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February 25, 2026

The Honorable Wayne McDonald, Chair
House Health and Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee
Granite Place, Room 158	
Concord, NH 03301

Re: New Futures’ testimony in opposition of House Bill 1797, relative to EBT and SNAP Eligibility
Dear Representative MacDonald and Honorable Members of the Committee:
New Futures appreciates the opportunity to submit testimony in opposition of HB 1797 (relative to EBT and SNAP eligibility).  New Futures is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that works to solve New Hampshire’s problems through policy change.  We lead the policy work for the New Hampshire Alliance for Healthy Aging (NHAHA); a statewide coalition of more than five hundred individual and organizational stakeholders focused on the health and well-being of older adults in New Hampshire.  
Opposition to HB 1797 
New Futures and NHAHA stand in strong opposition to HB 1797, which would drive up administrative costs by increasing senseless bureaucratic red tape and create barriers for individuals who truly require assistance.  As a result of this bill SNAP will be more expensive and our already fragile food safety net will be weakened.     
· Punitive Implementation of the Work Requirement - The new federal work requirement that increases the age of those required to work age from 54 to age 64 will be fully in place in March 2026.    Removing DHHS discretion to waive work rules for any reason is senseless and will negatively impact older adults.  

· Burdens the Department of Health and Human Services – The proposed administrative changes, eliminating the use of categorical eligibility and mandating data-matching verifications are unnecessary and only serve to divert limited resources away from important administrative functions.  

· Creates Massive Workload and Criminalizes Normal Behavior – The bill mandates monthly investigation of households making “exclusively out-of-state” EBT purchases for sixty days.  This provision unfairly punishes individuals living near boarding states who may be traveling to a neighboring state simply because that is where food prices are lower or because transportation is limited.  
· Hurts Retailers – The bill prohibits candy and soft drink purchases.  The provision has an administrative cost that will cause retailers to drop out of the program.  This is a high price to pay when studies show that limiting food choices does not change health outcomes.[footnoteRef:1]     [1:  University of Michigan School of Public Health, April 2025, https://sph.umich.edu/news/2025posts/restrictions-incentives-snap-food-policies.html#:~:text=Restricting%20the%20types%20of%20foods,on%20individuals'%20overall%20dietary%20intake. ] 

National statistics about food insecurity tell us that many older adults don’t have enough food to eat. Roughly 7 million older Americans (or 1 in 11 of those age 60+) faced food insecurity in 2022.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  National Council on Aging, Get the Facts on Food Insecurity and Older Adults, June 2025, https://www.ncoa.org/article/what-is-food-insecurity-get-the-facts/ ] 

In local listening sessions, conducted by New Futures in November 2025, older adults told us how they had to prioritize expenses, sometimes food came after car repairs and medication.   Most adults discussed the importance of having SNAP benefits.  Many discussed the need for nutritious foods to promote health because they were dealing with conditions such as cancer, celiac disease and diabetes.  In short Granite Staters explained why SNAP was an important part of keeping they well-nourished and healthy.  

SNAP is essential to older adults on limited budgets.  For the reasons cited above, this bill threatens an important safety net that helps older adults combat food insecurity.  We strongly urge you to oppose HB 1797.     

Respectfully submitted, 
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Judith K. Jones, Esquire
Director Healthy Aging Policy 
New Futures and New Hampshire Alliance for Healthy Aging Advocacy work together to advance healthy aging policy in New Hampshire. Learn more at new-futures.org.
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