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Written Testimony of the Maine Water Environment Association
In Caution Regarding NH HB 1275
The Maine Water Environment Association (MeWEA) appreciates the opportunity to provide testimony on New Hampshire House Bill 1275. We offer these comments not to advocate for or against a particular policy outcome, but to share Maine’s recent experience as a cautionary tale about the unintended consequences of hastily enacted biosolids legislation.
In 2022, the Maine Legislature quickly enacted LD 1911, which prohibits on land application of municipal biosolids. At the time of passage, several critical questions were not fully examined, including:
· How were biosolids currently being managed across the state?
· What alternative management options would be available once land application was restricted?
· Was there sufficient capacity - regionally or nationally – to absorb diverted material?
As a result, the passage of LD 1911 created immediate and significant challenges for wastewater treatment facilities. With land application curtailed, utilities were forced to divert biosolids to a limited number of remaining outlets, primarily landfills and out-of-state facilities. In some cases, the nearest available capacity was as far away as New Jersey or New Brunswick, Canada. This resulted in dramatically increased transportation distances, higher greenhouse gas emissions, operational uncertainty, and substantial cost increases for municipalities and ratepayers.
Since passage of the LD 1911, Maine has recognized the need for more deliberate, data-driven decision-making. The state has since completed a comprehensive sludge management study to better understand existing practices, capacity constraints, and long-term management needs. Massachusetts is currently undertaking a similar study. These efforts underscore an important lesson: understanding how biosolids are managed today, and how they realistically can be managed tomorrow, is essential before restricting or eliminating existing outlets.
We urge New Hampshire legislators to carefully consider what happens if the few remaining biosolids management options are reduced or eliminated. Without sufficient in-state or regional capacity, materials do not disappear; they are simply pushed farther away, at greater cost and with greater environmental impact. Reliable outlets become more expensive, less flexible, and more vulnerable to disruption.
It is crtitical to note the interconnectedness of biosolids and septage management. In 2024, 96.9 million gallons of septage were transported to WWTFs for further treatment. Fewer outlets for biosolids often translate directly into fewer outlets for septage, which can create additional strain on small wastewater systems, septage haulers, and rural communities that rely heavily on these services.
Maine’s experience demonstrates that well-intentioned legislation, when enacted without fully evaluating operational realities and downstream impacts, can create significant challenges for wastewater utilities and the communities they serve. We respectfully encourage New Hampshire to proceed cautiously, rely on sound science, and ensure that regulatory changes are informed by comprehensive capacity assessments and stakeholder engagement.
Thank you for the opportunity to share Maine’s experience and lessons learned.



About MEWEA: We are a non-profit, all volunteer association representing over 650 members across Maine. Our membership includes a diverse group of water quality professionals: wastewater treatment plant operators, sewer collection system operators, utility system administrators, consulting engineers, suppliers, contractors, public works officials, stormwater system operators, and regulatory officials. The mission of MeWEA is to support and enhance Maine’s water environment community through promoting training opportunities; supporting balanced environmental policy and practice; promoting education and collaboration with the public to protect and enhance Maine’s water resources.

Our members provide essential public sewer and stormwater services to hundreds of thousands of Maine residents and businesses across the state. Maintaining these vital services requires continuous investment and a dedicated workforce focused on protecting public health and the environment and spurring local and national economic growth.
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