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Alexander M. Capron

Seven Moody Point Drive, Newmarket, New Hampshire 03857

9 January 2026

Honorable Members of the House of Representatives
  and of its Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee
Concord, New Hampshire

HB 1413 should not be adopted for at least two reasons. First, as explained more fully in my statement opposing HB 1749 and HB 1737, this bill will be ineffective in serving the public interest.  

Reinstituting the death penalty will not diminish the number of homicides or felonious assaults against children. The rate of serious crimes is not lower in states with the death penalty compared to those without it. Indeed, relying on the death penalty diverts attention and resources from crime-reduction measures that have been shown to work. Thus, the death penalty does not benefit public safety officers or the people they are trying to protect.  Further, the lengthy process of appeals in death penalty cases extends the trauma already experienced by the loved ones of homicide victims.

Tragically, the death penalty makes the justice system’s errors irreversible, even though the error rate for prisoners on death row is above 12%. The unjust implementation of the death penalty is worsened by its having been applied in a racially and economically discriminatory manner.

Second, the bill does not set forth how the death penalty relates to the alternatives of lengthy or lifetime prison terms.

New Hampshire must remain among the half of all States that have ended this barbaric form of “justice.” Please vote “No” on HB 1413.

Sincerely,
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