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Dear Members of the House Legislative Administration Committee,
  
We are writing to share the Town of Swanzey’s concern regarding HB 1359 and HB 1360, which will be heard by the House Legislative Administration Committee on January 22. 
 
Unlike other recent bills seeking to make it more difficult for municipalities to have a collective voice at the State House, which affected multiple governmental affiliate groups, these two bills specifically single out the New Hampshire Municipal Association (NHMA), a private, non-profit, member-governed organization comprised of all 234 New Hampshire municipalities.  While the stated aim of these bills is to improve accountability and transparency, they jeopardize NHMA’s ability to advocate and member municipalities’ ability to govern the organization. Taxpayers do have a legitimate interest in ensuring funds are spent transparently, and NHMA membership dues are already debated and voted on annually in the course of the budget process. Additionally, anyone can currently review NHMA’s lobbying activity through quarterly reports submitted to the Secretary of State (SOS) and on the NHMA website.  
 
Key Concerns with HB 1359

· Creates an extremely high burden to join NHMA:
· Requires roll call or ballot vote of legislative body to join NHMA.
· Requires separate roll call or ballot vote of legislative body and a two-thirds majority to authorize participation in lobbying activities.
· Treats membership in NHMA differently than membership a municipality has in other organizations; also treats receiving services from NHMA differently than when a municipality purchases professional services (legal services, their own lobbyist, finance support, etc.) directly.
· Requires NHMA to split up the educational, legal and advocacy services it offers and bill for them separately, which would invariably cost more for members.
· Creates a concerning precedent by allowing the legislature to micromanage a private organization. 

Key Concerns with HB 1360

· Creates a legislative commission to review a private, member-run corporation, a heavy-handed big government approach that disregards the fact that NHMA is overseen by a Board of Directors comprised of local officials elected by member municipalities.
· Allows subjective and retaliatory action against NHMA; the commission can suspend the organization’s lobbying activities if they believe “NHMA is acting in a manner contrary to the best interests of its member municipalities.”
· Oversteps Secretary of State (SOS) authority by allowing the commission to regulate lobbyists.

Our Request
 
As local officials, we welcome transparency and accountability. But HB 1359 and HB 1360 do not improve accountability—they reduce local autonomy, create confusion, and jeopardize long-standing local/state partnerships that promote reasonable, effective solutions.
 
We respectfully ask that you vote both of these bills as inexpedient to legislate and oppose any further effort to restrict municipal participation in the legislative process.

On behalf of the Swanzey Board of Selectmen, I sincerely thank you for your time,


Lori Rautiola
Town Administrator

cc. Barry Faulkner, Sly Karasinsky, Jennifer Rhoades
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