I rise against the Ought to Pass motion on HB 524 which would repeal the NH Vaccine Association. 
The Vaccine Association is a non-profit organization established in 2002 to save money and ensure every child in NH has access to vaccines. 
It is a great example of a public-private partnership that works well. It combines money from more than 90 commercial insurers with federal Vaccines for Children funds to seamlessly purchase and distribute vaccines to more than 200 pediatric and family practices. 
It is not a tax as some have suggested. It is a voluntary buying club that reduces the cost of vaccines for everyone by 30%.
It decreases the overhead for private practices, so they don’t have to carefully maintain their inventories, negotiate for vaccines prices, nor directly nor bill insurance for every shot.
It insures that every child who enters a doctor’s office or clinic can get the recommended vaccines at no cost, even if they don’t have insurance.
Not a single insurer or provider that participates in the NHVA supports the bill. Many came to oppose it. The evidence that the VA is corrupt is based on an extreme anti-vaxxer who has harassed the VA relentlessly.
DHHS opposes the bill. It does not cost the state anything but if the VA is repealed, DHHS will have to spend money to maintain an inventory of vaccines in the event of an outbreak.
The system works and does not need fixing. 
So what is the point of this bill? 
Dissolving the NHVA will result in fewer children being vaccinated in the granite state. 
This will result in outbreaks of preventable disease as we have seen happening in the US where vaccination rates have declined. 
Vaccines have saved lives more than any other medical intervention. If you don’t believe that I have one word for you: Polio
Do you think polio is not a problem anymore? There have been cases of paralytic polio in unvaccinated communities. This is a tragedy I know something about personally.
My husband’s father contracted polio in the 1955 epidemic in Massachusetts.  He was a healthy 34 year old WWII vet who came home from work on a Friday afternoon feeling like he had the flu. He went to bed and he never walked again. He had one of the worst cases of the most severe form of bulbar poliomyelitis to survive. 
The cruel irony is that all four of his young children, including my husband, were vaccinated the year before. They hadn’t rolled out vaccinations for adults then. The children were fine, and Bruce Dodd did survive while many died. He lived another 21 years, paralyzed from the neck down, most of the time in an iron lung because the disease destroyed his voluntary nervous system and he needed the machine to breathe. I knew him as a child myself as our families were close in the late 60’s and on, and I still remember overcoming my little girl’s fear of the man in the big machine.
Despite his paralysis he played a powerful role as a father and member of his community and his family was grateful that he survived and was a part of their lives. Still, my husband might have been happier to have a more normal childhood, be able to hike in the Whites and play ball with his father and not be changing his bedpan.
Let’s not go backward. 
Please vote NO on OTP.



