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HOUSE JOURNAL NO. 5 (Cont’d)

Thursday, February 15, 2024

Rep. Osborne moved that the House adjourn.
Motion adopted.

HOUSE JOURNAL NO. 6

Thursday, February 22, 2024

The House assembled at 9:00 a.m., the hour to which it stood adjourned, and was called to order by the
Speaker.

Prayer was offered by Guest Chaplain, Reverend Jean Beniste, Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Concord.

Divine Power, You are known by many names and yet greater than all names, including God of Life, God of
Love, God of Community, and God of Justice; we ask for Your blessings for the community leaders where we
live, work, and play. May the leaders of our community approach their roles with a mindset of learning, growth,
and change rather than focusing only on fixing problems. May they listen to the needs of their constituents
and consider the long-term effects of their decision, always keeping in mind their responsibility to serve the
common good of all people. Please remind us that we are all neighbors and siblings, regardless of our race,
religion, gender identity, or socioeconomic status. May our leaders be inspired to follow the examples set by
many prophets throughout history. May our leaders protect and respect the most vulnerable members of our
society, including children, the elderly, the poor, the hungry, the homeless, and the immigrants. Divine Power,
we ask for Your guidance and support in granting our leaders wisdom and courage to do what is good, right,
and true. Please help them speak out when necessary and listen patiently and receptively when necessary.
May they and we be guided by God, who looks over our community with justice and love. We offer this prayer
in the name of all that is sacred and holy; all that is good, right, and true. May it be so. Amen.

Representative Claudine Burnham, member from Milton, led the Pledge of Allegiance.
The National Anthem was sung by the Nute High School Chorus from Milton.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE

Rep. Milz, the day, illness.
Reps. Cole, Mason, O’Neil and Piemonte, the day, important business.
Rep. Sanborn, the day, illness in the family.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
John William Bringhurst, student at Founders Academy in Manchester, Page for the day.

Lisa Nash, Kate O’Shea, and Sally Thomas, guests of Rep. Morton. Gabriella O’Hara, daughter of Rep. O’'Hara.
Nelly Palmer, wife of Rep. Palmer. Claire, James and Matthew Fedolfi, wife, son and grandson of Rep. Fedolfi.

CONSENT CALENDAR

Rep. Osborne moved that the Consent Calendar with the relevant amendments as printed in the day’s House
Record be adopted.
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HB 1644-FN, requiring the department of energy to initiate an investigation of the benefits and key consid-
erations regarding support for clean or non-carbon emitting power generation, removed by Reps. McGhee,
Caplan, Cormen, Wendy Thomas, Muns, Notter, Noél, Kennedy, Bernardy and Chretien.

Consent Calendar was adopted.

HB 1027, relative to allowing child support to include the period of pregnancy. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Maria Perez for Children and Family Law. This bill has good intentions, but it limits the rights of sexual
assault victims to have an abortion, a contradiction of existing laws. Vote 15-0.

HB 1341, relative to the liability of grandparents to provide assistance. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. David Bickford for Children and Family Law. This bill repeals the law that could require grandparents
to support the children of their unwed minor children. The US Supreme Court decision in Troxel v. Granville
(2000) determined that grandparents share no rights which we believe transfer to no liability. Vote 13-0.

HB 1511, relative to liability for children with disabilities in certain court ordered placements or episodes of
treatment. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Mark Pearson for Children and Family Law. This bill would ensure that New Hampshire supports the
best interests and educational rights of New Hampshire students with disabilities, receiving support and
services both in New Hampshire and in out-of-district placement by placing added responsibility at the De-
partment of Health and Human Services, Bureau for Children’s’ Behavioral Health, to notify the Department
of Education on the date that the court order is signed, or the need for an episode of treatment is determined,
stating the initial length of time for which such placement if made. This bill does not add any costs, but simply
adds an agency to those who must give notice. Vote 13-0.

HB 1590-FN, relative to training regarding child abuse and neglect for licensed physicians, advance practice
nurses, and physician assistants. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Patrick Long for Children and Family Law. Training for medical professionals is an important requirement
in assuring the early detection of abuse and neglect to children. It is also important to identify the best training
available and implement a process with which we can log in and collect the data for those that are trained, and
update current and future changes needed in training. We heard testimony that many more details need to be
addressed. There is a group of professionals willing to help in articulating those needs. Vote 13-0.

HB 1667-FN, relative to establishing a department for children, youth, and families. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Mark Pearson for Children and Family Law. There is simply nothing to be gained by separating out
the Department of Children, Youth and Families (DCYF) from the Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices (DHHS), though there may be some things to lose. Much of the testimony on this bill concerned needed
improvements at DCYF, such as accessibility, transparency and accountability. After years of seeming mis-
management and public outrage, the present director’s predecessor was brought in to clean things up. The
measures he took are now being enhanced by the present director who heartily acknowledges the needs
mentioned in testimony for further improvements demonstrated by his continual work on them. This work
will continue and does not need DCYF’s detachment from DHHS for this to happen. DCYF regularly makes
reports to the Children’s Oversight Committee, and, since it is under DHHS, it periodically makes reports to
the DHHS Oversight Committee. The Office of the Child Advocate regularly works with DCYF. The Special
Committee on the Family Division of the Circuit Court learned the regularity with which family court inter-
sects with DCYF. Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) works with DCYF. DCYF’s director regularly
attends meetings of the Governor and Executive Council. The director regularly gets calls on his cell phone
and passes them along to his staff for follow-up. Besides such constituent relations, the director regularly
leaves his office to meet with various stakeholder groups. Again, this work will continue and does not need
DCYF’s detachment from DHHS for this happen. The vast majority of other states place their DCYF’s under
their Departments of Health and Human Services. To do the work of separating out DCYF from DHHS would
require a considerable amount of money for no apparent gain, money better spent in further strengthening the
staff at DCYF, rather than making more difficult the synergy, staff sharing, and data system synchronization
now enjoyed, both here in New Hampshire and in many other states. Vote 13-0.

HB 1183-FN, relative to prohibiting the sale of agricultural land and land essential to critical industries to
China. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. John Hunt for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill, as introduced, provides that certain companies
owned, in whole or in part, by the People’s Republic of China or the Chinese Communist Party shall not own,
lease, possess, or exercise any control over agricultural or farm lands and land essential to critical industries
in this state. The committee is concerned about the legality of enforcing such a law and therefore needs more
before we could go forward with this bill. Vote 19-0.

HB 1198-FN, relative to liquor stores. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. John Potucek for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. The committee agreed with the sponsor that the
New Hampshire Liquor Commission, store management, and store employees located on a “highly trafficked”
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route should be allowed to be “Open For Business” on any Sunday or holiday deemed appropriate. Full and
part-time employees will have the option of working the hours (at 1.5 times their regular rate), but none shall
be “required” to work the overtime hours. The Commerce and Consumer Affairs Committee concurred, and
unanimously supported this bill. Vote 18-0.

The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Ways and Means.

HB 1207-FN, relative to single-use disposable plastic foodware accessories. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Karen Calabro for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. While the intent of the bill has merit, there are a
number of issues with its wording that drew our attention. The committee is concerned about issues of parity
across commerce in directing the bill only to restaurants and take-out establishments. The majority of the
committee suggested products to be prohibited is unfair at a time when most of this industry is struggling to
survive in a post-COVID economy. With most of the restaurant industry running tight and low profit margins,
this is not the time to introduce costly regulations. However, Interim Study would allow the issues of parity
to be better addressed, and if the economy is more conducive to a slight increase cost and less harm to profits,
this bill may be ready to be considered. Vote 18-0.

HB 1232, prohibiting state or local governments from using central bank digital currency. REFER FOR
INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Carry Spier for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill seeks to prohibit the state treasurer, state
agencies, and political subdivisions from accepting a payment using central bank digital currency (CBDC)
or participating in a test of CBDC by any Federal Reserve branch. Based on direct communications with the
Federal Reserve, they have thus far made no determination as to what a United States CBDC would look like.
When investigations are complete, the Federal Reserve will provide a set of recommendations to Congress.
If any of those recommendations are reviewed and approved, Congress will have to pass legislation if they
decide that a CBDC is needed and will have to delineate what is to be implemented. The Federal Reserve
cannot and will not implement a CBDC without such legislation. Therefore, the majority of the committee
feels that the best course of action is to monitor the activities of Congress and the Federal Reserve and make
a decision when more information becomes available. Vote 18-0.

HB 1406-FN, relative to gender-based pricing of goods and services. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Carry Spier for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill seeks to prohibit price discrimination based
upon to whom goods or services are marketed and establishes a mechanism for enforcement. The Deputy
Director of Consumer Protection of the New Hampshire Department of Justice testified that if a product is
targeted toward women (e.g.: by its color or packaging) and is provided at a higher cost than that targeted
toward men or with no specific target, it would be impossible to tell the cause of the increase in price. It
could be because of manufacturing or distribution limitations or any number of other reasons. The resources
it would take to investigate each incidence only to find out there were legitimate reasons for the increase
would be prohibitive if not impossible for the Justice Department. Vote 18-0.

HB 1621-FN, requiring the liquor commission to distribute certain information in liquor stores. REFER
FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Jane Beaulieu for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. The committee agrees with the bill’s intent regarding
the need for alcohol use disorder information, including provisions for the 988 hot-line number to be readily
available to customers at check out. After discussion regarding posters, receipts and brochures, the Liquor
Commission announced the creation of a video with important information including the crisis hot-line. The
video will be played in liquor stores. There will be no fiscal impact to the state. Interim Study will give the
commission time to produce the video. Vote 18-0.

HB 1636-FN, relative to creating the New Hampshire container deposit, refund, recycle, and reuse system.
REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Dick Thackston for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill establishes a New Hampshire container
deposit, refund, recycle and reuse system. It establishes a producer responsibility organization (PRO) to imple-
ment a beverage container recycling redemption refund program to issue redemption refunds to consumers for
beverage containers. It contains labeling requirements, establishes performance targets for the PRO, contains
reporting requirements, requires the PRO to establish an operations advisory committee and an equity and
access advisory committee and contains provisions concerning reimbursement, enforcement, administration
and other provisions. This proposal, being a complex combination of public and private stake holders, requires
greater study before this committee can make an informed recommendation to the house. For these reasons,
the committee recommends this bill be referred for Interim Study before final action is taken. Vote 19-0.

HB 1645-FN, establishing a condominium dispute resolution board. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Dick Thackston for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill establishes a condominium dispute reso-
lution board. The sponsor suggested an amendment was necessary that would have created and made an
appropriation to fund the position of board administrator in the Department of Administrative Services to
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resolve matters involving condominium associations and unit owners. This proposal, being a complex combina-
tion of public and private stakeholders, requires greater study before this committee can make an informed
recommendation to the house. Vote 19-0.

HB 1025-FN, relative to disorderly conduct. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Karen Reid for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill would potentially place people in situations
that could quickly escalate to violence especially in cases where alcohol might be involved such as bar closing
times. This bill would basically allow someone to use obscene, derisive, or offensive language in public with
the recipient having no recourse which could lead to violent altercations. Vote 18-0.

HB 1217, relative to an exception to allow the state or a municipality to use video monitoring to identify the
cause of damage to historic covered bridges. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Jennifer Rhodes for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill will allow a municipality to place a
camera on a municipality owned covered bridge for the purpose of identifying and recovering damages. Cov-
ered bridges are historic tourist attractions that towns go to great lengths to keep at a very high standard.
The maintenance and repairs of these bridges are the responsibility of the town even if they are on state
property. If and when a bridge is damaged it often times costs a town thousands of dollars in repairs and
negatively affects commerce in the town. The municipality shall cause notice of video monitoring to be posted
on the highway leading to the bridge within 100 feet of the bridge and if the highway is a state highway the
Department of Transportation shall be responsible to cause notice for the camera. Vote 18-0.

Amendment (0233h)

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
1 New Subparagraph; Highway Surveillance Prohibited; Exception; Monitoring Covered Bridges. Amend
RSA 236:130, III by inserting after subparagraph (h) the following new subparagraph:

(i) Is undertaken for the purpose of monitoring any covered wooden bridge that is open to vehicular
traffic. Any such video recording shall be used for the sole purpose of investigating damage to the bridge,
including identification of vehicles and operators responsible for such damage. The video shall, except in the
case of damage by natural occurrence or disaster, be preserved until the town, city, municipality, state, or
agency prosecutor determines whether they will pursue criminal or motor vehicle charges. If the prosecu-
tor determines that they shall or may bring charges, the video shall be preserved until the case is resolved.
Video not needed for investigation in accordance with this subparagraph shall be erased within 7 days of
recording. The municipality shall cause notice of video monitoring to be posted on the highway leading to the
bridge entrance within 100 feet of the bridge entrance. If the highway is a state highway, the department of
transportation shall cause said notice to be posted upon notification by the municipality of the instillation of
a monitoring system.

HB 1260-FN, relative to the criminal penalty for violations of privacy involving minors. OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Jennifer Rhodes for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This legislation will fix RSA 644:9 from being
used as a loophole in prosecution of perpetrators that knowingly and willingly violated a minor’s privacy from
only being charged with a misdemeanor crime instead of a felony offense that we would see in any other child
protection law. Since RSA 644:9 does not take the age of a victim into consideration when a person violates a
minor’s privacy in any place that a reasonable person would consider to be private, the perpetrator faces the
same consequence as someone that secretly recorded a person in their kitchen. As amended, this bill will ad-
dress the heinous nature of the victim being a minor and address the need to recognize an increased penalty
for repeat offenses for violations a minor’s privacy. Vote 18-0.

Amendment (0419h)

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
1 New Paragraph; Breaches of the Peace and Related Offenses; Violation of Privacy. Amend RSA 644:9 by
inserting after paragraph VI the following new paragraph:

VII. If a person violates paragraphs I, III-a, or IV in any location in which a reasonable person knows or
should know the person entitled to privacy therein is a child under the age of 18, that person shall be guilty of
a class B felony. Any person who is convicted of a second or subsequent offense under this paragraph, based
on a complaint which alleged that the person has had one or more prior convictions under this paragraph, or
under a reasonably equivalent offense in an out-of-state jurisdiction, shall be guilty of a class A felony.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill makes it a class B felony to violate the privacy of a minor when the actor knows or reasonably
should know that a child under the age of 18 is the one entitled to privacy. Subsequent violations are a class
A felony.

HB 1295-FN, relative to penalties for criminal violations of the therapeutic use of cannabis. OUGHT TO PASS.
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Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The committee agreed that the existing penalty en-
hancement for anyone convicted of selling cannabis when they are medical card holders, treats them differently
than similarly situated patients who may be convicted of selling their prescriptions for another substance,
such as an opioid. The committee agreed that equal treatment under the law is key to public trust and con-
stitutional validity. Vote 16-0.

HB 1337-FN, relative to the return of weapons and ammunition upon expiration of protective orders. IN-
EXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Amy Bradley for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The committee agrees that this bill will put victims
at increased risk and also puts the burden on a victim to prevent their abuser from accessing deadly weapons.
This bill also makes unnecessary changes to RSA 173-B, a statute intentionally written to establish protection
and enshrine best practices when it comes to responding to domestic violence in New Hampshire. Vote 19-0.

HB 1428-FN, relative to inmate illness or emergency. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The committee unanimously voted to send this bill to
interim study at the request of the sponsor in order to give him time to work on it further with stakeholders.
Vote 19-0.

HB 1448-FN, relative to requiring retention of a blood sample for the duration of a criminal case, including
appeal. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Jonathan Stone for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. After hearing witness testimony, it is the opin-
ion of the committee that this bill as written should be found inexpedient to legislate. The Department of
Safety spoke on the issue of storage and time frames and stated they could support increasing to six months
with minimal financial impact. Some members of the committee felt nine months was also a reasonable time
frame. The sponsor was given an opportunity to submit an amendment in regard to the time frames of hold-
ing samples and failed to do so. Vote 18-0.

HB 1462-FN, relative to requirements for reporting hate crimes. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Alissandra Murray for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. After the public hearing, the committee re-
ceived additional information from the attorney general’s civil rights unit that indicated further study was
needed to ensure new requirements did not conflict with existing processes. Vote 19-0.

HB 1502-FN, relative to alcohol-related offenses and prohibitions. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. John Sytek for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill arose in response to the roadside littering of
beer cans in a particular town. The supposition was that this littering was due to the open container law and
that people were irresponsibly jettisoning empty cans rather than risk being cited. This bill would repeal the
open container law but would give law enforcement a new tool: the roadside use of the gaze nystagmus test
upon reasonable suspicion. The refusal to take the test would result in license suspension. The state police
testified that the mechanics of this test, administered roadside, would be unreliable for a variety of reasons.
The committee felt that a license suspension based on such a refusal would be unreasonable, if not actually
unconstitutional. The state police further pointed out that testing possibly leading to license suspension
currently is not done without a substantially greater level of indicators. The committee determined that it
would be too complex from both a policy and procedural standpoint to amend the bill to be useful. Vote 17-0.

HB 1566-FN, relative to the review of police investigations. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The committee after hearing testimony from the public
and the attorney general’s office, agreed that the bill as written needs significant work to be able to accom-
plish the intended purpose. Furthermore, study and examination of the current processes must be completed
in order to avoid redundancies and ensure effective avenues for citizens to request assistance with issues
between themselves and law enforcement. The committee agreed that interim study will give a chance for
that to be done. Vote 18-0.

HB 1658-FN, relative to developing a notification database for those individuals with orders of commitment
or revocations of conditional discharges. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Jennifer Rhodes for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The committee believes this bill, as introduced,
is well intended however the implementation of it has unintended consequences that will ultimately be an
invasion of a person’s privacy. A person’s medical history, regardless of how recent it is, should be kept
confidential. This bill directs the division of state police to develop a database capable of sharing with the
state police system to allow the police to be aware if someone is under an order committing them to the New
Hampshire hospital or has had a conditional discharge revoked. It further requires the probate court and New
Hampshire hospital to provide the division of state police with updates concerning orders. This is a concern to
the committee considering the invasion of privacy concerning a person’s personal medical records; and given
that communications over the radio are available to the public to listen to live. Vote 19-0.

HB 1701-FN, relative to annulments of records related to involuntary commitments. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.
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Rep. Jodi Newell for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill sought to create a process for the annul-
ment of records pertaining to involuntary confinement. After hearing from several experts, it was clear that
the language of the bill was extremely problematic. While it is generally desirable to reduce negative impacts
resulting from a short-term mental health crisis after recovery, the bill failed to provide a reasonable standard,
time table or clear definition for proper implementation. Vote 19-0.

HB 1153-FN, relative to mandatory and elective public school curricula. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Stephen Woodcock for Education. The intent of this bill was to require local public schools to develop
and offer anti-communism courses at both the middle and high school level. The bipartisan majority of the
committee felt that the bill was too prescriptive and intruded on a local school board’s control and oversight
of curricula. Vote 17-3.

HB 1586-FN-A-L, establishing a foundation opportunity budget program for funding public education. RE-
FER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Margaret Drye for Education. Any attempt to revise, revamp, or re-envision a subject as far-reaching
and complicated as education funding warrants more than just a few meetings of a subcommittee. This bill
would establish foundation opportunity budgets and state foundation opportunity grants; complex subjects
that need more in-depth examination. The committee believes that Interim Study is the appropriate venue
for such a discussion. Vote 19-1.

HB 1182-FN, adding certain equine practices to the definition of animal cruelty. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Judy Aron for Environment and Agriculture. RSA 644:8 - Cruelty to animals in the criminal code states:
“I. In this section, ‘cruelty’ shall include, but not be limited to, acts or omissions injurious or detrimental to
the health, safety or welfare of any animal, including the abandoning of any animal without proper provision
for its care, sustenance, protection or shelter.” Furthermore, the penalty for these acts is stated as: “III-a.
A person is guilty of a class B felony who purposely beats, cruelly whips, tortures, or mutilates any animal
or causes any animal to be beaten, cruelly whipped, tortured, or mutilated.” This bill sought to add four
specific heinous and obvious acts of cruelty to horses (hoof soring, gingering, tail nicking and tail blocking)
into statute. Those acts are already covered under current New Hampshire law as criminal acts of animal
cruelty. The bill would also allow for a misdemeanor for the first offense, so our current statute is even more
stringent in penalties. The committee felt that beginning to enumerate specific acts of cruelty in this statute
is wholly unnecessary. Doing so would only create a precedent to encumber the statute with a laundry list of
narrowly defined acts of cruelty which may then serve to allow other acts of cruelty that are omitted. It was
also noted that these four specific horrific acts have been federally banned since the passage of the Federal
Horse Protection Act of 1970 (15 USC section 1821). These acts of cruelty are also banned by organizations
such as the US Equine Federation, and the US Dressage Federation who runs and polices horse competitions,
especially the Tennessee Walking Horse competitions which do not occur in New Hampshire. Vote 17-3.

HB 1293-FN, relative to prohibiting the use of certain fertilizers using phosphorus. OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Peter Bixby for Environment and Agriculture. In recent years cyanobacteria blooms have become more
common in New Hampshire lakes. These toxic bacteria blooms make lake water undrinkable, a danger to
pets and humans, and unswimmable, and are problematic for boaters. One significant cause of blooms is ex-
cess phosphorus ending up in the lakes’ watershed coming from fertilizer run-off from over-fertilized lawns.
This bill aims to reduce phosphorus run-off by clarifying the low allowable phosphorus content for fertilizer
designed for turf. The bill also spells out turf fertilizer management practices for lawns to minimize nutrient
run-off. In addition, it requires that retailers of fertilizer display posters designed by the department to edu-
cate consumers about which fertilizers are acceptable for lawns and about appropriate fertilizer management
practices. The amendment reorganizes the bill to fit more appropriately into the structure of the existing turf
fertilizer law. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0494h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT relative to the use of certain fertilizers on turf.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Definitions; Soil and Plant Additives; Fertilizers. RSA 431:3 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
431:3 Definitions. In this subdivision:
I. “Available nitrogen” means water soluble nitrogen in either ammoniacal, urea, or nitrate form that
does not have either slow or controlled release properties.
I1. “Available phosphate” means the sum of the water soluble and the citrate soluble phosphate.
IT1. “Brand” means a term, design, or trademark used in connection with one or several grades of fertilizer.
IV. “Bulk fertilizer” means a fertilizer distributed in a non-packaged form.
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V. “Commissioner” means the commissioner of agriculture, markets, and food or the commissioner’s
authorized agent.

VI. “Deficiency” means the amount of nutrient found by analysis less than that guaranteed which may
result from a lack of nutrient ingredients or from lack of uniformity.

VII. “Department” means the department of agriculture, markets, and food of the state of New Hampshire.

VIII. “Distribute” means to import, consign, manufacture, produce, compound, mix, or blend fertilizer,
or to offer for sale, sell, barter, or otherwise supply fertilizer in this state.

IX. “Distributor” means any person who distributes.

X. “Enhanced efficiency fertilizer” means lawn fertilizer products with characteristics that allow increased
plant uptake and reduce potential of nutrient losses to the environment when compared to an appropriate
reference product.

XI. “Fertilizer” means any substance containing one or more recognized plant nutrients which is used for
its plant nutrient content and which is designed for use or claimed to have value in promoting plant growth,
except unmanipulated animal and vegetable manures, marl, lime, limestone, wood ashes, and other products
exempted by rule by the commissioner. “Fertilizer” shall not include any horticultural growing medium as
defined in RSA 433-A:3, VI.

XII. “Fertilizer material” means a fertilizer which:

(a) Contains important quantities of no more than one of the following primary plant nutrients, ni-
trogen (N), phosphorous (P), and potassium (K); or

(b) Has 85 percent or more of its plant nutrient content present in the form of a single chemical com-
pound; or

(c) Is derived from a plant or animal residue or byproduct or natural material deposit which has
been processed in such a way that its content of plant nutrients has not been materially changed except by
purification and concentration.

XIII. “Grade” means the percentage of total nitrogen, available phosphate, and soluble potash stated in
whole numbers in the same terms, order, and percentages as in the guaranteed analysis, provided that:

(a) Specialty fertilizers may be guaranteed in fractional units of less than one percent of total nitrogen,
available phosphate, and soluble potash.
(b) Fertilizer materials, bone meal, manures, and similar materials may be guaranteed in fractional units.

XIV. “Guaranteed analysis” means the minimum percentage by weight of plant nutrients claimed to be
present in a fertilizer.

XV. “Impervious surface” means any modified surface that cannot effectively absorb or infiltrate water.
Examples of impervious surfaces include, but are not limited to, roofs, and unless designed to effectively absorb
or infiltrate water, decks, patios, and paved, gravel, or crushed stone driveways, parking areas, and walkways.

XVI. “Investigational allowance” means an allowance for variations inherent in the taking, preparation,
and analysis of an official sample of fertilizer.

XVII. “Label” means the display of all written, printed, or graphic matter, upon the immediate container,
or a statement accompanying a fertilizer.

XVIII. “Labeling” means all written, printed, or graphic matter, upon or accompanying any fertilizer, or ad-
vertisements, brochures, posters, television, and radio announcements used in promoting the sale of such fertilizer.

XIX. “Low phosphate fertilizer” means fertilizer products intended for new or established urban turf or
lawns, with available phosphate levels equal to or above 0.5 percent P205 and an application rate not to exceed
0.25 pounds P205 per 1000 square feet per application and 0.5 pounds P205 per 1000 square feet per year.

XX. “Mixed fertilizer” means a fertilizer containing any combination or mixture of fertilizer materials.

XXI. “Natural inorganic fertilizer” means a mineral nutrient source that exists in or is produced by
nature and may be altered from its original state only by physical manipulation.

XXII. “Natural organic turf fertilizer” means materials derived from either plant or animal products
containing one or more elements other than carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen which are essential for plant
growth. These materials may be subject to biological degradation processes under normal conditions of aging,
rainfall, sun-curing, air drying, composting, rotting, enzymatic, or anaerobic/aerobic bacterial action, or any
combination of these. These materials shall not be mixed with synthetic materials or changed in any physi-
cal or chemical manner from their initial state except by manipulations such as drying, cooking, chopping,
grinding, shredding, hydrolysis, or pelleting. These products may be supplemented with natural inorganic
fertilizers not containing phosphorus.

XXTIII. “New urban turf” means urban turf established less than 12 months.

XXIV. “No phosphate fertilizer” means fertilizer products with phosphate levels below 0.5 percent in-
tended for established urban turf or lawns.

XXV. “Official sample” means any sample of fertilizer taken by the commissioner and designated as
“official” by the commissioner.

XXVI. “Percent” or “percentage” means the percentage by weight.
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XXVII. “Person” means any individual, firm, company, partnership, corporation, association, cooperative,
business trust, or legal entity of any kind.

XXVIII. “Phosphorus deficiency” means soil test results from a laboratory indicating that additional
phosphorus is needed for establishing or maintaining that lawn or turf.

XXIX. “Plant biostimulant” means a substance, microorganism, or mixture thereof, that, when applied to
seeds, plants, the rhizosphere, soil or other growth media, acts to support a plant’s natural nutrition processes
independently of the plant biostimulant’s nutrient content, improving nutrient availability, uptake or use ef-
ficiency, tolerance to abiotic stress, and consequent growth, development, quality, or yield. The commissioner
may clarify the definition of plant biostimulant by rule in order to maintain consistency with United States
Department of Agriculture requirements.

XXX. “Primary nutrient” means nitrogen, available phosphate, and soluble potash.

XXXI. “Registrant” means the person who registers fertilizer under the provisions of this subdivision.

XXXII. “Specialty fertilizer” means a fertilizer distributed for non-farm use.

XXXIII. “Ton” means a net weight of 2,000 pounds avoirdupois.

XXXIV. “Turf” or “lawn” means non-agricultural land planted in closely mowed, managed grasses except
golf courses, parks, athletic fields, and sod farms.

XXXV. “Turf fertilizer” means no-phosphate or low phosphate fertilizer intended for urban turf or lawns

XXXVI. “Urban Turf or Lawns” means non-agricultural land planted in closely mowed, managed grasses
except golf courses, parks, and athletic fields.

XXXVII. “Water” means all rivers, streams, creeks, brooks, reservoirs, ponds, lakes, springs, and all bod-
ies of surface water, artificial or natural, that are contained within, flow through, or border upon the state
or any portion of it.

2 Nitrogen Content of Turf Fertilizer. Amend RSA 431:4-a to read as follows:
431:4-a Nitrogen Content of Turf Fertilizer.

I. No turf fertilizer sold at retail shall exceed an apphcatwn rate of 0.7 pounds per 1,000 square feet
of soluble nitrogen per application [w 3 o g

I1. No turf fertilizer sold at retail shall exceed an applzcatwn rate of 0.9 pounds per 1 000 square feet
of total nitrogen per application [w ineg

III. No turf fertilizer shall exceed an annual apphcatmn rate of 3. 25 pounds per 1 ,000 square feet of
total nitrogen when applied [aceording-to-the-instructions-on-thelabel].

IV. No enhanced efficiency fertilizer shall exceed a single application rate of 2.5 pounds per 1,000 square
feet of total nitrogen and an annual application rate of 3.25 pounds per 1,000 square feet of total nitrogen nor
release at greater than 0.7 pounds per 1,000 square feet per month [Vvﬁl‘ren—a-pp-l-red—aecﬁfd-mg—ta—t-he—mst-ﬁ:te-
tions-on-thelabel].

3 Phosphorus Content of Turf Fertilizer. Amend RSA 431:4-b to read as follows:
431:4-b Phosphorus Content of Turf Fertilizer.
I. No no-phosphate fertlhzer sold at retall [%ha-t—rs—mt‘:eﬁded] for use on turf shall {-exceedﬁrmﬂ-teﬁ-t—}eve}

in excess of 0. 5 percent

II. No turf fertilizer sold at retail that is intended for use on newly established or repaired lawns, or
for lawns testing deficient in phosphorus shall exceed an application rate of [ene-pound-per-1;0600-square
feet-annually-of-available-phosphate] 0.25 pounds P205 per 1,000 square feet per application and 0.5
pounds P205 per 1,000 square feet per year.

ITI. No natural organic turf fertlhzer shall exceed a per apphcatlon rate of one pound of available phos-
phate per 1,000 square feet[w ed-aceord ; S :

4 New Sectlon Application of Fertilizer to Urban Turf and Lawn Amend RSA 431 by inserting after sec-
tion 4-d the followmg new sections:
431:4-e Application of Fertilizer to Urban Turf and Lawn.

I. The provisions of this paragraph relative to the application of fertilizer to urban turf and lawn shall
not apply to golf courses and sod farms operating in accordance with best management practices for chemical
fertilizers published by the department.

I1. Only fertilizer products approved as a turf fertilizer in accordance with RSA 431:4-a and RSA 431:4-
b shall be applied to urban turf or lawn.

ITI. No fertilizer shall be applied to urban turf or lawn during heavy rain (equal to or greater than 2
inches in 24 hours) or when heavy rain is predicted. No fertilizer shall be applied to urban turf or lawn
when the ground is frozen. No fertilizer shall be applied to turf when turf grass is not actively growing.

IV. No fertilizer shall be applied to impervious surfaces as defined in RSA 431:3. Fertilizer inadvertently
released on an impervious surface shall be immediately collected for legal application to a target area or
disposal.
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V. No fertilizer shall be applied to urban turf or lawn within 25 feet of a storm drain. No fertilizer shall
be deposited where it can enter a storm drain.

VI. No fertilizer shall be applied within 25 feet of waters as defined in RSA 431:3.

VII. Restrictions relative to the application of turf fertilizers sold at retail fertilizer shall apply to all
persons including licensed commercial, certified applicators unless otherwise noted.

431:4-f Public Education Regarding Application of Fertilizer to Urban Turf and Lawns.

I. If a retailer sells or offers for sale fertilizer to consumers, the retailer shall post in all retail locations
where fertilizer is accessible to the consumer a clearly visible turf-information sign as designed by the depart-
ment that is at least 8.5 inches by 11 inches in size informing the consumer about the environmental threats
of run-off and referencing New Hampshire laws relative to fertilizer application.

II. The department shall design the turf fertilizer information sign and make it available on-line to
retailers in the form of a PDF or other digital document.

ITI. The signs shall contain information about the environmental threats posed by nutrient run-off into
water bodies and the restrictions on application of fertilizer to turf and lawns in RSA 431:4-e.

5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2025.
The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Ways and Means.

HB 1294-FN, relative to prohibiting the state of New Hampshire from enforcing the regulations of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Allison Knab for Environment and Agriculture. While the original bill, which would have prohibited
the State of New Hampshire from enforcing the regulations of the Environmental Protection Agency,
was considered untenable by the committee and by advisement from the Department of Environmental
Services, we heard in committee that it did seek to address a real issue. Some towns in New Hampshire
are seeking clarity on their alleged violation of federal environmental standards with regard to water
quality and looking for assistance with their ability to fund the means to address these alleged viola-
tions. The committee amendment would replace the original language of the bill and seeks to address
these real concerns through the formation of a committee to study ways to facilitate municipal compli-
ance with federal Clean Water Act requirements. Questions the committee will seek to address include
having the Department of Environmental Services assume the role of National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System permitting authority, as happens in many other states; considering additional ways
municipalities can fund requirements around the federal Clean Water Act; and considering the possibil-
ity of legislation around regional sewage management programs that would help with adherence to the
federal Clean Water Act. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0487h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT establishing a committee to study ways to facilitate municipal compliance with Clean Water Act
requirements.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Committee Established. There is established a committee to study ways to facilitate municipal compli-
ance with Clean Water Act requirements.

2 Membership and Compensation.

I. The members of the committee shall be as follows:

(a) Three members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives.
(b) One member of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.

IT. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to the duties
of the committee.

3 Duties. The committee shall review RSA 426 and RSA 434 and assess the following:

I. Would having the department of environmental services assume National Pollutant Discharge Elimi-
nation System (NPDES) permitting authority help municipalities better meet the requirements of the Clean
Water Act?

I1. How can the state help municipalities acquire more funding to meet Clean Water Act NPDES require-
ments?

Would enabling legislation for regional sewage management programs help smaller municipalities meet Clean
Water Act NPDES requirements?

4 Chairperson; Quorum. The members of the study committee shall elect a chairperson from among the
members. The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the first-named house member. The first
meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section. Three members of
the committee shall constitute a quorum.
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5 Report. The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the
speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the
governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2024.

6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill establishes a committee to study ways to facilitate municipal compliance with Clean Water Act
requirements.
The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1327, relative to the definition of farmers’ market. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Judy Aron for Environment and Agriculture. The sponsor of this bill requested that the committee vote
Inexpedient to Legislate because the bill was based on erroneous information. Since it was too late to with-
draw the bill, we had to hold a hearing at which we introduced the bill, promptly closed the hearing, and
then voted Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 17-0.

HB 1565-FN, relative to the sale of homestead food to consumers and local food production. OUGHT TO
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Matthew Coulon for Environment and Agriculture. This bill amends RSA 143-A:12 to allow certain types
of high acid processed foods, like pickled vegetables, relishes and salsa, to be produced and sold by homestead
food producers. The amended bill was reached through compromise with the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services (DHHS) Food Safety Division and members of the committee to achieve an outcome everyone
felt was safe and responsible. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0473h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT  relative to the definition of potentially hazardous food.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Homestead Food License Required; Potentially Hazardous Food; Definition. Amend RSA 143-A:12, I(b)
to read as follows:

(b) “Potentially hazardous food” means foods requiring temperature control for safety because they
are capable of supporting the rapid growth of pathogenic or toxigenic microorganisms, and the growth of toxin
production of clostridium botulinum. Potentially hazardous foods also include [processed-acidified-and] low
acid canned foods.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill removes “processed acidified” food from the definition of potentially hazardous food.
The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Ways and Means.

HB 1572-FN, prohibiting using mRNA technology in food and requiring the labeling of lab grown meat and
food containing insects. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Nicholas Germana for Environment and Agriculture. As indicated in the title, this bill combines several
separate concerns into one bill: use of mRNA technology in food sold in New Hampshire, labeling of meat
grown in laboratories for sale in New Hampshire, and labeling of food purposefully containing insects for sale
in New Hampshire. Provisions in the bill dealing with mRNA technology are complex and unworkable because
of a lack of clarity regarding the current and future potential uses of this technology in food products. While
concerns about proper labeling of food for consumers are worthy of consideration, requiring specific labeling
for New Hampshire — independent of changes in federal regulations — is problematic and unworkable. That
kind of labeling would have to be mandated at a federal level. The committee sees a possible path forward
for addressing these concerns through drafting and sending a letter to the New Hampshire federal delega-
tion requesting diligent attention to the rights of consumers accomplished through federal truth in labeling
legislation so that consumers will know what is in the food they are buying. Vote 20-0.

HB 1618-FN, mandating a cooperative agreement with USDA for “organic” certification. INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Barbara Comtois for Environment and Agriculture. The bill, while well intentioned, would have man-
dated that the New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food (DAMF) enter into a cooperative
agreement with the US Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic Program. As we learned in committee
this bill is unsustainable. Not only do we not have the personnel (at least 8 additional new hires), but the
cost to fund this program would be over % of a million dollars annually. It would also require us to certify
farm products that we do not currently certify. There are several entities already certified by the USDA here
in New England that our certified organic farms can use for organic certification. Vote 20-0.
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HB 1685-FN, redefining “homestead foods” as “artisan foods,” creating an artisan food operations exemption,
establishing artisan food products sales venues, and allowing the production and sale of artisan food products
requiring refrigeration. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Judy Aron for Environment and Agriculture. This bill seeks to make some significant changes to the
Food Services Licensure Law (RSA 143-A). The bill redefines homestead foods as artisan foods, creates a
licensure exemption for those foods and allows the production, sale, and distribution of those artisan foods.
The committee recognizes the importance of encouraging local community small scale food production, but
also understands the concerns of the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Food Safety Divi-
sion with regard to risks involved with the expansion of unlicensed and/or uninspected food production in
non-commercial kitchens. The committee therefore would like to have some time to study this issue more
closely and seek ways to expand local food production and encourage “cottage food” entrepreneurship with-
out compromising food safety. To that end, our plan is to gather together food producers, DHHS Food Safety
representatives, Environment and Agriculture committee members, and other interested parties, to study
current New Hampshire food safety and licensure law and see where changes, improvements, and possible
lifting of restrictions can be made. Vote 18-2.

CACR 21, relating to the oath of civil officers. Providing that the default oath of office shall be a non-religious
oath. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Jaci Grote for Executive Departments and Administration. This constitutional amendment concurrent
resolution would change the default oath of office for civil officers from a religious oath to non-religious oath.
The majority of the committee felt that this change was as not necessary as the option to use whatever oath is
preferred is already available. Furthermore, the oath change would not have applied to town officers. Vote 13-1.

HB 1016, relative to the New Hampshire state flag. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Jaci Grote for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill requires the words “Live Free or
Die” be added below the state seal on the New Hampshire state flag. The committee learned that the North
American Vexillological Association has design rules for flags and the New Hampshire flag is ranked as a
badly designed flag because it uses the state seal on the flag. Although there was a general agreement that
the New Hampshire flag needs a redesign, the majority of the committee did not think adding our motto would
make it more interesting. The committee also thought public input would be more appropriate to design a
new flag should the legislature have that goal in the future. Vote 12-2.

HB 1211-FN, relative to part-time employment of a retirement system retiree. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Matthew Simon for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill was brought forward as a
mechanism to address workforce shortages by increasing the number of hours a person can work for an em-
ployer of the New Hampshire Retirement System (NHRS) while still collecting a retirement benefit. The com-
mittee feels that increasing the cap from 1,352 hours to 1,872 hours annually is unnecessary since employees
are not maxing out the number of hours currently allowed. Furthermore, the increase would average out to
36 hours a week, bringing the employee back to full time status. Allowing employees to work full time while
not paying into the retirement system weakens the overall system and shifts costs to other employers in the
NHRS. For these reasons the committee found the bill Inexpedient to legislate. Vote 20-0.

HB 1433-FN, relative to the donation of archival records to the state. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Jeffrey Goley for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill formally allows the Division of
Archives and Vital Records within the Secretary of State’s office to accept donations of archival materials
and potential monetary donations to restore and maintain archival materials. As amended, it also increases
the labor grade for two Records Clerk positions within the division. The division testified the cost of the labor
grade increase will be less than $5K and the lapse related to vacancies can cover the increase. Vote 13-0.

Amendment (0662h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to the donation of archival records to the state and relative to classified positions in the
secretary of state’s office.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:
2 Secretary of State’s Office; Archives and Records Management Division; Classified Positions.
I. The following vacant, classified positions in the archives and records management division of the
secretary of state’s office are hereby abolished at the close of business on September 30, 2024:
(a) SOC 43 band 1 stock clerk II (18097).
(b) SOC 43 band 1 stock clerk II (11358).
I1. The following classified positions are hereby established in the archives and records management
division of the secretary of state’s office:
(a) SOC 43 band 2 stock clerk III.
(b) SOC 43 band 2 stock clerk III.
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ITI. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for the sum necessary to fund the stock clerk III posi-
tions referenced in paragraph II out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.
3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill permits the secretary of state to accept historical records and objects and donations for their main-
tenance and provides updated staffing and funding. The bill also abolishes certain classified positions in the
secretary of state’s office and makes an appropriation to the department to fund certain additional positions
in the archives and records management division.

HB 1454-FN, relative to benefits for New Hampshire child care employees. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Jaci Grote for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill allows licensed daycare workers
to participate in the state employer’s healthcare benefits with the caveat that they pay for it. Providing this
benefit was thought to enhance job opportunities for these employees. Although the committee recognizes the
need for daycare workers, we did not agree that this mechanism would serve that purpose. Although the risk
pool is considered small, this measure enrollment would significantly increase the pool, putting constraints
on the existing system. Furthermore, this policy would open the door for other individuals to participate in
a healthcare program originally designed for state employees. Vote 19-0.

HB 1024, relative to the use of air rifles for hunting game. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Carroll Brown for Fish and Game and Marine Resources. The prime sponsor of the bill brought forward
that due to the improvements in the design and capabilities of “air guns” that there is interest in using them
for hunting small, medium, and large game animals. An amendment was offered to clarify the calibers that
could be used for each type of game. As a result of comments that the prime sponsor received before the
hearing, he stated that the bill should go to interim study while the capabilities, particularly the lethality, of
these air guns can be fully tested and verified in New Hampshire. There was concern in the committee about
verifying that these air guns would be adequate to assure that animals are not injured and left to die. New
Hampshire Fish and Game Commission is in opposition to the bill until the suggested testing is completed
including understanding what the impacts of New Hampshire changing temperatures would be on the air
pressure that would be available for shooting, for example the impact on lethality. Additionally, more study
needs to be done to see if there is an impact on New Hampshire Fish and Game due to potential significant
loss of federal revenue associated with the Pittman Robertson Act. The committee was in agreement that this
bill is worthwhile but needs to go to interim study for the reasons noted above. Vote 17-0.

HB 1148, relative to the fish and game commission. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Kimberly Abare for Fish and Game and Marine Resources. The proposed bill aims to revise multiple as-
pects of RSA 206 related to the Fish and Game Commission, with a particular emphasis on the appointment,
qualifications, and dismissal procedures for commission members. Proposed alterations include broadening
the nomination process, delineating specific qualifications for commissioners, and detailing removal proto-
cols. Following the recommendation of the bill’s sponsor, the committee has opted to refer the bill to interim
study. Vote 18-1.

HB 1532, relative to land owner rights and responsibility pertaining to game cameras and tree stands. RE-
FER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Jeffrey Goley for Fish and Game and Marine Resources. Changes were made last year to the statute
regarding game cameras and tree stands and Fish and Game has been promoting these changes. The majority
of the committee agrees some changes may need to be made in this statute, including when tree stands need
to be removed, we believe making changes less than a year after implementation could be confusing to those
who have already seen them. And this would also require Fish and Game to once again promote these new
changes in a short period of time. A study committee would allow for the time to work on the proper changes
and also let the current laws passed last year be implemented. Vote 18-1.

HB 1661-FN, relative to immunization reporting requirements. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Yury Polozov for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The committee agrees that it is in the
public interest to have better data on health outcomes and on causes of death. At the same time, we need to
ensure that the proposed legislation does not conflict with other statutes regarding the vaccine registry, and
has a clear, workable path to implementation. Moreover, the committee feels it needs to hear from profes-
sionals who will be able to provide additional information on death certificates. For these reasons, we ask to
send this bill to Interim Study. Vote 19-1.

HB 1072-FN, relative to prohibiting employers from using polygraph testing. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Lino Avellani for Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. This bill prohibits certain employers
from using polygraph testing. Testimony relating to this bill brought up quite a few issues with the use of
polygraph testing outside of hiring practices. For those reasons and others, we recommend not to move for-
ward with this bill. Vote 19-0.
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HB 1315-FN, relative to the definition of wages for purposes of unemployment compensation. INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Brian Seaworth for Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. The committee, at the request of the
sponsor, agreed to recommend this bill Inexpedient to Legislate. The sponsor explained to the committee that
the concept needed more work before being proposed as law. Vote 19-0.

HB 1597-FN, relative to the maximum weekly unemployment benefit amount. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Brian Seaworth for Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. When a worker has become unem-
ployed through no fault of their own and begins receiving unemployment benefits, that worker may work
part time while seeking a return to full time employment. If the worker earns less than 30% of the weekly
benefit amount, there is no impact on benefits received. Above that threshold, earned wages reduce the benefit
dollar for dollar. This bill was submitted to allow a part-time worker to keep some of those additional earn-
ings above the cap. The committee also has HB 1522 (and, potentially, a bill from the other chamber) which
would revamp unemployment compensation. Our vote to refer this bill for Interim Study reflects a desire
to implement its intent within one of the larger policy changes as an amendment to another bill. Vote 19-0.

HB 1668-FN, relative to establishing a 4-day work week. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Mike Drago for Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. This bill, if passed, creates a 32-hour work
week. New Hampshire businesses will now be faced with less work time per employee. This will result in an
increase in wait times for services as businesses already struggling to meet demand will now have employees
working fewer hours per week. Employers will be faced with trying to hire additional employees, which will
exacerbate the already tight labor market and worker shortage New Hampshire is facing. The second half of
the bill requires employers to pay overtime for any hours worked over eight hours in one day. This will take
away the ability of a business to choose to pay overtime as an accumulation of hours over an entire work week
or pay off daily hours. Forcing a business into policies such as this is not the New Hampshire way. Vote 20-0.

HB 1052, relative to the format of excavating and dredging permit applications. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.

Rep. Richard Brown for Municipal and County Government. This bill simplifies and clarifies the permitting
process for excavation and dredging. The new process requires only one copy of the paper documents and one
digital copy of the documents. Changing the paper copy requirement from four to one reduces reproduction
expense and also storage space requirements for the documents handled in municipalities. Providing a digital
copy allows electronic storage of the documents, simple posting on local or state websites and easy transfer
or retrieval of the documents. Vote 19-0.

Amendment (0354h)

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
1 Excavating and Dredging Permit; Certain Exemptions; Format. Amend RSA 482-A:3, I(a)(1) to read as
follows:

(1) A complete application form that has been signed by the town or city clerk of the municipality in which
the impacts to jurisdiction are located or, if the impacts to jurisdiction are located in more than one municipality,
by the city or town clerk of each such municipality, certifying that the municipality has received [4-copies] one
paper and one digital copy of the form and attachments as provided in subparagraph (a)(2). Such digital
copy shall be provided as a PDF or other digital format approved by the department. The town or city
clerk shall send a digital or paper copy (as requested by the body) of the form and attachments to the local
governing body, the municipal plannlng board if any, and the mun1c1pa1 conservation commission, if any, and
shall retain [ene] a copy [to-ben ; S blie]. Applications and fees for projects by
agencies of the state may be filed dlrectly w1th the department with [4-copies] one paper and one digital
copy of the application, plan, and map filed at the same time with the town or city clerk. Such digital copy
shall be provided as a PDF or other digital format approved by the department.

HB 1105-FN-L, relative to application of a local tax cap. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Diane Pauer for Municipal and County Government. This bill, as amended, clarifies the legislative intent
of RSA 32:5-b, I, Local Tax Cap. The purpose of a local tax cap is to limit the tax effort of warrant articles
that raise, and appropriate money as recommended by the elected body (i.e. governing body or official budget
committee) at the annual meeting. Accordingly, a local tax cap is not a “spending cap”—it is a “tax effort” cap.
Presently, a local tax cap, which is enabling statute, is being incorrectly interpreted and improperly applied in
a number of the towns and districts that have adopted this provision. These towns and districts erroneously
interpret the term “the budget” to exclusively mean the operating budget. Under this section, “the budget” is
actually the operating budget warrant article and all other warrant articles with a tax impact. Additionally,
this bill further clarifies that the estimated amount of local taxes to be raised for the fiscal year, as presented
by the elected body shall not exceed the local taxes raised for the prior year, adjusted by the tax cap autho-
rized when the section was adopted. The amendment to the bill replaces the term “appropriations” in the
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original bill language with “warrant articles with a tax impact” since an appropriation is an authorization by
the legislative body granted to the governing body to spend a certain sum of money designated for a certain
purpose. Finally, this bill, as amended, does not affect the voters’ ability to override a local tax cap nor does
it limit the voters’ authority to increase or decrease the amount of any appropriation or the total amount of
all appropriations. Vote 18-1.

Amendment (0212h)

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

1 Local Tax Cap. Amend RSA 32:5-b, I to read as follows:

I. In a town or district that has adopted this section, the estimated amount of local taxes to be raised for the
fiscal year[;as-shownon-the] shall include the operating budget and all other warrant articles with
a tax impact, certified by the governing body or the budget committee and posted [with] on the warrant
for the annual meeting pursuant to RSA 32:5[;]. The estimated amount of local taxes to be raised for
the fiscal year shall not exceed the local taxes raised for the prior year, as shown on the same budget and
adjusted as provided in paragraph I-a, by more than the tax cap authorized when this section was adopted.

HB 1154, relative to property tax exemptions for certain disabled veterans. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.

Rep. Diane Pauer for Municipal and County Government. This bill, as amended, clarifies RSA 72:36-a, Cer-
tain Disabled Veterans, to more precisely define eligibility criterion. The statute has proven to be confusing
in its interpretation and application. As a result, both veterans and municipalities incorrectly believe that
certain disabled veterans qualify for this property tax exemption when in fact they do not qualify. First, this
bill adds a reference to the New Hampshire statutory definition of a Veteran under RSA 21:50. Second, this
bill’s added language clarifies the eligibility requirement that the veteran must own a home adapted with
an approved Special Adapted Housing (SAH) grant or with a Special Home Adaptation (SHA) grant obtained
through the Veterans Administration (VA), or that the veteran must own a home that has been specially
adapted having been acquired from the sale of a previously owned home that had been adapted through an
approved SAH grant or SHA grant obtained through the VA. Third, the amended bill language adds a reference
to the statutory definition of a surviving spouse under RSA 72:29, V, pertaining to the eligibility criterion for
surviving spouses. By more precisely defining eligibility criterion for the Certain Disabled Veterans property
tax exemption, the bill, as amended, makes it easier for veterans, surviving spouses, and municipalities to
understand the law and importantly for municipalities to correctly and fairly grant the property tax exemp-
tion to those who qualify. Vote 19-0.

Amendment (0198h)

Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 72:36-a as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with
the following:
72:36-a Certain Dlsabled Veterans Any person Who is dlscharged from mlhtary service of the Un1ted

; Admintstration;] and who meets the veteran eltgzbtltty
crtterta establtshed by RSA 21 50 and who owns a home which has been specially adapted by the
Veterans Administration through an approved Special Adapted Housing (SAH) or Special Home
Adaptation (SHA) grant or owns a home that has been specially adapted and has been acquired
using proceeds from the sale of such an SAH or SHA home, the person or person’s surviving spouse, as
defined in RSA 72:29, V, shall be exempt from all taxation on said homestead, provided that:

HB 1258-L, relative to a waiver from property taxes for disabled veterans. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Richard Brown for Municipal and County Government. This bill would allow municipalities to provide
a 100% tax credit for veterans with a service-connected total disability. The current law has an upper limit
of $4,000. The primary issues are that this revision would provide no upper limit on the proposed credit and
has no qualifications in regard to income in order to receive the credit. Municipalities would also have dif-
ficulty in determining the impact of these credits on its tax rate year to year with the 100% credit. Vote 19-0.

HB 1708-FN, relative to local records retention. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Len Turcotte for Municipal and County Government. The chairman of the House Judiciary Committee
requested that the contents of this bill be incorporated into a Judiciary bill, therefore the committee voted
unanimously to Inexpedient to Legislate this bill. Vote 16-0.

HB 1202-FN, relative to the issuance of permits for the alteration of driveways exiting onto public ways.
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Bill Boyd for Public Works and Highways. This bill is a product of the Special Committee on Housing
that places reasonable timelines on the New Hampshire Department of Transportation to sign driveway
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permits relating to housing. The Special Committee on Housing crafted the initial language of the bill and
the Public Works and Highways Committee vetted and changed some language to get it to a unanimous
bipartisan vote. Vote 18-0.

Amendment (0706h)
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

1 Driveway Construction Permits. Amend RSA 236:13, IV-V to read as follows:

IV. No construction permit shall allow:

(a) A driveway, entrance, exit, or approach to be constructed more than 50 feet in width, except that
a driveway, entrance, exit, or approach may be flared beyond a width of 50 feet at its junction with the high-
way to accommodate the turning radius of vehicles expected to use the particular driveway, entrance, exit or
approach.

(b) More than 2 driveways, entrances, exits, or approaches from any one highway to any one parcel
of land unless the frontage along that highway exceeds 500 feet.

IV-a. For any existing or proposed residential use of land, including multifamily development,
the department shall issue the permit described in paragraph II within 30 days of filing. If the
department fails to approve or deny a permit within that time it shall issue a permit by default,
which shall allow the applicant to proceed with the project as presented in the application. Such
default permit shall be issued by the department within 5 business days following default and may
contain a statement indicating that the department has not fully reviewed the plan. The depart-
ment and the applicant may by mutual agreement extend any of the deadlines in this section.

V. The same powers concerning highways under their jurisdiction as are conferred upon the commissioner
of transportation by paragraphs I, II, ITI, and IV shall be conferred upon the planning board or governing
body in cities and towns in which the planning board or governing body has been granted the power to regu-
late the grading and improvement of streets within a subdivision as provided in RSA 674:35, and they shall
adopt such regulations as are necessary to carry out the provisions of this section. Such regulations may
delegate administrative duties, including actual issuance of permits, to a highway agent, board of selectmen,
or other qualified official or body. Such regulations, or any permit issued under them, may contain provisions
governing the breach, removal, and reconstruction of stone walls or fences within, or at the boundary of, the
public right of way, and any landowner or landowner’s agent altering a boundary in accordance with such
provisions shall be deemed to be acting under a mutual agreement with the city or town pursuant to RSA
472:6, II(a). The planning board or its delegate shall not be subject to the timelines in paragraph
II, but its regulations shall specify a reasonable time for it or its delegate to act on permits under
this section, which shall not exceed 65 days.

The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1234-FN, relative to the repair of class VI roads not maintained by a municipality. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Martin Jack for Public Works and Highways. RSA 231:81-a was enacted in 2019 to address the prob-
lem that residents on private roads could not obtain certain types of federally guaranteed mortgages in the
absence of a written agreement to maintain the road. This bill would extend the same provisions to Class VI
roads, which are unmaintained public roads, so that residents who refuse to fund maintenance can be sued.
The committee heard testimony that there is no problem obtaining mortgages on Class VI roads. The only
testimony in support of the bill came from one citizen. Stakeholders such as Timberland Owners Association
and the Farm Bureau are opposed to the bill because it mandates spending private funds on public assets
and arriving at a methodology to apportion the cost “equitably” is difficult when there are widely varying
demands on the road made by different property owners. Vote 19-0.

HB 1262-FN, relative to the installation of a traffic signal at the intersection of Route 111 and Ermer Road
in Salem. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. David Milz for Public Works and Highways. This bill as written would have required the New Hampshire
Department of Transportation to install a traffic signal in the town of Salem. This intersection improvement
is already in the Ten-Year Transportation Improvement Plan, Project Number 43790, and is in the process
of design review. If this change were to be made to the Ten-Year Transportation Improvement Plan, it would
delay the safety improvement. Vote 18-1.

HB 1439-FN, relative to vehicle registrations and reciprocal toll collection enforcement agreements. INEX-
PEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Bill Boyd for Public Works and Highways. This bill was created to tackle constituent concerns regarding
the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) EZPass program for the turnpike system. Those concerns include
users not being assessed timely for unpaid fees due to transience and being assessed a higher user fee for not
participating in the EZPass program. Non-payment of these user fees could also result in suspension of the
vehicle’s registration. The bill sought to ease the financial burden of users by eliminating the administrative
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fees associated with toll collection in New Hampshire and with other states where New Hampshire retains
reciprocity agreements for toll collections. The DOT opposed the bill citing a myriad of financial concerns
relating to turnpike operations. All tolls collected through EZPass are redirected back into the system to
maintain the roads and infrastructure within the system for the user’s benefit. Users are required to pay
the toll at the time of collection with several options available to users when timely payment is not available
to the user. The committee believes that the options available to turnpike users provide ample opportunity
to settle up with the turnpike when a user is impacted by an inability to pay the toll. Eliminating the ad-
ministrative fees associated with managing the turnpike system would cost the turnpike money and there
could be further impact to our interstate EZPass users with the reciprocity agreements New Hampshire has
established with other states. Vote 19-0.

HB 1631, relative to extending the commission to study revenue alternatives to the road toll. OUGHT TO
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Mark McConkey for Public Works and Highways. This bill extends the legislative study commission on
revenue alternatives to the road toll, popularly known as the gas tax, for the funding of improvements to the
state’s highways and bridges. A commission originally established in 2023 has made great progress to date ex-
ploring alternatives to the road toll for electric powered, hybrid, and fuel-efficient vehicles, and is studying other
emerging vehicle fuels and technologies, for funding improvements to the state’s highways and bridges, ensuring
that all motor vehicles contribute proportionally to their impact on New Hampshire’s highway infrastructure.
The amendment to this bill expands the charge of the commission to examine all vehicle registration fees. The
commission will be extended to December of 2026 and this bill would take effect upon its passage. Vote 19-0.

Amendment (0525h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT establishing the commission to study revenue alternatives to the road toll, road toll registra-
tion charges, and revenue alternatives to vehicle registration fees to fund highway and bridge
improvements.

Amend the section heading as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
21-J:49 Commission to Study Revenue Alternatives to the Road Toll and Vehicle Registration Fees.
Amend RSA 21-J:49, I as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

I. There is established a commission to study revenue alternatives to the road toll, road toll registration
charges, and revenue alternatives to vehicle registration fees, including electric vehicle registration fees, to
fund improvements to the state’s highways and bridges and their resulting improvements to the environment.
Amend RSA 21-J:49, IV(a) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

(a) Study revenue alternatives to the road toll, road toll registration charges, and revenue alternatives
to vehicle registration fees, including electric vehicle registration fees, and may study other emerging vehicle
fuels and technologies, to fund improvements to the state’s highways and bridges, ensuring that all motor
vehicles contribute proportionally to their impact on New Hampshire’s highway infrastructure, including
vehicles registered out of state that may no longer be subject to the road toll.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill establishes a commission to study revenue alternatives to the road toll, road toll registration
charges, and revenue alternatives to vehicle registration fees, including electric vehicle registration fees, to

fund improvements to the state’s highways and bridges and their resulting improvements to the environment.
This bill is a request of the commission established in 2023, 87:1.

HB 1114, extending the commission to investigate and analyze the environmental and public health impacts
relating to releases of perfluorinated chemicals in the air, soil, and groundwater in Merrimack, Bedford,
Londonderry, and Litchfield. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Rosemarie Rung for Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill will extend the five-year term
of the Commission on the Environmental and Public Health Impacts of Perfluorinated Chemicals, first es-
tablished in statute in 2019, for an additional five years. The commission has made great progress in data
collection, education, legislative recommendations, etc. but there are continuing issues to address, including
the decommissioning of the Saint-Gobain facility this year and a Phase III cancer study. As amended, the
Town of Hudson will be added to the commission as they have been shown to be impacted by Saint-Gobain
contamination and are a key geography for water line extensions to replace contaminated wells. Vote 19-0.

Amendment (0267h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT extending the commission to investigate and analyze the environmental and public health impacts
relating to releases of perfluorinated chemicals in the air, soil, and groundwater in Merrimack,
Bedford, Londonderry, Hudson and Litchfield.
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Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Commission on the Environmental and Public Health Impacts of Perfluorinated Chemicals; Hudson
Included. Amend RSA 126-A:79-a, I through II(a)(9) to read as follows:

I. There is established a commission to study environmental and public health impacts resulting from
per fluorinated chemicals (PFAS) releases to the air, soil, and water in Merrimack, Litchfield, Londonderry,
Hudson, and Bedford.

IT.(a) The members of the commission shall be as follows:

(1) Five members of the house of representatives, 3 of whom shall be appointed by the speaker of
the house of representatives and 2 of whom shall be appointed by the house minority leader.

(2) Two members of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.

(3) The program manager from the department of health and human services environmental public
health tracking program, or designee.

(4) The commissioner of the department of environmental services, or designee.

(5) The director of the university of New Hampshire Institute for Health Policy and Practice, or
designee.

(6) A representative from the New Hampshire Medical Society, appointed by the society.

(7) Two citizens with backgrounds in environmental science and/or public health, recommended by
the senators appointed to the commission and appointed by the president of the senate.

(8) A representative from each of the affected towns of Merrimack, Bedford, Londonderry, Hudson,
and Litchfield, appointed by the governing body of such town.

(9) [Four] Five residents, one from each of the affected towns of Merrimack, Bedford, Londonderry,
Hudson, and Litchfield, who are members of drinking water related environmental advocacy citizen organiza-
tions which are not affiliated with any government or state agency, recommended by the senators appointed
to the commission and appointed by the president of the senate.

2 Commission on the Environmental and Public Health Impacts of Perfluorinated Chemicals; Reporting

Date Extended. Amend RSA 126-A:79-a, V to read as follows:

V. The commission shall submit an interim report of its findings on November 1, each year between
2020 and [2024] 2028, and a final report of its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to
the speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the
governor, and the state library on or before November 1, [2024] 2029.

3 Prospective Repeal Extended; Commission on the Environmental and Public Health Impacts of Perfluo-
rinated Chemicals. Amend RSA 2019, 335:3, I to read as follows:

I. Section 2 of this act shall take effect November 1, [2024] 2029.

4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill extends for 5 years the commission to investigate and analyze the environmental and public health

impacts relating to releases of perfluorinated chemicals in the air, soil, and groundwater in Merrimack, Bed-
ford, Londonderry, Hudson, and Litchfield.

HB 1140, relative to requirements for homeowner installations of septic systems. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.

Rep. Tim McGough for Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill allows a homeowner to install their
own “replacement” septic system or to repair an existing septic system provided they comply with the same
rules and regulations already in place by the Department of Environmental Services in regard to such systems.
This bill had bipartisan support and supports a homeowner’s right to improve and maintain their property
without undue regulations. The amendment clarifies the specific requirements, such as those required for a
new system versus a replacement system or repairing an existing system. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0219h)

Amend RSA 485-A:36, II as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

II.(a) Any person who desires to install @ replacement waste disposal system or to repair a waste
disposal system for [his] their own domicile shall not be required to obtain an installer’s permit as provided
in paragraph I, provided [he-complies] they comply with rules adopted by the department relative to such
systems.

(b) Any person who desires to install a new waste disposal system for a property they are
developing to be their own domicile shall not be required to obtain an installer’s permit as provided
in paragraph I, provided that:

(1) The person complies with rules adopted by the department relative to such systems;
(2) The property owner or a permitted septic system installer perform all work to construct
the waste disposal system;
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(3) The property owner hires a permitted septic system designer or permitted septic system
installer to certify that the waste disposal system, including but not limited to the base of the ef-
fluent disposal area, was constructed in accordance with the approved design and rules adopted
by the department relative to such systems; and

(4) The property owner certifies through an affidavit that the property will be their do-
micile for at least 2 years, starting from the date on which the waste disposal system receives ap-
proval to operate from the department, violation of which will be subject to penalties pursuant to
RSA 485-A:43.

III. The department shall adopt rules pursuant to RSA 541-A relative to this section.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill enables a homeowner to install a new or replacement waste disposal system in their own domicile
without a permit.

HB 1143, including control of cyanobacteria blooms under the New Hampshire clean lakes program. OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Rosemarie Rung for Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill is a recommendation included in
the Cyanobacteria Response Plan prepared by the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services
(NHDES) with input from the plan’s community advisory committee. It proposes to expand the New Hampshire
Clean Lakes Program as defined in RSA 487:17 to support the actions necessary to remediate cyanobacteria
blooms. As amended, the bill ensures consistency with other state statutes and administrative rules. The
amended version allows NHDES to issue permits for physical and chemical in-lake treatments, with consul-
tation with the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department. These activities are currently permitted under
RSA 485-A, but it makes sense to consolidate that authority in the same place as the other cyanobacteria
and lake management provisions. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0369h)

Amend RSA 487:17, IV(b) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

(2) The most environmentally sound treatment technique determined by water quality
analysis shall be used, which also meets the requirements adopted in administrative rules, in-
cluding rules adopted under RSA 430. Notwithstanding any law or interagency agreement to the
contrary, the department’s recommendation to use chemical applications or physical treatments
shall be made in consultation with the fish and game department.

Amend the bill by inserting after section 1 the following and renumbering the original section 2 to read as 3:
2 New Paragraph; New Hampshire Clean Lakes Program; Rulemaking. Amend RSA 487:24 by inserting
after paragraph VII-c the following new paragraph:
VII-d. The issuance of permits for in-lake management projects including but not limited to the use of chemi-
cal or physical in-lake treatments for the specific purposes of preventing or remediating cyanobacteria blooms.

HB 1209, relative to observers in motorboats. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Jessica LaMontagne for Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill provides that an observer is not
required in a motorboat towing water skiers, aquaplanes, or similar devices, or while engaged in wake surfing,
when the motorboat is equipped with a mirror allowing the operator to view the water skiers. Specifically, the
bill amends statute (that an observer is not required in specific circumstances if the boat is equipped with a
wide angle, 48 square inch mirror) to allow no observer with any mirror. The intent is to allow a jet skier to
pull a person on a water sport device with no observer and a simple handlebar mirror. The Department of
Safety opposed the bill because one person could not both operate the boat and assist an injured person back
to shore, and the committee unanimously agreed the bill was a detriment to safety. Vote 20-0.

HB 1229, relative to the purchase and sale of any interest in real property abutting public waters. REFER
FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Rosemarie Rung for Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill intends to provide new shoreland
property owners at time of sale with a notification of their responsibilities under the Shoreland Protection
Water Quality Act. New Hampshire Department of Environmental Service (NHDES) and the New Hampshire
Realtors Association agree that this is important for shoreland owners, but there may be alternatives to more
effectively make this notification to not only new owners, but existing owners as well. The committee voted
unanimously for Interim Study for these opportunities to be explored. Vote 20-0.

HB 1249, relative to the towing of inflatables by motorboats. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Tim McGough for Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill modifies and clarifies existing lan-
guage on the number of observers required aboard a watercraft when towing an inflatable. Current law allows
up to six towables with up to six passengers. This new language clarifies that one observer is acceptable per
towable with less than three people on it, and two observers for up to six people on two separate inflatables,
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with a limit on two towed inflatables per water craft without a special permit such as for a waterski show as
required in existing law. The bill has bipartisan support along with Marine Patrol support for the clarifying
language as discussed in the amendment. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0417h)

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

1 Motorboats; Towing of Inflatables. Amend RSA 270-D:3, III to read as follows:

ITI. No more than 6 persons may be towed at any time on one or more inflatable tubes and no more than
2 persons may be towed on water skis, aquaplanes, or other devices from the same motorboat at the same
time. When 3 or more persons are being towed on any device, 2 observers, in addition to the operator, shall
be in the towing vessel. For inflatables, only one observer is required when towing only one inflatable
with less than 3 people, and 2 observers for 2 inflatables with up to 6 people, but no more than 2
inflatables may be towed at a time. Such observers shall be 13 years of age or older. Notwithstanding this
paragraph, more than 2 skiers may be towed if a special permit is issued by the director.

HB 1485, establishing a committee to study the totality of circumstances surrounding the COVID-19 epidemic.
REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Larry Gagne for State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. The subject is being addressed through
other measures. The prime sponsor acknowledged this while also stating that his resolution needed work on its
language. He himself recommended the Interim Study option so the committee acceded to his wish. Vote 17-1.

HR 22, urging Congress to remove the exception from the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Con-
stitution: “except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted.” OUGHT TO
PASS.

Rep. Christine Seibert for State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. In 1796, a young, black woman named
Ona Judge fled Philadelphia to seek refuge in New Hampshire. Although she was a slave of then-President
George Washington, the Granite State protected her from capture. In her newfound freedom, Ona married,
worked, and raised children in our state. She lived a long life, dying at 75 years old at her home in Greenland,
New Hampshire. Our state has always been on the right side of history; consequently, the committee unani-
mously supports this resolution calling on Congress to close the loophole in the 13" Amendment. A resolution
is a statement representing the opinion of this legislature and does not have the effect of law. The loophole,
or exception, in the 13" Amendment, allows states to force prisoners into slave labor. New Hampshire does
not use slave labor in its correctional facilities. However, some prisons exist today on former plantation land
where prisoners still pick cotton to this very day. In passing this resolution, New Hampshire continues its
long, unbroken history of opposition to a very deep moral wrong. Vote 18-0.

SB 317, relative to establishing a New Hampshire-Ireland trade council. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Michael Moffett for State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. Ireland and New Hampshire have deep
historic ties, going back to 1719 when Irish settlers helped build a community in what is now Londonderry.
Our third governor, General John Sullivan, was from Ireland. New Hampshire is the most Irish state in
America, with 20% of Granite Staters boasting Irish ancestry. As over $400 million worth of New Hampshire
goods are exported to Ireland annually, a robust trade council would be helpful in maintaining good ties and
smooth exchanges of products and people. Vote 11-0.

CACR 18, relating to the tax exempt status of churches. Providing that churches shall not be exempt from
state taxes. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Fred Plett for Ways and Means. This bill would embed in the constitution a prohibition to granting tax
exempt status for churches. Churches have had this tax exempt status since the beginning of the country.
Churches can often provide social and welfare services to their constituents and the broader community
more efficiently than government. Tax impositions would drive many churches to close, requiring state and
local governments to pick up the newly unserved needs. The First Amendment to the US Constitution states
that Congress shall make no law in respect to an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof. This prevents government from establishing a church, but it does not prevent government from
even-handedly providing tax breaks or preventing churches from establishing themselves and providing
these services. Vote 20-0.

HB 1191-FN, relative to the establishment of an exemption to the meals and rooms tax for participants in
the restaurant voucher program. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Fred Plett for Ways and Means. This bill would eliminate the collection of meals and room tax by restau-
rants participating in the Meals on Wheels bureau of elderly and adult services restaurant voucher program.
Restaurants charge the state $13 for every meal provided through this program, including $1 for taxes, and
in round numbers, this charge would become $12 without the tax. The loss in revenue to the state in meals
and rooms tax will be made up since Meals on Wheels will ask for grants from the state for this program
which will also be $1 less. Vote 20-0.
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HB 1422-FN-A-L, relative to the rates of the business profits tax, business enterprise tax, communications
service tax, and meals and rooms tax. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Fred Plett for Ways and Means. This bill is an amalgamation of several potential tax cuts, including
reductions in the business profits tax rate, business enterprise tax rate, communications service tax, and
rooms and meals tax. Each of these potential tax cuts may have merit, and in future years could be taken
up individually, but this year is a non-budget year. It is prudent to take up any tax changes, up or down, in
a budget year when a fresh look can be taken of revenue estimates, revenues versus plan for the previous
biennium, and the potential impact of any such changes. Vote 20-0.

HB 1515-FN, relative to the meals and rooms tax rate. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Walter Spilsbury for Ways and Means. This bill would reduce the meals and rooms tax rate, only for
taxable meals, from 8.5 percent to 7.5 percent and set a minimum amount of revenue apportioned to towns.
The Department of Revenue Administration’s (DRA) fiscal note estimates a fiscal impact per year of $37.7
million for FY 2025, increasing to over $50 million in each of FY 2026 and FY 2027, for a cumulative 3-year
revenue impact of about $143 million. About a quarter of the revenue loss estimated beyond the first year is
attributable to the bill’s provision that would change the municipal revenue sharing scheme from a percent-
age of prior year meals and rooms revenue into one that would incorporate a guaranteed minimum figure,
which would compound the decline in net revenues available to support state expenses. The Ways and Means
Committee recently held hearings on several bills that would have either reduced or increased the rates of
various taxes that currently contribute a major portion of the state’s revenue projections and concluded that
on balance it would be unwise to move the dial significantly in either direction in the middle of the biennial
budget cycle. In this context, the committee wishes to hold two other bills for interim study, including HB
1422, a much more extensive bill that would reduce rates on both meals and rooms as well as reduce various
other tax rates, and HB 1492, which would reinstate the interest and dividends tax. The committee will have
ample opportunity to take action on bills such as these when the next biennial budget is being fashioned in
2025. Vote 19-0.

MOTION TO RECONSIDER

Having voted with the prevailing side, Rep. McCarter moved that the House reconsider its action whereby,
on a voice vote, the House adopted the motion to concur with the Senate Amendment on HB 154, relative to
electronic ballot counting devices.

Rep. McCarter spoke in favor and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 162 - NAYS 201

YEAS - 162
BELKNAP

Bean, Harry
McCarter, Nikki
Beaudoin, Richard

Avellani, Lino
MacDonald, John

Ames, Richard

Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Berezhny, Lex
Rochefort, David

Lekas, Alicia
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Infantine, William
Lascelles, Richard
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa

Comtois, Barbara
Nagel, David
Smart, Lisa

Belcher, Mike
Smith, Jonathan

Qualey, James

Murphy, Michael

Brown, Carroll
Sellers, John

Abare, Kimberly
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lewicke, John
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark

Dumais, Russell
O'Hara, Travis
Terry, Paul

CARROLL

Costable, Michael
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE
Thackston, Dick

COO0S
Ouellet, Mike

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Stringham, Jerry

HILLSBOROUGH
Boyd, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew

Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Ploszaj, Tom
Varney, Peter

Crawford, Karel
Brown, Richard

Nutting, Zachary

King, Seth

Greeson, Jeffrey

King, Bill
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
McGhee, Kat
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Reid, Karen



Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

Andrus, Louise
Carey, Lorrie
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Foote, Charles
Hobson, Deb
Walsh, Lilli
Melvin, Charles
Porcelli, Susan
Soti, Julius

Tripp, Richard
Vandecasteele, Susan
Yokela, Josh

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Newton, Clifford

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Bogert, Steven
St. Clair, Charlie

Burroughs, Anita
Woodcock, Stephen

Abbott, Michael
Faulkner, Barry

Jones, Philip
Santonastaso, Matthew

Davis, Arnold

Almy, Susan

Fellows, Sallie
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne

Murray, Alissandra
Beaulieu, Jane
Bradley, Amy
Ford, Damond
Dutzy, Sherry
Gibbons, Candace
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin
Lanza, Judi

Lloyd, Christal
Perez, Maria
Morton, Jennifer

22 FEBRUARY 2024 HOUSE RECORD

Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Layon, Erica
Ford, Oliver
Potucek, John
Spillane, James
True, Chris
Verville, Kevin

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Phinney, Brandon

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

Bordes, Mike
Trottier, Douglas

Cordelli, Glenn

Harvey, Cathryn
Filiault, Shaun
Newell, Jodi
Schapiro, Joe

Cascadden, Corinne

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Sullivan, Jared
Stavis, Laurel

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Murphy, Nancy

Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Perez, Kristine
Love, David
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin
Summers, James
Tudor, Paul
Vose, Michael

STRAFFORD

Burnham, Claudine
Kaczynski, Thomas
Potenza, Kelley

SULLIVAN

Rollins, Skip
Stone, Jonathan

NAYS - 201
BELKNAP

Coker, Matthew

CARROLL

Paige, David

CHESHIRE

Fox, Dru
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius
Weber, Lucy

COO0OSs

Kelley, Eamon

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Ladd, Rick

Sykes, George

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred

Gregg, Alicia

Heath, Mary

Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Nutter-Upham, Frances

Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Harley, Tina

Khan, Aboul
McMahon, Charles
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Quaratiello, Arlene
Cahill, Tim

Turer, Eric
Wallace, Scott

Connor, James
Turcotte, Len

Smith, Steven

Huot, David

McAleer, Chris

Eaton, Daniel
Hunt, John
Rhodes, Jennifer

Noél, Henry

Cormen, Thomas
Hoyt, Tommy
Lovett, Peter

Beauchemin, Paige
Bouldin, Amanda
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Freitas, Mary

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben

O'Brien, Michael
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Pedersen, Michael
Newman, Ray
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Turcotte, Alisson
Ebel, Karen
Lane, Connie
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Janigian, John
Knab, Allison
Pearson, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Osborne, Jason
Roy, Terry
Vallone, Mark

Ankarberg, Aidan
Cannon, Gerri
Grassie, Chuck
Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter
Vincent, Kenneth

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William

and the motion failed.
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Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

Aylward, Deborah
Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Janvrin, Jason
Lynn, Bob
Maggiore, Jim
McDonnell, Valerie
Rafter, Hal

Pearson, Stephen
MacDonald, Wayne

Bay, Luz

Conlin, Bill

Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Pare, Gail

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK

Brennan, Angela
Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Murray, Kate
Cahill, Michael
Malloy, Dennis
Meuse, David
Raynolds, Ned
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

STRAFFORD

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Selig, Loren

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Spier, Carry

Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

Caplan, Tony

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina
Wolf, Dan

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Paige, Mark
Manos, Zoe

Muns, Chris

Read, Ellen
Sweeney, Joe
Weyler, Kenneth

Rich, Cecilia

Smith, Geoffrey
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas

Merchant, Gary

REGULAR CALENDAR

HB 1111-FN, relative to the penalty for false reports of suspected abuse and neglect made to the division for
children, youth, and families. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Sheila Seidel for Children and Family Law. In committee, DCYF reported that an average of 10,000
calls are received annually regarding child abuse and/or neglect, 50% of which are weeded out. The Parents
Rights Foundation’s national statistics show that of 20,000 calls annually, 10,000 are weeded out, and that
83% of reports of child abuse are false reports, which increases to 96% when there is no penalty against false
reports. In New Hampshire, everyone is considered a mandatory reporter. Currently, New Hampshire does
not have any penalty to those who intentionally make false claims of child abuse and/or neglect. This bill,
as amended, removes immunity without imposing any penalty on one who reports in good faith. Vote 8-7.

Amendment (0245h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Child Protection Act; Reporting Law; Nature of Report; Liability. Amend RSA 169-C:30 and RSA 169-
C:31 to read as follows:

169-C:30 Nature and Content of Report. An oral report shall be made immediately by telephone or otherwise,
and followed within 48 hours by a report in writing, if so requested, to the department. Such report shall,
if known, contain the name and address of the child suspected of being neglected or abused and the person
responsible for the child’s welfare, the specific information indicating neglect or the nature and extent of the
child’s injuries (including any evidence of previous injuries), the identity of the person or persons suspected of
being responsible for such neglect or abuse, and any other information that might be helpful in establishing
neglect or abuse or that may be required by the department. Reports made to the department may include
the name, address, or phone number of the person or persons making the report of suspected abuse
or neglect of a child under this chapter. The department shall inform the complainant that should
the complaint be made maliciously or with the intent to harm, the complainant may be subject to
criminal and civil penalties.

169-C:31 Immunity From Liability.
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I. Anyone participating in good faith in the making of a report pursuant to this chapter or who provides
information or assistance, including medical evaluations or consultations, in connection with a report, inves-
tigation, or legal intervention pursuant to a good faith report of child abuse or neglect, is immune from any
liability, civil or criminal, that might otherwise be incurred or imposed. Any such participant has the same
immunity with respect to participation in any investigation by the department or judicial proceeding result-
ing from such report.

I1. Nothing in this section shall provide civil or criminal immunity for a mandatory reporter
who knowingly fails to make a report of suspected abuse or neglect under RSA 169-C:29 or for a
person who knowingly files a false report of abuse or neglect with malice or the intent to harm
under RSA 169-C:31-a.

2 New Sections; Child Abuse; Intentional False Report; Civil Liability. Amend RSA 169-C by inserting after
section 31 the following new sections:

169-C:31-a Intentional False Report of Abuse or Neglect. No person shall maliciously or with the intent to
harm make false statements of suspected child abuse or neglect as defined by RSA 169-C:3 to the department,
to any court, to any law enforcement agency, to any social services agency, or to any professional mandatory
reporter of suspected child abuse identified in RSA 169-C:29. Any person in violation of this section may be
subject to civil and criminal liability under RSA 169-C:31-b and RSA 169-C:39, respectively.

169-C:31-b Civil Liability.

I. Any person harmed by the intentional submission of a false report of abuse or neglect under RSA 169-C:31-
a may bring a civil action against the responsible party for monetary damages and other appropriate relief.

IT. Any person who, in their professional capacity as a mandatory reporter under RSA 169-C:29, know-
ingly or intentionally fails to report suspected abuse or neglect may be subject to civil liability, including
monetary damages, for the harm caused by the failure to report such abuse or neglect.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2025.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill provides that reports of suspected abuse and neglect may include the name of the person making
the report and that a report made maliciously or with the intent to cause harm may be subject to civil and
criminal penalties. The bill also provides that a person who in their professional capacity is a mandatory
reporter of suspected abuse and neglect may be subject to civil liability for the failure to report.
Committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Spillane offered floor amendment (0627h).

Floor Amendment (0627h)

Amend RSA 169-C:31, II as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
I1. Nothing in this section shall provide civil or criminal immunity for a professional mandatory
reporter who knowingly fails to make a report of suspected abuse or neglect under RSA 169-C:29

or for a person who knowingly files a false report of abuse or neglect with malice or the intent to
harm under RSA 169-C:31-a.

The question being adoption of floor amendment (0627h).

Rep. Spillane spoke in favor.

On a division vote, with 190 members having voted in the affirmative, and 183 in the negative, floor amend-
ment (0627h) was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Reps. Gibbons and Spillane spoke in favor.

Rep. Raymond spoke against.

Rep. Granger requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 199 - NAYS 179

YEAS - 199
BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Bordes, Mike Coker, Matthew
Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki
Nagel, David O'Hara, Travis Ploszaj, Tom Beaudoin, Richard
Smart, Lisa Terry, Paul Trottier, Douglas Varney, Peter
CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Cordelli, Glenn Costable, Michael

Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Smith, Jonathan

McConkey, Mark
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Filiault, Shaun

Santonastaso, Matthew

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Berezhny, Lex
Sullivan, Jared

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Calabro, Karen
Cushman, Leah
Fedolfi, Jim
Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Foote, Charles
Hobson, Deb
Perez, Kristine
Layon, Erica
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Read, Ellen
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Ankarberg, Aidan
Smith, Geoffrey
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Smith, Steven

Huot, David

Buco, Thomas
Woodcock, Stephen
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Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Brown, Carroll
Ladd, Rick

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Griffin, Gerald
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

Aures, Cyril
Carey, Lorrie
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Love, David
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin

Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom

Vandecasteele, Susan

Wallace, Scott

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Spilsbury, Walter

St. Clair, Charlie

Burroughs, Anita

CHESHIRE

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

COOSs

Murphy, Michael

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Rochefort, David

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Elberger, Susan
Gagne, Larry
Infantine, William
Lascelles, Richard
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wolf, Dan

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul
Lynn, Bob
Melvin, Charles

Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine

Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

STRAFFORD

Burnham, Claudine
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

SULLIVAN

Merchant, Gary
Stapleton, Walter

NAYS - 179
BELKNAP

CARROLL

Paige, David

Rhodes, Jennifer

Ouellet, Mike

Greeson, Jeffrey
Sellers, John

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Creighton, Jim
Erf, Keith
Gibbons, Candace
Kennedy, Stephen
Lewicke, John
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

McGuire, Carol
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin
Wood, Clayton

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Walsh, Lilli
Pearson, Mark
Ford, Oliver
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
True, Chris
Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

Connor, James
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Rollins, Skip
Stone, Jonathan

McAleer, Chris



Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Monteil, Renee
Weber, Lucy

Cascadden, Corinne

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Murphy, James
Muirhead, Russell

Murray, Alissandra
Beaulieu, Jane
Bradley, Amy
Darby, Will

Davis, Fred

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

Turcotte, Alisson
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Simpson, Alexis

Bay, Luz

Cannon, Gerri
Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Pare, Gail

Sullivan, Brian
Tanner, Linda
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Ames, Richard
Faulkner, Barry
Newell, Jodi

Kelley, Eamon

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Lovett, Peter
Stavis, Laurel

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Booras, Efstathia
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Freitas, Mary

Hamer, Heidi

Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
McGhee, Kat
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

Brennan, Angela
Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris

Turer, Eric

Bickford, David
Conlin, Bill

Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Selig, Loren

Cloutier, John

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius

COO0Ss
Noél, Henry

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean
Lanza, Judi

Lloyd, Christal
Perez, Maria
Ming, Ben
O'Brien, Michael
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Spier, Carry

Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

MERRIMACK

Caplan, Tony

Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
Rafter, Hal
Vallone, Mark

STRAFFORD
Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope
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Fox, Dru
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

Cormen, Thomas
Hoyt, Tommy
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Beauchemin, Paige
Bouldin, Amanda
Ford, Damond
Dutzy, Sherry
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary
Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Newman, Ray
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Ebel, Karen

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Ward, Gerald

Rich, Cecilia
Crassie, Chuck
Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter
Vincent, Kenneth

Palmer, William

and the committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Criminal Jus-

tice and Public Safety.

HB 1282-FN, relative to the duration of child support. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Lorie Ball for Children and Family Law. This bill will close the loophole in cases where a child turns
18 while in school, but then chooses not to graduate. The committee agreed that using the guidelines cur-
rently in place as part of the Social Security Survivors Benefits would provide consistency in the duration
of child support and close this loophole. Those guidelines state that child support ends when the child
graduates, or until 2 months after the child reaches age 19, whichever is first. The bill also gives clear
guidance as to the application when the child is enrolled in a charter school or participates in a home
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school education program in accordance with RSA 193-A. Furthermore, the bill aligns with RSA 186-C:2,
I regarding the duration of child support for a child with a disability who is receiving special education
and related services Vote 13-0.

Amendment (0453h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Parental Rights and Responsibilities; Support. Amend RSA 461-A:14, IV to read as follows:

IV. The amount of a child support obhgatmn shall remaln as stated in the order untll the dependent
child for whom support is ordered [eon ; 0 e ageo
whichever-tstater;-or] marries, or becomes a member of the armed services, or is emanmpated pursuant to
an order of emancipation under RSA 461-B, or reaches the age of 18 years, unless the child is still a
full-time student at a secondary or elementary school, charter school, or a home education program
in conformity with RSA 193-a at the age of 18, then child support shall continue until the child
graduates or until 2 months after the child reaches the age of 19, whichever is first, at which time the
child support obligation, including all educational support obligations, [terminates] shall terminate without
further legal action. If the parties have a child with disabilities, the court may initiate or continue the child
support obligation after the child reaches the age of 18. No child support order for a child with disabilities
which becomes effective after July 9, 2013 may continue after the child reaches age 21 or no longer quali-
fies as a child with a disability, as defined in RSA 186-C:2, I, who is receiving special education or
special education and related services as identified by the child’s school district.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2025.
Committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1425-FN, relative to prohibiting the suspension of drivers’ licenses in child support enforcement matters.
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Heather Raymond for Children and Family Law. While the goal of ensuring that obligors maintain their
licenses and their ability to transport themselves to and from employment, 42 USC 666(a) requires states to
establish procedures to withhold, suspend or restrict drivers’ licenses and other licenses. Passage of this bill
would place New Hampshire out of compliance and result in significant federal sanctions under Title IV-D of
the Social Security act. The fiscal note accompanying the bill estimates the loss of funding to be $16.9 M in
federal funds, $1.2 M in child support incentive funds and $1.9M in TANF block grant funds annually, which
would create an undue burden on the New Hampshire taxpayers. Vote 14-0.

Committee report was adopted.

REFERRAL DECLINED
Rep. Roy, Chairman of the Committee on Children and Family Law, under the provisions of House Rule 47 (f),
declined the referral of HB 1111-FN, relative to the penalty for false reports of suspected abuse and neglect
made to the division for children, youth, and families.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 1564-FN, relative to the child support guidelines. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Debra DeSimone for Children and Family Law. This bill addresses three child support issues that have
been pointed out in the state’s quadrennial child support review as needing to be fixed. First, it increases the
self-support reserve from 115% to 130% of the federal poverty guideline. Secondly, it allows for expenses as-
sociated with childcare, health care and extracurricular activities to be split between the parties. Thirdly, it
allows for rebuttable presumptions of deviations to the child support calculator, based upon shared parenting
time. The Special Committee on the Family Court heard much testimony of how these updates were needed
because many were struggling to support their children during their parenting time, particularly when par-
enting time was approximately equal and no deviation from the support amount was allowed to offset the
costs. As a result, several legislators worked over the summer with many relevant stakeholders including
mediators and family law attorneys from NHAJ and NHLA, to create this bill. Vote 13-0.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass.
Committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1573-FN, relative to oversight of and criteria for residential placement of children. OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Mark Pearson for Children and Family Law. After the scandal last fall at the Bledsoe Academy of Gallatin,
Tennessee, where two New Hampshire children had been placed in what turned out to be “horrifying conditions,”
the desire emerged to make sweeping changes in how the placement of children with behavioral problems would
take place. HB 1573 was quickly, and at the deadline, filed as a “place holder.” The Office of the Child Advocate
and the Department of Health and Human Services, two agencies with overlapping jurisdictions, began the task
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of determining what those sweeping changes would be. They came to agreement on 95% of the needed changes.
Two separate amendments were crafted, and the committee unanimously accepted 0427 because we concluded
it gave better flexibility and greater speed for the handful of youth needing highly specialized care. Vote 15-0.

Amendment (0427h)

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Statement of Purpose and Findings. The general court makes the following findings regarding children
in state care:

I. Children in the care of the state have fundamental rights, as recognized by RSA 170-G:21.

II. When a child is placed under the care and custody of the state, it is the responsibility of the state to
ensure that a child receives appropriate housing, nutrition, medical and mental health care, education, and
basic standards of care.

III. Children who are removed from their homes must be placed in the least restrictive alternate setting.
When removal and placement cannot be avoided, the disruption that the child may experience is minimized,
and emotional trauma may be reduced, by placing the child in the most familiar, least restrictive setting.
The first alternative considered is placement with a relative or a close friend, “kin” or “fictive kin”, to offer
the child some degree of familiarity and continuity. When placement with a relative or a family friend is not
possible, the least restrictive placement of choice is placement in a licensed foster home.

IV. Residential facilities are appropriate only for children who cannot safely receive the clinically ap-
propriate treatment in their own home or a community-based alternative, and who may have difficulties in
school and in the community. Residential facilities are congregate care placements, are considered the most
restrictive settings for receiving treatment, and are generally not appropriate for children under 12 years of
age. Therefore, placement in a residential setting is used only as a last alternative for children age 12 and
older. Special consideration will be given to children under age 12, if deemed clinically appropriate due to a
therapeutic or medical necessity.

V. Placing children in facilities must be viewed as a time-limited and only for the purpose of treatment
and services. The purpose is to stabilize the child’s behaviors, provide treatment and to prepare him or her
for a less restrictive setting. The goal is to facilitate family/caregiver integration or another plan consistent
with the agency’s policy of permanency planning.

VI. To best meet the needs of the children placed in a residential setting, the department of health and
human services (DHHS), in coordination with the office of child advocate (OCA), will expand and enhance
certification requirements. In addition to certification, DHHS and OCA will coordinate to improve caseworker
visits with children placed by the state in a residential setting. To allow for the expansion of these services to
be implemented in a thoughtful and detailed manner that meets the requirements of both DHHS and OCA,
the appropriation effective date will allow for time to establish the program through hiring and training,
with the remaining sections effective 6 months later. DHHS and OCA will continue this coordination through
regular meetings and coordinated visits.

2 Residential Care and Child-Placing Agency Licensing; Deemed Licensed. Amend RSA 170-E:31-a to
read as follows:

170-E:31-a Deemed Licensed. Any qualified residential treatment program accredited by organizations
as specified in Title 42 of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. section 672(k)(4)(G), as amended, shall submit
a completed license application or renewal application. Such child care institutions and child care agencies
defined as group homes spec1ahzed care, or homeless youth programs shall be deemed licensed under this

: mpt-fron on ; ¢ V]. This section shall

only apply to the act1v1t1es or portlons of the famhty or agency accredlted under Tltle 42 of the Social Security
Act, 42 U.S.C. section 672(k)(4)(G), as amended. Any child care institution or child care agency deemed
licensed under this section shall be subject to the monitoring and oversight requirements of this
chapter, RSA 169-F, and RSA 170-G:4, XVIII.

3 New Section; Residential Treatment Programs. Amend RSA 170-E by inserting after section 31-a the
following new section:

170-E:31-b Residential Treatment Programs; Certification Required.

I. No child shall be placed by the department in a residential treatment program, including a qualified
residential treatment program or psychiatric residential treatment program, unless the program has been
licensed or certified by the department. Any out-of-state program not certified by the department shall not
be eligible to receive state funds or federal funds disbursed by the state of New Hampshire.

I1. The department shall assess and certify every in-state and out-of-state program including qualified
residential treatment program or psychiatric residential treatment program prior to entering into an agree-
ment for payment, and prior to the placement of any child in that facility. To be licensed or certified by the
department, the program shall demonstrate compliance with staff training and program requirements and
offer an appropriate therapeutic milieu and culture-centered in trauma-informed care, in accordance with
standards adopted by the department, in consultation of the office of the child advocate.
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ITI. The department shall make monitoring visits, in-state and out-of-state, at least quarterly, as well
as periodic unannounced visits no fewer than once per year, to all facilities where New Hampshire children
are placed by the state in residential treatment. Clear and comprehensive records shall be maintained by the
department on each facility showing the dates and findings of each visit. Such records shall be made available
to the facility. If the facility is found not to be in compliance either with the statute or rules adopted by the
commissioner, a corrective action plan shall be submitted to the department. Failure to submit an acceptable
plan shall result in revocation of certification and/or removal of the child.

IV. No placement outside of New England shall be made on or after the effective date of this section.
The department shall make every effort to ensure that any child placed outside New England on the effective
date of this section is transferred to an appropriate placement in this state or in New England on or before
January 1, 2025.

4 New Sections; Out-of-Home Placements; Oversight. Amend RSA 169-F by inserting after section 4 the
following new sections:
169-F:5 Oversight of Children in Care; Department Responsibilities.

I. Any child in a court-ordered placement or placement for an episode of treatment by the department
shall be seen in-person on at least a monthly basis, by the case worker assigned to that child’s case. In the
event the assigned case worker is not available, another case worker or supervisor familiar with the child
and/or case may perform the visit. The visit to the child shall include a private meeting with the child, in a
safe place, as well as an in-person tour of the child’s living quarters. The monthly contact shall also include
contact with the child’s placement provider, therapeutic providers, and educational providers, preferably in
real-time, but at least by written correspondence. For any child placed in a residential placement by the de-
partment, these visits shall include a tour of the entire facility; discussions with leadership about program
culture and therapeutic programming; discussions with program direct care staff; discussions with the clinical
director and/or the child’s therapeutic provider about the program culture, therapeutic programming, and the
child’s individual progress, strengths and challenges in the program; as well as the individual check-in with
the children to inquire about care received.

I1. The department shall develop, in consultation with the office of child advocate, a standard operating
procedure and form for monthly visits conducted by the department, including a section for the assessment
of certified residential placement facilities, to be completed during each monthly in-person visit.

169-F:6 Court Oversight of Children in Residential Treatment Programs.

I. Prior to placing a child in qualified residential treatment programs or psychiatric residential treat-
ment programs, the court shall:

(a) Consider all assessments and plans for the child, including assessment of whether a qualified
residential treatment program is the most appropriate and the least restrictive placement for the child, and
any child-specific short- and long-term goals for the child and the family.

(b) Ensure that the assessment specifies in writing:

(1) Why the child’s needs cannot be met in a foster family home, not dependent upon availability
of community resources;

(2) Why recommended placement in a qualified residential treatment program is the setting that
will provide the child with the appropriate level of care in the least restrictive environment; and

(3) How that placement is consistent with the short- and long-term goals for the child, as specified
in the permanency plan for the child.

(c) Determine that the needs of the child cannot be met through placement with a parent, legal guard-
ian, legal custodian, kin or fictive kin caregiver, or in a foster care home; and that placement of the child
in a qualified residential treatment program provides the appropriate level of care for the child in the least
restrictive environment, and that placement is consistent with the short- and long-term goals, including men-
tal, behavioral, and physical health goals, for the child as specified in the permanency plan for the child, or
as outlined in the family services plan. A shortage or lack of foster family homes shall not be an acceptable
reason for determining that the needs of the child cannot be met in a foster family home.

(d) Review information relating to the facility, including staff-to-child ratio; staff training; program
culture; therapeutic, clinical and milieu programming; educational programming; recreational programming;
and, family connections, in order to ensure the program meets the child-specific short- and long-term goals
for the child and the family.

(e) Approve or disapprove of the placement, in a written order, containing all of the necessary findings
provided in this section.

IT. In determining that a qualified residential treatment program is appropriate, the court shall consider
any available assessments and plans, giving the greatest weight to assessments completed by a licensed
psychologist or licensed neuropsychologist. If the court deviates from such recommendation, the court shall
make specific findings of fact regarding the appropriate and least restrictive placement for the child, and that
the placement is consistent with child-specific short and long-term goals for the child and the family. When
making such findings of fact, the court shall consider all relevant information, including, but not limited to:
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(a) Whether the protocol for the qualified residential treatment program assessment was followed;
(b) The strengths and specific treatment or service needs of the child and the family;

(c) The expected length of stay; and

(d) The placement preference of the child and the family.

ITI. When a child is placed in a qualified residential treatment program or psychiatric residential treat-

ment program:

(a) The department shall notify the court promptly of such placement.

(b)(1) The court shall review the placement of that child within 60 days after placement and every 60
days thereafter; or

(2) If the child or the child’s representative does not support the qualified residential treatment
program level of care or the child, guardian ad litem, or any party objects to the placement, the court shall
review the placement within 30 days, and every 30 days thereafter.

IV. As long as a child remains in a qualified residential treatment program, the department shall submit
evidence to the court and all parties, at least 5 days prior to every regular review hearing:

(a) Demonstrating that:

(1) Ongoing assessment of the strengths and needs of the child continues to support the deter-
mination that the needs of the child cannot be met through placement with a parent, legal guardian, legal
custodian, kin or fictive kin caregiver, or in a foster family home;

(2) The placement in a qualified residential treatment program provides the appropriate level of
care for the child in the least restrictive environment; and

(3) The placement is consistent with the short- and long-term goals for the child as specified in the
permanency plan for the child, or as outlined in the family services plan.

(b) Documenting:

(1) The specific treatment or service needs that will be met for the child in the placement;

(2) The length of time the child is expected to need treatment or services; and

(3) The efforts made by the department to prepare the child and prospective placement for the child’s
home or to be placed with a fit and willing kin or fictive kin caregiver, a legal guardian, legal custodian, or
an adoptive parent, or in a foster family.

5 Reallocation of Monies Saved. Any monies saved by the department of health and human services, includ-
ing the division for children, youth and families and the bureau of children’s behavioral health, in preventing
the out-of-home placement of children pursuant to this act shall be used by the department to provide services
pursuant to RSA 135-F, the system of care for children’s mental health, and any other community-based
intervention services.

6 Classified Positions Established; Facility Certification Team.

I. The following classified positions are established in the department of health and human services to
support a facility certification team:

(a) Four program specialist IIT (labor grade 23, step 5).
(b) Four program specialist IV (labor grade 25, step 5).

II. The sum of $773,333 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, is hereby appropriated to the department
of health and human services for the purpose of funding the positions established in paragraph I. In addition
to the appropriation and notwithstanding RSA 14:30-a, the department may accept and expend matching
federal funds without prior approval of the fiscal committee of the general court. The governor is authorized
to draw a warrant for the general fund portion of said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise
appropriated.

7 Classified Positions Established; Youth Visits.

I. The following classified positions are established in the department of health and human services to
support the out of state placement of youth:

(a) Four child protective service worker II (labor grade 20, step 5).
(b) Eighteen child protective service worker II (labor grade 18, step 5).

II. The sum of $1,635,416 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, is hereby appropriated to the depart-
ment of health and human services for the purpose of funding the positions established in paragraph I. In
addition to the appropriation and notwithstanding RSA 14:30-a, the department may accept and expend
matching federal funds without prior approval of the fiscal committee of the general court. The governor is
authorized to draw a warrant for the general fund portion of said sum out of any money in the treasury not
otherwise appropriated.

8 Appropriations; Department of Health and Human Services; Facility Certification Travel Costs and Youth
Visit Travel Costs.

I. The sum of $862,083 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, is hereby appropriated to the department
of health and human services for the purpose of paying for travel costs for facility oversight and certification in
order to support implementing the provisions of this act. This appropriation shall be nonlapsing. The governor
is authorized to draw a warrant for said sums out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.
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II. The sum of $826,666 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, is hereby appropriated to the department
of health and human services for the purpose of paying for travel costs for youth visits in order to support
implementing the provisions of this act. This appropriation shall be nonlapsing. The governor is authorized
to draw a warrant for said sums out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

9 Report. The department of health and human services, in consultation with the office of child advocate,
shall provide an interim report on or before November 1, 2024, with an annual report thereafter, on the imple-
mentation of this act including, but not limited to, progress on the implementation of this act, reports from
certified out-of-state residential facilities, and the progress on the reduction of placement of New Hampshire
youth in out-of-state residential facilities, to the chairs of the house children and family law committee, the
senate judiciary committee and the oversight commission on children’s services, established by RSA 21-V:10.

10 Effective Date.

I. Sections 6, 7, 8, and 9 shall take effect July 1, 2024.

II. The remainder of this act shall take effect January 1, 2025.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill revises criteria for the out-of-home placement of children and increases oversight and certification
criteria for out-of-state residential treatment programs. The bill also makes appropriations to the depart-
ment of health and human services for this purpose and requires the department to submit a report to the
legislature regarding implementation.
Committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1595-FN, relative to adjustment of the child support guidelines based on parenting time, medical support,
and child care expenses. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. David Bickford for Children and Family Law. This bill addresses two recommendations from the most
recent federally mandated quadrennial “Review of the New Hampshire Child Support guidelines,” along with
two supporting changes. It defines a parenting time adjustment formula utilized in 22 states to provide a
smooth adjustment without “cliff-effects” across the entire parenting time spectrum. The cross-credit formula-
tion reflects the surveyed consensus preference of judges, court staff, attorneys, parent representatives, and
was the second choice of Bureau of Child Support Services. The adoption of this formula may cut the already
high 48% deviation rate in half. The bill shifts childcare expenses and out-of-pocket medical costs from income
deductions to child costs as per recommendations for consistency with the Income Shares methodology. The
bill strengthens ability-to-pay checks by including obligor direct child expenditures in the threshold calculation
for a reduced obligation. The bill extends proration to include add-on child costs to correct implementation
shortcomings of the Income Shares methodology identified by the 2004 HB 310 Commission. This proration
change regularizes calculations in line with the New Hampshire Supreme Court definition in Anderson (Case
No. 2019-0039). Vote 7-6.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass.

Rep. Long spoke against.

Reps. Gibbons and Bickford spoke in favor.

On a division vote, with 219 members having voted in the affirmative, and 162 in the negative, the committee
report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

MOTION TO RECONSIDER

Having voted with the prevailing side, Rep. Sweeney moved that the House reconsider its action whereby,
on a roll call vote of 199-179, the House adopted the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment on
HB 1111-FN, relative to the penalty for false reports of suspected abuse and neglect made to the division
for children, youth, and families.

Rep. Sweeney spoke against.

On a division vote, with 174 members having voted in the affirmative, and 207 in the negative, the motion
failed.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 1633-FN-A, relative to the legalization and regulation of cannabis and making appropriations therefor.
MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Anita Burroughs for the Majority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill intends to legalize can-
nabis so that it can be regulated to ensure that these products are tested and labeled to ensure that consumers
are informed and protected. The bill delineates that cannabis will not be sold to minors under the age of 21.
Many years of work have led to this effort, which focuses the State of New Hampshire on harm reduction,
not profits, and allows the state to control distribution and access through state laws, administrative rules,
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and local control. The bill will limit initial cannabis retail outlet licenses to 15 while providing a pathway
for expanded licenses. This legislation ensures that laws and administrative rules do not pick favorites but
rather create a transparent administrative process for applications and selection criteria. The legalization of
cannabis will move production and sales from the underground, sometimes dangerous, illicit market to legal
businesses, allowing for appropriate regulations and control. Vote 17-3.

Rep. Lilli Walsh for the Minority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. The minority feels this bill is still not
ready or suitable for the citizens of New Hampshire. Introducing drastic cultural change, increased healthcare
costs, and significant societal impact is not in the best interest of the state. Additionally, the unambiguous
question of creating conflict with federal law specifically regarding the sale and distribution of a federally
controlled substance, has not been addressed. Many stakeholders on both sides agree several issues brought
up by the previously established commission are not in the bill or in the amendment. For those reasons and
others, the minority of the committee supports a motion to Refer for Interim Study.

Majority Amendment (0680h)

Amend the bill by replacing sections 1 through 3 with the following:
1 Purpose and Findings.
I. The general court hereby finds that: the people of the state of New Hampshire find and declare that
cannabis should be regulated so that:

(a) Individuals will have to show proof of age or qualifying patient status before entering a cannabis
retail outlet or purchasing cannabis.

(b) Safe access to therapeutic cannabis is preserved and expanded in a manner that allows costs to
come down, not increase, though integration of participants in the existing therapeutic cannabis program
competing on an even footing with other applicants of similar qualifications.

(c) Selling, distributing, or transferring cannabis to minors and other individuals under the age of 21
shall remain illegal.

(d) Driving under the influence of cannabis shall remain illegal, and funds shall be allocated for increased
training of drug recognition experts to spot driving under the influence of substances including cannabis.

(e) Moving cannabis production and sales from the underground, sometimes dangerous, illicit market
to legal businesses allows for appropriate regulations and control.

(f) Cannabis sold in this state will be tested, labeled, and subject to additional regulations to ensure
that consumers are informed and protected.

(g) Some of the revenue generated from legal cannabis shall be used to support programs for educa-
tion, prevention, treatment, and recovery related to the use of both legal and illegal drugs.

(h) Marketing and advertising to minors is prohibited.

(i) Advertising to the general public is prohibited.

I1. Many years of work have led to this effort which addresses the following goals to put the state of New
Hampshire in the driver’s seat to focus on harm reduction, not profits, and:

(a) Allows the state to control distribution and access through state laws, administrative rules, and
local control.

(b) Keeps cannabis away from children and schools by establishing 1,000 foot distance requirements
for stores, limiting access to retail outlets to people 21 and older or qualified patients, and imposing limits
on product design and packaging.

(c) Controls the marketing and messaging by prohibiting advertising which targets the general public,
especially minors.

(d) Prohibits “marijuana miles” by restricting cannabis retail outlets to one per municipality or one for
every 15,000 residents in larger municipalities, as well as empowering local zoning control for these businesses.

(e) Empowers towns to keep cannabis out through required ballot measures to allow cannabis retail outlets.

(f) Reduces access to poly-drugs by:

(1) Introducing 15 stores at first and allowing expanded licenses to reflect demand and allow retail
outlets to reach Granite Staters who may still face a prohibitively long drive to reach licensed New Hampshire
cannabis retail outlets or out of state options and may continue to turn to the illicit market if the placement
of stores does not respond to market demands;

(2) Prohibiting beverages that combine alcohol and cannabis; and

(3) Prohibiting the inclusion of nicotine or other additives to products which are designed to make
the product more addictive.

(g) Undercuts the cartels by:

(1) Imposing an agency fee of 10 percent on monthly gross total revenue of cannabis sales which
is in line with the state excise tax in Massachusetts but well below the total tax burden of approximately 20
percent in that state.

(2) Keeping costs low by not requiring a particular store layout, construction, or building contractor
to meet appearance guidelines for the exterior of state licensed cannabis retail outlets.
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(3) Recognizing the need for expanded licenses in the future in order to accommodate locations in
more rural areas of the state which are not well positioned to compete for limited licenses.

(h) Limiting initial cannabis retail outlet licenses to 15:

(1) While prohibiting a controlling interest in more than 3 cannabis retail outlets; and
(2) Providing a pathway for expanded licenses as the state establishes a successful long-term sus-
tainable solution to cannabis legalization, while prioritizing harm reduction over profits.

(1) Reducing influence of lobbying and donations by:

(1) Ensuring that licensing will increase responsibly to balance the need for more cannabis retail
outlets in underserved communities; and
(2) Ensuring that laws and administrative rules do not pick favorites but rather create a transpar-
ent administrative process for applications and selection criteria.
2 New Subparagraphs; Application of Receipts; Cannabis Fund. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after
subparagraph 394 the following new subparagraphs:
(395) Moneys deposited in the cannabis fund established in RSA 318-F:26.
(396) Moneys in the substance use prevention, treatment, and recovery fund established by RSA
318-F:27.
(397) Moneys in the community reinvestment fund established in RSA 318-F:28.
3 New Subdivision; Substance Use Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery Funds. Amend RSA 126-A by
inserting after section 105 the following new subdivision:
Substance Use Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery Funds
126-A:106 Substance Use Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery Funds; Management and Distribution of
Funds.

I. The commissioner of the department of health and human services, in coordination with the governor’s
commission on alcohol and drug abuse prevention, treatment, and recovery in RSA 12-J shall administer the
substance use prevention, treatment, and recovery fund established in RSA 318-F:27.

I1. Funds shall be deposited into the substance use prevention, treatment, and recovery fund as estab-
lished by 318-F:27 to be distributed by the commissioner of the department of health and human services in
coordination with the governor’s commission on alcohol and drug abuse prevention, treatment, and recovery
in RSA 12-J. Funds may be awarded to a qualifying governmental entity or program for an approved use. All
funds shall be nonlapsing and continually appropriated for the purposes of this subdivision.

ITI. The commissioner of the department of health and human services, in coordination with the gover-
nor’s commission on alcohol and drug abuse prevention, treatment, and recovery in RSA 12-J, shall continue
to make distributions from the fund.

IV. The commissioner of health and human services shall adopt rules pursuant to RSA 541-A necessary
to implement this section. Such rules shall include funding qualifications, application procedures, time-lines
for receiving, reviewing, and acting upon application requests, and reporting requirements.

V. Allocations shall be used for one or more of the following:

(a) Evidence-based, voluntary programs for substance use-related education, prevention, treatment,
and recovery.

(b) Mental health treatment, with a focus on dual-diagnosis of both mental health and substance
misuse disorders.

(¢) Funding and training to foster an informed, adequately paid behavioral health workforce.

(d) Scientifically and medically accurate public education campaigns educating youth and adults about
the health and safety risks related to the use of alcohol, tobacco, cannabis, and other substances, including
education campaigns separately targeting youth and adults that provide medically and scientifically accurate
information about the health and safety risks posed by cannabis use, including driving under the influence
of cannabis.

VI. No later than 18 months after the effective date of this section, and every 2 years thereafter, the com-
missioner of the department of health and human services shall submit an annual report to the governor and
fiscal committee of the general court detailing the activities of the administration of the substance use preven-
tion, treatment, and recovery fund, the amount distributed in the past year, the amount remaining in the fund,
a summary of how funds were used in the past year, and any recommendations for future legislation.

Amend the bill by deleting section 5 and renumbering the original sections 6 through 17 to read as 5 through
16, respectively.
Amend the bill by replacing section 5 and 6 with the following:

5 Model Drug Dealer Liability Act; Definition of Illegal Drug. Amend RSA 318-C:4, I to read as follows:

I. “Illegal drug” means any drug which is a schedule I-IV drug under RSA 318-B, the possession, use,
harvesting, cultivating, manufacture, sale, or transportation of which is not otherwise authorized
by law.

6 New Chapter; Regulation of Cannabis. Amend RSA by inserting after chapter 318-E the following new
chapter:
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CHAPTER 318-F
REGULATION OF CANNABIS
318-F:1 Definitions. In this chapter:

I. “Alternative treatment center” means an entity as defined in RSA 126-X:1, I.

I1. “Cannabis” or “marijuana” means all parts of the plant of the genus cannabis containing over 0.3
percent THC on a dry weight basis, whether growing or not, the resin extracted from any part of the plant,
and every compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant, or its resin, including
cannabis concentrate. “Cannabis” shall not include seeds of plants from the genus cannabis, hemp as defined
by RSA 439-A, fiber produced from the stalks, oil, or cake made from the seeds of the plant seeds of the plant
or the weight of any other ingredient combined with cannabis to prepare topical or oral administrations, food,
drink, or other product.

III. “Cannabis accessories” or “cannabis paraphernalia” means any equipment, products, or materials of
any kind that are used, intended for use, or designed for use in planting, propagating, cultivating, growing,
harvesting, composting, manufacturing, compounding, converting, producing, processing, preparing, testing,
analyzing, packaging, repackaging, storing, or containing cannabis, or for ingesting, inhaling, or otherwise
introducing cannabis into the human body. “Cannabis accessories” and “cannabis paraphernalia” does not
include products that are not designed or marketed for use related to cannabis, or products designed or in-
tended for cannabis but used for non-cannabis purposes.

IV. “Cannabis concentrate” means the resin extracted from any part of a cannabis plant and every com-
pound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation from such resin, including, but not limited to,
hashish. Cannabis concentrate shall not include cannabis products made from cannabis concentrate such as,
but not limited to, edible products, topical products, and tinctures.

V. “Cannabis cultivation facility” or “cultivation facility” means a person licensed by the state of New
Hampshire to cultivate, prepare, and package cannabis, and sell cannabis to cannabis retail outlets, to can-
nabis product manufacturing facilities, to limited manufacturers, to alternative treatment centers, and to
other cannabis cultivation facilities, but not to consumers unless the facility also holds another type of license
allowing for direct sales. A cannabis cultivation facility shall not produce cannabis concentrates, tinctures,
extracts, or other cannabis products through the use of any chemical extraction process, unless the facility
also holds another type of license allowing for production of cannabis concentrates, tinctures, extracts, or
other cannabis products.

VI. “Cannabis distributor” means any person licensed to receive, warehouse, and distribute cannabis
products between cannabis establishments. A license as a cannabis distributor shall not be required for enti-
ties otherwise licensed under this chapter to receive, warehouse, or distribute cannabis.

VII. “Cannabis establishment” means any licensed New Hampshire cannabis cultivation facility, a can-
nabis testing facility, a cannabis distributor, cannabis limited product manufacturing facility, a cannabis
product manufacturing facility, a cannabis retail outlet, a cannabis transporter, or any other type of cannabis
business authorized and licensed by the commission.

VIII. “Cannabis flower” means the pistillate reproductive organs of a mature cannabis plant, whether
processed or unprocessed, including the flowers and buds of the plant. “Cannabis flower” does not include
non-flower portions of the plant or whole mature cannabis plants, but does include kief.

IX. “Cannabis limited product manufacturing facility,” “limited product manufacturing facility,” or “lim-
ited manufacturer” means a person licensed to purchase cannabis, to manufacture, prepare, and package can-
nabis products, and sell cannabis and cannabis products to other limited manufacturers, to cannabis product
manufacturing facilities, to alternative treatment centers, and to cannabis retail outlets, but not to consumers.
A limited product manufacturing facility may not use solvents other than water, glycerin, propylene glycol,
vegetable oil, or food-grade ethanol.

X. “Cannabis product manufacturing facility,” “product manufacturing facility,” or “cannabis product
manufacturer” means a person licensed to purchase cannabis, to manufacture, prepare, and package canna-
bis products, and sell cannabis and cannabis products to other cannabis product manufacturing facilities, to
limited manufacturers, to alternative treatment centers, and to cannabis retail outlets, but not to consumers.

XI. “Cannabis products” means any product that contains cannabis, including cannabis concentrate and
products that contain cannabis and other ingredients and are intended for use or consumption, such as, but
not limited to, edible products, topical products, and tinctures. This term shall not include cannabis in its
plant or flower form.

XII. “Cannabis retail outlet” or “cannabis outlet” means a person licensed to purchase cannabis from
cannabis cultivation facilities, to purchase cannabis products from cannabis product manufacturing facilities
and limited manufacturers, and to sell, transfer, and deliver cannabis and cannabis products to consumers,
qualifying patients, and designated caregivers. Online pre-ordering is allowed, but consumers must purchase
and pick up cannabis and cannabis products at the cannabis retail store’s licensed premise.

XIII. “Cannabis testing facility” or “testing facility” means a person licensed to test cannabis and can-
nabis products for potency and contaminants.

” «
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XIV. “Cannabis transporter” means a person licensed to transport cannabis and cannabis products be-
tween cannabis establishments.

XV. “Canopy” or “canopy space” means the surface area utilized to produce mature plants calculated in
square feet and measured using the outside boundaries of any area that includes mature marijuana plants,
including all the space within the boundaries. The square footage of canopy space is measured horizontally
starting from the outermost point of the furthest mature flowering plant in a designated growing space and
continuing around the outside of all mature flowering plants located within the designated growing space. If
growing spaces are stacked vertically, each level of space shall be measured and included as part of the total
canopy space measurement.

XVI. “Clone” means a clipping from a cannabis plant that has not taken root. Clone includes tissue
cultures. A clipping which has taken root is a seedling.

XVII. “Commission” means the New Hampshire liquor and cannabis commission.

XVIII. “Consumer” means a person 21 years of age or older who purchases cannabis or cannabis prod-
ucts for personal use by a person 21 years of age or older, but not for resale. “Consumer” does not include a
qualifying patient, designated caregiver, or visiting qualifying patient purchasing cannabis from an alterna-
tive treatment center pursuant to RSA 126-X.

XIX. “Controlling interest” means, any of the following:

(a) A direct or indirect financial or voting interest of 10 percent or greater in the applicant, licensee,
or franchisee;

(b) A direct or indirect financial or voting interest of 10 percent or greater in any business with mana-
gerial control over the applicant, licensee, or franchisee; and

(c) Managerial control over the applicant, licensee, or franchisee.

XX. “Cultivation” or “cultivate” means the planting, propagation, growing, harvesting, drying, curing,
grading, trimming, or other processing of cannabis for use or sale. “Cultivation” or “cultivate” does not include
manufacturing, testing, or cannabis extraction.

XXI. “Department” means the department of health and human services.

XXII. “Designated caregiver” means “designated caregiver” as defined in RSA 126-X:1, VL

XXIII. “Documentation” means all records, in any form, including electronic records.

XXIV. “Flowering” means, with respect to a cannabis plant, the gametophytic or reproductive state of a
female cannabis plant during which the plant is in a light cycle intended to produce flowers, trichomes, and
cannabinoids characteristic of cannabis.

XXV. “Hemp” means the plant Cannabis sativa L. and any part of the plant, whether growing or not,
with a delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol concentration (THC) of not more than 0.3 percent on a dry weight basis.

XXVI. “Immature cannabis plant” means a cannabis plant that is not a mature cannabis plant or a
seedling.

XXVII. “Kief” means the dried or drying resinous trichomes of the cannabis plant that have separated
from the cannabis flower or have been separated from the cannabis flower by processes other than extraction.

XXVIII. “Manufacturing” or “manufacture” means the production, blending, infusing, compounding or
other preparation of cannabis and cannabis products, including, but not limited to, cannabis extraction or
preparation by means of chemical synthesis. “Manufacturing” or “manufacture” does not include cultivation
or testing.

XXIX. “Mature cannabis plant” or “mature plant” means a cannabis plant that has flowered and has
buds that may be observed by visual examination.

XXX. “Municipality” means a city, town, or an unincorporated place.

XXXI. “Person” means a natural person or a business entity.

XXXII. “Possession limit” means:

(a) Four ounces of cannabis in plant form;

(b) Ten grams of cannabis concentrate, which includes, but is not limited to, pre-filled cartridges of
cannabis extracts intended for vaporization, but excludes products, such as, edible products, topical products,
and tinctures; and

(c) Cannabis products other than cannabis concentrate containing no more than 2,000 milligrams of THC.

XXXIII. “Premises” means and includes all parts of the contiguous real estate occupied by a licensee over
which the licensee has direct or indirect control or interest and which the licensee uses in the operation of
the licensed business, and which have been approved by the commission as proper places in which to exercise
the licensee’s privilege.

XXXIV. “Public place” means a place to which the general public has access, and does not include private
land, including land in current use.

XXXV. “Qualifying patient” means “qualifying patient” as defined in RSA 126-X:1, X.

XXXVI. “Resident” means a natural person who:

(a) Is domiciled in New Hampshire; and
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(b) Maintains a place of abode in New Hampshire, unless the individual was homeless and residing
in New Hampshire for at least 51 percent of the time.

XXXVII. “Seedling” means a cannabis plant that has no flowers and is less than 12 inches in height and
less than 12 inches in diameter.

XXXVIII. “THC” means tetrahydrocannabinol.

XXXIX. “Therapeutic grade cannabis product” means a cannabis product that exceeds any potency or serv-
ing size limitations created by this chapter and is manufactured by a licensed alternative treatment center.
Therapeutic grade cannabis products sold by an alternative treatment center to a cannabis retail store shall meet
the requirements of RSA 126-X and rules issued pursuant to RSA 126-X. Cannabis retail stores may only sell
therapeutic grade cannabis products to patients or caregivers. The commission has jurisdiction over therapeutic
grade cannabis products after they are transferred to a cannabis establishment licensed under this chapter.

318-F:2 Personal Use of Cannabis.

I. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, the following acts, if undertaken by a person 21 years
of age or older, shall not be illegal under New Hampshire law or the law of any political subdivision of the
state or be a basis for seizure or forfeiture of assets under New Hampshire law:

(a) Possessing, consuming, using, displaying, obtaining, purchasing, processing, producing, or trans-
porting an amount of cannabis that does not exceed the possession limit, except that no adult other than
one who is acting in his or her capacity as a staffer of a cannabis product manufacturer licensed pursuant
to pursuant to RSA 318-F or an alternative treatment center licensed pursuant to RSA 126-X may perform
extractions using solvents other than water, glycerin, propylene glycol, vegetable oil, or food-grade ethanol.

(b) Transferring an amount of cannabis that does not exceed the possession limit to a person who is 21
years of age or older without remuneration. For purposes of this section, a transfer is for remuneration if cannabis
is given away contemporaneously with another transaction between the same parties, if a gift of cannabis is of-
fered or advertised in conjunction with an offer for sale of goods, services, or admission to an event, or if the gift
of cannabis is contingent upon a separate transaction for goods, services, or the price of admission to an event.

(c) Transferring cannabis, including cannabis products, to a cannabis testing facility.

(d) Controlling property where the acts described under this section occur.

(e) Assisting another person who is 21 years of age or older in any of the acts described under this section.

IT. No law enforcement officer employed by an agency that receives state or local government funds shall
expend any state or local resources, including the officer’s time, to effect any arrest or seizure of cannabis, or
conduct any investigation on the sole basis of activity the officer believes to constitute a violation of federal
law if the officer has reason to believe that such activity is in compliance with this chapter.

318-F:3 Smoking Cannabis in Public Prohibited; Penalty.
No person shall smoke or vaporize cannabis in any public place.

I. First offense: Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a violation for the first offense
and shall forfeit all cannabis and cannabis products on their person.

I1. Second offense: Any person who violates this section a second time within 5 years of the first convic-
tion under section I shall be guilty of a violation and shall be fined not more than $500, and shall forfeit all
cannabis and cannabis products on their person.

IT1. Subsequent offense: Any person who violates this section, a third or more times, when having 2 prior
convictions within 5 years of the third or subsequent offense, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

318-F:4 Consuming Cannabis While Operating a Moving Vehicle Prohibited; Penalty.

I. No person shall consume, smoke, or vaporize cannabis while driving or attempting to drive a motor
vehicle on a way, or while operating or attempting to operate an off-highway recreational vehicle, snowmobile,
boat, vessel, aircraft, or other motorized device used for transportation.

II. Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a violation and shall be subject to a fine not
to exceed $150. In addition, any person who violates paragraph I of this section while driving or attempting
to drive a motor vehicle on a way may have his or her driver’s license, if a resident, or driving privilege, if a
nonresident, suspended for up to 60 days for a first offense and up to one year for a subsequent offense.

III. In this section, “way” shall have the same meaning as in RSA 265-A:44.

IV. In this section, “driving or attempting to drive” shall not include the physical presence of a person
or persons in a vehicle when it is parked, docked, or otherwise in a stationary position that does not create a
hazard to others. Idling to provide heat, cooling, power generation, or other stationary use does not constitute
operation for the purposes of this section.

V. A person may not be convicted of both a violation of this section and a violation of RSA 265-A based
on the same incident.

318-F:5 Cannabis Accessories Authorized.

I. Except as provided by this section, it shall not be illegal under New Hampshire law or be a basis for
seizure or forfeiture of assets under New Hampshire law for a person 21 years of age or older to manufacture,
possess, or purchase cannabis accessories, or to distribute or sell cannabis accessories to a person who is 21
years of age or older.
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II. Except as provided by this section, a person who is 21 years of age or older, or a business entity,
may manufacture, possess, obtain, and purchase cannabis paraphernalia, and may distribute, deliver, or sell
cannabis paraphernalia to a person who is 21 years of age or older.

ITI. No person or entity shall manufacture, distribute, or sell cannabis accessories that violate rules en-
acted by the commission. Any person or entity that violates this paragraph shall be guilty of a violation for a
first offense and subject to a fine of up to $1,000 and forfeiture of the cannabis accessories. A person shall be
guilty of a class A misdemeanor for a second or subsequent offense and shall forfeit the cannabis accessories.

318-F:6 Odor and Personal Possession of Cannabis Not Grounds for a Search.

I. Except as provided in paragraph II, the odor of cannabis or burnt cannabis, or the possession of a
quantity of cannabis that the officer does not have probable cause to believe exceeds the possession limit of
cannabis, shall not constitute in part or in whole probable cause or reasonable suspicion and shall not be used
as a basis to support any stop or search of a person or motor vehicle.

II. Nothing in this section prevents a law enforcement official from conducting a test for impairment
based in part on the odor of recently burnt cannabis if the law enforcement official would otherwise be per-
mitted to do so under New Hampshire law.

318-F:7 Enforcement Authority.

I. The commission shall have the primary responsibility for enforcing this chapter. Local, county, and
state law enforcement officers shall also have jurisdiction to enforce this chapter. Such authority may be
delegated to agents working under their authority.

IT. The commission shall appoint liquor investigators whose primary function shall be the proper prosecu-
tion of this chapter. The liquor investigators shall have statewide jurisdiction, with reference to enforcement
of all laws either in cooperation with, or independently of, the officers of any county or town. The commission
shall have the primary responsibility for the enforcement of all cannabis laws upon premises where canna-
bis and cannabis products are lawfully sold, stored, distributed, or manufactured. Any person violating the
provisions of any law may be prosecuted by the commission or any of its investigators as provided in this
section, or by county or city attorneys, or by sheriffs or their deputies, or by police officials of towns or New
Hampshire state police.

ITI. The commission shall adopt and publish rules pursuant to RSA 541-A, to govern its proceedings and
to regulate the mode and manner of all investigations and hearings before it. All hearings before the commis-
sion shall be in accordance with RSA 541-A:31-36. In any such investigation or hearing, the commission shall
not be bound by the technical rules of evidence. The commission may subpoena witnesses and administer
oaths in any proceeding or examination instituted before or conducted by it, and may compel, by subpoena,
the production of any accounts, books, contracts, records, documents, memoranda, and papers of any kind
whatever. A summons issued by any justice of the peace shall have the same effect as though issued for ap-
pearance before such court.

IV. If any false statement is knowingly made in any statement under oath which may be required by the
provisions of this title or by the commission, the person making the same shall be deemed guilty of perjury.
The making of any such false statement in any such application or in any such accompanying statements,
whether made with or without the knowledge or consent of the applicant, shall, in the discretion of the com-
mission, constitute sufficient cause for the revocation of the license.

V. The commission shall adopt by rule under RSA 541-A a formal enforcement policy for licensees under
its jurisdiction. This policy shall specify the disciplinary action, to include but not limited to a schedule of
fines as are authorized by this chapter for violations of statutory requirements, which the commission shall
take for violations of various laws under its jurisdiction. The enforcement policy shall also specify mitigating
and aggravating factors which the commission shall consider in determining penalties for specific actions.
Such enforcement policy shall authorize:

(a) Cannabis cultivation facilities to continue to cultivate, prepare, and package, but not purchase,
transfer, or sell cannabis and cannabis products during a suspension or a license revocation, until such time
as there is a final determination that the license be revoked for which no appeal is available; and

(b) Authorize cannabis product manufacturing facilities, limited manufacturers, cannabis testing facili-
ties, and cannabis retail outlets to possess existing cannabis inventory, but not acquire additional cannabis,
or dispense, transfer, or sell cannabis during a suspension or a license revocation until such time as there is
a final determination that the license be revoked for which no appeal is available.

VI.(a) In applying its enforcement policy, the liquor commission shall establish and enforce specific de-
terminate penalties for specific offenses. The commission shall not apply penalties such as license suspensions
for indefinite periods of time.

(b) In addition to RSA 541-A:30, III, the commission may suspend, for a period designated in rules,
without a hearing, any license issued under the provisions of this title, if a risk to public health, safety, or
welfare constitutes an emergency requiring such suspension. Any such suspension shall notify such persons
designated in rules within 24 hours.
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VII. The commission may transfer funds within and among all accounting units within the commission’s
operating budget and to create accounting units and expenditure classes as required and as the commissioner
deems necessary and appropriate to address present or projected budget deficits, or to respond to changes in
federal law, regulations, or programs, and otherwise as necessary for the efficient management of the liquor
commission and cannabis funds. The provisions of this section shall not be subject to RSA 9:16-a, RSA 9:17-a,
and RSA 9:17-c.

318-F:8 Cannabis Advisory Board.

I. There shall be a cannabis advisory board to study and make recommendations to the liquor commission
consistent with the purpose and findings of this chapter on the regulation of cannabis and cannabis products
in New Hampshire. The cannabis advisory board shall also consider educational and financing opportunities
for participants in the New Hampshire cannabis market.

I1. No later than 90 days after the effective date of this chapter, the advisory board shall be appointed.
The board shall consist of 21 members, and shall consist of: the chair of the commission or designee; a cer-
tified public health official appointed by the chair of the governor’s commission on alcohol and drug abuse
prevention, treatment, and recovery in RSA 12-J; a medical provider as appointed by the president of the New
Hampshire Medical Society; the commissioner of the department of health and human services or designee;
the commissioner of the department of education or designee; a mental health professional appointed by the
executive director of NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) New Hampshire; one expert in cannabis
cultivation; one expert in cannabis retailing; one expert in cannabis product manufacturing; one expert in
cannabis testing; one board member or officer of an alternative treatment center; 2 registered therapeutic
cannabis patients; one individual who represents cannabis consumers; the president of the New Hampshire
association of chiefs of police or designee; a prevention specialist who is currently certified by the New Hamp-
shire prevention certification board; a state senator, appointed by the senate president; 2 state representa-
tives, appointed by the speaker of the house, one cannabis financial services expert; and one attorney with
primary focus on cannabis industry practice. Except as otherwise specified, members shall be appointed by
the governor.

III. Members of the board shall serve terms of 2 years. Members of the board shall serve without com-
pensation but shall be reimbursed for their expenses actually and necessarily incurred in the discharge of
their official duties, including mileage at the state employee rate for attendance to meetings and other official
functions. Members forfeit their position on the cannabis advisory board and shall be removed if:

(a) They fail to attend any 2 consecutive meetings; or

(b) They fail to attend more than one out of every 3 meetings during a year with 4 or more meetings.
A member may continue to serve after the expiration of his or her term until a replacement is appointed un-
less he or she was removed due to misconduct or inadequate attendance.

IV. The board shall meet at its discretion, provided it shall meet no less frequently than once every 2
months for the first 9 months after the effective date of this section, and that it shall meet no less frequently
than once every 6 months thereafter. The chair of the board may appoint subcommittees.

V.(a) A majority of the appointed members of the board shall constitute a quorum of the cannabis advi-
sory board.

(b) A quorum is only required for voting matters.

VI. The cannabis advisory board shall:

(a) Advise the commission on rules to ensure the thorough and efficient implementation of this chapter.

(b) Advise the commission on whether additional cannabis retail outlets and cannabis cultivation
canopy should be licensed, and, if so, how many.

(c) Advise the commission on what additional types of cannabis establishments, if any, the commis-
sion should license, including on-site consumption facilities, along with recommendations on their licensure
and regulation.

(d) Advise the commission on whether it should establish a state reference laboratory, or whether an
agreement with another state’s reference laboratory is possible.

(e) Consider all matters submitted to it by the commission.

(f) Hold a hearing to solicit public input no less frequently than once every 6 months, including input
on the availability of reasonably priced therapeutic cannabis.

(g) Review any new science-based evidence of public health issues on the use of cannabis.

(h) Advise the commission on spending and recommend any modifications to ensure the thorough and
efficient implementation of this chapter.

318-F:9 Regulation of Cannabis.

I. Not later than 18 months after the effective date of this section, the commission shall adopt rules,
pursuant to RSA 541-A, for the issuance of cultivation facility licenses. Not later than 20 months after the
effective date of this section, the commission shall adopt rules, pursuant to RSA 541-A, for the licensure and
regulation of all other cannabis establishments. The rules shall include the following:
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(a) Procedures for the application, issuance, transfer, denial, approval, renewal, suspension, and re-
vocation of a license for cannabis establishments. Rules shall include provisions for cannabis retail outlets to
be selected through a request for application process.

(b) A schedule of reasonable application, licensing, and annual renewal fees, provided:

(1) That the non-refundable portion of application fees shall not exceed $1,000, with this upper
limit adjusted annually for inflation;

(2) The application, licensing, and annual renewal fees for the smallest tier of cultivation facilities
may not exceed $250;

(3) The non-refundable portion of application fees for a limited manufacturer may not exceed $100;

(4) All licensing and annual renewal fees, other than cultivation facilities, shall not exceed $10,000;

(5) That cultivation facility licensing fees be tiered based on the size of the facilities, with a maxi-
mum fee of $7,500; and

(6) That the licensing and annual renewal fees for a limited manufacturer may not exceed $2,500.

(c) Qualifications and disqualifications for licensure that are directly and demonstrably related to
the operation of a cannabis establishment, and which may not disqualify applicants solely for having a prior
history of criminal convictions for cannabis offenses prior to the effective date of this chapter.

(d) Rules governing the selection of cannabis retail outlets to include, but not limited to:

(1) Prohibiting the licensure of more than 15 cannabis retail outlets within the first 30 months
after the effective date of this chapter.

(2) Providing that a major criteria in assessing the relative merits of each application will incorpo-
rate the successful operation of an alternative treatment center registered under RSA 126-X and may convert
to a cannabis retail outlet for sales permitted under this chapter and RSA 126-X.

(3) Determining whether to increase the number of cannabis retail outlets, and, if so, by how many,
with goals of:

(A) Avoiding an overconcentration or oversaturation of stores;

(B) Keeping New Hampshire cannabis consumers’ purchases within New Hampshire;

(C) Outcompeting the illicit market by providing reasonable prices and accessibility; and

(D) Licensing sufficient cannabis retail outlets to avoid a secondary market for the transfer or
sale of cannabis retail outlet licenses. One indicator of such a secondary market would be an increase in the
intrinsic market value of a cannabis retail outlet beyond the premium reasonably attributed to eliminating
the time and compliance steps required to obtain licensure.

(4) Ensuring an equitable distribution of cannabis retail outlets based on geography and population,
including

(A) Providing for no more than the greater of one cannabis retail outlet per municipality or no
more than one cannabis retail outlet per 15,000 residents of a municipality.
(B) Increasing access to legal cannabis in New Hampshire for people throughout the state.

(5) Providing that no cannabis retail outlets may be located within 1,000 feet of a pre-existing can-
nabis retail outlet unless the municipality where the establishment seeks to operate has established a smaller
distance limitation or waived the restriction.

(6) Procedures to revoke the license of any cannabis retail outlet that is not operational within the
latter of 20 months of receiving its license or 2 months after the commissioner authorizes retail sales to begin.
However, the cannabis retail outlet shall be granted one or more 6-month extensions if:

(A) The cannabis retail outlet demonstrates it is making substantial progress towards becoming
operational and the delay is not due to its failure to act in good faith and with reasonable diligence; or

(B) The delay is due to a lack of sufficient cannabis or cannabis products because of delays in
cultivation facilities becoming operational.

(7) Procedures to accept applications for cannabis retail outlets within 3 months of a license being
revoked, surrendered, or not renewed.

(e) Regulations governing the selection and licensure of cultivation facilities, including:

(1) A cap on the total licensed canopy and a cap on the number of cultivation facilities based on
anticipated demand. The cap must be reassessed at least once every year. It must be high enough to ensure
a competitive market, and it must account for some facilities having crop failures, cannabis that fails testing,
and demand from visiting states;

(2) Procedures to revoke the license for any cultivation facility that is not operational within 20
months of receiving its license, and to accept applications for a new licensee. However, the licensee shall
be granted one or more 6-month extensions if the cultivation facility demonstrates it is making substantial
progress towards becoming operational and the delay is not due to its failure to act in good faith and with
reasonable diligence;

(3) Procedures to accept applications for cultivation facilities within 3 months of a license being
revoked, surrendered, or not renewed; and
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(4) Regulations creating at least 2 tiers of cultivation facilities, based on the size of the facility or
the number of plants cultivated and providing:

(A) That outdoor cultivation facilities must be allowed to cultivate 3 times the square footage of
canopy as indoor cultivation facilities of the same tier;

(B) The largest tier must be no larger than 5,000 square feet of canopy for indoor cultivation, or
no larger than 15,000 square feet of canopy for outdoor cultivation; provided that the square footage of each
level of vertical shelving or other levels shall count toward the total canopy;

(C) That security regulations and licensing fees shall vary based on the size of the cultivation
facility and that regulatory burdens shall be no more onerous than is reasonably necessary; and

(D) That cultivation facilities may move up to a higher tier at least once per year if they meet
the security requirements and pay the associated fee, except that the commission may suspend this provision
in the event of an oversupply.

(f) Record keeping requirements for cannabis establishments, including requirements for implementa-
tion and compliance with the distribution tracking system required by this chapter.

(g) Requirements for the transportation and distribution of cannabis and cannabis products between
cannabis establishments, including approved packaging, documentation that shall accompany any cannabis
and cannabis products being transported, warehoused, or distributed, by cannabis cultivation facilities.

(h) Procedures for the delivery of cannabis to consumers, including documentation that shall accom-
pany any cannabis being transported to consumers.

(i) A schedule of civil fines as are authorized in this chapter for violations of chapter requirements,
provided that, not later than 18 months after the effective date of this chapter the commission shall report
to the chairpersons of the house and senate ways and means committees its proposal for a fine schedule and
for legislation needed to implement the schedule.

(j) Procedures for hearings on penalties, including civil fines and suspensions and revocations of a
cannabis establishment license.

(k) Reasonable security requirements for each type of cannabis establishment, which may be varied
based on the size of the cannabis establishment.

(1) Health and safety rules, including but not limited to the packaging and preparing of cannabis and
cannabis products, restricting the use of pesticides and other chemicals used during cultivation and process-
ing that may be dangerous to cannabis consumers, and sanitation requirements.

(m) Restrictions on the logos, signage, marketing, and display of cannabis and cannabis products,
including but not limited to:

(1) A prohibition on mass-market campaigns that have a high likelihood of reaching minors,

(2) A prohibition on marketing to minors, including marketing specifically related to social media;

(3) Restrictions to prevent cannabis from being marketed to minors,

(4) A prohibition on cannabis products that are named, packaged, marketed, or designed in a way
that mimics or is likely to cause confusion with commercially available, trademarked non-cannabis products,
including relating to their logos, the sound of the product or brand, packaging, taste, appearance, and com-
mercial impression,

(5) A prohibition on giveaways of cannabis, cannabis products, or cannabis accessories, including
samples;

(6) A prohibition on neon signs;

(7) A prohibition on signage, cannabis retail outlet logos, and advertisements that include slang
for cannabis, images of cannabis or cannabis paraphernalia, or images that encourage over-consumption.

(8) A requirement that each cannabis retail outlet include in its name “[City or Town] Cannabis
Outlet” or “New Hampshire Cannabis Outlet.” The commission may require approval of any retail outlet name
to ensure it does not encourage overconsumption, appeal to minors, or otherwise violate reasonable restric-
tions on naming.

(9) The commission may develop rules around the finish and quality of exterior of buildings and lot,
which may include limits on colors and fonts for signage and logos. The commission may design a standard
logo all outlets must use, with the only variation being their outlet name.

(n) Restrictions on where a cannabis cultivation facility may be located, consistent with the provisions
of this chapter.

(o) Restrictions on the hours of sale when a cannabis retail outlet may sell cannabis and cannabis
products, provided the regulations shall not allow cannabis retail outlets to begin sales before 6:00 a.m. or to
sell cannabis or cannabis products after 11:45 p.m.

(p) Establishing a voluntary process whereby a cannabis establishment may request approval of
packaging, labeling, signage, a logo, marketing, or advertising to confirm it conforms with the commission’s
interpretation of its rules. The commission shall respond within 30 days with approval or denial, with an
explanation accompanying any denial. A fee of no greater than $250 may be charged for each review.



40 22 FEBRUARY 2024 HOUSE RECORD

(q) Packaging, product manufacturing, and labeling requirements for cannabis and cannabis products,
including:

(1) Mandating the disclosure of the THC content of each product;

(2) Requirements to ensure cannabis products and cannabis and cannabis products’ packaging are
not designed to appeal to or be attractive to minors, including providing that they cannot be in the shape of
cartoons, toys, animals, or people;

(3) Establishing the maximum amount of THC that may be included in each serving of edible or
drinkable cannabis product, as 5 milligrams; and the maximum amount of THC that may be included in each
package of edible or drinkable cannabis product as 100 milligrams;

(4) Prohibiting flavors and designs of cannabis-infused beverages, oils, and edibles that closely
resemble or imitate candy flavors that are marketed specifically to minors;

(5) Prohibiting statements on the label or packaging that are false or misleading;

(6) Prohibiting any written statements on the label or packaging that are illegible;

(7) Prohibiting packaging or labeling that contains subliminal or similarly deceptive advertising
techniques;

(8) Prohibiting packaging or labeling that features a depiction of athletes that is deceptive and
misleading in that it implies that consuming cannabis or cannabis products is conducive to athletic skill or
physical prowess, or that consuming cannabis does not hinder the athlete’s performance;

(9) Prohibiting packaging or labeling that features illustrations, subject matter, or other attributes
that are consistent with products marketed toward children and youths;

(10) Prohibiting packaging or labeling that features a depiction of consumption of cannabis or can-
nabis products while seated in, about to enter, operating, or about to operate an automobile or other machinery;

(11) Prohibiting packaging or labeling that encourages excessive consumption;

(12) Prohibiting packaging or labeling that does not indicate in a manner that is sufficiently clear
that the product contains cannabis or cannabis products or that might result in confusion regarding whether
the product is a cannabis or cannabis products;

(13) Prohibiting packaging or labeling that is offered for sale under the name, identity, or charac-
teristics of another food or beverage or mimics another food or beverage or the characteristics of another food
or beverage;

(14) Requiring packaging that is designed or constructed to be significantly difficult for children
under 5 years of age to open, and not difficult for adults to use properly; and

(15) Require packaging include warnings, including but not limited to, those described in RSA 318-F:17.

(r) Health and safety rules and standards for the cultivation of cannabis and the manufacture of can-
nabis products, including:

(1) Prohibitions on additives to products that are toxic, misleading to consumers, or designed to
make the product more appealing to children;

(2) Safety standards regulating the manufacture of cannabis extracts and concentrated cannabis
products; and

(3) A prohibition on the inclusion of nicotine, alcohol, and other additives to products that are de-
signed to make the product more addictive or more intoxicating.

(s) Standards for the operation of testing laboratories, including requirements for equipment and
qualifications for personnel.
(t) Requirements for the testing of cannabis and cannabis products, including but not limited to:

(1) Requirements to ensure at a minimum that cannabis and cannabis products sold for human
consumption do not contain contaminants that are injurious to health and to ensure correct labeling;

(2) That testing shall include, but not be limited to, analysis for residual solvents, poisons, or toxins;
harmful chemicals; dangerous molds or mildew; filth; dangerous pesticides and fungicides; heavy metals; and
harmful microbials, such as E. coli or salmonella;

(3) Threshold levels for each contaminant listed in subparagraph (2);

(4) Providing that in the event that test results indicate the presence of quantities of any substance
determined to be injurious to health, such cannabis and cannabis products shall be immediately quarantined
and immediate notification to the commission shall be made. The contaminated product shall be documented
and properly destroyed;

(5) That testing shall also verify THC and other cannabinoid potency representations for correct
labeling;

(6) That the commission shall determine an acceptable variance for potency representations and
procedures to address potency misrepresentations;

(7) Potency limits for cannabis products, after consultation with and approval of the cannabis ad-
visory board including a public hearing specifically related to the topic of potency;

(8) Allowances for remediation of cannabis and cannabis products whose test results are in excess
of established thresholds;
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(9) Minimum testing requirements for an effective cannabis and cannabis product quality assur-
ance program for cannabis cultivation facilities, limited manufacturers, and cannabis product manufacturing
facilities; and

(10) That the commission shall determine the protocols and frequency of cannabis testing by a can-
nabis testing facility.

(u) Reasonable health and safety restrictions on cannabis accessories that may be manufactured or
sold in New Hampshire, including a prohibition on any vaporization device that includes toxic or addictive
additives. The commission may prohibit types of vaporizers that are particularly likely to be utilized by minors
without detection, but may not completely ban or unreasonably restrict the manufacture or sale of vaporiza-
tion devices.

(v) Annual mandatory training and continuing education required or recommended for licensees, which
shall include, but not be limited to, training on checking photo identification and for false identification.

(w) Requirements that cannabis retail outlets stock cannabis products, including flower, with low and
moderate amounts of THC and that they be at least as prominently displayed as high potency products or
therapeutic grade cannabis products.

(x) Restrictions on where a cannabis establishment may be located, consistent with the provisions of
this chapter.

(y) Rules governing changes in ownership and changes in location for cannabis establishments, pro-
vided that until a cannabis establishment has been fully operational for at least 12 months, no more than 35
percent of the original ownership interest can be transferred. The commission may grant exceptions for good
cause, such as the death of an individual owner.

(z) Procedures and notices relating to all recalls of any products.

(aa) A requirement that any label, and for certain products where appropriate, include a standard,
recognizable symbol that a product contains cannabis or THC.

(bb) A prohibition on the manufacture and sale of cannabis infused alcoholic beverages.

I1. Privacy Protections.

(a) In order to ensure that individual privacy is protected, the commission shall not require a con-
sumer to provide a cannabis retail outlet or any other cannabis establishment that sells direct to consumers
with personal information other than government-issued identification to determine the consumer’s age, and
a cannabis establishment shall not be required to acquire and record personal information about consumers.

(b) In order to ensure that individual privacy is protected, no cannabis establishment may record or
store a consumer’s name, address, purchases, or contact information unless the consumer consents in writing.
No cannabis establishment may make granting permission for the collection or storage of the above informa-
tion a condition of a consumer purchasing cannabis from the establishment.

ITI. Not later than 18 months after the effective date of this chapter, the commission, in consultation with
the department, shall develop an informational handout, which cannabis retail outlets shall make available
to all consumers, and which shall include information detailed in RSA 318-F:17.

IV. The commission shall require all cannabis establishments to utilize an electronic inventory tracking
system, including use of a universal product code, for tracking the transfer of cannabis and cannabis products
between licensed cannabis establishments and the sale of cannabis and cannabis products to consumers. The
system shall ensure an accurate accounting of the production, processing, and sale of cannabis and cannabis
products and shall enable separate tracking of cannabis flowers, immature plants, and other parts of cannabis
sold from cannabis cultivation facilities. The system must allow for the tracking of lab testing results for all
cannabis and must be capable of swiftly identifying all products involved in a product recall. The commission
may develop and maintain a system that satisfies the requirements of this section, or it may select a vendor
to develop and maintain a system.

V. No later than 15 months after the effective date of this chapter, and every year thereafter, the com-
mission shall reevaluate the fines and penalties established in RSA 318-F, and shall report in writing on its
findings and recommendations to the chairpersons of the house of representatives and senate ways and means
committees.

VI. The commission shall also have the authority to regulate synthetic cannabinoids and intoxicating
products derived from hemp.

VII. No later than 36 months after the effective date of this section, after receiving input from the can-
nabis advisory board, the commission shall make written recommendations to the general court regarding
the regulation of hemp including:

(a) What hemp products the commission would regulate;

(b) How the products would be regulated, including whether licensure would be required and whether
hemp processors and manufacturers should be licensed and regulated by the commission;

(c) Any license fees or other charges that would be assessed on hemp products and license fees as-
sessed on hemp processors and manufacturers;
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(d) The resources required to regulate hemp processors, product manufacturers, hemp products, and
the retail sale of intoxicating hemp products; and

(e) The regulations governing the production and the sale of intoxicating ingestible or smokable prod-
ucts containing hemp-derived cannabinoids may not be less restrictive than the provisions of RSA 318-F or
administrative rules enacted pursuant to RSA 541-A. For purposes of this section, “intoxicating ingestible or
smokable products containing hemp-derived cannabinoids” means any product that is intended to be consumed
by humans or animals through inhalation or ingestion containing tetrahydrocannabinol and tetrahydrocan-
nabinolic acids that are artificially or natural derived from hemp where inhalation or ingestion is reasonably
likely to result in alternations of perception, cognition, or behavior.

VIII. No later than December 1, 2024, the commission, jointly with the department, shall develop draft
legislation to:

(a) Transfer regulatory authority of the therapeutic cannabis program authorized under RSA 126-X,
in whole or in part, to the commission; and

(b) Regulate cannabis retail outlets’ sale of cannabis and cannabis products to qualifying patients and
designated caregivers.

318-F:10 Prohibitions: Advertising Cannabis Sales.

I. Except as provided in this section, no person may advertise cannabis sales.

(a) The prohibition includes, but is not limited to advertising by radio, television, billboard advertising,
sound trucks, outdoor internally illuminated screen displays, in print, broadcast, and in-person solicitation
of customers outside of the premises of the cannabis retail outlet or alternative treatment center.

(b) This does not prohibit appropriate signs on the property of the cannabis retail outlet or alternative
treatment center, listings in business directories including online business listings, advertising on platforms
or publications that are solely focused on cannabis, listings in trade or medical publications, the sponsorship
of health or not-for-profit charity or advocacy events, or communications with previous customers of the retail
outlet or alternative treatment center.

(c) This does not prohibit cannabis establishments from directly soliciting other cannabis establishments.

II. A violation of this section is punishable by a civil fine of up to $1,000 for a first offense. A subsequent
violation is punishable by a civil fine of up to $5,000. These penalties are in addition to possible suspension
or revocation of a cannabis establishment license.

318-F:11 Entry to Cannabis Retail Outlets Limited.
Entry to cannabis retail outlets shall be restricted to people:

I. Twenty-one years of age or older who present official documentation listed in RSA 179:8 which is
consistent with the appearance of the person, is not expired, and is free of alteration, erasure, blemish, or
other impairment to verify age; or

I1. Qualifying patients.

318-F:12 Licensing Procedures for Cannabis Establishments.

I. Each application for a license to operate a cannabis establishment shall be submitted to the commission.

II. Each application shall include the fee established by the commission and a $500 fee for the munici-
pality to review the application, except that the municipal fee shall be $75 in the case of the smallest tier of
cultivation facilities and limited manufacturers.

ITI. The commission shall:

(a) Accept and process applications beginning no later than 2 months after the issuance of rules gov-
erning the category of cannabis establishment for which the rules were adopted.

(b) Immediately forward a copy of each application and the municipal fee to the municipality in which
the applicant desires to operate the cannabis establishment; and

(c) Issue a license to the applicant within 120 days after receipt of an application unless:

(1) The commission finds the applicant is not in compliance with the requirements of this chapter
or rules adopted under this chapter;

(2) The commission has not been notified by the relevant municipality that the applicant is in
compliance with an ordinance adopted pursuant to this chapter and in effect at the time of application; or

(3) More qualified applicants have applied than the number of licenses available for that category
of cannabis establishment, and the applicant was not selected.

(d) Accept and process applications on an ongoing basis.

IV. Each license applies to a single parcel of real property, and multiple licenses per property are permit-
ted. Any additional address which is not contiguous with the licensed property requires a separate application
and license.

V. A renewal application may be submitted up to 90 days prior to the expiration of the cannabis es-
tablishment’s license. The renewal application shall be granted within 30 days of its submission unless the
applicant has not paid the fee, the cannabis establishment’s license is suspended or revoked, or the cannabis
establishment has a pattern of violations of this law, the rules issued pursuant to it, or municipal regulations.
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VI. Conditional approval pending securing property.

(a) An applicant may not be rejected on the basis that the applicant has not purchased or leased the
property where the cannabis establishment would be located. However, the applicant may be required to
specify the municipality in which it intends to operate.

(b) The commission shall provide conditional approval for applicants that have not yet purchased or
leased the property where the cannabis establishment would be located, or who require additional work on
the business.

(c) Once the applicant provides the commission with a completed, supplemental application that
identifies the property where the cannabis establishment is to be located, the commission shall forward the
information to the local regulatory authority and approve or reject the final application within 45 days.

VII. Except as provided in RSA 318-F:14, nothing in this chapter prevents a person or entity from hold-
ing multiple types of cannabis licenses and from co-locating the businesses.

318-F:13 Enactment of Municipal Ordinances.

I. The voters of every municipality shall vote on whether to allow cannabis retail outlets in their munici-
pality at the first municipal election after July 1, 2024, unless the municipality elects to include this question
at the November 2024 biennial election. The wording of the questions shall be substantially as follows: “Shall
we allow the operation of cannabis retail outlets within this city or town?” The recount of any local option
vote, the procedures for holding such a recount, the declaration of the results of such a recount, and the pro-
cedure for an appeal from such a recount shall be as provided in RSA 660:13-15. A municipality’s prohibition
on cannabis establishments shall not prohibit transportation through the municipality or deliveries within
the municipality by cannabis establishments located in other jurisdictions.

II. A municipality where a vote to allow cannabis retail outlets or non-retail cannabis establishments
fails shall propose the question to voters again in a subsequent municipal election upon a petition. The peti-
tion shall be of not less than 5 percent of the legal voters within the city or town filed with the secretary of
state within the timeframe regulating other ballot measures for municipal elections. The same requirements
established in paragraph I shall apply to that subsequent municipal election.

ITI. A municipality may enact an ordinance limiting the number of each type of cannabis establishment
that may be permitted within the municipality and regulating the time, place, and manner of operation of a
cannabis establishment, which is permitted within the municipality.

IV. A municipality may enact an ordinance specifying the entity within the municipality that shall be
responsible for reviewing applications submitted for a license to operate a cannabis establishment within the
municipality. The entity designated by the municipality, or the municipality if no such entity is designated,
shall be responsible for indicating whether the application is in compliance with municipal ordinances and
notifying the applicant and the commission within 90 days.

V. A municipality may not negotiate or enter into an agreement with a cannabis establishment or a
cannabis establishment applicant requiring that the cannabis establishment or applicant provide money,
donations, in-kind contributions, services, or anything of value to the locality.

VI. If a municipality has passed an innovative land use control relative to cannabis establishments, it
shall notify the liquor commission within 90 days of passage. Municipalities without zoning ordinances or
which have failed to pass an innovative land use control relative to cannabis establishments will be governed
by the provisions of RSA 318-F and administrative rules relating to cannabis establishments enacted pursuant
to RSA 541-A. No local ordinance may be less restrictive than the provisions of RSA 318-F or administrative
rules enacted pursuant to RSA 541-A.

318-F:14 Financial Interests Prohibited.

I. No cannabis testing facility or individual with a controlling interest in a cannabis testing facility shall
have a direct or indirect financial interest in an alternative treatment center, a cannabis retail outlet, a can-
nabis cultivation facility, a limited manufacturer, or a cannabis product manufacturing facility.

I1. Prior to 2 years after the effective date of this chapter, no person or business entity may have a con-
trolling interest in more than 3 cannabis establishments of any single category.

ITI. Beginning 2 years after the effective date of this chapter, no person or business entity may have a
controlling interest in more than 20 percent of operational cultivation facilities, limited manufacturers, prod-
uct manufacturing facilities, or cannabis retail outlets, unless the person or business entity has a controlling
interest in no more than 3 cannabis establishments of a single category.

IV. Beginning 2 years after the effective date of this chapter, no person or business entity may have a
controlling interest in more than 50 percent of cannabis testing facilities, unless the person or entity has a
controlling interest in no more than 3 cannabis testing facilities.

V. No cannabis establishment or individual with a controlling interest in a cannabis establishment may
hold a controlling interest in a vendor that provides cannabis inventory tracking in New Hampshire.

VI. No vendor that provides cannabis inventory tracking in New Hampshire and no individual with a
controlling interest in a vendor that provides cannabis inventory tracking in New Hampshire may hold a
controlling interest in a cannabis establishment.
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VII. In this section, “controlling interest” means a financial or voting interest of 10 percent or greater.

318-F:15 Residency Required.

I. Except as provided in this section, any person applying for a cannabis establishment license shall
have been a resident, or shall have at least one director, officer, or partner who has been a New Hampshire
resident, for at least 3 years immediately preceding the date of application.

I1. This section shall not apply to an applicant for a testing facility license.

ITI. Each cannabis establishment must be registered with the secretary of state’s office with its principal
place of business located in New Hampshire.

318-F:16 Restrictions on Location Near Schools. No cannabis establishment shall operate, nor shall a pro-
spective cannabis establishment apply for a license, if the establishment would be located within 1,000 feet
of the property line of a pre-existing public or private elementary or secondary school.

318-F:17 Informational Materials, Warning Labels, and Medical Lock Boxes.

I. The commission, in consultation with the department, shall design at least 2 versions of informational
handout, one of which is specific to high potency products.

II. A cannabis retail outlet and any other cannabis establishment selling directly to consumers shall
include an informational handout designed by the commission in consultation with the department and the
cannabis advisory board with all cannabis and cannabis products sold to consumers, and shall include the
high potency version in all cannabis concentrates and other high potency sales. The informational handouts
shall include scientifically accurate information, including:

(a) Advice about the potential risks of cannabis, and, in the case of the high potency handout, risks
specific to high potency products, including:

(1) The risks of driving under the influence of cannabis, and the fact that doing so is illegal;

(2) Any adverse effects unique to adolescents or young adults, including effects related to the de-
veloping mind,;

(3) Potential adverse events and other risks, including related to mental health; and

(4) Risks of using cannabis during pregnancy or breastfeeding. This may be identical to that required
under RSA 126-X:8, XVI(e)(7).

(b) Information about methods for administering cannabis;

(c) How long cannabis may impair a person after it is ingested in each manner;

(d) How to recognize cannabis use disorder and how to obtain appropriate services or treatment;

(e) Information regarding safe storage and disposal of cannabis and paraphernalia to prevent acci-
dental poisonings, including the contact information for the Northern New England Poison Control Center.
This may be identical to that required under RSA 126-X:8, XVI(c)(8); and

(f) Subject to federal statutory law or case law, a disclosure that:

(1) Cannabis is illegal under U.S. federal law, and
(2) The ability of users of cannabis to purchase or own a gun under federal law is currently in the
federal courts, and the ultimate resolution is uncertain.

ITI. The commission shall require cannabis retail outlets to display informational posters in conspicuous
locations about the risks of cannabis use, including regarding risks during pregnancy and breastfeeding and
risks of cannabis use in adolescents or by younger adults. The posters shall be scientifically accurate.

IV. All cannabis and cannabis products sold by a cannabis retail outlet shall include warning labels that
provide the following information: “Warning: This product has intoxicating effects. For use by adults 21 and
older. Keep out of reach of children.” The commission may require a standard, recognizable symbol on all
cannabis packaging to signify that THC or other cannabinoids are included in the product.

V. All cannabis products sold by cannabis retail outlets shall include:

(a) A warning label that provides, “Caution: When eaten or swallowed, the intoxicating effects of this
product may be delayed,” unless the commission determines that a specific time frame should be specified.

(b) A disclosure of ingredients and possible allergens.

(c) A nutritional fact panel, if the cannabis product is a food-based product.

(d) Opaque, child-resistant packaging, which shall be designed or constructed to be significantly dif-
ficult for children under 5 years of age to open and not difficult for normal adults to use properly as defined
by 16 C.F.R. section 1700.20.

VI. All cannabis retail outlets shall include in their inventory medical lock boxes for sale to help keep
cannabis and cannabis products away from children.

318-F:18 Lawful Operation of Cannabis-Related Facilities.

I. Except as provided in this section, if undertaken by a person 21 years of age or older, the following
acts shall not be illegal under New Hampshire law or be a basis for seizure or forfeiture of assets under New
Hampshire law:

(a) Possessing, displaying, warehousing, transporting, or distributing cannabis or cannabis products;
obtaining or purchasing cannabis from a cannabis cultivation facility; delivering or transferring cannabis to a
cannabis testing facility; obtaining or purchasing cannabis or cannabis products from a cannabis product manu-
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facturing facility or limited manufacturer; or sale, delivery, or distribution of cannabis or cannabis products
to an adult who is 21 years of age or older, a qualifying patient, a designated caregiver or to cannabis retail
outlets or alternative treatment centers, if the person or business entity conducting the activities described
in this paragraph has obtained a current, valid license to operate a cannabis retail outlet or is acting in his
or her capacity as an owner, employee, or agent of a licensed cannabis retail outlet.

(b) Cultivating, harvesting, processing, packaging, transporting, distributing, displaying, or possess-
ing cannabis; obtaining or purchasing cannabis seeds from any adult 21 years of age or older; delivering or
transferring cannabis to a cannabis testing facility; selling or transferring cannabis that has not been pro-
cessed into extracts, concentrates, or other preparations to a cannabis cultivation facility, a cannabis product
manufacturing facility, a limited manufacturer, or a cannabis retail outlet or alternative treatment center;
or obtaining or purchasing cannabis from a cannabis cultivation facility, if the person or business entity con-
ducting the activities described in this paragraph has obtained a current, valid license to operate a cannabis
cultivation facility or is acting in his or her capacity as an owner, employee, or agent of a licensed cannabis
cultivation facility.

(c) Packaging, processing, transporting, manufacturing, displaying, or possessing cannabis or can-
nabis products; delivering or transferring cannabis or cannabis products to a cannabis testing facility;
selling cannabis or cannabis products to a cannabis retail outlet, alternative treatment center, limited
manufacturer, or a cannabis product manufacturing facility; purchasing or obtaining cannabis from a can-
nabis cultivation facility; or purchasing or obtaining cannabis or cannabis products from a cannabis product
manufacturing facility or limited manufacturer, if the person or business entity conducting the activities
described in this paragraph has obtained a current, valid license to operate a cannabis product manufac-
turing facility or is acting in his or her capacity as an owner, employee, or agent of a licensed cannabis
product manufacturing facility.

(d) Packaging, processing, transporting, manufacturing, displaying, or possessing cannabis or cannabis
products; delivering or transferring cannabis or cannabis products to a cannabis testing facility; selling can-
nabis or cannabis products to a cannabis retail outlet, alternative treatment center, limited manufacturer,
or a cannabis product manufacturing facility; purchasing or obtaining cannabis from a cannabis cultivation
facility; or purchasing or obtaining cannabis or cannabis products from a cannabis product manufacturing
facility or limited manufacturer, if the person or business entity conducting the activities described in this
paragraph has obtained a current, valid license to operate a limited manufacturer or is acting in his or her
capacity as an owner, employee, or agent of a licensed limited manufacturer.

(e) Possessing, obtaining, cultivating, processing, storing, transporting, receiving, or displaying can-
nabis or cannabis products if the person or business entity has obtained a current, valid license to operate
a cannabis testing facility or is acting in his or her capacity as an owner, employee, or agent of a licensed
cannabis testing facility.

(f) Engaging in any activities involving cannabis or cannabis products if the person or business entity
conducting the activities has obtained a current, valid license to operate a cannabis establishment or is acting
in his or her capacity as an owner, employee, or agent of a licensed cannabis establishment, and the activities
are within the scope of activities allowed by the commission for that type of cannabis establishment.

(g) Possessing, obtaining, cultivating, processing, storing, distributing transporting, or receiving
cannabis obtained from a cannabis establishment or transporting, delivering, or transferring cannabis to a
cannabis establishment if the person or business entity has obtained a current, valid license to operate a
cannabis transporter or cannabis distributor is acting in his or her capacity as an owner, employee, or agent
of a licensed cannabis transporter.

(h) Obtaining or purchasing cannabis from a cannabis cultivation facility; delivering or transferring
cannabis to a cannabis testing facility; or obtaining or purchasing cannabis or cannabis products from a can-
nabis product manufacturing facility or limited manufacturer if the person or business entity conducting the
activities described in this paragraph possesses a valid license to operate an alternative treatment center or
is acting in his or her capacity as an owner, employee, or agent of a licensed alternative treatment center.

(i) Leasing or otherwise allowing the use of property owned, occupied, or controlled by any person,
corporation, or other entity for any of the activities conducted lawfully in accordance with this chapter.

(§) Selling, offering for sale, transferring, transporting, or delivering cannabis to establishments li-
censed to process or sell cannabis under the laws of other states if the person or business entity has obtained
a current, valid license to operate a cannabis transporter, cannabis product manufacturing facility, limited
manufacturer, or cannabis cultivation facility or is acting in his or her capacity as an owner, employee, or
agent of a cannabis transporter, cannabis product manufacturing facility, or cannabis cultivation facility.

IT. No sales to consumers, including from cannabis retail outlets with dual-use certificates, may begin
until the liquor and cannabis commissioner certifies there is a sufficient supply of cannabis and cannabis
products to begin sales.

318-F:19 Proof of Purchaser’s Identity.
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I. For the purposes of this chapter, any person or entity making the sale of cannabis, cannabis products,
or cannabis accessories to any purchaser whose age is in question shall require and may accept any official
documentation listed in RSA 179:8 as proof that the purchaser is 21 years of age or older.

I1. Photographic identification presented under this section shall be consistent with the appearance of
the person and shall not be expired and shall be correct and free of alteration, erasure, blemish, or other
impairment.

ITI. The establishment of all of the following facts by a cannabis retail outlet or an agent or employee
of a cannabis retail outlet making a sale of cannabis or cannabis accessories to a person under the age of 21
shall constitute an affirmative defense to any prosecution for such sale:

(a) That the person presented what an ordinary and prudent person would believe to be valid docu-
mentation of a type listed in RSA 179:8.

(b) That the sale was made in good faith relying upon such documentation and appearance in the
reasonable belief that the person was 21 years of age or older.

318-F:20 Enforcement Activity Verifying Noncompliance.

I. Except as provided in this section, it shall be a violation to sell any cannabis, cannabis product, can-
nabis accessories or cannabis paraphernalia to a minor during enforcement activity initiated solely for the
purpose of verifying noncompliance with RSA 318-F:19. It shall be a misdemeanor to knowingly sell cannabis,
cannabis product, or cannabis paraphernalia to a minor at the time of any such enforcement activity. The
commission shall retain the right to require the licensee in such a circumstance to initiate additional train-
ing of its staff or individual employee. This section shall not apply to law enforcement initiatives involving
surveillance, investigations, or criminal complaints of violations of RSA 318-F:19.

I1. This section does not apply if the minor:

(a) Presented what an ordinary and prudent person would believe to be valid documentation showing
the minor was a qualifying patient or designated patient who is allowed to purchase cannabis pursuant to
RSA 126-X; and

(b) The sale was made in good faith relying upon such documentation and appearance in the reason-
able belief that the person was allowed to purchase cannabis pursuant to RSA 126-X.

318-F:21 Driving; Minors; Control of Property.

I. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to permit driving or operating under the influence of drugs
or liquor pursuant to RSA 265-A, nor shall this section prevent the state from enacting and imposing penal-
ties for driving under the influence of or while impaired by cannabis.

IT. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to permit the transfer of cannabis, with or without remu-
neration, to a person under the age of 21, or to allow a person under the age of 21 to purchase, possess, use,
transport, grow, or consume cannabis.

ITI. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit a state or county correctional facility from prohibiting the
possession, consumption, use, display, transfer, distribution, sale, transportation, or growing of cannabis on
or in the correctional facility’s property.

IV. Control of Property.

(a) Except as provided in this section, this chapter does not require any person, corporation, or any
other entity that occupies, owns, or controls a property to allow the consumption, cultivation, display, sale,
or transfer of cannabis on or in that property.

(b) In the case of the rental of a residential dwelling, a landlord shall not prohibit the possession of
cannabis or the consumption of cannabis by non-smoked means unless:

(1) The tenant is a roomer who is not leasing the entire residential dwelling;

(2) The residence is incidental to the provision of educational, counseling, religious, or similar service;

(3) The residence is a transitional housing facility; or

(4) Failing to prohibit cannabis possession or consumption would violate federal law or regulations
or cause the landlord to lose a monetary or licensing-related benefit under federal law or regulations.

(c) This chapter shall not prevent a landlord from prohibiting cannabis smoking.

(d) An adult who is 21 or older may use cannabis on privately owned real property only with permis-
sion of the property owner or, in the case of leased or rented property, with the permission of the tenant in
possession of the property, except that a tenant shall not allow a person to smoke cannabis on rented property
if smoking on the property violates the lease or the lessor’s rental policies that apply to all tenants at the
property. However, a tenant may permit an adult who is 21 or older to use cannabis on leased property by
ingestion or inhalation through vaporization even if smoking is prohibited by the lease or rental policies. For
purposes of this chapter, vaporization shall mean the inhalation of cannabis without the combustion of the
cannabis.

318-F:22 Enforcement of Contracts. Contracts related to the operation of a cannabis establishment licensed
pursuant to this chapter shall be enforceable. No contract entered into by a licensed cannabis establishment
or its employees or agents as permitted pursuant to a valid license, or by those who allow property to be used
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by an establishment, its employees, or its agents as permitted pursuant to a valid license, shall be unenforce-
able on the basis that cultivating, obtaining, manufacturing, distributing, dispensing, transporting, selling,
possessing, or using cannabis is prohibited by federal law.

318-F:23 Non-Discrimination for State-Legal Cannabis Activities and Prior Convictions.

I. Except as provided in this section, a holder of a professional or occupational license may not be subject
to professional discipline for:

(a) Providing advice or services related to cannabis establishments or applications to operate cannabis
establishments on the basis that cannabis is illegal under federal law; or

(b) Engaging in activities allowed by this chapter.

II. An applicant for a professional or occupational license may not be denied a license based on:

(a) Previous employment related to cannabis establishments operating in accordance with state law;

(b) A prior conviction for a non-violent cannabis offense that does not involve distribution, or

(c) Engaging in activities allowed by this chapter.

ITI. Except as provided in this section, neither the state nor any of its political subdivisions may impose
any penalty or deny any benefit or entitlement for conduct permitted under this chapter or for the presence
of cannabinoids or cannabinoid metabolites in the urine, blood, saliva, breath, hair, or other tissue or fluid of
a person who is 21 years of age or older.

IV. Except as provided in this section, neither the state nor any of its political subdivisions may deny a
driver’s license, a professional license, housing assistance, social services, or other benefits based on cannabis
use or for the presence of cannabinoids or cannabinoid metabolites in the urine, blood, saliva, breath, hair,
or other tissue or fluid of a person who is 21 years of age or older.

V. A person shall not be denied custody of or visitation with a minor for acting in accordance with this
act, unless the person’s behavior is such that it creates an unreasonable danger to the minor that can be
clearly articulated and substantiated.

VI. Except as provided in this section, neither the state nor any of its political subdivisions may discrimi-
nate against a person in hiring, termination, or any term or condition of employment, or otherwise penalize
a person in employment or contracting, if the discrimination is based upon either of the following:

(a) Engaging in activities allowed by this chapter;

(b) A prior conviction for a non-violent cannabis offense that does not involve distribution; or

(c) Testing positive for the presence of cannabinoids or cannabinoid metabolites in the urine, blood,
saliva, breath, hair, or other tissue or fluid of the individual’s body.

VII. Employer and employee protections.

(a) This section does not prevent an employer from disciplining an employee or contractor for ingest-
ing cannabis in the workplace or for working while impaired by cannabis.

(b) The protections provided by this section do not apply to the extent that they conflict with a gov-
ernmental employer’s obligations under federal law or regulations or to the extent that they would disqualify
the entity from a monetary or licensing-related benefit under federal law or regulations.

(c) This section does not authorize any person to engage in, and does not prevent the imposition of
any civil, criminal, disciplinary, or other penalties, including discipline or termination by a governmental
employer, any task while under the influence of cannabis, when doing so would constitute negligence or pro-
fessional misconduct.

VIII. For the purposes of medical care, including organ and tissue transplants, the use of cannabis does
not constitute the use of an illicit substance or otherwise disqualify a person from needed medical care and
may only be considered with respect to evidence-based clinical criteria.

IX. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, unless there is a specific finding that the individual’s
use, cultivation, or possession of cannabis could create a danger to the individual or another person, it shall
not be a violation of conditions of parole, probation, or pre-trial release to:

(a) Engage in conduct allowed by this chapter; or

(b) Test positive for cannabis, tetrahydrocannabinol, or any other cannabinoid or metabolite of cannabis.

X. This section does not authorize any person to engage in, and does not prevent the imposition of any
penalties for engaging in, the following conduct:

(a) Undertaking any task under the influence of cannabis, when doing so would constitute negligence
or professional misconduct.

(b) Operating, navigating, or being in actual physical control of any motor vehicle, aircraft, train, or
motorboat while under the influence of cannabis.

318-F:24 Data Collection Related to Cannabis Legalization and Regulation. No later than 2 years after the
effective date of this chapter, and every 2 years thereafter, the department of health and human services shall,
where appropriate, enter into memorandums of understanding with the department of safety, the department
of justice, the department of education, the commission, and any other agency determined by the department
of health and human services to possess relevant data, to collect data, and produce and publish a report that
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includes baseline data and the most current data regarding health and welfare outcomes before and after can-
nabis legalization and regulation for adult use. All data in the report shall be non-identifiable and respectful of
personal privacy. This report may be combined with the report required under RSA 126-A:106, VI, relative to
the substance use prevention, treatment, and recovery fund allocated under RSA 318-F:27.

318-F:25 Agency Fee Imposed.

I. An agency fee of 10 percent shall be levied on the monthly total gross revenue derived from the sale
of cannabis and cannabis products from a cannabis retail outlets and any other cannabis establishment for
sales directly to consumers, provided:

(a) The agency fee shall not apply to sales to qualifying patients, directly or via their designated
caregivers.

(b) The agency fee shall not apply to the sale of cannabis accessories, or any product other than can-
nabis and cannabis product.

II. The commission shall adopt rules under RSA 541-A relative to the agency fee procedures needed to
implement the provisions of this section.

318-F:26 Cannabis Fund Established.

I. There is established a nonlapsing fund to be known as the cannabis fund. The fund shall be kept
distinct and separate from all other funds in the state treasury, and the moneys credited to the fund shall
be held distinct and separate from all other funds over which the state treasurer has control. Moneys in the
fund shall be deposited with any financial institution as defined in RSA 383-A:2-201(a)(27-a), with a branch
in the state. Moneys credited to the fund shall include deposits into the fund by the commission pursuant
to this chapter and deposits into the fund by the commissioner of the department of revenue administration
pursuant to RSA 77-H.

I1. For the biennium ending June 30, 2025, and every biennium thereafter, the commission shall include the
cost of administration of this chapter in the commission’s efficiency expenditure request pursuant to RSA 9:4.

III. For the biennium ending June 30, 2025, the sum of $8,000,000 is hereby appropriated to the com-
mission for the cost of administration of this chapter. Said sum shall be a charge against the fund.

IV. The commission shall credit all fees and civil penalties imposed under this chapter, including agency fees
levied pursuant to 318-F:25, and all other related moneys received from public or private sources to the fund.

V. After deducting appropriations charged to the fund for the cost of administration of this chapter and
RSA 77-H, the remaining funds shall be appropriated and distributed by the commission on a quarterly basis
as follows:

(a) The sum of $100,000 annually to the department of health and human services, for data collection
and reporting related to the health impacts of cannabis legalization and regulation under RSA 318-F:24; and
(b) Of the remaining funds:

(1) Sixty-five percent shall be disbursed to the education trust fund established in RSA 198:39. The
comptroller shall notify the commissioner of the department of revenue administration of the amount of the
transfer. For the purpose of setting the education tax rate under RSA 76:3, the amount of revenue required
to be collected pursuant to RSA 76:3 shall be reduced by the amount transferred to the education trust fund
as required in this subparagraph, and the commissioner shall set the rate at a level sufficient to generate the
reduced amount. This rate shall be effective for the following fiscal year;

(2) Ten percent shall be allocated to the community reinvestment fund established in RSA 318-F:28;

(3) Ten percent shall be allocated to the substance use prevention, treatment, and recovery fund
established in RSA 318-F:27;

(4) Five percent shall be allocated for broad based aid to municipalities with at least one operational
cannabis retail store during the time period in which the revenues were collected, with the amount of alloca-
tion to each municipality determined based on the percent of tax revenue collected from retail stores located
in the municipality;

(5) Five percent shall be allocated to public safety agencies, including police, fire, and rescue agen-
cies, for the hiring and training of additional drug recognition experts, for advanced roadside impaired driving
enforcement training, and to assist in responding to drug overdose incidents; and

(6) Five percent shall be disbursed to the department of health and human services, division for
behavioral health, bureau of children’s behavioral health, to be used for children’s behavioral health services.

318-F:27 Substance Use Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery Fund Established. There is hereby es-
tablished in the state treasury the nonlapsing substance use prevention, treatment, and recovery fund that
shall be kept distinct and separate from all other funds. All proceeds allocated to the fund pursuant to RSA
318-F:26 shall be deposited in the fund. The state treasurer shall invest the fund in accordance with RSA
6:8. Any earnings on fund moneys shall be added to the fund. All moneys in the fund shall be nonlapsing and
shall be continually appropriated to the state treasury. The state treasurer shall disburse funds from the
fund solely for the purposes and in the manner set forth in RSA 126-A:106.

318-F:28 Community Reinvestment Fund Established.
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I. There is established in the state treasury a nonlapsing fund to be known as the community reinvest-
ment fund that shall be kept distinct and separate from all other funds.
I1. All proceeds allocated to the fund pursuant to RSA 318-F:26 shall be deposited in the fund.
I1I. All moneys in the fund shall be nonlapsing and shall be continually appropriated to the commission.
The state treasurer shall disburse funds from the fund solely for the purposes and in the manner set forth in
this section.
IV. The fund shall be used to support New Hampshire communities. The fund may be used for the fol-
lowing purposes to support those communities:
(a) Water and sewer expansion projects so long as properties passed by new water and sewer funded
through this source are not required to participate;
(b) Legal aid services for expungement of cannabis convictions authorized under RSA 651:5-b and
RSA 651:5-c;
(c) Grants to assist farmers entering the cannabis market; and
(d) Cannabis-related research and development.
V. The commission shall report to the general court within 18 months after the effective date of this act
and by January 1 of each year thereafter on distribution of funds pursuant to this section.
Amend RSA 318-B:2-c, I as inserted by section 12 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
I. [In-thisseetion:
ta)] “Marijuana” means “cannabis” as defined in RSA 318-F:1, 1I. [includes-theleaves,stems;flowers;

o |
Amend RSA 651:5-b, I(b) as inserted by section 14 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

(b) “Possession limit” means the current “possession limit” as defined in RSA 318-F:1, XVIII.
Amend the bill by deleting sections 18-28 and renumbering the original section 29-46 to read as 17-34,
respectively.

Amend the bill by replacing section 17 with the following:

17 Apportionment, Assessment and Abatement of Taxes; Assessment; Education Tax. Amend RSA 76:3 to
read as follows:

76:3 Education Tax. Beginning July 1, 2005, and every fiscal year thereafter, the commissioner of the de-
partment of revenue administration shall set the education tax rate at a level sufficient to generate revenue
of $363,000,000, less any amount credited to the education trust fund pursuant to RSA 318-F:26, when
imposed on all persons and property taxable pursuant to RSA 76:8, except property subject to tax under RSA
82 and RSA 83-F. The education property tax rate shall be effective for the following fiscal year. The rate
shall be set to the nearest 1/2 cent necessary to generate the revenue required in this section.

Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 126-X:8, XX as inserted by section 21 of the bill by replacing it
with the following:

XX. An alternative treatment center organized as a voluntary corporation under RSA 292 may convert
from a voluntary corporation under RSA 292 to either a domestic business corporation organized under RSA
293-A or a limited liability company organized under RSA 304-C in any of the following ways:

Amend RSA 126-X:8, XXIV as inserted by section 21 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

XXIV. Conversion and merger requirements:

(a) Any alternative treatment center choosing to convert or merge pursuant to this section shall obtain
an independent fair market valuation of its total assets as of 180 days prior to the conversion or merger. The
valuation of the total assets of such alternative treatment center, if positive, shall be distributed to one or more
charitable organizations solely for charitable purposes. The director of charitable trusts shall receive a copy
of the valuation and may file any objection relating thereto with the court within 60 days. Except as set forth
in this section and notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, no portion of the assets of such alternative
treatment center after the conversion or merger, as applicable, shall be deemed to be charitable assets.

(b) Any alternative treatment center choosing to convert or merge pursuant to this section shall sub-
mit a copy of the plan of conversion or merger to the director of charitable trusts. The director may file an
objection relating to the plan with the court within 60 days.
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(c) Any alternative treatment center that has converted or merged pursuant to this section shall,
within 2 months and thereafter for 2 years, annually file a letter with the director of charitable trusts certi-
fying compliance with the requirements of RSA 126-X:8, XX.

Amend the bill by replacing section 32 with the following:
32 Appropriations.

I. The sum of $100,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025 is hereby appropriated to the department
of health and human services for the purpose of collecting baseline data to be used in the reports required
pursuant to RSA 318-F:24. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in
the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

II. The sum of $8,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025 is hereby appropriated to the liquor
and cannabis commission for deposit into the cannabis fund established in RSA 318-F:26 for the administration
of RSA 318-F. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury
not otherwise appropriated.

III. The sum of $500,000 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025 is hereby appropriated to the substance
use prevention, treatment, and recovery fund established in RSA 318-F:27 for the cost of developing and
implementing a public education campaign prior to initiation of retail sales.

The question being adoption of the majority committee amendment.

Rep. Wheeler spoke against and yielded to questions.

Rep. Layon spoke in favor.

On a division vote, with 263 members having voted in the affirmative, and 116 in the negative, the majority
committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

Reps. Tim Cahill and Lili Walsh spoke against.

Rep. Layon spoke in favor and yielded to questions.

On a division vote, with 239 members having voted in the affirmative, and 141 in the negative, the majority
committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

Rep. Richards declared a conflict of interest and did not participate in the vote.

MOTION TO SPECIAL ORDER

Reps. Vose and McGhee moved that HB 1472-FN, relative to rebates of energy efficiency funds for electric
vehicles, be made a Special Order as the first order of business after the lunch break.
Motion was adopted by the necessary three-fifths vote.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 1649-FN, relative to prohibiting certain products with intentionally added PFAS. MAJORITY: OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Carry Spier for the Majority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. As amended, this bill would prohibit
manufacturers of certain consumer products in our state that have PFAS added, products the people of this
state use in our everyday lives. Effective July 1, 2028, New Hampshire would join other states that have
banned the sale of products which expose us, our families, friends and neighbors to PFAS, including food
packaging, cosmetics, products sold to children, carpets and upholstered furniture. The products to be banned
by this bill were those with the highest PFAS load entering our waste stream via landfills and wastewater
treatments plants or are sources of the greatest direct exposure. They include items most commonly banned
in the 14 states enacting such legislation. New Hampshire is one of the states in this country most burdened
by PFAS contamination. The state and its towns have spent no less than $110 million already on remediation
and there is no end in sight. The health of our citizenry has suffered. The toxicity level to which our drink-
ing water must now be tested in the one-trillionths. These “forever chemicals” have invaded our water, our
soil, our air and virtually everyone now has PFAS in their bodies. Our neighbors who live in the Merrimack
area have suffered greatly with the Saint-Gobain PFAS contamination. Once released into the environment,
these chemicals are almost impossible to destroy. While technology is advancing, destruction is impractical
and impossibly expensive. The Committee received testimony in support of this bill from a broad spectrum of
entities and individuals. Few, if any issues, could bring people together in the way PFAS brought together the
supporters of this bill. The committee was impressed at the great statewide consensus of opinion on banning
PFAS-added products, including public and private solid waste facility owners and operators, wastewater
treatment and drinking water facilities, public health associations, professional firefighters, the New Hamp-
shire Municipal Association, a consortium of environmental organizations and many individuals with personal
experience dealing with PFAS contamination. There is non-partisan agreement that to stop the contamination,
we must stop using these products wherever we can. The committee also received testimony from a number
of trade associations representing products sought to be banned. Although the New Hampshire Department
of Environmental Services (NHDES) remains neutral on the bill, the committee also accommodated most
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concerns of the department. As amended, the bill has largely answered these concerns by excluding federally
controlled and preferred products, and by removing the reporting and labeling requirements. Although NHDES
remains neutral on the bill, the committee accommodated most concerns of its concerns. To effectuate the
ban, the bill would create a position at NHDES, which would sunset five years after the ban goes into effect
to ensure the position would not continue unnecessarily. After an extensive discussion and comprehensive
review of the legislation, the majority of the committee was convinced that the best and only way to stop the
influx of these dangerous chemicals into our state it to prohibit their sale and recommended passage of this
bill as amended. Vote 16-3.

Rep. Keith Ammon for the Minority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill, as amended, introduces a
prohibition, effective from July 1, 2028, against the sale, use, or promotional distribution of consumer prod-
ucts containing PFAS, specifically targeting carpets or rugs, cosmetics, fabric treatments, feminine hygiene
products, fluorine-treated containers, food packaging and containers, juvenile products, personal protective
equipment, dental floss, mattresses, and upholstered furniture such as sofas, among other products within
the state. Despite identified areas of groundwater PFAS contamination within our state, which have posed
health risks and harm to nearby residents, the sources of such contamination are primarily linked to industrial
discharge from manufacturing facilities, fire stations, and military bases rather than the consumer products
targeted for a ban under this legislation. Consequently, the rationale for banning these consumer items lacks
substantial evidence demonstrating their contribution to PFAS pollution in our state. Additionally, the bill
imposes an arduous process on manufacturers, compelling them to seek legislative exemptions for their prod-
ucts. Given the lack of direct evidence linking these consumer products to groundwater PFAS contamination
and the undue burden placed on product manufacturers and consumers, the minority recommendation is to
recommend this bill as Inexpedient to Legislate.

Majority Amendment (0352h)

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 New Section; Consumer Protection; Per and Polyfluoroalkyl Substance Use Restricted. Amend RSA 149-
M by inserting after section 63 the following new section:
149-M:64 Consumer Products; Per and Polyfluoroalkyl Substance Use Restricted.
I. In this section:

(a) “Adult mattress” means a mattress other than a crib mattress or toddler mattress.

(b) “Alternative” means a substitute process, product, material, chemical, strategy, or combination of
these that has been evaluated and serves a functionally equivalent purpose to a PFAS in a product that has
less risk to human health or the environment than the use of PFAS in the product.

(c) “Carpet or rug” means a fabric product marketed or intended for use as a floor covering in house-
holds or businesses.

(d) “Chemical” means a substance with a distinct molecular composition or a group of structurally
related substances and includes the breakdown products of the substance or substances that form through
decomposition, degradation, or metabolism.

(e) “Consumer product” means any tangible personal property which is distributed in commerce and
which is normally used for personal, family, or household purposes. “Consumer products” includes product
categories that are normally used by households, but designed for or sold to businesses, such as commercial
carpets or commercial floor waxes.

(f) “Cosmetic” means an article for retail sale or professional use intended to be rubbed, poured, sprinkled,
or sprayed on, introduced into, or otherwise applied to the human body for cleansing, beautifying, promoting
attractiveness, or altering the appearance.

(g) “Department” means the department of environmental services.

(h) “Distributor” has the same meaning as RSA 149-M:33, II.

(i) “Feminine hygiene product” means a product used to collect menstruation and vaginal discharge,
including tampons, pads, sponges, menstruation underwear, disks, applicators, and menstrual cups, whether
disposable or reusable.

(G) “Food packaging and containers™ means a container applied to or providing a means to market,
protect, handle, deliver, serve, contain, or store a food or beverage. Food packaging includes: (1) a unit package,
an intermediate package, and a shipping container; (2) unsealed receptacles, such as carrying cases, crates,
cups, plates, bowls, pails, rigid foil and other trays, wrappers and wrapping films, bags, and tubs; and (3) an
individual assembled part of a food package, such as any interior or exterior blocking, bracing, cushioning,
weatherproofing, exterior strapping, coatings, closures, inks, and labels.

(k) “Intentionally added PFAS” means:

(1) PFAS that a manufacturer has intentionally added to a product or product component and that
have a functional or technical effect in the product or product component, including PFAs components of
intentionally added chemicals and PFAS that are intentional breakdown products of an added chemical that
also have a functional or technical effect in the product; or
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(2) The presence of PFAS in a product or product component above thresholds established by the
department in rule.

(1) “Juvenile product” means any product designed or marketed for use by infants and children under
12 years of age:

(1) Including, but not limited to a baby or toddler foam pillow, bassinet, bedside sleeper, booster
seat, changing pad, child restraint system for use in motor vehicles and aircraft, co-sleeper, crib mattress,
highchair, highchair pad, infant bouncer, infant carrier, infant seat, infant sleep positioner, infant swing, infant
travel bed, infant walker, nap cot, nursing pad, nursing pillow, playmat, playpen, play-yard, polyurethane
foam mat, pad or pillow, portable form nap mat, portable infant sleeper, portable hook-on chair, soft-sided
portable crib, stroller, and toddler mattress, and

(2) Not including children’s electronic products, such as a personal computer, audio and video
equipment, calculator, wireless phone, game console, hand held device incorporating a video screen, or any
associated peripheral such as a mouse, keyboard, power supply unit or power cord, a medical device, or an
adult mattress.

(m) “Known or reasonably ascertainable” means all information in a person’s possession or control,
plus all information that a reasonable person similarly situated might be expected to possess, control, or know.

(n) “Manufacturer” means any person, firm, association, partnership, corporation, organization, com-
bination, or joint venture, which produces a PFAS-added product, or an importer or domestic distributor of a
PFAS-added product, which is produced in a foreign country. In the case of a multi-component PFAS-added
product, the manufacturer is the last manufacturer to produce or assemble the product. If the multi-component
product is produced in a foreign country, the manufacturer is the importer or domestic distributor.

(0) “Medical device” has the meaning given “device” under 21 U.S.C. section 321(h).

(p) “Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances” or “PFAS” means a class of fluorinated organic
chemicals containing at least one fully fluorinated carbon.

(q) “Personal protective equipment” means equipment worn to minimize exposure to hazards that cause
serious workplace injuries and illnesses that may result from contact with chemical, radiological, physical,
biological, electrical, mechanical, or other workplace or professional hazards.

(r) “PFAS-added consumer product” means:

(1) A product, commodity, chemical, or product component that was manufactured after the effec-
tive date of this section;

(2) That contains PFAS intentionally added to the product, commodity, chemical, or product com-
ponent; and

(3) Is a consumer product. These products include formulated PFAS-added products, and fabricated
PFAS-added products.

(s) “PFAS-added product” means:

(1) A product, including a PFAS-added consumer product, commodity, chemical, or product compo-
nent that was manufactured after the effective date of this section; and

(2) That contains PFAS intentionally added to the product, commodity, chemical, or product component.

(t) “Product” means an item manufactured, assembled, packaged, or otherwise prepared for sale to
consumers, including its product components, sold, or distributed for personal, residential, commercial, or
industrial use, including for use in making other products.

(u) “Product component” means an identifiable component of a product, regardless of whether the
manufacturer of the product is the manufacturer of the component.

(v) “Retailer” means a person who sells a PFAS-added product in the state through any means, includ-
ing a sales outlet, a catalog, the telephone, the Internet, or any electronic means.

(w) “Supplier” has the same meaning as in RSA 149-M:33, X.

(x) “Upholstered furniture” means an article of furniture that is designed for sitting, resting, or reclin-
ing and is wholly or partly stuffed or filled with filling material.

(y) “Textile” means an item made in whole or part from a natural or synthetic fiber, yarn, or fabric.
Textile includes but is not limited to leather, cotton, silk, jute, hemp, wool, viscose, nylon, and polyester.

(z) “Textile furnishings” means textile goods of a type customarily used in households and businesses,
including but not limited to, draperies, floor coverings, furnishings, bedding, towels, and tablecloths. “Textile
furnishings” does not include textiles used in medical or industrial settings.

(aa) “Textile treatment” means a product intended to be applied to a textile to give or enhance one or
more characteristics, including, but not limited to, stain resistance or water resistance. “Textile treatment”
does not include textile dye.

I1.(a) The following are exempt from the requirements of this section:

(1) The resale of products manufactured prior to the ban imposed by this section.

(2) A product for which federal law governs the presence of PFAS in the product in a manner that
preempts state authority.
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(3) Products regulated as drugs or medical devices by the United States Food and Drug Adminis-
tration under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, 21 U.S.C. 321 et seq.

(4) Public water systems as defined by RSA 485:1-a, XV, wastewater treatment plants as defined
by RSA 485-A:2, XVI-a, or a government-owned facility as the term facility is defined in RSA 149-M:4, IX.

(5) Products or substances approved as substitutes under the Significant New Alternatives Policy
program of the United States Environmental Protection Agency, pursuant to section 612 of the amended
Clean Air Act of 1990, 42 U.S.C. section 7671k, or substitutes needed to execute the American Innovation and
Manufacturing Act, 42 U.S.C. section 7675 et seq. This exemption does not apply to PFAS-added products
banned by this section.

(b) The following are exempt from the PFAS ban imposed by this section:

(1) Products made with at least 85 percent recycled content.
(2) Products manufactured prior to the ban imposed by this section.
(3) Replacement parts for products manufactured prior to the ban imposed by this section.

III.(a) The department is authorized to participate in the establishment and implementation of a multi-
jurisdictional clearinghouse to assist in carrying out the requirements of this section and to help coordinate
applications and reviews of the manufacturer obligations under the section. The clearinghouse may also
maintain a database of all products containing PFAS, including PFAS-added products; a file on all exemptions
granted by the participating jurisdictions; a file on alternative labeling plans; and a file of all the manufactur-
ers’ reports on the effectiveness of any PFAS-added product collection systems they may institute.

(b) Public disclosure of confidential business information submitted to the department pursuant to
this section shall be governed by the requirements of the state’s freedom of information act. Notwithstanding
the requirements of the state’s freedom of information act, the department may provide the interjurisdictional
clearinghouse with copies of such information and the interjurisdictional clearinghouse may compile or pub-
lish analyses or summaries of such information provided that the analyses or summaries do not identify any
manufacturer or reveal any confidential information. Clearinghouse members and employees shall be viewed
as operating under a common interest and conversations among and between members or employees shall
not violate any exception to any member jurisdiction’s freedom of information act.

IV. Prohibitions.

(a) Product Ban. On July 1, 2028, the following PFAS-added consumer products shall be prohibited
from being offered for final sale or use or distributed for promotional purposes in the state:

(1) Carpets or rugs.

(2) Cosmetics.

(3) Textile treatments.

(4) Feminine hygiene products.

(5) Food packaging and containers.
(6) Juvenile products.

(7) Personal protective equipment.
(8) Upholstered furniture.

(9) Textile furnishings.

V.(a) Upon request by the department, a certificate of compliance, or copies thereof, stating that a product
is in compliance with the requirements of this section shall be furnished by its manufacturer or supplier to
the department.

(b) Where compliance is achieved under any jurisdiction exemptions provided in paragraph II, the
certificate of compliance shall state the specific basis upon with the exemption is claimed.

(c) The certificate of compliance shall be signed by an authorized official of the manufacturer or sup-
plier. The purchaser shall retain the certificate of compliance for as long as the produce is in use. A certificate
of compliance shall be kept on file by the manufacturer or supplier. A manufacturer or supplier may make
the certificate of compliance available on their company website or through an authorized representative of
the company such as an interjurisdictional clearinghouse.

(d) If the manufacturer or supplier of a product reformulates or creates a new product, the manu-
facturer or supplier shall provide an amended or new certificate of compliance for such reformulated or new
product to the department.

(e) Within 30 days of receipt of a request by the department under this section, the manufacturer or
supplier shall:

(1) Provide the department with the certificate of compliance attesting that the product does not
contain a chemical regulated under this act; or

(2) Notify persons who sell the product containing chemicals regulated under this section that the
sale of the product is prohibited, and provide the department with a copy of the notice and a list of the names
and addresses of those notified.

VI. The department may adopt, under RSA 541-A, any rules necessary for the implementation, admin-
istration, and enforcement of this section.
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VII.(a) The department may enforce this section pursuant to its authority under RSA 149-M:38. The
commissioner may coordinate with the commissioner of the department of health and human services in
enforcing this section, if necessary.

(b) When requested by the department, a person shall furnish to the department any information that
the person may have or may reasonably obtain that is relevant to show compliance with this section.

2 Department of Environmental Services; Position Established; Appropriation. There is hereby established
in the department of environmental services, one full-time classified environmentalist IV position for the
purposes of establishing rules, coordinating with the clearinghouse and manufacturers on technical implemen-
tation details, recommendations as to any related manufacturer fees and performing ongoing duties such as
compliance assurance and enforcement as outlined in this act. The sum necessary to pay the salary, benefits,
and other costs related to the position established in this section is hereby appropriated to the department
of environmental services for the biennium ending June 30, 2025. This appropriation shall be in addition
to any other appropriations made to the department in the biennium. The governor is authorized to draw a
warrant for said sum out of any money in treasury not otherwise appropriated. The funds appropriated for
this position shall lapse on June 30, 2033.

3 Appropriation; Department of Environmental Services. The sum of $250,000 for the biennium ending
June 30, 2025, is hereby appropriated to the department of environmental services to fund administrative
costs related to establishment and initial operation of the PFAS-added products control program established
by this act, such as costs associated with data collection, lab testing and analysis, third party assistance,
educational material development and distribution, and participation in the interjurisdictional clearinghouse
authorized herein. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the trea-
sury not otherwise appropriated.

4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill restricts the use of per and polyfluoroalkyl substances in certain consumer products sold in New
Hampshire. The bill also makes appropriations to the department of environmental services to fund an ad-
ditional position and to fund the PFAS products control program.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Majority committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1674-FN, relative to establishing the New Hampshire legal tender act and establishing a state bul-
lion depository. MAJORITY: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.

Rep. Dick Thackston for the Majority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This proposal, being a complex
combination of public and private stake holders, requires greater study before this committee can make an
informed recommendation to the House. We recommend this bill be referred for Interim Study before final
action is taken. Vote 14-5.

Rep. Keith Ammon for the Minority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. Section 1, Articles 8 and 10 of the
U.S. Constitution grants Congress the power to coin money and regulate its value. It prohibits states from
coining money, emitting bills of credit, or making anything but “gold and silver coin” a tender in payment of
debts. As of January 2024, the US national debt has exceeded $34 trillion, with projections indicating expo-
nential growth. Annual interest payments on this debt now surpass $750 billion, nearly surpassing the entire
US defense budget. The national debt has exceeded 120% of gross domestic product (GDP), with one-third
to one-half of GDP coming from government spending. The federal government may be incentivized to print
more money to manage the runaway debt, leading to further currency devaluation. The inflation caused by
this would act as a hidden tax and for a time allow the government to repay debt with devalued currency
without needing to enforce much-needed fiscal restraint through congressional action. Devaluing the currency
would have detrimental effects on the citizens of New Hampshire. It would erode savings, increase living
costs, and undermine the economic stability of individuals and businesses. The proposed amendment to this
bill numbered 2024-0373h, replaces and refines the original bill to make gold and silver legal tender within
New Hampshire as provided for in the US Constitution. This initiative mirrors actions taken by Utah in 2011
and followed by Louisiana, West Virginia, Arizona, Kansas, Oklahoma, Indiana, Texas, Missouri, South Caro-
lina, Tennessee, and Wyoming, establishing a legal foundation for using precious metals as currency. In New
Hampshire, encouraging sound money, such as gold and silver, could offer benefits by preserving purchasing
power, promoting savings, and ensuring economic stability amidst national fiscal uncertainty. The minority
position, supporting an amendment advocate for the passage of this measure as a prudent first step towards
ensuring financial security for New Hampshire citizens.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Refer for Interim Study.
Majority committee report was adopted.
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HB 1050-FN, relative to establishing a voluntary waiver of the right to purchase a firearm. MAJORITY:
OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. David Meuse for the Majority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. In most parts of the country, includ-
ing New Hampshire, there is no ability to voluntarily add yourself to the federal background check system so
you can’t purchase a firearm. What this bill does is authorize the Department of Safety to establish a volun-
tary firearm do not sell list for people who wish to voluntarily waive their firearms rights. During the public
hearing, members of the medical and mental health communities testified that this change in our law could
be a lifesaver for people suffering from episodic depression or severe bipolar disorder who have a history of
contemplating or attempting suicide. In New Hampshire, close to 90% of all gun deaths are suicides. What’s
more, the vast majority of firearms suicide attempts result in the death of the victim. This bill provides a
mechanism for people who believe they are at risk for suicide to voluntarily take the most lethal means of
attempting suicide off of the table, but only for themselves. Once a person is on the list and is added to the
federal NICS system, he or she won’t be able to pass a background check for any type of firearm. Although the
bill includes a penalty for a listed person who attempts to purchase a firearm, the intent is not to subject a
person who may be in a mental health crisis to a harsh criminal penalty. Instead, the bill includes the lowest
penalty available to us under New Hampshire law, a violation level penalty, because one of the first states
to pass a law like this learned the hard way that unless a state level prohibition carries a penalty, it can’t be
entered into the federal NICS database. However, the bill imposes a much harsher penalty for individuals
who may attempt to enroll another individual onto the list without their knowledge. Also recognized explicitly
in the bill is that people who enroll on the list have the right to change their mind. To that end, it includes
a process for a listed person to get off of the list after having been listed for a minimum of 60 days. The bill
was supported by NAMI-NH, the New Hampshire Medical Society, the New Hampshire Psychiatric Society,
and the New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services. Vote 11-8.

Rep. Terry Roy for the Minority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill would establish a program
whereby someone could put themselves on the FBI instant background check list of prohibited persons. The
majority argued that this would allow someone who knew themselves to have suicidal tendencies, to remove
their own access to a firearm. The minority disagrees. If someone has suicidal ideations, the cure is not the
disappearance of firearms. If that were the case, countries like South Korea, where firearms are extremely
difficult to obtain, would not have more than double the suicide rate of the United States. The same can be
said of Japan, Finland, Hungary, France and Austria. The minority believes the real reason for this proposed
law was given by the psychiatrist who testified for the New Hampshire Medical Society. The doctor shockingly
testified, that the New Hampshire Medical Society is in favor of this list, which would be maintained by the
state, because the society has long been in favor of obtaining lists of gun owners and the guns they own, and
that this would be a good first step. The minority believes the doctor said the quiet part out loud, and that
we should listen. Additionally, there were serious unanswered concerns about the privacy of these records
and about people being influenced by others to put their names on this list. Given the testimony of the New
Hampshire Medical Society, chief among those who may influence someone to do this might be their own
therapist, by saying “If you do not put your name on the no gun list, I can no longer treat you.” Finally, the
issue of whether or not someone would be able to take themselves off of this list is dubious at best. The FBI
is under no obligation to remove someone’s name from the list when placed for mental health reasons unless
the state has an approved restoration of rights program in law. New Hampshire has no such law.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass.
Rep. Roy spoke against.

Rep. Meuse spoke in favor.

Rep. Granger requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 179 - NAYS 200

YEAS - 179

BELKNAP
Huot, David St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL
Buco, Thomas Burroughs, Anita Paige, David McAleer, Chris
Woodcock, Stephen

CHESHIRE
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas
Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi Parshall, Lucius
Schapiro, Joe Weber, Lucy

COOS

Cascadden, Corinne Kelley, Eamon Noél, Henry
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Almy, Susan

Fellows, Sallie
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Beaulieu, Jane
Bradley, Amy
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Murray, Megan
McGhee, Kat
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Spier, Carry

Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Soucy, Timothy

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen
Vallone, Mark

Bay, Luz

Conlin, Bill

Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Southworth, Thomas

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William

Bean, Harry
Comtois, Barbara
Nagel, David
Smart, Lisa

Avellani, Lino
Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick
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Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Booras, Efstathia
Chretien, Jacqueline
DiSilvestro, Linda
Freitas, Mary
Hamer, Heidi

Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
Perez, Maria

Ming, Ben
Pedersen, Michael
Newman, Ray
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel

Caplan, Tony
Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Horrigan, Timothy
Smith, Marjorie
Vincent, Kenneth

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

Bogert, Steven
Dumais, Russell
O'Hara, Travis
Terry, Paul

Belcher, Mike
MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Lovett, Peter

Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Cornell, Patricia
Dutzy, Sherry
Gibbons, Candace
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean
Lanza, Judi

Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

MERRIMACK

Carey, Lorrie
Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kristina

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
Rafter, Hal
Sytek, John

STRAFFORD

Rich, Cecilia
Smith, Geoffrey
Howland, Allan
Pare, Galil
Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

NAYS - 200
BELKNAP

Bordes, Mike
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Ploszaj, Tom
Trottier, Douglas

CARROLL

Cordelli, Glenn
Smith, Jonathan

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

Cormen, Thomas
Hoyt, Tommy

Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Bouldin, Amanda
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary

Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

Ebel, Karen

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Shurtleff, Steve

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Turer, Eric

Cannon, Gerri
Grassie, Chuck
Kenney, Cam
Selig, Loren

Merchant, Gary

Coker, Matthew
McCarter, Nikki
Beaudoin, Richard
Varney, Peter

Costable, Michael
McConkey, Mark

Santonastaso, Matthew



Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Calabro, Karen
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

Turcotte, Alisson
McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Ball, Lorie

Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Foote, Charles
Hobson, Deb

Perez, Kristine

Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

Melvin, Charles
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Phinney, Brandon

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

and the majority committee report failed.

Rep. Roy moved the minority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.
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Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Infantine, William
Lascelles, Richard
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Plett, Fred

Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
Ford, Oliver
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Dolan, Tom
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Pitre, Joseph

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

COO0S
Murphy, Michael

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith

Goley, Jeffrey
Kennedy, Stephen
Leishman, Peter
McLean, Mark
O'Brien, Michael
Post, Lisa
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wheeler, Jonah

MERRIMACK

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wolf, Dan

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul
Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford
Potenza, Kelley

SULLIVAN

Rollins, Skip
Stone, Jonathan

Rep. Sweeney requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

Bean, Harry
Comtois, Barbara
Nagel, David
Smart, Lisa

Bogert, Steven
Dumais, Russell
O'Hara, Travis
Terry, Paul

YEAS 205 - NAYS 175

YEAS - 205
BELKNAP

Bordes, Mike
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Ploszaj, Tom
Trottier, Douglas
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Ouellet, Mike

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Lewicke, John
Mooney, Maureen
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom
Wherry, Robert

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

Wood, Clayton

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
True, Chris

Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Schmidt, Peter

Smith, Steven

Coker, Matthew
McCarter, Nikki
Beaudoin, Richard
Varney, Peter
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Avellani, Lino
Costable, Michael
McConkey, Mark

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Gorski, Ted
Kennedy, Stephen
Leishman, Peter
McLean, Mark
O'Brien, Michael
Post, Lisa
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wheeler, Jonah

Turcotte, Alisson
McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Foote, Charles
Hobson, Deb
Perez, Kristine
Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob
Melvin, Charles

Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine

Soti, Julius
Cahill, Tim
Tudor, Paul
Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Phinney, Brandon

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Huot, David
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Belcher, Mike
Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Murray, Alissandra
Boyd, Bill
Calabro, Karen
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Healey, Robert
Kenny, Catherine
Lewicke, John
Mooney, Maureen
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom
Wherry, Robert

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
Ford, Oliver
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Dolan, Tom
Vallone, Mark
MacDonald, Wayne

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Pitre, Joseph

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL

Buco, Thomas
MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

COOSs

Kelley, Eamon
Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH
Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Infantine, William
Kofalt, Jim
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

MERRIMACK

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wolf, Dan

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Tripp, Richard
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford
Potenza, Kelley

SULLIVAN
Rollins, Skip

Stone, Jonathan
NAYS - 175
BELKNAP

Cordelli, Glenn
Smith, Jonathan

Santonastaso, Matthew

Murphy, Michael

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith

Goley, Jeffrey
Jack, Martin
Lascelles, Richard
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Plett, Fred

Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

Wood, Clayton

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
True, Chris
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Schmidt, Peter

Smith, Steven



Burroughs, Anita

Abbott, Michael
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Paige, David

Ames, Richard

CARROLL

McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru

Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas
Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi Parshall, Lucius
Schapiro, Joe Weber, Lucy
COO0S

Cascadden, Corinne Noél, Henry

GRAFTON
Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill Cormen, Thomas
Fellows, Sallie Fracht, David Hakken-Phillips, Mary Hoyt, Tommy

Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Nutting-Wong, Allison

Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell

Baroody, Benjamin

Lovett, Peter
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Beauchemin, Paige

Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

Beaulieu, Jane

Booras, Efstathia Bouchard, Donald Bouldin, Amanda Bradley, Amy
Chretien, Jacqueline Cornell, Patricia Darby, Will Devine, Shelley
DiSilvestro, Linda Dutzy, Sherry Elberger, Susan Davis, Fred
Freitas, Mary Gibbons, Candace Gregg, Alicia Grill, Jessica
Hamer, Heidi Harriott-Gathright, Linda Heath, Mary Herbert, Christopher
Jeudy, Jean Smith, Juliet Juris, Louis Foxx, Loren
Lanza, Judi Leapley, Nicole LeClerc, Daniel Lloyd, Christal
Long, Patrick Howard, Molly Murray, Megan Perez, Maria
MacKenzie, Mark Mangipudi, Latha McGhee, Kat Ming, Ben
Morton, Jennifer Murphy, Nancy Nutter-Upham, Frances Pedersen, Michael
Petrigno, Peter Plamondon, Marc Preece, David Newman, Ray
Raymond, Heather Rombeau, Catherine Rung, Rosemarie Newman, Sue
Seibert, Christine Sofikitis, Catherine Spier, Carry Staub, Kathy
Telerski, Laura Tellez, Trinidad Vail, Suzanne Veilleux, Daniel
Dolan, William Thomas, Wendy Wilhelm, Matthew

MERRIMACK
Brennan, Angela Caplan, Tony Carey, Lorrie Ebel, Karen
Gallager, Eric Gibbs, Merryl Hall, Muriel Hicks, Matthew
Lane, Connie Luneau, David MacKay, James McWilliams, Rebecca
Myler, Mel Payeur, Stephanie Richards, Beth Roesener, James

Gould, Sherry
Soucy, Timothy

Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

Schultz, Kristina

Shurtleff, Steve

ROCKINGHAM
Balboni, Peggy DiLorenzo, Charlotte Edgar, Michael Gilman, Julie
Grossman, Gaby Grote, Jaci Hamblet, Joan Haskins, Linda
Murray, Kate Knab, Allison Cahill, Michael Paige, Mark
Maggiore, Jim Malloy, Dennis Manos, Zoe McBeath, Rebecca
Meuse, David Muns, Chris Rafter, Hal Raynolds, Ned
Read, Ellen Simpson, Alexis Sytek, John Turer, Eric
Ward, Gerald
STRAFFORD
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Rich, Cecilia Cannon, Gerri
Conlin, Bill Fitzpatrick, Daniel Smith, Geoffrey Grassie, Chuck
Howard, Heath Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Kenney, Cam
LaMontagne, Jessica Levesque, Cassandra Smith, Marjorie Pare, Gail
Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Vincent, Kenneth Wall, Janet
SULLIVAN
Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Merchant, Gary
Palmer, William Tanner, Linda
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and the minority committee report was adopted.

MOTON TO INDEFINITELY POSTPONE

Rep. Roy moved that HB 1050-FN, relative to establishing a voluntary waiver of the right to purchase a
firearm, be Indefinitely Postponed.

On a division vote, with 204 members having voted in the affirmative, and 177 in the negative, the motion
was adopted.
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MOTION TO PRINT DEBATE

Rep. Damon moved that the debate on HB 1050-FN, relative to establishing a voluntary waiver of the right
to purchase a firearm, be printed in the Permanent Journal.
Without objection, the Speaker ordered.

DEBATE ON HB 1050-FN

Representative Roy: Thank you, Mister Speaker. Mister Speaker, when this bill came to the committee,
at first blush I thought this, you know, was a good idea to let someone have the ability to decide what they
wanted to do with their own rights. And then as we heard testimony, my opinion slowly changed because first
of all, the 2! Amendment right as we know is not granted by the state or the federal government. The 2
Amendment right existed before the constitution was ever drafted. What we do know is that this bill would
allow you to put your name on a registry that in the future you could not purchase a firearm. The problem is
that what if someone influences you to put your name on that? What if, for example, you are involved with
a psychiatrist and the psychiatrist you've seen for years and you depend on for your mental health says to
you if you want to continue seeing me, you have to put your name on this registry? You now have a choice to
keep your 2" Amendment rights or lose your doctor. What if where you live, they say we don’t allow people
who aren’t on this list? There are a plethora of ways that someone could be influenced and coerced into giving
up their God-given 2" Amendment right. The part that really, really twisted it for me was the testimony we
heard from the New Hampshire Medical Association from a psychiatrist himself. He said we like this because
it gives a list of who owns firearms and we have been long in favor of and support of and wanted a list of
people that own firearms. That scares me and it should scare you. Whether you support the 2°¢ Amendment
or not, any government agency or any organization that wants lists of people for any reason is scary. I would
ask you to overturn the Ought to Pass so that a better motion can be made. Thank you.

Speaker Packard: The Chair recognizes Rep. Meuse.

Representative Meuse: Thank you, Mister Speaker. Before I start, I just want to say that because this bill
and my remarks deal with suicide, I want to remind anybody who’s listening in on the live stream or up in
the gallery who’s dealing with a mental health crisis that help and support are available here in New Hamp-
shire by calling the suicide and crisis hotline at 9-8-8. Over the Summer, I met a New Hampshire mom that
lost her only son to a gun suicide and her story is why I filed this bill and why I’'m standing before you today.
I've had a lot of conversations with her over the last few months. What I've learned from those conversations
are three things. The devastating impact that a tragedy like this can have on the people that are left behind.
The finality of an attempted suicide by firearm, which has a 90% success rate. And most importantly I've
learned that there are small but significant changes we can make to our laws to help people who are at risk
for suicide, as well as their families. There are many people who experience suicidal thoughts. They can be
veterans, police officers, the coach of your kid’s baseball team, your friends and even members of your own
family. Some are prone to severe depression; others may suffer from severe bipolar disorder. A surprising
number have never even been treated for mental illness at all because half of the people who have suicidal
thoughts are never actually treated for mental illness. Outwardly these people may look fine and if you ask
them, most will tell you that they are fine. At least they are for now. But they also know that when they are
in crises, the catastrophic mood swings and the overwhelming urge to do themselves harm will be back. Some
of them also know that having a firearm in their lives during one of these times of crisis will put them at a
dramatically higher risk of taking their own life. In most parts of the country, including New Hampshire, there
is no ability to voluntarily add yourself to the federal background check system so you can’t purchase a firearm.
What this bill would do is change that by establishing a voluntary firearm do not sell list for people who wish
to voluntarily suspend their firearms rights of their own free will. Similar bills have already been passed in
Utah, Virginia and Washington State. HB 1050 authorizes the Department of Safety to create administrative
processes needed to establish and manage the list. It also establishes the ground rules for handling these
applications. Once a person is on the list and in the system, they will no longer be able to pass a background
check to be able to purchase any type of firearm. If they change their mind and they wish to have their abil-
ity to purchase a firearm restored, all they need to do is fill out a simple form to do that. They will not need
a signature from their doctor, their lawyer or anyone else. That’s because the only person who can apply to
put you on the list or to take you off of the list is you. On the matter of coercion or the potential coercion by
a psychiatrist and medical people, I think a lot of us take medication and one of the things that I always ask
my doctor before he puts me on a medication is there alternatives? You know, what are the alternatives that
are available to me? Is this something that I really need to do? Is it something that’s really essential? I've
never actually had a doctor refuse to treat me because I refuse to take Atorvastatin. I think that situation,
while there is always the potential for people that try to influence your decision, I don’t think we are in a
situation where we are going to have medical professionals coercing people to put themselves on this list. I
also want to point out to you that the bill includes a class B misdemeanor penalty for anyone who attempts
to enroll or to remove another from that list. So, the bottom line, again, is the only person who can put you
on the list or take you off the list is you. There’s also an entire section of the bill devoted to confidentiality
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and the protection of privacy. Contrary to what you may have heard, this bill doesn’t take anybody’s guns
away. If a person decides to voluntarily and temporarily suspend their right to purchase a firearm, there is
a process for them to end that suspension if they decide that is what they truly want. The bottom line is it is
not a decision about whether or not to own a firearm, it’s a personal health care decision and a case study in
empowering the freedom of choice in a state where many of us like to loudly proclaim how much we treasure
personal liberty. So today we have a choice. We can trust the people who find themselves in this situation,
know themselves and know their vulnerabilities far better than we do or we can insert ourselves into a per-
sonal decision that would simply allow vulnerable people to take the quickest, the deadliest in our state, the
most common method of suicide off the table. Colleagues, please join me in voting HB 1050 Ought to Pass.
And, Mister Speaker, I ask for a division vote. Thank you.

Speaker Packard: The motion before us is the majority committee report of Ought to Pass on HB 1050. Rep.
Granger has requested a roll call. Is that sufficiently seconded? It is sufficiently seconded. When you second
a roll call request, you must be in your seat, not walking around the chamber. Members will be in your seats.
The motion before us is the majority committee report of Ought to Pass on HB 1050. This is a roll call vote.
The Chair recognizes Rep. Rhodes for a parliamentary inquiry.

Representative Rhodes: Thank you, Mister Speaker. Mister Speaker, if I know this simple form that we
heard about does not exist to take you name off of a list. And if I know that the FBI does not have any obli-
gation to take anybody’s name off a list regardless of what the state says. And if I know there’s always free
cheese in the mousetrap, Mister Speaker, would I now press no on the Ought to Pass motion?

Speaker Packard: The Chair recognizes Rep. Selig for a parliamentary inquiry. The House will be in order.
Representative Selig: Thank you, Mister Speaker. Mister Speaker, if I know that this bill is an easy way
to help people who have mental health crisis voluntarily block themselves and only themselves from buying
guns when they are at their lowest. And, if I know that this bill does not take anyone’s rights away, but rather
gives people who suffer from extreme depression a tool to protect themselves from themselves. And if know
that this bill could save lives and prevent suicide by gun. And, finally Mister Speaker, if I know that you are
down with OTP, would I ask you to push the green button with me?

Speaker Packard: The motion before us is the majority committee report of Ought to Pass on HB 1050.
This is a roll call vote. If you are in favor, you’ll press the green button. If you are opposed, you’ll press the
red button. Voting stations are open for 30 seconds. Have all members present had an opportunity to vote?
The House will attend to the state of the vote. 179 voting Yea, 200 voting Nay, the motion of Ought to Pass
fails. For what reason does the member rise?

Representative Roy: I wish to make a motion.

Speaker Packard: State your motion.

Representative Roy: I move Inexpedient to Legislate.

Speaker Packard: The motion before us now is Inexpedient to Legislate on HB 1050. Are you ready for the
question? A division has been requested. This will be a division vote. Rep. Sweeney has requested a roll call.
That is sufficiently seconded. This will be a roll call vote. The motion before us is Inexpedient to Legislate on
HB 1050. This is a roll call vote. If you are in favor, you’ll press the green button. If you are opposed, you’ll
press the red button. Voting stations will be open for 30 seconds. Have all members present had the oppor-
tunity to vote? The House will attend to the state of the vote. 205 voting Yea, 175 voting Nay, the motion of
Inexpedient to Legislate passes. For what reason does the member rise?

Representative Roy: I wish to make a motion.

Speaker Packard: State your motion.

Representative Roy: I wish to Indefinitely Postpone HB 1050.

Speaker Packard: That motion is in order. The motion before us is Indefinitely Postpone HB 1050. Are
you ready for the question? A division has been requested. I think everybody should still be in their seats.
So, the motion before us is Indefinite Postponement on HB 1050. This is a division vote. If you are in favor,
you’ll press the green button. If you are opposed, you’ll press the red button. Have all members present had
the opportunity to vote? The House will attend to the state of the vote. 204 voting Yea, 177 voting Nay, HB
1050 is indefinitely postponed.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 1186-FN, relative to firearm purchaser’s privacy. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMEND-
MENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Jason Janvrin for the Majority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill, as amended, would pro-
hibit a merchant category code being used in New Hampshire that would denote that a firearm or accessory
was purchased. Seven states have passed a similar bill prohibiting the use of the code. One, California, has
passed a law mandating its use. In 2022 the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) introduced
a merchant code for retailers of firearms and firearms accessories that would, in effect, identify persons who
purchased such items. In 2023 seven states introduced legislation to prohibit its use in their state. The major
credit card companies paused their plans to implement the use of the code due to it being made illegal in their
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states. As with all consumer protection functions of the government, this bill calls for enforcement by the state
attorney general who can file an injunction in court, assess a civil penalty, and allow the state to recover the
cost of enforcing the statute. In New Hampshire our motto is Live Free or Die and we recently amended our
constitution to enshrine a citizen’s right to privacy. This bill is an extension of that right. Vote 12-7.

Rep. Amanda Bouldin for the Minority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill would require the
New Hampshire attorney general to pursue legal action against a payment processor when the processor
correctly codes a firearms transaction within their system. Such codes are most familiar in their use within
“rewards programs.” These codes enable payment processors to identify, for example, the purchase of gasoline.
In 2022, the International Organization for Standardization implemented merchant category code 5723 to
identify firearms retailers, creating a distinction among other merchant types. Supporters of this bill argued
that the bill would secure privacy rights and limit government interference by requiring the New Hampshire
attorney general to bring legal action against a payment processor. However, this bill does not limit govern-
ment action in any way. The minority of the committee is concerned that this legislation will interfere with
federal law enforcement investigations into terrorist activities or illicit firearms trafficking. According to a
2002 report from the FBI, terrorists rely on credit cards to fund their activities, including those responsible
for the attacks on September 11, 2001. Additionally, drug cartels are known to make use of credit cards in
money laundering schemes. The minority recommends that those concerned with privacy pursue legislation
which would not obstruct our nation’s security.

Majority Amendment (0604h)

Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:
2 New Chapter; Firearm Purchaser’s Privacy. Amend RSA by inserting after chapter 159-E the following
new chapter:
CHAPTER 159-F
FIREARM PURCHASER’S PRIVACY
159-F:1 Definitions.
In this chapter:

I. “Electronic payment transaction” means a transaction in which a person uses a payment card or other
payment code or device issued or approved through a payment card network to debit a deposit account or use
a line of credit, whether authorization is based on a signature, personal identification number, or other means.

II. “Firearms code” means the merchant category code 5723, approved in September 2022 by the Inter-
national Organization for Standardization, for firearms retailers.

ITI. “Firearms retailer” means any person or entity physically located in this state engaged in the lawful
sale of firearms, ammunition for use in firearms, or firearms accessories.

IV. “Payment card” means a credit card, debit card, check card, or other card that is issued to an autho-
rized user to purchase or obtain goods, services, money, or any other thing of value.

V. “Payment card issuer” means a lender, including a financial institution, or a merchant that receives
applications and issues payment cards to individuals.

VI. “Payment card network” means an entity that directly or through a licensed member, processor, or
agent provides the proprietary services, infrastructure, and software that route information and data to con-
duct debit card or credit card transaction authorization, clearance, and settlement, and that an entity uses
in order to accept as a form of payment a brand of debit card, credit card, or other device that may be used
to carry out debit or credit transactions.

159-F:2 Firearm Code Usage Prohibited.

I. A payment card network may not assign to a merchant or require a merchant to use a firearms code.

II. For the purposes of the sale of firearms, ammunition for use in firearms, and firearms accessories, a
firearms retailer may not provide a firearms code to a payment card issuer or payment card network and may
only use or be assigned a merchant category code for general merchandise retailers or sporting goods retailers.

159-F:3 Authority of Attorney General to Investigate Violations.

I. If the attorney general has reasonable cause to believe that a person or entity has intentionally en-
gaged in, is engaging in, or is about to engage in a violation of this chapter, the attorney general shall have
the power to examine witnesses and documents for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this chapter.

II. If the attorney general believes a person under investigation for violation of the provisions of this
chapter may have information or be in possession, custody or control of any document or other tangible ob-
ject relevant to the investigation, before the institution of any court proceedings, the attorney general may
serve upon the person a written demand in the form of a subpoena or subpoena duces tecum to appear and
be examined under oath and to produce the documents or objects for inspection and copying.

159-F:4 Notice and Opportunity to Cure.

I. Upon a finding by the attorney general that there has been a violation of this chapter, the attorney
general shall give written notice to the person or entity, identifying the specific provisions of this chapter
that are or were being violated.
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II. The attorney general may not bring an action against the person or entity if the person or entity:
(a) Cures the identified violation within 30 days; and
(b) Provides the attorney general a written statement affirming that the person or entity has:
(1) Cured the alleged violation;
(2) Provided supporting documentation to show how the violation was cured; and
(3) Made changes to internal policies to prevent the recurrence of any similar violation in the future.
159-F:5 Enforcement; Civil Penalty; Injunction.

I. The attorney general has exclusive authority to enforce this chapter.

I1. If a person or entity is found to be intentionally in violation of this chapter and fails to cure the viola-
tion in accordance with RSA 159-F:4, or is found to have intentionally breached a written statement provided
to the attorney general under that section, the attorney general may seek an injunction against any such
person or entity alleged to be in violation of this chapter in a court of competent jurisdiction. The court has
authority to issue such an injunction, in addition to any other relief as the court may consider appropriate.

III. The attorney general may bring an action to:

(a) Recover a civil penalty under this section; and
(b) Restrain or enjoin a person or entity from violating this chapter.

IV. The attorney general may recover reasonable attorney’s fees and other reasonable expenses incurred

in investigating and bringing an action under this section.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill prohibits the assigning of a specific merchant code to the sale of firearms, ammunition, or firearm
accessories. This bill further provides a mechanism for enforcement of this prohibition.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Bouldin spoke against.

Rep. Roy spoke in favor.

Rep. Granger requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 203 - NAYS 174

YEAS - 203

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Bordes, Mike Coker, Matthew
Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki
Nagel, David O'Hara, Travis Ploszaj, Tom Beaudoin, Richard
Smart, Lisa St. Clair, Charlie Terry, Paul Trottier, Douglas
Varney, Peter

CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Cordelli, Glenn Costable, Michael

Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

Eaton, Daniel
Santonastaso, Matthew

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Boehm, Ralph
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Lewicke, John
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew

MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Calabro, Karen
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Reid, Karen

Smith, Jonathan

CHESHIRE

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

COOSs

Kelley, Eamon

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Baroody, Benjamin
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Infantine, William
Lascelles, Richard
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Renzullo, Andrew

McConkey, Mark

Rhodes, Jennifer

Murphy, Michael

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith

Goley, Jeffrey
Kennedy, Stephen
Leishman, Peter
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Rombeau, Catherine
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Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom
Wherry, Robert

Turcotte, Alisson
McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Ball, Lorie

Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Foote, Charles
Hobson, Deb

Perez, Kristine

Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

Melvin, Charles
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

True, Chris

Verville, Kevin

Weyler, Kenneth

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Stapleton, Walter

Huot, David

Buco, Thomas
Woodcock, Stephen

Abbott, Michael
Faulkner, Barry
Monteil, Renee
Weber, Lucy

Cascadden, Corinne

Almy, Susan

Fellows, Sallie
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Booras, Efstathia
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
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Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
Ford, Oliver
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul

Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Stone, Jonathan

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Richard
Filiault, Shaun
Newell, Jodi

Noél, Henry

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Bouchard, Donald
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Freitas, Mary

Hamer, Heidi

Jack, Martin

Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

MERRIMACK

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wolf, Dan

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Vallone, Mark
MacDonald, Wayne

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

SULLIVAN
Rollins, Skip

NAYS - 174
BELKNAP

CARROLL
Paige, David

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius

COO0OSs

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Lovett, Peter
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Beauchemin, Paige
Bouldin, Amanda

Ford, Damond

Dutzy, Sherry

Gibbons, Candace
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean

Lekas, Tony
Wheeler, Jonah

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

Wood, Clayton

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Spilsbury, Walter

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

Cormen, Thomas
Hoyt, Tommy

Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

Beaulieu, Jane
Bradley, Amy
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary
Smith, Juliet



Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben
Pedersen, Michael
Newman, Ray
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Soucy, Timothy

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen

Bay, Luz

Conlin, Bill

Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Pare, Gail

Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William
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Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

Caplan, Tony
Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Selig, Loren

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

Lanza, Judi
Long, Patrick
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Plamondon, Marc
Rung, Rosemarie
Spier, Carry

Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

MERRIMACK

Carey, Lorrie
Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kristina

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
Rafter, Hal
Turer, Eric

STRAFFORD
Rich, Cecilia
Smith, Geoffrey
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope
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Leapley, Nicole
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Preece, David
Newman, Sue

Staub, Kathy

Veilleux, Daniel

Ebel, Karen

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Shurtleff, Steve

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Ward, Gerald

Cannon, Gerri
Grassie, Chuck
Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter
Vincent, Kenneth

Merchant, Gary

and the majority committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1330-FN, relative to establishing an emergency medical services disciplinary review panel, and relative to
procedures for removal of records of discipline. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY:
OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Terry Roy for the Majority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill will create a review board to
handle discipline of licensed EMTs in New Hampshire. Currently it is handled by one person who happens to
be a law enforcement officer with no EMT or paramedic experience. All of the other licensed professions that
we were aware of are handled by a board and not one individual. The majority of the committee agreed that
the bill should pass if a floor amendment is added that adds specificity to the board appointments, addresses
the time discipline remains on record, and deals with the public posting of information regarding disciplined
EMTs. Unless and until that amendment is made, the majority could not vote ought to pass. The majority
encourages the members to support a floor amendment that deals with the above-mentioned items and then
to pass the bill as amended. Vote 12-7.

Rep. Mark Proulx for the Minority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill creates an EMS review
board. The committee is working on a bipartisan floor amendment to address last minute concerns with the bill

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.

Rep. Proulx spoke against.

Rep. Roy spoke in favor.

On a division vote, with 54 members having voted in the affirmative, and 320 in the negative, the majority
committee report failed.

Rep. Proulx moved the minority committee report of Ought to Pass and offered floor amendment (0818h).

Floor Amendment (0818h)

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Emergency Medical and Trauma Services; Disciplinary Review. The introductory paragraph of RSA 153-
A:13, I is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
I. The EMS disciplinary review panel under paragraph IV shall deny an application for issuance or reis-
suance of a license, or suspend, or revoke a license, when the panel finds that the applicant is guilty of any
of the following acts or offenses:
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2 Procedures for Disciplinary Review. Amend RSA 153-A:13, III to read as follows:

III. A denial, suspension, or revocation under this section by the EMS disciplinary review panel
under paragraph IV shall be in accordance with RSA 541-A.

3 New Paragraphs; Emergency Medical Services; Disciplinary Review Panel Established. Amend RSA 153-
A:13 by inserting after paragraph III the following new paragraphs:

IV.(a) There is established an EMS disciplinary review panel comprised of 3 members, one representing
each of the following New Hampshire EMS boards or committees: the emergency medical and trauma services
coordinating board; the medical control board; and the trauma medical review committee. Panel members and/
or their designee shall be members of, and appointed by the body they will represent, in a process determined
by that body.

(b) The disciplinary review panel shall be provided and review the findings of the director’s investiga-
tion pursuant to RSA 153-A:14; and by majority decision of the full panel, shall approve license denials, the
reissuance of licenses, and the suspension or revocation of a license.

(c) Unless a time-frame extension is deemed necessary to complete its work, the panel shall review
and act on a matter before it within 90 days. The panel shall provide a status update to the director every
30 days thereafter, until the matter is resolved. The director shall provide timely written notification to the
licensee indicating any need for an extension, and a brief status update every 30 days thereafter, until the
matter is resolved.

(d) Nothing in this section shall prevent the director from issuing a letter of concern or an emergency
suspension of an EMS provider’s license. In such cases, the emergency suspension shall remain in place pend-
ing further action by the disciplinary review panel.

V. The division shall remove a licensee’s name from its public list of the issuance of suspensions, or re-
vocations 7 years from the date of disciplinary action; or in the event of a licensee’s death, within 30 days of
a request for removal and verification of death by the New Hampshire department of state’s division of vital
records administration, or equivalent agency of another state.

4 Emergency Medical and Trauma Services; Investigation. Amend RSA 153-A:14 to read as follows:

153-A:14 Investigations. The director shall investigate any complaint regarding the actions of any licensee
licensed under this chapter or when the director has reason to believe that any licensed or unlicensed indi-
vidual or entity is in violation of this chapter or any rules adopted pursuant to this chapter. The findings
of the investigation shall be referred to the disciplinary review panel for a determination of disci-
plinary action.

5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2025.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill establishes a disciplinary review panel to consult, review disciplinary investigation findings, and
make determinations for the discipline of licensed emergency medical service providers. The bill also requires
procedures for the removal of disciplined licensee’s names from public records.

The question being adoption of floor amendment (0818h).
Rep. Proulx spoke in favor.
Floor amendment (0818h) was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the minority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Minority committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1339-FN, relative to department of safety firearm background checks. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMEND-
MENT.

Rep. Jonathan Stone for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. After hearing witness testimony, it is the opinion
of the committee that this bill ought to pass with amendment. After hearing from the department of safety,
domestic violence coalition, and the New Hampshire police chief’s association, this bill meets concerns with
outlining and establishes timeframes for court hearings to return firearms and ammunition to their lawful
owners after a motion is filed in the court of jurisdiction. The court has the authority to request a NICS check
prior to holding a hearing and the department of safety may issue a response providing vital information to
the court. It is in the interest of the public for the government to return an individual’s property back in an
expeditious fashion after there are no legal prohibitions. Vote 19-0.

Amendment (0605h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT  relative to background checks during motions to return firearms and ammunition.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 New Section; Criminal Background Checks; Motions for the Return of Firearms and Ammunition. Amend
RSA 159-D by inserting after section 3 the following new section:

159-D:4 Motions for the Return of Firearms and Ammunition.
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I. In any matter pending before a court in New Hampshire where firearms and/or ammunition have
been seized or removed from an individual in connection with a restraining order issued under RSA 173-B
or RSA 633:3-a, an order pertaining to a criminal proceeding such as a bail order, or any other order issued
pursuant to the statutory or equitable authority of a court, the individual whose firearms and/or ammunition
property has been seized or removed shall be entitled to the prompt return of his or her property upon the
termination or expiration of the relevant order, unless such individual is explicitly prohibited from receiving
said property by state or federal statute.

IT. A court shall not be required to request, conduct, or receive the results of a background check prior
to returning firearm property to its owner. Should any New Hampshire court require, at its discretion, that
a background check be conducted on an individual prior to the return of his or her firearm property, the fol-
lowing conditions shall apply:

(a) Upon receipt of a motion or other request for the return of firearms, whether written or oral,
the court shall request a National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) check with the New
Hampshire department of safety within 2 business days.

(b) The department of safety shall initiate a NICS check and shall provide a conclusive response to
the court within 10 business days of receiving the court’s request stating either “proceed” or “deny.” A “deny”
response shall only be provided if the NICS check depicts that the individual is clearly prohibited from possess-
ing a firearm pursuant to state or federal law. If the NICS check is inconclusive and the department of safety
cannot explicitly demonstrate that the individual is prohibited from possessing a firearm within 10 business
days of the court’s request, the department of safety may provide a “proceed” response to the requesting court.

(c) If the department of safety issues a “deny” response, it must provide a specific citation to statute,
such as one of the prohibited categories included in 18 USC §922(g), and a narration of the specific facts
relied upon for finding that the individual is prohibited from possessing a firearm. The narration supporting
a “deny” response shall be held in a confidential record with the court and only accessible to court staff, the
individual seeking the return of firearms, and his or her designated legal counsel.

(d) Should the court receive a “deny” response from the department of safety, the individual seeking
the return of firearms property shall be promptly notified and may, within 10 business days of receiving notice,
request that the court hold a hearing on the matter. Any such hearing shall be scheduled within 10 business
days of the court’s receiving such a request. At the hearing, the department of safety shall attend and shall hold
the burden to demonstrate, by clear and convincing evidence, that the individual seeking the return of firearms
property is prohibited from receiving said property under state or federal law. Should the department of safety
fail to attend or to meet its burden, the court shall order that the firearms property at issue be returned.

(e) Should any person seeking the return of firearms be aggrieved by an order made by the trial court
pursuant to the department of safety’s determination pursuant to subparagraph Il(c), or the court’s determi-
nation after conducting a hearing as set forth in subparagraph II(d), such person shall be entitled to appeal
the court’s decision within 30 days, and have his or her case heard by the New Hampshire supreme court. In
any such case, a transcript of the proceedings and the trial court’s record shall be transmitted to the supreme
court in full, without any fee charged to the petitioner.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2025.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill provides a procedure for conducting a discretionary background check prior to the return of fire-
arms and/or ammunition in a court proceeding.
Committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1128-FN, relative to the definition of a scholarship organization for purposes of the education tax credit.
WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This bill requires a third-party contractor that administers the state’s
education tax credit and education freedom account programs be a New Hampshire non-profit corporation.
Currently, these programs are administered by a non-profit organization in New York that works with 22
partner organizations (all non-profits) incorporated in 19 other states. It is not clear on the New York organiza-
tion’s form 990 for year ending 8/31/2022 how state funds retained for administrative purposes were allocated,
whether those funds were used to support programs in other states, and where state money used to fund
the Education Tax Credit and Education Freedom Account programs is disclosed. The members who support
the Ought to Pass motion believe the public deserves clear, accurate, and transparent financial accounting
for these taxpayer-funded programs. The process to incorporate a non-profit charitable organization in New
Hampshire is well established and such an organization would be among the largest 1% of charities in the
state. Existing law allows the organization to be a New Hampshire based nonprofit, so there is no need to wait.

Rep. David Luneau
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Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill changes the definition of scholarship organization
for purposes of the education tax credit program (ETC) by striking “or qualified to do business.” The removal
of this language changes the definition so that only charitable organizations incorporated in the state may
qualify as a scholarship organization. The Department of Revenue Administration states the 2023 — 2024 ETC
program year only has one approved scholarship organization, which is incorporated outside of New Hamp-
shire, but is in good standing with the state. The passage of this bill would disqualify the current approved
scholarship organization for the FY24 ETC program year and beyond. The Children’s Scholarship Fund New
Hampshire has successfully managed and grown the tax credit and education freedom account programs (EFA)
since their start. The Children’s Scholarship Fund New Hampshire has provided and continues to deliver a
very successful education choice and opportunity program to students throughout the state. This bill would
eliminate the Children’s Scholarship Fund, the organization that has provided families and children flexibility
to thrive while using customized learning that best fits their educational needs.
Rep. Alicia Lekas

Rep. Luneau moved Ought to Pass and spoke in favor.
Rep. Alicia Lekas spoke against.
Rep. Luneau requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 185 - NAYS 188

YEAS - 185

BELKNAP
Huot, David St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL
Buco, Thomas Burroughs, Anita Paige, David McAleer, Chris
Woodcock, Stephen

CHESHIRE
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas
Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi Parshall, Lucius
Schapiro, Joe Weber, Lucy

COOS

Cascadden, Corinne Kelley, Eamon Noél, Henry

GRAFTON
Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill Cormen, Thomas
Fellows, Sallie Fracht, David Hakken-Phillips, Mary Hoyt, Tommy

Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Beaulieu, Jane
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Goley, Jeffrey

Harriott-Gathright, Linda

Jeudy, Jean
Lanza, Judi

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Newman, Ray
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Booras, Efstathia
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred

Gregg, Alicia

Heath, Mary

Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

Caplan, Tony

Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

Lovett, Peter
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Freitas, Mary

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Murray, Megan
McGhee, Kat

Nutter-Upham, Frances

Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK

Carey, Lorrie

Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Bradley, Amy
Ford, Damond
Dutzy, Sherry
Gibbons, Candace
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Perez, Maria
Ming, Ben
O'Brien, Michael
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Spier, Carry

Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Ebel, Karen

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina
Wolf, Dan



Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark

Bay, Luz

Conlin, Bill

Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Selig, Loren

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
O'Hara, Travis
Terry, Paul

Avellani, Lino
Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lewicke, John
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Foote, Charles
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DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David

Read, Ellen

Ward, Gerald

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

Bogert, Steven
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Ploszaj, Tom
Trottier, Douglas

Belcher, Mike
MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred

Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert

ROCKINGHAM
Edgar, Michael
Guthrie, Joseph
Knab, Allison
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis

STRAFFORD
Rich, Cecilia
Smith, Geoffrey
Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter
Vincent, Kenneth

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

NAYS - 188

BELKNAP

Coker, Matthew
McCarter, Nikki
Beaudoin, Richard
Varney, Peter

CARROLL

Cordelli, Glenn
Smith, Jonathan

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

COO0S
Murphy, Michael

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harley, Tina

Gilman, Julie
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
Rafter, Hal
Turer, Eric

Cannon, Gerri
Crassie, Chuck
LaMontagne, Jessica
Pare, Gail

Wall, Janet

Merchant, Gary

Comtois, Barbara
Nagel, David
Smart, Lisa

Costable, Michael
McConkey, Mark

Santonastaso, Matthew

Ouellet, Mike

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Infantine, William
Lascelles, Richard
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Hobson, Deb
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Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
Ford, Oliver
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
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Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sytek, John

True, Chris
MacDonald, Wayne

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily

Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine

Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim
Tudor, Paul
Wallace, Scott

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

Perez, Kristine

Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

Melvin, Charles
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Quaratiello, Arlene
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom

Verville, Kevin

Weyler, Kenneth

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Pitre, Joseph Potenza, Kelley

SULLIVAN
Aron, Judy Drye, Margaret Rollins, Skip Smith, Steven
Spilsbury, Walter Stapleton, Walter Stone, Jonathan

and the motion failed.

MOTON TO INDEFINITELY POSTPONE
Rep. Ladd moved that HB 1128-FN, relative to the definition of a scholarship organization for purposes of
the education tax credit, be Indefinitely Postponed.
MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Wilhelm moved that HB 1128-FN, relative to the definition of a scholarship organization for purposes
of the education tax credit, be laid on the table.

On a division vote, with 189 members having voted in the affirmative, and 189 in the negative, the motion
failed.

The question now being adoption of the motion to Indefinitely Postpone.
Rep. Sweeney requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 191 - NAYS 187

YEAS - 191
BELKNAP

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
O'Hara, Travis
Terry, Paul

Avellani, Lino
Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lewicke, John

Bogert, Steven
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Ploszaj, Tom
Trottier, Douglas

Belcher, Mike
MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith

Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa

Coker, Matthew
McCarter, Nikki
Beaudoin, Richard
Varney, Peter

CARROLL

Cordelli, Glenn
Smith, Jonathan

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

COO0S
Murphy, Michael

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim

Comtois, Barbara
Nagel, David
Smart, Lisa

Costable, Michael
McConkey, Mark

Santonastaso, Matthew

Ouellet, Mike

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Infantine, William
Lascelles, Richard
McLean, Mark



Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Ball, Lorie

Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Foote, Charles
Hobson, Deb

Perez, Kristine

Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

Melvin, Charles
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

True, Chris
MacDonald, Wayne

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Huot, David

Buco, Thomas
Woodcock, Stephen

Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

Cascadden, Corinne

Almy, Susan

Fellows, Sallie
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Beaulieu, Jane
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Goley, Jeffrey
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Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
Ford, Oliver
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
Wallace, Scott

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

St. Clair, Charlie

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Richard
Faulkner, Barry
Monteil, Renee
Weber, Lucy

Kelley, Eamon

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Booras, Efstathia
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred

Gregg, Alicia

Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul
Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

SULLIVAN
Rollins, Skip

Stone, Jonathan
NAYS - 187
BELKNAP

CARROLL
Paige, David

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Filiault, Shaun
Newell, Jodi

COO0S
Noél, Henry

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Lovett, Peter
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Freitas, Mary

Grill, Jessica

Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Smith, Steven

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius

Cormen, Thomas
Hoyt, Tommy

Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Bradley, Amy

Ford, Damond
Dutzy, Sherry
Gibbons, Candace
Hamer, Heidi

71



72

Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean
Lanza, Judi

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Newman, Ray
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Turcotte, Alisson
Ebel, Karen

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina
Wolf, Dan

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen
Ward, Gerald

Bay, Luz

Conlin, Bill

Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Pare, Gail

Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William

22 FEBRUARY 2024 HOUSE RECORD

Heath, Mary
Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Selig, Loren

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

and the motion was adopted.

Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis

LeClerc, Daniel
Murray, Megan
McGhee, Kat
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK

Caplan, Tony

Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
Rafter, Hal
Turer, Eric

STRAFFORD

Rich, Cecilia

Smith, Geoffrey
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

Jack, Martin
Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Perez, Maria
Ming, Ben
O'Brien, Michael
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Spier, Carry
Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

Carey, Lorrie

Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark

Cannon, Gerri
Grassie, Chuck
Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter
Vincent, Kenneth

Merchant, Gary

HB 1288-FN, relative to establishing certain due process rights for students, student organizations, and
faculty members facing disciplinary actions by state institutions of higher learning. WITHOUT RECOM-
MENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: This bill establishes a minimum floor for due process
to be administered by the Community College System of New Hampshire (CCSNH) and University System of
New Hampshire (USNH) regarding students, organizations, and faculty accused of wrongdoing. This bill is
timely, as recently, federal guidelines for due process have been significantly weakened and we have received
much testimony of uneven and inconsistent policies currently in place in USNH and CCSNH. These policies
appear inconsistent, including in cross-examination of witnesses, as in testimony it was suggested by college
representatives cross-examination is prohibited in some cases despite it being a fundamental practice of due
process as enshrined in the Bill of Rights, and dating to time immemorial, to be found even in scripture:
Proverbs 18:17. In recent years, stories have proliferated across the nation of persons having been persecuted
by unjust processes at colleges and universities, and has even resulted in student suicide after persecution
over what we now know were false allegations, and where due process was not afforded. There is a broad
perception that the university environment is unfriendly to certain accused. This bill seeks to correct that.

Rep. Mike Belcher

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This is a bill looking for a problem in New Hampshire.
The sponsor of the bill could not offer one problem that was not resolved in our New Hampshire university
and college system. Our university and colleges have long standing disciplinary systems that are set up to
resolve issues. These procedures are working and do not preclude the people involved in issues to pursue a
criminal or civil legal resolution. This bill has many issues that need to be addressed. It is problematic with
union contracts that include the contract resolution processes for faculty and staff. We cannot ignore the cost,
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time and money, for the university and colleges to address and implement changes in their current policies.
This bill would put at risk the disciplinary process that has been specifically developed and used to deal with
mental health and sexual assault. Provisions in this bill, such as allowing cross-examination by the accused in
an open meeting without the guardrails afforded in an official court trial, may causes life-threatening trauma
to the victim and cause more victims to not seek help or report assaults.

Rep. Linda Tanner

Rep. Belcher moved Ought to Pass and offered amendment (0332h).

Amendment (0332h)
Amend RSA 188-J:2 as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

188-J:2 Definitions. In this chapter:

I. “Disciplinary proceeding” means an action or proceeding instituted against a student, student organiza-
tion, or faculty member of a public institution of higher education that could result in the student or faculty
member being suspended, expelled, or terminated, or result in a student organization being deprived, either
temporarily or permanently, of any of the rights or privileges accorded to other student organizations duly
recognized or approved by the institution.

I1. “Criminal allegation” means any allegation of wrongdoing of a nature that would constitute a criminal
offense under New Hampshire law, regardless of whether such an offense also constitutes a breach of rules
promulgated by the institution of higher education.

ITI. “Faculty member” means a full- or part-time member of the faculty of a public institution of higher
education.

IV. “Public institution of higher education” means a post-secondary institution of higher education pub-
licly funded by the state of New Hampshire, including all component colleges and universities of the university
system of New Hampshire and all component colleges of the community college system of New Hampshire.

V. “Student” means a person who is enrolled either full- or part-time in a course of study at a public
institution of higher education.

VI. “Student organization” means an organization or group of students who share similar interests or
activities and which is recognized or approved by, or has sought recognition or approval from, a public insti-
tution of higher education which remains in the process of adjudication or appeal.

Amend RSA 188-J:3, I(d) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

(d) The right against self-incrimination, and that invocation of this right may not afford a basis for
the decision-maker to draw an adverse inference against the person who does so.
Amend RSA 188-J:3 as inserted by section 1 of the bill by inserting after paragraph III the following new
paragraph:

IV. In matters concerning a criminal allegation brought before any New Hampshire court, the findings of
any postsecondary institution disciplinary proceeding shall not be admissible as evidence. Where criminal
charges have been brought against any student, or where a protective order exists, a postsecondary institution
may not proceed with its own disciplinary proceedings based on the same allegations until such a time that
the criminal charges have been adjudicated by the courts. During such a period while criminal charges are
in adjudication by the courts, or a protective order is in place, temporary disciplinary actions may be taken
by the college pending final resolution of the criminal proceedings.

Amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Tanner spoke against.
Rep. Lynn spoke in favor and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 192 - NAYS 185

YEAS - 192

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Bordes, Mike Coker, Matthew
Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki
O’Hara, Travis Ploszaj, Tom Beaudoin, Richard Smart, Lisa
Terry, Paul Trottier, Douglas Varney, Peter

CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Cordelli, Glenn Costable, Michael
Crawford, Karel MacDonald, John Smith, Jonathan McConkey, Mark
Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard

CHESHIRE
Filiault, Shaun Hunt, John Qualey, James Santonastaso, Matthew

Thackston, Dick Nutting, Zachary



74 22 FEBRUARY 2024 HOUSE RECORD

COO0S
Davis, Arnold Durkin, Sean Murphy, Michael Ouellet, Mike
King, Seth Tierney, James

Berezhny, Lex

Brown, Carroll

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew

Greeson, Jeffrey

Ladd, Rick Rochefort, David Sellers, John Simon, Matthew

HILLSBOROUGH
Lekas, Alicia Abare, Kimberly Alexander, Joe Ammon, Keith
Boyd, Bill King, Bill Berry, Ross Boehm, Ralph
Colcombe, Riché Corcoran, Travis Creighton, Jim Cushman, Leah
Kelley, Diane Erf, Keith Fedolfi, Jim Griffin, Gerald
Gagne, Larry Gorski, Ted Healey, Robert Infantine, William
Kennedy, Stephen Kenny, Catherine Kofalt, Jim Lascelles, Richard
Lewicke, John Mazur, Lisa McGough, Tim McLean, Mark
Mooney, Maureen Noble, Kristin Notter, Jeanine Panek, Sandra
Pauer, Diane Plett, Fred Post, Lisa Proulx, Mark
Prout, Andrew Reid, Karen Renzullo, Andrew Seidel, Sheila
Sheehan, Vanessa Sirois, Shane Lekas, Tony Mannion, Tom
Tenczar, Jeffrey Ulery, Jordan Wherry, Robert

MERRIMACK

Andrus, Louise Aures, Cyril Aylward, Deborah McGuire, Carol
Cambrils, Jose McGuire, Dan Gerhard, Jason Hill, Gregory

Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen Seaworth, Brian See, Alvin Walsh, Thomas
Testerman, Dave Wood, Clayton
ROCKINGHAM
Ball, Lorie Bernardy, JD Brouillard, Jacob Mannion, Dennis
Thomas, Douglas DeSimone, Debra Donnelly, Tanya Doucette, Fred
Drago, Mike Dunn, Ron Edwards, Jess Emerick, Tracy
Foote, Charles Guthrie, Joseph Harb, Robert Harley, Tina
Hobson, Deb Nelson, Jodi Janigian, John Janvrin, Jason
Perez, Kristine Khan, Aboul Kuttab, Katelyn Walsh, Lilli
Layon, Erica Love, David Lundgren, David Lynn, Bob
Pearson, Mark McDonnell, Valerie McMahon, Charles Melvin, Charles
Ford, Oliver Osborne, Jason Phillips, Emily Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Porcelli, Susan Potucek, John Pratt, Kevin Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Quaratiello, Arlene Roy, Terry Pearson, Stephen Sofi, Julius
Spillane, James Summers, James Sweeney, Joe Sytek, John
Cahill, Tim Dolan, Tom Tripp, Richard True, Chris
Tudor, Paul Vandecasteele, Susan Verville, Kevin Vose, Michael
MacDonald, Wayne Wallace, Scott Weyler, Kenneth Yokela, Josh

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Leavitt, John

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Moffett, Michael

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

Polozov, Yury

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

SULLIVAN
Aron, Judy Drye, Margaret Merchant, Gary Rollins, Skip
Smith, Steven Spilsbury, Walter Stapleton, Walter Stone, Jonathan

NAYS - 185

BELKNAP
Huot, David Nagel, David St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL
Buco, Thomas Burroughs, Anita Paige, David McAleer, Chris
Woodcock, Stephen

CHESHIRE
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Germana, Nicholas Jones, Philip
Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi Parshall, Lucius Schapiro, Joe
Weber, Lucy

COO0Ss

Cascadden, Corinne Kelley, Eamon Noél, Henry



Almy, Susan

Fellows, Sallie
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Booras, Efstathia
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary
Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Newman, Ray
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Turcotte, Alisson
Ebel, Karen

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina
Wolf, Dan

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis

Bay, Luz

Conlin, Bill

Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Pare, Gail

Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Tanner, Linda
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Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Bouchard, Donald
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Rafter, Hal

Turer, Eric

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Selig, Loren

Cloutier, John

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Lovett, Peter
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Beauchemin, Paige
Bouldin, Amanda
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gibbons, Candace
Hamer, Heidi

Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
McGhee, Kat
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK

Caplan, Tony

Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark

STRAFFORD
Rich, Cecilia
Smith, Geoffrey
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

75

Cormen, Thomas
Hoyt, Tommy

Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

Beaulieu, Jane
Bradley, Amy
Ford, Damond
Dutzy, Sherry
Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean
Lanza, Judi
Lloyd, Christal
Perez, Maria
Ming, Ben
O'Brien, Michael
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Spier, Carry

Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

Carey, Lorrie

Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen
Ward, Gerald

Cannon, Gerri
Grassie, Chuck
Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter
Vincent, Kenneth

Palmer, William

and the motion was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1517-FN, relative to the statewide education property tax and excess revenue from games of chance.
WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION
Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This bill annually reduces the state education property tax by the
amount of revenue paid to the state through games of chance in excess of the estimated amount paid in the
2023 fiscal year. We are frequently being told that property taxes are too high, and the state needs to do
something about it. This is the perfect opportunity to do just that. This bill takes any excess revenue coming
from games of chance and applies it directly to the state property tax. It is then up to the local community to
vote on whether or not to spend extra money, which would have saved money for their residents. That is up
to local control, but the state would be giving an actual tax break to our citizens at no extra cost to the state.

Rep. Alicia Lekas

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill would reduce the Statewide Education Prop-
erty Tax (SWEPT) by using revenue from lottery games of chance that exceeds $6,600,000. Bill advocates
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want to reduce property tax through this means. Two years ago, we reduced the SWEPT by $100,000,000
and this action had a marginal impact on reducing local property tax and placed a heavy burden on other
revenue sources.

Rep. Mel Myler

Rep. Alicia Lekas moved Ought to Pass.
Rep. Luneau spoke against.
Rep. Harrington spoke in favor and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 196 - NAYS 184

Bean, Harry
Comtois, Barbara
O'Hara, Travis
Terry, Paul

Avellani, Lino
Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

Eaton, Daniel
Santonastaso, Matthew

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Berezhny, Lex
Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lewicke, John
Mooney, Maureen
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Rung, Rosemarie
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

Turcotte, Alisson
McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Ball, Lorie

Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Foote, Charles
Hobson, Deb

Perez, Kristine

Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

Melvin, Charles
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Pearson, Stephen

Bogert, Steven
Dumais, Russell
Ploszaj, Tom
Trottier, Douglas

Belcher, Mike
MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Brown, Carroll
Ladd, Rick

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Murphy, Nancy
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
Ford, Oliver
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Soti, Julius

YEAS - 196
BELKNAP

Bordes, Mike
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Beaudoin, Richard
Varney, Peter

CARROLL

Cordelli, Glenn
Smith, Jonathan

CHESHIRE

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

COO0S
Murphy, Michael

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Rochefort, David

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Reid, Karen
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

MERRIMACK

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul
Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Rafter, Hal
Spillane, James

Coker, Matthew
Nagel, David
Smart, Lisa

Costable, Michael
McConkey, Mark

Rhodes, Jennifer

Ouellet, Mike

Fellows, Sallie
Sellers, John

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Infantine, William
Lascelles, Richard
McLean, Mark
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Renzullo, Andrew
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin

Roy, Terry
Summers, James



Sweeney, Joe
True, Chris
Vose, Michael

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Huot, David

Buco, Thomas
Woodcock, Stephen

Abbott, Michael
Faulkner, Barry
Monteil, Renee
Weber, Lucy

Cascadden, Corinne

Almy, Susan
Fracht, David
Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell

Murray, Alissandra
Beaulieu, Jane
Bradley, Amy
Ford, Damond
Dutzy, Sherry
Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean
Lanza, Judi

Lloyd, Christal
Perez, Maria
Ming, Ben
Pedersen, Michael
Newman, Ray
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Muns, Chris
Sytek, John
Weyler, Kenneth
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Cahill, Tim
Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

McCarter, Nikki

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Richard
Filiault, Shaun
Newell, Jodi

Kelley, Eamon

Baldwin, Heather
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Lovett, Peter

Stavis, Laurel

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Booras, Efstathia
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary
Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

Caplan, Tony

Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Raynolds, Ned
Turer, Eric

Dolan, Tom
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

SULLIVAN
Rollins, Skip

Stone, Jonathan
NAYS - 184

BELKNAP
St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL
Paige, David

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius

COOS
Noél, Henry

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill

Hoyt, Tommy
Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis

LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Spier, Carry

Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

MERRIMACK

Carey, Lorrie

Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
Read, Ellen
Vallone, Mark
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Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Yokela, Josh

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Smith, Steven

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

Cormen, Thomas
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Beauchemin, Paige
Bouldin, Amanda
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gibbons, Candace
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
McGhee, Kat
O'Brien, Michael
Preece, David
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Ebel, Karen

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina
Wolf, Dan

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
Meuse, David
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald
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STRAFFORD
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Rich, Cecilia Cannon, Gerri
Conlin, Bill Fitzpatrick, Daniel Smith, Geoffrey Crassie, Chuck
Howard, Heath Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Kenney, Cam
LaMontagne, Jessica Levesque, Cassandra Smith, Marjorie Schmidt, Peter
Pare, Galil Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Vincent, Kenneth
Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Merchant, Gary
Palmer, William Tanner, Linda

and the motion was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Ways and Means.

REFERRAL DECLINED

Rep. Weyler, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, under the provisions of House Rule 47 (f), declined the
referral of HB 1186-FN, relative to firearm purchaser’s privacy.

The House recessed at 12:00 p.m.

RECESS
The House reconvened at 1:15 p.m.

(Speaker Packard in the Chair)
REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

SPECIAL ORDER
HB 1472-FN, relative to rebates of energy efficiency funds for electric vehicles. WITHOUT RECOMMEN-
DATION
Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: This bill with amendment 2024-0506h, creates a
two-year pilot program using Renewable Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) funds, which are intended to be
used to advance energy policy in New Hampshire. This “cash on the hoods” program is designed to provide
point-of-sale electric vehicle rebates of either $1,000 or $2,000 to electric vehicle (EV) buyers and lessors, with
an income cap of $150,000 for married couples, $112,500 for heads of households, and $75,000 for all other
filers. EV pilot funds will only go to New Hampshire residents and support local New Hampshire businesses.
The pilot shall be administered by the Department of Revenue Administration. In addition to the federal EV
rebates, currently available, ME, VT, MA, CT, and RI all offer state-based EV rebate programs with similar
incentives. This pilot program offers Granite Staters the same opportunities. The total program funding is
$3 million over two years, taken out of the total funds that are presently slated to be rebated to individual
electricity ratepayers during the same time period. The reduction of average New Hampshire residential
electric consumer RGGI rebate will be approximately $0.17 per customer per month.

Rep. Rebecca McWilliams
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill would remove $1.5 million from the Renewable
Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) funds and transfer it to a new account to provide subsidies to those who
buy electric vehicles (EV). This money is presently returned to the ratepayers (who were the source of the
funds to begin with) so ratepayers will pay an extra $1.5 million per year. This is a reverse Robin Hood bill
as most lower income people cannot afford an electric vehicle even with this subsidy. On the other hand, a
married couple making $300,000 per year would be able to receive $2,000 towards the purchase of an $80,000
electric truck. The majority of buyers of EV’s make over $100,000 per year. Additionally, there are existing
federal subsidy programs for purchase of electric vehicles.

Rep. Michael Harrington

Rep. McWilliams moved Ought to Pass and offered amendment (0506h).

Amendment (0506h)

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative; Energy Efficiency Fund and Use of Auction Proceeds. Amend RSA
125-0:23, II to read as follows:

I1. [AH] From amounts received in excess of the threshold price of $1 for any allowance sale, $1,500,000.00
shall be transferred to the department of revenue administration for the fiscal year ending June
30, 2026, and $1,500,000.00 shall be transferred for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027 for use as
provided in paragraph II-a, and all other such amounts received shall be rebated to all retail electric
ratepayers in the state on a per-kilowatt-hour basis, in a timely manner to be determined by the commission.

IT-a. The department of revenue administration shall develop and implement a so-called “cash
on the hood” program for point-of-sale electric vehicle rebates to buyers. The program shall initially
be a 2-year pilot program ending June 30, 2027.
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2 New Section; Multiple Pollutant Reduction Program; Electric Cars; Rulemaking. Amend RSA 125-O by
inserting after section 125-0:23 the following new section:

125-0:23-a Electric Car Rebate Pilot Program; Rulemaking.

In order to implement the pilot program established under RSA 125-0:23, II-a, the commissioner shall
adopt rules, pursuant to RSA 541-A, relative to:

I. Eligible Vehicles. New or used battery electric vehicles (BEV) and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles
(PHEV) purchased from a licensed New Hampshire dealership by a New Hampshire resident with a price of
no more than the amounts listed below, where the price is defined as total MSRP or “sticker price,” including
options and accessories, minus destination or delivery charges, and excluding all other discounts, deductions,
credits or rebates: $80,000 for pickup trucks, sport utility vehicles (SUV) or commercial vans, $50,000 for all
other eligible vehicles.

II. Incentive Amounts. For new and used eligible vehicles the incentive amounts shall be $2,000 for a
battery electric vehicle (BEV) and $1,000 for a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle.

III. Individual New Participant Eligibility. Only one incentive payment per vehicle per calendar year
is available to New Hampshire residents that must be at least 18 years of age, with a current, valid New
Hampshire driver’s license. A temporary license is acceptable. The participant must have a modified adjusted
gross income as reflected on their most recent federal income tax return of $150,000 for married couples filing
jointly, $112,500 for heads of households, and $75,000 for all other filers.

IV. Program Administration:

(a) Upon the purchase or lease of eligible vehicles by an eligible participant the dealership shall con-
firm the vehicle eligibility and provide them with the necessary paperwork to either apply for and receive a
rebate themselves or transfer that rebate directly to the dealership.

(b) An online portal shall be made available for participants and dealerships to facilitate the request
and transfer of the rebate within 72 hours after the request is processed.

(c) Any taxpayer deemed ineligible shall be held responsible for reimbursement to the state.

V. Reporting. The department shall submit to the speaker of the house, president of the senate and
chairperson and ranking minority member of the house science, technology and energy and senate energy
and natural resources committees a detailed report indicating the results of the pilot program including, but
not limited to what portion of the allocated funds were applied to offset administrative costs incurred by the
department.

3 Repeal. RSA 125-0:23-a, relative to rulemaking for the electric car rebate pilot program, is repealed.
4 Effective Date.
I. Section 3 of this act shall take effect July 1, 2027.
I1. The remainder of this act shall take effect July 1, 2025.
The question being adoption of amendment (0506h).
Rep. Harrington spoke against.
Rep. Muns spoke in favor.
On a division vote, with 187 members having voted in the affirmative, and 191 in the negative, the amend-
ment failed.

The question being adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass.

MOTON TO INDEFINITELY POSTPONE

Rep. Harrington moved that HB 1472-FN, relative to rebates of energy efficiency funds for electric vehicles,
be Indefinitely Postponed.
Rep. Sweeney requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 188 - NAYS 189

YEAS - 188

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara
Dumais, Russell Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki Nagel, David
O'Hara, Travis Ploszaj, Tom Smart, Lisa Terry, Paul
Trottier, Douglas Varney, Peter

CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Cordelli, Glenn Costable, Michael
Crawford, Karel MacDonald, John Smith, Jonathan McConkey, Mark
Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard

CHESHIRE
Hunt, John Qualey, James Santonastaso, Matthew Thackston, Dick

Nutting, Zachary
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Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lewicke, John
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie

Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Foote, Charles
Hobson, Deb

Perez, Kristine

Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

Melvin, Charles
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy

Spilsbury, Walter

Huot, David

Buco, Thomas
Woodcock, Stephen

Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Jones, Philip
Rhodes, Jennifer

Cascadden, Corinne
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Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Creighton, Jim
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
Ford, Oliver
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom

Vandecasteele, Susan

Wallace, Scott

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

St. Clair, Charlie

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Richard
Faulkner, Barry
Monteil, Renee
Schapiro, Joe

Kelley, Eamon

COO0S
Murphy, Michael

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul
Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

SULLIVAN
Rollins, Skip

Stone, Jonathan
NAYS - 189
BELKNAP

CARROLL
Paige, David

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Filiault, Shaun
Newell, Jodi
Toll, Amanda

COO0Ss
Noél, Henry

Ouellet, Mike

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Griffin, Gerald
Infantine, William
Lascelles, Richard
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

McGuire, Carol
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin
Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
True, Chris
Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Smith, Steven

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius
Weber, Lucy



Almy, Susan

Fellows, Sallie
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Booras, Efstathia
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will

Freitas, Mary

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis

LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

Turcotte, Alisson
Ebel, Karen

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina
Wolf, Dan

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen
Vallone, Mark

Bay, Luz

Conlin, Bill

Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Pare, Gail

Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William

and the motion failed.
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Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Gibbons, Candace
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben
O'Brien, Michael
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Hill, Gregory
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris

Roy, Terry

Ward, Gerald

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Selig, Loren

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Lovett, Peter
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Beauchemin, Paige
Bouldin, Amanda
Cornell, Patricia
Dutzy, Sherry
Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean

Lanza, Judi

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda

Spier, Carry

Valil, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

MERRIMACK
Caplan, Tony
Gibbs, Merryl
Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
Rafter, Hal
Simpson, Alexis

STRAFFORD
Rich, Cecilia
Smith, Geoffrey
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

The question now being adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass.
Rep. Kennedy spoke against.

Rep. McWilliams spoke in favor.
Rep. Sweeney requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

Huot, David

Buco, Thomas
Woodcock, Stephen

St. Clair, Charlie

Burroughs, Anita

YEAS 187 - NAYS 192

YEAS - 187
BELKNAP

CARROLL
Paige, David
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Cormen, Thomas
Hoyt, Tommy

Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

Beaulieu, Jane
Bradley, Amy
Ford, Damond
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary
Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Carey, Lorrie

Hall, Muriel
Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Turer, Eric

Cannon, Gerri
Grassie, Chuck
Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter
Vincent, Kenneth

Merchant, Gary

McAleer, Chris
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Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

Cascadden, Corinne

Almy, Susan

Fellows, Sallie
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Beaulieu, Jane
Bradley, Amy
Ford, Damond
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary
Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Turcotte, Alisson
Ebel, Karen
Hicks, Matthew
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen
Ward, Gerald

Bay, Luz

Conlin, Bill

Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Pare, Gail

Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
O’Hara, Travis
Trottier, Douglas
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Ames, Richard
Faulkner, Barry
Monteil, Renee
Toll, Amanda

Kelley, Eamon

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Booras, Efstathia
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will

Freitas, Mary

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis

LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric

Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Selig, Loren

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

Bogert, Steven
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Ploszaj, Tom
Varney, Peter

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Filiault, Shaun
Newell, Jodi
Weber, Lucy

COOSs

Noél, Henry

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Lovett, Peter

Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Gibbons, Candace
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben
O'Brien, Michael
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK

Caplan, Tony
Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
Rafter, Hal
Turer, Eric

STRAFFORD

Rich, Cecilia

Smith, Geoffrey
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

NAYS - 192
BELKNAP

Coker, Matthew
McCarter, Nikki
Smart, Lisa

Fox, Dru
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius

Cormen, Thomas
Hoyt, Tommy

Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Bouldin, Amanda
Cornell, Patricia
Dutzy, Sherry
Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean

Lanza, Judi

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda

Spier, Carry

Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

Carey, Lorrie

Hall, Muriel
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina
Wolf, Dan

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark

Cannon, Gerri
Crassie, Chuck
Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter
Vincent, Kenneth

Merchant, Gary

Comtois, Barbara
Nagel, David
Terry, Paul



Avellani, Lino
Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Griffin, Gerald
Infantine, William
Lascelles, Richard
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Ball, Lorie

Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Foote, Charles
Hobson, Deb

Perez, Kristine

Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

Melvin, Charles
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

True, Chris

Vose, Michael

Yokela, Josh

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

and the motion failed.

Rep. Harrington moved Inexpedient to Legislate.
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Belcher, Mike
MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lewicke, John
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
Ford, Oliver
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

CARROLL

Cordelli, Glenn
Smith, Jonathan

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

COOSs

Murphy, Michael

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

SULLIVAN

Rollins, Skip
Stone, Jonathan

Costable, Michael
McConkey, Mark

Santonastaso, Matthew

Quellet, Mike

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Smith, Steven
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MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Weber moved that HB 1472-FN, relative to rebates of energy efficiency funds for electric vehicles, be
laid on the table.
Rep. Sweeney requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 189 - NAYS 191

YEAS - 189

BELKNAP
Huot, David St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL
Buco, Thomas Burroughs, Anita Paige, David McAleer, Chris
Woodcock, Stephen

CHESHIRE
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas
Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi Parshall, Lucius
Schapiro, Joe Toll, Amanda Weber, Lucy

COO0OS

Cascadden, Corinne Kelley, Eamon Noél, Henry

GRAFTON
Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill Cormen, Thomas
Fellows, Sallie Fracht, David Hakken-Phillips, Mary Hoyt, Tommy

Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Beaulieu, Jane
Bradley, Amy
Ford, Damond
Dutzy, Sherry
Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean
Lanza, Judi

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda

Spier, Carry

Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

Turcotte, Alisson
Ebel, Karen
Hicks, Matthew
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark

Bay, Luz
Conlin, Bill

Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Booras, Efstathia
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary
Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric

Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David

Read, Ellen

Ward, Gerald

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel

Lovett, Peter
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Freitas, Mary

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis

LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

MERRIMACK
Caplan, Tony
Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM
Edgar, Michael
Guthrie, Joseph
Knab, Allison
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis

STRAFFORD
Rich, Cecilia
Smith, Geoffrey

Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Bouldin, Amanda
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gibbons, Candace
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben
O'Brien, Michael
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

Carey, Lorrie

Hall, Muriel
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina
Wolf, Dan

Gilman, Julie
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
Rafter, Hal
Turer, Eric

Cannon, Gerri
Crassie, Chuck



Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Pare, Gail

Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
O'Hara, Travis
Trottier, Douglas

Avellani, Lino
Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lewicke, John
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Foote, Charles
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
Ford, Oliver
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne
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Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Selig, Loren

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

Bogert, Steven
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Ploszaj, Tom
Varney, Peter

Belcher, Mike
MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith

Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Perez, Maria
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

NAYS - 191

BELKNAP

Coker, Matthew
McCarter, Nikki
Smart, Lisa

CARROLL

Cordelli, Glenn
Smith, Jonathan

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

COO0S
Murphy, Michael

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter
Vincent, Kenneth

Merchant, Gary

Comtois, Barbara
Nagel, David
Terry, Paul

Costable, Michael
McConkey, Mark

Santonastaso, Matthew

Ouellet, Mike

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Infantine, William
Lascelles, Richard
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Hobson, Deb

Perez, Kristine

Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

Melvin, Charles
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

True, Chris

Vose, Michael

Yokela, Josh
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STRAFFORD
Ankarberg, Aidan Bailey, Glenn Bickford, David
Connor, James Granger, Michael Harrington, Michael
Kaczynski, Thomas Turcotte, Len Newton, Clifford
Pitre, Joseph Potenza, Kelley

SULLIVAN

Aron, Judy Drye, Margaret Rollins, Skip
Spilsbury, Walter Stapleton, Walter Stone, Jonathan

and the motion failed.

The question now being adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Motion was adopted.

MOTION TO RECONSIDER

Having voted with the prevailing side, Rep. Sweeney moved that the House reconsider its action whereby, on
a voice vote, the House adopted the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate on HB 1472-FN, relative to rebates

of energy efficiency funds for electric vehicles.
Rep. Sweeney spoke against.
Rep. Hoell requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 187 - NAYS 192

YEAS - 187
BELKNAP
Huot, David St. Clair, Charlie
CARROLL
Buco, Thomas Burroughs, Anita Paige, David
Woodcock, Stephen
CHESHIRE
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun
Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi
Schapiro, Joe Toll, Amanda Weber, Lucy
COOS
Cascadden, Corinne Kelley, Eamon Noél, Henry
GRAFTON
Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill
Fellows, Sallie Fracht, David Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Murphy, James Sullivan, Jared Lovett, Peter
Morse, Corinne Muirhead, Russell Stavis, Laurel
Sykes, George
HILLSBOROUGH
Murray, Alissandra Nutting-Wong, Allison Baroody, Benjamin
Beaulieu, Jane Booras, Efstathia Bouchard, Donald
Bradley, Amy Calabro, Karen Chretien, Jacqueline
Darby, Will Devine, Shelley DiSilvestro, Linda
Elberger, Susan Freitas, Mary Gibbons, Candace
Gregg, Alicia Grill, Jessica Hamer, Heidi
Heath, Mary Herbert, Christopher Jack, Martin
Smith, Juliet Juris, Louis Foxx, Loren
Leapley, Nicole LeClerc, Daniel Leishman, Peter
Long, Patrick Howard, Molly Murray, Megan
Mangipudi, Latha McGhee, Kat Ming, Ben
Murphy, Nancy Nutter-Upham, Frances O'Brien, Michael
Petrigno, Peter Plamondon, Marc Preece, David
Raymond, Heather Rombeau, Catherine Rung, Rosemarie
Newman, Sue Seibert, Christine Sofikitis, Catherine
Staub, Kathy Telerski, Laura Tellez, Trinidad
Veilleux, Daniel Dolan, William Thomas, Wendy
Wilhelm, Matthew
MERRIMACK
Turcotte, Alisson Brennan, Angela Caplan, Tony

Ebel, Karen Gallager, Eric Gibbs, Merryl

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Smith, Steven

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius

Cormen, Thomas
Hoyt, Tommy

Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Bouldin, Amanda
Cornell, Patricia
Dutzy, Sherry
Goley, Jeffrey

Harriott-Gathright, Linda

Jeudy, Jean
Lanza, Judi
Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Spier, Carry

Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

Carey, Lorrie
Hall, Muriel



Hicks, Matthew
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen
Ward, Gerald

Bay, Luz

Conlin, Bill

Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Pare, Gail

Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
O'Hara, Travis
Trottier, Douglas

Avellani, Lino
Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lewicke, John
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

22 FEBRUARY 2024 HOUSE RECORD

Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Selig, Loren

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

Bogert, Steven
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Ploszaj, Tom
Varney, Peter

Belcher, Mike
MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith

Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Perez, Maria
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM
Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
Rafter, Hal
Turer, Eric

STRAFFORD
Rich, Cecilia
Smith, Geoffrey
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

NAYS - 192

BELKNAP
Coker, Matthew
McCarter, Nikki
Smart, Lisa

CARROLL

Cordelli, Glenn
Smith, Jonathan

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

COO0S
Murphy, Michael

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina
Wolf, Dan

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark

Cannon, Gerri
Crassie, Chuck
Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter
Vincent, Kenneth

Merchant, Gary

Comtois, Barbara
Nagel, David
Terry, Paul

Costable, Michael
McConkey, Mark

Santonastaso, Matthew

Ouellet, Mike

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Infantine, William
Lascelles, Richard
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas
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Ball, Lorie

Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Foote, Charles
Hobson, Deb

Perez, Kristine

Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

Melvin, Charles
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

True, Chris

Vose, Michael

Yokela, Josh

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter
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Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
Ford, Oliver
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

SULLIVAN

Rollins, Skip
Stone, Jonathan

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Smith, Steven

and the motion failed.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 1583-FN-A, relative to the per pupil cost of an opportunity for an adequate education. MAJORITY:
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Rick Ladd for the Majority of Education. This bill, along with three other school funding bills, was as-
signed to a bipartisan education subcommittee comprising six members from Education, two members from
Finance, and two members from Ways and Means. In considering this bill, the subcommittee reviewed previ-
ous education costing reports completed in 2008, 2017, and 2020, and recommended that the universal base
cost within the education funding formula be increased from the current projected base of $4,182 per pupil
for FY25 to a base cost of $4,404 per pupil. The subcommittee also studied Department of Education data
regarding staff salaries throughout the state and determined that the average minimum salary for a teacher
is $42,560 and used this data in developing the base cost universal cost per pupil. The bill, as amended, also
recommends that the current K-2 pupil teacher ratio (PTR) be expanded to include grade 3. While adjusting
the base cost for teachers, costing adjustments for other formula elements were also completed for: principal,
administrative assistant, guidance counselor, library/media specialist, technology coordinator, custodian,
instructional materials, technology, teacher professional development, facilities operations and maintenance,
and transportation. These considerations are part of the universal base cost of $4,404 per pupil, an increase
of $222 per pupil from the current base cost. As amended, the bill also establishes fiscal capacity disparity
grant funding in the amount of $39 million, (from the low equalized valuation per pupil to the mean equalized
valuation per pupil) and enhanced free or reduced-price meal (FRPM) grant funding in the amount of $25
million (48% FRPM max grant per average daily membership in residence (ADMR) to 12% FRPM minimum
grant per ADMR). In summary, this bill as amended recommends that the funding formula be increased by
$64 million effective July 1, 2024, and effective July 1, 2025, the universal base cost be implemented at a
cost of $4,404 per pupil, with a total cost of $34.3 million. The funding formula adjustments, as amended,
will better support school district operational costs. During the brief time the subcommittee had available
to complete its productive work, membership from policy, Finance, and Ways and Means was invaluable, an
excellent committee process for continued study. Vote 16-4.

Rep. Mike Belcher for the Minority of Education. This bill, as amended, would significantly increase multiple
funding mechanisms to government-run schools, including base aid and differentiated aid. The total estimated
new spending from this bill is approximately $130 million per year. The minority finds that while costs are
certainly increasing in our inflationary environment there is yet much wasteful spending to be cut in govern-
ment-run education before reaching deeper into the taxpayer’s pocket is justifiable. This is highlighted by the
significant increases in administrative positions relative to teaching positions and the radical redesigning of
our education system away from foundational, constitutional academics, and towards expensive therapeutics,
healthcare, diversity, equity and inclusion programming, and more. We find no reason to believe that the
increased funding proposed would lend towards an adequate education through expenditure on foundational
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academics, rather than an increase in this unnecessary, divisive programming and expansion of administra-
tive roles and salaries. Local schools must meet their requirements, per Part II, Article 83, regarding the
scope, goals, and subjects of education. Only then can we truly meet our constitutional requirement for an
adequate education.

Majority Amendment (0620h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Cost of an Opportunity for an Adequate Education. Amend RSA 198:40-a, I through II(a) to read as follows:

I. For the biennium beginning July 1, [2623] 2025, the annual cost of providing the opportunity for an
adequate education as defined in RSA 193-E:2-a shall be as specified in paragraph II. The department shall
adjust the rates specified in this paragraph in accordance with RSA 198:40-d.

I1.(a) A cost of [$4;100] $4,404 per pupil in the ADMR, plus differentiated aid as follows:

2 Relief Funding. RSA 198:40-e is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
198:40-e Relief Funding.

I. In a municipality in which 48 percent or more of the ADMR is eligible to receive a free or reduced-
priced meal, an additional $800 for each pupil in the ADMR who is eligible for a free or reduced-priced meal.

II. In a municipality in which at least 12 percent but less than 48 percent of the ADMR is eligible to
receive a free or reduced-priced meal, an amount equal to $200 plus $0.166667 for each 0.01 percent that its
free or reduced-priced meal eligibility rate exceeds 12 percent, for each pupil in the ADMR who is eligible for
a free or reduced-priced meal.

ITI. A municipality in which less than 12 percent of the ADMR is eligible to receive a free or reduced-
priced meal shall receive no relief aid under this section.

3 New Section; Fiscal Capacity Disparity Aid. Amend RSA 198 by inserting after section 40-f the following
new section:
198:40-g Fiscal Capacity Disparity Aid.

I. In addition to aid for the cost of the opportunity for an adequate education provided under RSA 198:40-
a, each year the commissioner shall calculate fiscal capacity disparity aid for schools and provide that amount
of aid to a municipality’s school districts as follows:

(a) A municipality with an equalized valuation per ADMR of $800,000 or less shall receive $900 per
pupil in the municipality’s ADMR.

(b) A municipality with an equalized valuation per ADMR greater than $800,000 but less than
$1,900,000 shall receive $0.0008181 for each dollar of difference between its equalized valuation per ADMR
and $1,900,000, per pupil in the municipality’s ADMR.

(¢) A municipality with an equalized valuation per ADMR of $1,900,000 or more shall receive no fiscal
capacity disparity aid.

II. In this section:

(a) The $800,000 in equalized valuation per ADMR referenced in subparagraph I(a), shall be called
the “grant floor.”

(b) The $1,900,000 in equalized valuation per ADMR referenced in subparagraphs I(b)-(c), shall be
called the “grant ceiling.”

(c) The $0.0008181 for each dollar difference between equalized valuation per ADMR in subparagraph
I(b) shall be called the “factor.”

(d) The $900 per pupil referenced in subparagraph I(a) shall be called the “max grant.”

4 Annual Adjustment. Amend RSA 198:40-d, II to read as follows:

II. Extraordinary need grant aend fiscal capacity disparity aid grant’s “grant floor,” “grant ceiling,”

“factor,” and “max grant” as defined in RSA 198:40-f, II, (a)-(d) and RSA 198:40-g, II(a)-(d); and
5 Determination of Education Grants. Amend RSA 198:41, I-II to read as follows:
198:41 Determination of Education Grants.

I. Except for municipalities where all school districts therein provide education to all of their pupils by
paying tuition to other institutions, the department of education shall determine the total education grant
for the municipality as follows:

(a) Add the per pupil cost of providing the opportunity for an adequate education for which each pupil
is eligible pursuant to RSA 198:40-a, I-III, and from such amount;

(b) Subtract the amount of the education tax warrant to be issued by the commissioner of revenue
administration for such municipality reported pursuant to RSA 76:8 for the next tax year; [and]

(c) Add the municipality’s extraordinary need grant pursuant to RSA 198:40-f[:];

(d) Add the relief aid grant pursuant to RSA 198:40-e; and

(e) Add the fiscal capacity disparity aid grant pursuant to RSA 198:40-g.

II. For fiscal year 2024 and fiscal year 2025, the department of education shall distribute a hold harmless
grant equal to any amount in which a municipality’s adequacy grant is less than 104 percent of the fiscal year
2024 preliminary estimate for the adequacy grant as of November 15, 2022. No municipality with a current

43 » «
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adequacy grant amount that exceeds the fiscal year 2024 preliminary estimate shall receive a hold harmless
grant. No hold harmless grant shall be distributed to any municipality in which the municipality’s education
property tax warrant pursuant to RSA 76:8 exceeds the total cost of an adequate education.

II-a. Current adequacy grant shall not include fiscal capacity disparity aid pursuant to RSA
198:40-g and relief aid pursuant to RSA 198:40-e for the purpose of determining the hold harmless
grant pursuant to RSA 198:41, I1.

6 Effective Date.
I. Section 1 of this act shall take effect July 1, 2025.
I1. The remainder of this act shall take effect July 1, 2024.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill increases the base annual cost of providing an opportunity for an adequate education. It also
establishes relief aid funding and fiscal disparity aid.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

Rep. Belcher spoke against.

Rep. Ladd spoke in favor.

On a division vote, with 228 members having voted in the affirmative, and 150 in the negative, the majority
committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1656-FN-L, relative to increasing the adequacy grant for pupils receiving special education services.
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Rick Ladd for Education. Most states recognize that certain student populations require additional
funding to meet state achievement expectations or standards. The New Hampshire education funding for-
mula provides an additional funding amount beyond base adequacy for students having a special education
disability. There are 13 disability categories: autism, deaf-blindness, developmental delay, emotional distur-
bance, hearing impaired, multiple disabilities, intellectual disability, other health impairments, orthopedic
impairments, specific learning disabilities, speech or language impairments, traumatic brain injury and visual
impairments. Within the adequacy formula, all disabilities are currently funded at the same amount; however,
it is well understood how the total expenditure to educate a school-aged student with a disability varies de-
pending on the type of disability. This bill, as amended, uses data provided by the Department of Education to
establish three weighted categories for special education differentiated aid. Of New Hampshire’s total special
education population, that is projected to include 30,965 students in FY25, the category A disability includes
24,153 pupils receiving special education services for less than 80 percent of the day, category B disability is
projected to include 6,193 pupils receiving special education services for 80% or more of the school day, and
category C disability will include approximately 619 pupils receiving special education services in separate
schools, residential facilities, or home bound hospital placements. As amended in this bill, categories A, B,
and C would be funded in accordance with the percent of time the student receives special education support
each day. By applying the weighted formula proposed in this bill, the categories would be funded as follows:
A = $2,642 per pupil, B = $5,285 per pupil, and C = $7,927 per pupil. As with the current funding formula,
special education aid, previously identified as catastrophic aid, is not a part of adequacy and is not impacted
by the weighted adjustments reflected in this bill. In conclusion, all individualized education programs (IEP)
and corresponding disabilities are not alike. Some IEPs may require a few hours a week, while others may
require full time instruction and assistance from trained, qualified personnel. The Education Committee
recognizes the need for the three-tiered categorical areas that are aligned with data submitted to the depart-
ment from districts in accordance with the New Hampshire Special Education Information System (NHSEIS)
pursuant to IDEA Part B, Indicator 5 data reporting for individual students receiving special education and
related services. Special education funding mechanisms throughout the country, more often than not, utilize
multiple student weights based upon need and other factors in order to establish costing formulas. Other
states that utilize this system of funding include, but are not limited to: Alaska, Florida, Georgia, Indiana,
Iowa, Kentucky, Nevada, Ohio, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Texas, Wyoming, and
Washington and many others including New England states, have similar hybrid models. The effective date of
this bill, as amended, is July 1, 2024, and the increase cost for implementing this more appropriate funding
mechanism is projected to increase differentiated aid by $35 million. Vote 19-1.

Amendment (0603h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT relative to adequate education grant amounts for pupils receiving special education services.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Cost of an Opportunity for an Adequate Education; Differentiated Aid; Special Education. RSA 198:40-a,
II(d) is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
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(d)(1) An additional $2,642 for each pupil in the ADMR who is receiving special education services with
a category A disability, $5,285 for each pupil in the ADMR who is receiving special education services with
a category B disability, and $7,927 for each pupil in the ADMR who is receiving special education services
with a category C disability.

(2) For this subparagraph, “category A disability” applies to pupils receiving special education services
inside regular class 80% or more of the day; “category B disability” applies to pupils receiving special education
services inside regular class less than 40% of the day and inside regular class 40% through 79% of the day;
and “category C disability” applies to pupils receiving special education services in separate schools, residential
facilities, or homebound/hospital placements. Categories A, B, and C apply to pupils age 5 through 21.

(3) Beginning July 1, 2025, and each biennium thereafter, the annual additional cost for each pupil
in the ADMR who is receiving special education services shall be calculated by applying an additional weight
to the base cost of adequacy: Category A: additional weight of 0.6; Category B: additional weight of 1.2; and
Category C: additional weight of 1.8.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill provides for categories of special education services for application to the calculation of differenti-
ated aid in adequate education grant amounts.
Committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1675-FN-A-L, relative to adjusting education adequacy grants based on pupil proficiency. MAJORITY:
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Glenn Cordelli for the Majority of Education. This bill is well intentioned in that it seeks to promote
greater student proficiency in core subjects. Student proficiency needs to be improved state wide, but this bill
takes an approach of withholding school funding if all students are not proficient in math or English language
arts. An increasing percentage of funds will be withheld for each student not proficient beginning in 2026.
The majority believes that this approach of withholding funds will have the opposite effect of the intent to
improve proficiency. Vote 16-4.

Rep. Alicia Lekas for the Minority of Education. This bill would slowly phase out education grants made to
pupils who are not proficient in either math or language arts. All students receiving special education ser-
vices would be exempt and English language learners would be exempt for the first two years. The minority
does not want any school to lose grant money over this bill. What the minority would like instead is for every
student who does not have learning disabilities to become proficient in both math and English, and for those
with learning disabilities to move in that direction and eventually become proficient if possible. Half of the
students in the public schools in New Hampshire do not meet proficiency in language arts, and only 42% meet
proficiency in math in 3rd grade. By 8th grade only 35% of students are proficient in math. Too many school
systems keep doing things pretty much the same but expect different results. The purpose of this bill is to
give a real incentive for school districts to consider approaching teaching in a different way. For them to stop
using curriculum which has repeatedly been shown to be ineffective if not downright counterproductive, but
instead to use evidence based scientifically supported teaching methods. Beyond that, the minority is hoping
school districts will be incentivized to think outside the box and try new things. It is risky to try new things,
but when money is on the line, it is even more risky not to. Some educators claim that the proficiency levels
we are asking for are too high, but evidence shows otherwise. Too many of our students after graduation are
not able to do the basic math and English necessary to succeed in college and have to have remediation. We
would argue that shows a clear lack of proficiency. And that is after graduating high school. The minority is
waiting for a clear explanation for why every child without a learning disability cannot become proficient in
reading, writing, and arithmetic.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Rep. Alicia Lekas spoke against.

Rep. Cordelli spoke in favor.

Majority committee report was adopted.

HB 1686-FN, relative to requiring excess revenues raised through the statewide education property tax to be
remitted to the education trust fund and prohibiting the department of revenue administration from setting
negative local and county tax rates on real property. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This bill requires that all of the proceeds of the Statewide Education
Property Tax (SWEPT) be spent by municipalities on the funding of a constitutionally adequate education
or be remitted to the state for deposit in the education trust fund. This bill also prohibits the Department
of Revenue Administration from setting negative local or county state rates. Based on FY 2005 preliminary
data, “excess SWEPT” for all municipalities totals $29,036,7762. As introduced by the Commission Studying



92 22 FEBRUARY 2024 HOUSE RECORD

the Costing of an Adequate Education in 2008, excess funds were then returned to the treasury to support
statewide adequacy costing and to address educational challenges that exist among some districts. This
process has since been curtailed. It is further the position of those supporting Ought to Pass that to better
understand a number of technical concerns within the bill, that the bill be sent to a second committee where
necessary issues associated with taxation and methods of dealing with revenue can be addressed with time
to work with the Department of Revenue Administration.

Rep. Rick Ladd
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill would require any excess amounts collected by
towns for the Statewide Education Property Tax (SWEPT) to be sent to the state. Current law provides for all
funds collected by SWEPT to be retained by the towns to send to their schools. Arguments have been raised
that it is unfair, however, all property is valued and taxed in a uniform and proportionate manner. That is
what is required by Part II, Article Five of our constitution. In addition, in many towns where there is an
excess SWEPT, there are cooperative district towns that share in that excess amount.

Rep. Glenn Cordelli

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Ladd moved that HB 1686-FN, relative to requiring excess revenues raised through the statewide
education property tax to be remitted to the education trust fund and prohibiting the department of revenue
administration from setting negative local and county tax rates on real property, be laid on the table.

On a division vote, with 193 members having voted in the affirmative, and 181 in the negative, the motion
was adopted.

MOTION TO PRINT DEBATE

Rep. Bernardy moved that the debate on HB 1288-FN, relative to establishing certain due process rights
for students, student organizations, and faculty members facing disciplinary actions by state institutions of
higher learning, be printed in the Permanent Journal.

Without objection, the Speaker ordered.

DEBATE ON HB 1288-FN

Speaker Packard: The motion before us is Ought to Pass as Amended. The Chair recognizes Rep. Tanner.
Representative Tanner: Thank you, Mister Speaker. HB 1288 changes certain due process rights for stu-
dents, student organizations and faculty members facing disciplinary actions by state institutions of higher
learning. Due process basically occurs when the accused has the right to publish to a published notice of the
charges, an explanation of the evidence, an opportunity to tell their side of the story and a timely decision. The
process and procedures of disciplinary action in academic and educational settings are meant to be flexible.
Plagiarism or complaint of an unfair grade should not rise to the level of the same disciplinary procedure as
would assault or arson. At universities, colleges and other educational institutions, the student disciplinary
action is a locally developed process that sets procedures that are respectful, effective and fair but are not
intended to duplicate a court of law. Often the levels of the process go from an informal one to one review or
hearing to a formal hearing before a disciplinary panel that addresses the incident, determines responsibil-
ity and gives the appropriate sanctions. All parties have the option of appeals and if they choose a hearing
in a court of law. Our state and university college systems have well-developed long-standing set of policies
and disciplinary procedures based on the clearly stated and published rules and responsibility in a code of
conduct, behavioral policies, academic integrity and sexual misconduct. Most of the due process rights pre-
scribed in this bill are already happening and are currently in place at the campuses of our state universities
and colleges, but this bill also proposes a one size fits all process and requirement that should not be the way
to address the several layers of violations, the severity of the infraction or the choices of those involved at
our universities and colleges. This bill requires adherence to specific measures at all levels. The university
system suggested this bill could increase the number of formal hearings in an academic year from about 80
to more than 3,000. Not only would this be costly, but it would also slow the process of resolving disciplinary
issues for students. In addition, the disciplinary processes for most faculty members are governed by several
different collective bargaining agreements in which both employee and employer have agreed on the process
for addressing those disciplinary concerns. Implementation of these rigid requirements in HB 1288 and it’s
one size fits all for unionized employees would require extended negotiations with various bargaining units
to change agreements to meet the letter of the law. HB 1288 is a problem in search of a solution. There was
no testimony pointing to issues that needed to be addressed at our state’s public colleges and universities. On
the other hand, we heard significant testimony that this legislation would create unnecessary, cumbersome
and costly burdens for the university and community college systems to replace their process. Requirements
to set up a new procedure, to develop, introduce and formulate the various components required in this bill
would cause confusion and disruption by creating a parallel program to the one that’s currently in place and
almost duplicates it. In the absence of demonstrated problems, there is no evidence to suggest that we should
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or need to change the approach to disciplinary policies or procedures now. The legislature has a long history
of leaving process and operational issues like this to the board of trustees and administrators of our commu-
nity college system and our university system rather than creating detailed management instructions. I urge
you to vote no on this OTP motion so another motion can be presented, and I ask for a division vote please.

Speaker Packard: The Chair recognizes Rep. Lynn.

Representative Lynn: Thank you, Mister Speaker. Mister Speaker, I rise in support of the OTP/A motion on
HB 1288. This bill establishes certain minimum due process protections that students, student organizations
and faculty members at public higher education institutions must be afforded before they can be suspended,
expelled, fired from employment or for student organizations deprived of any rights enjoyed by other student
organizations. An issue had come up during the course of the committee proceeding on this bill is why does it
focus only on those, why not, there are lot of staff people that are employed. Why doesn’t the bill encompass
that? The answer to that is that as we’ve seen around the country, those are generally not the people who
end up in situations where their due process rights are imperiled. It’s faculty members, students and student
organizations. Those are the ones that are often in danger in connection with procedures that are used. So,
let’s take a look for a minute at what the due process rights are that this bill spells out. I ask you to think
about them and as you are thinking about them, ask yourself does this sound unfair? Is there something
wrong with giving people who are accused of wrongdoing and facing suspension, expulsion, firing, etc. of these
rights? First, notice of the charges. Second, some advance disclosure of the witnesses and the evidence to be
presented against the person as well as any exculpatory evidence that favors the person. Third, a presump-
tion that the violation did not occur and a requirement that the violation be proved by a preponderance of
the evidence. I should note here that that is a preponderance of the evidence standard is the civil standard.
It’s the lowest burden of proof that we have in the law. So, this is not making these proceedings analgesic
criminal proceedings. The privilege against self incrimination would apply. There would be a right to confront
and cross examine witnesses. A right to present a defense and call witnesses for the defense. A right to an
impartial hearing officer. The right to have a lawyer or a non lawyer advocate be present at the student or
faculty member’s expense. This is not saying you get a right to a government paid for lawyer, but you have
a right to have one or a non lawyer if you want to be present with you. A right to a verbatim record of the
hearing and a right to appeal any adverse decision to a higher-level college official who was not directly in-
volved in the earlier stages of the proceedings. The bill allows institutions to take immediate action prior to
affording these rights where there is a threat of imminent harm and to then hold a hearing later on once the
threat has been ameliorated. Colleges, the prior speaker indicated that some of the college administrators
had basically come in and said our current practices are just fine. There really is no problem. Interestingly,
one of the groups you would expect would be here, would have been there in the committee process if there
really wasn’t any problem is the union representatives that represent faculty members, etc. to come in and
say if we pass this bill there will be a big problem. But you know what, there were no union representatives
coming in and saying this was going to be a problem. And I submit to you that’s because they don’t see it as
a problem. Let me point out to you the one thing I think is critically important. The prior speaker mentioned
that most of the procedures that the university system and the community college system currently use re-
ally comply with this. There is really no difference or a very minor difference. If that’s really true, then there
is no problem because the bill specifically says that colleges or universities that have their own procedures
are completely free to use those as long as they afford the minimum due process requirements that are in
this bill. So, they can keep doing what they are doing as long as they afford the minimum due process. And
of course, one of the other things that the bill says is in terms of trying to informally resolve matters, there
is nothing in the bill and the bill specifically says that a faculty member or student is free to waive any of
the rights as just as anyone else would be that are afforded under this as long as they do so voluntarily and
knowingly. Let me talk for a moment about a particular problem that is a basis for needing for me to believe
that this bill is particularly important. It’s the issue of potential sexual assault allegations brought against
students or maybe even faculty members, but probably more likely students. As you may know, during the
Obama Administration, there was what was sent out by the education department, something known as guid-
ance. They weren’t regulations that were sort of supposed to have the legal effect of law, it was referred to
as guidance suggesting that colleges and universities around the country were really affording too much due
process in these kinds of cases and that it would be okay to allow some lesser level of process in these cases
which did not really afford fairness to the person that was accused. That was reversed during the Trump
Administration, but now is in the process of being reinstated by the Biden Administration. I have to say that
it is very discouraging to see this development happening in the current administration. Requiring fairness
does not in any way mean that anything goes in these kinds of due process protections that are afforded by
this procedure. During the committee proceedings on this matter, an issue was raised that if a student is al-
lowed to ask questions of an accuser, things could get out of control. Absolutely not. There is nothing in here
that in any way would prevent the officer conducting the hearing from shutting down something if they are
trying, if the accused was trying to harass a victim or something like that. Absolutely, the hearing’s officer
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could shut it down. I think this is the important thing that I hope you will consider as you debate, as you
think about what should happen on this bill, our traditions in this country and really in England, going back
to the Magna Carta, have always taken the view that it is better for ten guilty persons to escape punishment
than for one innocent person to be convicted. I hope that all of us in this room still believe that. I submit re-
spectfully that we should not allow an exception to this proud tradition of justice to take hold on our college
campuses. For this reason, I urge you to press the green button. Thank you, Mister Speaker. Mister Speaker,
I request a roll call vote.

Speaker Packard: Rep. Lynn has requested a roll call vote. Is that sufficiently seconded? It is sufficiently
seconded. This will be a roll call vote. Members will take your seats. The motion before us is Ought to Pass
as Amended on HB 1288. This is going to be a roll call vote. The Chair recognizes Rep. Damon for a parlia-
mentary inquiry.

Representative Damon: Thank you, Mister Speaker. If I know that the university and community college
systems of New Hampshire already have well established disciplinary systems that effectively resolve issues
respecting both parties without precluding civil or criminal legal proceedings if needed. And if I know this
bill would require renegotiating many collective bargaining agreements at considerable time and expense.
And more importantly, if I know as a survivor of assault that allowing the cross examination of the alleged
perpetrator without the safety of official court procedures, is likely to cause further trauma to victims. And if
I know this bill discourages victims from seeking help or reporting assaults, would I now press the red button
so a better motion can be made? Thank you.

Speaker Packard: The motion before us is Ought to Pass as Amended on HB 1288. This is a roll call vote.
The Chair recognizes Rep. Belcher for a parliamentary inquiry.

Representative Belcher: Thank you, Mister Speaker. Good morning. If I know that this bill establishes
a basic level of due process. If I further know that if colleges already meet these basic requirements, they
must do nothing further. But, if I know that it was confirmed to our committee that sometimes due process
is withheld, including the right to cross examination, would I then press the green button?

Speaker Packard: The motion before us is Ought to Pass as Amended on HB 1288. This is a roll call vote. If
you are in favor, you’ll press the green button. If you are opposed, you’ll press the red button. Voting stations
are open for 30 seconds. Have all members present had the opportunity to vote? The House will attend to the
state of the vote. 192 voting Yea, 185 voting Nay, the committee report is adopted and it’s going to Finance.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 1426-FN-A, relative to establishing an advisory redistricting commission. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION
Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: This bill establishes an advisory redistricting com-
mission that will make the redistricting process more transparent and impartial by establishing standards
for who can serve on the commission and criteria that must be followed when drawing district maps. Our
current process of redistricting allows the majority party to create districts that will assist continuing party
power and control in state and federal delegations. Gerrymandering discourages participation by voters in
our constitutional democracy and makes our constituents jaded and cynical. Why should they vote if the
outcome is already skewed towards one party, even though we live in a purple state? It is imperative that
we change our redistricting system to make it more transparent and less political. We may never be able to
remove politics totally from redistricting, but we certainly owe it to our constituents and our constitutional
democracy to try. This bill complies with the New Hampshire constitution, which states that the legislature
shall make the apportionment of representatives or redistrict. The constitution does not say how the legislature
is to make the apportionment or what process it must follow. In this bill, the legislature participates in the
redistricting process by establishing a process in which it is involved while reducing the political influence
in the drawing of the maps. The amendment that was adopted is a housekeeping measure that corrects one
typo and clarifies another section.
Rep. Connie Lane
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill attempts to establish an “independent” redistricting
committee. While the current redistricting process is certainly fractious, it is a system that has served our
state well for over 200 years. Attempts to establish an “independent” redistricting committee merely further
separates the people from the process and seeks to further embolden judges in interfering with a process that
the constitution firmly places in the hands of the legislature. In other states, “independent” redistricting com-
mittees have had disastrous effects including legislatures outright ignoring and overriding the committee’s
work or, as in the case of Michigan, having the unintended consequence of suppressing the voting power of
minority voters. This occurs because these bodies ignore one cold, yet true, reality--that redistricting is an
inherently political process and should therefore be handled by the political bodies that represent the people.
Judges, the Executive Branch, and all other outside bodies should have a minimal say, if any, in redistricting.
The legislature is tasked with this often confrontational and controversial task because we are closest to the
people, and we should not attempt to pawn it off on anyone else.
Rep. Ross Berry
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Rep. Lane moved Ought to Pass and offered amendment (0513h).

Amendment (0513h)

Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 662-B:3, II(a) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it
with the following:

I1.(a) A person who is eligible to serve as a member of the commission may submit an application to the
secretary of state no later than December 1 of each year ending in the number zero. Such application shall
include the following:

Amend RSA 662-B:7, II as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

II. If the amended map prepared under paragraph I is not approved by the legislature, then any registered
voter may file a petition with the New Hampshire supreme court to appoint a special master to create a map
based upon the criteria in RSA 662-B:6, which shall be the final map. Nothing in this section shall prevent
a subsequent legislature from enacting another map to replace the map of the special master, provided that
such subsequent map shall be adopted pursuant to the procedures set forth in this chapter.

Amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

MOTON TO INDEFINITELY POSTPONE

Rep. Sweeney moved that HB 1426-FN-A, relative to establishing an advisory redistricting commission, be
Indefinitely Postponed.
Rep. Wheeler requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 192 - NAYS 186

YEAS - 192

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki Nagel, David O'Hara, Travis
Ploszaj, Tom Smart, Lisa Terry, Paul Trottier, Douglas
Varney, Peter

CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Cordelli, Glenn Costable, Michael

Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

Filiault, Shaun
Santonastaso, Matthew

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Jack, Martin
Lascelles, Richard
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kennedy, Stephen
Lewicke, John
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Smith, Jonathan

CHESHIRE

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

COO0S
Murphy, Michael

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kenny, Catherine
Perez, Maria
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

McConkey, Mark

Rhodes, Jennifer

Ouellet, Mike

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Infantine, William
Kofalt, Jim
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas
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Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Foote, Charles
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
Ford, Oliver
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Coker, Matthew

Buco, Thomas
Woodcock, Stephen

Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Monteil, Renee
Toll, Amanda

Cascadden, Corinne

Almy, Susan

Fellows, Sallie
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Beaulieu, Jane
Bradley, Amy

Darby, Will

Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia

Heath, Mary

Juris, Louis

LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William
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Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

Huot, David

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Richard
Faulkner, Barry
Newell, Jodi
Weber, Lucy

Kelley, Eamon

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Booras, Efstathia
Calabro, Karen
Devine, Shelley
Freitas, Mary

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben

O'Brien, Michael
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

SULLIVAN
Rollins, Skip

Stone, Jonathan
NAYS - 186
BELKNAP

St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL
Paige, David

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius

COO0S
Noél, Henry

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill

Hakken-Phillips, Mary

Lovett, Peter
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Chretien, Jacqueline
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gibbons, Candace
Hamer, Heidi
Jeudy, Jean
Lanza, Judi

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda

Spier, Carry

Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Hobson, Deb

Perez, Kristine

Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

Melvin, Charles
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

True, Chris

Vose, Michael

Yokela, Josh

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Smith, Steven

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

Cormen, Thomas
Hoyt, Tommy

Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Bouldin, Amanda
Cornell, Patricia
Dutzy, Sherry
Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew



Turcotte, Alisson
Ebel, Karen

Hicks, Matthew
Myler, Mel
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark

Bay, Luz

Conlin, Bill

Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
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Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David

Read, Ellen

Ward, Gerald

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra

MERRIMACK

Caplan, Tony
Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kristina
Wolf, Dan

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Guthrie, Joseph
Knab, Allison
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis

STRAFFORD
Rich, Cecilia
Smith, Geoffrey
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
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Carey, Lorrie

Hall, Muriel
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Shurtleff, Steve

Gilman, Julie
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
Rafter, Hal
Turer, Eric

Cannon, Gerri
Grassie, Chuck
Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter

Pare, Gail Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Vincent, Kenneth
Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN
Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Merchant, Gary
Palmer, William Tanner, Linda

and the motion was adopted.

(Rep. Steven Smith in the Chair)
REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 1577-FN, relative to digital images of ballots. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION
Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: Voter confidence in the use of machines for count-
ing votes in the election process is dependent on the use of accurate and reliable machines, and the ability to
verify the machine’s accuracy. This bill provides an opportunity for any New Hampshire voter to verify the
accuracy of his or her vote on the new digital ballot tabulating devices by confirming that the votes on the
ballot have been correctly interpreted. This verification process also enables an inexpensive means of infor-
mally auditing the results and looking for possible idiosyncrasies or irregularities by determining if the vote
totals agree with the machine report totals. Supervision of this process and protection of the original election
data would be under the purview of the Secretary of State, and the verification process would be done in a
manner that protects the integrity of the original ballots and machine results. This bill also provides a path
for an official audit or an investigation if results warrant.

Rep. Robert Wherry
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill would allow any number of citizens to inspect bal-
lots in an election, allowing independent groups to carry out their own unofficial recounts and tests of voting
machines. Because such ‘independent’ audits will not follow any regular procedure, their errant and unreliable
results will erode confidence in elections. Additionally, this bill will create an enormous administrative bur-
den for the Secretary of State’s office, and with that, significant new costs that the bill does nothing to fund.
Further, the bill makes write-in ballots showing the handwriting of the voter a public record, thus destroying
the secrecy of that voter’s ballot. Lastly, the bill no longer makes the copy of the write-in ballot, required by
law, a non-public document and no longer requires that the ballot be used in a manner that limits the risk
of exposing, through recognition of handwriting, the candidate written in by a voter. For these reasons, we
recommend the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate.

Rep. Connie Lane

Rep. Wherry moved Ought to Pass and offered amendment (0598h).

Amendment (0598h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Electronic Digital Images of Ballots. RSA 656:42, IX is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
IX. Any electronic digital image of a marked ballot made by a ballot counting device stored on a remov-
able memory device shall be available for public inspection as provided in this section. This shall include the
record of how the ballot counting device recorded the votes on each ballot.
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(a) One or more voters, registered in New Hampshire, shall be permitted to examine the digital images
of ballots created on an electronic ballot counting device that uses digital image technology. In this paragraph,
the voter or group of voters are referred to as “observers”.

(b) Notwithstanding any exemptions to RSA 91-A limiting access to ballot images, such images shall
be available to observers as provided in this paragraph.

(¢) The purpose of examining such digital images is to allow for verifying the accuracy of the device
and to check for evidence that the device may have programming errors, tampering or malicious program-
ming installed and thus providing reassurance to all the voters of the integrity of the devices used to tabulate
election votes.

(d) The examination of ballot images shall be under the supervision of the secretary of state and may
use state provided computers and displays to provide access to the removable memory devices that contain
the digital images.

(e) The secretary of state shall:

(1) Schedule access for the observers and for arranging for the removable memory devices to be
acquired from a municipality.

(2) As needed, provide the location of equipment and viewing area and limitations to the number
of observers in the viewing area.

(3) Verify eligibility.

(4) Prevent any observers from making any connection to the computer.

(5) Be the only person to handle the original removable memory devices and or make copies thereof.

(f) The secretary of state may:

(1) Declare any observers who fail to comply with the provisions in this section to be ineligible to
further participate in this process.

(2) Require non-disclosure agreements regarding personally identifying marks that may occur on
a ballot image.

(3) Take any other measures to protect the integrity of the election data and the privacy of the
voters.

(g) Access to ballot images shall not be available to observers until after all recounts and any subse-
quent appeals are completed. The secretary of state may establish a reasonable time frame for requests to
be made, with the time frame not to exceed a period of 4 months from the end of the permitted applicable
recounts period. However, access to ballot images shall be available to those persons involved in appeals of
election recounts or audits.

(h) Any observers that examine ballot images shall have standing to provide a report to the ballot law
commission and request an investigation by the attorney general of discrepancies they find. Any request for
an investigation and the results of any such investigation shall be made public.

(1) Such investigations shall not result in the overturning of an election unless directed by a court
of competent jurisdiction.

(2) As a result of an investigation of the attorney general, the ballot law commission may disqualify
that electronic ballot counting device for use in New Hampshire or may disqualify the entity that programmed
the device as a vendor.

(i) The secretary of state may determine if copies of the removable memory devices or the digital data
on the memory device may be provided to the observers that are examining the digital images. This includes
electronic data as well as hard-copy printouts. Alternatively, the secretary of state may allow visual viewing
access only on a state owned computer. Any information gathered from the visual examination of such ballot
images shall be kept on the observer’s own paper, computer, etc. and not downloaded or electronically copied
from the source computer.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
Amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Lane spoke against.

Rep. Berry spoke in favor.

Rep. Sweeney requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 193 - NAYS 182

YEAS - 193

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara
Dumais, Russell Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki Nagel, David
O'Hara, Travis Ploszaj, Tom Smart, Lisa Terry, Paul

Trottier, Douglas Varney, Peter



Avellani, Lino
Crawford, Karel
McConkey, Mark

Filiault, Shaun
Santonastaso, Matthew

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred

Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Ball, Lorie

Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Foote, Charles
Hobson, Deb

Perez, Kristine

Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

Melvin, Charles
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

True, Chris

Vose, Michael

Yokela, Josh

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Stapleton, Walter

Huot, David

Buco, Thomas
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Belcher, Mike
MacDonald, John
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wheeler, Jonah

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wolf, Dan

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
Ford, Oliver
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Stone, Jonathan

St. Clair, Charlie

Burroughs, Anita

CARROLL

Cordelli, Glenn
Smith, Jonathan
Brown, Richard

CHESHIRE

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

COOS

Murphy, Michael

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Lascelles, Richard
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom
Wherry, Robert

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

Wood, Clayton

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

SULLIVAN

Rollins, Skip

NAYS - 182
BELKNAP

CARROLL

Paige, David

Costable, Michael
McAleer, Chris

Rhodes, Jennifer

Quellet, Mike

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Kennedy, Stephen
Lewicke, John
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Spilsbury, Walter

Woodcock, Stephen

99
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Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Monteil, Renee
Toll, Amanda

Cascadden, Corinne

Almy, Susan

Fellows, Sallie
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Beaulieu, Jane
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary
Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel

Turcotte, Alisson
Ebel, Karen

Hicks, Matthew
Myler, Mel
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen
Ward, Gerald

Bay, Luz

Conlin, Bill

Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Pare, Galil

Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William
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Ames, Richard
Faulkner, Barry
Newell, Jodi
Weber, Lucy

Kelley, Eamon

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Booras, Efstathia
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Freitas, Mary

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis

LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Selig, Loren

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius

COOSs

Noél, Henry

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Lovett, Peter

Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gibbons, Candace
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben
O'Brien, Michael
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK

Caplan, Tony
Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kristina

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
Rafter, Hal
Turer, Eric

STRAFFORD

Rich, Cecilia

Smith, Geoffrey
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

Fox, Dru
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

Cormen, Thomas
Hoyt, Tommy

Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Bradley, Amy

Ford, Damond
Dutzy, Sherry
Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean

Lanza, Judi

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda

Spier, Carry

Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Carey, Lorrie

Hall, Muriel
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Shurtleff, Steve

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark

Cannon, Gerri
Crassie, Chuck
Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter
Vincent, Kenneth

Merchant, Gary

and the motion was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1184-FN-A, relative to making an appropriation to the organic certification program. WITHOUT RECOM-
MENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass: The New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets, and Food
(the department) has provided organic certification for New Hampshire farms since the 1990s. The depart-
ment is accredited as a certifying agent by the US Department of Agriculture National Organic Program
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(USDA-NOP) and must meet program requirements, which have gradually increased over the years. While
the Division of Regulatory Services has two staff persons trained as inspectors and will have a third person
qualified in the near future, there is no position defined in the department as an organic inspector. What
this bill does is create one full-time and one part-time inspector position in the department, which helps meet
USDA-NOP expectations. The current fee structure does not provide enough income to cover the position costs.
Although fee increases are planned for the coming fiscal year, they will not yet be sufficient to fill the gap.
The appropriation in this bill pays for both positions and for necessary equipment. Any fee revenue will be
returned to the general fund to provide a partial balancing of appropriation cost. The farmers who are certi-
fied by the department have expressed a strong desire to continue to be certified by the state because they
feel they have an excellent working relationship with the department and find that their customers really
value the New Hampshire Organic certification.
Rep. Peter Bixby
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill would continue to fund the New Hampshire Organic
Certification program with an appropriation of $220,000 per year. We are 1 of only 12 states in the US that
have an organic certification program. Currently, out of 4,000 farms in New Hampshire, 132 are certified
organic and only 66 of those are certified through the New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets
& Food (the department) certification program. Farms can, and already do, obtain organic certification from
other agencies despite New Hampshire’s low fees for certification ($350) as compared to other certifiers, spe-
cifically Northeast Organic Farming Association (NOFA) and Maine Organic Certification Services provided
by the Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association (MOFGA), Baystate Organic Certifiers based in
Massachusetts, and through NOFA Vermont. The department commissioner, Shawn Jasper, noted that if
this bill does not pass, he did not believe it would harm New Hampshire organic farmers. He also noted that
the reality is that the New Hampshire organic certification program cannot become self-sufficient, and that
even with New Hampshire’s unrealistically low fees we have a large number of farmers who use those other
certification agencies. Realistically, we will have to raise our fees and that will only drive more producers
away from the New Hampshire program according to a NOFA-New Hampshire survey. The program has
already had decades to reach the break even point and it hasn’t. The commissioner said that if we fund this
and continue the program, we should do so knowing that it can never be self-funding and therefore it would
have to be taxpayer subsidized. If we do not continue to fund the New Hampshire program, then it will just
end after the 2024 growing season. While the members of the committee do appreciate the importance of or-
ganic farmers in New Hampshire, members recommending Inexpedient to Legislate could not justify the cost
of this program especially since certification is available to our organic farming community by other agencies.
Rep. Judy Aron

Rep. Bixby moved Ought to Pass and spoke in favor.
Rep. Comtois spoke against.
On a division vote, with 185 members having voted in the affirmative, and 187 in the negative, the motion failed.

Rep. Aron moved Inexpedient to Legislate.
Motion was adopted.

MOTION TO RECONSIDER

Having voted with the prevailing side, Rep. Aron moved that the House reconsider its action whereby, on a
voice vote, the House adopted the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate on HB 1184-FN-A, relative to making
an appropriation to the organic certification program.

Rep. Aron spoke against.

On a division vote, with 182 members having voted in the affirmative, and 193 in the negative, the motion
failed.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 1630-FN, relative to extended producer responsibility. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
MINORITY: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Judy Aron for the Majority of Environment and Agriculture. This bill would establish an Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR) program in New Hampshire. While we all recognize that improved recycling
is important, as is keeping toxic substances out of our landfills, the majority felt that this bill was too broad
and that EPR legislation should be enacted in more specific targeted pieces. This bill had many concerning
provisions, and it would also cost the state $1,000,000 to $1,624,000 a year to administer. This bill sets up a
huge state bureaucracy with a great reliance on the Department of Environmental Services for administra-
tion as well as the establishment of a Packaging Reduction Organization. There is also no guarantee that the
proposals in this bill will accomplish the goals set forth and it also sets up unattainable standards. It also
may have significant impact by banning specific critical products from being used or sold in New Hampshire.
Other states, like Maine, have embarked on extensive EPR programs like this one and have encountered
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many problems in its implementation which after a lot of time and money invested is still not functional.
In New Hampshire, we are already looking at managing and reducing solid waste going into our landfills in
other pieces of legislation. Additionally, the legislature’s Solid Waste Working Group is also seeking ways to
accomplish waste reduction through suggested legislation as it works with legislators, stakeholders, waste
haulers, and state regulators. Vote 12-8.

Rep. Sherry Dutzy for the Minority of Environment and Agriculture. This bill requires manufacturers and
producers of products to be financially responsible for the trash their packaging creates. Presently, munici-
palities and taxpayers pay these costs. The minority recognizes that a bill that makes sweeping changes to
current practices can be complex and needs careful consideration and stakeholder input. The minority would
have preferred Interim Study.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.

Rep. Germana spoke against.

Rep. Aron spoke in favor and yielded to questions.

On a division vote, with 199 members having voted in the affirmative, and 176 in the negative, the majority
committee report was adopted.

HB 1680-FN, relative to prohibiting the sale of dogs and cats by retail pet shops. MAJORITY: INEXPEDI-
ENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Kelley Potenza for the Majority of Environment and Agriculture. The majority felt that this bill would not
truly address the purported concern about New Hampshire pet retail stores selling cats and dogs which have
come from “puppy mills” or from out-of-state-breeders which are not reputable. The majority felt that the focus
of legislation should not be about attacking or banning pet retail stores in New Hampshire, but rather regulat-
ing the sourcing of these animals for resale. Additionally, based on the number of dogs and cats sold at the five
retail pet stores in New Hampshire alone, passing this bill would barely impact curbing the alleged “puppy
mill” sourcing issue in New Hampshire, and it wouldn’t affect it at all if the five stores are grandfathered into
the law. It should be noted that not all pet retail stores obtain their dogs from “puppy mills” so why should we
punish those who don’t? The majority felt it was wrong to attack a particular business type because of a possible
few bad actors. This bill would prohibit any new pet retail stores from being established in New Hampshire and
create more of a monopoly for rescues and shelters. It might also push people to purchase dogs online to dubi-
ous scammers willing to take money and not deliver an animal. Pet stores in New Hampshire are already fully
regulated, inspected, and require veterinarian signed health certificates for all cat, dog, and ferret transfers. As
a result, more regulation is currently taking place in the private sector for these retail pet stores than in the
nonprofit sector for shelters and rescue operations. That being said, the majority also felt that health certificates
should be required for ALL entities in the state where people are paying for a dog or cat. Furthermore, any
New Hampshire retail pet stores that are deceptive in their business practices or selling sick animals should
be reported to the authorities immediately. The pathway for the public is already in place for them to report a
problem to the Department of Justice - Consumer Protection & Antitrust Bureau. Vote 14-6.

Rep. Sherry Dutzy for the Minority of Environment and Agriculture. This bill grandfathers in the five pet
stores currently selling dogs and cats in New Hampshire. It prohibits new stores from opening and requires
existing stores to stop selling dogs and cats if ownership changes. The minority believes that this bill is a
good first step in reducing the number of “puppy mill” dogs sold in the state. Many emails in opposition to
the bill were from out of state breeders.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Rep. Granger requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 260 - NAYS 117

YEAS - 260

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara
Dumais, Russell Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki Nagel, David
QO’Hara, Travis Ploszaj, Tom Smart, Lisa Terry, Paul
Trottier, Douglas Varney, Peter

CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Cordelli, Glenn Costable, Michael
Crawford, Karel Paige, David MacDonald, John Smith, Jonathan
McConkey, Mark Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard

Abbott, Michael
Filiault, Shaun
Rhodes, Jennifer

Harvey, Cathryn
Hunt, John
Santonastaso, Matthew

CHESHIRE
Eaton, Daniel
Newell, Jodi
Thackston, Dick

Faulkner, Barry
Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary



Davis, Arnold
Noél, Henry

Almy, Susan
Coulon, Matthew
Ladd, Rick
Simon, Matthew

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill

Boehm, Ralph
Corcoran, Travis
Darby, Will
Fedolfi, Jim
Gorski, Ted
Infantine, William
Kennedy, Stephen
Lascelles, Richard
Howard, Molly
Mazur, Lisa
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Post, Lisa

Reid, Karen
Ryan, Linda
Sirois, Shane
Tellez, Trinidad
Wherry, Robert

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Carol
McGuire, Dan
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Seaworth, Brian
Testerman, Dave

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
Manos, Zoe
Meuse, David
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom

Turer, Eric
MacDonald, Wayne
Yokela, Josh

Ankarberg, Aidan
Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Rollins, Skip
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Durkin, Sean
Ouellet, Mike

Berezhny, Lex
Fracht, David
Massimilla, Linda
Stavis, Laurel

COOSs

Kelley, Eamon
King, Seth

GRAFTON

Brown, Carroll
Greeson, Jeffrey
Rochefort, David

HILLSBOROUGH

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Bouchard, Donald
Creighton, Jim
DiSilvestro, Linda
Griffin, Gerald
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jack, Martin
Kenny, Catherine
Leapley, Nicole
Murray, Megan
McGhee, Kat
Noble, Kristin
Pedersen, Michael
Proulx, Mark
Renzullo, Andrew

Alexander, Joe
Baroody, Benjamin
Bradley, Amy
Cushman, Leah
Elberger, Susan
Gagne, Larry
Healey, Robert
Jeudy, Jean
Kofalt, Jim
Leishman, Peter
Perez, Maria
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Plamondon, Marc
Prout, Andrew
Rombeau, Catherine

Seibert, Christine Seidel, Sheila
Lekas, Tony Mannion, Tom
Tenczar, Jeffrey Ulery, Jordan
MERRIMACK
Aures, Cyril Aylward, Deborah
Cambrils, Jose Caplan, Tony
Ebel, Karen Gerhard, Jason
Hoell, J.R. McWilliams, Rebecca
Boyd, Stephen Gould, Sherry
See, Alvin Soucy, Timothy
Wolf, Dan Wood, Clayton

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Guthrie, Joseph
Hobson, Deb

Perez, Kristine

Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

McDonnell, Valerie
Ford, Oliver
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Hamblet, Joan
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Cahill, Michael
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene

Simpson, Alexis Soti, Julius
Sweeney, Joe Sytek, John
Tripp, Richard True, Chris
Vallone, Mark Verville, Kevin
Wallace, Scott Ward, Gerald
STRAFFORD

Bailey, Glenn
Connor, James
Harrington, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Spilsbury, Walter

Bickford, David
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Horgan, James
Newton, Clifford
Southworth, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Merchant, Gary
Stapleton, Walter

Murphy, Michael
Tierney, James

Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Sellers, John

Ammon, Keith
Berry, Ross
Colcombe, Riché
Ford, Damond

Erf, Keith

Goley, Jeffrey
Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis

Lanza, Judi
Lewicke, John
Mangipudi, Latha
McLean, Mark
O'Brien, Michael
Plett, Fred
Raymond, Heather
Rung, Rosemarie
Sheehan, Vanessa
Telerski, Laura
Wheeler, Jonah

Brennan, Angela
Carey, Lorrie

Hicks, Matthew
Moffett, Michael
Schamberg, Thomas
Walsh, Thomas

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul
Love, David
Maggiore, Jim
Melvin, Charles
Packard, Sherman
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim
Tudor, Paul
Vose, Michael
Weyler, Kenneth

Bixby, Peter
Smith, Geoffrey
Howland, Allan
Phinney, Brandon
Vincent, Kenneth

Palmer, William
Stone, Jonathan

103
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Huot, David

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Richard
Monteil, Renee
Weber, Lucy

Cascadden, Corinne

Baldwin, Heather
Hoyt, Tommy
Muirhead, Russell

Murray, Alissandra
Booras, Efstathia
Cornell, Patricia
Freitas, Mary
Hamer, Heidi
LeClerc, Daniel
Ming, Ben
Petrigno, Peter
Sofikitis, Catherine
Veilleux, Daniel

Turcotte, Alisson
Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schultz, Kristina

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Knab, Allison
McBeath, Rebecca
Read, Ellen

Bay, Luz

Grassie, Chuck
LaMontagne, Jessica
Pare, Gail

Sullivan, Brian
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St. Clair, Charlie

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Parshall, Lucius

Bolton, Bill
Murphy, James
Stringham, Jerry

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Bouldin, Amanda
Kelley, Diane
Gibbons, Candace
Heath, Mary

Lloyd, Christal
Morton, Jennifer
Preece, David

Spier, Carry

Dolan, William

Gallager, Eric
Leavitt, John
Richards, Beth
Shurtleff, Steve

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Paige, Mark

Muns, Chris

Rich, Cecilia

Howard, Heath
Levesque, Cassandra
Selig, Loren

Cloutier, John

NAYS - 117
BELKNAP

CARROLL
Woodcock, Stephen

CHESHIRE

Germana, Nicholas
Schapiro, Joe

COO0s

GRAFTON

Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Sykes, George

HILLSBOROUGH

Beauchemin, Paige
Calabro, Karen
Devine, Shelley
Gregg, Alicia
Smith, Juliet

Long, Patrick
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Staub, Kathy
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK

Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Roesener, James
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Harley, Tina
Pearson, Mark
Rafter, Hal

STRAFFORD

Cannon, Gerri
Horrigan, Timothy
Smith, Marjorie
Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

and the majority committee report was adopted.
Rep. Seibert voted Yea and intended to vote Nay.

HB 1307-FN, providing a supplemental appropriation for members of the retirement system receiving an

Jones, Philip
Toll, Amanda

Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Morse, Corinne

Beaulieu, Jane
Chretien, Jacqueline
Dutzy, Sherry

Grill, Jessica

Foxx, Loren
MacKenzie, Mark
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Newman, Sue

Vail, Suzanne

Wilhelm, Matthew

Hall, Muriel
Myler, Mel
Schuett, Dianne

Foote, Charles
Murray, Kate

Malloy, Dennis
Raynolds, Ned

Conlin, Bill
Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter

Tanner, Linda

accidental disability retirement allowance. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Fred Davis for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill seeks to put into statute that those
members in accidental disability benefits receive all COLAs or supplemental appropriations authorized by the
legislature in the future. This is to include the one-time supplemental appropriation passed last year of $500.
This is without regard to number of years of service unless the terms of such authoring legislation specifically
provides otherwise. This is to be paid out of the general fund in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024. The
committee agrees that because group II members do not receive social security and as group II members on

accidental disability should be treated equally as indicated in the amended bill. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0510h)

Amend subparagraph I(c) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

(¢) The annual retirement allowance of the member on June 30, 2023 was not greater than $50,000.

Committee amendment was adopted.
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The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1394-FN-A, relative to licensure and regulation of music therapists and making an appropriation therefor.
WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION
Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: This bill establishes the licensure and regulation of
music therapists under the office of professional licensure and certification (OPLC). This bill further establishes
a new program assistant II position at the OPLC and makes an appropriation to the OPLC. The committee
heard a lot of testimony about the value this service offers residents, most notably our veterans. Without
licensing, clients can not use their insurance to pay for a service that notably improves their wellbeing. The
amendment updates statutory language to agree with changes made to the OPLC framework last year.
Rep. Sherry Gould
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: The committee heard ample testimony that music therapists
practice in New Hampshire, either for private pay or in clinics that provide their services. We were not con-
vinced that creating a new, specialized license for yet another sliver of the therapy workforce was appropriate.
Rep. Carol McGuire

Rep. Sherry Gould moved Ought to Pass and offered amendment (0399h).

Amendment (0399h)

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
1 New Chapter; Music Therapists. Amend RSA by inserting after chapter 326-M the following new chapter:
CHAPTER 326-N
MUSIC THERAPISTS
326-N:1 Definitions. In this chapter:

I. “Board” means the music therapists governing board established in RSA 328-F.

IT. “Board certified music therapist” means an individual who holds current board certification from the
Certification Board for Music Therapists.

ITI. “Executive director” means the executive director of the office of professional licensure and certi-
fication.

IV. “Individualized music therapy treatment plan” means a music therapy treatment plan for a client
that identifies the goals, objectives, and potential strategies for the music therapy services appropriate for
the client using music therapy interventions, including:

(a) Music improvisation;

(b) Receptive music listening;

(c) Songwriting;

(d) Lyric discussion,;

(e) Music and imagery;

(f) Music performance;

(g) Learning through music; and
(h) Movement to music.

V. “Music therapist” or “licensed professional music therapist” means a person licensed to practice music
therapy pursuant to this chapter.

VI.(a) “Practice of music therapy” means the clinical and evidence-based use of music therapy interven-
tions to accomplish individualized goals for individuals of all ages and ability levels within a therapeutic
relationship.

(b) “Practice of music therapy” includes:
(1) Accepting referrals for music therapy services from:
(A) Medical, developmental, mental health, or education professionals;
(B) Family members;
(C) Clients;
(D) Caregivers; or
(E) Others involved with the provision of and authorized to provide client services;

(2) Collaborating with a client’s treatment team to review the client’s diagnosis, treatment needs,
and treatment plan before providing music therapy services to a client for an identified clinical or develop-
mental need;

(3) Collaborating with the individualized family service plan team or individualized education pro-
gram team to review the student’s diagnosis, treatment needs, and treatment plan before providing music
therapy services to a student for an identified educational need in a special education setting;

(4) Collaborating with a client’s treatment team, including the client’s physician, psychologist,
licensed clinical social worker, or other mental health professional, during the provision of music therapy
services to the client;



106 22 FEBRUARY 2024 HOUSE RECORD

(5) Collaborating with and discussing the music therapy treatment plan with the audiologist or
speech-language pathologist of a client with a communication disorder during the provision of music therapy
services so that a music therapist may work with the client and address communication skills;

(6) Conducting a music therapy assessment of a client to collect systematic, comprehensive, and
accurate information necessary to determine the appropriate type of music therapy services to provide for
the client;

(7) Developing an individualized music therapy treatment plan for a client that is based on the
music therapy assessment;

(8) Implementing an individualized music therapy treatment plan that:

(A) Is consistent with any other developmental, rehabilitative, habilitative, medical, mental
health, preventive, or wellness care or educational services being provided to a client; and
(B) Does not replace the services provided by an audiologist or a speech—language pathologist;

(9) Evaluating a client’s response to music therapy and the individualized music therapy treatment
plan, documenting change and progress, and suggesting modifications, as appropriate;

(10) Developing a plan for determining when the provision of music therapy services is no longer
needed in collaboration with a client, the client’s physician or another provider of health care or education
for the client, an appropriate member of the client’s family, and any other appropriate individual on whom
the client relies for support;

(11) Minimizing any barriers to ensure that a client receives music therapy services in the least
restrictive environment;

(12) Collaborating with and educating a client, the family or caregiver of the client, or any other
appropriate individual about the needs of the client that are being addressed in music therapy and the man-
ner in which the music therapy addresses those needs; and

(13) Using appropriate knowledge and skills, including research, reasoning, and problem-solving
skills, to inform practice and determine appropriate actions in the context of each specific clinical setting.

326-N:2 Prohibition on Unlicensed Practice; Professional Identification.

I. No person without a license as a music therapist shall use the title “music therapist” or similar title
or practice music therapy.

I1. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit or restrict the practice, services, or activities
of the following:

(a) Any person licensed, certified, or regulated under the laws of this state in another profession or
occupation or personnel supervised by a licensed professional in this state performing work, including the
use of music, incidental to the practice of his or her licensed, certified, or regulated profession or occupation,
if that person does not represent himself or herself as a music therapist; or

(b) Any person whose training and national certification attests to the individual’s preparation and
ability to practice his or her certified profession or occupation, if that person does not represent himself or
herself as a music therapist; or

(¢) Any practice of music therapy as an integral part of a program of study for students enrolled in an
accredited music therapy program, if the student does not represent himself or herself as a music therapist; or

(d) Any person who practices music therapy under the supervision of a licensed music therapist, if
the person does not represent himself or herself as a music therapist.

ITI. An individual licensed under this chapter may not represent to the public that the individual is au-
thorized to treat a communication disorder. Unless authorized to practice speech-language pathology, music
therapists may not evaluate, examine, instruct, or counsel on speech language, communication, and swal-
lowing disorders and conditions. Nothing in the section may be construed to prohibit an individual licensed
under this chapter as a music therapist from representing to the public that the individual may work with a
client who has a communication disorder and address communication skills.

326-N:3 Music Therapists Governing Board; Duties. In addition to the duties of a governing board under
RSA 328-F:

I. The board may facilitate the development of materials to educate the public concerning music therapist
licensure, the benefits of music therapy, and utilization of music therapy by individuals and in facilities or
institutional settings.

I1. The board may act as a facilitator of statewide dissemination of information between music therapists,
the American Music Therapy Association or any successor organization, the Certification Board for Music
Therapists or any successor organization, and the executive director.

Amend the bill by inserting after section 3 the following and renumbering the original section 4 and 5 to read
as 5 and 6, respectively:

4 New Subparagraph; Office of Professional Licensure and Certification; Definitions; Establishment. Amend
RSA 310:2, IT by inserting after subparagraph (bbb) the following new subparagraph:

(cce) Governing board of music therapists established under RSA 328-F and 326-N.
Amendment was adopted.
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Rep. Carol McGuire spoke against.
Rep. Sherry Gould spoke in favor.
Rep. Granger requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

Huot, David

Buco, Thomas
Woodcock, Stephen

Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

Cascadden, Corinne

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Murphy, James
Muirhead, Russell

Murray, Alissandra
Beaulieu, Jane
Bradley, Amy

Ford, Damond
Dutzy, Sherry

Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean

Lanza, Judi

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Panek, Sandra
Preece, David
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

Turcotte, Alisson
Carey, Lorrie

Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen
Vallone, Mark

Bay, Luz
Conlin, Bill

YEAS 194 - NAYS 186

YEAS - 194
BELKNAP
Nagel, David St. Clair, Charlie
CARROLL
Burroughs, Anita Paige, David
CHESHIRE
Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn
Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun
Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi
Thackston, Dick Toll, Amanda
COO0Ss
Kelley, Eamon Noél, Henry
GRAFTON
Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill

Fracht, David
Lovett, Peter
Stavis, Laurel

Boyd, Bill

Booras, Efstathia
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary
Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Pedersen, Michael
Proulx, Mark
Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

Andrus, Louise

Ebel, Karen

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina
Wolf, Dan

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris

Roy, Terry

Ward, Gerald

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel

Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Freitas, Mary

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Petrigno, Peter
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda

Spier, Carry

Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

MERRIMACK

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
Rafter, Hal
Simpson, Alexis

STRAFFORD

Rich, Cecilia
Smith, Geoffrey

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius
Weber, Lucy

Cormen, Thomas
Hoyt, Tommy
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Beauchemin, Paige
Bouldin, Amanda
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gibbons, Candace
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben
O'Brien, Michael
Plamondon, Marc
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Caplan, Tony

Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Turer, Eric

Cannon, Gerri
Crassie, Chuck
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Howard, Heath

LaMontagne, Jessica

Pare, Gail
Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
Ploszaj, Tom
Varney, Peter

Avellani, Lino
Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Nutting, Zachary

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Berezhny, Lex
Sullivan, Jared
Simon, Matthew

Lekas, Alicia
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith

Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Perez, Maria
Mooney, Maureen
Plett, Fred
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Foote, Charles
Hobson, Deb
Perez, Kristine
Walsh, Lilli
Lynn, Bob
Melvin, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin
Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
True, Chris
Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh
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Horrigan, Timothy

Levesque, Cassandra

Selig, Loren

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

Bogert, Steven
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Smart, Lisa

Belcher, Mike
MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Qualey, James

Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Brown, Carroll
Ladd, Rick

Abare, Kimberly
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Post, Lisa
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
Ford, Oliver

Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine

Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

NAYS - 186

BELKNAP
Coker, Matthew
McCarter, Nikki
Terry, Paul

CARROLL

Cordelli, Glenn
Smith, Jonathan

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

COO0S
Murphy, Michael

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Rochefort, David

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Infantine, William
Lascelles, Richard
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Prout, Andrew
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter
Vincent, Kenneth

Merchant, Gary

Comtois, Barbara
O'Hara, Travis
Trottier, Douglas

Costable, Michael
McConkey, Mark

Santonastaso, Matthew

Ouellet, Mike

Greeson, Jeffrey
Sellers, John

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lewicke, John
McLean, Mark
Pauer, Diane
Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
McMahon, Charles
Packard, Sherman
Potucek, John
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth
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STRAFFORD
Ankarberg, Aidan Bailey, Glenn Bickford, David Burnham, Claudine
Connor, James Granger, Michael Harrington, Michael Horgan, James
Kaczynski, Thomas Turcotte, Len Newton, Clifford Phinney, Brandon
Pitre, Joseph Potenza, Kelley

SULLIVAN

Aron, Judy Drye, Margaret Rollins, Skip Spilsbury, Walter
Stapleton, Walter Stone, Jonathan

and the motion of Ough to Pass with Amendment was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

(Speaker Packard in the Chair)

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D
HB 1466-FN, relative to providing disaster relief funding to municipalities after a natural disaster. OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Carol McGuire for Executive Departments and Administration. Small towns that suffer from natural
disasters often have difficulty because they do not have the resources to repair their infrastructure, nearby
towns with mutual aid pacts also suffer from the same disaster, and the process to get state or federal aid is
lengthy and bureaucratic. This bill, as amended, allows towns to get a modest grant from the state disaster
relief fund quickly, allowing the towns to start the process for applying for state or federal disaster relief. The
funds received are intended to be included in the state or local match for federal funds. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0528h)

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Purpose. The purpose of the emergency response and recovery fund is to provide immediate liquidity for
towns suffering a disaster to allow time for the town to go through the steps necessary to petition for state
or federal emergency funds. It is the intent that this grant would be reimbursable from state or federal or
disaster relief programs.

2 Emergency Management Powers; Governor; Disaster Declaration. Amend RSA 4:47, III to read as follows:

ITI. The power to make, amend, suspend, and rescind necessary orders, rules, and regulations to carry out
the provisions of this subdivision in the event of a disaster beyond local control; provided that civil liberties
shall on no account be suspended, nor shall the United States Constitution or the New Hampshire Constitu-
tion be suspended. The governor may declare a disaster in the event of a natural disaster or severe
weather event in one or more municipalities.

3 New Section; Homeland Security and Emergency Management; Municipal Road and Bridge Disaster
Relief Funding. Amend RSA 21-P by inserting after section 37-d the following new section:

21-P:37-e Disaster Relief Procedures.

A municipality may request infrastructural disaster relief more than once in a calendar year, but shall
not receive more than $100,000 in grant money in a calendar year. Requests shall be filed with the joint
legislative fiscal committee within 45 days after the governor’s declaration. Moneys shall be distributed from
the New Hampshire disaster relief fund established in RSA 21-P:46-a. The joint legislative fiscal committee
may decide to appropriate a lesser amount to the request based on available funding.

4 Emergency Response and Recovery Fund; Disaster. Amend RSA 21-P:46 to read as follows:

21-P:46 New Hampshire Emergency Response and Recovery Fund. There is hereby established a New
Hampshire emergency response and recovery fund. The fund shall provide a source for the matching funds
required as a commitment to secure federal emergency management agency relief assistance grants for costs
incurred in disasters declared by the president of the United States. The fund shall also provide a source
for emergency funds to be dispersed to municipalities that have incurred damage from natural
disasters. The fund shall be nonlapsing and continually appropriated to the department of safety.

5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1647-FN-A, relative to the calculation of group II retirement benefits in the retirement system. OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Carol McGuire for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill is the recommendation of the
retirement commission that met last summer. It adjusts the final average compensation multiplier for group
IT members of the New Hampshire Retirement System who commenced service before July 1, 2011 and who
had not attained vested status prior to January 1, 2012 and for members who commenced service on or after
July 1, 2011. For members who fall into these categories, their average final compensation multiplier varies
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for the first 10 years of creditable service and then adjusts to 2.5% for every year of creditable service beyond
10 years. For members who had 4 years of creditable service on January 1, 2012 the multiplier for their first
10 years of creditable service is 2.1%. For members who had 4 years but less than 6 years of creditable service
their multiplier is 2.2%. For members who had at least 6 years but less than 8 years of creditable service
their multiplier is 2.3%. For members who had at least 8 years but less than 10 years their multiplier is 2.4%.
Members who commenced service on or after July 1, 2011 will have a multiplier of 2% for their first 10 years
of creditable service. The bill also makes adjustments to supplemental disability retirement requirements
and calculations. Because of the substantial estimated cost of $55,900,000 an amendment was introduced
to reduce the expense of the bill and incentivize member retention. The amendment requires all members
to work until they reach their full age and service requirement or until they attain the age of 60 in order to
qualify for the increased 2.5% multiplier after their first 10 years of creditable service. The appropriation for
the bill will be drawn from the general fund. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0326h)

Amend RSA 100-A:5, II(b)(2) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

(2) For members who are in vested status before January 1, 2012, a state annuity which, together
with his or her member annuity, shall be equal to 2-1/2 percent of his or her average final compensation
multiplied by the number of years of his or her creditable service not in excess of 40 years, or for members
who commenced service on or after July 1, 2011, a state annuity which, together with his or her member an-
nuity, shall be equal to 2 percent of his or her average final compensation multiplied by the [number-of] ﬁrst
10 years of creditable service and 2 5 percent for all subsequent years of hlS or her credltable service
not i 1n excess of [4%—5] 36 years and-gre W av ;

years-of creditable-servicenotir ess-of 40-5-years: butonlyforgroupllmembers in service whohave
attalned age 60 regardless of the number of years of creditable service, or who work up to their
full age and service requirements and retire under service retirement. If a member retires prior to
reaching full age and service requirements, then their annuity multiplier remains the same as their
first 10 years of creditable service. [;and] Group II members who have not attained vested status prior
to January 1, 2012 shall be as provided in the transition provisions in RSA 100-A:5, II(d) with the maximum
number of years of creditable service not in excess of [46-5-years] the limits under RSA 100-A:6-a.

Amend RSA RSA 100-A:5, TI(d) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

(d) Active group II members who commenced service prior to July 1, 2011 and who have not attained
vested status prior to January 1, 2012 shall be subject to the following transition provisions for years of
service required for regular service retirement, the minimum age for regular service retirement, and for the
first 10 years of creditable service, the multiplier used to calculate the retirement annuity, which shall
be applicable on, or after January 1, 2012 according to the following table:

Creditable service on Minimum years Minimum Annuity
January 1, 2012 of service age attained multiplier
(1) Less than 4 years 24 age 49 21 % *
(2) At least 4 years 23 age 48 2.2% *
but less than 6 years

(3) At least 6 years but 22 age 47 2.3% *
less than 8 years

(4) At least 8 years but 21 age 46 2.4% *

less than 10 years

* The annuity multiplier applied to creditable service earned beyond 10 years of creditable service,
shall be 2.5 percent, but only for group I members in service who have attained age 60 regardless
of the number of years of creditable service, or who work up to their full age and service require-
ments and retire under service retirement. If a member retires prior to reaching full age and service
requirements, then their annuity multiplier remains the same as their first 10 years of creditable
service.
Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:

2 New Hampshire Retirement System; Disability Retirement Benefits. Amend RSA 100-A:6, II(b) to read
as follows:

(b) Upon ordinary disability retirement, the group II member shall receive an ordinary disability retire-
ment allowance which shall consist of: a member annuity which shall be the actuarial equivalent of his or
her accumulated contributions at the time of his or her ordinary disability retirement; and a state annuity
which, together with his or her member annuity, for members who are in vested status before January 1,
2012, shall be equal to 2 1/2 percent of his or her average final compensation at the time of ordinary disability
retirement multiplied by the number of years of his or her creditable service not in excess of 40 at the time of
ordinary disability retirement, or for members who commenced service on or after July 1, 2011, shall be equal
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to 2 percent of his or her average final compensation at the time of ordinary disability retirement multiplied
by the [mumber-of] first 10 years of creditable service and 2.5 percent for all subsequent years of his
or her creditable service not in excess of [42:5] 36 at the time of ordinary disability retirement, and group II
members who have not attained vested status prior to January 1, 2012, shall be as provided in the transition
provisions in RSA 100-A:5, II(d) with the maximum number of years of creditable service not in excess of
[40-5-years] the limits under RSA 100-A:6-a provided, however, that such allowance shall not be less than
25 percent of the member’s final compensation at the time of his or her disability retirement. Members who
retire upon ordinary disability or qualify for accidental death benefits as outlined in RSA 100-A:8
shall not be subject to the full age and service requirements listed under RSA 100-A:5, I1(d).
Committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1689-FN, relative to the use of personal identifying information by state agencies. MAJORITY: REFER
FOR INTERIM STUDY. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Jaci Grote for the Majority of Executive Departments and Administration. This bill prevents the sharing
of personal identifiers between state agencies. The testimony between the Office of the Secretary of State and
the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) indicated that there would be difficulties in obtaining
the necessary data if this bill passed. For example, deaths, births, and divorces are shared with election law,
DHHS and welfare. This data provides low-income families with healthcare, child support, and international
adoptions. Since the committee agrees that privacy of personal information is important, yet the need for the
data is also important, it is thought that interim study can address anticipated and unforeseen issues with
the passage of this bill. Vote 14-5.

Rep. Matthew Santonastaso for the Minority of Executive Departments and Administration. This bill limits
state agencies’ access to personal data, ensuring they only share necessary information for public health,
without personal identifiers. This bill protects privacy by restricting unnecessary government data sharing.
It’s a straightforward approach to keep personal information private, reflecting a sensible balance between
public health needs and individual rights. This legislation is an essential step toward minimizing government
overreach into our personal lives.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Refer for Interim Study.
Committee report was adopted.

HB 1303-FN, relative to the estate of Tekeste Berhanu. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Lucy Weber for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. Mr. Berhanu was an immigrant who came
to the US as a child and overcame severe physical and economic challenges to achieve his associate degree
and a career. He lived a frugal life and died possessed of a considerable estate, estimated to be worth approxi-
mately $140,000. Mr. Berhanu died without a will but left a handwritten note requesting that his estate be
used for the benefit of refugee children. The State of New Hampshire does not recognize holographic (hand-
written) wills. Under New Hampshire law, when a person dies without a will and without any next of kin,
their estate passes by operation of law to the general fund of the State of New Hampshire. As amended, HB
1303 honors Mr. Berhanu’s wishes by providing that the money coming into the general fund from his estate
be appropriated in equal shares to three organizations which provide services to refugee children to further
their work with the resettlement of refugee children. These organizations are: Ascentria Care Alliance of New
Hampshire, International Institute of New England in Manchester, New Hampshire, and the Roca Kidz Club
of Manchester, New Hampshire. The committee majority believed this disposition would provide a balance
of services and locations to serve refugee children in many ways. The monies coming into the general fund
from this estate were unanticipated, so this appropriation would have no effect on the budget as currently
adopted. Vote 19-1.

Amendment (0548h)

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Estate of Tekeste Behanu; Appropriation of Funds Escheated to the State of New Hampshire. All proceeds
escheated to the general fund of the state of New Hampshire from the estate of Tekeste Behanu, formerly of
Nashua, shall be appropriated in equal shares, one-third to Ascentria Care Alliance of New Hampshire, one-third
to the International Institute of New England of Manchester, New Hampshire and one-third to the Roca Kidz
Club of Manchester, New Hampshire, to support work of those agencies in the resettlement of refugee children.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill appropriates one third each of the proceeds escheated from the estate of Tekeste Behanu to the state

of New Hampshire to the International Institute of New England, Ascentria Care Alliance, and Roca Kidz Club.
Committee amendment was adopted.
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The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Ways and Means.

HB 1593-FN, relative to funding for developmental services community integration. OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Erica Layon for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The recent disruption to the developmental
services program has caused a problem where individuals previously receiving community services, like bowl-
ing and other activities with the general public vs disability-only programs, no longer receive these benefits.
This amendment would provide $600 per person through the end of this budget cycle, prioritizing those who
participated in these programs under a prior individualized service budget, and it would be effective upon
passage rather than waiting until July 1, 2024 to restore these important services. Finally, this is a one-time
fix and does not create an ongoing obligation for the legislature to address this and other issues in providing
services to the developmental disability community. Vote 17-3.

Amendment (0709h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT making an appropriation to the department of health and human services to support recreational
activities for individuals with developmental disabilities.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Department of Health and Human Services; Individuals with Developmental Disabilities; Funding for
Recreational Services.

I. Recreational activities typically provide an opportunity for individuals with developmental disabilities
to participate in their community in preferred settings, where individuals are able to work on skill develop-
ment to aid health, wellness, socialization, and safety goals. However, the department of health and human
services has received clarification from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services that supports and
services that are recreational in nature are not reimbursable services under the Medicaid program.

II. In order to ensure that costs to access recreational services are covered, and that individuals with
developmental disabilities are able to participate in recreational activities within their communities, the sum
of $500,000 is appropriated to the department of health and human services for the fiscal year ending June
30, 2024. This appropriation is in addition to any other funds appropriated to the department of health and
human services. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sums out of any money in the treasury
not otherwise appropriated. Any unexpended funds shall lapse to the general fund on July 1, 2025.

ITI. In order to be eligible to receive funds for recreational services under this section, an individual
must be receiving services under the 1915(c) developmental disabilities, acquired brain disorder, or in home
support waiver and shall be requesting payment for an activity or service that cannot be covered by the New
Hampshire Medicaid State Plan or a 1915(c) Home and Community Based Waiver.

IV. The department of health and human services shall contract with one or more organizations, such
as an area agency as defined in RSA 171-A, to assist in administering these funds.

V. Payment for recreational services shall be limited to $600 per individual.

VI. The department of health and human services shall include language in the contracts designated in
subparagraph IV to prioritize services previously included in individualized budgets.

Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill makes an appropriation to the department of health and human services to fund recreational
activities for individuals with developmental disabilities.
Committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1669-FN, relative to restricting data sharing through the state immunization registry. OUGHT TO
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Gary Merchant for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The Department of Health and Human
Services (DHHS) currently does not share information in the immunization information system (registry)
with other states. In the event that DHHS would like to share personally identifiable information within the
immunization information system, the bill requires the DHHS to ensure the receiving party agrees to comply
with New Hampshire laws that protect personal privacy within the immunization registry. The bill allows
healthcare providers to extract personally identifiable information in the immunization information system
for their patients. Vote 19-0.

Amendment (0619h)
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
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1 New Paragraph; State Immunization Registry; Data Sharing. Amend RSA 141-C:20-f by inserting after
paragraph I the following new paragraph:

I-a. The department shall not share personally identifiable information with any other organization, in-
cluding but not limited, to other state immunization information systems, unless the department is able to
assure that withdrawals under paragraph III-a will be honored by that organization. This paragraph shall
not apply to personally identified information extracted from the state immunization information system by
health care providers who care for their patients.

Committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1178-FN, relative to an employee’s unused earned time. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION
Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: As amended, this bill protects employees from loss
of earned but unused time when employment ends through no fault of their own. This would include a layoff,
change of ownership or closing of the company.

Rep. Michael Cahill
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill attempts to define certain benefits as wages due
upon separation from employment. It also creates a mandate for employers to have a policy regarding used
and unused earned time. A lot of our businesses in our state are seasonal operations and this bill would
negatively affect them by forcing them to pay out earned time even if the employee plans to return to that
seasonal employer.

Rep. Lino Avellani

Rep. Michael Cahill moved Ought to Pass and offered floor amendment (0783h).

Floor Amendment (0783h)

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 New Section; Day’s Work; Days of Rest; Unused Earned Time. Amend RSA 275 by inserting after section
35 the following new section:

275:35-a Unused Earned Time.

I. An employer that employs 15 or more employees and offers paid earned time to such employees shall
comply with the following:

(a) Inform employees in writing of any policy regarding accrual or use of unused earned time and any
limits on accrual or use. In the absence of an accrual system, earned time shall be paid on a prorated basis.

(b) Procide a means through which earned time requests and approvals are processed.

(c) Provide employees with an accounting of earned time used and unused earned time remaining.

(d) RSA 275:43, V-a.

II. For the purpose of this section, the terms “earned time,
off” have the same meaning.

2 New Paragraph; Protective Legislation; Wages. Amend RSA 275:43 by inserting after paragraph V the
following new paragraph:

V-a. Notwithstanding RSA 275:43, V, if an employee is separated from an employer, as defined in RSA
275:35-a, I, because the employer’s business closed, changed ownership or because their employment ended
with no reasonable assurance of the employee being able to return to said employer, unused paid time off
such as vacation, holiday, and personal time, but not sick days, whether earned by accrual or awarded in
some other manner shall be considered wages pursuant to RSA 275:42, III and due upon separation from
employment pursuant to RSA 275:44.

(a) When an employer does not delineate the types of paid time off awarded to an employee, as described
in RSA 275:43, I, the entire balance of unused paid time off shall be prorated upon separation from employment.
(b) In lieu of payment for unused paid time off an employee described in RSA 275:43, V-a, I may
agree in writing that their unused paid time off can be carried forward and transferred to their subsequent
employer following a change in ownership.
3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2025.

The question being adoption of floor amendment (0783h).
Rep. Michael Cahill spoke in favor
Rep. Infantine spoke against and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 199 - NAYS 179
YEAS - 199

BELKNAP
Bordes, Mike Huot, David St. Clair, Charlie

” &«

vacation” or “vacation time,” and “paid time
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Buco, Thomas
Woodcock, Stephen

Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

Davis, Arnold
Noél, Henry

Almy, Susan

Fellows, Sallie
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne

Murray, Alissandra
Beaulieu, Jane
Bradley, Amy

Ford, Damond
Dutzy, Sherry

Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean

Lanza, Judi

Lloyd, Christal
Perez, Maria

Ming, Ben

O'Brien, Michael
Preece, David
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Turcotte, Alisson
Ebel, Karen

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina
Wolf, Dan

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Pearson, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Ward, Gerald

Bay, Luz

Conlin, Bill

Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Pare, Galil

Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William
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Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Richard

Faulkner, Barry
Monteil, Renee
Thackston, Dick

Cascadden, Corinne

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell

King, Bill

Booras, Efstathia
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary
Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Proulx, Mark
Rung, Rosemarie
Seidel, Sheila
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Rafter, Hal
Simpson, Alexis

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Selig, Loren

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

CARROLL

Paige, David

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Filiault, Shaun
Newell, Jodi
Toll, Amanda

COOSs

Kelley, Eamon

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Lovett, Peter

Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Freitas, Mary

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK

Caplan, Tony

Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Raynolds, Ned
Turer, Eric

STRAFFORD

Rich, Cecilia

Smith, Geoffrey
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius
Weber, Lucy

Murphy, Michael

Cormen, Thomas
Hoyt, Tommy

Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Bouldin, Amanda
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gibbons, Candace
Hamer, Heidi

Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
McGhee, Kat
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Plamondon, Marc
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry

Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

Carey, Lorrie

Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
Manos, Zoe
Ford, Oliver
Read, Ellen
Vallone, Mark

Cannon, Gerri
Grassie, Chuck
Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter
Vincent, Kenneth

Merchant, Gary



Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
O'Hara, Travis
Trottier, Douglas

Avellani, Lino
Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Nutting, Zachary

Durkin, Sean

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith

Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Renzullo, Andrew
Mannion, Tom

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Foote, Charles
Hobson, Deb
Perez, Kristine
Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

Phillips, Emily
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

and floor amendment (0783h) was adopted.
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Bogert, Steven
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Ploszaj, Tom
Varney, Peter

Belcher, Mike
MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Qualey, James

Ouellet, Mike

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
McDonnell, Valerie
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Quaratiello, Arlene
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Newton, Clifford

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

NAYS - 179
BELKNAP

Coker, Matthew
McCarter, Nikki
Smart, Lisa

CARROLL

Cordelli, Glenn
Smith, Jonathan

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

COO0OSs

King, Seth

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Infantine, William
Lascelles, Richard
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Prout, Andrew
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul
Love, David
McMahon, Charles
Porcelli, Susan
Roy, Terry
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

SULLIVAN

Rollins, Skip
Stone, Jonathan

Comtois, Barbara
Nagel, David
Terry, Paul

Costable, Michael
McConkey, Mark

Santonastaso, Matthew

Tierney, James

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lewicke, John
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Reid, Karen
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
Melvin, Charles
Potucek, John
Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
True, Chris
Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

Burnham, Claudine
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Smith, Steven

The question now being adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
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On a division vote, with 198 members having voted in the affirmative, and 180 in the negative, the motion of
Ought to Pass with Amendment was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1322-FN, relative to the state minimum hourly rate. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass: The minimum wage in New Hampshire has not changed since 2009.
New Hampshire has the 8th-highest cost of living in the country. Every other New England state has raised
their minimum wage to more than $13, while New Hampshire remains at $7.25. This bill raises the minimum
wage slowly to $17.00 by 2029. The Massachusetts Institute of Technology Living Wage Calculator calculates
that $17.23 is the living wage for a single person in the Granite State. Our failure to raise the wage sends a
powerful message to young workers that the state does not value workers. Our state is currently experienc-
ing a worker shortage. There are three unfilled jobs for every person currently looking for work. This worker
shortage will be the limiting factor in future economic for the state. In order to be competitive in attracting
and retaining workers we must raise the minimum wage.

Rep. Kathy Staub
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill would set the new minimum wage in New Hamp-
shire at $9.50 per hour as of September 1, 2024 and increase it to $11.00 as of January 1, 2025. The rate
would continue to increase every year on January 1st until it reached $17.00 per hour in 2029. This bill sets
a wage floor and has automatic increases based on the Northeast Consumer Price Index (CPI). Utilizing the
CPI takes this issue out of our legislative hands and that is not what we are charged to do. The bill also
increases the base rate for tipped employees. Jobs and wages should be between employees and employers
to negotiate, and many believe that New Hampshire employers pay a higher hourly rate than surrounding
states that are mandated to pay a certain amount by law.
Rep. Lino Avellani

Rep. Staub moved Ought to Pass and spoke in favor.
Rep. Rep. Infantine spoke against.
Rep. Infantine requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 187 - NAYS 192

YEAS - 187

BELKNAP
Huot, David St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL
Buco, Thomas Burroughs, Anita Paige, David McAleer, Chris
Woodcock, Stephen

CHESHIRE
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas
Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi Parshall, Lucius
Schapiro, Joe Toll, Amanda Weber, Lucy

COO0S

Cascadden, Corinne Kelley, Eamon Noél, Henry

GRAFTON
Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill Cormen, Thomas
Fellows, Sallie Fracht, David Hakken-Phillips, Mary Hoyt, Tommy

Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Booras, Efstathia
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Freitas, Mary

Grill, Jessica

Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
McGhee, Kat
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Plamondon, Marc

Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gibbons, Candace
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean
Lanza, Judi

Lloyd, Christal
Perez, Maria
Ming, Ben
O’Brien, Michael
Preece, David

Lovett, Peter
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Beauchemin, Paige
Bouldin, Amanda
Ford, Damond
Dutzy, Sherry
Goley, Jeffrey
Heath, Mary
Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Newman, Ray

Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

Beaulieu, Jane
Bradley, Amy
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather



Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

Turcotte, Alisson
Ebel, Karen

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim

Meuse, David

Read, Ellen
Vandecasteele, Susan

Bay, Luz

Conlin, Bill

Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Pare, Gail

Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William

Bean, Harry
Comtois, Barbara
Nagel, David
Terry, Paul

Avellani, Lino
Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Calabro, Karen
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Infantine, William
Lascelles, Richard
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom
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Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Selig, Loren

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

Bogert, Steven
Dumais, Russell
O'Hara, Travis
Trottier, Douglas

Belcher, Mike
MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lewicke, John
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

Ryan, Linda
Spier, Carry
Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

MERRIMACK
Caplan, Tony
Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM
Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
Rafter, Hal
Turer, Eric

STRAFFORD
Rich, Cecilia
Smith, Geoffrey
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

NAYS - 192
BELKNAP
Bordes, Mike
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet

Ploszaj, Tom
Varney, Peter

CARROLL

Cordelli, Glenn
Smith, Jonathan

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

COO0S
Murphy, Michael

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred

Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan
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Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Carey, Lorrie

Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark

Cannon, Gerri
Grassie, Chuck
Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter
Vincent, Kenneth

Merchant, Gary

Coker, Matthew
McCarter, Nikki
Smart, Lisa

Costable, Michael
McConkey, Mark

Santonastaso, Matthew

Ouellet, Mike

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert
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Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.

Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Ball, Lorie

Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Foote, Charles
Hobson, Deb

Perez, Kristine

Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

Melvin, Charles
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

True, Chris
MacDonald, Wayne

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Turcotte, Len
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Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wolf, Dan

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
Ford, Oliver
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
Wallace, Scott

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Newton, Clifford

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

Wood, Clayton

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul
Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lundgren, David
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

Burnham, Claudine
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Potenza, Kelley

SULLIVAN

Aron, Judy Drye, Margaret Rollins, Skip Smith, Steven
Spilsbury, Walter Stapleton, Walter Stone, Jonathan

and the motion of Ought to Pass failed.

MOTON TO INDEFINITELY POSTPONE
Rep. Sweeney moved that HB 1322-FN, relative to the state minimum hourly rate, be Indefinitely Postponed.

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Wheeler moved that HB 1322-FN, relative to the state minimum hourly rate, be laid on the table.
On a division vote, with 189 members having voted in the affirmative, and 191 in the negative, the motion failed.

The question now being adoption of the motion to Indefinitely Postpone.
On a division vote, with 193 members having voted in the affirmative, and 187 in the negative, the motion
was adopted.

MOTION TO PRINT DEBATE

Rep. Weber moved that the debate on HB 1322-FN, relative to the state minimum hourly rate, be printed
in the Permanent Journal.
Without objection, the Speaker ordered.

DEBATE ON HB 1322-FN

Speaker Packard: Rep. Staub moves Ought to Pass. The Chair recognizes Rep. Infantine.

Representative Infantine: Thank you, Mister Speaker. This bill proposes to increase the minimum wage up
to $17/hour by 2029 so I did some research. We all drive thru, and we see advertisements that say X dollars
per hour. So, I looked at three kinds of starting type jobs. McDonalds, Hannaford supermarkets and Dunkin
Donuts, and I looked on their State of New Hampshire web pages to see all of their jobs that are open for
each one of these positions. I didn’t see a starting wage lower than $16/hour at McDonalds. Hannaford is be-
tween $15 and $22 for bagging and checkout clerks. Dunkins is the lowest between $13 and $18. So, I would
suggest that New Hampshire employers are already doing this themselves. They know what they need to do
to hire employees. New Hampshire doesn’t do a lot of things other states do like a bottle bill. Why? Because
we recycle ourselves. We don’t have a mandatory insurance law but more people in New Hampshire have
insurance than states where it is mandatory. Employers know what they have to do to get employees. The
second part of the bill that is disconcerting to me has to do with is that this bill will increase every year with
the New England Consumer Price Index. Nothing for negative inflation, but just for, you know, on a positive
scale, positive inflation. You know, I have always believed and was taught this a long time ago. I've been
hanging around these halls for almost 20 years now. When I was a young buck, someone told me we don’t shy
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away from our responsibilities to vote on things. We don’t let things just happen every year automatically. I
don’t think we should be passing something where increases happen automatically. I don’t like it when the
United States Congress walks around and gets a raise every year and says oh, we didn’t vote for it, it was
automatic. In New Hampshire we vote. So, I would like a roll call Mister Speaker, but I am asking my col-
leagues to vote against this bill.

Speaker Packard: The Chair recognizes Rep. Staub.

Representative Staub: Thank you, Mister Speaker. I rise today in support of the Ought to Pass motion
on HB 1322. This bill would gradually raise New Hampshire’s minimum wage beginning with an increase
to $9.50 followed by modest yearly increases until it reaches $17/hour in 2029. Then after that, increases
yearly based on the CPI, which is what the states of Vermont and Maine do. Why $17 you might ask. The
MIT living wage calculator estimates that $17.23/hour is what a single person needs to live a decent life in
New Hampshire and isn’t that what we want for all Granite Staters? It is true that our current labor short-
age has given workers the leverage to demand higher wages, but there is still one group of workers who can
make $7.25/hour, tipped workers. If a waitress in New Hampshire comes in on a quiet day and doesn’t make
much in tips, the employer is required to make up their wages to the minimum wage of a mere $7.25. That
same waitress would make $15 for her time in Massachusetts and $14.15 in Maine and aren’t our workers
worth as much as workers in Massachusetts and Maine? New Hampshire has not raised its minimum wage in
fifteen years. Every state around us has by a lot and their economies have not collapsed. If we want to grow
our states economy, we need to attract and retain working people. Reestablishing and raising the minimum
wage sends the message that we value our workers, and that New Hampshire is a place where they can make
a living and enjoy a good quality of life. Mister Speaker, when I vote for this bill, I will be thinking of the
people who will benefit most, the waitress, who fills your coffee cup on a quiet Tuesday morning, the people
who keep the convenience stores and gas stations open so you can get a gallon of milk when you need it or
fill your tank when you come rolling in on fumes and the home health aid who comes every morning to help
your elderly neighbor get out of bed, makes sure she takes her medication and has at least one good meal
that day. If you believe as I do that the 124,000 workers in New Hampshire who make less than $17/hour are
important contributors to our state’s economy and enhance the quality of life for all of us, then I urge you to
press the green button and raise the wage. Thank you, Mister Speaker.

Speaker Packard: Rep. Infantine has requested a roll call. Is that sufficiently seconded? It is sufficiently
seconded. This will be a roll call vote. Members take your seats. The House will be in order. The motion
before us is Ought to Pass on HB 1322. This is a roll call vote. The Chair recognizes Rep. Infantine for a
parliamentary inquiry.

Representative Infantine: Thank you, Mister Speaker. Mister Speaker, if I know that New Hampshire
employers know what they need to do to attract employees and the vast majority are paying more per hour
than what is proposed in this legislation. And Mister Speaker if I also know that this bill is tied to automatic
increases with the New England Consumer Price Index and I don’t feel that legislation should have automatic
increases, we should sit and vote on any increases, would I vote no on this bill? Thank you, Mister Speaker.
Speaker Packard: The Chair recognizes Rep. Schultz for a parliamentary inquiry.

Representative Schultz: Thank you, Mister Speaker. If I know that a strong capitalism and a strong New
Hampshire means we don’t pay workers so poorly that they have to go on public assistance. And if I know that
too many workers can’t afford rent, food and the simple basics and instead of livable wages for our 124,000
low wage workers probably in every district in the state. And if I know that with no minimum wage of our
own, we default to the federal $7.25/hour, the wealthiest state to do so, and half of what all of New England
does besides us. And Mister Speaker if I know that hard working Granite Staters are counting on us to make
that horrible phrase, working poor, a relic of the past by pushing the green button? Thank you.

Speaker Packard: The motion before us is Ought to Pass on HB 1322. This is a roll call vote. If you are in
favor, you’ll press the green button. If you are opposed, you’ll press the red button. Voting stations are open
for 30 seconds. Have all members present had the opportunity to vote? The House will attend to the state of
the vote. 187 voting Yea, 192 voting Nay, the motion fails. For what reason does the member rise?
Representative Sweeney: I move Indefinitely Postpone.

Speaker Packard: That is a proper motion. So, the motion before us now is to Indefinitely Postpone HB
1322. Are you ready for the question? A division has been requested.

Representative Wheeler: Mister Speaker, I'd like to move to table this legislation. Thank you.

Speaker Packard: That is a higher priority motion. The motion now will be to table HB 1322. I'm assum-
ing a division. So, this will be a division vote. Members will remain in your seats. Are we all set? The motion
before us is to table HB 1322. This is a division vote. If you are in favor, you’ll press the green button. If you
are opposed, you'll press the red button. Voting stations will be open for 30 seconds. Have all members pres-
ent had the opportunity to vote? The House will attend to the state of the vote. 189 voting Yea, 191 voting
Nay, the motion to table fails. We are back to the motion of Indefinitely Postponement on HB 1322. This is
a division vote, and everybody is still in their seats. Very good. So, the motion before us is to Indefinitely
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Postpone HB 1322. This is a division vote. If you are in favor, you’ll press the green button. If you are op-
posed, you’ll press the red button. Voting stations will be open for 30 seconds. Have all members present had
the opportunity to vote? The House will attend to the state of the vote. 193 voting Yea, 187 voting Nay, the
Indefinite Postponement of HB 1322 passes.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 1377-FN, relative to granting workers free choice to join or refrain from joining labor unions. WITHOUT
RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This bill would allow workers who are not members of a union to cease
paying into unions that do not represent them and their interests. It stands to common sense that independent
workers who do not wish to be represented by a union should not be forced to pay into unions, however due to
federal law, unions can negotiate with employers to force non-union members to pay in. Opponents of this bill
say that non-union workers should just quit their job if they don’t like it, however federal law forces employers
to exclusively negotiate with unions when over 50% of the workforce decides to unionize. Unions are then offered
the option to either represent only their members, or to represent all members. Most unions opt to “represent”
all members including non-union employees who do not wish to be represented by the union. This means that
if over 50% of the workforce at a firm decides to unionize, all the remaining employees are stripped of their
negotiating rights and are instead chained to the contracts that the union negotiates, even if they don’t want
that contract and even if that contract is a generally bad deal. As the federal labor laws are out-of-touch with
common sense and basic fairness, the solution is to protect these independent employees at the state level and
protect them from getting money taken from their wages to support a union that they do not wish to support.
Opponents of this bill call it “union busting,” however, “right to work” legislation in other states has not made
any impact to “bust up” unions. Opponents of this bill may refer to independent workers as “free riders.” This
is an unfair way to characterize the 90% of the workforce that prefers not to be in a union. Their reasons for
eschewing a union are likely varied, however it is likely that many of them simply prefer a non-union workplace.
Such workers should not be held hostage by unions, they should not be made into tokens that unions can use to
their benefit in their negotiation, and they should not be forced to quit their job just because some third party
interjected itself into the private contracts between employers and non-union employees. Independent workers
have a right to work if the employer wants to pay them, and they should not be stuck in an abusive relationship
with a union that they never agreed to be a part of in the first place.

Rep. Michael Granger
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This so-called “Right to Work” bill has been addressed in every
biennium for decades. It has never been supported and 10 members of the Labor Committee continue to oppose
this bill. The bill would prevent employers and the employee organizations from bargaining an agency fee to
be collected from employees who choose not to be members of the union that represents all employees in the
bargaining unit. These agency fees are intended to cover the expense involved with collective bargaining and
contract maintenance. This bill causes the government to interfere with an agreement between the employer and
the union to authorize an agency fee. Employees who choose not to join the union while shielded from an agency
fee by a right to work statute are effectively receiving services from the union without paying anything for those
services. It is the opinion of those who support an Inexpedient to Legislate motion that receiving these services
without paying is unfair to the dues-paying employees and to the union. We also believe that using the phrase
“right to work” is inherently misleading. Passage of this bill will not provide any particular right to work and
failure to pass it will not interfere with anyone’s right to work. Right to work is not right for New Hampshire.
Rep. Brian Sullivan

MOTON TO INDEFINITELY POSTPONE

Rep. Brian Sullivan moved that HB 1377-FN, relative to granting workers free choice to join or refrain from
joining labor unions, be Indefinitely Postponed.

Rep. Granger spoke against.

Rep. LeClerc spoke in favor.

Rep. Sweeney requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 212 - NAYS 168

YEAS - 212

BELKNAP
Bordes, Mike Coker, Matthew Huot, David Nagel, David
O'Hara, Travis St. Clair, Charlie Trottier, Douglas

CARROLL
Buco, Thomas Burroughs, Anita Crawford, Karel Paige, David

McAleer, Chris Woodcock, Stephen



Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

Davis, Arnold
Noél, Henry

Almy, Susan

Fellows, Sallie
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Beaulieu, Jane
Bradley, Amy
Ford, Damond
Dutzy, Sherry
Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean
Lanza, Judi

Lloyd, Christal
Perez, Maria
Ming, Ben
O'Brien, Michael
Preece, David
Reid, Karen
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Turcotte, Alisson
Ebel, Karen

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina
Wallner, Mary Jane

Balboni, Peggy
Gilman, Julie
Hamblet, Joan
Khan, Aboul
Pearson, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Rafter, Hal
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

Bay, Luz

Conlin, Bill

Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Pare, Galil

Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William
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Ames, Richard
Faulkner, Barry
Monteil, Renee
Toll, Amanda

Cascadden, Corinne
Quellet, Mike

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Booras, Efstathia
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will

Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia

Heath, Mary

Smith, Juliet
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Proulx, Mark
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grossman, Gaby
Haskins, Linda
Knab, Allison
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Raynolds, Ned
Cahill, Tim

Bixby, Peter
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Selig, Loren

Cloutier, John
Stapleton, Walter

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Filiault, Shaun
Newell, Jodi
Weber, Lucy

COO0OSs

Kelley, Eamon
King, Seth

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Lovett, Peter
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Freitas, Mary

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Newman, Ray
Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK
Caplan, Tony
Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Grote, Jaci
Janvrin, Jason
Cahill, Michael
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Read, Ellen
Turer, Eric

STRAFFORD
Rich, Cecilia
Smith, Geoffrey
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope
Tanner, Linda
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Fox, Dru
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius

Murphy, Michael
Tierney, James

Cormen, Thomas
Hoyt, Tommy

Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Bouldin, Amanda
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gibbons, Candace
Hamer, Heidi

Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
McGhee, Kat
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Plamondon, Marc
Raymond, Heather
Ryan, Linda

Spier, Carry

Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

Carey, Lorrie
Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Testerman, Dave

Foote, Charles
Guthrie, Joseph
Murray, Kate
Paige, Mark
Manos, Zoe
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Vallone, Mark

Cannon, Gerri
Crassie, Chuck
Kenney, Cam
Schmidt, Peter
Vincent, Kenneth

Merchant, Gary
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NAYS - 168
BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki Ploszaj, Tom Smart, Lisa
Terry, Paul Varney, Peter
CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Cordelli, Glenn Costable, Michael

MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Durkin, Sean

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lewicke, John
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.
Boyd, Stephen
Wolf, Dan

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John
Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Smith, Jonathan

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harley, Tina
Perez, Kristine
Layon, Erica
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily

Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine

Spillane, James
Dolan, Tom
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Newton, Clifford

Drye, Margaret
Stone, Jonathan

and the motion was adopted.

McConkey, Mark

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

COO0s

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Hobson, Deb
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Love, David
Melvin, Charles
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Quaratiello, Arlene
Summers, James
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

SULLIVAN

Rollins, Skip

Peternel, Katy

Santonastaso, Matthew

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Infantine, William
Lascelles, Richard
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Prout, Andrew
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Nelson, Jodi
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lynn, Bob
Ford, Oliver
Porcelli, Susan
Roy, Terry
Sweeney, Joe
True, Chris
Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

Burnham, Claudine
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Smith, Steven
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MOTION TO PRINT DEBATE

Rep. Schapiro moved that the debate on HB 1377-FN, relative to granting workers free choice to join or
refrain from joining labor unions, be printed in the Permanent Journal.
Without objection, the Speaker ordered.

DEBATE ON HB 1377-FN

Speaker Packard: For what reason does the member rise?

Representative Brian Sullivan: To make a motion.

Speaker Packard: State your motion.

Representative Brian Sullivan: I move to Indefinitely Postpone HB 1377.

Speaker Packard: The motion is in order. Rep. Sweeney requests a roll call. Is that sufficiently seconded? It is
sufficiently seconded. This will be a roll call vote. The House will be in order. The Chair recognizes Rep. Granger.
Representative Granger: Thank you, Mister Speaker. This legislation is called right to work, but it would
be more accurate to call it the right to work and not have money from your paycheck stolen by people who
have crippled your ability to independently negotiate who then act like they’ve done you a favor by doing so.
That’s a bit long winded, but you get the point. I am an independent worker. I do not work at a union job. I
come from a long line of proud independent workers who also do not take union jobs. I'm someone who isn’t
in a union and also supports right to work. It’s a change of pace for this legislation. Labor laws can be con-
fusing, so I'll provide a fairly clear example of why I support right to work. Let’s say you work for a company
and the workers form a union. You’re not in the union, but they form a union. Let’s say the union chooses,
the union chooses.

Speaker Packard: The member will be in order. Let’s not talk about.

Representative Granger: Let’s say that the union chooses for exclusive representation. That means that
they represent all employees, even non-union employees. The union chooses that. Question for you. How would
you go about independently negotiating your own wage and benefit package directly with the company? An-
swer, you can’t. It’s illegal. You are not allowed to negotiate your own wages. You're not allowed to negotiate
your own benefit package. As an independent worker, you have had your agencies stolen from you by a union
that will then come to the labor committee and then call you a free rider. They will come to my committee,
and they will come in droves to complain about independent workers like me who are free riders because we
get the negotiated wage that they negotiated for them even if we don’t want it. Even if we don’t want their
benefit package. Even if we value our independence more than their handouts. They will come over and call
you a free rider. So, regardless of how this vote goes, know this. Evil is self defeating. Private sector labor
unions who have relied on this antiquated peculiar institution to stay alive are slowly disappearing. There
was a time in America when almost half of all the workers were in a union. We’ve now gotten to the point
where the unions have driven away the majority of those they represent and now only 10% of workers are
in a union. What more, most of these union workers are in the public sector which already has right to work
thanks to the Janus decision. On top of that, not every private sector union engages in the practice of forcing
non union members to subsidize the unions. Some actually try to provide a decent service to their members
without needlessly resorting to throwing independent workers under the bus. We will bring this bill back
every two years until either it passes or until this unethical practice stops. If you want to not listen to this
debate ever again, please oppose the indefinite postponement. Thank you.

Speaker Packard: The motion before us is to Indefinite Postpone HB 1377. This is a roll call vote. The Chair
recognizes Rep. LeClerc.

Representative LeClerc: Thank you, Mister Speaker. Mister Speaker, I may not have as much experi-
ence here at the State House as most of you, but I do have experience in opposing this right to work bill
as I have been a carpenter and in a carpenter’s union for 28 years now. I reached out to all when right to
work legislation was first introduced in this body. I was told that the first substantial bill was introduced
in 1979. When introduced, I was 16 going on 17 years old but didn’t know much about unions except that
my dad was a member of the Teamsters. He was a route salesman for Sunbeam Bread working out of
Cote’s Brothers Bakery in Manchester. And if you grew up in and around Manchester, you might have gone
down South Elm Street, rolled your windows down and smelled fresh Sunbeam bread. It was awesome. I
remember those days. So, in 1980, I earned my PhD, that’s my public high school diploma from Manches-
ter Memorial High School. I only mention this because at the time the Teamsters were having issues with
those that were not in favor of unions. I don’t remember all the details, but I do know that my dad got
called to ride shotgun, literally, in case an overnight delivery got interrupted. Because of this, he missed
my high school graduation. You might be thinking why would a father miss their oldest son’s graduation?
You know what, I kind of thought that too, but then we talked about it when he got home, and I understood
that he did what he had to do. He obviously did not want to miss my high school graduation, but he also
didn’t want to lose what was fought by so many before him. Those who had made huge sacrifices for the
greater good. He was proud of the fact that being a Teamster allowed him to provide for his wife and four
sons and was not about to let anyone take that away from him. When I graduated from trade school a few



124 22 FEBRUARY 2024 HOUSE RECORD

years later, he was able to make that. He remained a Teamster even when he changed careers and started
working for the Manchester Police Department. We lost him in 2011 after fighting long and hard against
two different cancers and then finally succumbing to leukemia. At the ripe old age of 66 by the way, just
one month before he was going to retire. Thanks to the MPD and the Teamsters, his benefits paid for all
the medications and treatments he had to deal with along the way. They stayed by his side until the end
and because his wife was able to receive his pension, she was able to stay in their home until we lost her
just over a year ago. In 1995, my wife Francine and I had our second son. I’'ve been working in construction
for open shop companies since the mid eighties before, during and after going to trade school. I was tired
of begging for lame wages and getting terrible benefits that I had to pay for. With my wife and two young
sons I knew I needed to make a change. My brother-in-law had just joined the carpenter’s union and sug-
gested that I do the same, so I did. My only regret was that I waited until I was 33 years old and didn’t
do it at 23 years old. Fast forward to today. I'm 61 years old. This close to retiring. I have a full pension
and annuity waiting for Francine and me to carry us through our retirement years. I've been paying dues
voluntarily for all those years because I know the rate of return we’ll receive cannot be matched by any
financial institution. There’s no way we could have saved up what we are going to get in our retirement
years. This legislation jeopardizes all of that. Even with its misleading title, we can all agree that everyone
has the right to work, but I really hope that everyone in this room knows that this bill has nothing to do
with that. Make no mistake. The only intent of HB 1377 is to destroy unions in what many, many long
before us have fought and died for. Safe wages, safe working conditions and a chance to retire with dignity,
just to name a few. Even thought the federal government already protects worker’s freedom not to join a
union, HB 1377 wants to give some workers a free ride by allowing anti-union workers to opt out of pay-
ing any fees, but still be able to receive all of the benefits and by law union representation would still be
provided. Even a business as large as Plant Fitness would not survive if nobody paid fees to be a member.
During two days of hearings at the Labor Committee, the best committee in the House Mister Speaker.
We heard testimony from the Executive Director for Northeast Citizens for Right to Work who are really
from Virginia. His written testimony stated the facts show businesses are naturally inclined to locate new
jobs in and when feasible, transfer existing jobs to states where right to work is protected. When we asked
for proof, none was provided. We do know that Republican Governor Jim Justice pushed to pass a right
to work law promising it would bring new jobs. But in February of 2021, about half an hour or so into a
town meeting, he admitted really and truly let’s be brutally honest, we passed a right to work law in West
Virginia and we ran to the windows looking to see all the people that were going to come, and they didn’t
come. Last Thursday, during the State of the State Address, Governor Sununu said that many businesses
have come to New Hampshire, and we are not a right to work state. And as February 13, 2024, just last
week, after 50 plus years of being a right to work state, Michigan is no longer a right to work state. We
also heard from the President and CEO.

Speaker Packard: The House will be in order.

Representative LeClerc: Thank you, Mister Speaker. We also heard from the President and CEO of As-
sociated Builders and Contractors, that’s the ABC, who represents many dues paying construction firms. He
testified that in New Hampshire union bosses use violence, coercion and intimidation to force people to join
unions. As a former union boss, I resent those remarks. And again, when asked for proof, none was brought
forth. I’d like to point out that our union bosses here in New Hampshire have helped many open shop car-
penters get compensation owed to them. Working with the state DOL, we got them the money they earned,
sometimes thousands because we believe in protecting all workers’ rights and when you work you get paid
union or not. The ABC also testified that union construction workers could only make what their contract
states and need to beg the union boss for more money. Again, hurtful, but not true. The rate of pay in our
contract is a minimum amount. If a carpenter would like to earn more, he or she can work with their employer
to do so. No union boss involved. By the way, union carpenter’s minimum wage is way higher than the open
shop carpenter’s minimum wage of $7.25/hour. Colleagues let’s be clear. The reality is that right to work isn’t
just wrong for New Hampshire workers, it’s also wrong for New Hampshire businesses. At the hearings and
through correspondence, we heard from firms that employ thousands of New Hampshire workers. They were
clear in telling us that right to work is bad for business because it will intrude in their businesses ability to
freely negotiate contracts that they determine are in their best interest to their companies. They expressed
dismay that here in New Hampshire, the Live Free or Die state, that this legislative body would pass a law
that mandates government interference in the free market. They also pointed out that passing right to work
will harm our communities because studies show that states that have passed right to work have lower wages,
higher rates of jobsite injuries and death, lower rates of healthcare coverage and higher rates of poverty.
Pushing more people toward public assistance is not something they and I hope we can all agree is not good
for our state. Mister Speaker, I could continue pointing out the untruths told by the folks in favor of right
to work, but I would just like to point out two more things before closing. First, while execing HB 1377, it
was said in the best committee in the House, that unions are irrelevant and probably won’t be around in 50
years. If that was true, why the hell are so many anti-union organizations like the aforementioned working
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so diligently and spending so much money to get rid of them? I'll wager my entire gross salary for this ses-
sion that the members of this House receive more correspondence in opposition to this bill from true voting
New Hampshire constituents than those in support. I'm confident in this wager because after more than five
hours of testimony over two days, more than 1400 members of the public either spoke or registered their op-
position to HB 1377, while less than 50 spoke positive. Secondly, this body gets together to debate and vote
on whether or not a bill introduced from committee should become law. Typically, bad bills go no further no
matter how many times or in what form they are introduced. In my opinion and the opinion of legislators over
the past 40 plus years, no matter which side had the majority, this is once again a bad bill that should not go
any further. Mister Speaker, I respectfully ask that we all push the red button, I mean the green button to
Indefinitely Postpone, like so many before us at the request of our voting New Hampshire constituents. Let’s
all prove again that right to work and HB 1377 are wrong for New Hampshire, wrong for New Hampshire
businesses and wrong for all the taxpayers of this great State of New Hampshire. Mister Speaker, I also
respectfully ask for a division vote.

Speaker Packard: It’s already a roll call. Members take your seats. This is going to be a roll call. The mo-
tion before us is to Indefinitely Postpone HB 1377. This is a roll call vote. The Chair recognizes Rep. Brian
Sullivan for a parliamentary inquiry.

Representative Brian Sullivan: Thank you, Mister Speaker. Mister Speaker, if I know that this body has
been killing right to work for over 40 years. And if I know that over 1,400 people signed in in opposition to
right to work and only 50 signed in in favor of it. And if I know that right to work is wrong for New Hamp-
shire, then would I press the green button in favor of Indefinitely Postponement? Thank you.

Speaker Packard: The Chair recognizes Rep. Popovici-Muller for a parliamentary inquiry.
Representative Popovici-Muller: Mister Speaker, if I know that many workers do not want a union job
and this bill protects the rights of every worker to choose to join a union and pay for their services or not. If
I know that this bill will eliminate restrictions on the freedoms of individuals and businesses alike, allowing
them to choose what is best for them without being coerced into different choices. If I know that the so-called
free riders are a myth since the NLRA explicitly allows unions to negotiate members only contracts which
do not require unions to represent non members. And lastly, if I know that there is no doubt that forcing
someone to pay to exercise their constitutional right is a clear interference with their rights, would I then
press the red button so that a better motion can be made?

Speaker Packard: The motion before us is Indefinite Postponement on HB 1377. This is a roll call vote. If
you are in favor, you’ll press the green button. If you are opposed, you'll press the red button. Voting stations
will be open for 30 seconds. Before I announce the vote, I want to make it clear. The House will be in order
and that includes the gallery. No clapping, no screaming, no hollering from anybody. Have all members pres-
ent had the opportunity to vote? The House will attend to the state of the vote. 212 voting Yea, 168 voting
Nay, Indefinite Postponement passes.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 1522-FN, relative to weekly benefit amounts for unemployment compensation. WITHOUT RECOM-
MENDATION
Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: As amended, this bill aims to revise New Hampshire
unemployment benefits that have not been amended since 2008. The benefit amounts are out of date and the
wage replacement value has decreased from 50% to less than 35% in some cases over the years. There is a
similar bill coming from the Senate that offers a slightly better solution and has a reasonable effect on the
trust fund balance without increasing the wage amount unemployment tax is based on.

Rep. Brian Sullivan
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill aims to revise New Hampshire unemployment
benefits that have not been amended since 2008. The benefit amounts are out of date and the wage replace-
ment value has decreased from 50% to less than 35% in some cases over the years. There is a similar bill
coming from the Senate that offers a slightly better solution and has a reasonable effect on the trust fund
balance without increasing the wage amount unemployment tax is based on.

Rep. William Infantine

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE
Rep. Brian Sullivan moved that HB 1522-FN, relative to weekly benefit amounts for unemployment com-
pensation, be laid on the table.
Motion was adopted.

MOTION TO REMOVE FROM THE TABLE
Rep. Brian Sullivan moved that HB 232-FN, adopting section 1910 OSHA standards for public sector em-
ployees in New Hampshire, be removed from the table.

On a division vote, with 182 members having voted in the affirmative, and 186 in the negative, the motion
failed.
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REGULAR CALENDAR CONT'D

HB 1468-FN-A, directing the department of transportation to develop a Conway Branch rail line master plan.
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Mark McConkey for Public Works and Highways. This bill, as amended, removes the $200,000.00 fis-
cal note to fund a master plan, and instead directs the Department of Transportation to work with the New
Hampshire Trails division, selectmen, legislators, a freight rail representative, and a member of the public to
determine the best use of the “Conway Branch” rail bed from Center Ossipee/Moultonville road north to Route
113 in Madison, approximately ten miles. The “Conway Branch” is an old unutilized asset that would make
a fantastic rail trail to be utilized by snowmobiles, cross country skiers, hikers, runners, and bicyclists, until
such time that freight service returns. The committee heard overwhelming support for the bill and amend-
ment in oral and written testimony from municipal boards, snowmobile clubs, and residents. Rail trails have

been proven to provide both an economic and physical benefit to the towns and surrounding communities
that host them. Vote 19-0.

Amendment (0530h)
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

1 Conway Branch Planning Group. The department of transportation, bureau of rail and transit, and the
bureau of trails shall jointly meet, in consultation with the executive councilor from district 1, a member of
the house public works highway committee, a member of the senate capital budget committee, a selectman or
their appointed agents from the towns of Ossipee and Madison, and a representative from the New Hampshire
Northcoast railroad, to formulate a plan for the best public use of a portion of the so-called “Conway Branch”
between rail crossing in Center Ossipee/Moultonville Road to the rail crossing at Route 113 in Madison and
to explore the feasibility of snowmobiling, walking, and biking on the existing rail corridor. The rail division
shall explore the costs and income related to the removal of the rail and ties where necessary to provide a
level and safe surface for recreational activity on the existing trackbed. The group shall explore funding
any trail improvements from private donations, grants and/or from the sale of the existing steel rails. The 2
bureaus shall meet with this working group no less than 3 times before December 30, 2024, and issue their
joint findings and recommendations to the public on or before January 2, 2025, with copies to the governor
and executive council, the speaker of the house, the president of the senate, and the towns of Ossipee and
Madison.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill directs the department of transportation to meet with other state and local entities to form a plan
for the best use of the Conway Branch rail corridor.
Committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.
Rep. Leishman declared a conflict of interest and did not participate.

HB 1423-FN, requiring the commissioner of the department of natural and cultural resources to identify all
old growth and mature forests on public land in the state of New Hampshire. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Tanya Donnelly for the Majority of Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill aims to circumvent
an existing State Forest Action Plan that was developed in 2020. This plan is a comprehensive document
that identifies the issues, trends and concerns affecting New Hampshire forests. This bill would bypass the
recommendations of the State Forester and the Division of Forestry, who are experts in this field. The Divi-
sion of Forest and Lands and the New Hampshire Timberland Owners Association testified that inventorying
1.3 million acres of state forest would require additional manpower, equipment and data management. The
New Hampshire Timberland Owners Association, who opposed the bill, argued that this would be an exces-
sive and unnecessary effort to inventory one-third of the state forest for one specific element. They suggested
that the existing State Forest Action Plan already provides a framework for addressing such tasks. This bill
would only create a large fiscal burden for the taxpayers and impose an uncoordinated activity outside the
existing plan. Vote 15-5.

Rep. Rosemarie Rung for the Minority of Resources, Recreation and Development. The minority of the com-
mittee believes that this bill which aims to identify, and map mature and old growth forests is important
to flood and drought mitigation, water quality, biodiversity, and the sequestering of atmospheric carbon.
In response to issues arising at the public hearing, the prime sponsor submitted an amendment limiting
the scope of forests to be mapped to those only under the management of the state, with a specified public
schedule and reporting process with its findings included into the State Forest Action Plan. The minority
believes an amendment to the bill would have addressed concerns and allowed this important bill to move
forward.
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MOTON TO INDEFINITELY POSTPONE
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Rep. Renzullo moved that HB 1423-FN, requiring the commissioner of the department of natural and cul-
tural resources to identify all old growth and mature forests on public land in the state of New Hampshire,

be Indefinitely Postponed.

Rep. Caplan spoke against.
Rep. Donnelly Spoke in favor.
Rep. Granger requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

Bean, Harry
Comtois, Barbara
Nagel, David
Terry, Paul

Avellani, Lino
Paige, David
Peternel, Katy

Faulkner, Barry
Thackston, Dick

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Almy, Susan
Coulon, Matthew
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Calabro, Karen
Cushman, Leah
Freitas, Mary
Healey, Robert
Smith, Juliet
Lascelles, Richard
Mazur, Lisa
Mooney, Maureen
Panek, Sandra
Post, Lisa
Renzullo, Andrew
Sheehan, Vanessa
Mannion, Tom

Andrus, Louise
Carey, Lorrie
Hill, Gregory
MacKay, James
Gould, Sherry
Walsh, Thomas

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Emerick, Tracy
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Khan, Aboul

Bogert, Steven
Dumais, Russell
O'Hara, Travis
Trottier, Douglas

Belcher, Mike
MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Qualey, James
Weber, Lucy

Cascadden, Corinne
King, Seth

Berezhny, Lex

Greeson, Jeffrey
Rochefort, David
Stringham, Jerry

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Griffin, Gerald
Infantine, William
Kennedy, Stephen
Leishman, Peter
McGhee, Kat
Noble, Kristin
Pauer, Diane
Proulx, Mark
Rombeau, Catherine
Sirois, Shane
Tenczar, Jeffrey

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan

Hoell, J.R.

Moffett, Michael
Schamberg, Thomas
Testerman, Dave

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Foote, Charles
Hobson, Deb
Murray, Kate
Knab, Allison

YEAS 228 - NAYS 141

YEAS - 228
BELKNAP

Bordes, Mike
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Ploszaj, Tom
Varney, Peter

CARROLL

Cordelli, Glenn
Smith, Jonathan

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer
Nutting, Zachary

COOSs

Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Brown, Carroll
Murphy, James
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Elberger, Susan
Gagne, Larry
Jack, Martin
Kenny, Catherine
Lewicke, John
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Plamondon, Marc
Prout, Andrew
Ryan, Linda
Spier, Carry
Ulery, Jordan

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Lane, Connie
Polozov, Yury
Seaworth, Brian
Wolf, Dan

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edgar, Michael
Gilman, Julie
Nelson, Jodi
Perez, Kristine
Kuttab, Katelyn

Coker, Matthew
McCarter, Nikki
Smart, Lisa

Costable, Michael
McConkey, Mark

Santonastaso, Matthew

Murphy, Michael

Cormen, Thomas
Ladd, Rick
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Creighton, Jim
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Jeudy, Jean
Kofalt, Jim
Howard, Molly
McLean, Mark
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Plett, Fred
Reid, Karen
Seidel, Sheila
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

Cambrils, Jose
Hicks, Matthew
Leavitt, John
Boyd, Stephen
See, Alvin
Wood, Clayton

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Walsh, Lilli
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Layon, Erica
Maggiore, Jim

Ford, Oliver

Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

True, Chris
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Howland, Allan
Newton, Clifford

Aron, Judy
Smith, Steven

Huot, David

Buco, Thomas

Abbott, Michael
Filiault, Shaun
Newell, Jodi

Kelley, Eamon

Baldwin, Heather
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Massimilla, Linda

Murray, Alissandra
Beaulieu, Jane
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary
Lanza, Judi

Long, Patrick
Ming, Ben
Pedersen, Michael
Raymond, Heather
Sofikitis, Catherine
Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

Turcotte, Alisson
Gallager, Eric
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Soucy, Timothy

Balboni, Peggy
Hamblet, Joan
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Ward, Gerald
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Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Rafter, Hal
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

Bailey, Glenn
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Kaczynski, Thomas
Phinney, Brandon

Drye, Margaret
Spilsbury, Walter

St. Clair, Charlie

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Richard
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius

Noél, Henry

Bolton, Bill
Hoyt, Tommy
Morse, Corinne

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Booras, Efstathia
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Leapley, Nicole
Murray, Megan
Morton, Jennifer
Petrigno, Peter
Rung, Rosemarie
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Brennan, Angela
Gibbs, Merryl
Myler, Mel
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Haskins, Linda
Manos, Zoe
Raynolds, Ned

Lynn, Bob
McMahon, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin

Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom

Turer, Eric

Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Smith, Geoffrey
Turcotte, Len
Pitre, Joseph

SULLIVAN

Palmer, William
Stapleton, Walter

NAYS - 141
BELKNAP

CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Fox, Dru
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

COO0s

GRAFTON

Fellows, Sallie
Sullivan, Jared
Sykes, George

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Bouchard, Donald
Ford, Damond
Dutzy, Sherry
Hamer, Heidi
Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
MacKenzie, Mark
Murphy, Nancy
Preece, David
Newman, Sue
Telerski, Laura
Dolan, William

MERRIMACK

Caplan, Tony
Hall, Muriel
Payeur, Stephanie
Schultz, Kristina

ROCKINGHAM

Grossman, Gaby
Cahill, Michael
McBeath, Rebecca
Read, Ellen

Pearson, Mark
Melvin, Charles
Popovici-Muller, Daniel

Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine

Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Vallone, Mark
MacDonald, Wayne

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
LaMontagne, Jessica
Potenza, Kelley

Rollins, Skip
Stone, Jonathan

Woodcock, Stephen

Eaton, Daniel
Monteil, Renee

Fracht, David
Lovett, Peter

Beauchemin, Paige
Bradley, Amy
Darby, Will

Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
Mangipudi, Latha
O'Brien, Michael
Newman, Ray
Seibert, Christine
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

Ebel, Karen

Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Shurtleff, Steve

Grote, Jaci
Paige, Mark
Meuse, David
Simpson, Alexis



22 FEBRUARY 2024 HOUSE RECORD 129

STRAFFORD
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Rich, Cecilia Cannon, Gerri
Conlin, Bill Crassie, Chuck Howard, Heath Horrigan, Timothy
Kenney, Cam Levesque, Cassandra Smith, Marjorie Schmidt, Peter
Pare, Galil Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Vincent, Kenneth
Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Merchant, Gary

Tanner, Linda
and the motion was adopted.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 1709-FN, establishing a tax on land used for carbon credits. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Eamon Kelley for the Majority of Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill, as amended, es-
tablishes a commission to study the effects of the sale of forest carbon credits on local tax revenues and the
existing timber industry. The sale of carbon credits in place of the harvesting of timber is a relatively new
concept, but it is growing in New Hampshire. Municipal timber taxes and the existing forest industries could
face significant impacts from the growth of this practice. This commission will hear from a wide array of
experts and stakeholders to better understand this issue. Vote 18-2.

Rep. Tim McGough for the Minority of Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill started as a bill to
tax carbon credit projects in New Hampshire but has since been amended to replace the original language
with a commission, not beginning until 2025, to study issues related to carbon credit projects and their im-
pacts on timber tax revenues for local communities. The Director of the Division of Forest and Lands under
the New Hampshire Department of Natural and Cultural Resources and the New Hampshire Timberland
Owners Association oppose this recently amended version of the bill. Another piece of legislation on this same
topic was passed out of the Science, Technology and Energy Committee with an amendment and will also be
before the body in this same House Session. This other legislative vehicle was appropriately vetted with two
days of hearings and two work sessions and involved all stakeholders agreeing to the finished product. The
amendment to this bill had no hearings, no work sessions, and, in the opinion of the minority of the commit-
tee, is unnecessary because of the extensive work done on the other bill. As the Director of Forest and Lands
indicated in an email to the entire Resources, Recreation and Development Committee on the amendment, the
study is premature because there is currently not any data or known trends on which to base a commission at
this time. Furthermore, the minority believes this bill would bind a future legislature and exclude the voice
of private landowners and experts on carbon credit projects. A commission with appropriate representation
and focus can easily be created by legislation next year. Tabling this bill may be another appropriate motion
for the full House.

Majority Amendment (0686h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT  establishing the forest carbon commission.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 New Section; Forest Carbon Commission. Amend RSA 79 by inserting after section 3-b the following
new section:
79:3-c Forest Carbon Commission.
I. There is established a commission to study the effect of forest carbon programs on local tax revenue
and the legacy timber industry.
I1.(a) Notwithstanding RSA 14:49, the members of the commission shall be as follows:
(1) Four members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives:
(A) Two of whom shall be from the resources, recreation, and development committee, one of
whom shall be from the majority party and one of whom shall be from the minority party.
(B) One of whom shall be a member of the house ways and means committee.
(C) One of whom shall be at large from the house of representatives.
(2) One member of the senate appointed by the president of the senate.
(3) One representative of the department of revenue administration, appointed by the commissioner
of the department of revenue administration.
(4) The New Hampshire state forester or designee.
(5) One representative of the fish and game department, appointed by the executive director of the
fish and game department.
(6) The forest industry specialist from the university of New Hampshire, or designee.
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(7) The dean of the college of life sciences and agriculture of the university of New Hampshire, or
his designee.
(8) One public member of the current use board appointed by the chairman of the current use board.
(9) One assessing official who is a member of the current use board appointed by the chairman of
the current use board.
(10) The executive director of the New Hampshire Association of Conservation Commissions, or
designee.
(11) One public member appointed by the Coos County Commissioners.
(b) Current use board members shall be compensated as described in RSA 79-A:3.
(c) Legislative members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending
to the duties of the committee.

ITI. The commission shall study:

(a) The effect of forest carbon programs on local and state tax revenue.

(b) Possible alternative revenue sources for towns that account for net impact to the local economy.

(¢) Impacts to the forest products industry from changes in forest management practices due to enroll-
ment in carbon credit programs.

(d) The trends of forest carbon programs in New Hampshire.

(e) How forest carbon agreements should be reported to the register of deeds.

(f) Any other effects of forest carbon agreements in New Hampshire including but not limited to im-
pacts to recreation, conservation, and protection of undeveloped land.

IV. The members of the study commission shall elect a chairperson from among the members. The first
meeting of the commission shall be called by the first-named house member. The first meeting of the com-
mission shall be held before July 31, 2025. Seven members of the commission shall constitute a quorum.

V. The commission shall report its findings and, if necessary, any recommended legislation to the speaker
of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the chair of
the house resources, recreation, and development committee, the governor, and the state library on or before
November 1 of each year.

2 Repeal. RSA 79:3-c, relative to the forest carbon commission, is repealed.
3 Effective Date.

I. Section 2 of this act shall take effect November 1, 2026.

I1. The remainder of this act shall take effect January 31, 2025.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill establishes a commission to study the effects of forest carbon programs on local tax revenue.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Majority committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Ways and Means.

HB 1465-FN, relative to studies of nuclear energy technologies. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Douglas Thomas for the Majority of Science, Technology and Energy. This bill, as amended, renames
the Office of Offshore Wind Industry Development to the Office of Energy Innovation to better reflect new
energies such as offshore wind, nuclear, hydrogen, and other innovative energies that may present in the
future. It establishes a position of coordinators of nuclear development and regulatory activities and assigns
duties thereof. These administrative changes do not become effective until 2025 and therefore no funding is
required. Vote 17-3.

Rep. Wendy Thomas for the Minority of Science, Technology and Energy. There are several concerns with
this bill as amended. One issue is that it calls for participation of the Public Utilities Commission on nuclear
energy projects, which is not within their purview. Nuclear is regulated by the federal Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) which oversees any new nuclear energy facilities. It is unclear how the New Hampshire
Department of Energy would interact with the NRC, and who owns what roles in the process. There are no
new nuclear facilities planned in New Hampshire in the near term. Estimates are 10+ years in the future
for nuclear development, so this bill is premature and puts the cart before the horse. There is also concern
about the financial impact. The New Hampshire Department of Energy gave testimony that they would need
additional staff to cover the new role(s). We have been warned by the House Finance Committee that any
bills with fiscal notes will not continue this calendar year. Lastly, we already have an energy facility siting
process already in place and it is unclear what if anything else is needed for new nuclear in New Hampshire.
We believe that this bill requires significant study and revision before being passed by the full House.

Majority Amendment (0650h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
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AN ACT relative to studies of nuclear energy technologies and renaming the office of offshore wind industry
development.

Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:
2 Conduct of Studies; Publication. RSA 162-B:3 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
162-B:3 Conduct of Studies; Publication.

I. The coordinator of nuclear development and regulatory activities established under RSA 162 B:4 shall
have the duty to pursue continuing studies as to the need, if any, for changes in the laws and regulations
administered by the departments and agencies of the state that would arise from the presence within the
state of special nuclear materials and by-product materials and from the operation herein of production or
utilization facilities, and, on the basis of such studies, to make such recommendations for the enactment of
laws or amendments to laws in effect and such proposals for amendments to the regulations adopted under
RSA 541-A as may appear necessary and appropriate. In pursuing these continuing studies, the coordina-
tor of nuclear development and regulatory activities shall consult with following state departments and
agencies:

(a) The department of health and human services, particularly as to hazards, if any, to the public
health and safety.

(b) The department of labor, particularly as to hazardous working conditions, if any, the time and
character of proof of claims of injuries and the extent of the compensation allowable therefor.

(c) The department of transportation, particularly as to the transportation of special nuclear materials
and by-product materials on highways of the state.

(d) The public utilities commission and the department of energy, particularly as to the transportation
of special nuclear materials and by-product materials by common carriers or public or private air carriers not
in interstate commerce and as to the participation by public utilities subject to their jurisdiction in projects
looking to the development of production or utilization facilities for industrial or commercial use.

(e) The department of insurance, particularly as to the insurance of persons and property from hazards
to life and property resulting from atomic nuclear development.

(f) The council on resources and development, particularly as to the hazards, if any, to the natural
resources of the state, including wildlife, and as to the protection, if necessary, of rivers, streams, and airspace
from pollution.

(g) The department of business and economic affairs, particularly as to how matters relating to nuclear
development may affect the overall economic well-being of the state.

(h) Such other departments and agencies including departments and agencies of political subdivi-
sions of the state as the coordinator of nuclear development and regulatory activities, the commissioner or
the department of energy or the governor may deem appropriate.

I1. The coordinator of nuclear development and regulatory activities shall also examine the ongoing costs
versus benefits of existing and proposed new nuclear developments in the state including, but not limited to,
the impact on meeting projected energy requirements; any required upgrades that may be required to the
existing transmission and distribution infrastructure; how the development of additional nuclear production
capacity may affect electricity reliability; and what impact additional capacity may have on seasonal fluctua-
tions in electricity prices.

III. The department of energy shall publish a public report, prepared by the coordinator of nuclear
development and regulatory activities, at least once every three years beginning with a report due not later
than December 1, 2025.

Amend the bill by replacing section 4 with the following:
4 Coordination of Studies; Commission of Energy. RSA 162-B:4 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
162-B:4 Coordination of Studies and Development Activities; Position Established.

I. The commissioner of the department of energy or a designee from within the department shall be
the senior adviser to the governor with respect to the development and regulatory activities of the state gov-
ernment relating to the industrial and commercial uses of nuclear energy; and as deputy of the governor in
matters relating to nuclear energy, including participation in the activities of any committee formed by the
New England states to represent their interest in such matters and also cooperation with other states and
with the government of the United States.

II. To assist the commissioner of the department of energy in his or her role as senior adviser to the
governor with respect to the development and regulatory activities of the state government relating to the
industrial and commercial uses of nuclear energy, the position of coordinator of nuclear development and
regulatory activities is established in the department of energy, office of energy innovation.

III. The coordinator of nuclear development and regulatory activities shall have the duty to coordinate
and produce the reports required by RSA 162-B:3, as well as coordinate the studies conducted, and the recom-
mendations and proposals made, in this state with like activities in New England and other states and with
the policies and regulations of the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
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IV. All departments and agencies of the state government are directed to keep the coordinator of nuclear
development and regulatory activities fully and currently informed as to their activities relating to nuclear
energy. No administrative rule or amendment to a rule applying specifically to a nuclear energy matter shall
be adopted under RSA 541-A until it has been submitted to the coordinator, unless the governor declares it
an emergency need.

V. The coordinator of nuclear development and regulatory activities shall keep the commissioner of the
department of energy, the governor and council and the several interested departments and agencies informed
at least biennially as to private and public activities affecting nuclear industrial development and shall enlist
their cooperation in taking action to further such development as is consistent with the health, safety and
general welfare of this state.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 5 with the following:

6 Office of Offshore Wind Industry Development. Amend the subdivision heading preceding RSA 12-0O:51
to read as follows:
Office of [Offshore-Wind-Industry Development] Energy Innovation

7 Offshore Wind Industry Workforce Training Center Committee. Amend RSA 12-0:51-a, I(k) to read as
follows:

(k) The director of the office of [effshore-wind-industry-development] energy innovation under RSA

12-P:7-b.

8 Office of Offshore Wind Industry Development. Amend the section heading of RSA 12-P:7-b to read as
follows:

12-P:7-b Office of [Offshore-Wind-Industry Development] Energy Innovation Established.

9 Office of Offshore Wind Industry Development Established. Amend RSA 12-P:7-b, I to read as follows:

I. There is established in the department of energy the office of [effshe-re—wmd—mdﬂsfry—&eve}ﬁpmeﬁt]
energy innovation. The office shall be under the supervision of a classified director of the office of [offshore
wind-industry-development]| energy innovation, who shall serve under the supervision of the commissioner.
The director shall provide administrative overs1ght and ensure that the responsibilities of the office described
in this section are fulfilled.

10 Office of Offshore Wind Industry Development Established. Amend introductory paragraph RSA 12-P:7-b,
IT to read as follows:
I1. The office of [offshore-wind-industry-development] energy innovation shall:
11 Renewable Energy Fund. Amend RSA 362-F:10, I to read as follows:

I. There is hereby established a renewable energy fund. This nonlapsing special fund shall be continu-
ally appropriated to the department of energy to be expended in accordance with this section; provided that
at the start of the period in which there is no adopted state operating budget, the department of energy shall
in a timely manner seek the approval of the fiscal committee of the general court to continue using moneys
from the renewable energy fund to support renewable energy rebate and grant programs in order to ensure
there are no interruptions to the programs. The state treasurer shall invest the moneys deposited therein as
provided by law. Income received on investments made by the state treasurer shall also be credited to the
fund. All payments to be made under this section shall be deposited in the fund. Any remaining moneys paid
into the fund under paragraph II of this section, excluding class II moneys, shall be used by the department
of energy to support thermal and electrical renewable energy initiatives and offshore wind initiatives, includ-
ing the office of [offshore-wind-industry-development] energy innovation. Class II moneys shall primarily
be used to support solar energy technologies in New Hampshire. All initiatives supported out of these funds
shall be subject to audit by the department of energy as deemed necessary. All fund moneys including those
from class II may be used to administer this chapter, but all new employee positions shall be approved by
the fiscal committee of the general court. No new employees shall be hired by the department of energy due
to the inclusion of useful thermal energy in class I production.

12 Offshore Wind and Port Development; Commission Established. Amend RSA 374-F:10, VI to read as
follows:

VI. The commission shall receive staff support and other services, including research and facilities as-
sessments, from the department of energy, office of [offshore-wind-industry development] energy innovation
established in RSA 12-P:7-b.

13 Effective Date. This act shall take effect June 30, 2025.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill requires the department of energy to coordinate the continuing studies by various state agencies
on the uses and development of nuclear energy, including advanced nuclear reactors, and wind energy. This
bill renames the office of offshore wind industry development to the office of energy innovation.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Wendy Thomas spoke against.
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Rep. Ammon spoke in favor and yielded to questions.
Majority committee report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 1697-FN, suspending New Hampshire’s participation in emissions reduction credit programs for a period
of 2 years. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Douglas Thomas for Science, Technology and Energy. The amendment changes the original bill by replac-
ing all after the enacting clause and (1) requires the Department of Revenue Administration to conduct a study
of the issues related to lost timber tax revenue as a result of forest lands located within New Hampshire being
enrolled in carbon credit offset programs and (2) requires the Division of Forestry to establish and maintain
a public record of all forest lands enrolled in a carbon program. Testimonies revealed that forest lands that
contract for the carbon reduction would adversely affect the timber industry, timber taxes, and potentially
inhibit recreational use of those lands so important to the north country and around the state. Not much was
known about how many forest lands were involved as there were no records kept involving carbon programs.
The committee felt a study was needed to establish the impact of these programs and to begin maintaining
records as a start to determine a course of action. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0482h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT relative to forest carbon credit programs.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Department of Revenue Administration; Timber Tax. The department of revenue administration shall
conduct a study of the issues related to lost timber tax revenue as a result of forest lands located within New
Hampshire being enrolled in carbon credit offset programs. The department shall provide its final report
including its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the legislature on or before No-
vember 1, 2024.

2 New Paragraph; Forest Registry; Rulemaking. Amend RSA 227-G:4 by inserting after paragraph XI the
following new paragraph:

XII.(a) Establishment and maintenance of a public registry listing forest lands located within New
Hampshire that are enrolled in one or more carbon programs that reflect the land’s capacity to remove and
store carbon from the atmosphere, including requirements for owners of such land to file a notice of enroll-
ment that includes the following information insofar as the information is already publicly available:

(1) The legal name of the owner of the subject land;

(2) Reference to the tax map and lot number of the subject land;

(3) The name of the program, or program registry or registries, under which the subject land is
enrolled;

(4) The date of enrollment in the forest carbon credit program,;

(5) The period of enrollment in the forest carbon credit program; and

(6) Acreage of subject land.

(b) The land owner shall notify the municipality or municipalities where the subject land is located,
or the applicable governing body or bodies of the territory in which the land is located, of the filing of a notice
pursuant to subparagraph (a).

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill:

I. Requires the department of revenue administration to conduct a study of the issues related to lost
timber tax revenue as a result of forest lands located within New Hampshire being enrolled in carbon credit
offset programs.

IT. Requires the division of forestry to establish and maintain a public registry of all forest lands enrolled
in a carbon program.

Committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
On a division vote, with 356 members having voted in the affirmative, and 10 in the negative, the committee
report was adopted, and the bill was ordered to third reading.

HB 1611-FN, relative to establishing a child care workforce fund. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Rebecca McWilliams for Special Committee on Childcare. New Hampshire is in the midst of a childcare
crisis. The economics of the business of childcare are bleak. Parents can’t pay more, and childcare centers are
not bringing in enough revenue to pay quality wages for professional work. The problem is exacerbated by the
fact that many childcare workers can’t afford care for their own children, forcing them to stay home. Childcare
employers are struggling to recruit and retain staff, and often cannot afford to provide employee benefits.
Childcare employees are the workforce behind the workforce, enabling parents of young children across the
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state to participate in the New Hampshire economy. This bill, as amended, sets up a dedicated childcare
workforce recruitment and retention fund administered by the Department of Health and Human Services.
The intent of this fund is to provide grants for childcare employers to reimburse employees for proven costs
after expenditures for: health savings, retirement savings, continuing education, childcare tuition assistance
for the employee’s own child, and insurance. Vote 8-0.

Amendment (0562h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 New Section; Child Care Workforce Fund. Amend RSA 126-A by inserting after section 17-a the following
new section:
126-A:17-b Child Care Workforce Fund Established.

I. There is hereby established a child care workforce fund to finance recruitment and retention grants for
eligible New Hampshire child care employees. The fund shall be nonlapsing and continually appropriated to
the department of health and human services for the purposes of this section. The department may accept any
private, state, or federal moneys for deposit in fund. The state treasurer shall invest the moneys deposited in
the fund as provided by law. Interest earned on moneys deposited in the fund shall be deposited into the fund.

IT. The department, in consultation with the advisory council on child care established in RSA 126-A:17,
shall designate an entity to administer the recruitment and retention grants to eligible child care employers.
If an employee is eligible to apply through their employer, and the employer fails to apply within 3 months of
the submission of the employee’s expense, the employee shall be eligible to apply directly to the department
for grant funding.

ITI. Grants shall be awarded by the designated entity to eligible child care employers for the purposes
of staff retention and recruitment. The flexible funding may be used to support an employer on behalf of an
individual employee or an eligible individual employee in any of the following ways:

(a) Deposit into an eligible, tax-advantaged health savings account or flexible spending account or
individual retirement savings account or retirement plan;

(b) Employee credentialing; continuing education; certificate programs; and payment towards a physical,
first-aid certification, CPR certification, background check, or other credentials required for the child care position.

(c) Sign-on and retention incentives and wage increases;

(d) Professional costs such as training, CPR, or memberships in professional organizations;

(e) Child care tuition assistance;

(f) Health, dental, whole life, vision insurance plans, and telemedicine coverage;

(g) Paid time off equivalent; or

(h) Child care tuition discounts or job-related education expenses;

IV. Employers shall apply for direct repayment of proven costs after the expenditure is made.

V. To be eligible for grant funding under this section, the child care employee shall be employed in:

(a) Child care programs operating in New Hampshire with an active child care license or that are
license-exempt and enrolled in the department of health and human services child care scholarship program.
These programs shall include those who serve children from birth through age 12 and are also referred to as
center-based, family-based, early childhood education, early learning, outside of school time, before and after
school, and summer camp programs; and

(b) Non-profit and privately-owned center-based and family-based child care programs.

VI. The department shall adopt rules under RSA 541-A relative to administration of the child care
workforce fund, including grant application and disbursement procedures, and may use the fund for related
administrative costs.

2 New Subparagraph; Dedicated Fund. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after subparagraph (394) the
following new subparagraph:

(395) Moneys deposited in the child care workforce fund as established in RSA 126-A:17-b.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2025.
Committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

On a division vote, with 195 members having voted in the affirmative, and 169 in the negative, the committee
report was adopted, and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Ways and Means.

Rep. Berry declared a conflict of interest and did not participate.

BILL REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR

HB 1644-FN, requiring the department of energy to initiate an investigation of the benefits and key consid-
erations regarding support for clean or non-carbon emitting power generation. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.

Rep. Michael Vose for Science, Technology and Energy. This bill started life as a transformation of the Re-
newable Portfolio Standard (RPS) into a Zero-Emissions Portfolio Standard. That proved to be too expensive,
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so the bill was changed into an investigation by the Department of Energy of ways to support non-carbon
emitting power generation. As amended by the committee, this investigation was dropped in favor of adding
nuclear generated electricity to the RPS for any such facility that becomes operational after September 1,
2024. This change signals that New Hampshire understands the future importance of nuclear power and is
prepared to set the stage for its adoption. The committee amendment eliminates any spending associated
with the bill. Vote 19-1.

Amendment (0610h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT including energy produced by any nuclear-powered generating facility as a class I form of electric
renewable energy.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 New Subparagraph; Electric Renewable Energy Classes; Nuclear Power. Amend RSA 362-F:4, I by insert-
ing after subparagraph (m) the following new subparagraph:
(n) The production of electricity from any nuclear-powered generating facility that originally com-
menced operation after September 1, 2024.
2 Effective Date. The act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill includes electricity generated by a nuclear facility as a class I form of electric renewable energy.

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Vose moved that HB 1644-FN, requiring the department of energy to initiate an investigation of the
benefits and key considerations regarding support for clean or non-carbon emitting power generation, be laid
on the table.

Motion was adopted.

RESOLUTION

Rep. Osborne offered the following: RESOLVED, that the House now adjourn from the early session, that
the business of the late session be in order at the present time, that the reading of bills be by title only and
resolutions by caption only and that all bills ordered to third reading be read a third time by this resolution,
and that all titles of bills be the same as adopted, and that they be passed at the present time, and when the
House adjourns today it be to meet at the Call of the Chair.

Motion was adopted.

LATE SESSION
Third Reading and Final Passage

HB 1341, relative to the liability of grandparents to provide assistance.

HB 1511, relative to liability for children with disabilities in certain court ordered placements or episodes
of treatment.

HB 1217, relative to an exception to allow the state or a municipality to use video monitoring to identify the
cause of damage to historic covered bridges.

HB 1260-FN, relative to the criminal penalty for violations of privacy involving minors.

HB 1295-FN, relative to penalties for criminal violations of the therapeutic use of cannabis.

HB 1433-FN, relative to the donation of archival records to the state and relative to classified positions in
the secretary of state’s office.

HB 1052, relative to the format of excavating and dredging permit applications.

HB 1105-FN-L, relative to application of a local tax cap.

HB 1154, relative to property tax exemptions for certain disabled veterans.

HB 1631, establishing the commission to study revenue alternatives to the road toll, road toll registration
charges, and revenue alternatives to vehicle registration fees to fund highway and bridge improvements.
HB 1114, extending the commission to investigate and analyze the environmental and public health impacts
relating to releases of perfluorinated chemicals in the air, soil, and groundwater in Merrimack, Bedford,
Londonderry, Hudson and Litchfield.

HB 1140, relative to requirements for homeowner installations of septic systems.

HB 1143, including control of cyanobacteria blooms under the New Hampshire clean lakes program.

HB 1249, relative to the towing of inflatables by motorboats.

HR 22, urging Congress to remove the exception from the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Con-
stitution: “except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted.”

SB 317, relative to establishing a New Hampshire-Ireland trade council.

HB 1191-FN, relative to the establishment of an exemption to the meals and rooms tax for participants in
the restaurant voucher program.
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HB 1111-FN, relative to the penalty for false reports of suspected abuse and neglect made to the division
for children, youth, and families.

HB 1186-FN, relative to firearm purchaser’s privacy.

HB 1697-FN, relative to forest carbon credit programs.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT

Rep. Wheeler requested Unanimous Consent of the House regarding Black History Month and addressed the House.
The Speaker ordered the remarks printed in the Permanent Journal.

REMARKS

Representative Wheeler: Thank you, Mister Speaker. I know it’s late so anyone that has to go home I com-
pletely understand. Today is the last day in February that we will be meeting at a House Session. February
is also Black History Month, and this will mark the end of Black History Month. I grew up white in this state
to put it plainly. I grew up to a single mother in the Monadnock Region who didn’t have a lot of melanin in
her skin, and I didn’t meet my first black person until I was about maybe 5 or 6 years old. I didn’t understand
black history. I didn’t know the importance of it. Sometimes I found myself as a teenager and I'd hear its Black
History Month, it’s Black History Month. Well, why do we need a Black History Month, I'd say to myself? But
in being here in the legislature, it was not truly until last year when I met Rep. Linda Harriott-Gathright
that I truly understood the importance of this month. I understood what being black was, especially here in
this legislature. When I can look out and see Rep. DiLorenzo and Rep. Jeudy. When I get to meet Rep. Har-
vey Keye. These people who blazed a trail to allow a young idealistic kid from Peterborough with dreadlocks
to serve in the legislature. I mean that is the importance of Black History Month. That’s the importance of
celebrating the history of a people. Black History Month was originated by a man named Carter J. Woodson.
He originated it as something called Negro History Week. He created that week to highlight the contributions
black people have made to our, all of us, the Americans story. He had hoped that so called Black History
Month eventually would no longer be necessary as the two would become indistinguishable as black history
would become American history as American history would become black history, as we would not think of
it as anything other than American history. We stand here today honoring him and his vision because New
Hampshire is deeply intertwined with black history. Out cities and towns abolished slavery as early as 1805.
That was Portsmouth, that’s right. Our inseparable history with abolition, with black history ranges from
as macro as our churches being among the first to call for abolition sparking a movement of change in this
country that would end slavery as we know it and free so many people in this country from slavery to as micro
as, let me get her name right, as Ona, a slave of George Washington’s who escaped here to Portsmouth. Her
house still stands there today. If you get a chance, I definitely recommend going to check it out. She stayed
here and lived a peaceful life here in New Hampshire as the President sent his goons out to try and find her.
Black history, history of a people, history of abolition runs so deep in this state. I cannot do the history of our
state and its connection to civil rights and the abolition movements here on the floor any justice, but what I
can do is honor those members as I began to do here in the beginning of my speech who came before me, who
allowed me to stand here before you as a Representative of Peterborough, New Hampshire. Those members
being the Honorable Henry B. Richardson of Keene 1975 to 1977, the first African American to serve in this
legislature. That’s right. The Honorable Lionel Johnson of Manchester who served from 1989 to 2003. The
Honorable Linda Long of Nashua who served from 1987 to 1989, being the first female African American leg-
islator. The Honorable Juanita Bell who served from Nashua from 1989 to 1993. The Honorable Harvey Keye
who served from Nashua from 1989 to 2001. The Honorable Jackie Weatherspoon who served from Nashua,
from Exeter, excuse me, from 1997 to 1999. The Honorable Kris Roberts from Keene from 2005 to 2015. The
Honorable James Lawerence from Hudson who served from 2006 to 2008. The Honorable Melanie Levesque
who served from 2006 to 2010 and went on to serve on the other side of the wall over there, but we don’t talk
about that right Mister Clerk? The Honorable Carole Estes who served from Plymouth from 2006 to 2008. The
Honorable Claire Clarke who served from Boscawen 2002 to 2010. The Honorable Caroletta Alicea who served
from 2012 to 2018 and then again from 2020 to 2022. And now the good ones. No, I'm just kidding. Harvey
will give me crap for that. Folks, Rep. Jean Jeudy of Manchester 2005 to right now. Rep. Damond Ford, fresh-
man from Manchester. My good friend, my caucus leader Rep. Linda Harriott-Gathright from Nashua. Rep.
Charlotte DiLorenzo serving on the Judiciary Committee from Newmarket. Folks, what else can I say? And
me, Jonah Wheeler from Peterborough. That’s right. I didn’t think I could vote for myself. Folks so much has
happened in this body. So much hate, but also love. So much has been brought together and the fact that we
have come so far, I mean within some of our lifetimes, you would not have seen what we just saw. The fact
that all of us can be so respectful to one another. There are some moments. We all have our moments, but all
of us in general can be respectful to one another. That is a beautiful thing. It’s the United States of America.
It’s the fact that we can have different cultures standing strong in their culture and honoring their culture
and living together. That’s a country that we’ve never seen before and its something that we cannot let go so
easily. Thank you very much for allowing me to serve. I am a proud American. I am a proud member of this
body and I thank you for allowing me to speak today. Let’s go home.
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CLERK’S NOTE

The Honorable Henry Richardson served two terms in the New Hampshire House, elected in 1974 and 1976.
The Honorable James Lawrence served three terms in the New Hampshire House, elected in 2002, 2004, and
2006. The Honorable Melanie Levesque served three terms in the New Hampshire House, elected in 2006,
2008, and 2012. The Honorable Richard Komi served two terms, elected in 2008 and again in 2018. When
noting dates of service, one is elected in the even year serves through to the end of the next even year (unless
ceasing to be an elected member), so in the cases above where it says to an odd numbered date, that is the
first year of the session and should indicate service through the next year.

RECESS MOTION

Rep. Osborne moved that the House stand in recess for the purposes of the introduction of bills, enrolled bill
amendments, enrolled bill reports and receiving messages.
Motion was adopted.

The House recessed at 5:35 p.m.
RECESS

(Rep. Bouldin in the Chair)
ENROLLED BILL AMENDMENT
HB 154, relative to electronic ballot counting devices.

Amendment 2023-2337s

Amend the bill by replacing line 1 of RSA 659:73, V as inserted by section 24 with the following:
[V=] IV. The moderator shall record and sign a names on checklist form within 48 hours of the
Amend the bill by replacing line 1 of RSA 659:73, VI as inserted by section 24 with the following:
[VE] V. The moderator shall record and sign a ballots cast form prepared by the secretary of
Amend the bill by replacing line 1 of RSA 659:73, VII as inserted by section 24 with the following:
[VHE] VI. The town or city clerk may require that forms be completed under this section earlier
Motion was adopted.

ENROLLED BILL REPORT

The Committee on Enrolled Bills has examined and found correctly enrolled House Bills numbered 154.
Rep. Osborne, Sen. Avard for the Committee

RECESS

RESOLUTION

Rep. Steven Smith offered the following: RESOLVED, that in accordance with the list in the possession of
the Clerk, Senate Bills numbered 63, 97, 137, 176, 177, 185, 196, 210, 217, 248, 303, 306, 310, 311, 318, 322,
324, 325, 329, 330, 331, 332, 333, 334, 337, 338, 339, 340, 344, 345, 347, 352, 353, 355, 363, 365, 367, 369,
371, 374, 376, 377, 378, 380, 387, 388, 391, 393, 396, 399, 429, 430, 433, 435, 437, 439, 441, 447, 451, 454,
465, 467, 468, 469, 470, 471, 473, 474, 477, 479, 482, 486, 488, 489, 490, 491, 492, 497, 498, 510, 513, 514,
515, 526, 527, 528, 530, 531, 535, 540, 544, 549, 553, 554, 561, 567, 580, 581, 582, 587, 599, cacr22 shall be
by this resolution read a first and second time by the therein listed titles and referred to the therein desig-
nated committees.

Motion was adopted.

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE BILLS
First, second reading and referral

SB 63, relative to the adoption of public health ordinances by municipalities. (Municipal and County Government)
SB 97-FN, relative to the use of animals in product testing. (Commerce and Consumer Affairs)
SB 137-FN, relative to nano brewery licenses and beverage manufacturers licenses. (Commerce and Con-
sumer Affairs)
SB 176-FN, relative to insurance coverage for pelvic floor therapy. (Commerce and Consumer Affairs)
SB 177-FN, relative to health insurance coverage of prosthetics for children under 19 years of age. (Com-
merce and Consumer Affairs)
SB 185-FN, establishing a committee to study the various barriers to discharge for patients to be safely
discharged from acute care facilities. (Judiciary)
SB 196, establishing a minimum amount of uninsured motorist coverage required for vehicles operating as
part of transportation network companies in New Hampshire. (Commerce and Consumer Affairs)
SB 210-FN, relative to the licensing of software applications by state agencies. (Executive Departments and
Administration)
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SB 217-FN-A, establishing a rural and underserved area educator incentive program for higher education
and making an appropriation therefor. (Education)

SB 248-FN, relative to bail for a defendant. (Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

SB 303-FN, relative to the use of renewable energy funds by the department of energy. (Science, Technology
and Energy)

SB 306-FN, relative to manufactured housing rulemaking authority. (Executive Departments and Admin-
istration)

SB 310, relative to bear registration and federal duck stamps. (Fish and Game and Marine Resources)

SB 311-FN-A-LOCAL, relative to property tax offset for the town of Hampstead and making an appropria-
tion therefor. (Finance)

SB 318-FN, relative to adoption of the social work licensure compact. (Executive Departments and Admin-
istration)

SB 322, relative to licenses to carry and immunity for law enforcement officers issuing certain firearms li-
censes. (Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

SB 324, relative to lottery license renewal notices. (Ways and Means)

SB 325, establishing a committee to study the issue of insurance appraiser licensing. (Commerce and Con-
sumer Affairs)

SB 329-FN, relative to background checks of certain persons associated with solid waste management. (En-
vironment and Agriculture)

SB 330-FN, relative to allowing the ability to work from home to count toward unemployment benefits eli-
gibility. (Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services)

SB 331-A, relative to certain historic commemorations. (Legislative Administration)

SB 332, limiting re-disclosure of consumer reports requested in connection with a credit transaction involving
an extension of credit secured by real estate. (Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

SB 333, relative to access to financial services for minors in legal custody or guardianship and relative to
the board of directors of mutual banks and mutual holding companies. (Commerce and Consumer Affairs)
SB 334, relative to providing for the issuance of bonds and other obligations by the business finance authority
of the state of New Hampshire to finance student loans. (Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

SB 337-FN, relative to doula and lactation service provider certification. (Executive Departments and Ad-
ministration)

SB 338, relative to the education professional standards board. (Education)

SB 339, relative to repealing the graduation requirement regarding Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) applications. (Education)

SB 340, relative to communication between parents and school districts regarding special education. (Education)
SB 344, relative to declarations of candidacy for president of the United States. (Election Law)

SB 345-FN, relative to state park fees for state residents. (Resources, Recreation and Development)

SB 347-FN, relative to infrastructure appropriations for reimbursement to the city of Laconia. (Finance)
SB 352-FN-A, establishing an early detection cancer screening pilot program for active and retired firefight-
ers. (Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

SB 353-FN, relative to insurance coverage for autism spectrum disorder and Down syndrome. (Commerce
and Consumer Affairs)

SB 355-FN, relative to newborn screening for cytomegalovirus. (Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)
SB 363-FN, relative to wagering on simulcast dog racing. (Ways and Means)

SB 365, relative to the sale or use of lithium-ion batteries for electric bicycles, scooters, or personal electric
mobility devices. (Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

SB 367, reestablishing the commission to study the incidence of post-traumatic stress disorder in first re-
sponders. (Executive Departments and Administration)

SB 369-FN-A, directing the office of professional licensure and certification to provide notice of public meetings
and an opportunity for comment, creating a new position, and making an appropriation therefor. (Executive
Departments and Administration)

SB 371-FN, relative to the licensing of resident physicians. (Executive Departments and Administration)
SB 374-FN, relative to the licensing of part-time teachers. (Education)

SB 376, relative to establishing a corrections education and vocational planning group. (Criminal Justice
and Public Safety)

SB 377-FN, establishing the achieving a better life experience (ABLE) savings account program administra-
tive fund. (Education)

SB 378, relative to the performance-based school accountability system task force. (Education)

SB 380, relative to moving the state primary date. (Election Law)

SB 387-FN, relative to a state parks pass pilot program for recovery centers and community mental health
centers. (Resources, Recreation and Development)
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SB 388-FN, relative to administration of utilities by the department of energy. (Science, Technology and Energy)
SB 391, relative to electric grid interconnection for certain customer generators. (Science, Technology and
Energy)

SB 393-FN, relative to making an appropriation to the department of environmental services to fund regional
drinking water infrastructure. (Finance)

SB 396-FN-A, relative to making an appropriation to the culinary arts program at the Wilbur H. Palmer
Regional Career and Technical Education Center. (Finance)

SB 399-FN, relative to insurance coverage for blood testing associated with elevated lead levels. (Commerce
and Consumer Affairs)

SB 429, relative to the color of executive council official cover plates. (Transportation)

SB 430, relative to establishing a council to study the impacts of electric vehicles, e-mobility devices, and the
associated lithium-ion batteries on first responder response, the environment, building and fire codes, life
safety, and property protection. (Executive Departments and Administration)

SB 433, establishing a commission to study the marketing of e-cigarettes and e-liquid in this state, including
the legality of available products, appropriate wholesale and retail compliance and tax collection system of
the same. (Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

SB 435, relative to the New Hampshire unitrust statute. (Judiciary)

SB 437, relative to local authority to amend the state building code. (Executive Departments and Administration)
SB 439-FN, to prohibiting discriminatory boycotts of Israel in state procurement and investments. (Executive
Departments and Administration)

SB 441, relative to establishing an advisory group to examine potential funding sources for career and tech-
nical education (CTE) construction and renovation. (Education)

SB 447-FN, establishing a committee to study the inclusion of transportation expenses in default budgets.
(Municipal and County Government)

SB 451, relative to an expedited track for certain applications to the site evaluation committee. (Science,
Technology and Energy)

SB 454-FN, increasing the annual real estate transfer tax revenue contribution to the affordable housing
fund. (Ways and Means)

SB 465-FN, relative to motorist duties when approaching highway emergencies involving a stopped or stand-
ing vehicle. (Transportation)

SB 467-FN, authorizing the Injury Prevention Center to issue motor vehicle decal plates. (Transportation)
SB 468, relative to designating a portion of route 111 in Hudson as the Senator Robert E. Clegg Jr. Memorial
Highway. (Public Works and Highways)

SB 469, relative to allowing surveillance of a park and ride facility in certain circumstances. (Transportation)
SB 470-FN, relative to allowing toll-free use for vehicles registered with municipal plates. (Public Works
and Highways)

SB 471-FN, relative to adding a speed limit of 45 miles per hour on rural highways. (Transportation)

SB 473-FN, governing unclaimed horse racing ticket and voucher money. (Ways and Means)

SB 474, relative to prohibiting metal detecting in certain areas. (Resources, Recreation and Development)
SB 477, relative to establishing a commission to review and make recommendations regarding technology-
based start-up business support from the state of New Hampshire. (Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

SB 479, relative to recognizing the second Thursday in October as children’s environmental health day. (Ex-
ecutive Departments and Administration)

SB 482-FN, relative to National Guard and Staff Judge Advocate access to criminal history records. (Criminal
Justice and Public Safety)

SB 486-FN, adopting the physician assistant licensure compact. (Executive Departments and Administration)
SB 488, relative to the regulation of physician assistants. (Executive Departments and Administration)

SB 489-FN, relative to election audits. (Election Law)

SB 490-FN, relative to the verification of the checklist. (Election Law)

SB 491, relative to authorizing legislative bodies of municipalities to enter into voluntary agreements with
owners of private roads. (Municipal and County Government)

SB 492, relative to wastewater engineering. (Resources, Recreation and Development)

SB 497-FN, relative to establishing the disproportionate share hospital fund. (Ways and Means)

SB 498-FN, relative to the department of health and human services, division for children, youth and fami-
lies. (Children and Family Law)

SB 510, relative to sale of a vehicle to a Massachusetts resident. (Transportation)

SB 513, relative to permitting charity auctions by non-profit corporations. (Ways and Means)

SB 514-FN, relative to the timber tax. (Ways and Means)

SB 515, relative to consumer guarantee contracts. (Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

SB 526, relative to a public school facility condition assessment and school building aid grants for tempera-
ture control. (Education)
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SB 527, relative to student housing. (Special Committee on Housing)

SB 528, relative to trustees of the university system. (Education)

SB 530, relative to reports of receipts and expenditures filed by political committees of candidates and can-
didates. (Election Law)

SB 531, relative to background checks of municipal health officers. (Municipal and County Government)
SB 535, relative to absentee ballot forms. (Election Law)

SB 540, requiring the department of energy to investigate behind the meter and utility scale energy storage.
(Science, Technology and Energy)

SB 544-FN, replacing the deer seal system with a confirmation number system. (Fish and Game and Marine
Resources)

SB 549-FN, relative to procedures for inspection and transfer of dams and establishing a committee to study
alternatives for the funding, operation, maintenance, and repair of state-owned dams. (Resources, Recreation
and Development)

SB 553-FN, requiring that funds held by the public deposit investment pool be invested in New Hampshire.
(Finance)

SB 554-FN, relative to Medicaid provider enrollment licensure verification. (Health, Human Services and
Elderly Affairs)

SB 561-FN, relative to prior authorizations for health care. (Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

SB 567-FN, directing the commissioner of the department of health and human services to compile a report
on the availability of mifepristone and misoprostol. (Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

SB 580-FN, authorizing the sale of toll credits to fund a newly established noise barrier construction fund
for the design and construction of noise barrier projects. (Public Works and Highways)

SB 581, relative to temporary drivers licenses and non-driver identification cards. (Transportation)

SB 582, relative to providing an alternate address to the department of motor vehicles. (Transportation)
SB 587, relative to animals brought into this state. (Environment and Agriculture)

SB 599, relative to the state fire code. (Executive Departments and Administration)

CACR 22, relating to the New Hampshire presidential primary. Providing that the New Hampshire presi-
dential primary shall be the first presidential primary of a presidential election cycle. (Election Law)
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