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April 8, 2026

The Honorable Wayne MacDonald, Chair
House Health and Human Services Committee
Granite Place, Room 
Concord, NH 03301

Re: New Futures’ testimony in support of Senate Bill 615 as Amended, relative to EBT and SNAP 
Dear Representative MacDonald and Honorable Members of the Committee:
New Futures appreciates the opportunity to submit testimony in support of SB 615 as Amended (relative to EBT and SNAP eligibility).  New Futures is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that works to solve New Hampshire’s problems through policy change.  We lead the policy work for the New Hampshire Alliance for Healthy Aging (NHAHA), which is a statewide coalition of more than five hundred individual and organizational stakeholders focused on the health and well-being of older adults in New Hampshire.  
Support for SB 615 as Amended  
New Futures and NHAHA supports SB 615 as Amended because it establishes a study commission to carefully examine any changes to SNAP in New Hampshire.  The study commission will be best suited to evaluate the risks and cost associated with the proposals in the original bill.  This is important because the original bill included significant costs, including 1.4 million dollars associated with changes to administrative and IT systems.  Given the high cost of the original bill, it is critical that informed decisions are made to evaluate the impact of changes to SNAP.  Moreover, changes to SNAP will have an impact not only on SNAP recipients, but also on DHHS administrators, grocers, food pantries, and medical professionals.  
SNAP benefits are critical to older adults.   National statistics about food insecurity tell us that many older adults don’t have enough food to eat. Roughly 7 million older Americans (or 1 in 11 of those age 60+) faced food insecurity in 2022.[footnoteRef:1]   In local listening sessions, conducted by New Futures in November 2025, older adults told us about the importance of having SNAP benefits.  Many discussed the need for nutritious foods to promote health because they were dealing with conditions such as cancer, celiac disease and diabetes.  A study commission is important to provide a forum that allows for exploration, discussion and collaboration that will lead to effective solutions.  [1:  National Council on Aging, Get the Facts on Food Insecurity and Older Adults, June 2025, https://www.ncoa.org/article/what-is-food-insecurity-get-the-facts/ ] 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Judith K. Jones, Esquire
Director Healthy Aging Policy 
New Futures and New Hampshire Alliance for Healthy Aging Advocacy work together to advance healthy aging policy in New Hampshire. Learn more at new-futures.org.
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