NHTA Testimony in Opposition to HB 1567				January 28, 2026

Dear Committee Members and Sponsors: Rep. Durkin, Rep. A. Davis, Rep. Korzen, Rep. Tierney, 
Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to provide feedback. NHTA members have concerns that HB 1567 will significantly increase the assessed value of their infrastructure by adding a new valuation layer for the use of public rights‑of‑way, calculated using adjacent land values and the total length of Class I, II, IV, and V roads—an additional cost component not required under current law. 
This new formula can materially raise tax liability, particularly in rural areas with extensive roadway mileage, while also introducing administrative complexity for both providers and municipalities by requiring new datasets and calculations beyond the existing RCN‑minus‑depreciation method. The bill also shifts responsibilities to the Department of Revenue Administration by mandating annual RCN schedules based on national data and new rulemaking processes, which may add variability and reduce predictability in long‑term infrastructure planning.
It increases dependency on fluctuating real estate values. Linking telecom ROW valuation to average assessed land values exposes providers to changes in local real estate markets, making tax liability less predictable over time.
Some towns already require us to pay for municipal permits and/or supply bonds to utilize the ROW. 
Providers and municipalities would need to implement the new valuation system on a short timeline where this could take effect 60 days after its passage.
In closing, HB 1567 increases recurring operational taxes on telecommunications infrastructure. Those costs ultimately work their way into rates, affecting residents and small businesses which is why we ask you to reconsider this bill’s passage and first establish a multi‑stakeholder group prior to adopting a permanent statutory change.

Respectfully Submitted,
NHTA 

