Department of Military Affairs and 
Veterans Services to report to the Oversight Committee on Health and Human Services. This bill is a 
request of both departments and is supported by the State Veterans Advisory Council. The work intended 
by these two statutes is being done and retaining the statutes, even unimplemented, would inhibit this 
important work from being done.

SB 178-FN-A, relative to certain specialty formulas under Medicaid.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Whitley for the committee.

SB 178-FN-A prohibits the Department of Health and Human Services from requiring Medicaid benefi-
ciaries to spend their own personal income on specialty formulas, food products, or enteral formulas and 
makes an appropriation to implement the provision. The Committee heard compelling testimony about 
the incredible costs families have to pay before their In and Out Medicaid kicks in. SB 178-FN-A will 
exempt critical specialty formulas from In and Out Medicaid coverage, ensuring families have access to 
essential foods necessary for their medical conditions.

SB 233-FN-A, re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children 
(WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Whitley for the committee.

SB 233-FN-A re-establishes the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren (WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program. This was a program that existed prior to 2011 but was 
repealed due to low redemption rates. SB 233-FN-A seeks to rectify this by supporting a transition to QR 
code-based vouchers and an increase in the benefit amount to $30. This will help get more fresh, local 
fruits and vegetables to our most needy families while also providing vital support to our farmers’ markets.

SB 234-FN-A, directing the department of health and human services to develop a public awareness campaign 
on brain health, Alzheimer’s disease, and related dementias and making an appropriation therefor.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Avard for the committee.

SB 234-FN-A directs the Department of Health and Human Services to develop a public awareness cam-
paign on brain health, Alzheimer’s disease, and related dementias and makes an appropriation to the 
Department for this purpose. The Committee Amendment ensures that the appropriation is non-lapsing, 
enabling the Department to do the work in a reasonable timeframe. In a rapidly aging state, Granite 
Staters need to be made aware of the signs and symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease and the resources that 
are available.

Health and Human Services
February 16, 2023
2023-0585s
05/08

Amendment to SB 234-FN-A
Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:

	 2 Appropriation. The sum of $500,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2023, is hereby appropriated to the 
department of health and human services for the purposes of developing the public awareness campaign on 
brain health, Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias. This appropriation shall be nonlapsing. The governor 
is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

JUDICIARY
SB 26-FN, relative to asbestos actions.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

SB 26-FN would have allowed NH businesses who are named as defendants to be dismissed from a law-
suit when there is no evidence that the business caused the plaintiffs injuries. The defendant would be 
dismissed without prejudice so if the plaintiff later discovers tort damages caused by a dismissed party 



123	 SENATE  JOURNAL  22  FEBRUARY  2023

they could be brought back by the defendant into the litigation. This bill also sought to be transparent 
by letting the jury know that the injured party may be receiving an additional award from the National 
Asbestos Trust Funds. Although well intended the Committee felt it best to rerefer the bill to allow stake-
holders the time to create a solution that protects both veterans and small businesses of New Hampshire.

SB 38-FN, amending the procedure for issuing a summons instead of an arrest.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Gannon for the committee.

SB 38-FN would allow a peace officer to issue a summons instead of arrest if the peace officer has prob-
able cause to believe the person has committed a misdemeanor or violation. Currently, valuable judicial 
and law enforcement resources are used when arrest warrants are issued for minor violations and mis-
demeanors. The Committee Amendment would make it so the statute would not apply if the peace officer 
has probable cause to believe that a person has committed abuse, violated a temporary or permanent 
protective order, or violated stalking provisions.

Senate Judiciary
February 16, 2023
2023-0580s
07/05

Amendment to SB 38-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 Arrests in Criminal Cases; Summons Instead of Arrest. Amend RSA 594:14 to read as follows:

	 594:14 Summons Instead of Arrest. 

		  I. In any case in which [it is lawful for] a peace officer [to arrest without a warrant a person for] has 
probable cause to believe that a person has committed a misdemeanor or violation, [he or she] the offi-
cer may [instead] issue to the person in hand a written summons in lieu of arrest. This shall not apply if 
the peace officer has probable cause to believe that a person has committed abuse as defined under 
RSA 173-B:1, I, violated a temporary or permanent protective order issued under RSA 173-B or RSA 
458:16, or violated stalking provisions under RSA 633:3-a. The summons shall be in substantially the 
following form: 

The State of New Hampshire 

To ...................................................................... 

You are hereby notified to appear before the .................... circuit court of the State of New Hampshire, district 
division, to be holden in ...................... on the .......... day of .................... 20 ...... at .......... o’clock in the forenoon 
(afternoon) to answer to a complaint (to be filed in said court) charging you with .......... in violation of the 
laws of the State of New Hampshire. If you are charged with a class A misdemeanor or felony and you want a 
lawyer to represent you at the arraignment and throughout your case, but you cannot afford to hire a lawyer, 
you must fill out an application for court-appointed counsel and deliver it to the circuit court identified above 
as soon as possible. The court will appoint an attorney to represent you if your application shows that you are 
eligible. If you believe that you are eligible for appointed counsel, you may apply prior to your arraignment. 

Hereof fail not, as you will answer your default under the penalty of the law in that behalf made and provided. 

Pending appearance as described herein, you shall remain of good behavior. 

Dated at

Name

the ................ day of .................... 20.....

Title

Upon failure to appear or to remain of good behavior, a warrant of arrest may issue. Any person who fails to 
appear in answer to such summons shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

		  II. A summons may be issued after an arrest for a misdemeanor or violation in lieu of bail.

SB 180-FN, relative to product labeling and information guide requirements for cannabis products.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Whitley for the committee.



	 SENATE  JOURNAL  22  FEBRUARY  2023	 124

SB 180-FN would have revised the warning labels that are placed on marijuana products sold at alternative 
treatment centers; and required that a product information guide be distributed by the alternative treat-
ment centers with their marijuana products. The Committee Amendment gives the Therapeutic Cannabis 
Oversight Board the authority to develop, review, and update cannabis product labels and educational 
material about the risks of cannabis use provided to qualifying patients by ATC and would clarify that 
the hemp law was never intended to allow unregulated THC products to be sold in New Hampshire. This 
bill will take a small step towards patient safety and move New Hampshire’s marijuana labeling in line 
with federal requirements.

Senate Judiciary
February 16, 2023
2023-0589s
09/07

Amendment to SB 180-FN
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 relative to product labeling and information guide requirements for cannabis products and the 
prohibition of the sale of hemp products containing certain levels of THC.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Subparagraph; Use of Cannabis for Therapeutic Purposes. Amend RSA 126-X:12, IV by inserting 
after subparagraph (h) the following new subparagraph:

			   (h) Developing, reviewing, and updating cannabis product labels and educational material about the 
risks of cannabis use to be provided to qualifying patients by alternative treatment centers and certifying 
medical providers.

	 2 New Section; Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Husbandry; Hemp; Hemp-Derived Products Contain-
ing THC Prohibited. Amend RSA 439-A by inserting after section 439-A:3 the following new section:

	 439-A:4 Hemp-Derived Products Containing THC Prohibited. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
authorize the sale of products that are derived from hemp which contain natural or synthetic tetrahydrocan-
nabinol (THC) greater than 0.03% on a dry weight basis, which appear in any formulation, including delta-8 
THC, delta-9 THC, or any other THC isomer variant.

	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2023-0589s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill empowers the therapeutic cannabis oversight board to regulate and review the labels and educa-
tional materials of cannabis materials. This bill also prohibits the sale of hemp products containing certain 
amounts of THC.

SB 185-FN, relative to protective services for vulnerable adults and the definition of abandonment.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Chandley for the committee.

SB 185-FN would have added the definition of abandonment to the protective services to adults subdivi-
sion of RSA 161-F on elderly and adult services. The prime sponsor requested that this bill be Rereferred 
to the Committee to allow additional time for stakeholders to discuss, analyze and evaluate the problem 
and targeted solutions. The Committee agreed and recommends SB 185-FN be Rereferred.

SB 244-FN, relative to false public alarms.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Chandley for the committee.

Currently, most false reports of catastrophes or emergencies to governmental agencies constitute misde-
meanors. SB 244-FN would make an exception to the penalty for false public alarm if the report concerns 
the presence of an active shooter; such action would now be a class B felony. The Committee Amendment 
adds the false reporting of an explosive device as a class B felony, as well. This bill is designed to hold 
those who perpetrate hoaxes accountable.
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Senate Judiciary
February 16, 2023
2023-0581s
07/05

Amendment to SB 244-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 Breaches of the Peace; False Public Alarms; Report of Active Shooter. Amend RSA 644:3, I and II to read 
as follows: 

		  I. Any person who directly or indirectly communicates to any governmental agency that commonly deals 
with emergencies involving danger to life or property a report known by him to be false regarding a fire, 
explosion, or other catastrophe or emergency, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor; except if the report concerns 
the presence of an active shooter, the presence of an explosive device, or the presence of a biological 
or chemical substance, the offense shall constitute a class B felony. 

		  II. Any person who directly or indirectly communicates to any school, business, office building, hospital, 
or similar facility open to the public, a report concerning the presence of an active shooter, the presence 
of an explosive device, or the presence of a biological or chemical substance, knowing such report is false, 
shall be guilty of a class B felony.

2023-0581s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill makes the penalty for false public alarm if the report concerns the presence of an active shooter 
or presence of a bomb a class B felony.

SB 248-FN, relative to bail for a defendant.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0. Senator Abbas for the committee.

SB 248-FN would have amended the statute governing bail and pre-trial release to include provisions for 
pre-trial detention for commission of certain offenses that would create a presumption that the defendant 
is a danger to the public. Given there are numerous bail related bills, the Committee decided to Rerefer 
this bill to retain it for future legislation if necessary. 

TRANSPORTATION
SB 187-FN, relative to driver’s licenses for certain visa holders.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Watters for the committee.

This bill prohibits a nonresident employed in New Hampshire through the federal H-2A temporary agri-
cultural worker program from operating a motor vehicle unless they possess a license issued by another 
U.S. jurisdiction or meet other listed requirements. This bill would help to ease the worker shortage by 
allowing nonresident workers to have driver’s licenses honored under U.S. jurisdiction. 

SB 257-FN, relative to access to drivers’ license information for legitimate business purposes.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 5-0. Senator Ward for the committee.

This bill would permit health care providers to obtain personal information from driver’s licenses or 
nondriver’s identification cards with the consent of the license holder, provided that the businesses meet 
certain restrictions regarding the collection, retention, and use of such information.

SB 258, relative to the disposal of highway or turnpike funded real estate.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0. Senator Watters for the committee.

This bill creates an exception for the disposal of highway or turnpike funded real estate under fair market 
value for the preservation of public interest. The bill would allow for former highway real estate, like in 
the immediate case of a historic property in Newington, to be acquired and preserved by the town.

The question is on the adoption of the Consent Calendar. Adopted.

REGULAR CALENDAR
COMMERCE
SB 46, relative to electronic payments to employee debit cards.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 3-2. Senator Soucy for the committee.
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The question is on the adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate.

A roll call was requested by Senator Soucy, seconded by Senator Gannon. 

The following Senators voted Yes: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Chandley, Rosenwald, Whitley, Soucy, 
D’Allesandro, Perkins Kwoka, Altschiller.

The following Senators voted No: Gendreau, Lang, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, Avard, Carson, Murphy, 
Pearl, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Bradley.

Roll Call, Yeas: 10 - Nays: 14. Failed.

Senator Gannon moved Ought to Pass.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 143-FN, establishing a scholarship fund for certain small businesses applying for loans from the capital 
access program administered by the New Hampshire business finance authority.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 3-2. Senator Gannon for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate.

A roll call was requested by Senator Whitley, seconded by Senator Avard. 

The following Senators voted Yes: Gendreau, Lang, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, Avard, Carson, Murphy, 
Pearl, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Bradley.

The following Senators voted No: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Chandley, Rosenwald, Whitley, Soucy, D’Allesandro, 
Perkins Kwoka, Altschiller.

Roll Call, Yeas: 14 - Nays: 10. Adopted.

SB 144, relative to the state minimum hourly rate.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 3-2. Senator Innis for the committee.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
Senator Whitley introduced members of the Save the Children Action Network visiting in the gallery.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate.

A roll call was requested by Senator Soucy, seconded by Senator Birdsell. 

The following Senators voted Yes: Gendreau, Lang, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, Avard, Carson, Murphy, 
Pearl, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon, Bradley.

The following Senators voted No: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Chandley, Rosenwald, Whitley, Soucy, D’Allesandro, 
Perkins Kwoka, Altschiller.

Roll Call, Yeas: 14 - Nays: 10. Adopted.

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
SB 225, reauthorizing the commission to study the assessing of power generation and utility transmission.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

Energy and Natural Resources
February 15, 2023
2023-0537s
10/05

Amendment to SB 225
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 establishing the commission to study the assessing of power generation.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 Commission to Study the Assessing of Power Generation. RSA 78:8-f is repealed and reenacted to read 
as follows:

	 72:8-f Study Commission on the Assessing of Power Generation. There is established a commission to study 
the assessing of power generation.
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		  I. The commission shall:

			   (a) Determine the most accurate methodology for assessing power generation assets.

			   (b) Compare the efficacy of the department of revenue administration approach to assessing the assets 
of the 59 power generation facilities with the approaches utilized by the municipalities.

			   (c) Understand how other states handle the assessing of power generation facilities for property tax 
purposes.

			   (d) Recommend a unified approach to be utilized by both the department of revenue administration 
and municipalities, which should include confidential data reporting requirements by the power generation 
companies for the methodology chosen.

		  II. The commission shall consist of the following members:

			   (a) Six members of the house of representatives, one of whom shall be from the science, technol-
ogy and energy committee, one from the ways and means committee, and one member from the minority 
party who shall be from either of the committees, to be appointed by the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives.

			   (b) Two members of the senate, appointed by the senate president.

			   (c) The chairperson of the assessing standards board, or designee.

			   (d) The commissioner of the department of revenue administration, or designee.

			   (e) One member appointed by the New Hampshire Municipal Association.

			   (f) One member appointed by the New England Power Generators Association (NEPGA).

			   (g) One member appointed by the New Hampshire Association of Assessing Officials (NHAAO).

			   (h) One member appointed by the Granite State Hydropower Association (GSHA).

			   (i) One member of the public, appointed by the commissioner of the department of revenue adminis-
tration.

		  III. The members of the study commission shall elect a chairperson from among the members. The first 
meeting of the commission shall be called by the first-named house member. The first meeting of the commis-
sion shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section. A majority of the appointed members of 
the commission shall constitute a quorum.

		  IV. The commission shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the 
speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the 
governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2023.

	 2 Repeal. RSA 72:8-f, relative to the study commission on the assessing of power generation, is repealed

	 3 Effective Date. 

		  I. Section 2 of this act shall take effect November 1, 2023.

		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

2023-0537s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill establishes the commission to study the assessing of power generation.

Recess. Out of recess.

SPECIAL ORDER
Without objection, SB 225 is Special Ordered to when Senator Pearl returns. 

President Bradley withdrew the motion to Special Order.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Altschiller offered a Floor Amendment.
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Sen. Altschiller, Dist 24
February 21, 2023
2023-0641s
10/08

Floor Amendment to SB 225

Amend RSA 72:8-f, II(i) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

			   (i) One member of the public, appointed by governor.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
SB 134-FN, relative to disability pensions for public safety employees who are victims of violence.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 4-0. Senator Carson for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Re-refer to Committee. Adopted.

SB 207, establishing a committee to study licensure of mental health professionals.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Perkins Kwoka for the committee.

Senate Executive Departments and Administration
February 2, 2023
2023-0302s
06/07

Amendment to SB 207
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 establishing a committee to study licensure of mental health professionals and relative to mental 
health critical incident intervention and management.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 6 with the following:

	 7 Emergency Medical and Trauma Services; Critical Incident Intervention and Management. Amend RSA 
153-A:17-a, I(e) - III(b) to read as follows:

			   (e) “Critical incident stress management team” or “team” means the group of one or more trained vol-
unteers, including members of peer support groups organized by a unit of state, local, [or] county government, 
or employee organization who offer critical incident stress management, [and] crisis intervention or peer 
support services following a critical incident or long term or continued, debilitating stress being experienced 
by emergency services providers and affecting them or their family situation. 

			   (f) (1) “Peer Support Group” means the group of one or more trained volunteers, organized 
by a unit of state, local, county government or employee organization that can recognize common 
behavioral health issues, provide support services, and serve as a bridge to community resources 
or behavioral health treatment when indicated.

			   [(f)(1)] (2) “Critical incident stress management team member” or “team member” means an emergency 
services provider, including any law enforcement officer, sheriff or deputy sheriff, state police officer, civil-
ian law enforcement employee, firefighter, civilian fire department employee, emergency medical personnel, 
telecommunicators, and local dispatchers specially trained to provide critical incident stress management, 
[and] crisis intervention or peer support services as a member of an organized and registered team. 

				    [(2)] (3) In this subparagraph: 

					     (A) “Telecommunicator” means an employee of the department of safety, division of emergency 
services and communications who is responsible for receiving at the public safety answering point telephone 
calls made to E911 and transferring or relaying such calls to public or private safety agencies. 

					     (B) “Local dispatcher” means a person who determines the location, status, and assistance re-
quired by callers and walk-in customers for public safety services and dispatches the appropriate police, fire, 
ambulance, or other units to provide needed emergency services at the state, city, town, or private emergency 
services level. 
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		  II.(a) Team members shall undergo and sustain certification standards set forth in guidelines estab-
lished by the International Critical Incident Stress Foundation (ICISF) approved by the commissioner of the 
department of safety, or a similar organization for which the commissioner shall not unreasonably withhold 
approval. The team shall be registered with ICISF, or a similar organization, and maintain training standards 
to date as required. 

			   (b) All critical incident stress management team members or peer support group members, sworn 
or civilian, shall be designated by the police chief, sheriff, director of the division of state police, fire chief, or 
director of the division of emergency services and communications, or head of an employee organization. 

		  III.(a) Any information divulged to the team, [or a] team member or peer support group member, dur-
ing the provision of critical incident stress management, [and] crisis intervention or peer support services 
shall be kept confidential and shall not be disclosed to a third party or in a criminal, civil, or administrative 
proceeding. Records kept by critical incident stress management team members or peer support group are 
not subject to subpoena, discovery, or introduction into evidence in a criminal, civil, or administrative ac-
tion. Except as provided in subparagraph (c), no person, whether critical incident stress management team 
member, [or] team leader or peer support group member providing or receiving critical incident stress 
management, [and] crisis intervention or peer support services, shall be required to testify or divulge any 
information obtained solely through such crisis intervention. 

			   (b) The purpose of this section is to provide a consistent framework for the operation of critical inci-
dent stress management teams, peer support groups, and their members. In any civil action against any 
individual, agency, or government entity, including the state of New Hampshire, arising out of the conduct 
of a member of such team, this section is not intended and shall not be admissible to establish negligence 
in any instance where requirements herein are higher than the standard of care that would otherwise have 
been applicable in such action under state law. 

	 8 Effective Date. 

		  I. Section 7 of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

2023-0302s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill:

	 I. Establishes a committee to study licensure of mental health professionals.

	 II. Adds a new definition for “peer support group” to emergency medical and trauma services and critical 
incident intervention and management.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Birdsell offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Birdsell, Dist 19
February 21, 2023
2023-0638s
06/07

Floor Amendment to SB 207
Amend RSA 153-A:17-a, I(e) as inserted by section 7 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

			   (e) “Critical incident stress management team” or “team” means the group of one or more trained vol-
unteers, including members of peer support groups organized by a unit of state, local, [or] county government, 
or members of a union of emergency response/public safety workers as defined by RSA 281-A:2, V-c 
who offer critical incident stress management, [and] crisis intervention or peer support services following 
a critical incident or long term or continued, debilitating stress being experienced by emergency services 
providers and affecting them or their family situation.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.



	 SENATE  JOURNAL  22  FEBRUARY  2023	 130

FINANCE
SB 51-FN, creating a commission to study charitable gaming and historical horse races and relative to the 
moratorium on licensed historical horse racing facilities.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 7-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

Senate Finance
February 15, 2023
2023-0540s
08/05

Amendment to SB 51-FN
Amend RSA 284:6-c, III as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

	 III. The commission shall examine how charities are selected and whether a uniform process should ex-
ist; whether the state should implement a limit on the number of charitable gaming locations; and whether 
charging rent to the charities is necessary with historic horse racing. The commission shall bring together 
different stakeholders to address these questions, and ensure those involved in the process have a voice in the 
discussion that will result in recommendations benefitting all stakeholders. The commission also shall monitor 
the benefits of historical horse racing to charities to ascertain whether additional licenses for historical horse 
racing machines would increase or reduce revenues to charities. The commission shall examine whether host 
communities should share in proceeds of any charitable gaming establishment.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to 
Third Reading.

SB 55-FN-A, making an appropriation for the Cannon Mountain tramway.
Ought to Pass, Vote 7-0. Senator Birdsell for the committee.
Senator Gray offered a Floor Amendment.

Sen. Gray, Dist 6
February 21, 2023
2023-0628s
07/05

Floor Amendment to SB 55-FN-A
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 Appropriation; Cannon Mountain Tramway. The sum of $25,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
2023, which shall be nonlapsing, is hereby appropriated to the department of natural and cultural resources 
for the maintenance and operation of the tramway at Cannon Mountain. The governor is authorized to draw 
a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

The question is on the adoption of the Floor Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Gray moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

SB 69-FN, relative to allowing certain nonprofits to participate as a customer-generator group hosts under 
net energy metering.
Ought to Pass, Vote 7-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 112-FN, relative to pari-mutuel pools and historic horse racing.
Ought to Pass, Vote 7-0. Senator Rosenwald for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 119-FN, relative to criminal background checks for charitable games of chance license applicants.
Ought to Pass, Vote 7-0. Senator Innis for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 128-FN, relative to payment for legal services for persons involuntarily admitted for mental health services.
Ought to Pass, Vote 7-0. Senator D’Allesandro for the committee.
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The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 129-FN, relative to the payment of costs for indigent persons involved in mediation services.
Ought to Pass, Vote 7-0. Senator Pearl for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 138-FN-A, making an appropriation to PFAS remediation fund grants.
Ought to Pass, Vote 7-0. Senator Rosenwald for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted.

Senator Gray moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

SB 157-FN, relative to election audits.
Ought to Pass, Vote 7-0. Senator Gray for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 167-FN-L, relative to green hydrogen energy and infrastructure.
Ought to Pass, Vote 7-0. Senator Rosenwald for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 172-FN, allowing court-appointed guardians to receive Temporary Assistance to Needy Families benefits.
Ought to Pass, Vote 7-0. Senator D’Allesandro for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 190-FN, relative to advanced deposit account wagering.
Ought to Pass, Vote 7-0. Senator Birdsell for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 191-FN, relative to road toll registration surcharges for electric vehicles.
Ought to Pass, Vote 6-1. Senator Birdsell for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass. Adopted, bill ordered to Third Reading.

SB 230-FN-A, making an appropriation to the department of environmental services for wastewater infra-
structure projects.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 7-0. Senator Gray for the committee.

Senate Finance
February 15, 2023
2023-0534s
08/05

Amendment to SB 230-FN-A
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 Department of Environmental Services; Appropriation. There is hereby appropriated to the department 
of environmental services the sum of $15,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, and the sum of 
$15,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, which shall be nonlapsing, for the purpose of making 
payments to communities for projects that have previously been awarded state aid grant funding for eligible 
and completed wastewater infrastructure projects per RSA 486 as approved by the governor and executive 
council. Any remaining funds not used for making payments on existing grants may be used to award new 
grants. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sums out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted.

Senator Gray moved to Lay on the Table. Adopted.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
SB 175-FN, relative to Medicaid coverage for mothers.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0. Senator Whitley for the committee.
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Health and Human Services
February 16, 2023
2023-0593s
07/10

Amendment to SB 175-FN
Amend RSA 167:68, IV as inserted by section 3 of the bill by deleting subparagraph (e) and renumbering the 
original subparagraph (f) to read as subparagraph (e).

Amend the bill by replacing section 4 with the following:

	 4 Appropriation. The sum of $300,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024 and $300,000 for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2025 is hereby appropriated to the department of health and human services for the 
purpose of expanding postpartum health care services under the state Medicaid plan as provided in section 
3 of this act. The governor shall determine if any discretionary funds appropriated in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2, or any other federal funds, can be used for this purpose, and the com-
missioner shall expend such federal funds for this purpose. Any remainder shall be appropriated from the 
general fund. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for the general fund portion of said sums out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. The department of health and human services may 
accept and expend matching federal funds without prior approval of the fiscal committee of the general court. 

Amend RSA 275:82 as inserted by section 10 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

	 275:82 Penalties. Any employer who violates any provision of this subdivision shall be subject to a one-time 
civil penalty pursuant to RSA 273:11-a.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 11 with the following:

	 12 New Section; Wellness and Primary Prevention Council; Voluntary Home Visiting Program Report. 
Amend RSA 126-M by inserting after section 6 the following new section:

	 126-M:7 Voluntary Home Visiting Program Report. 

		  I. The council shall study how New Hampshire can reduce barriers, improve access, and create a sys-
tem of universal access to voluntary home visiting programs available to all parents of newborns and young 
children designed to support families, bridge gaps between caretakers and community resources, and improve 
maternal and child health wellness. 

		  II. The council shall submit a report on any findings and recommendations for proposed legislation to 
the president of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, the senate clerk, the house clerk, the 
governor and the state library on or before October 15, 2024. 

	 13 New Subdivisions; Medicaid Reimbursement-Eligible Doulas and Lactation Service Providers. Amend 
RSA 310-A by inserting after section 221 the following new subdivisions:

Medicaid Reimbursement-Eligible Doulas and Lactation Service Providers

	 310-A:222 Doula and Lactation Service Provider Certification.

		  I. For the purposes of Medicaid billing pursuant to RSA 126-A:99, the office of professional licensure and 
certification shall establish a doula certification process and establish a lactation service certification process 
to certify lactation service providers that are credentialed by the International Board of Lactation Examiners. 

		  II. The office of professional licensure and certification shall adopt rules pursuant to RSA 541-A relative 
to the authority set out in paragraph I.

		  III. Nothing in this section shall prevent a person certified by this state pursuant to any other provision 
of law from performing the occupation for which he or she is certified.

	 14 New Section; System of Care for Children’s Mental Health; Early Childhood Behavioral Health Sup-
ports. Amend RSA 135-F by inserting after section 9 the following new section:

	 135-F:10 Early Childhood Behavioral Health Supports Established.

		  I. The department of health and human services shall develop and maintain a publicly available network 
of trauma-informed early childhood mental health consultants and ensure ongoing training and consultation 
of the early childhood mental health consultants. Early childhood mental health consultations shall be: 
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			   (a) Provided by qualified mental health professionals who possess a masters or doctoral-level degree 
in the mental health field and who demonstrate evidence of specialized training and experience in infant and 
early childhood mental health as established by the department; 

			   (b) Offered, if necessary, to children across settings and regardless of changes to setting and placement; 

			   (c) Integrated with other available behavioral health and family support services providers, including 
but not limited to the care management entities established under RSA 135-F, early childhood mental health 
services, and early supports and services; and

			   (d) Implemented in accordance with this chapter and include, but not be limited to, the following services:

				    (1) Conducting observation and assessment of a child and their caregivers across child care settings, 
including universal strengths-based assessments in accordance with this chapter and RSA 170-G:4-e and the 
use of valid and reliable measures of: trauma exposure, chronic exposure to stress and symptoms, emotional 
and behavioral development, and the strengths and needs of the caregiving/child-caregiver relationship;

				    (2) Consulting with caregivers, teachers, directors, administrators, and other medical and behavioral 
health providers about the meaning of challenging behaviors and how to meet the needs of the child and care 
givers; 

				    (3) Strengthening caregiver and professional capacity to successfully handle challenging behaviors 
though developmentally appropriate methods, including but not limited to reflective questioning, develop-
mental guidance, modeling, and role playing; 

				    (4) Offering training in young child socio-emotional development, emotional and behavioral regula-
tion, and trauma exposure to caregivers and professionals; and

				    (5) Be provided to any child 0-6 presenting with behaviors substantially interfering with their suc-
cessful engagement in child care and to any child who is placed or at risk of being placed in foster care within 
30 days of their placement in care.

		  II. The department shall establish the eligibility and referral process for the consultations that prioritized 
children in foster care or at risk of being placed in foster care.

		  III. Notwithstanding any paragraph of this section, the availability of consultations shall be subject to 
available appropriations to this program.

	 15 Appropriation; Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation. The sum of $1,000,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2024, and the sum of $1,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, is hereby appropri-
ated to the department of health and human services to support existing programs to provide trauma-informed 
early childhood mental health consultation to caregivers at home and in child care settings to support young 
children with exposure to adverse childhood experiences and who experience emotional and behavioral chal-
lenges. Of this amount, the governor shall determine if any remaining discretionary funds appropriated in the 
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2 or any other federal funds can be used for this purpose 
and any remainder shall be general funds. The funds shall be non-lapsing. The governor is authorized to draw 
a warrant for the general fund share of said sums out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

	 16 Effective Date. 

		  I. Section 10 of this act, except for RSA 275:82, shall take effect July 1, 2025.

		  II. RSA 275:82, as inserted by section 10 of this act shall take effect July 1, 2026.

		  III. The remainder of this act shall take effect July 1, 2024.

2023-0593s

AMENDED ANALYSIS
	 This bill: 

	 I. Mandates that the department of health and human services extend Medicaid coverage for pregnant 
women to 12 months postpartum, to cover doula services, to cover lactation services, and to cover donor breast 
milk for eligible infants, and creates appropriations thereof.

	 II. Establishes minimum workplace supports for nursing mothers.
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	 III. Makes an appropriation to the department of health and human services to support healthy outcomes 
for caregivers and children.

	 IV. Mandates the wellness and primary prevention council study and submit a report on home visiting 
programs for all parents of newborns and young children.

	 V. Mandates the department of health and human services establish a network of early childhood behav-
ioral health supports and makes an appropriation thereof.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

A roll call was requested by Senator Avard, seconded by Senator Whitley. 

The following Senators voted Yes: Gendreau, Lang, Watters, Prentiss, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, Fenton, 
Chandley, Avard, Rosenwald, Carson, Whitley, Murphy, Pearl, Soucy, Birdsell, D’Allesandro, Perkins Kwoka, 
Abbas, Gannon, Altschiller, Bradley.

The following Senators voted No: (None)

Roll Call, Yeas: 24 - Nays: 0. Adopted, bill ordered to the Committee on Finance (Rule 4-5).

TRANSPORTATION
SB 186-FN, relative to an electric bicycle low-income transportation incentive program and making an ap-
propriation therefor.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 3-2. Senator Ricciardi for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate. Adopted.

Recess. Out of recess.

WAYS AND MEANS
SB 104-FN-A, to regulate online gambling and direct net proceeds to a community college education scholar-
ship fund.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 4-1. Senator Lang for the committee.

Senate Ways and Means
February 8, 2023
2023-0438s
02/10

Amendment to SB 104-FN-A
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

	 1 New Subparagraph; Online Gambling. Amend RSA 647:2, V by inserting after subparagraph (f) the fol-
lowing new subparagraph:

			   (g) Gambling done over an Internet connection on a website on the Internet.

	 2 New Subdivision; Community College Scholarship Program and Fund. Amend RSA 195-H by inserting 
after section 14 the following new subdivision:

Community College Scholarship Program and Fund

	 195-H:15 Definitions. In this subdivision: 

		  I. “Eligible institution” means a postsecondary educational institution within the community college 
system of New Hampshire as defined in RSA 188-F.

		  II. “Eligible student” means a student who meets the eligibility and residency requirements of RSA 195-
H:17 and who enrolls in a course or program of study determined by the community college system of New 
Hampshire to be eligible for funding under this section. 

		  III. “Eligible costs” may include tuition, registration fees, books, lab and other mandatory fees that are 
determined by the community college system of New Hampshire to be part of the cost to successfully complete 
a course or program, and may include the costs of credit and non-credit offerings. 

	 195-H:16 Community College Scholarship Program and Fund Established.
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		  I. There is hereby established the community college scholarship program and the community college schol-
arship fund. The program and fund shall be administered by the community college system of New Hampshire 
board of trustees. The fund shall be kept distinct and separate from all other funds and shall be used to provide 
scholarships which a recipient shall apply to the costs of an education at an eligible institution. The funds shall 
be distributed to an eligible institution for eligible students who incur eligible expenses that are not already 
offset by funds drawn from other federal, state, institutional, or philanthropic sources, and upon receipt of a 
request for reimbursement for such scholarship funds accompanied by appropriate documentation.

		  II. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund any appropriation relating to the community college 
scholarship fund made in each fiscal year to the board. The state treasurer shall invest the fund in accordance 
with RSA 6:8. Any earnings shall be added to the fund. 

		  III. All moneys in the fund shall be nonlapsing and continually appropriated to the board for the purposes 
of this subdivision. 

		  IV. The board may institute promotional programs and solicit and receive cash gifts or other donations for the 
purpose of supporting educational scholarships from the fund. The board shall not solicit or accept real property. 

		  V. All gifts, grants, and donations of any kind shall be credited to the fund. 

	 195-H:17 Eligibility.

		  I. Any person who meets the following requirements shall be an eligible student: 

			   (a) A person eligible for scholarship funds under this section must be a New Hampshire resident as 
defined by the board of trustees. 

			   (b) A person shall meet the qualifications for academic performance or work experience as established 
by the board of trustees.

			   (c) A person shall have an annual household income at the time the student applies for the program 
of less than or equal to $100,000.

		  II. Funds awarded under this section shall be made on a first come first served basis and the community 
college system of New Hampshire shall not be obligated to pay or waive costs in excess of the funds available.

	 195-H:18 Procedures. 

		  I. All scholarship funds shall be distributed to the eligible student by the eligible institution. The insti-
tution shall include the scholarship in the student’s financial aid package or on the student’s bill, and may 
seek subsequent reimbursement. The state shall provide the reimbursements twice per year to each eligible 
institution for the eligible students enrolled in the current semester or term or within the previous six-month 
period who are receiving a scholarship. The institution shall submit the lists of scholarship recipients to the 
board of trustees or its designee no later than November 30 and April 30, respectively, of each academic year, 
and shall be reimbursed within 30 days of submission. 

		  II. In the case of credit programs, a student is eligible for a scholarship having completed the course 
with a grade of C- or better. In the case of non-credit programs, a student is eligible for a scholarship upon 
enrollment and reimbursement will occur on the same timetable established in paragraph I.

		  III. The eligible institution shall not reduce any merit or need-based grant aid that would have otherwise 
been provided to the eligible student. An eligible student may receive an annual scholarship for a maximum 
of 2 years. 

		  IV. The board of trustees shall adopt rules, pursuant to RSA 541-A, relative to awarding and disbursing 
scholarship funds to an eligible student enrolled in an eligible institution. 

		  V. Beginning in 2024, the board of trustees shall submit a report by November 1 of each year including the 
amount of scholarships awarded under this section and the program areas for which such awards were made, to 
the chairs of the house and senate education committees, the governor, and the commissioner of the New Hamp-
shire department of education. Such report shall not include personally identifiable information of any student. 

	 3 New Chapter; Online Gaming. Amend RSA by inserting after chapter 287-I the following new chapter:

CHAPTER 287-J
ONLINE GAMING

	 287-J:1 Definitions. In this chapter: 
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		  I. “Agent” means a party who is authorized by contract or agreement with the commission to conduct 
online gaming. 

		  II. “Authorized online gaming bettor” means an individual 18 years of age or older who is physically 
present in the state of New Hampshire, or otherwise permitted to place a wager by law, when placing an 
online gaming wager with the commission or an authorized agent of the commission and is not a prohibited 
online gaming bettor. 

		  III. “Commission” means the lottery commission. 

		  IV. “Director” means the executive director of the lottery commission or designee. 

		  V. “Online gaming wagering platform” means the combination of hardware, software, and data networks 
used to manage, administer, record, and/or control online gaming wagers. 

		  VI. “Online gaming wager” means cash or cash equivalent paid by an individual to participate in online 
gaming wagering. 

		  VII. “Online gaming” means games of chance as defined by RSA 287-D:1, III as may be approved by the 
director, including but not limited to poker, blackjack, cards, roulette, craps, baccarat or other style games 
in which an individual wagers money or something of monetary value for the opportunity to win money or 
something of monetary value, and which is offered on an online gaming platform including by electronic com-
munication through Internet websites accessed via a mobile device or computer and mobile device applica-
tions. The term does not include sports wagering conducted under RSA 287-I or paid fantasy sports games 
conducted under RSA 287-H, games of chance conducted under RSA 287-D, Internet lottery conducted under 
RSA 284:21-h, or historic horse racing as defined under RSA 284:22-b.

		  VIII. “Permissible jurisdiction” means another jurisdiction from which wagers may be accepted under 
an interstate gaming reciprocal agreement.

		  IX. “Prohibited online gaming bettor” means:

			   (a) Any member or employee of the commission and any spouse, child, sibling, or parent residing in 
the same household as a member or employee of the commission.

			   (b) Any principal or employee of any agent.

			   (c) Any contractor of the commission or its agents when such contract relates to the conduct of online 
gaming wagering.

			   (d) Any contractor or employee of an entity that conducts online gaming wagering in another jurisdic-
tion when the bettor possesses confidential nonpublic information as a result of his or her contract or employ-
ment relating to the wager being placed.

			   (e) Any individual placing a wager as an agent of or proxy for a prohibited online gaming bettor.

			   (f) Any person under the age of 18

	 287-J:2 Online Gaming Authorized; Commission. The commission is authorized to operate online gaming 
for the purposes of accepting and paying wagers by authorized online gaming bettors within the state or other 
authorized jurisdiction as authorized under RSA 287-J:8 in conformance with the requirements of this chapter.

	 287-J:3 Commission Agents. The commission shall conduct online gaming through agents selected through a 
competitive bid process and approved by the governor and executive council. Any such contract shall be based 
on the state receiving a percentage of revenue from online gaming activities within the state. The commis-
sion shall ensure that an agent demonstrates financial stability, responsibility, good character, honesty, and 
integrity. In selecting an agent, the commission shall consider, at a minimum, the experience and background 
of the agent, the agent’s mobile and Internet capabilities, the agent’s contribution to economic development 
within the state, the agent’s commitment to prevention of problem gambling, to responsible gaming, and to 
integrity in Internet gaming. The commission shall select one or more bidders who best meet the criteria set 
forth in this paragraph and select from that group the agents whose bids provide the state with the highest 
percentage of revenue from the Internet gaming activities covered by the bids, provided that the commission 
determines that the bidder’s commitment to return said revenue percentage to the state is consistent with the 
bidder’s commitment to meet all other criteria specified in the bid request and in applicable law. All agents 
shall be subject to criminal and financial background checks as prescribed by the commission.
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	 287-J:4 Online Gaming Wagering Authorized. The commission and its agents are authorized to operate 
online gaming through an online gaming wagering platform by mobile devices or over the Internet. With 
respect to online gaming wagers, the commission, either independently, or through its agent, shall provide:

		  I. Age verification measures to be undertaken to block access to and prevent online gaming wagers by 
persons under the age of 18 years.

		  II. Identity verification through secure online databases or by examination of photo identification.

		  III. Geographic restrictions to ensure that online gaming wagers must be initiated and received within 
the geographic borders of the state of New Hampshire or a permissible jurisdiction, and are not intentionally 
routed outside of the state. The incidental intermediate routing of a mobile online gaming wager shall not 
determine the location or locations in which such a wager is initiated, received, or otherwise made.

		  IV. Wager limits for daily, weekly, and monthly amounts consistent with the best practices in addressing 
problem gambling.

		  V. A voluntary self-exclusion program for players to self-exclude themselves from online gaming wager-
ing for set periods of time.

		  VI. Security mechanisms to ensure the confidentiality of wagering and personal and financial informa-
tion except as otherwise authorized by this chapter.

	 287-J:5 Online Gaming Wagering Supervision. The commission shall create a division of online gaming 
wagering which shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with the requirements of this chapter and any 
rules adopted by the commission in accordance with the authorities granted under this chapter. In addition, 
the division, under the direction of the director and commission, shall ensure that the commission’s agents 
and vendors comply with the following obligations: 

		  I. Each agent engaged in online gaming wagering shall submit a security and internal control report 
for the division’s review and approval prior to conducting any online gaming wagering within the state and 
every year thereafter. This report shall address all aspects of security and controls including physical security, 
personnel security, and computer systems security including: 

			   (a) Employment background checks and policies. 

			   (b) Automated and manual risk management procedures. 

			   (c) Procedures for identifying and reporting fraud and suspicious conduct. 

			   (d) Any and all monitoring systems utilized by the agents to report and receive information on suspi-
cious betting conduct. 

			   (e) Systems and procedures to prevent prohibited online gaming bettors from placing wagers. 

			   (f) Description of anti-money laundering compliance standards. 

			   (g) Descriptions of all integrated third-party systems or components and the security procedures relat-
ing to those systems. 

		  II. For each wagering computer system used to conduct online gaming wagering, including all mobile 
online gaming wagering platforms within the state, the agent providing such system shall provide a detailed 
computer system security report to be approved by the commission prior to the acceptance of wagers and 
each year thereafter. The report shall address the issues set forth in the security and internal control report 
along with the following: 

			   (a) Documented system security testing performed by a licensed third-party contractor approved by 
the commission.

			   (b) A description of all software applications that comprise the system.

			   (c) A procedure for third-party auditing of financial transactions received by the system. 

			   (d) A description of all types of wagers supported by the system. 

			   (e) Unique identification and verification systems for wagers. 

			   (f) A list of data recorded relating to each wager. 
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			   (g) System redundancy to ensure recording of wagers during a system outage. 

			   (h) A mechanism to provide read only access to the commission to the back office system for the pur-
poses of reviewing and auditing wagering activities.

			   (i) Integration with an independent control system to ensure integrity of system wagering information. 

			   (j) Capabilities for freezing or suspending wagering across the platform. 

			   (k) Any other issue identified by the division upon review of the proposed gaming system. 

		  III. Each agent engaged in online gaming wagering shall submit rules for each online game for the divi-
sion’s review and approval prior to conducting any online gaming within the state and every year thereafter. 
These rules for each online game shall include at a minimum: 

			   (a) The method for calculation and payment of winning wagers. 

			   (b) Treatment of errors. 

			   (c) Method of contacting the agents for questions or complaints. 

			   (d) The policies and procedures in place for limiting or banning a player from the online gaming wa-
gering platform. 

			   (e) The method and location for posting and publishing the rules for each online game. 

		  IV. Each agent engaged in online gaming wagering shall submit accounting controls for the division’s 
review and approval prior to conducting any online gaming wagering within the state and every year there-
after. These accounting controls shall include at a minimum: 

			   (a) A process for documenting and verifying beginning of day cash balance.

			   (b) The establishment of a segregated account related to New Hampshire online gaming wagering 
activities. 

		  V. The commission’s agents shall submit a responsible gaming plan for the division’s review and approval 
prior to conducting any online gaming wagering within the state and every year thereafter. This plan should 
include identification of posting and materials related to problem gaming, resources to be made available to 
bettors expressing concerns about problem gaming, house imposed player limits, and self-exclusion programs. 

		  VI. The commission’s agents shall maintain a cash reserve available to pay wagers as determined by 
the commission. 

		  VII. The commission’s agents shall not accept any wager on an online game unless it has received ap-
proval from the commission to conduct that type of online game. 

		  VIII. Wagers made under this section shall be made with: 

			   (a) Cash. 

			   (b) Cash equivalent. 

			   (c) PayPal. 

			   (d) Debit card. 

			   (e) ACH. 

			   (f) Promotional funds.

			   (g) Any other means approved by the executive director. 

	 287-J:6 Proceeds to Education Fund. The proceeds received by the commission from online gaming wager-
ing, less the administrative costs of the commission, prizes paid, and payments for problem gambling services, 
shall be deposited in the community college scholarship fund established in RSA 195-H:16.

	 287-J:7 Limitations on Online Gaming Wagers. The commission and its agents are prohibited from the 
following activities: 

		  I. Accepting or making payment relating to online gaming wagers made by prohibited online gaming 
bettors. 
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		  II. Accepting online gaming wagers from persons who are physically outside of the state of New Hamp-
shire at the time of the online gaming wager. 

		  III. Accepting online gaming wagers from persons outside of the state of New Hampshire not in compli-
ance with RSA 287-J:8.

	 287-J:8 Acceptance of Out-of-State Wagers. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, 
wagers may be accepted pursuant to this chapter from persons who are not physically present in the state of 
New Hampshire if the commission has determined that: 

			   (a) Accepting the wagers is not inconsistent with federal law or the laws of New Hampshire; or 

			   (b) The wagering is conducted pursuant to a reciprocal agreement to which the state of New Hamp-
shire is a party that is not inconsistent with federal law. 

	 287-J:9 Financial Reports. The commission may seek financial and compliance reports from its agents pe-
riodically and may conduct audits of these reports to ensure that the state receives the agreed upon revenue 
sharing proceeds. 

	 287-J:10 Compliance Reviews. The commission shall retain oversight of its agents to ensure that all online 
gaming wagering activities are conducted in accordance with this chapter and any rules adopted by the com-
mission. 

	 287-J:11 Rulemaking. The commission shall adopt rules, pursuant to RSA 541-A, relative to the operation, 
conduct, location, and oversight of online gaming wagering. The commission may enact emergency rules, which 
will take effect upon approval. 

	 287-J:12 Prohibition on Authorization of Online Gaming Agents Operating in Terror States and Illegal 
Markets.

		  I. Prior to the authorization of an agent under this section, the commission shall conduct a comprehen-
sive investigation of the prospective agent to determine whether the agent or any of its affiliates, including 
entities under common control, is knowingly: 

			   (a) Accepting revenue, directly or indirectly, derived from any jurisdiction sanctioned by the Office of 
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Treasury; or

			   (b) Accepting or assisting, directly or indirectly, in the acceptance of online wagers or consideration 
related to online wagering from any country in which such online gaming is prohibited or illegal. 

		  II. The commission shall not authorize an agent under this section if the commission determines that 
the agent or any of its affiliates, including entities under common control, is knowingly: 

			   (a) Accepting revenue, directly or indirectly, derived from any jurisdiction sanctioned by the Office of 
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Treasury Department; or 

			   (b) Accepting or assisting, directly or indirectly, in the acceptance of online wagers or other consider-
ation related to online wagering from any country in which such online gaming is prohibited or illegal.

		  III. If at any time during authorization the commission determines that the agent or any of its affiliates, 
including entities under common control, is knowingly: 

			   (a) Accepting revenue, directly or indirectly, derived from any jurisdiction sanctioned by the Office of 
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the United States Treasury Department; or 

			   (b) Accepting or assisting, directly or indirectly, in the acceptance of online wagers or other consider-
ation related to online wagering from any country in which such online gaming is prohibited or illegal, the 
commission shall impose discipline up to and including revocation of the license held by the agent. 

	 4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2024.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

A roll call was requested by Senator Rosenwald, seconded by Senator Lang. 

The following Senators voted Yes: Lang, Watters, Gray, Innis, Ward, Fenton, Avard, Carson, Murphy, Pearl, 
Birdsell, D’Allesandro, Bradley.
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The following Senators voted No: Gendreau, Prentiss, Ricciardi, Chandley, Rosenwald, Whitley, Soucy, Perkins 
Kwoka, Abbas, Gannon, Altschiller.

Roll Call, Yeas: 13 - Nays: 11. Adopted, bill ordered to the Committee on Finance (Rule 4-5).

SB 189-FN, relative to the definition of gross business profits in determining taxable business profits.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 3-2. Senator Murphy for the committee.

Senate Ways and Means
February 16, 2023
2023-0558s
02/08

Amendment to SB 189-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 New Paragraph; Business Profits Tax; Additions and Deductions. Amend RSA 77-A:4 by inserting after 
paragraph XIX the following new paragraph:

		  XX. For tax years commencing on or after January 1, 2024, a deduction equal to the amount disallowed as 
a deduction under section 163(j) of the Internal Revenue Code. For tax years commencing on or after January 
1, 2024, an addition equal to the amount deducted by reason of a carry forward of disallowed business interest 
under section 163(j) of the Internal Revenue Code generated in tax years commencing after January 1, 2024.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

A division vote was requested.

Yeas: 15 - Nays: 9. Adopted, bill ordered to the Committee on Finance (Rule 4-5).

SB 260-FN, relative to deductions under the business profits tax for compensation of members and owners.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 3-2. Senator Lang for the committee.

Senate Ways and Means
February 13, 2023
2023-0559s
07/10

Amendment to SB 260-FN
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

	 1 New Paragraph; Business Profits Tax. Amend RSA 77-A:4 by inserting after paragraph XIX the following 
new paragraph:

		  XX. A deduction of the full amount of fair, reasonable, and customary compensation for members and own-
ers of business organizations subject to taxation under RSA 77-A, to the extent such amounts are not already 
deducted in arriving at the business organization’s gross business profits, as defined in RSA 77-A:1, III.

The question is on the adoption of the Committee Amendment. Adopted.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Adopted, bill ordered to the 
Committee on Finance (Rule 4-5).

SB 261-FN, relative to the interest and dividends tax rate and threshold.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 3-2. Senator Murphy for the committee.

The question is on the adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate.

A roll call was requested by Senator Soucy, seconded by Senator Avard. 

The following Senators voted Yes: Gendreau, Lang, Gray, Innis, Ward, Ricciardi, Avard, Carson, Murphy, 
Pearl, Birdsell, Abbas, Gannon.

The following Senators voted No: Watters, Prentiss, Fenton, Chandley, Rosenwald, Whitley, Soucy, D’Allesandro, 
Perkins Kwoka, Altschiller.

The following Senators filed a Declaration of Intent: Bradley.

Roll Call, Yeas: 13 - Nays: 10. Adopted.
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SPECIAL ORDER
Without objection, the remainder of the Calendar is Special Ordered to Thursday, March 9, 2023. Adopted.

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
SB 229-FN, relative to administration of certain wetlands permits by the department of environmental services.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
SB 240, relative to conditions for genetic testing.

JUDICIARY
SB 179, relative to eliminating the use of seclusion as a form of punishment or discipline on children in 
schools and treatment facilities.

WAYS AND MEANS
SB 262-LOCAL, allowing municipalities to collect an occupancy fee from operators of local room rentals.

MOTION TO ADJOURN FROM EARLY SESSION
Senator Carson moved that the Senate adjourn from the Early Session, that the business of the Late Session 
be in order at the present time, that all bills and resolutions ordered to Third Reading be, by this resolution, 
read a third time, all titles be the same as adopted, and that they be passed at the present time.

Adopted. Adjournment from the Early Session.

LATE SESSION

LIST OF RULE 6-25’S FOR THE DAY
Senator Bradley: SB 261-FN

Without objection, all Personal Privileges and Unanimous Consent shall be entered into the permanent Jour-
nal of the Senate. (Rule 2-16 and Rule 2-17). Adopted.

LATE SESSION
Third Reading and Final Passage

SB 38-FN, amending the procedure for issuing a summons instead of an arrest.
SB 44-FN, relative to license requirements for certain alcohol and other drug use professionals.
SB 46, relative to electronic payments to employee debit cards.
SB 51-FN, creating a commission to study charitable gaming and historical horse races and relative to the 
moratorium on licensed historical horse racing facilities.
SB 53-FN, permitting the use of certain refrigerants that are in compliance with the Clean Air Act.
SB 67, relative to changes to certain weights and measures statutes.
SB 69-FN, relative to allowing certain nonprofits to participate as a customer-generator group hosts under 
net energy metering.
SB 107, relative to the general administration of regulatory boards and commissions.
SB 112-FN, relative to pari-mutuel pools and historic horse racing.
SB 119-FN, relative to criminal background checks for charitable games of chance license applicants.
SB 126-FN, relative to licensure requirements for telehealth services and relative to licensure of physicians 
and physicians assistants treating patients incarcerated with the department of corrections.
SB 128-FN, relative to payment for legal services for persons involuntarily admitted for mental health services.
SB 129-FN, relative to the payment of costs for indigent persons involved in mediation services.
SB 146, relative to the agricultural advisory board.
SB 157-FN, relative to election audits.
SB 158, relative to absentee ballot outer envelopes.
SB 162, relative to exemptions from rabies vaccinations for dogs, cats, and ferrets.
SB 164-FN-LOCAL, relative to consideration of biodiversity in the land and community heritage investment 
program.
SB 167-FN-LOCAL, relative to green hydrogen energy and infrastructure.
SB 172-FN, allowing court-appointed guardians to receive Temporary Assistance to Needy Families benefits.
SB 174, relative to veterans access to health care.
SB 180-FN, relative to product labeling and information guide requirements for cannabis products and the 
prohibition of the sale of hemp products containing certain levels of THC.
SB 187-FN, relative to driver’s licenses for certain visa holders.
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SB 190-FN, relative to advanced deposit account wagering.
SB 191-FN, relative to road toll registration surcharges for electric vehicles.
SB 198, directing the insurance department to conduct a cost study of providing coverage for certain repro-
ductive health care.
SB 207, establishing a committee to study licensure of mental health professionals and relative to 	 mental 
health critical incident intervention and management.
SB 211-FN, relative to background investigations of solid waste and hazardous waste facility permit applicants.
SB 215-FN, relative to nursing certification requirements.
SB 225, establishing the commission to study the assessing of power generation.
SB 228-FN, relative to the Hilton Park boat ramp.
SB 244-FN, relative to false public alarms.
SB 258, relative to the disposal of highway or turnpike funded real estate.

MOTION TO RECESS TO CALL OF THE CHAIR
Senator Carson moved that the business of the day being completed, that the Senate recess to the Call of the 
Chair for the purposes of introducing legislation, referring bills to committee, scheduling hearings, sending 
and receiving messages, vacating bills, and processing enrolled bill reports and amendments and when we 
recess, we recess to the Call of the Chair.

Adopted. The Senate is in recess to the Call of the Chair.


