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Dear Members of the Environment and Agriculture Committee, 
 
American Bird Conservancy writes in strong support of HB 1086, an act prohibiting the 
sale of certain agricultural seeds treated with neonicotinoids. 
 
Bird Declines due to Pesticide Overuse 
 
North American Birds are in decline; they have experienced a 30% loss since 1970,i and 
the use of synthetic chemical pesticides like neonicotinoids has been repeatedly 
identified as a major driver. In New Hampshire, major contributors of chemical pollution 
stem from their use as a seed coating.  
 
The greatest threat to birds from pesticides is not from direct exposure but the loss of 
insect prey. Neonicotinoids are highly water soluble by design and travel easily through 
water and indiscriminately kill invertebrates. Neonicotinoids remain in soil and water for 
years after their use. Their continued presence in soil can adversely impact beneficial 
species.ii 
 
Studies have found that bird declines in areas where neonicotinoid use is high are driven 
by lack of prey,iii not by direct exposure. Neonicotinoids have been linked to declines in 
non-target lepidopterans (moths and butterflies), important food sources for birds rearing 
chicks.iv 
 
Furthermore, neonicotinoids specifically have been found to drive bird declines in the 
United States, particularly for insectivorous and grassland birds.v Recent evidence from 



 
the European Union also points to removal of neonicotinoids in the environment as a way 
to begin recovering bird populations.vi 
 
Inefficacy and Impacts of Neonicotinoid Seed Coatings 
 
As a seed coating, neonicotinoids are most common on corn, soy, and wheat crops 
throughout the United States, yet their use in most cases is not economically beneficial 
and provides negligible benefits to growers while promulgating environmental 
destruction.vii  
 

 A single seed coated with a neonicotinoid contains enough active ingredient to kill 
a songbirdviii 

 Neonicotinoids on seeds account for the vast majority of neonicotinoid use in the 
United States 

 Less than 5% of the active ingredient on a coated seed makes it into the target 
plantix 

 Sublethal effects on birds from neonicotinoids includes: decreased 
spermatogenesis, ataxia, loss of navigation, organ failure, and loss of primary 
sensesx 

 
Impact of Bill in New Hampshire 
 
Neonicotinoids are applied to virtually all of the 12,000 acres of corn planted in New 
Hampshire.xi New Hampshire does not grow significant acreage of soybeans or wheat, 
making the potential change in use of neonicotinoids on those crops minimal and all the 
more important to put into statute now. The corn acres, however, are a major threat to the 
190+ species of birds which breed in New Hampshire annually.xii 
 
Furthermore, the bill contains commonsense measures which would permit the use of 
neonicotinoids to address market shortcomings and emerging environmental and public 
health threats. This bill would make New Hampshire a nationwide leader in addressing 
some of the most dangerous and under regulated chemicals in use today while increasing 
choices for growers and minimizing environmental threats. 
 
We urge the committee to favorably report S.587 to the legislature. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
E. Hardy Kern III 
Director of Government Relations 
American Bird Conservancy 
202-750-1412 
ehardykern@abcbirds.org  
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