My name is Laura Ruttle-Miller. I am a City Councilor in Keene and a graduate of Keene State College. I am writing to express my opposition to HB 1793.
Like many who attended school in a post-Columbine world, I spent my elementary, middle, high school, and college years with a growing awareness that gun violence was not a distant possibility, but an ever-present risk. I participated in police trainings where I was asked to play the role of a “victim” to help local officers prepare for a school shooting. I was required to watch instructional videos on how to respond to an active shooter and to take part in lockdown drills as a routine part of my education. For my generation, the question was often not if something might happen, but when.
I grew up in northern New Hampshire, in a small community that has seen shocking acts of gun violence. One of my earliest memories is watching what felt like hundreds of police cruisers race past my school as law enforcement searched for Carl Drega after he murdered multiple officers and local officials. In a town where “things like this don’t happen,” many of us learned at a young age that they not only could happen, they already had.
I recognize that many Granite Staters feel safer with a firearm than without one. I have heard repeatedly that “the only thing that stops a bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun.” That assertion does not align with reality for me. There are more guns than people in the United States, yet gun violence persists at staggering levels. If the presence of more firearms were the solution, we would not be losing approximately 125 people every day to gun-related deaths.
I am deeply troubled by the notion that the response to continued gun violence is to further expand access to firearms rather than to address the underlying risks. Throughout my life, I have observed that as gun violence increases, so too does resistance to even modest safeguards which are often justified through an increasingly absolutist interpretation of the Second Amendment. More guns have not made us safer; they have made these tragedies more frequent and more personal.
If the response is that gun violence is primarily a mental health issue, then I ask why, in New Hampshire, we continue to reduce funding and support for the very mental health services that are meant to prevent crises before they occur.
I urge you to reconsider HB 1793. Guns do not belong on college campuses. Please weigh not only abstract rights, but the very real and lasting consequences that gun violence has on our communities, our children, and the individuals tasked with protecting us.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully,
Laura Ruttle-Miller

