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January 28, 2025
House Education Funding Committee
Legislative Office Building, Room 205-207
Concord, NH
Dear Members of the House Education Funding Committee,
My name is Jen Messer, and I am the President of the New Hampshire Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (NHAND), representing over 300 registered dietitians and nutrition professionals across the state. Thank you for the opportunity to testify today in strong support of HB703 which addresses critical aspects of school meal access and food security for children in New Hampshire.
As nutrition experts, we see firsthand the impact that reliable access to nutritious meals has on children’s health, academic performance, and overall well-being. These bills take essential steps to reduce barriers, improve equity, and support schools in addressing food insecurity:
· HB703: Protecting children from being treated differently due to meal debt ensures their dignity and well-being, while the appropriation included in this bill provides much-needed support to schools struggling with unpaid meal balances.
This bill creates a more inclusive and effective system, ensuring that every child has the nutrition they need to learn and thrive. NHAND stands ready to support this effort and encourages you to move these bills forward.
Thank you for your time and commitment to the health and future of New Hampshire’s children. I am happy to answer any questions or provide additional information.
Sincerely,
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Jennifer Messer
President, New Hampshire Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics
jen@jenmessernutrition.com | (603) 714-8658
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