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I am submitting this testimony in strong opposition to HB1221, which would create a study group to explore segregating students with disabilities into separate schools. I speak not only as a New Hampshire resident, but as someone who worked at the former Laconia State School, an institution that our state ultimately—and rightly—closed.
New Hampshire was the first state in the nation to shut down its institutions for people with disabilities. That decision was a moral turning point. It affirmed that every person, regardless of disability, deserves to live, learn, and participate fully in their community. I witnessed firsthand what institutionalization looks like and also saw the profound transformation that occurred when our state chose inclusion over isolation.
This proposed legislation risks reversing that progress. Segregating students into separate schools may appear to be a specialized solution, but in practice, it often recreates the very conditions that once justified institutional settings: separation, lowered expectations, and diminished access to community life. 
Sending children to separate schools does not solve the challenges of meeting diverse needs. Instead, it shifts the burden onto families, removes students from their natural communities, and weakens local schools' capacity to serve all learners. New Hampshire should invest in supports within neighborhood schools—specialized staff, adaptive tools, training, and flexible instruction—rather than resurrecting a model of segregation that our state worked so hard to leave behind.
As someone who lived through the era of institutionalization and the long fight to end it, I am deeply concerned that this legislation represents a step backward. We cannot allow policies that, even unintentionally, reopen the door to practices that isolate and marginalize people with disabilities.
I urge the committee to reject this bill and reaffirm New Hampshire’s longstanding commitment to inclusion, dignity, and community-based education.


Respectfully Submitted,
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