Dear Committee Members,
I write this letter in opposition to HB377, a bill that, if passed, will prove catastrophic for my family. As the parent of a transgender child, I am deeply concerned that access to life-saving gender affirmative care for my child could be denied. The government should not have a voice in the medical care children receive. Transgender children receiving gender affirmative care have a team of medical professionals consisting of pediatric endocrinologists, therapists, pediatricians, etc. This team, along with the children and parents, make the best decisions for each individual child. This bill, if signed into law, will unjustly determine the future of transgender youth in New Hampshire. Children like my daughter would be forced to go through puberty of the opposite gender. My daughter would be forced to go through male puberty and masculinize, something that would be tremendously traumatizing for her. It would force her to “stand out” and be a target. She would be much less safe as an adult, the option of “blending in” having been stripped from her. Right now, she looks like any other 15-year-old girl. My child is not hurting anybody. She just wants the right to exist and to have a say in critically important medical decisions that will impact her for the rest of her life. She doesn’t want the government, who doesn’t know her, who doesn’t know her story, to make medical decisions for her. 
My daughter socially transitioned at age 5. She knows who she is. She has always known who she is. Since that young age, she has been insistent, consistent and persistent in her gender identity. She has been given the benefit of blending in. Yet, with discriminatory bills like HB377, she is aware that may not always be so. When someone asked my child where she thought she would be if not for estrogen, she responded, “I might not be here.” I am going to repeat those words because they are critical in the discussion of gender affirmative medical care for transgender youth in our state—and who should make that decision. I believe that medical teams, along with the children themselves, and their parents should make those decisions.  
“I might not be here.” I stand firmly by my child’s side and will do everything in my power to ensure that is not the graveside. I vehemently oppose HB377 and urge each of you to do the same. 

Regards,
Linda Golden
Belmont, NH 
