A Statement in Opposition to HB1564
By The Ven. Geoffrey Smith, Archdeacon of The Episcopal Church in New Hampshire

	The Episcopal Church in New Hampshire’s opposition to HB1564 is fully supported by The Episcopal Church worldwide. Our faith commands us to love our neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 22:39), and our Baptismal Covenant calls on every Episcopalian to respect the dignity of every human being: we take these seriously.
	The intent of HB1564 is clearly to permit – and thereby create opportunities to encourage - discrimination of a vulnerable class of people who make up less than 2% of our population.  This proposal is driven by an unfounded fear: a fear that non-binary persons pose a threat of assault to others, when there is no empirical evidence that such a threat exists, and indeed there is ample evidence the real risk is to non-binary individuals.  
		HB1564 is a “me too” attempt to allow in our state the same kind of discrimination found in a January 20, 2025 Executive Order that has already led the Veteran’s Administration to phase out providing gender affirming care to Veterans already receiving hormone therapy from the VA or Veterans “receiving such care from the military as part of and upon their separation from military service” who are eligible for VA health care.  As such, this bill will have a profound impact on the mental and physical well-being of those who, with the concurrence of their medical team of doctors and psychologists, are deserving of such care.
	Finally, HB1564 will also negatively impact intersex people, those born with natural variations in sex characteristics—such as chromosomes, hormones, genitalia, or reproductive organs—that do not fit typical definitions of male or female bodies. This is a common, natural human variation, not a medical problem, affecting approximately another 1-2% of people.
We oppose HB 1564 as we believe the power of government should be used to protect citizens from discrimination and bullying, not condone it.  
We strongly urge this committee to reject this bill.
Thank you.

