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Members of the Election Law Committee: 
 
 
I hope you will support HB 1462 and not misunderstand its intent and orientation.  I urged 
the prime sponsor to draft such a bill out of my own bitter experience with the DOJ Election 
Law Unit last year.  I have had a long career as a (federal) regulatory and enforcement 
official (OSHA, EPA; originally appointed by President Bill Clinton) and I generally support 
broad powers for agencies to conduct their investigations and punish violators. 
 
In this case, however, I ran afoul of a rogue agency that does not respect the citizenry 
and that takes liberties with the intent of NH (and federal) law. 
 
My case is summarized in the attachment to this testimony.  In a nutshell, I live in Dalton 
NH for at least 7 months per year, but in an unheated cabin (I migrate to Princeton NJ for 
Nov-March each year).  In 2019, I was approved by the local Supervisor of the Checklist to 
vote in NH, after she checked with the DOJ/ELU itself about my particular situation.  Five 
years later, upon an oral and unsigned complaint later determined to be from a local 
supporter of the Casella landfill project that I vocally oppose, DOJ opened an investigation 
against me for purported “wrongful voting.” 
 
The only possible lapse I made was not changing my NJ driver’s license (although I had 
registered the car I drive in NH in our state).  But that lapse was surely reasonable on my 
part, since the DOJ’s own website makes clear that "No one can be denied the right to 
register to vote or to vote for being out of compliance with the requirements of the 
motor vehicle code." (see https://www.doj.nh.gov/bureaus/election-law/establishing-
domicileresidence-new-hampshire).   
 
I gladly paid a fine for this motor vehicle infraction.  But every other aspect of the DOJ 
investigation was improper and outrageous.  Their investigator actually asked me where my 
Primary Care Physician is located, what the square footage of each home is, whether my 
cabin had a heating system, whether I do any volunteer work in New Jersey, and other 
questions that I believe violate HIPAA and other laws. 
 
In particular, the federal Voting Rights Act (52 USC 10101(b)) states that  
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No person, whether acting under color of law or otherwise, shall intimidate, threaten, 
coerce, or attempt to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any other person for the purpose 
of interfering with the right of such other person to vote or to vote as he may choose. 

 
 
Respectfully, let me suggest that it’s “not a good look” for the NH DOJ to be intimidating 
lawful voters.  It gives the impression that the state does not welcome transplants who are 
very devoted to NH (in my case, I worked here in the 1980s and have been eager to return 
ever since), and it diverts their limited resources away from TRUE cases of wrongful voting.  
This simple bill lists four things that, if true, actually do constitute wrongful voting, along 
with various aspects of personal life that are irrelevant to wrongful voting.   
 
Surely the DOJ should confine its investigations to permissible and relevant inquiries, and 
not harass and intimidate legitimate voters with highly intrusive and arguably illegal 
questioning. 
 
I hope this bill resoundingly passes.  But if there are any objections to it, let me suggest an 
interim “fallback” position.  If the DOJ is going to second-guess a person’s right to vote after 
the fact, the barest minimum it should be forced to do is to NOTIFY the citizenry of what it 
somehow considers to be “things you need to do to prove your allegiance to NH.”  If I was 
supposed to give up my relationship with my doctor in favor of someone new in NH, or 
supposed to put an addition on my NH home to make it bigger than my other home (?!), the 
LEAST the agency could do is let us know that it somehow considers these sorts of things 
relevant! 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer these perspectives, from the POV of an NH voter 
with a lifelong belief in the nobility of public service. 
 
 
Best regards, 

 

Adam M. Finkel 

 










