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April 13, 2026

The Honorable Kenneth Weyler, Chair
House Finance Committee
Granite Place, Room 230
Concord, NH 03301

[bookmark: bkTitleDraft0]Re: New Futures’ testimony in support of Senate Bill 603, relative to the funding of the SNAP program by the department of health and human services
Dear Representative Weyler and Honorable Members of the Committee:
New Futures appreciates the opportunity to submit testimony in support of SB 603 (relative to the funding of the SNAP program by the department of health and human services).  New Futures is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that works to solve New Hampshire’s problems through policy change.  We lead the policy work for the New Hampshire Alliance for Healthy Aging (NHAHA); a statewide coalition of more than five hundred individual and organizational stakeholders focused on the health and well-being of older adults in New Hampshire.  
Support for SB 603 
New Futures and NHAHA support SB 603, which would provide funds for New Hampshire’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.  SNAP is an important benefit relied upon by older adults on fixed incomes. SB 603 maintains this essential safety net by providing state funding to replace federal funds that are suspended beginning in October 2026.  The funding authorized under SB 603 is essential for the department to maintain the staff and systems needed to implement SNAP.  SB 603 prevents the need for a supplemental emergency budget late in 2026 and provides the department with funds before the program is in crisis. 
[bookmark: _Hlk218419687][bookmark: _Hlk218419670]SNAP benefits are critical to New Hampshire’s older adults who are experiencing significant financial hardship.  The financial stress faced by older adults in New Hampshire is evident from the increase in the number of older adults living in poverty and compounded by the limited ability to afford basic needs on a fixed income.    Poverty among individuals 65 and older is increasing in New Hampshire.  The most recent analysis from the NH Fiscal Policy Institute shows that the poverty rate for older adults, unlike the general population, has increased relative to pre-COVID-19 levels.[footnoteRef:1] The cost of living in New Hampshire is higher than the average Social Security Retirement payment.  In 2025, the average Social Security payment was $1,976[footnoteRef:2] while the cost of meeting basic needs for a single individual who is renting and in poor health is $2,840 in Cheshire County, $3,215 in Rockingham County, and $3,140 in Hillsborough County.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  NH Fiscal Policy Institute, The NH Economy Older Adults and Recent Policy Changes, September 2025. 
https://nhfpi.org/resource/the-new-hampshire-economy-older-adults-and-recent-policy-changes/#:~:text=The%20New%20Hampshire%20Fiscal%20Policy,to%20the%20State%20budget%2C%20the ]  [2:  U.S. Social Security Administration, Average Monthly Payment for Retired Workers, January 2025.
https://www.ssa.gov/faqs/en/questions/KA-01903.html#:~:text=The%20estimated%20average%20amount%20changes,most%20convenient%20way%20to%20apply. ]  [3:  Gerontology Institute at the University of Massachusetts Boston, Elder Economic Security Standard Index. https://elderindex.org/ ] 

SNAP benefits are critical to older adults.   National statistics about food insecurity tell us that many older adults don’t have enough food to eat. Roughly 7 million older Americans (or 1 in 11 of those age 60+) faced food insecurity in 2022.[footnoteRef:4]   In local listening sessions, conducted by New Futures in November 2025, older adults told us about the importance of having SNAP benefits.  Many discussed the need for nutritious foods to promote health because they were dealing with conditions such as cancer, celiac disease and diabetes.   [4:  National Council on Aging, Get the Facts on Food Insecurity and Older Adults, June 2025, https://www.ncoa.org/article/what-is-food-insecurity-get-the-facts/ ] 


For these reasons, we strongly urge you to support SB 603      

Respectfully submitted, 
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Judith K. Jones, Esquire
Director Healthy Aging Policy 
New Futures and New Hampshire Alliance for Healthy Aging Advocacy work together to advance healthy aging policy in New Hampshire. Learn more at new-futures.org.
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