March 24, 2026

Re: Senate Bill 632 —Testimony in Support

Chairman Milz and Members of the Committee:

I regret that previously planned overseas travel prevents me from appearing in person today. I submit this written testimony in lieu of my personal appearance.

I am the individual who requested the sponsors to introduce this bill, and I urge this committee to concur with the Senate and pass it.

Background:

This bill concerns the billboard at Exit 12 off I-93 — a route many of you travel northbound on your way to Concord. Prior to the construction of I-93 in 1956–57, Fred Wilk, owner of the Brick Tower Motor Inn, erected the hotel’s sign. At that time, no highway sign restrictions existed, and the Highway Beautification Act had not yet been enacted. Because the sign predates the interstate and all state highway laws and the local sign ordinance, it has always been legally grandfathered — even though current state law prohibits off-premises highway signs within 500 feet of an exit ramp’s start, and this sign sits approximately 300 feet from the Exit 12 southbound ramp.

When I purchased the Brick Tower Motel, I retained the sign. After subsequently developing the Courtyard by Marriott at Exit 15 and the Grappone Conference Center — which housed the Greater Concord Chamber of Commerce Area Visitor Center — we updated the sign to help visitors locate both the hotel and the visitor center, which were obscured from I-93 by the Route I- 393 barrier. In 2003 or 2004, this Legislature passed a law reaffirming the sign’s right to remain in place, subject only to local sign regulations, and specifying its exact location — the same location as the original 1956 sign.

Since the Chamber of Commerce relocated from the Grappone Conference Center, we have de-energized the sign to avoid confusing visitors. It currently displays nothing.

Purpose of the Bill:

Downtown Concord has been thoughtfully revitalized, but like most historic cities built in the early 1800s, it depends on a steady influx of visitors to remain economically vibrant. Because Concord historically turned its back to the Merrimack River — which served as its commercial artery — travelers on I-93 see only the rear faces of downtown buildings. 
Better wayfinding matters.

This legislation establishes a mechanism for me to transfer the sign to the Chamber of Commerce or a like successor organization, to be used exclusively for advertising events sponsored by nonprofit organizations serving the downtown area. The Saturday farmers market is one example: a prominent billboard would help our local agricultural community and draw more visitors downtown.

The bill includes meaningful restrictions — limiting sign size to no greater than that permitted under Concord’s ordinance, capping the frequency of message changes to prevent driver distraction, and restricting commercial advertising to only that necessary to support sign operations.

The City of Concord has declined jurisdiction over the sign, as the city regularly defends its own sign ordinance in court; this structure avoids placing that burden on the city.

While existing statute already protects the sign’s right to exist, this bill serves a distinct purpose: it creates the legal framework to transfer the sign to a nonprofit and governs how that nonprofit may use it going forward.

Support:

The Chamber of Commerce and Intown Concord both endorsed this legislation. I can attest that every merchant on Main Street — from the West Street intersection on the south to Center Street/Loudon Road on the north — supports this effort unanimously.

I respectfully urge this committee to concur in the Senate’s judgment and report this bill Ought to Pass with Amendment.

Should you have questions following the hearing, I am available at any time at 603-491-6080 or by email at the address below.

Having served in this body 54 years ago, I know firsthand the dedication this work requires. Thank you for your service.

Respectfully submitted,



Steve Duprey
Principal, Duprey Hospitality
Sduprey@foxfirenh.com

