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ORGANIZATION DAY
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Organization Day was held at the Edgewood Visitor’s Parking Lot at the
University of New Hampshire Hamel Recreation Center.

The Honorable Tammy Wright, Clerk of the Senate, called the Senate to order at 10:00 a.m.
The Reverend, Deacon Francis McCarty, chaplain to the Senate, offered the following prayer:
Let us pray.

Oh God, source of all goodness, as we gather this day that you have made, we give you thanks for the many
blessings you have bestowed upon us. We ask you to look upon these, your servants, the members of the
New Hampshire State Senate, as they begin their new legislative session. Strengthen them with your pres-
ence. Give them wisdom, knowledge and courage in their decision making. Make them good stewards of the
resources entrusted to them. Assist them in their work of making a just and equitable society for all people.
Give them understanding so that they may serve their constituents to the best of their abilities. Watch over
them this day, and every day. Protect their families and those close to them. Watch over us all during these
extraordinary times. Comfort those who have endured hardship and loss. Bring an end to suffering. Bring us
your peace. Watch over the people of the great state of New Hampshire, Through your intercession may we
all come to know joy, prosperity, and peace. And may we be protected from all evil. We ask all these things
in your most holy name. Amen.

Senator Hennessey led the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Honorable Tammy Wright, Clerk of the Senate, called the Roll of the Senate for attendance. There were
24 members present.

OATH OF OFFICE FOR SENATORS
At this time, on the first Wednesday in December, in the year of our Lord, two thousand and twenty, being
the day prescribed by the Constitution for the Legislature of New Hampshire to assemble and the Honorable
Christopher T. Sununu, Governor of the State of New Hampshire, accompanied by the Honorable Executive
Council, will come into the Senate chamber, and will now subscribe the oaths of office, and witness the sign-
ing of the oath by each individual Senator, and verify that these are duly qualified as Senators agreeably to
the provision of the Constitution.

Recess. Out of recess.

The Clerk recognized the Sergeant-at-Arms.

The Sergeant-at-Arms announced the Honorable Executive Council.

The Clerk recognized the Sergeant-at-Arms.

The Sergeant-at-Arms announced the Honorable Governor Christopher T. Sununu.
The Clerk recognized the Honorable Governor Christopher T. Sununu.

GOVERNOR CHRISTOPHER T. SUNUNU: Well, thank you, good morning. We got the right weather. Thank
gosh. We all know that could’ve bore out a little worse to be sure. Well, quick and early congratulations. Obvi-
ously, it’s an honor to be here again with not just myself but with the Executive Council, on quite a unique
and important day. So, we know you have a lot of business to do so we’ll get right to it. Please raise your
right hands and repeat after me.

I, state your name, of your town, do solemnly swear, that I will bear faith and true allegiance to the United
States of America and the state of New Hampshire, and will support the constitution thereof. So help me God.

I, state your name, do solemnly and sincerely swear and affirm that I will faithfully and impartially discharge
and perform all duties incumbent on me as State Senator according to the best of my abilities, agreeably to the
rules and regulations of this constitution and laws of the state of New Hampshire. So help me God.
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GOVERNOR CHRISTOPHER T. SUNUNU: Congratulations. And I'm always told to remind you, don’t forget
to sign your oaths. We've had that issue before. Congratulations and I'll turn it back over. And I apologize, we
won’t do the ceremonial handshakes and all that kind of stuff. Unique times, but again, good luck with today
and good luck with this session. Obviously, whether it’s the Executive Council or myself, I think everyone is
looking forward to getting off on a great start; 2021, 2022, lots of work to do but I think we’re in good shape.
We're off to a great start. Congratulations again.

WHEREUPON, the Governor and Council witnessed the signing of the oath by each of the following indi-
vidual Senators, verifying that these are duly qualified as Senators pursuant to the provisions of the New
Hampshire Constitution:

District No. 1 Erin Hennessey
District No. 2 Robert J. Giuda
District No. 3 Jeb Bradley
District No. 4 David H. Watters
District No. 5 Suzanne M. Prentiss
District No. 6 James P. Gray
District No. 7 Harold F. French
District No. 8 Ruth Ward

District No. 9 Denise Ricciardi
District No. 10 Jay Kahn

District No. 11 Gary L. Daniels
District No. 12 Kevin A. Avard
District No. 13 Cindy Rosenwald
District No. 14 Sharon M. Carson
District No. 15 Rebecca G. Whitley
District No. 16 Kevin J. Cavanaugh
District No. 17 John Reagan
District No. 18 Donna M. Soucy
District No. 19 Regina Birdsell
District No. 20 Lou D’Allesandro

Rebecca Perkins Kwoka
District No. Chuck Morse

District No. William M. Gannon
District No. 24 Thomas M. Sherman

ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

The Honorable Tammy Wright, Clerk of the Senate, stated that nominations for President of the Senate
are in order.

District No.

DN N N
W N =

(The Chair recognized Senator Bradley for a nomination.)

SENATOR BRADLEY: Good morning, Madam Presiding Officer. Good morning, colleagues. What a special
day in a special spot. It is a great honor for me to nominate one of the best friends I've ever had, our col-
league from Senate District 22, Senator Chuck Morse. Chuck has served in the capacity of Senate Presi-
dent, as Minority Leader. He started a long time ago with me in the New Hampshire House. We’ve taken
somewhat different routes but here we come back on this very unique day to where we are at the end of
2020. I think that being a member of the New Hampshire Senate is one of the greatest opportunities one
can have in public life. And one of the things that I've learned is because we’re such a small group, we
disagree but we do so agreeably. And there’s no one who’s more agreeable than Chuck Morse. But it’s not
just his agreeableness and nature, his integrity, his legendary hard work, his willingness to always let
others take credit when he could have actually taken credit for much of the work done, and his ability to
just get the job done. And in 2020 as we go into 2021 and hopefully our state and our nation move beyond
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this pandemic that we’ve experienced in so many devastating ways, I can think of no one better prepared to
lead the New Hampshire Senate than Chuck Morse and so I heartily nominate him to be our next Senate
President. Thank you, Madam Clerk.

(The Chair recognized Senator Soucy for a second.)

SENATOR SOUCY: Thank you, Madam Presiding Officer. And welcome to, particularly the new Senators
that are here today. Today’s a historic day in many ways, certainly, under these conditions. And I am very
proud to second the nomination of Chuck Morse as Senate President. I too have had the privilege of working
with Chuck as a minority member, as deputy leader, as Senate President. And I know the extraordinary
responsibility that we are bestowing upon Senator Morse today. These times are going to challenge each
and every one of us, but what’s most important about the integrity of the New Hampshire State Senate is
that even when we differ, we do it with respect and we do it in a way that serves not only our communi-
ties, but the people of the state. Chuck Morse is a person who is committed to helping people, to serving
people. He and I have shared some great times together, some joyous times, he and I have privately shared
some very sorrowful times. I consider Senator Morse a friend. I enjoyed very much working with him when
our roles were reversed and I know I will continue to enjoy working with Senator Morse because of his
extraordinary work ethic, the integrity that he brings to this office with deep respect for this institution.
So, I am proud to second the nomination of Chuck Morse and I would ask all of my colleagues to join me
in voting for him today.

Hearing no further nominations, The Honorable Tammy Wright, Clerk of the Senate, declared nominations
to be closed.

Adopted. Senator Chuck Morse was elected President of the Senate.

SENATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE TO THE SENATE
PRESIDENT MORSE: Things are changing. Be seated please. Good morning. I believe this is the first
time the Senate’s Organizational Day has been held in a parking lot instead of under the golden dome
in Concord.

Due to Corona Virus, we’re all aware that these are no ordinary times. However, as public servants we are
called upon to carry out the peoples’ business to the absolute best of our abilities, whether in the State House
or on the road. I know all of you share that resolve with me.

I want to begin by thanking the staff here at the University of New Hampshire, our state’s flagship campus,
for their generous hospitality you have all shown for the legislators in attendance. Holding a Senate session
away from Concord is truly historic. You made this day possible, and I cannot thank you enough for your
support. Additionally, special thanks goes to Captain Steven Lee of the UNH Police Department, and Megan
Brunelle, Associate Director of the University and Special Events, who worked tirelessly to help plan and
ensure that today’s event would be a success.

I also want to welcome all of you to Organizational Day. Thank you for the honor of being elected Senate
President and to once again be given the opportunity to lead this body and to serve the people of the state
of New Hampshire. It is a responsibility that I do not take lightly. It is a privilege to serve alongside you as
colleagues and friends.

I want to take a moment to acknowledge my predecessor, Senator Donna Soucy. As our previous Senate
President, she understands the unique responsibilities of this office. Political changeovers are never easy, so
thank you, Donna, for making the transition process go so smoothly. I appreciate your professionalism and
willingness to listen, regardless of which party holds the majority.

And congratulations to each Senator here today. Whether it is your tenth term or your first, you've earned the
confidence of the voters in your home districts, and for that, you should be extremely proud. I find it hard to
believe that any of us would be here today without the loving support of our families and the sacrifices they
make as we serve the people of our great state. I want to thank my wife, Susan, and my daughter Emma for
their love, their support, and their constant understanding whenever I spend many long days in Concord instead
of at home in Salem or working at our family business. Without them, I would not be standing here today.

There is no doubt that when our new legislative session starts in January, we will face unprecedented chal-
lenges related to Covid-19. This means making sure we protect the health and safety of the citizens of New
Hampshire while protecting our economy. The people of New Hampshire deserve our best efforts during these
difficult times.
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One of the most important pieces of legislation we will debate this session is the state budget. Legislation
that sets the priorities of the state. I am committed to working with each of you to debate these policies and
continue to make progress for the people of New Hampshire.

The unique challenges we face this year will require us to work in a bipartisan fashion, to protect the
thousands of small businesses and their employees that rely on their paychecks to support their families
as we continue our economic recovery. Given the seriousness of the situation, I believe it is incumbent
upon all of us to strive for agreement as well as respectful debates. We all come from twenty-four dis-
tinct districts, from the Great North Woods to the southern tier, Granite Staters are counting on us to
work together towards a common goal of making New Hampshire the best place to live, work and raise
a family. I am proud of the fact that this body has always risen above the division that exists across the
country and work together for the benefit of the communities. As those of you have served in this body
before know well, my door is always open. I want to work with you to help you be successful because
when we succeed, New Hampshire wins.

On Organizational Day in 1994, the late Senator Clesson Junie Blaisdell, a Democrat from Keene, stood up
to second the nomination of Senator Joseph Delahunty, a Republican from Salem, for President of the Sen-
ate. In his remarks, Senator Blaisdell impressed upon Senator Delahunty something far beyond politics; the
importance of always being true to your word. Joe Delahunty not only served as Senate President, but he was
my mentor in politics as well as in business. I can tell you, that in all of the time that I have known him, Joe
has never gone back on his word. It is a lesson I take very seriously, especially today. I give you my word as
Senate President, I will be fair, I will be honest, and I will lead with integrity. That is what this legislative
body and the people who we serve deserve. To my fellow veteran Senators, I say welcome back. To our newly
elected Senators, I say welcome aboard.

So, in closing, our diligent and thoughtful work on behalf of the people of New Hampshire begins today. They
expect the best of us and deserve nothing less. And I know working together, we will exceed their expecta-
tions. May God bless you, and may God bless the great state of New Hampshire. Thank you.

RESOLUTION NO. 1
RULES ADOPTION
Senator Bradley offered the following Resolution:

RESOLVED, that the Rules of the 2019-2020 Session be adopted as the Rules of the 2021-2022 Session, with
the changes which have been provided here today.

AMENDMENT TO THE SENATE RULES
1. Amend Senate Rule 4-7 as follows:

4-7 Standing Committees — The standing committees of the Senate shall be as follows: the Committee on
Capital Budget, the Committee on Commerce, the Committee on Education and-Woerkforee Development, the
Committee on Election Law and Municipal Affairs, the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, the Com-
mittee on Executive Departments and Administration, the Committee on Finance, the Committee on Health
and Human Services, the Committee on Judiciary, the Committee on Rules and Enrolled Bills, the Committee
on Transportation, and the Committee on Ways and Means.

2. Amend Senate Rule 7-1 as follows:

7-1 Deadlines. In an effort to thwart the spread of Covid-19, after conferring with the Minority
Leader, and public health officials about best practices concerning the safety of Senators, staff,
and the public, the deadlines may be reasonably amended at the discretion of the Senate President,
to be timely noticed on the General Court website.

7-1 Deadlines

(a) Tuesday, December 15, 2020 — Deadline for the Office of Legislative Services to accept drafting of a
Senate Bill, Senate Concurrent Resolution, or Senate Joint Resolution with complete information for the
2021 Session.

(b) Tuesday, January 12, 2021 — Deadline for sponsors to sign off on legislation.
(c) Monday, February 22, 2021 — Friday, February 26, 2021: SENATE BREAK.
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(d) Thursday, March 11, 2021 — Deadline for Policy Committees to ACT on all Senate bills with a fiscal
impact, except bills exempted pursuant to Senate Rule 4-5.

(e) Thursday, April 01, 2021 — CROSSOVER - Deadline to ACT on all Senate bills.

(f) Thursday, May 13, 2021 — Deadline for Policy Committees to ACT on all House bills with a fiscal im-
pact, except bills exempted pursuant to Senate Rule 4-5.

(g) Thursday, June 03, 2021 — Deadline to ACT on all House bills.

(h) Thursday, June 10, 2021 — Deadline to FORM Committees of Conference.

(i) Thursday, June 17, 2021 — Deadline to SIGN Committee of Conference Reports.

() Thursday, June 24, 2021 — Deadline to ACT on Committee of Conference Reports.
Adopted.

SELECT COMMITTEE OF FOUR

The Chair appoints four members to a Select Committee of four with instructions to review and consolidate
legislation, after which the Select Committee will report to the Committee on Rules and Enrolled Bills.

The Chair appoints Senator Bradley, Senator Carson, Senator Soucy, and Senator Rosenwald to serve as the
Select Committee.

(The Chair recognized Senator Bradley.)

SENATOR BRADLEY: Thank you very much, Mister President. There was a question from Senator Watters
earlier. So, let me just address what the intent of this special committee is. For Senator Soucy and myself, this
is kind of old hat, as we did this in May and June, spending countless hours with staff on Zoom calls trying
to put bills that were like-minded together in ways that were easier for all of us to conduct public hearings.
That is the intent of what the four of us that Senator Morse has tasked will seek to do.

Senator Soucy and I have talked about how we would do this. We have agreed that in order to make a recom-
mendation of a bill being combined with another bill, it would have to be unanimous of the four of us, then
whether it’s Senator Soucy, Senator Rosenwald, Senator Carson, or myself, will call all of the perspective prime
sponsors and in essence, seek your permission to do so. If you feel your bill has to stand alone for whatever
reason, we may want to discuss that with you but at the end of the day, I think we would abide by your wishes.
So please take that as our commitment to you, to make sure that this process works as smoothly as possible.

We will have a lot of legislation that will be introduced, combining bills, especially the non-controversial bills
that can minimize the number of public hearings, will help all of us in the next session. We’ve done it before.
I think, it’s a tribute to Senator Soucy and her staff that we were able to do it as effectively as we were and
Josh and Bobby on our side doing the same thing and I see that this won’t be that much different, except it’s
at the beginning of the process not the end. I think Senator Watters had a question.

(The Chair recognized Senator Watters for a question Senator Bradley.)

SENATOR WATTERS: Thank you, Mister President. And Senator, thanks for taking my question. And so,
it’s my assumption this is a committee that is appointed for the first year of the session only?

SENATOR BRADLEY: That’s certainly the understanding that we’ve had. It’s not, and that’s why it’s not
in the official rules. And one thing that I did forget to mention, is that this process of particularly trying to
group the bills together will start on December 16*, which is a Wednesday. So, the four of us will spend the
16", 17% and the 18% with a perspective list of combinations. During that time, please be available for our
phone calls. We’'ll be nuisances until we reach you, and then the report of this ad hoc committee will go to
the full rules committee which will meet on December 215 to ratify the recommendations but hopefully, we’ll
never have to do this again.

SENATOR WATTERS: Thank you.
(The Chair recognized Senator Soucy.)

SENATOR SOUCY: Thank you, Mister President. What Senator Bradley just described was something ex-
traordinary. And please understand, we are in extraordinary times. This is, as Senator Watters inquired,
for this year only of the session. I think we’re all hopeful that within less than a year, this situation will be
different, we’ll be able to operate in a more normal fashion. But the thing I want to make abundantly clear
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to each and every one of you is that each and every Senator retains their right to sponsor legislation. This is
a process that we will use to just better manage the session for all of us as a body, but each and every one
of us, particularly minority members and majority members, but we’ll all have the opportunity to introduce
every piece of legislation that we need to best represent our communities and our constituents. And I very
much appreciate, I did a year ago, the trust that Senator Bradley and Senator Morse had in the process that
I tried to advance and I think this process worked and will serve all of us well without in any way usurping
our ability to do our jobs. Thank you.

(The Chair recognized Senator Sherman for a question of Senator Bradley.)

SENATOR SHERMAN: Just a quick question. Do we know is the other side going to be putting together
similar omnibus bills?

SENATOR BRADLEY: We don’t know at this point in time. I mean obviously they’re organizing today. Will
they be doing it? Possibly. But I think you know, Senator Soucy said and as I tried to convey, this is to help
all of us to manage the session as well as possible while giving all of us the maximum opportunity to make
sure that the legislation you care about gets a fair and full hearing. But hopefully as, especially for the new
members should know, that much of the work that we do is on a bipartisan basis and many of these bills,
like for instance, I think Senator Soucy, you’ll remember, didn’t we combine seven or eight naming bills into
one of those bills last year? Naming bills are generally not very controversial, they can be done in one public
hearing, not eight and it will make things a lot easier.

SENATOR SHERMAN: As Senator Soucy knows, there are, there’s one bill that is very time sensitive, that
was vetoed by the Governor as part of a very large package, I just wanted to make sure that it makes sense
to do this to combine them, but that if there are bills that are time sensitive, that we catch and pay special
attention to those.

SENATOR BRADLEY: I think you’re referring to a bill that deals with the Pease Development Authority,
and so one of the, I think recommendations that will come out of this group of four is the potential of fast
tracking bills. I'm sure that Senator Sherman, when Senator Soucy or I call you about combining that bill,
you’ll ask us not to do it so it can go pretty quickly. But I think Senator Sherman raises a good point in how
we hope to operate, to work together collaboratively to improve all of our abilities to get things done. But in
the case that you're talking about with the PDA, I think they have an April Deadline and it does need to be
fast tracked. And so, that’ll be a bill that should be a stand-alone bill and we’ll take that advisement right
here on the floor of the Senate.

SENATOR SHERMAN: Thank you.
(The Chair recognized Senator Giuda.)

SENATOR GIUDA: Thank you, Mister President. Thank you, Mister Majority Leader, and thank you Senator
Soucy. I rise to support this, but I express concern that we are allowing a small committee essentially to oversee
our rights as Senators to introduce legislation as individual pieces of legislation. And so, I would just caution
you and ask that you be aware of that. I understand that when someone says they’re from the government
and they’re here to help, I tend to be a little bit careful. I know that you will exercise caution, but I ask you
not to in any way, infringe on the individual rights of each Senator to represent their constituents. Thank you.

PRESIDENT MORSE: Thank you, Senator Giuda and let me be very clear. If any Senator does not want their
bill combined, Senator Bradley duly noted that it won’t be combined. So, it’s much different than what we
did to close the year. We are basically looking at the fact that we’re going to have a different kind of session
coming up. We do realize we have some bills that need to be fast tracked, we're going to have to figure out
how we’re going to do that. But we also realize that if we can take a good look at things like naming bills, or
legislation that’s come into my office already that I know can go on bills that you’re putting in, I don’t have
a problem with it. And that’s what this group will do. But nothing will be done without your permission. So,
I just want to make that clear.

ELECTION OF THE CLERK OF THE SENATE
President Morse stated that nominations for Clerk of the Senate are in order.
(The Chair recognized Senator Bradley for a nomination.)

SENATOR BRADLEY: Thank you again, Mister President. It is a great pleasure to not only nominate a good
friend of all of ours, Tammy Wright to continue in her excellent role as Senate Clerk, but also, I think to pay
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tribute to Tammy’s hard work, which should be part of the nomination. These are unprecedented times. What
we’re doing today was pulled together to be outside at the very last minute, to be at UNH, there had been
more planning for, but the kind of work that goes on behind the scenes, that those of us who are veterans
here, know that Tammy is capable of, is what she does as a norm. And she has a terrific staff and I think
they should all stand up and take a bow too. Tammy’s integrity is unquestioned, her honesty unquestioned,
her hard work unquestioned, and there could be nobody better to manage the day to day affairs of the Senate
than Tammy Wright, so I'm proud to nominate you, Tammy, as clerk and as part of the nomination, salute just
the exceptional work you've done since 1989, which is a long time, but in particular through May and June
of last year when Senator Soucy and I and many of us were able to close the session, bring good legislation
to the floor and again for the work of organization on Organization Day. Thank you.

(The Chair recognized Senator Soucy for a second.)

SENATOR SOUCY: Thank you, Mister President. I'm honored to second the nomination of Tammy Wright as
clerk. Tammy has not only decades of service in the clerk’s office, but Tammy has done every job in the clerk’s
office. She’s assembled an extraordinary team. For those of us that have worked with her over many years,
we know of her great passion for the rules, she and I have shared many spirited discussions over the years
about Senate rules. But what you will come to realize, particularly for new members is, we are not able to do
any of our work without the extraordinary support and assistance and guidance of Tammy Wright and her
staff. They’re the ones that make all of us function and that allow us to do our jobs well. She is, as Senator
Bradley said, an extraordinary professional, person of great integrity, she’s been elected now by both parties
because we all know that we can work with Tammy, and Tammy’s here to serve each and every individual
Senator. And certainly, I have to admit, having served as Senate President, Tammy is the righthand person
for anyone leading in this body. She is exceptional and we are very, very fortunate to have her. So, I encour-
age all of you to please cast your vote for Tammy Wright as clerk. Thank you.

Hearing no further nominations, President Morse declared nominations to be closed.

Adopted. The Honorable Tammy Wright was elected Clerk of the New Hampshire Senate.

OATH OF OFFICE FOR SENATE OFFICER

PRESIDENT MORSE: Before I swear her in, I purposely left her out of the speech because I didn’t want
to sway a 24-0 vote for the Clerk. But the reality is, she has not stopped working for our benefit in the last
several weeks to make sure that this could go on and you will see where it was supposed to happen shortly.
But I contacted her this morning at 5:30 and she had been on the phone with the House Clerk until midnight.
And she made sure that this day was going off, to answer questions for Senators that were concerned about
the protocols today. They’ve thought of everything. It’s her and her staff and the staff in the Senate that have
worked together to make a great day. Thank you, Tammy.

SENATE CLERK: Thank you.
PRESIDENT MORSE: Raise your right hand, and where appropriate state your name and repeat after me.

I, state your name, do solemnly swear, that I will bear faith and true allegiance to the United States of America
and the state of New Hampshire and will support the constitution thereof. So help me God.

I, state your name, do solemnly and sincerely swear and affirm that I will faithfully and impartially discharge
and perform all the duties incumbent on me as Senate Clerk according to the best of my abilities, agreeably to
the rules and regulations of this constitution and laws of the state of New Hampshire. So help me God.

PRESIDENT MORSE: Congratulations, Tammy. Just so you know, she had breaks in the oath signing.
RESOLUTION NO. 2

OFFICIAL RETURN OF VOTES
Senator Bradley offered the following Resolution:

RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State be requested to furnish the Senate with the official return of votes
from the various Senatorial Districts. Adopted.

The Chair recognized the Sergeant-at-Arms.
The Sergeant-at-Arms announced the Honorable William M. Gardner, the Secretary of State.
(The Chair recognized the Honorable William M. Gardner, Secretary of State.)
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HONORABLE WILLIAM M. GARDNER, SECRETARY OF STATE: Thank you. On this occasion, our consti-
tution requires that the Secretary of State report to the Senate the results of the election in November. And
we have compiled from each of the 309 polling places in the state, the results for each of the Senate Districts.
And it’s been the tradition that the Secretary of State would read individually the results from each of the
districts but under the circumstances today, I'm going to just submit the results to the Senate Clerk and for
distribution to each of you because of this occasion. That’s all.

PRESIDENT MORSE: You will see the Secretary of State one more time today, so, we asked him to be a little
brief, so we didn’t freeze to death.

The Honorable William M. Gardner, Secretary of State, appeared and presented the return of votes for State
Senators from the various Senatorial Districts, as returned to the Secretary of State’s Office from the General
Election held November 3, 2020

COMMITTEE REPORT
The selected committee to whom was referred the various returns of votes for State Senators from the several
districts, having attended to their duties and having examined the returns made to the Secretary of State
and the records in the office of said Secretary, report that they filed the state of the vote returned from the
several districts as follows:

First District

Erin Hennessey, r 15,756
Susan Ford, d 11,741
Plurality for Hennessey 4,015
Second District
Bob Giuda, r 17,661
Bill Bolton, d 13,974
Plurality for Giuda 3,687
Third District
Jeb Bradley, r 22,086
Theresa Swanick, d 13,826
Plurality for Bradley 8,260
Fourth District
David H. Watters, d 19,228
Frank Bertone, r 12,107
Plurality for Watters 7,121
Fifth District
Suzanne M. Prentiss, d 20,418
Timothy O’Hearne, r 10,295
Plurality for Prentiss 10,123
Sixth District
James P. Gray, r 17,290
Christopher J. Rice, d 12,638
Plurality for Gray 4,652
Seventh District
Harold F. French, r 17,801
Philip Spagnuolo, d 12,907
Plurality for French 4,894
Eighth District
Ruth Ward, r 18,903
Jenn Alford-Teaster, d 15,114

Plurality for Ward 3,789
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Ninth District

Denise Ricciardi, r
Jeanne Dietsch, d
Plurality for Ricciardi

Tenth District
Jay Kahn, d
Daniel LeClair, r
Plurality for Kahn

Eleventh District

Gary L. Daniels, r
Shannon E. Chandley, d
Plurality for Daniels

Twelfth District

Kevin Avard, r
Melanie Levesque, d
Plurality for Avard

Thirteenth District

Cindy Rosenwald, d
Mariellen MacKay, r
Plurality for Rosenwald

Fourteenth District

Sharon M. Carson, r
Nancy Hendricks, d
Plurality for Carson

Fifteenth District

Becky Whitley, d
Linda Rae Banfill, r
Plurality for Whitley

Sixteenth District

Kevin J. Cavanaugh, d
Jason Syversen, r
Plurality for Cavanaugh

Seventeenth District

John Reagan, r
Nancy R.B. Fraher, d
Plurality for Reagan

Eighteenth District

Donna M. Soucy, d
George Lambert, r
Plurality for Soucy

Nineteenth District

Regina Birdsell, r
Joshua Bourdon, d
Plurality for Birdsell

Twentieth District

Lou D’Allesandro, d
Carla Gericke, r
Plurality for D’Allesandro

17,920
17,511
409

18,876
11,303
7,573

17,493
17,334
159

17,534
16,729
805

15,611
11,042
4,569

19,082
13,330
5,752

19,462
11,243
8,219

17,165
15,986
1,179

20,317
13,488
6,829

14,105
11,355
2,750

18,263
13,477
4,786

13,548
10,479
3,069
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Twenty-First District

Rebecca Perkins Kwoka, d 21,827

Sue Polidura, r 10,717

Plurality for Kwoka 11,110
Twenty-Second District

Chuck Morse, r 22,191

Thomas R. Haynes, d 12,073

Plurality for Morse 10,118
Twenty-Third District

Bill Gannon, r 18,627

Jon Morgan, d 16,314

Plurality for Gannon 2,313
Twenty-Fourth District

Tom Sherman, d 20,527

Lou Gargiulo, r 18,687

Plurality for Sherman 1,840

RESOLUTION NO. 3
SELECT COMMITTEE OF THREE
Senator Bradley offered the following Resolution:

RESOLVED, that the return of votes from the several Senatorial Districts be referred to a Select Committee
of three with instructions to examine and count the same and report to the Senate where any vacancies or
contest exists and if so, in what Senatorial District. Adopted.

President Morse appointed Senator Bradley, Senator Carson, and Senator Soucy to serve as the Select Com-
mittee to examine the vote totals.

Recess. Out of recess.

SELECT COMMITTEE REPORT
Senator Bradley moved to adopt the report. Adopted.

RESOLUTION NO. 4
SALARY AND MILEAGE PAYMENTS
Senator Bradley offered the following Resolution:
RESOLVED, that the biennium salary of the members of the Senate be paid in one undivided sum as early

as practical after adoption of this resolution, and be it further RESOLVED, that the mileage of members of
the Senate be paid every two weeks during the session. Adopted.

Without objection, the Clerk is instructed to enter all House Messages into the Senate Journal. Adopted.

HOUSE MESSAGE

Mister President:

The House of Representatives has organized and is ready to meet with the Senate in Joint Convention for
the purpose of electing a Secretary of State and a State Treasurer.

HOUSE MESSAGE
Mister President:

The House of Representatives has organized and elected its officers:

Speaker of the House: Richard Hinch
Clerk of the House: Paul C. Smith
Sergeant-at-Arms: J. B. Cullen
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RESOLUTION NO. 5
JOINT CONVENTION
Senator Bradley offered the following Resolution:

RESOLVED, that the Senate meet in Joint Convention with the House of Representatives for the purpose of
electing the Secretary of State and the State Treasurer. Adopted.

Recess to meet in Joint Convention.

PRESIDENT MORSE: I just have a couple of things to go through with you and one is don’t leave your seat,
Harold, we have reserved the room in the recreation center which was where we were going to meet as a Sen-
ate. And when we get in there, I think you should study the room, because you’ll be asked about that room in
the future. As we wait for the House to call us, and for the veterans, they understand the House’s business
probably takes a little bit longer, we will wait in that room where it is warm. When the joint convention that
we’re going to join after this, hopefully in a short period of time, ends, we need to walk straight back, not
through the building, to here so that we can close our session. We have to close our session in the Senate
Chamber, which is a beautiful parking lot in Durham, New Hampshire right now. The other note on here is
please bring all your belongings with you as you process from station to station. Thank you.

Out of recess.

ADJOURNMENT FROM THE EARLY SESSION

Senator Bradley moved that the Senate now adjourn from the Early Session, that the business of the Late
Session be in order at the present time; and that when we adjourn, we adjourn to Wednesday, January 6,
2021. Adopted. Adjourned from the Early Session.

LATE SESSION
Without objection, all personal privileges and unanimous consent shall be entered into the permanent Journal
of the Senate. (Rule 2-16 and Rule 2-17). Adopted.

ADJOURNMENT
Senator Bradley moved that the Senate, having organized and completed its business for the day, adjourn
to Wednesday, January 6, 2021.

Adopted. The Senate is adjourned to Wednesday, January 6, 2021.

RULES OF THE SENATE
2021-2022
12/02/2020

ParT ONE

Duries Or THE SENATE PRESIDENT
1-1 Determination of Quorum; Correction of Journal
1-2 Members, Conduct When Speaking
1-3 Members not to Speak More Than Twice
1-4 President Shall Recognize Whom
1-5 Questions of Order, Appeal
1-6 Galleries, Clearing of
1-7 President to Sign Bills, etc
1-8 President May Name Member to Chair

Part Two
THE SENATE SESSION

DEecorum
2-1 Absence of Members from Session
2-2 Decorum While Another is Speaking
2-3 Use of Electronic Devices
2-4 Recording and Broadcast Devices During Recess
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DEBATE
2-10 Motions
2-11 Limitations on Renewal of Motions
2-12 No Substitution under Color of Amendment
2-13 Reconsideration Restrictions
2-14 Reconsideration Process
2-15 Division of the Question
2-16 Personal Privilege
2-17 Other Remarks (Unanimous Consent)

VortiNGg
2-20 General Rules on Voting
2-21 Abstaining from a Vote
2-22 Voice Vote
2-23 Division Vote
2-24 Recorded Voice or Division Vote
2-25 Roll Call Vote

MISCELLANEOUS
2-30 Visitors to the Senate
2-31 Hours of Meeting
2-32 Introduction of Petitions

ParTt THREE
BiLLs AND RESOLUTIONS

DRrAFTING
3-1 Office of Legislative Services to Prepare Items
3-2 Marking and Numbering Bills and Resolutions
3-3 Confidential Filing Requests
3-4 Draft Provided to Legislative Budget Assistant
3-5 Drafting Requests After Deadline
PosT-DRAFTING PROCESS
3-10 Reading of Bills and Resolutions
3-11 Printing and Distribution.
3-12 Administrative Tasks During Adjournment

AMENDMENTS
3-15 Amendments Only on Second Reading
3-16 Review of Amendments by Office of Legislative Services
3-17 Non-Germane Amendments Prohibited

GENERAL RULES oN BiLLs
3-20 Resolutions Treated as Bills
3-21 Prohibition in Second-Year Session
3-22 Bills Amended by the House
3-23 Bills or Resolutions Laid on the Table
3-24 Reports on Budget Bills
3-25 Chapter Study Committees
3-26 Types of Resolutions Allowed

PaArT FoUur
ComvmITTEES AND THEIR DUTIES
4-1 Public Hearings
4-2 Committee Reports
4-3 Tie Vote in Committee
4-4 Amendments by Committee
4-5 Referral to Finance Committee

13
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4-6 Committee Appointments
4-7 Standing Committees
4-8 Committee Reports and Meetings

Part FIVE
CoMMITTEES OF CONFERENCE

GENERAL RULES oN COMMITTEES OF CONFERENCE
5-1 Formation of Committees of Conference
5-2 Exceptions to Number of Members
5-3 Replacement of Members
5-4 Operation of Committees of Conference
5-5 Chairperson of Committees of Conference
5-6 Bill Sponsor Granted a Hearing
ProHIBITIONS
5-10 Title Change Prohibited
5-11 Non-Germane Amendments Prohibited
5-12 Indefinitely Postponed Items Prohibited

AcTIONS
5-15 Action on Committee of Conference Reports
5-16 Committees of Conference on Budget Bills

ParT SIX
OtHER RULES

SENATE STAFF

6-1 Composition and Duties

6-2 Days of Employment

6-3 Requisition Approval Required
SENATE RULES

6-5 Amending Rules

6-6 Suspending Rules

6-7 Rescinding Rules
MESSAGES

6-10 Messages Sent to House

6-11 Messages, When Received
CONSENT CALENDAR

6-20 Consent Calendar

6-21 Conditions for Inclusion

6-22 Prohibitions

6-23 Removal
MISCELLANEOUS

6-25 Conflict of Interest

6-26 Requests to the Legislative Budget Assistant

6-27 Committee of the Whole

PART SEVEN

DEADLINES
7-1 Deadlines

ParT ONE
DUTIES OF THE SENATE PRESIDENT
1-1 Determination of Quorum; Correction of Journal - The President, having taken the chair, shall de-
termine a quorum to be present. Any erroneous entry in the daily journal shall be corrected no later than the
third succeeding legislative day, and the permanent journal corrected within one week after the permanent
journal copy is placed in the hands of the Senate or a Clerk’s note written in the daily or the permanent journal.
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1-2 Members, Conduct When Speaking - Any member, wishing to speak, shall notify the President. When
recognized to speak, the member shall rise and address the President, and when finished shall then sit down.

1-3 Members Not to Speak More Than Twice - No member shall speak more than twice on the same
question on the same day without leave of the Senate President.

1-4 President Shall Recognize Whom - When more than one member wishes to speak at the same time,
the President shall decide who shall speak first.

1-5 Questions of Order, Appeal - The President shall preserve decorum and order. If any member trans-
gresses the rules of the Senate, the President shall, or any member may, call said member to order in which
case the member so called to order shall immediately cease and desist, and the Senate, if appealed to, shall
decide the case. But if there is no appeal, the decision of the President shall be conclusive.

1-6 Galleries, Clearing of - In case of any disturbance or disorderly conduct in the gallery, the President
shall have the power to order the same to be cleared. The Chairman of the Committee of the Whole may
restrict attendance to the duly elected Senators.

1-7 President to Sign Bills, etc - All warrants, subpoenas and other processes issued by order of the Senate
shall be under the hand and seal of the President attested by the Clerk.

1-8 President May Name Member to Chair - The President when performing the duties of the Chair may,
at any time, name any member to perform the duties of the Chair.

Part Two
THE SENATE SESSION

DEcoruM

2-1 Absence of Members from Session - No member shall absent himself or herself without permission
from the Senate.

2-2 Decorum While Another is Speaking - No member shall hold conversation with another while a
member is speaking in debate.

2-3 Use of Electronic Devices - The use of electronic devices, with the exception of Senate-issued devices
and devices used by members of the media, is prohibited on the Senate floor during session, unless the Sen-
ate is in recess or unless otherwise approved by the Senate.

2-4 Recording and Broadcast Devices During Recess - All recording and broadcast devices used on the
Senate floor shall be paused or otherwise prevented from recording or broadcasting audio or video of members
or staff while the Senate is in recess.

DEBATE

2-10 Motions - Motions during debate shall be considered according to the provisions of Table I, with said
motions listed in order of decreasing precedence.

2-11 Limitations on Renewal of Motions - No motion to postpone indefinitely, to postpone to a certain
day or time, or to refer (or rerefer, if applicable), being decided, shall be in order at the same stage of the bill
or resolution, until after adjournment.

2-12 No Substitution under Color of Amendment. - No new motion shall be admitted under color of
amendment as a substitute for the motion under debate.

2-13 Reconsideration Restrictions - No vote shall be reconsidered unless the motion for reconsideration
is made by a member who voted with the prevailing side and, if the vote applied to a bill or resolution, the
bill or resolution to which the vote applied is in the possession of the Senate. Any request for reconsideration
of a bill or resolution subject to a deadline established by Senate rules not acted on by said deadline shall be
null and void.

2-14 Reconsideration Process - Reconsideration shall only be made in one of the following manners:

(a) A motion to reconsider shall be made in open session prior to adjournment from the early session on
the same day on which the vote to be reconsidered was taken, in which case, unless otherwise ordered
by the Senate, the reconsideration vote shall be taken up immediately, or
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(b) A signed notice of reconsideration, by a member who voted with the prevailing side, shall be provided
to the Clerk, on a form prescribed by the Clerk, within two business days of the taking of the vote to
be reconsidered, in which case, unless otherwise ordered by the Senate, any reconsiderations shall be
the first order of business on the next legislative day.

2-15 Division of the Question - Any member may call for the division of the question and when the sense
will admit it, as determined by the President, the question shall be divided.

Table I - Motions
Privileged Motions

Motion Debatable Amendable Notes
Adjourn No Yes Amendments limited to the time to which to adjourn.
Recess No Yes Amendments limited to length of the recess.

Incidental Motions (all become main motions if made when no question is pending or when not
related to the business at hand)

Motion Debatable Amendable Notes

Appeal Yes No Debate limited to the specific decision of presiding
officer from which appeal is made. Presiding officer
is allowed to speak. The question to be put is, “Shall
the decision of the president stand?” A tie vote also
sustains the chair’s ruling.

Point of Order No No Calls attention to a violation of rules or order. May
be raised when another member is speaking. Not
technically a motion, but the presiding officer could
submit the question to the Senate, at which point it
becomes a motion open for debate, but not amendment.

Parliamentary No No Requests information from the presiding officera about

Inquiry parliamentary procedure or Senate rules. May be raised
when another member is speaking only if it requires
immediate attention. Not technically a motion.

Object to Reading No No Reading from documents as part of a speech is generally
of Papers allowed as a courtesy, provided the papers are relevant,
short and not used as a delaying tactic. Any member
may object during the reading, however, and the body

decides whether permission to read is granted.

Suspend the Rules No No Requires a 2/3 vote. See Rule 6-6

Subsidiary Motions
Motion Debatable = Amendable Notes
Lay Upon the Table No No May be applied to a main motion with other pending

motions, in which case the main motion, along with
all pending motions, is laid on the table.

Previous Question  No No If not otherwise specified, ends debate and calls for
a vote on the immediately pending question. May be
used to end debate and call for votes on all pending

questions.
Postpone to a Yes Yes Merits of the main question must not be referred to
Certain Day or Time any more than is necessary to enable the Senate to

determine the propriety of postponement.

Refer (or Rerefer) Yes Yes Debatable only as to the propriety of a referral.
Amendments limited to the committee to which the
matter will be referred and any instructions thereto.

Amend Yes Yes
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Postpone Indefinitely Yes No Opens the main question for debate, since it involves
the final disposition of the question. No part of a bill
or resolution postponed indefinitely shall be acted on
in any way (bill, amendment, resolution, conference
report, etc.) for the rest of the biennium.

Main Motions (can only have one main motion before the Senate at a time)

Motion Debatable = Amendable Notes

Committee Reports Yes Yes See Rule 4-2

Bills Amended Yes No See Rule 3-22

by the House

Take From Table No No

Special Order No No Moves consideration of a future scheduled or currently
scheduled item to another time by a simple majority
vote.

Reconsider Yes No Debatable to the extent the question being reconsidered
is debatable. If so, it opens up the original question
for debate.

Vacate Yes No Brings an item back from committee and puts it before
the entire Senate.

2-16 Personal privilege - A Senator may, as a matter of personal privilege, defend his/her position on a bill
or resolution, his/her integrity, his/her record, or his/her conduct, against unfair or unwarranted criticism,
or may speak of an issue which relates to his/her rights, privileges or conveniences as a Senator; provided,
however, the matters raised under personal privilege shall not be subject to questioning, answer, or debate,
by another Senator. Personal Privilege remarks may be included in the Daily Journal if requested by the
Senator, and in the Permanent Journal by vote of the Senate.

2-17 Other Remarks (Unanimous Consent) - A Senator may, when granted leave by the Senate, speak on
other matters of his/her choosing and in such cases may be subject to questioning and/or answer according
to the Rules of the Senate. These remarks may be included in the Daily Journal if requested by the Senator,
and in the Permanent Journal by vote of the Senate.

VoriNGg

2-20 General Rules on Voting - All questions shall be put by the President, and no member who was absent
when the question was put shall be required to vote.

2-21 Abstaining from a Vote - No member who was present when the question was put shall abstain
from voting unless by reason of a conflict pursuant to Rule 6-25 or unless excused by the Senate for a
special reason.

2-22 Voice Vote - When the question has been put, each member present shall signify assent or dissent by
voting yea or nay.

2-23 Division Vote - If the President doubts or a division is called for, the Senate shall divide. Those in
the affirmative on the question shall first rise from their seats and stand until they be counted. They shall
then be seated and those in the negative on the question shall rise from their seats and stand until they be
counted. The President shall rise and state the decision of the Senate.

2-24 Recorded Voice or Division Vote - Any member may, following a voice or division vote, have his or
her vote recorded in the Journal by providing a signed notice of said vote to the Clerk, on a form prescribed
by the Clerk, within two business days of the taking of said vote.

2-25 Roll Call Vote - When the yeas and nays have been moved by a member and duly seconded by another
member, each member present shall declare assent or dissent to the question. The names of the persons so
making the motion and the second shall be recorded in the Journal. The President shall determine the order
of the roll call.
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MISCELLANEOUS

2-30 Visitors to the Senate - No person except members of the Senate and its officers, the Governor, Council
members, the Secretary of State, the Treasurer, the Speaker of the House of Representatives and its officers
and clerks, shall be admitted to the floor of the Senate while the Senate is in session, except by the invitation
of the President, or some member with the President’s consent.

2-31 Hours of meeting - The Senate shall adjourn to meet on the subsequent legislative day for the early
session at the time mentioned in the adjournment motion. The late session shall immediately follow the early
session unless the Senate shall otherwise order.

2-32 Introduction of Petitions - Before any petition shall be received and read, a brief statement of the
contents thereof shall be made by the member introducing the same.

ParT THREE
BiLLs AND RESOLUTIONS

DRAFTING

3-1 Office of Legislative Services to Prepare Items - All petitions, memorials and other papers addressed
to the Senate and all bills and resolutions to be introduced in the Senate except those procedural and rules
resolutions prepared by the Clerk, shall be delivered or caused to be delivered to the Office of Legislative
Services, who shall prepare the items in proper form and present them to the sponsor(s) for signature and
then to the Clerk.

3-2 Marking and Numbering Bills and Resolutions - Every bill and resolution, except those procedural
and rules resolutions prepared by the Clerk, shall be numbered serially according to the type of bill or resolu-
tion. Each bill shall be marked on the first page “Senate Bill”; each joint resolution shall be marked “Senate
Joint Resolution”; each concurrent resolution proposing a constitutional amendment shall be marked “Concur-
rent Resolution Proposing a Constitutional Amendment”; each concurrent resolution shall be marked “Senate
Concurrent Resolution”;, and each senate resolution shall be marked “Senate Resolution”.

3-3 Confidential Filing Requests - If requested by the sponsor, a proposed bill, resolution or petition shall
not be made public, except by the sponsor, until introduced into the Senate.

3-4 Draft Provided to Legislative Budget Assistant - If a drafting request for a bill or resolution has
been filed with the Office of Legislative Services requiring a fiscal note as provided in RSA 14:44-47, the
substance or a draft of the proposal may be provided to the Legislative Budget Assistant for preparation of
the required fiscal note without the specific consent of the sponsor of the proposal, provided that the identity
of the sponsor shall not be disclosed.

3-5 Drafting Requests After Deadline - Notwithstanding the drafting deadline established in Rule 7-1, a
Senate bill, Senate joint resolution, or Senate concurrent resolution may be accepted by the Office of Legislative
Services for drafting and introduced into the Senate at any time prior to the crossover deadline established
by Senate rules if the drafting request is approved by a majority of the Rules and Enrolled Bills Committee.

PosT-DRAFTING PROCESS

3-10 Reading of Bills and Resolutions - Every bill or resolution, except senate resolutions and those pro-
cedural and rules resolutions prepared by the Clerk, shall have three readings in the Senate previous to its
passage. The first and second readings shall be by title only which may be accomplished by a conglomerate
resolution, after which the bill or resolution shall be referred by the President to the appropriate committee
and shall be printed as provided in Rule 3-11, unless otherwise ordered by the Senate. No bill or resolution
after it has been read a second time shall have a third reading until after adjournment from the early session.
The time assigned for the third reading of bills and resolutions shall be in the late session unless otherwise
ordered by the Senate. The orders of the day for the reading of bills or resolutions shall hold for every suc-
ceeding day until disposed of.

3-11 Printing and Distribution - After every bill or resolution shall have been read a second time, and
referred by the President to the appropriate committee, the Clerk shall procure a sufficient number of copies,
printed on paper of uniform size, for the use of the legislature, and cause the same to be distributed to the
members, and when printed the bill or resolution shall be immediately delivered to the committee to which
it shall have been referred. Bills and resolutions received from the House shall be printed at the same stage
of their procedure unless they have been printed in the House and copies distributed in the Senate, in which
case any amendment made by the House shall be duplicated and distributed in the Senate.
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3-12 Administrative Tasks During Adjournment - During any recess or adjournment the President may
receive bills and resolutions for printing and for reference to committee, provided that no bill or resolution shall
have a public hearing until it is formally introduced into the Senate, printed and available for distribution.

AMENDMENTS

3-15 Amendments Only on Second Reading - No amendment shall be made but upon the second read-
ing of a bill or resolution; and all such amendments shall be in writing, with the name of the Senator and
the district he or she represents, or in the case of a committee amendment the name of the committee that
recommended it, thereon.

3-16 Review of Amendments by Office of Legislative Services - Amendments shall have been reviewed
by the Office of Legislative Services for form, construction, statutory and chapter reference.

3-17 Non-Germane Amendments Prohibited - No amendment to any bill or resolution shall be allowed
except it be germane. For the purposes of this rule, an amendment to a bill or resolution is germane if the
subject matter of the amendment is the same as that of some portion of the bill or resolution. The prohibition
on non-germane amendments shall not apply in the case of a bill or resolution previously found ought-to-
pass by the Senate being added to a subsequent bill or resolution or if the House does not pass a budget, an
amendment to a house bill, proposed by the Committee on Finance, establishing a general appropriations
(budget) bill or trailer bill.

GENERAL RULES oN BILLS

3-20 Resolutions Treated as Bills - All resolutions which may require the signature of the Governor shall
be treated in the same manner as bills.

3-21 Prohibition in Second-Year Session - No bill or resolution the subject matter of which has been indefi-
nitely postponed or made inexpedient to legislate in the Senate in the first-year session shall be admitted into the
second-year session whether as a bill, an amendment, a committee of conference report or in any other manner.

3-22 Bills Amended by the House - Any bill or resolution returned from the House with an amendment
shall not be referred to committee but shall have one of the following recommendations considered by the
full Senate: Concur, Nonconcur, Nonconcur and Request a Committee of Conference. Adoption of a motion to
Nonconcur Kkills the bill or resolution.

3-23 Bills or Resolutions Laid on the Table - All bills or resolutions remaining on the table upon adjourn-
ment of the first-year and at the end of session shall be made Inexpedient to Legislate at that time.

3-24 Reports on Budget Bills - Senate action on a report of the Committee on Finance on either the general
appropriations (budget) bill or the capital budget bill shall not be taken by the Senate until said report has
been available from the Senate Clerk twenty-four hours in advance, in written form. Footnotes to such bills
(except footnotes in explanation of the principal text of such bills or designating the use or restriction of any
funds or portions thereof) shall not be allowed.

3-25 Chapter Study Committees - Any bill or resolution creating a chapter study committee shall have
membership limited to members of the General Court.

3-26 Types of Resolutions Allowed - The only resolutions that may be introduced into the Senate are:
resolutions seeking an advisory opinion of the supreme court under the New Hampshire Constitution; joint
resolutions sponsored by the Joint Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules; resolutions ratifying
amendments to the U.S. Constitution; resolutions proposing amendment of the New Hampshire Constitution;
procedural and rules resolutions prepared by the Clerk; concurrent resolutions for the purpose of joint rules;
joint resolutions for the purpose of continuing resolutions; and concurrent resolutions to declare the office of
Governor vacant by Pt. II, Art. 49-a. All other resolutions shall require a vote of two-thirds of members pres-
ent and voting to be introduced for consideration by the body pursuant to Senate Rule 6-6. The vote on the
question of whether to introduce the resolution for consideration by the body is non-debatable.

Part Four
CoMMITTEES AND THEIR DUTIES

4-1 Public Hearings - A hearing shall be held upon each bill or resolution referred to a committee, and
notice of such hearing shall be advertised at least 4 days before such hearing in the Senate Calendar. The
Senate Calendar shall be available on the Internet for viewing as soon as it has been released for printing.
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4-2 Committee Reports - All bills and resolutions in the possession of committees shall be reported out with
one of the following recommendations: ought to pass, ought to pass with amendment, rerefer to committee,
inexpedient to legislate, or refer for interim study. Rerefer to committee shall be a committee report only in
the first year session and all such rereferred bills or resolutions shall be acted on by the fourth legislative day
of the second year session. Refer for interim study shall be a committee report only in the second year session.

4-3 Tie Vote in Committee - In the event a committee is unable to reach a majority vote in favor of any
recommendation, the bill or resolution shall be reported out of committee with no recommendation.

4-4 Amendments by Committee - When a bill or resolution is reported favorably with an amendment, the
report of the committee shall state the amendment, and then recite the section of the bill or resolution in full
as amended. The amendment shall be printed in the senate calendar on the date that the report is listed for
action. If no action is taken on that day, then the amendment shall be printed on the day to which the bill or
resolution has been referred. All bills and resolutions reported shall be retained by the Clerk and shall not be
finally acted upon until the following legislative day, and a list of such bills and resolutions with the report of
the committee thereon shall be published in the senate calendar for the day on which action shall be taken.

4-5 Referral to Finance Committee - Every bill and joint resolution appropriating money, and every other
bill which is accompanied by a fiscal note pursuant to RSA 14:44, which has been referred to another com-
mittee and found ought-to-pass by the Senate, shall be referred to the Finance Committee for review, unless
otherwise ordered by the Senate upon recommendation of the chair of the Finance Committee. Notwithstand-
ing Senate Rule 4-1, a public hearing for any such bill or resolution shall not be required if a public hearing
for the bill or resolution was previously held by another committee.

4-6 Committee Appointments - On all committees of the Senate, including Senate conference committees,
both parties shall be represented. The President shall appoint the members of all committees after consulta-
tion with the minority leader.

4-7 Standing Committees - The standing committees of the Senate shall be as follows: the Committee on
Capital Budget, the Committee on Commerce, the Committee on Education, the Committee on Election Law
and Municipal Affairs, the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, the Committee on Executive De-
partments and Administration, the Committee on Finance, the Committee on Health and Human Services,
the Committee on Judiciary, the Committee on Rules and Enrolled Bills, the Committee on Transportation,
and the Committee on Ways and Means.

4-8 Committee Reports and Meetings - The committees shall promptly consider and report on all mat-
ters referred to them. The President may authorize such committees having a heavy load of investigation,
re-drafting, research or amendments to meet as needed on non legislative days during the legislative
session.

Part FIVE
CoOMMITTEES OF CONFERENCE

GENERAL RULES oN COMMITTEES OF CONFERENCE

5-1 Formation of Committees of Conference - Whenever there is any disagreement between the Senate
and the House on the content of any bill or resolution, and whenever both bodies, voting separately, have
agreed to establish a committee of conference, the President of the Senate shall appoint three members to
the Senate committee of conference on the bill or resolution and the Speaker of the House shall appoint four
members to the House committee of conference.

5-2 Exceptions to Number of Members - Notwithstanding Rule 5-1, the House committee of conference on
the operating budget shall consist of five members and the number of members of any committee of confer-
ence may increase or decrease if the President and the Speaker both agree.

5-3 Replacement of Members - Notwithstanding Rule 4-6, the President may replace any member of a
Senate committee of conference who asks to be replaced or who is unwilling or unable to support a proposed
conference committee report.

5-4 Operation of Committees of Conference - The two committees of conference on a bill or resolu-
tion shall meet jointly but vote separately while in conference. A unanimous vote by both committees
of conference shall be necessary for an agreed report to the Senate and the House by the committees of
conference.
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5-5 Chairperson of Committees of Conference - The first-named person on a Senate committee of confer-
ence shall chair the committee. The chair of the committee of conference of the body where the bill or resolu-
tion originated shall chair the joint meeting of the committees of conference and shall have the authority to
call the time and place for their first meeting.

5-6 Bill Sponsor Granted a Hearing - The prime sponsor of any bill or resolution referred to committees of
conference shall, upon his or her request, be granted a hearing before said committees prior to action thereon.

ProHiIBITIONS

5-10 Title Change Prohibited - A committee of conference shall not change the title of the bill or resolu-
tion submitted to it.

5-11 Non-Germane Amendments Prohibited - A committee of conference shall not add to the bill or reso-
lution submitted to it any amendment that is non-germane to either the House- or Senate-passed version of
the bill or resolution. For the purposes of this rule, the criteria for determining germaneness, as described
in Rule 3-17 shall apply.

5-12 Indefinitely Postponed Items Prohibited - A committee of conference shall not add to the bill or
resolution submitted to it any measure that was indefinitely postponed in either body.

AcCTIONS

5-15 Action on Committee of Conference Reports - No action shall be taken by the Senate on any com-
mittee of conference report earlier than some subsequent day to the filing of the report, and after the report
has been placed on a member’s desk.

5-16 Committees of Conference on Budget Bills - The report of the committee of conference on either the
general appropriation bill or the capital improvements bill shall be printed in the journal or a supplement
thereto, and shall be available for at least 24 hours in written form, before action on said report is taken on
the floor. Footnotes to such bills (except footnotes in explanation of the principal text of such bills or designat-
ing the use or restriction of any funds or portions thereof) shall not be allowed.

PART SIx
OtHER RULES

SENATE STAFF
6-1 Composition and Duties - The staff of the Senate shall be comprised of:

(1) A Clerk, who shall be elected by the Senate;
(2) Clerk’s office staff, who shall be nominated by the Clerk and appointed by the President; and
(3) Such other personnel as the President shall appoint.

The President shall define the duties of all members of the Senate staff which are not fixed by statute or
otherwise ordered by the Senate.

6-2 Days of Employment - Each member of the staff of the Senate shall be available on call to carry out
the work of the Senate.

6-3 Requisition Approval Required - No officer or employee of the Senate during the session or any ad-
journment thereof shall purchase or contract for the purchase, pay, or promise to pay any sum of money on
behalf of the Senate or issue any requisition or manifest without the approval of the Senate President.

SENATE RULES
6-5 Amending Rules - Any rule of the Senate may be amended by majority vote during the first five legisla-
tive days of the first-year session, after which a two-thirds majority shall be required.

6-6 Suspending Rules - No standing rule of the Senate shall be suspended unless two-thirds of the members
present and voting vote in favor thereof.

6-7 Rescinding Rules - No rule shall be rescinded unless two days notice of the motion has been given and
two-thirds of those present and voting vote therefore.
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MESSAGES

6-10 Messages Sent to House - Messages shall be sent to the House of Representatives by the Clerk of
the Senate.

6-11 Messages, When Received - Messages from the Governor or House of Representatives may be
received at all times, except when the Senate is engaged in putting the question, in calling the yeas and
nays, or in counting the ballots.

CONSENT CALENDAR

6-20 Consent Calendar - The Senate Calendar may have a Consent Calendar section containing reports on
bills and resolutions believed to be non-controversial.

6-21 Conditions for Inclusion - No bill or resolution shall appear on the Consent Calendar unless all of
the following conditions are met:

(a) All members of the committee to which the bill or resolution was referred vote in favor of the final
committee recommendation in executive session.

(b) All members of the committee to which the bill or resolution was referred vote in favor of placing it on
the Consent Calendar.

(c) A short explanation of the committee’s recommendation, approved by the member of the committee
who is reporting the bill, appears with the bill or resolution in the Consent Calendar.

6-22 Prohibitions - The following items shall not appear on the Consent Calendar:
(a) Bills or resolutions recommended for passage by the Committee on Finance
(b) Constitutional amendment concurrent resolutions
(¢) Committee of conference reports

6-23 Removal - Any member may request removal of any bill or resolution listed on the Consent Calendar.
Any item removed from the Consent Calendar shall be taken up at the conclusion of the Regular Calendar.
All items remaining on the Consent Calendar shall be acted upon without debate.

MISCELLANEOUS

6-25 Conflict of Interest - In all instances every member shall act in conformance with the duly adopted
Ethical Guidelines and Opinions of the New Hampshire General Court.

6-26 Requests to the Legislative Budget Assistant - Any Senate member may make a request of the
Office of the Legislative Budget Assistant Budget Division, for technical staff assistance in the areas of fi-
nance, accounting and budgeting. The Budget Division may respond to that request when doing so will not
interfere with the Budget Division’s principal responsibilities as outlined in RSA 14:31-b, as determined by
the Legislative Budget Assistant.

6-27 Committee of the Whole - The Senate may resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole at any time
on motion made for that purpose; and in forming a Committee of the Whole; the President shall leave the
chair, and appoint a chairperson to preside in committee.

PART SEVEN
DEADLINES

7-1 Deadlines. In an effort to thwart the spread of Covid-19, after conferring with the Minority
Leader, and public health officials about best practices concerning the safety of Senators, staff,
and the public, the deadlines may be reasonably amended at the discretion of the Senate President,
to be timely noticed on the General Court website.

(a) Tuesday, December 15, 2020 — Deadline for the Office of Legislative Services to accept drafting of a
Senate Bill, Senate Concurrent Resolution, or Senate Joint Resolution with complete information for the 2021
Session.

(b) Tuesday, January 12, 2021 — Deadline for sponsors to sign off on legislation.
(c) Monday, February 22, 2021 — Friday, February 26, 2021: SENATE BREAK.
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(d) Thursday, March 11, 2021 — Deadline for Policy Committees to ACT on all Senate bills with a fiscal
impact, except bills exempted pursuant to Senate Rule 4-5.

(e) Thursday, April 01, 2021 — CROSSOVER - Deadline to ACT on all Senate bills.

(f) Thursday, May 13, 2021 — Deadline for Policy Committees to ACT on all House bills with a fiscal im-
pact, except bills exempted pursuant to Senate Rule 4-5.

(g) Thursday, June 03, 2021 — Deadline to ACT on all House bills.

(h) Thursday, June 10, 2021 — Deadline to FORM Committees of Conference.

(i) Thursday, June 17, 2021 — Deadline to SIGN Committee of Conference Reports.
(G) Thursday, June 24, 2021 — Deadline to ACT on Committee of Conference Reports.



