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For the record, my name is Jodi Grimbilas and I am here representing the membership of the NH Marine Trades Association.   The NH Marine Trades Association’s membership includes marinas, boat dealerships, and related supply industries that foster and support NH’s recreational boating industry.  NHMTA is dedicated to protecting NH’s recreational boating industry, enhancing boating culture and tourism in NH, and maintaining stewardship of NH’s clean and healthy waterways.   NHMTA opposes HB 1090.  
NH is a boating state.  Recreational boating generates over $1.4 billion in economic impact in New Hampshire each year supporting approximately 279 businesses and over 5900 jobs.
Boating and fishing are top contributors to New Hampshire’s outdoor recreation economy. In November 2023, the Bureau of Economic Analysis reported that Outdoor Recreation accounted for 3.2% of NH’s GDP.  This amounts to over $3 billion dollars.  The report highlighted boating/fishing, RVing, motorcycling/ATVing and snow activities as the areas of highest dollar value added activities in NH.  
2025 New boat sales were down. Consumer interest in boating was at all-time highs during the pandemic but has dropped significantly.  There are over 102,500 registered boats in NH (2025), less than 2024.  Weather and economic conditions have a major impact on the industry.  
NHMTA opposes HB 1090 because it is a new tax on boat rentals.   As mentioned, recreational boating is a large contributor to NH’s tourist economy and boat rentals are a  critical component.  A new 8.5% tax would reduce demand, which is harmful in price-sensitive vacation markets.  NH’s boating season is often short and weather dependent.  Even small drops in demand can have outsized effects on tourism.   
The bill would harm the marine industry and related businesses.  Many of our boat‑rental businesses are small, family‑owned operations with tight margins.  A new tax increases administrative burdens and compliance costs, which disproportionately affect small operators compared to large corporations. None of these operators have the required information technology platforms or training to be tax collectors.   Reduced rental volume can lead to layoffs, shorter operating seasons, or business closures.
This bill harms consumers.  Boat rentals are often used by families who typically cannot justify the expense to purchase a boat or cannot afford to own one.  These are opportunities to take that annual vacation to the lake which would be made more expensive.  A tax makes access to waterways more expensive, effectively turning public natural resources into luxury experiences that many families can’t afford.
Finally, as an industry, this is a new administratively complex tax system that would require a significant amount of resources and employee time to comply.    The marine industry is a difficult business – like the ski industry – short season and very dependent on the weather. Last summer there were 14 weekends with rain, a really nice July and August, and drought conditions leading boaters to take boats out of the water early.   This tax would impose a significant burden to these businesses, employees and customers.  
Please find HB 1090 Inexpedient to Legislate.  Happy to try to answer any questions.   
