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March 25, 2025

The Honorable Wayne MacDonald, Chair
House Health and Human Services & Elderly Affairs
1 Granite Place, Room 158
Concord, NH 03301

Re: New Futures’ testimony in support of SB 454, relative to public health outreach by the department of health and huma services regarding awareness of Alzheimer's disease and other dementias.
Dear Representative MacDonald and Honorable Members of the Committee:
New Futures appreciates the opportunity to submit testimony in support of SB 454 (relative to public health outreach by the department of health and huma services regarding awareness of Alzheimer's disease and other dementias). New Futures is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that works to solve New Hampshire’s problems through policy change.  We lead the policy work for the New Hampshire Alliance for Healthy Aging, a statewide coalition of more than five hundred individual and organizational stakeholders focused on the health and well-being of older adults in New Hampshire.  
Support for SB 454
New Futures stands in strong support of SB 454 which directs the Department of Health and Human Services to collaborate with the Division of Public Health to incorporate key information about Alzheimer’s disease into outreach programs.  This bill is essential because New Hampshire has a population that is the second oldest in the nation and the percentage of the population over the age of 65 is expected to continue to increase until 2050.[footnoteRef:1]  Moreover, public health awareness makes economic sense.  Education promotes early diagnosis and treatment of Alzheimer’s disease, which in turn has economic benefits for both state and federal governments.[footnoteRef:2]   [1:  NH Policy Points 2025: Population and Demographics, New Hampshire Fiscal Policy Institute, February 3, 2025, https://nhfpi.org/blog/new-hampshire-policy-points-2025-population-and-demographics/ ]  [2:  Early identification and treatment of Alzheimer's disease: social and fiscal outcomes, 2009 May;5(3):215-26.
 doi: 10.1016/j.jalz.2009.01.028. Epub 2009 Apr 11., https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19362885/#:~:text=According%20to%20a%202009%20study%2C%20early%20identification,patients%20eventually%20require%20formal%20long%2Dterm%20care%20services ] 


Conclusion
SB 454 provides an effective mechanism to provide meaningful information Granite Staters about Alzheimer’s Disease.  This education empowers individuals to better understand Alzheimer’s disease including available support and treatment options.  We ask that you support SB 454 and vote that it ought to pass.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Respectfully submitted, 
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Judith K. Jones, Esquire
Healthy Aging Policy Coordinator
New Futures and New Hampshire Alliance for Healthy Aging Advocacy work together to advance healthy aging policy in New Hampshire. Learn more at new-futures.org.
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