My name is the Reverend Gordon Rankin.  I serve as the Conference Minister for the 129 churches of the New Hampshire Conference of the United Church of Christ.  My voice was one among those in the interfaith community that called for the abolition of the death penalty in New Hampshire back in 2019.  I find myself frustrated and discouraged that there is any impetus whatsoever for it to be reinstated.
In the Christian traditional, we remember the words of Jesus saying, “You have heard it said, ‘Eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  But I tell you…if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also’.  (Matthew 5: 28-39).  It is a truth, not just in my faith tradition, but in many faith traditions, that we are told that we are to do better than return harm for harm.  This does not mean we give into harm.  To the contrary, we are to stand firm in the face of it.  We are to find another way to ensure that harm will not continue.  We are to find a way that ensures that sanctity of the life that the Divine gives to us all.  We are to find a way that changes behavior, and the study of capital punishment has proven over and over again that it fails to do so.  We are to find a way that can be administered justly, and historically the death penalty has been applied disproportionately to persons of color and persons from vulnerable communities.  We are to find a way that is faithful to our morals and convictions.  
The United Church of Christ, meeting in its national gathering known as General Synod, passed resolutions calling for the abolition of the death penalty in both state and federal settings in both 1977 and 1999.  As I have already stated, the New Hampshire Conference was one of the voices calling for the abolition of the death penalty here in New Hampshire prior to and in 2019.  Our faith commitment has been and continues to be voiced in a clear and undeniable way.
To believe that the death penalty is a tool of justice is to fool oneself.  The death penalty is a tool of vengeance.  It is a living into the old “eye for an eye” mentality.  We are called to seek true justice.  We are called to cherish and value every life…even when it is the life of one who has done wrong.  It is time for the possibility of capital punishment – this tool of vengeance – to be abolished for ever as it is not good for the people of New Hampshire.  
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