Testimony HB 1268 as amended 2/20/2026

I am an Un-Funded Homeschooling parent of two bright children that would not respond well in the current education system.  I am a Home Education Advocate with-in my own community between the participation agency and the local home educators. I also hold sessions of Q n As for those looking to homeschool in the 193-A pathway and mentor those that wish to follow this pathway as it is a scary thing to do for most. 

My name is Abigail Smith-Bellemore from Chester NH and I am Neutral on HB 1268 as it is amended on 2/18/2026.  I would support the legislation with more clarifying of the wordage.  I hope that the legislation listens to the home education community that can help with this.  

IN 193-A:1 III “ the word of attendance is wrong verbiage” this disagrees with 193-A:2 III, home educators do not need to follow 180 days of public system. 

IN 193-A:4 I  “Does the is really matter is the child has disabilities and developmentally disabled?” Home Education is a freedom that we as parents can give our children. 

IN 193-A:4 II The Red marked amendment “This redundant there is duel enrollment for those who chose it.” 

IN 193-A:6-9  Where I agree that safe guards against DCYF are great in thought but this whole section needs more thought and I hope that the legislation will listen to the other members of the home education community to word this in the best way. 
IN 193-A:5  The certificate of completion as a whole is a bit confusing for new parents there is so much wordage here that parents feel that they have to certificate AND have the dept. of education/commissioner of the state.
In regards to HB 1268 please listen to those that have testified or sent in their options of this bill and all the wordage that needs fixed or re-worked. As of now I am neutral on this bill in its current state. 
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