Dear House Children and Family Law Committee:

I am writing to express my strong support for the pending bill that affirms the right of individuals with developmental disabilities to communicate using Augmentative and Alternative Communication methods, including letterboards, typing-based communication, sign language, speech-generating devices, and nonverbal gestures. I respectfully urge you to vote in favor of this measure.

This issue is deeply personal to my family. My daughter is a non-speaking individual with a developmental disability who communicates using the Spell2Communicate method. Through this approach, she has gained meaningful access to communication with our family, her peers, and her community. What was once locked inside is now shared — her thoughts, her personality, her intelligence, and her relationships. Communication has changed her quality of life in profound ways.

Recognition and support of multiple communication methods within schools, group homes, and public institutions is essential. Individuals with developmental disabilities are not all the same, and neither are their communication needs. Ensuring that a range of communication approaches is respected and permitted protects both dignity and access. Denying or restricting a person’s communication method can effectively silence them.

This bill supports inclusion, autonomy, and basic human rights. It helps ensure that people are not limited by narrow definitions of communication but instead are supported in the methods that work for them as individuals.

Thank you for your time, your service, and your consideration of this important legislation. I would welcome any opportunity to share more about my daughter’s experience and why this protection matters so much.

Sincerely,

Beth E. DiPasquale
Wilton, NH
belove4every1@gmail.com
603-801-1395
