Hello Housing Committee, I may not be able to attend the hearing in person. I am the person – NH Voter Saunya Sites that contacted Representative Janet Lucas about a request to see if it was possible to change the way landlords can request applicants pay applicant fees for rentals in New Hampshire. If I am unable to attend please take this information as a history of why I approached Representative Lucas and why I am advocating for this change. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Why I support the Bill HB 1371. 
I moved into an apartment that was affordable in 2017 and in 2023 I was hired at position that is located 32.5 miles from where I live one way. I make a livable wage and stay within my budget. I started seeking a new apartment and encountered 2 apartments in Bristol NH that had fees for their applications, this is the first time I had run into an apartment that was charging application fees in my adult life. The fees for one apartment were $50.00 the other were $75.00.  One of the apartments I was able to view in person before paying the fee (the landlord wanted basement access to my apartment at all times and I was uncomfortable with that and there was no dedicated bedroom) the other wouldn’t let me view the apartment until they said after I had paid the application fee they had performed a background check on me.  Even though I stated I worked for an employer and could provide a paystub that showed who I worked for and that the logical conclusion was that I had a background check performed they refused this.  I also stated that I could provide them a copy of my credit report or my current FICO score through my credit lender. .  I have written references of prior landlords and I believe that there are alternative ways to provide background checks. 
I believed it was possible that some of my contacts with the landlords unwilling to provide a tour before eliciting an application fee was a scam trying to get money from me or any applicant if they refused to show an apartment without paying a fee. 
This continued from various landlords being told that I must pay a fee before being considered for an apartment.  One of the first apartments I viewed the one where I had a tour of said that he had over 50 applicants for the apartment this means he would have made more than $2500.00 in application fees from potential renters for one apartment. 
Every time I had gone online to look at an apartment that is within my budget there is mention of an application fee ranging in the ones I have applied for from $50.00 being the least amount to $150.00 being the most amount of an application fee.  I believe that this practice leans to predatory housing / and works against the hopes that someone may find affordable housing.  I feel that this is of importance when there is a lack of housing availability in the State of New Hampshire. In southern Grafton County the wait lists for some housing can be up to one year. This is based on a conversation with one of the local housing providers where I used to live. 
I think that asking someone for a background check fee of $75.00 on average is outrageous. I think that is something that doesn't even cost that much if someone wanted to do a background check on a possible tenant.  I believe this change may also get rid of the scammers out there that take advantage of vulnerable people seeking housing.  I have had friends who have encountered these application fees as well. 
In my previous employment as a shelter manager for many years, I didn’t encounter the unhoused having to submit fees for housing and application fees.  I think that housing companies and also separately internet scammers have found a niche to exploit for more money in their pockets. 
Janet Lucas has made a good point in their updates to this which is; this will not prevent landlords from increasing the rents to cover the application fee, but it will help those who must apply to many different landlords before they are accepted. 
I hope the impact of this bill if granted and voted on positively in the future is something that the residents in the State of NH can use to be able to apply for multiple apartments in the areas they seek, without having to drains their savings in order to find appropriate housing during a contentious housing market.   I hope this bill is considered not only for me also for anyone seeking new or different housing.  

Respectfully
Saunya D. Sites
