
January 15, 2026
Testimony in Support of HB 1609
An Act Prohibiting the Use of New Hampshire Funds for ICE Detention
Dear Members of the Committee,
My name is Betty-Jean Munschy, and I am a resident of Londonderry, New Hampshire. I am writing in strong support of HB 1609 which would prohibit state and local funds from being used to support Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detention.
This bill is about responsible governance, constitutional values, and public trust. New Hampshire taxpayers should not be compelled to fund civil immigration detention, a federal responsibility that operates outside our state’s priorities and beyond our direct accountability.
First, this legislation protects fiscal responsibility. New Hampshire has limited public resources, and those funds should be dedicated to clearly defined state needs such as education, infrastructure, healthcare, and public safety. Using state or local money to assist federal immigration detention diverts resources away from these core responsibilities without providing a clear benefit to our communities.
Second, this bill upholds constitutional principles and due process. Immigration detention is civil, not criminal, yet it often involves prolonged incarceration without the same protections afforded in the criminal legal system. New Hampshire should not be financially or operationally entangled in practices that risk undermining due process or exposing our state and municipalities to legal and moral liability.
Third, ending state support for ICE detention strengthens public safety and community trust. When local and state governments are perceived as extensions of federal immigration enforcement, many residents become afraid to report crimes, cooperate with law enforcement, or seek help in emergencies. This fear makes all of us less safe. Clear separation between state resources and ICE detention helps ensure that local institutions serve everyone in our communities without fear or hesitation.
Finally, this bill affirms local control and New Hampshire values. Our state has a long tradition of limited government, individual liberty, and local decision-making. Declining to fund ICE detention does not interfere with federal authority—it simply draws a reasonable and principled boundary around how New Hampshire resources are used.
For these reasons, I respectfully urge the committee and the legislature to support HB 1609. This bill reflects sound fiscal policy, respect for civil liberties, and a commitment to the well-being of all who call New Hampshire home.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully,
Betty-Jean Munschy
Londonderry, NH
