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Rep. Osborne moved that the House adjourn.

HOUSE JOURNAL NO. 5

Tuesday, February 14, 2023

The House assembled at 10:00 a.m., the hour to which it stood adjourned, and was called to order by the
Speaker.

Prayer was offered by House Chaplain, Reverend Bob Stewart, Pastor of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
in Manchester.

Good morning and Happy Valentine’s Day. May you feel God’s love this day and every day. In Psalm 46:10
we hear these words, “Be still and know that I am God.” As we center and settle ourselves in for the day
before us, let us pause to be still for a moment to connect with God. O loving and gracious God, thank you
for the opportunity to be still for just a few brief minutes to center and prepare us for the business and the
tasks that are set before us today. O God may we follow Your lead to be still so we can listen to each other
before we speak. When we speak and engage in conversation with each other may we do it with respect for
each other and what we have to offer for the good of this body. You ask us to be humble servants to those
whom we represent. That we might be a source of encouragement, a source of help, and a source of hope for
them. We ask for Your guidance and direction so we can make decisions of integrity for all the people of this
great State of New Hampshire. God, bless each elected Representative present here today and bless each of
the elected leaders so they can lead effectively as they move through the business on today’s agenda. Today,
we will all do our best to serve others humbly, faithfully, and lovingly. O God, I ask and pray with a sincere
heart that You keep Your guiding hand upon this entire House of Representatives today. Give them the wis-
dom and courage to walk humbly with You and the people they represent. In praise of You, O God. Amen.

Representative Thomas Walsh, member from Hooksett, led the Pledge of Allegiance.
The National Anthem was sung by Betsy and Scott Heron, of the group Green Heron, of New Hampshire.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE
Reps. Foote, Linda Gould, Mason, McGhee, Merchant and Moulton, the day, illness.
Reps. Carey, Cole, Conlin, Lloyd, Lundgren, John MacDonald, Nagel and Prout, the day, important business.
Rep. Tellez, the day, illness in the family.
Rep. Beaulieu, the day, death in the family.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
Melanie Cullinane, guest of Rep. Burnham. Wendy Hunt, guest of Rep. Colcombe. Robin Briscoe, guest of
Rep. Vallone. Karen Scott, guest of Rep. Ammon. Luke Riddle, guest of Rep. Seth King. Tyler, Colin, Heidi
and Theodore, husband and children of Rep. Phillips. John Lastowka, and Orma Thompson, guests of Rep.
Wendy Thomas. Colonel Eric Pauer, United States Air Force, Retired, guest of Rep. Pauer. Sandra and Arthur
Heron, family of the singers, guests of the House.

CONSENT CALENDAR

Rep. Osborne moved that the Consent Calendar with the relevant amendments as printed in the day’s House
Record be adopted.
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HB 102, requiring high schools to include instruction on the nature and history of communism, removed by
Reps. Popovici-Muller, Cambrils, McCarter, Moffett, Abare, Terry, Read, Hynes, Diane Kelley and Kristine Perez.
HB 482-FN, requiring the use of ballots with embedded security, traceability, and relative to the chain of
custody for ballots cast in elections, removed by Reps. Tom Mannion, Yokela, Read, Santonastaso, Tony Lekas,
Kenny, Tenczar, Popovici-Muller, Burnham and Granger.

HB 599-FN, relative to requiring an audit of the November 2022 election results, removed by Reps. Tom
Mannion, Yokela, Read, Santonastaso, Tony Lekas, Kenny, Tenczar, Popovici-Muller, Burnham and Granger.
HB 340-FN, relative to the transfer of residential property, removed by Reps. Adjutant, Alissandra Murray,
Read, Gallager, Seibert, McWilliams, Caplan, Bolton, Staub and Damon.

HCR 3, relative to affirming states’ power over the federal constitution, removed by Reps. Comtois, Dennis
Mannion, Gerhard, Read, Granger, Bailey, Phinney, Hynes, Wheeler and Potenza.

Consent Calendar was adopted.

HB 200, relative to choice of counselor to evaluate a child in family court proceedings. OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Mark Pearson for Children and Family Law. This bipartisan bill recognizes how it only makes sense
to have, when possible, the parents and child in agreement with each other in the selection of the child’s
counselor. Vote 15-0.

Amendment (0010h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Parental Rights and Responsibilities; Parenting Plans; Contents; Establishing Right to Choice of Counselor.
Amend RSA 461-A:4, III to read as follows:

I11. If the parenting plan directs a child of the parties to participate in counseling, the parents shall
have the right to choose the counselor. In cases where the parties are unable to agree on a counselor
or in the event that a finding of abuse has been made, the court shall choose a participating provider
in the parties’ health insurance carrier network.

2 New Section; Judicial Branch Family Division; Counseling. Amend RSA 490-D by inserting after section
15 the following new section:

490-D:16 Counseling. In the event that a court proceeding under this chapter requires a child to be evalu-
ated by a mental health practitioner, the parents of the child shall have the right to choose the practitioner.
In cases where the parties are unable to agree on a practitioner or in the event that a finding of abuse has
been made, the court shall choose a participating provider in the parties’ health insurance carrier networks.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2024.

HB 404, relative to support contempt hearings. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Patrick Long for Children and Family Law. This bill simply repeals RSA 461-A:14, XVIII and places the
language in section I, moving the current section I to I-a. The sponsor was absent so the committee wasn’t
aware of the purpose for the proposed bill. Vote 14-0.

HB 411-FN, relative to mediation of cases involving children. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Cassandra Levesque for Children and Family Law. The committee finds there will be a lot of problems with
repealing mediation. The reason behind mediation is so both parties can reach agreements. The court recommends/
orders mediation only when necessary, and repealing this will cause a back-up in the court system. Vote 13-0.

HB 547-FN, relative to rebuttable presumptions of sole custody determinations. INEXPEDIENT TO LEG-
ISLATE.

Rep. Maria Perez for Children and Family Law. The committee feels there was not enough information and
the testimony provided showed it is hard to prove domestic violence. This goes along with the timeline needed
and would be difficult to create a parenting plan with a restraining order in place. Vote 14-0.

HB 600-FN, relative to temporary orders for parental rights and responsibilities. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Heather Raymond for Children and Family Law. The committee voted unanimously to find this bill
Inexpedient to Legislate based on conflicts with existing RSAs. This bill is not required. Vote 14-0.

HB 635-FN, relative to court ordered counseling in parenting plans. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. David Bickford for Children and Family Law. The committee feels the parenting plan statute has worked
very well. It has introduced structure for separating parents to resolve issues that are likely to crop up in
their future. The court reported it to be a productive tool. Vote 13-0.

HB 143, relative to wiretapping to record conversations related to domestic violence. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Jennifer Rhodes for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill would have allowed a person to make
an audio or video recording without the consent of the person being recoded for obtaining evidence. While
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the committee overwhelmingly agreed with the sentiment behind the proposed legislation, the committee
felt that the language as written might do more harm than good. The New Hampshire Domestic Violence
Coalition did not support this bill, as they felt that it potentially exposed victims to having it used against
them by abusers. Vote 18-1.

HB 291-FN, relative to false reports to certain departments. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Jennifer Rhodes for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill would have established a criminal
penalty making any person who knowingly makes a false statement or complaint against a business owner
to a state department for the purpose of harassing or damaging the reputation of the licensee or business
owner guilty of a class A misdemeanor. While the committee agrees making any false reports is unaccept-
able, there is no way to prove a person had malice or intentions of harassment. We heard testimony that the
departments give each complaint due process. The committee unanimously agrees that acts of revenge may
be better handled by individual attorneys rather that creating a criminal penalty. Vote 20-0.

HB 292-FN, establishing a criminal penalty for theft by a public servant. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Jennifer Rhodes for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill would have established a criminal
penalty and created a right of action against any public servant who serves on the governing body of a mu-
nicipality, who authorizes or attempts to authorize a defense to any legal claim or action against the mu-
nicipality except in a public or non-public session. While the committee agrees every elected official should
hold themselves to the highest standard and not participate in any illegal activity, creating a right of action
against board members would destroy local control. Additionally, the committee agreed there may be other
avenues of bringing awareness to the residents of any suspected misconduct. Vote 20-0.

HB 302-FN-A, relative to including education in the United States Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the
New Hampshire constitution for New Hampshire law enforcement. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Dennis Mannion for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill requires the police standards and
training council to provide each candidate for a law enforcement position with a minimum of 8 hours of educa-
tion on the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights and 8 hours of training on the New Hampshire
constitution as a condition of graduation. While we believe this bill has good intentions, the police standards
and training council already provides this training and, in some cases, exceeds the hourly requirements ref-
erenced in this bill. Vote 20-0.

HB 102-L, requiring high schools to include instruction on the nature and history of communism. INEXPE-
DIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Alicia Lekas for Education. This bill requires school boards and governing boards of private schools to
include at least one hour of instruction on the nature and history of communism for high school graduation.
The majority felt this was vague and inadequate for the subject matter. An amendment was introduced to
fix this problem but did not pass. Vote 17-3.

HB 103, relative to school board member qualifications. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Mike Belcher for Education. The committee noted concerns regarding the 60-day timeline to implementa-
tion resulting in potential vacancies on boards, necessitating impromptu elections, and the possible outsized
effect on small districts with many relatives in various positions. The committee expressed that existing laws
against corruption and requiring transparency, as well as recusals where necessary, coupled with the say of
voters in elections for school boards, adequately addresses the purpose of this bill. Vote 20-0.

HB 334-FN, relative to determination and cost of state adequate education. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Kristin Noble for Education. This bill would increase the base adequacy grant to equal one-half of the
statewide average cost per pupil, costing over $700 million per year. While this is a well-intentioned bill to
increase adequacy, with the elimination of differentiated aid, some students and communities in need will be
negatively impacted. Vote 20-0.

HB 364-FN, relative to transportation for students attending career and technical education centers. OUGHT
TO PASS.

Rep. Rick Ladd for Education. Under current law, school districts that send students to a Career Technical
Education (CTE) Center are reimbursed by the state at the rate of 10 cents per pupil per mile for a bus or 25
cents per pupil per mile for self-transportation if a bus is not available. This transportation reimbursement
formula is inadequate, and results in local districts having to pay the lion’s share of transportation costs. For
example, several years ago, the total state reimbursement to sending school districts amounted to $680,000,
but the actual cost incurred by those districts was closer to $2,680,000. One of the reasons that sending district
student enrollment at receiving CTE centers has been limited, is due to insufficient transportation funding.
All students need this opportunity, as CTE programming is highly successful and all participating high school
graduates who graduate from a CTE center exit with a career skill, 70% go on to post-secondary education, and
the achievement scores of CTE graduates are high. In the previous biennium, legislation was passed stating
that sending districts shall receive “full” reimbursement for transportation; however, full reimbursement at
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10 cents remains inadequate. This bill authorizes the department to develop a transportation reimbursement
formula using and based upon type of vehicle, mileage, and number of trips made to the CTE center. State
aid is, therefore, not dependent upon the number of students riding on a particular bus. A formula such as
this is used in Kansas and other states as well. Vote 20-0.

The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 365, relative to a statewide facility condition assessment for school buildings. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Rick Ladd for Education. This bill encourages school districts to provide the Department of Education
(DOE) with long-range capital improvement program reports that identify current projected school facility
goals and needs for the 10-year plan as stated in RSA 198:15-a, V. Both the department and the legislature
will use report information to better plan, prioritize, and project anticipated capital construction and renova-
tion expenditures relative to the state building aid program. It is understood that New Hampshire’s student
population has decreased significantly in the past 15 years, from a population over 210,000 to a population
approximating 164,000; however, the need for new construction or renovation projects remains a high priority
for many districts. Over 50% of New Hampshire’s school buildings are over 60 years old. Seven of these schools
are over 68 years old and have not had a major renovation in more than 50 years. Student achievement is also
linked or associated with schools that have appropriate and adequate space: nursing, science labs, cafeteria
space, gym, storage, conferencing, media/library, special education, and more. The state has also just finished
a prolonged 10-year school building moratorium that has resulted in a backlog of districts anticipating state
school building aid support. To compound the issue, most of the older schools and schools with significant
health, safety, and access concerns are located in areas of greatest poverty. For the upcoming biennium, the
DOE has received 17 building aid requests that total $564.3M, of which the state’s share would be $227.7M.
School building aid needs legislative attention, and this bill is a step forward in providing a more thorough
understanding of statewide school building construction and renovation projects that require legislative focus
and support in the next 10 years. This bill is supported by DOE and has the unanimous, bipartisan support
of the Education Committee. Vote 20-0.

HB 424-FN, relative to school lunch payment policies. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Rick Ladd for Education. This bill would require school boards that provide free or reduced cost meals to
refrain from certain actions that could stigmatize a child who requests such a meal. When asked during the
hearing process where and if these certain activities that could stigmatize a child are occurring, no factual
information as to where and if this is a statewide concern was provided the committee. The committee was
informed that students not having a meal are provided a meal, regardless of not having payment at the time.
Policy is a local control responsibility, and the Education Committee unanimously recommends Inexpedient
to Legislate. While discussing this bill, the committee did receive input from districts that collecting later
reimbursement for meals is sometimes very difficult to collect, and in the rare occasion has resulted in debt
collection activity. Vote 20-0.

HB 435, relative to relief aid calculation in determining grants for adequate education. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Glenn Cordelli for Education. This bill increases the amount for relief based upon eligibility for free or
reduced priced school meals and adjusts the grants by changes in the consumer price index as determined
pursuant to RSA 198:40-d. Vote 20-0.

HB 466, relative to water bottle filling stations in schools. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Valerie McDonnell for Education. This bill is a request from the Department of Education. As passed
last year, the water bottle filling station bill provides rule-making authority to the State Board of Education.
Rulemaking is not required as the content of statutory language makes the need for administrative rules
unnecessary. Vote 19-0.

HB 501, relative to ages for special education services. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Alicia Lekas for Education. This is a clean-up bill. Last year we brought New Hampshire special educa-
tion law into alignment with federal law. Federal law states services must be provided until age 21 inclusive,
meaning throughout their 21st year. This particular piece of special education law was accidentally missed
and does not say inclusive. This bill fixes that. Vote 20-0.

HB 578-FN, establishing the position of reporting administrator in the department of education. INEXPE-
DIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Rick Ladd for Education. This bill would establish a new position within the Department of Education
and make an appropriation of $165,000 in FY24 and $145,000 in FY25. Although this position may assist the
department in developing policies and procedures for collecting information from districts as may be required,
the committee unanimously recognizes that there are other department positions that have previously been
approved by the legislature that remain unfilled. If new personnel funding is available, the committee rec-
ommends that the use of these funds be prioritized wisely based upon department and student performance
needs. Vote 19-0.



14 FEBRUARY 2023 HOUSE RECORD 5

HB 101-FN, relative to requiring voters declare a party affiliation prior to a state primary election. INEX-
PEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Ross Berry for Election Law. This bill removes the ability of undeclared voters to cast a ballot in a
partisan, primary election and requires them to set a registration four months before the contest. Current
law allows the individual political parties to make this change on their own and the committee did not find
it prudent to remove that choice at this time. Vote 19-0.

HB 259, relative to a study about making working at polling places on election day a civic responsibility and
legal obligation for citizens. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Aidan Ankarberg for Election Law. This bill creates a committee to study making working at polling
places a civic responsibility. The Secretary of State spoke of an independent effort to entice veterans to fill
these roles and his office does not believe the bill is needed at this time. Vote 20-0.

HB 79, relative to the authority of the commissioner of the department of agriculture, markets, and food to
inspect apples. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Peter Bixby for Environment and Agriculture. The original bill sought to remove the Department of
Agriculture, Markets and Food’s authority to inspect apples from RSA 434. The department testified that
they no longer inspect apples under that authority. The federal Food Safety Modernization Act made that
paragraph obsolete. The committee felt that it would be better to assess the relevant statutes for all elements
that need updating rather than remove one obsolete passage. The amendment, which replaces the entire bill,
creates a study committee to review RSA 426 and RSA 434 for necessary updates. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0212h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT establishing a committee to study the New Hampshire law relative to standards for farm products
and marketing and grading commodities.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Committee Established. There is established a committee to study laws relative to standards for farm
products and marketing and grading commodities.

2 Membership and Compensation.

I. The members of the committee shall be as follows:
(a) Three members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives.
(b) One member of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.
IT. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to the duties
of the committee.
3 Duties. The committee shall review RSA 426 and RSA 434 and assess the following:
I. Are statutes consistent with current regulatory needs and practices?
II. Are there overlapping, redundant, or conflicting statutes in RSA 426 and RSA 434?
II1. Do any statutes need to be transferred from one chapter to the other to provide clarity and consistency?

4 Chairperson; Quorum. The members of the study committee shall elect a chairperson from among the
members. The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the first-named house member. The first
meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section. Three members of
the committee shall constitute a quorum.

5 Report. The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the
speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the
governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2023.

6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill establishes a committee to study New Hampshire laws relative to standards for farm products
and marketing and grading of certain commodities.

HB 128-FN, relative to repealing state seed labeling license requirements. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Jim Creighton for Environment and Agriculture. The Environment and Agriculture Committee recom-
mends this bill as Inexpedient to Legislate because the testimony of state representatives and private orga-
nizations indicated that there was no need for this change. There was no other testimony indicating that a
change was necessary. The committee agreed unanimously that this bill was not required. Vote 20-0.

HB 138, relative to the oversight of the commissioner of the department of agriculture, markets, and food.
OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Molly Howard for Environment and Agriculture. This bill repeals provisions for an eliminated clerical
position for a discontinued program for contagious equine metritis and removes statutory language per the
request of the Department of Agriculture, Markets and Food. Vote 20-0.
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HB 152, relative to soil and plant additives. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Nicholas Germana for Environment and Agriculture. This bill changes the title of RSA 431 to “Soil and
Plant Additives,” and provides a statutory definition of soil and plant additives consistent with the chapter.
The bill also gives the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Markets the authority to determine the collec-
tion fee to be applied in the case of delinquent fertilizer inspections fees by rule. The bill removes the one-
ton limit on the amount of fertilizer a consumer must purchase before being eligible to receive for a refund
in the event that the purchased fertilizer is determined to be deficient, and empowers the Commissioner of
Agriculture, Food, and Markets to determine the market value of the fertilizer that has been found deficient
in order to determine the amount of money to refund to the consumer. Vote 20-0.

CACR 1, relating to the governor. Providing that there be a lieutenant governor who shall assume the duties
of the governor if the governor is incapacitated. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Peter Schmidt for Executive Departments and Administration. This constitutional amendment concur-
rent resolution establishes the office of lieutenant governor and changes succession provisions in the event
a governor is unable to perform the duties of the office. Instead, believing that the vision of the framers of
the New Hampshire Constitution has proven itself over the centuries, the strong majority of the committee
chooses to retain the structure laid down by the framers regarding the office of the chief executive, and how,
in the case of incapacitation, that officer is to be replaced. Just as, being wary of gubernatorial overreach,
our founders checked the authority of the chief executive through a power sharing executive council, they
also established no lieutenant governor, and turned to the legislature, calling upon the senate president to
replace the governor in case of incapacitation. This had, and still has, the virtue of being extremely thrifty.
This arrangement has functioned beautifully over two centuries, and the committee majority sees no com-
pelling reason to abandon it for a potentially pricey growth in state government. Additionally, the proposed
implementation of this new office was ill-defined and of questionable workability. Vote 20-0.

HB 109, relative to the occupational therapy practice act. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Tony Lekas for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill, as amended, updates the occu-
pational therapy practice act concerning the licensing of occupational therapy. It was last updated 22 years
ago and since that time the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) has updated the language
used to describe the scope and practice of the profession. Most of the changes don’t really change the prac-
tice or regulation. They update the language to what is currently in use. There is one substantive change. It
removes the requirement of a medical referral for occupational therapy. That requirement limits access in
environments without doctors. This includes occupational therapy in schools for those with disabilities, on
site ergonomic consultations to prevent workplace injuries, and many others. The amendment also makes it
clear that professions that are separately licensed, such as recreational therapists, may engage in the practice
they are licensed for without also requiring a license as an occupational therapist. Vote 19-0.

Amendment (0214h)
Amend RSA 326-C:1, IV as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
IV. “Occupational therapy” means the care and services provided by an occupational therapist or occupational
therapy assistant who are licensed pursuant to this chapter. Areas of occupation include but are not limited to:
(a) Activities of daily living, which are the routine activities a person completes to meet their basic
health and survival needs.
(b) Instrumental activities of daily living, which are activities a person completes to live independently
and participate in the community.
(c) Health management.
(d) Rest and sleep.
(e) Education.
(f) Work.
(g) Play.
(h) Leisure.
(i) Social participation.
Amend the bill by inserting after section 3 the following and renumbering the original section 4 to read as 5:
4 New Paragraph; Occupational Therapists; Eligibility for Licensure. Amend RSA 326-C:5 by inserting
after paragraph III the following new paragraph:
IV. No person shall practice occupational therapy in this state unless licensed under this chapter, provided
that nothing in this chapter shall be construed to restrict a person licensed under any law of this state from
engaging in the profession or practice for which that person is licensed.

HB 193-FN, relative to administration of the New Hampshire retirement system. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.

Rep. Tony Lekas for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill was requested by the New Hampshire
Retirement System (NHRS). This bill, as amended, cleans up a number of internal inconsistencies, duplications,



14 FEBRUARY 2023 HOUSE RECORD 7

ambiguities, and no longer valid references in the statutes setting up the NHRS. When the section clarifying
ambiguities in the statute, which defines how the NHRS handles the case where two teachers share the same
job was drafted, an assumption was made that the sharing was done by days. For example, two teachers might
work alternating days, each working 50% of the job. However, the committee learned that in some cases the
sharing was done by parts of a day. For an example, one teacher might work mornings and the other afternoons.
The committee also learned that not all such sharing was exactly 50/50. The amendment updates the bill to
properly deal with such situations. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0269h)
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

1 Retirement System; Definition; Teacher; Job Sharing. Amend RSA 100-A:1, VI to read as follows:

VI. “Teacher” shall mean any regular or special teacher, principal, supervisor or administrator, librarian or
other member of the teaching or professional staff engaged in the service of the public elementary and secondary
schools located within the state and supported by and under the control of the state, the local school district,
or other employers of teachers eligible for membership in the system. For teachers who job share, teacher shall
mean 2 individuals who share one position which is divided 50/50, 60/40, or 70/30 for each school semester
for which the employer designated a position as a job share position. For purposes of membership as
a teacher under this chapter, proof of appropriate certification by the department of education or appropriate
professional licensure shall be maintained by the employer and available to the retirement system.

HB 266, relative to notice and public access requirements for hybrid and virtual agency public comment
hearings for rulemaking. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Jaci Grote for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill clarifies requirements for hybrid
and virtual agency meetings now that the emergency orders regarding this matter have been lifted. The
bill codifies what should be happening to assure proper notice and public access requirements. Vote 19-0.

HB 337-FN, relative to directing the office of professional licensure and certification to provide notice of
public meetings and an opportunity for comment from the public. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Dianne Schuett for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill is intended to give more notice and
transparency to interested parties and the public regarding public meetings of all entities within the Office of
Professional Licensure and Certification (OPLC). It specifies two weeks’ notice before meetings and how materials
should be provided to the public. The amendment corrects an RSA cited in the original bill, which negates the fiscal
note on that version, and clarifies language in the bill which satisfies both the sponsor’s goal of more transparency
while protecting certain information that the OPLC is obliged to keep confidential. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0180h)
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

1 New Paragraphs; Office of Professional Licensure and Certification; Notifications. Amend RSA 310-A:1-d
by inserting after paragraph V the following new paragraphs:

VI. All boards, councils, and commissions within the office of professional licensure and certification shall
notify the public of any public meeting no less than 14 days prior to the meeting. All materials distributed
to the board, council, or commission for the meeting shall be available to the public no less than 7 days prior
to the meeting, provided the materials do not contain information exempt from disclosure under RSA 91-A:5.
The chair of the board, council, or commission shall be permitted to add items to the agenda within 7 days of
a meeting if, in the chair’s discretion, the public’s interest in the board addressing the matter outweighs the
public’s interest in timely access to materials associated with the new agenda item. In such circumstances,
materials shall be made available to the public as soon as reasonably practicable. If it is not practicable to
make available to the public at least one day prior to a meeting, enough paper copies shall be made available
at the meeting location prior to the start of the meeting.

VII. All boards, councils, and commissions within the office of professional licensure and certification
shall provide an opportunity for comment from the public, virtually or in person, at public meetings, in a
manner established by the board, council, or commission chair.

VIII. All boards, councils, and commissions within the office of professional licensure and certification
shall provide an opportunity for the public to submit written comments on matters before the board, council,
or commission.

The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 391, relative to the department of health and human services and the department of environmental
services data sharing and memorandum of agreement. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Jaci Grote for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill confirms a memorandum of understanding
between the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and the Department of Environmental Services
(DES). As amended, the bill updates the term of memorandum of understanding, versus an agreement, and reduces
the amount of reporting from 6 months to 1 year. Lastly the bill includes the commission on the environmental
and public health impacts of per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances established in RSA 126-A:79-a. Vote 19-0.
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Amendment (0152h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to the memorandum of understanding on data sharing between the department of health
and human services and the department of environmental services.

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
1 Data Sharing Between the Department of Environmental Services and the Department of Health and
Human Services; Memorandum of Understanding. Amend RSA 126-A:76, I(a) to read as follows:
(a) Enter into [an—updated] a memorandum of [agreement] understanding on cooperation regarding data
sharing between the department of health and human services and the department of environmental services.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill directs the department of environmental services and the department of health and human services
to enter into a memorandum of understanding on cooperation regarding data sharing. The bill also changes the
reporting requirement from 6 months to an annual basis and requires it to be submitted to the commission on
the environmental and public health impacts of PFAS.

HB 409-FN, relative to nonresident licensure by the board of barbering, cosmetology, and esthetics. OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Jaci Grote for Executive Departments and Administration. As amended, this bill allows those with a non-
resident license the ability to get a New Hampshire license from the Board of Barbering, Cosmetology, Esthetics
provided that their current license is in good standing and relates to the existing board rules. Vote 19-0.

Amendment (0353h)

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Barbering, Cosmetology, and Esthetics; Non Resident Licensure. Amend RSA 313-A:14 to read as follows:

313-A:14 Nonresidents. The board shall hcense any apphcant who is s1m11arly hcensed in any other state
or territory, provided the [othe e g-req antiatly-e e or—hig
than-those-of this-state] applicant holds a current license in good standmg in accordance wlth rules
adopted by the board under RSA 313-A:8, I and II.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

HB 519-FN, relative to establishing a chief information security officer for the department of information
technology. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Tony Lekas for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill would create the position of chief
information security officer for the Department of Information Technology (DOIT) and define the duties of that
officer. While there are staff in DOIT dealing with cybersecurity issues in the state information technology
systems, this bill would formalize that function. If there is not someone responsible for maintaining statewide
information security plans and making sure that the plans are properly implemented, DOIT cannot have any
real confidence that the state’s IT systems are secure. Vote 18-0.

The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 47, relative to medical records attestations for organ donation eligibility. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. David Nagel for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. It is recognized that the role of the medical
trauma team is first and foremost to save the life of the trauma patient. The trauma team may consist of any-
where from one individual to a large group, depending on the medical setting. While there are ATLS (advanced
trauma life support) guidelines (not rigid protocols) which guide the team, it is recognized that individual pa-
tient circumstances may demand deviation from the guidelines in many circumstances. Statutory demands that
the team adhere to rigid protocols may directly harm the patient by interfering with the ability of the team to
adapt to individual circumstances. This is not consistent with standard and ethical medical practice, and may
indirectly interfere with the potential availability of organs for transplant. Furthermore, the demand that two
registered nurses who may not have the expertise to evaluate proper protocol/guideline sign a report attesting
to following a proposed protocol, is improper. In many trauma settings, there may not be two such persons to
attest. And, finally, such statutory requirement risks deflecting attention of the team from the needs of a patient
to the needs of a legal document, again with the potential to do harm. In sum, this bill will potentially harm
both the trauma patient and a potential donor, and, therefore, does not achieve its goal(s). Vote 20-0.

HB 413, authorizing advanced practice registered nurses and physician assistants to prescribe diabetic shoes.
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Erica Layon for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill was drafted to address a perceived
issue that Physician Assistants (PA) and Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRN) cannot currently pre-
scribe diabetic shoes. Diabetic shoes are an important way to prevent ulcers and amputation, and fortunately
the scope of practice for both PA’s and APRN’s currently allows them to prescribe both drugs and devices.
This bill is unnecessary and the committee recommends Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 20-0.
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HB 428, relative to mental health practice. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Joe Schapiro for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill was submitted at the request of
the Board of Mental Health Practice (board) and the Office of Professional Licensure and Certification (OPLC).
It rearranges and clarifies language around “conditional licenses” which were enacted and signed into law
in 2021. HB 428 does three things. First, it requires OPLC to set fees for “conditional licenses” rather than
the board. Second, it places language related to Clinical Mental Health Counselors and Marriage and Family
Therapists into the relevant sections. Third, it clarifies that those with “conditional licenses” are subject to
the jurisdiction of the board. Vote 20-0.

The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Executive Departments and Administration.

CACR 5, relating to fundamental rights. Providing that the constitution protects the right to marry. INEX-
PEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Joe Alexander for Judiciary. The Judiciary Committee believes that this constitutional amendment is not
needed. The landmark Obergefell v. Hodges case held that discrimination against same sex marriage is unconsti-
tutional and that marriages granted to same-sex couples in one jurisdiction must be honored in another under the
equal protection clause. There is no evidence that marriage or the right to marry is under attack in this country.
Additionally, this CACR is too open-ended in stating simply that “the right to marry shall be a fundamental right.”
The right to marry whom? How many individuals can get married? Must there be consent? Vote 19-0.

HB 67-FN, relative to the right to review source code of software in criminal cases. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Walter Stapleton for Judiciary. This bill would give a criminal defendant the unqualified right to review
the source code of any software used to generate evidence used against him/her in a criminal case. The commit-
tee unanimously concluded that this bill was unnecessary because courts already have the authority to order
the disclosure of source codes in particular cases if there is reason to believe the code is defective in some way
or that its production would constitute exculpatory evidence in that case. There is simply no good reason to
make source code automatically available in every case. Moreover, source code often is protected by copyright or
other legal protections against disclosure and this bill would seem to override such protections. There could be
constitutional problems with unjustifiably infringing owners’ property rights in such circumstances. Vote 20-0.

HB 162, relative to supported decision making. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Bob Lynn for Judiciary. This bill corrects a technical error in the supported decision-making statute, RSA
464-D:7, III and IV, as originally enacted. As the statute now stands, it contains a subparagraph that literally
states “omitted.” The bill recrafts the statute to eliminate this language. The amendment accomplishes the
rewording in a simpler way than the original bill by eliminating the “omitted” language and renumbering the
remaining subparagraphs. The bill makes no substantive changes to existing law. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0116h)
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
1 Supported Decision Making; Form and Content of Valid Agreement. Amend RSA 464-D:7, III and the
introductory paragraph of RSA 464-D:7, IV to read as follows:
ITI. A supported decision-making agreement is only valid if all of the following occur:
(a) The agreement is in a writing that contains the elements of the form contained in RSA 464-D:16.
(b) [{Omittedt
(¢)] The agreement is dated.
[t)] (e¢) The agreement is signed in the presence of 2 adult witnesses, or before a notary public, justice
of the peace, or commissioner of deeds.
[te)] (d) Each party to the agreement has signed the agreement voluntarily and with an understanding
of the nature and effect of the agreement.
IV. The 2 adult witnesses required by subparagraph [Hid)] III(c) may not be any of the following:

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill makes technical corrections to the supported decision-making law in RSA 464-D:7.

HB 164, relative to prohibiting towns from criminalizing the right to peacefully and orderly assemble. IN-
EXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Katelyn Kuttab for Judiciary. The purpose of this bill is to formally legalize the right to peacefully protest
in any public place without restriction and to void any municipal ordinances preventing the same. In particular,
the bill is aimed at preventing localities from having ordinances that restrict picketing in front of a particular
person’s home in a residential neighborhood. However, the committee’s research disclosed that there is a U.S.
Supreme Court case which holds that such ordinances do not violate the Constitution because they protect
a home occupant’s privacy interests and constitute a reasonable time, place, and manner limitation on First
Amendment rights as long as the municipality affords ample alternative opportunities for protest, picketing,
etc. In light of this, the committee unanimously believed that this bill was unwise and unnecessary. Vote 20-0.



10 14 FEBRUARY 2023 HOUSE RECORD

HB 169, relative to termination of guardianship. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Katelyn Kuttab for Judiciary. This bill would change the burden of proof required to be sustained by
the guardian in a petition to terminate a guardianship established by consent from clear and convincing
evidence to preponderance of the evidence. It also would change the burden of proof placed upon a parent
seeking to terminate a guardianship granted to grandparents as a result of a parent’s substance abuse from
preponderance of the evidence to clear and convincing evidence. Although the Judiciary Committee recognizes
the importance of protecting every child, based on the controlling U.S. and New Hampshire Supreme Court
precedents, the proposed changes very likely would be unconstitutional. Vote 19-0.

HB 171-FN, relative to bodily injury actions against governmental units. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Joe Alexander for Judiciary. This bill would reduce governmental immunity and expand the liability of
governmental units by eliminating the restriction in current RSA 507-B that limits such liability to causes of
action arising out of the ownership, operation, maintenance, or use of motor vehicles and premises. Instead,
governmental units could be liable for any acts of simple negligence for ministerial actions and for any discre-
tionary actions performed recklessly or wantonly. The Judiciary Committee was unanimous in its assessment
that there is no justification to extend liability in this fashion and that this bill is just not needed. Vote 19-0.

HB 187-FN, permitting a police chief or other designated law enforcement officer to serve process. INEX-
PEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Walter Stapleton for Judiciary. Local law enforcement is already struggling with staffing shortages and
are stretched thin to cover their important work of public safety and the interdiction of crime. Burdening them
further with process serving only exacerbates that condition and detracts from their important work of law
enforcement. We have the sheriff's department and other appointed officers for that purpose and it functions
well as part of their mission and operations. Vote 20-0.

HB 289-FN, relative to consultation with legal counsel under the right to know law. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Bob Lynn for Judiciary. This bill would amend the right to know law section that permits governmental
bodies to hold non-public sessions to discuss legal advice provided by its counsel by providing that this pro-
vision does not apply if the governmental body attempts to invoke it for the purpose of evading compliance
with its obligation to hold public meetings. The committee does not disagree that using the consultation with
counsel provision to evade the right to know law is improper. However, the committee believes that the bill
is unnecessary because both the public body that engaged in such conduct, and the lawyer who knowingly
participated in the conduct, could be subject to the remedies that already exist under the right to know law
for improperly attempting to evade its requirements. In the case of the attorney, s/he also likely could be
subject to disciplinary action by bar regulatory authorities. Vote 19-0.

HB 290-FN, relative to service of writs and precepts by a constable. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Scott Wallace for Judiciary. This bill seeks to amend RSA 104:9 relative to service of writs and other
civil precepts by constables over $75.00. While on the surface this may seem like a simple enough change to
the civil process service, research on the measure revealed to the committee that the result of implementing
this change to the statute would require police officers to serve civil process in any amount at the behest of
private litigants. This stems from the fact that the current statute says constables “shall” serve civil process
under $75 and the fact that RSA 105:3 provides that all police officers are, by virtue of their status, constables.
As a result of that unintended consequence, the committee had no choice but to determine that the bill is
Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 20-0.

HB 307-FN, relative to attorney’s fees in actions under the right to know law. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Kristine Perez for Judiciary. This bill returns the attorney’s fees provision of the right to know law
(RTKL), RSA 91-A, to the way it used to be when the law was first enacted. As originally enacted, it provided
for the award of attorney’s fees to a party who goes to court to obtain withheld government records if the
party prevails in the court proceeding. In the 1980s, the law was changed to say that even if a citizen pre-
vails in court, s/he may not receive attorney’s fees unless the court finds that the governmental body knew
or should have known that withholding the information violated the RTKL. This bill changes the standard
back to what it was, so that a person who prevails in court on his/her request for government information
will be awarded fees. The committee unanimously felt that making this change will encourage governmental
bodies to adopt the view that disclosure, rather than non-disclosure, of information should be their presump-
tive position when RTKL requests are made. The bill also allows attorney’s fees to be awarded to the public
body if it is required to defend against a RTKL suit that is frivolous or taken in bad faith, again providing
the public body prevails. Vote 20-0.

HB 320-FN, relative to free speech in interactive computer services. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Jeffrey Greeson for Judiciary. Federal law protects social media platforms from liability for comments
and information posted by their users. The key to this protection is in their status as a platform versus
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a publisher. While the idea is that platforms restrict some content, as a general rule, they are to remain
content-neutral and apply any restrictions fairly and equitably. Recent events have proven that social media
platforms have engaged in purposeful censorship of particular persons and points of view. They often apply
their censorship arbitrarily and capriciously. That said, the committee nonetheless believes that this bill’s
attempt to regulate media platforms by characterizing them as public utilities is fraught with danger and
potential unanticipated consequences. In addition, there also is an argument that any such regulation would
be unconstitutional as a violation of the First Amendment. The federal courts of appeals are divided on this
issue and the Supreme Court has not yet weighed in. The bill also contains language that is unclear and, in
some respects, internally inconsistent. Although the committee is sympathetic to the goals of this bill, it also
believes that enacting such legislation at this time would be a mistake. Vote 19-0.

HB 321-FN-L, relative to minutes from nonpublic sessions under the right to know law. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Joe Alexander for Judiciary. This bill would require municipalities to review sealed nonpublic minutes
every ten years. Last session the General Court passed a bill requiring municipalities to keep a list of all
sealed minutes and the date the minutes were sealed. This bill would expand the law to require each board to
review their sealed minutes every 10 years and vote on whether to keep the minutes sealed or unseal them.
The bill was supported by Right to Know New Hampshire and New Hampshire Municipal Association and
according to the fiscal note would have a negligible if any fiscal effect on municipalities. Vote 20-0.

HB 379-FN, requiring that attorneys be appointed to represent indigent tenants during residential eviction
proceedings and making an appropriation therefor. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Katelyn Kuttab for Judiciary. This bill, as originally introduced, sought to establish a right to counsel
paid for by the state for all eviction proceedings. The amendment changed the bill to require merely that
in connection with evictions, tenants be informed that they may be eligible for legal assistance from New
Hampshire Legal Assistance and informing them how to contact Legal Assistance. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0347h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT  requiring notice be provided to tenants during residential eviction proceedings regarding legal counsel.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 New Paragraph; Actions Against Tenants; Notice to Tenants. Amend RSA 540:3 by inserting after para-
graph III the following new paragraph:

ITI-a. The eviction notice shall clearly state that an indigent tenant may be eligible for assistance from

New Hampshire Legal Assistance for legal counsel in the eviction proceeding and shall include instructions
on the process for contacting and obtaining such assistance. This paragraph does not guarantee a right to
legal assistance.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill provides that tenants subject to eviction shall be provided with instructions on the process for
contacting and obtaining assistance from New Hampshire Legal Assistance
The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 165, relative to department of energy procedures in lieu of meeting renewable portfolio standards for
biomass. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Michael Harrington for Science, Technology and Energy. The Department of Energy has the statutory
authority to adjust the Class III (RPS) requirement due to lack of supply. They have exercised that authority
in 2020 and 2021 and it is now at 1% for this reason. This bill is not necessary. Vote 15-0.

HB 211, relative to a report by the department of energy on the effectiveness of the system benefits charge.
OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Douglas Thomas for Science, Technology and Energy. This is a housekeeping bill requested by the New
Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES). When the Electric Oversight Committee was
repealed last biennium, NHDES should have been removed from providing the Systems Benefits Charge Report
to Science, Technology, and Energy Committee because that is now the responsibility of the New Hampshire
Department of Energy. This bill removes NHDES from that reporting requirement. Vote 20-0.

HB 633-FN, relative to electric distribution company market share, prohibiting certain electric rate increases,
and requiring enforcement against Eversource. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Thomas Cormen for Science, Technology and Energy. This bill would limit electric utilities to raising rates
to consumers by no more than the annual increase in the Consumer Price Index (CPI). It would also limit each
electric utility to 50 percent of the market share in New Hampshire. Based on testimony we heard from Ever-
source and the New Hampshire Department of Energy, this pricing standard may be unconstitutional. Electric
utilities buy energy from suppliers and pass on those costs directly to customers. When energy prices rise rapidly,
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that rate of increase can outpace the CPI. Under this bill, utilities could be unable to recover the full cost of
energy that they buy. Therefore, the committee was concerned that limiting the annual increase in rates by the
CPI could result in significant financial damage to the utilities. The committee also found that the provision to
limit the market share was unclear, as market share could be defined by criteria such as area served, customer
count, or revenue; unfortunately, the bill as presented does not provide such specifics. Vote 20-0.

HR 13, affirming support for the people of Puerto Rico. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Steve Shurtleff for State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. Following the Spanish-American War
of 1898, Puerto Rico became a U.S. possession, and the residents of Puerto Rico were given U.S. Citizenship.
In 1952 Congress granted Puerto Rico commonwealth status. Puerto Ricans have faithfully fulfilled their
obligations as American citizens, to include helping defend our nation—serving with honor and valor as mem-
bers of our armed forces. Nine Puerto Ricans earned the Congressional Medal of Honor. Sadly, all nine were
awarded posthumously. However, the people of Puerto Rico haven’t fully shared in the benefits of citizenship,
having only a single resident commissioner, with limited legislative authority, representing them in the U.S.
Congress, while also being excluded from voting in presidential elections. By this resolution the New Hamp-
shire House of Representatives shows its support and solidarity with the people of Puerto Rico as they decide
for themselves which course they wish their island to follow, whether it involves statehood, independence,
or maintaining their commonwealth status. Self-determination is their right, and theirs alone. Vote 17-0.

HB 132, relative to a tire disclosure for resales of trailers by utility dealers. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Gregory Hill for Transportation. The committee, while mindful of the sponsors’ troubles when purchasing
a used trailer, feel that another disclosure, at the time of purchase regarding tire age and condition, should
not be mandated. The principle of caveat emptor, “let the buyer beware,” should instead be the watch phrase
when purchasing any used equipment meant to travel at highway speeds. A buyer, if qualified, should inspect
the tires carefully before, after, and prior to every use in our opinion. If not qualified themselves, having a
qualified person inspect the entire rig, including the tires, in the opinion of the committee would be much
more valuable than a disclosure of the type of the legislation suggests. Vote 20-0.

HB 163-FN, relative to authorized license plate decals. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. John Sellers for Transportation. This bill adds Space Force and a few other additional decals under the
sections of Distinguished Medals and Medals of Heroism that were missing from RSA 261-C:4 1. These are
decals for license plates and are only given out when the service person meets the criteria. Vote 20-0.

HB 268-FN, relative to the furnishing of special number plates to the liquor commission, division of enforce-
ment and licensing. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Steven Smith for Transportation. This bill adds the liquor commission, division of enforcement and
licensing, to the list of agency and department vehicles eligible for special number plates. This is the same
statute that provides plates for municipal and state police, county sheriffs, etc. The committee amendment
adds the clerk of the house of representatives to the cover plate statute. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0365h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to the furnishing of special number plates to the liquor commission, division of enforcement
and licensing, and official cover plates to the house clerk.

Amend the bill by inserting after section 1 the following and renumbering the original section 2 to read as 3:

2 Official Cover Plates. Amend RSA 261:90 to read as follows:

261:90 Official Cover Plates. Upon payment of a fee, the director may issue and shall designate official
cover plates with the reproduction of the state seal thereon to be affixed to a vehicle of United States sena-
tors from this state, representatives to congress from this state, the governor, members of the governor’s
council, the president of the senate, members of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, the
clerk of the house of representatives, members of the house of representatives, the attorney general, the
secretary of state, the state treasurer, the President of the United States and members of his or her executive
staff, and any ambassador or member of the foreign diplomatic corps. The fee for official cover plates shall
be $1 in addition to any other number plate manufacturing fee otherwise required. The official cover plates,
exclusive of the seal, shall be white with green lettering, which shall alternate with red lettering every other
biennium. Official cover plates shall have the title of the person requesting the plates, except for members of
the governor’s council whose plates shall have their council district numbers embossed on them, and mem-
bers of the general court, whose plates shall have their house seat numbers or their senate district numbers
embossed on them unless the president of the senate, for members of the senate, or the speaker of the house
of representatives, for members of the house of representatives, shall designate a title for their plates. The
president of the senate, or a designee, and the speaker of the house of representatives, or a designee, shall
provide the director with input as needed on the cover plate design for members of the general court. The
director shall not issue more than 2 sets of official cover plates to any person. Official cover plates may be
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attached only to vehicles registered in the name of the person issued the plates or the name of the spouse
of a member of the general court, or any vehicle being operated by a member of the general court. Nothing
herein shall be construed as affecting the issuance of regular motor vehicle plates and the payment of the
registration fee therefor. Official cover plates shall be manufactured at the state prison and the prison shall
provide the plates to the department at the prison’s cost.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill would require the state to pay number plate fees for plates furnished to the liquor commission,
division of enforcement and licensing. It also would authorize the issuance of official cover license plates for
the house clerk.

HB 393-FN, permitting a motor vehicle operator to use only a rear license plate. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Ted Gorski for Transportation. The Transportation Committee heard testimony on two bills with the
same subject matter (HB 388 and this bill). The committee decided to concentrate on HB 388. The main
reason is that this bill focused on commercial vehicles. The committee felt that commercial vehicles should
have two commercial plates. In addition, with commercial vehicles, there may be some overlay with federal
statutes. Vote 20-0.

REGULAR CALENDAR

SB 1-FN-A, relative to the closing of the Sununu youth services center and establishing a commission to
study the public safety of the secured youth development center and surrounding communities. OUGHT TO
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Jess Edwards for Finance. This bill would postpone the closure of the Sununu Youth Development Center
from 1 March 2023 until a replacement facility is sufficiently completed and youth are transferred. General
funds in the amount of $1.5 million are appropriated to support continuing operations the final four months
of the current fiscal year. Site evaluation and two design options are funded at $400,000 with site recommen-
dation not later than September 30, 2023. A Commission to Study Community Impacts of the Secured Youth
Development Center is established with a sunset date. Construction monies are not appropriated. Vote 23-0.

Amendment (0465h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to the closing of the Sununu youth services center, making appropriations thereof, and
establishing a commission to study community impacts of the secured youth development center.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Repeal. 2021, 91:329, relative to the closure of the Sununu Youth Services Center, is repealed.

2 Appropriation; Continuation of Operations of the Sununu Youth Services Center. The sum of $1,500,000 for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2023 is hereby appropriated to the department of health and human services for
the purpose of continuing operations at the Sununu youth services center through June 30, 2023. The governor
is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

3 Appropriation; Replacement Facility for the Sununu Youth Services Center. An amount not to exceed
$400,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2023 is hereby appropriated to the department of health and
human services for the purpose of site evaluation for a replacement facility for the Sununu Youth Services
Center. When assessing potential locations, the department shall consider two possibilities: a facility with a
capacity of 6 to 12 beds, and a facility with a capacity of 12-18 beds. The department shall present its recom-
mended site for the facility to the commission established in RSA 169-B:48 no later than September 30, 2023.
The appropriation contained in this section shall not lapse until June 30, 2025. The governor is authorized
to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

4 Department of Health and Human Services; Sununu Youth Services Center; Construction and Opera-
tion of a Replacement Secure Facility. The department of health and human services, in collaboration with
the department of administrative services, shall issue a request to procure a qualified architect on or before
March 1, 2023, and shall collaborate to issue a request for proposals for a contractor to build the resulting
construction project. The SYSC shall immediately be closed for detention or admission of any child when a
replacement facility is sufficiently completed that children can be legally and safely housed there.

5 New Subdivision; Commission to Study Community Impacts of the Secured Youth Development Center.
Amend RSA 169-B by inserting after section 47 the following new subdivision:

Commission to Study Community Impacts of the Secured Youth Development Center

169-B:48 Commission to Study Community Impacts of the Secured Youth Development Center.

I. There is established a commission to study the impacts of the secured youth development center on
surrounding communities. The commission shall consider and, as needed, make recommendations on site
selection, public safety, fire safety, and other relevant factors. Notwithstanding RSA 14:49, the commission
shall consist of the following members:
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(a) Three members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives.

(b) Three senate members, appointed by the senate president.

(c) The commissioner of the department of health and human services or designee.

(d) The commissioner of the department of safety or designee.

(e) The child advocate or their designee.

(f) A representative from the New Hampshire Sheriff’s Association, appointed by that organization.

(g) One or more representatives from local law enforcement agencies, appointed by the speaker of the
house of representatives.

(h) One or more representatives from municipal governing bodies, appointed by the senate president.

II. Legislative members of the commission shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending
to the duties of the commission. The commission’s study shall include procedures and practices of the secured
youth development facility meant to ensure the safety of the youths held at the facility, facility staff, the
people of the municipality where the facility is located, and neighboring municipalities.

ITI. The commission may solicit input from any person or entity the commission deems relevant to its study.

IV. The members of the commission shall elect a chairperson from among the members. The first meet-
ing of the commission shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section and be called by the
first-named senate member. A majority of members named to the commission shall constitute a quorum.

V. The commission shall submit a preliminary report including its findings, including its recommended
site for the secured youth development center, and any recommendations for proposed legislation on or before
November 1, 2023 and a final report on or before November 1, 2024 to the speaker of the house of representa-
tives; the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the governor, and the state library.

6 Repeal. RSA 169-B:48, relative to a commission to study community impacts of the secured youth devel-
opment center, is repealed.
7 Effective Date.

I. Section 1 of this act shall take effect February 28, 2023.

I1. Section 6 of this act shall take effect November 1, 2024.

ITI. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill requires the closure of the Sununu youth services center, sets out parameters for the contract for
a replacement facility, and makes appropriations thereof. The bill also establishes a commission to study the
impacts of the secured youth development center on surrounding communities.
Amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted and ordered to third reading.

MOTION TO SUSPEND HOUSE RULES

Rep. Osborne moved that House Rules be so far suspended as to allow immediate third reading on SB 1-FN-A,
relative to the closing of the Sununu youth services center, making appropriations thereof, and establishing
a commission to study community impacts of the secured youth development center.

Motion adopted by the necessary two-thirds vote.

RESOLUTION

Rep. Osborne moved that SB 1-FN-A be read by title only and that it be read a third time by this resolution,
and that its title be the same as adopted, and that it be passed at the present time.
Motion was adopted.

Third Reading and Final Passage

SB 1-FN-A, relative to the closing of the Sununu youth services center, making appropriations thereof, and
establishing a commission to study community impacts of the secured youth development center.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 91-FN-A, relative to privacy obligations of the department of health and human services. MAJORITY:
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Erica Layon for the Majority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill, as amended,
creates a Data Privacy and Information Technology Security Governance Board which will work to keep the
state’s largest department, the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), in line with the Right
to Privacy in the New Hampshire Constitution. Key to this will be well-accepted risk management methods
of conducting a Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA) on each IT system prior to implementation to identify
and mitigate risks. These will be approved by the commissioner and reviewed by the board. Two additional
personnel will be added to obtain the special skills and the manpower to conduct the PIAs and to help man-
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age the board. The amendment corrects drafting errors regarding titles and classification of these positions.
The goal is to achieve privacy benchmarks common in private industry and to protect personal privacy as a
result. Privacy and security work hand in hand, and other bills to improve information security will add to
the efforts of this board. Vote 18-2.

Rep. Seth King for the Minority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill will cost taxpayers
$300,000 annually. No evidence was provided that the current Department of Health and Human Services
(DHHS) security protocols are lacking or that user data has been, or currently is being, breached. Furthermore,
the greatest threats to privacy come from large corporate or state actors. As is common practice, the security
professionals would likely store patient data on third-party, corporate servers and use software programs that
are closed-source, non-free, and proprietary, and therefore would be inherently untrustworthy.

Majority Amendment (0142h)
Amend RSA 126-A:102, III as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

ITI. Unless otherwise required by law or applicable regulation, no personal information shall be collected
prior to the completion of the assessment and plan and any subsequent measures as a result of the assessment
and plan, as determined by the governance board for any systems implemented subsequent to March 31, 2024.
Amend section 3 of the bill by replacing paragraphs III and IV with the following:

III. The 2 employees shall be classified, full time employees who shall work on assisting in implement-
ing the objectives of the data privacy and information technology security governance board, conducting the
privacy assessment and mitigation plan, and other, related data privacy and information technology security
activities in the department of health and human services. The classification shall be information technology
manager IV, labor grade 32, step 7.

IV. The sum of $300,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024 is hereby appropriated to the department
of health and human services for the purpose of funding 2 information technology manager IV positions as
required in paragraph III of this section. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Majority committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 347-FN, establishing a superior court land use review docket. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Bob Lynn for the Majority of Judiciary. This bill provides for the establishment of a specialized land
use docket in the superior court to hear all land use appeals from local planning, zoning, and like boards. Its
jurisdiction would not cover appeals from any state agencies that may render decisions impacting land use,
such as the Department of Environmental Services. The bill also calls for the appointment of a new superior
court judge to preside over this docket, and requires that such judge be qualified by virtue of knowledge and
experience in land use and property law. The amendment makes clear that the new judge is to be an additional
superior court judge and that the authorized judgeships of the superior court (not counting the chief justice)
is increased from 21 to 22. The amendment also makes clear that this new docket does not affect in any way
the concurrent jurisdiction of the Housing Appeals Board (HAB) to hear appeals within its jurisdiction under
RSA 679. It should be noted, however, that, unlike the HAB, which is limited to hearing appeals involving
housing developments, the land use docket also could hear appeals in cases involving proposed commercial
developments. It also is important to note that, as was the case with the legislation establishing the HAB, this
bill makes no substantive changes to land use law. Given the extreme shortage in the availability of housing
throughout the state, the committee majority supports the purpose of the bill - to consolidate before a judge
knowledgeable in this specialized area of law all land use appeals brought to superior court. The idea is to
streamline the appellate process for such cases, thus reducing the time and expense involved in the develop-
ment process and hopefully increasing the availability of affordable housing. Vote 16-4.

Rep. Louise Andrus for the Minority of Judiciary. The purpose of this bill is to establish a land use review
docket in the super court to expedite the appeals of land review cases. In 2022, HB 1389 establishing a su-
perior court land use review docket was voted on by the Judiciary Committee to send to Interim Study. In
June 2022 an Interim Study hearing was held. The findings were brought back to the Judiciary Committee in
November and the vote was Not Recommended for Future Legislation, 14-5. Under current New Hampshire
laws, when a party disagrees with the decision of a zoning board, an appeal can be made to the superior court
or to the New Hampshire Housing Appeals Board. Therefore, this bill is not necessary.

Majority Amendment (0117h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 New Section; Superior Court; Land Use Review Docket. Amend RSA 491 by inserting after section 7-a

the following new section:
491:7-b Land Use Review Docket.
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I. Without limiting the jurisdiction vested in any court in the state, and subject to the appointment of a
presiding justice by the governor with the consent of the executive council as provided in this section, the supreme
court may establish by court order not inconsistent with this section, a land use review docket in the superior
court which shall have jurisdiction to hear appeals from decisions of local land use boards, including but not
limited to decisions of municipal planning boards, zoning boards, historic district commissions, and conservation
commissions. The jurisdiction of this docket shall not include appeals of decisions by state agencies.

IT. The governor with the consent of the executive council may appoint the first presiding justice of the
land use review docket, who shall be qualified by reason of such person’s knowledge and experience in land
use and real property law. The first presiding justice of the land use review docket shall be an additional
justice of the superior court, which shall increase by one the number of authorized justices of the superior
court as provided in RSA 491:1. The chief justice of the superior court, following the appointment or designa-
tion of the initial presiding justice, may designate such additional justices to preside over cases assigned to
the land use review docket, as necessary, based upon caseload, disqualification of the presiding justice, or
efficient allocation of judicial resources.

III. The presiding justice of the land use review docket shall be an associate justice of the superior court
and shall be entitled to the compensation and benefits provided to all such justices under applicable law,
including, but not limited to, RSA 491-A:1 and RSA 100-C.

IV. The workload of the presiding justice of the land use review docket shall be the matters before that
docket. The presiding justice may be assigned to any other matter within the jurisdiction of the superior court
or sit by designation on any other court in the same manner as any other associate justice of the superior
court, as determined to be necessary by the chief justices of the superior and supreme courts.

V. Subject to the provisions of this section, all appeals to superior court filed pursuant to RSA 677 and
all proceedings for such appeals, shall be assigned to the land use review docket, including motion practice,
discovery, injunctive relief, alternative dispute resolution, and hearing on the merits. Nothing in this section
shall affect the concurrent jurisdiction of the housing appeals board to hear appeals within its jurisdiction
brought pursuant to RSA 679.

VI. The court shall hold a structuring conference within 30 days of its receipt of the notice of appeal. At
the structuring conference the court shall set a deadline for the filing with the court of the certified record
and shall schedule a hearing on the merits to be held within 60 days of receipt of the certified record. The
court shall issue a decision on the merits within 60 days of the hearing. The court may extend any of the
deadlines established in this paragraph upon agreement of the parties or for other good cause shown, but
if the extension is based upon good cause, the court shall articulate in its order granting the extension the
specific facts and circumstances that warrant the extension.

2 Superior Court; Justices. Amend RSA 491:1 to read as follows:

491:1 Justices. The superior court shall consist of a chief justice, appointed by the governor and council to
a 5-year term, and [21] 22 associate justices. Said justices shall be appointed and commissioned as prescribed
by the constitution and shall exercise the powers of the court unless otherwise provided. The chief justice
shall be appointed from among the associate justices. In the event that the chief justice resigns as chief justice
or is not reappointed at the expiration of the 5-year term, he or she may return to the position of associate
justice, whether or not an associate justice vacancy then exists.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2024.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill establishes the land use review docket in the superior court and increases the amount of associate
justices of the superior court to 22.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Andrus spoke against.

Rep. Lynn spoke in favor.

Rep. Hoell requested a roll call; not sufficiently seconded.

Majority committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 62-FN, relative to adjusting the road toll. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. John Cloutier for Public Works and Highways. This bill would decrease New Hampshire’s road toll,
unofficially known as the state’s gas tax by 4.2 cents from 22.2 to 18 cents per gallon. The road toll was
last increased by 4.2 cents in 2014 by a bipartisan majority of the legislature, the first such increase in 23
years since 1991. Under this bill, the revenue lost by the State Highway Fund from this 4.2 decrease would
be made up by annual transfers from the State General Fund. New Hampshire’s Department of Transpor-
tation testified in opposition to the bill for five reasons. First, the 4.2 cent decrease could jeopardize our
state’s federal highway assistance, including Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation (TIFIA)
Bonds. Second, it would reduce the amount of money raised by out-of-state drivers purchasing gas or diesel
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in New Hampshire. Third, the substitution for lost Highway Fund revenue by revenue from the General
Fund could vary by total amounts from year to year and would not be reliable. Fourth, the lost Highway
Fund revenue would likely result in a reduction of local Block Grant Aid to our municipalities. Fifth, the
4.2 cent decrease would further worsen the Highway Fund’s growing structural deficit because of the in-
creasing number of more fuel-efficient, hybrid, and electric vehicles using our state’s roads and bridges.
The committee opposes this bill for the five listed reasons, and also opposes it until a more equitable and
fiscally responsible way to eliminate the Highway Fund’s structural deficit can be implemented. Vote 19-0.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Committee report was adopted.

HB 234-FN, relative to renewable energy credits. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This bill is designed to end the practice of Renewable Energy Credit
(REC) sweeping, a provision in statute that authorizes state seizure of Renewable Energy (RE) property,
without the knowledge of, or any compensation to, New Hampshire businesses and residents. This practice
enables in-state utilities to use the RE New Hampshire residents produce and own to meet their obligations
under the Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS). The committee heard testimony that based on New Hamp-
shire case law, REC sweeping is an unconstitutional “taking” of private property and violates the takings
clauses in Part 1, Article 12 of the New Hampshire Constitution. The property is not abandoned because
property only becomes abandoned under New Hampshire law if it is left unclaimed for multiple years. It is
also a taking because there is no notice before the RECs become the property of an energy supplier. No other
state permits this. Under the current statute, electric utilities and suppliers claim the value of residential
and commercial renewable energy produced without paying the rightful owners the money that they would
receive for those RECs. The practice is intended to lower the utilities costs, but in effect, amounts to a tak-
ing of private property. Constituents testified that REC sweeping has decimated the New Hampshire REC
market, and significantly decreased Alternative Compliance Payments — the only source of funding for the
Renewable Energy Fund — New Hampshire’s sole mechanism for investing in the clean energy transition.
The argument that ending REC sweeping could increase electricity bills is inconsequential, as any possible
increase would be literally pennies on the average monthly bill. In contrast, investments in RE can result in
lower demand for out of state fossil fuels, lower peak demand, improved air quality, more jobs, and increased
in-state economic activity.

Rep. Tony Caplan

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill, if passed, would increase electricity costs by $30
million over the next ten years. It would do so by repealing RSA 362-F:6, which allows utilities to lower their
obligation to buy renewable energy certificates (RECs) when such certificates go unused. This provision of
the law was written expressly to reduce the cost of compliance with the renewable portfolio standard (RPS)
when such additional expense provokes no new renewable energy investments. RECs are the carrot in the RPS
and individuals who do not claim them fulfill the purpose of RSA 362-F, namely, “...to stimulate investment
in low emission renewable energy generation technologies...in New Hampshire, whether at new or existing
facilities” without needing this incentive. Thus, the additional expense incurred produces no further invest-
ment. This repeal would eliminate class I and class II RPS utility obligations resulting in an increase of $3
million added to current residential, municipal, and commercial customer electricity bills. The Department
of Energy and Eversource both testified in favor of ITL.
Rep. James Summers

Rep. Caplan moved Ought to Pass and spoke in favor.
Rep. Bernardy spoke against.
Rep. Love requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 182 - NAYS 182

YEAS - 182

BELKNAP
Coker, Matthew Huot, David St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL
Buco, Thomas Burroughs, Anita Paige, David McAleer, Chris
Brown, Richard Woodcock, Stephen

CHESHIRE
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas
Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi Parshall, Lucius

Schapiro, Joe Tatro, Bruce Toll, Amanda Weber, Lucy
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Cascadden, Corinne

Adjutant, Joshua
Cormen, Thomas
Murphy, James
Muirhead, Russell
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Bouchard, Donald
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Freitas, Mary
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin
Lanza, Judi

Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Murphy, Nancy
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Moffett, Michael
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

Bay, Luz
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Selig, Loren

Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Tanner, Linda

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
Ploszaj, Tom
Trottier, Douglas

Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

14 FEBRUARY 2023 HOUSE RECORD

Kelley, Eamon

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Sullivan, Jared
Nordgren, Sharon

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Bouldin, Amanda

Ford, Damond

Dutzy, Sherry

Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean

Leapley, Nicole
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Newman, Ray

Ryan, Linda

Spier, Carry

Veilleux, Daniel

Caplan, Tony

Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Myler, Mel
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris

Turer, Eric

Bixby, Peter

Smith, Geoffrey
Kenney, Cam
Menear, Hoy
Southworth, Thomas

Cloutier, John

Bogert, Steven
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Beaudoin, Richard
Varney, Peter

Belcher, Mike
McConkey, Mark

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

COOSs

Hatch, William

GRAFTON

Baldwin, Heather
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Massimilla, Linda
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary

Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben
Pedersen, Michael
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Dolan, William

MERRIMACK

Ebel, Karen

Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Payeur, Stephanie
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
O'Neil, Candice
Vallone, Mark

STRAFFORD

Rich, Cecilia
Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Schmidt, Peter
Treleaven, Susan

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

NAYS - 182
BELKNAP

Bordes, Mike
McCarter, Nikki
Smart, Lisa

CARROLL

Costable, Michael
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

Noél, Henry

Bolton, Bill

Hoyt, Tommy
Morse, Corinne
Stringham, Jerry

Booras, Efstathia
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Perez, Maria
Morton, Jennifer
Petrigno, Peter
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Ellison, Arthur

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina
Wolf, Dan

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vogt, Robin

Cannon, Gerri
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Pare, Gail

Vincent, Kenneth

Palmer, William

Comtois, Barbara
O’Hara, Travis
Terry, Paul

Crawford, Karel

Santonastaso, Matthew



Davis, Arnold
Tierney, James

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

Turcotte, Alan
McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

and the motion failed.

Rep. Bernardy moved Inexpedient to Legislate.

The question now being adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate.
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Merner, Troy

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.
See, Alvin

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lynn, Bob
Melvin, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

COOSs

Ouellet, Mike

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

MERRIMACK

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Walsh, Lilli
Pearson, Mark
Milz, David
Piemonte, Tony
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
True, Chris
Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

SULLIVAN

Rollins, Skip
Stone, Jonathan

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. McWilliams moved that HB 234-FN, relative to renewable energy credits, be laid on the table.
On a division vote, with 182 members having voted in the affirmative, and 184 in the negative, the motion failed.

Rep. Hoell requested a roll call; not sufficiently seconded.
On a division vote, with 183 members having voted in the affirmative, and 184 in the negative, the motion failed.
MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Weber moved that HB 234-FN, relative to renewable energy credits, be laid on the table.
On a division vote, with 346 members having voted in the affirmative, and 20 in the negative, the motion

was adopted.

King, Seth

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Hynes, Dan
Sanborn, Laurie
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Hobson, Deborah
Perez, Kristine

Layon, Erica
McDonnell, Valerie
Ford, Oliver
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Smith, Steven

19
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REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 246-FN, relative to uses of moneys in the renewable energy fund. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION
Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: This bill will lower the cost of electricity by rebating
to ratepayers the funds accumulated in the Renewable Energy Fund (REF). This fund collects $7 to $8 mil-
lion in a typical year. 2022 will be remembered as the year New Hampshire electricity costs soared to their
highest ever level. This bill suspends temporarily the use of REF monies for grants to new energy projects to
provide ratepayers with some respite from last year’s energy price spike, which is unlikely to end soon. The
committee amended the bill to make the rebate valid for a two-year period. The amendment also restored
language to ensure that the Department of Energy retained funds to administer the REF. After the amend-
ment passed, the committee deadlocked on passage of the final bill, even though a majority of members (16-4)
agreed that the amended bill was superior. Through June 30 of 2025, this bill provides modest electricity bill
relief to ratepayers, which less affluent wage earners need today more than ever.
Rep. Jeanine Notter

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: The Renewable Energy Fund (REF) was created in 2007
as a component of legislation known as the Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) law, RSA 362: F. To comply
with the RPS, electric service providers acquire Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) representing electric-
ity generated from renewable sources. Electric service providers who cannot obtain enough RECs for a given
compliance year are required to make Alternative Compliance Payments (ACPs). ACPs provide the funding
for the REF, the purpose of which is to support thermal and electrical renewable energy initiatives. The com-
mittee received testimony from the New Hampshire Department of Energy (DOE) that between FY18 and
FY22 a total of $20.1 million of REF funds were invested in over 4,000 different projects helping to diversify
our energy sector. According to DOE, the current available balance in the REF is $7.8 million and annual
contributions to it are approximately $4.6 million. Rebating the REF to consumers would result in, at most,
a $10.54 annual (or $1.40 per month) reduction in average consumer electricity bills in year one and $6.25
annual ($0.40 monthly) reduction in years thereafter. The committee is unanimous in its concern about the
rising price of energy and need to reduce those prices going forward. The members of the committee who
recommend ITL believe the people of New Hampshire are smart enough to realize that a rebate of $0.52 —
or even $1.40 — per month will not make a big difference in their monthly budget, but that by collectively
investing that money in alternative energy projects we can continue to diversify our sources of electricity to
end our over-reliance on natural gas based on past state energy policy decisions.
Rep. Chris Muns

Rep. Notter moved Ought to Pass and offered Amendment (0288h).

Amendment (0288h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Renewable Energy Fund; Use of Funds. Amend RSA 362-F:10, I to read as follows:

I. There is hereby established a renewable energy fund. This nonlapsing special fund shall be continu-
ally appropriated to the department of energy to be expended in accordance with this section; provided that
at the start of the period in which there is no adopted state operating budget, the department of energy shall
in a timely manner seek the approval of the fiscal committee of the general court to continue using moneys
from the renewable energy fund to support renewable energy rebate and grant programs in order to ensure
there are no interruptions to the programs. The state treasurer shall invest the moneys deposited therein as
provided by law. Income received on investments made by the state treasurer shall also be credited to the
fund. All payments to be made under this section shall be deposited in the fund.

(a) For the period of July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2025, notwithstanding paragraphs V
through XI, any remaining moneys paid into the fund under paragraph II of this section shall be
used by the department of energy to reduce ratepayer costs via a public utilities commission ap-
proved reduction in electric rates.

(b) Commencing July 1, 2025, any remaining moneys paid into the fund under paragraph II of this
section, excluding class IT moneys, shall be used by the department of energy to support thermal and electrical
renewable energy initiatives. Class II moneys shall primarily be used to support solar energy technologies in New
Hampshire. All initiatives supported out of these funds shall be subject to audit by the department of energy as
deemed necessary. All fund moneys including those from class II may be used to administer this chapter, but all
new employee positions shall be approved by the fiscal committee of the general court. No new employees shall
be hired by the department of energy due to the inclusion of useful thermal energy in class I production.

2 Public Utilities Commission; Proceedings on Use of Renewable Energy Fund. Within 60 days after the effective
date of this act, the public utilities commission shall open a docket to determine how the moneys in the renewable
energy fund under RSA 362-F:10, as amended by this act, will be distributed to ratepayers. The public utilities
commission shall complete its action on such docket within 60 days after the date the docket was opened.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023.
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AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill provides that for a 2-year period all moneys in the renewable energy fund derived from renewable
energy certificates shall be used to reduce ratepayer costs, and requires the public utilities commission to
open a docket to determine how renewable energy fund moneys will be distributed to ratepayers.
Amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Muns spoke against.
Rep. Notter spoke in favor and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 179 - NAYS 186

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
Beaudoin, Richard
Varney, Peter

Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Merner, Troy

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Vandecasteele, Susan

Wallace, Scott

Bogert, Steven
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Smart, Lisa

Belcher, Mike
McConkey, Mark

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

King, Seth

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
See, Alvin

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lynn, Bob
Melvin, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

YEAS - 179

BELKNAP

Bordes, Mike
McCarter, Nikki
Terry, Paul

CARROLL

Costable, Michael
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

COOSs

Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Walsh, Lilli
Pearson, Mark
Milz, David
Piemonte, Tony
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
True, Chris
Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

Comtois, Barbara
Ploszaj, Tom
Trottier, Douglas

Crawford, Karel
Brown, Richard

Santonastaso, Matthew

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Hynes, Dan
Sanborn, Laurie
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Hobson, Deborah
Perez, Kristine

Layon, Erica
McDonnell, Valerie
Ford, Oliver
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne
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Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Coker, Matthew

Buco, Thomas
Woodcock, Stephen

Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

Davis, Arnold
Noél, Henry

Adjutant, Joshua
Cormen, Thomas
Murphy, James
Muirhead, Russell
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Bouchard, Donald
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Freitas, Mary
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin
Lanza, Judi

Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Turcotte, Alan
Ellison, Arthur

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen
Vogt, Robin
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Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

Huot, David

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Richard
Faulkner, Barry
Monteil, Renee
Tatro, Bruce

Cascadden, Corinne
Quellet, Mike

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Sullivan, Jared
Nordgren, Sharon

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Bouldin, Amanda

Ford, Damond

Dutzy, Sherry

Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean

Leapley, Nicole
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Preece, David

Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Vail, Suzanne

Wheeler, Jonah

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric

Lane, Connie

Myler, Mel
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

STRAFFORD

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

SULLIVAN

Rollins, Skip
Stone, Jonathan

NAYS - 186
BELKNAP

St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL

Paige, David

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Filiault, Shaun
Newell, Jodi
Toll, Amanda

COOSs

Kelley, Eamon

GRAFTON

Baldwin, Heather
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Massimilla, Linda
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary
Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben
O'Brien, Michael
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Spier, Carry
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

MERRIMACK

Caplan, Tony
Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
O'Neil, Candice
Turer, Eric

Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Smith, Steven

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius
Weber, Lucy

Hatch, William

Bolton, Bill
Hoyt, Tommy
Morse, Corinne
Stringham, Jerry

Booras, Efstathia
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Perez, Maria
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy

Dolan, William

Ebel, Karen

Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina
Wolf, Dan

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark
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STRAFFORD
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Rich, Cecilia Cannon, Gerri
Fitzpatrick, Daniel Smith, Geoffrey Howard, Heath Horrigan, Timothy
Howland, Allan Kenney, Cam LaMontagne, Jessica Levesque, Cassandra
Smith, Marjorie Menear, Hoy Schmidt, Peter Pare, Galil
Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Treleaven, Susan Vincent, Kenneth
Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Palmer, William

Tanner, Linda
and the motion failed.

Rep. Muns moved Inexpedient to Legislate.
On a division vote, with 184 members having voted in the affirmative, and 184 in the negative, the motion failed.

CLERK’S NOTE
Pursuant to House Rule 23, the Speaker voted which created a tie vote, therefore the motion failed.

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Hoell moved that HB 246-FN, relative to uses of moneys in the renewable energy fund, be laid on the table.
Motion was adopted.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 418-FN, relative to eliminating the rebates distributed by the energy efficiency fund. WITHOUT
RECOMMENDATION
Statement in support of Ought to Pass: The Energy Efficiency Fund (EEF) is a dedicated fund created in 2008
when New Hampshire joined the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). RGGI is a regional market for
emission allowances which are sold at quarterly auctions. New Hampshire’s share of emissions allowances is
deposited into the EEF. The legislature originally intended that 100% of EEF funds would be used to support
energy efficiency, conservation, and demand response programs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions generated
in New Hampshire. Those funds are available through the NHSaves program. However, legislation passed in
2012 dictated that only the first $1 per ton of each allowance sold could be used to fund the EEF. The remaining
proceeds are rebated directly to utility ratepayers. This bill would reverse that decision and ensure that ALL
proceeds from the sale of emissions allowances are used to reduce energy demand. The committee received
testimony from New Hampshire Department of Energy that New Hampshire’s share of RGGI allowance sales
is $43 million dollars. Of that, only $3.2 million is being invested in programs to support conservation and
energy efficiency. The balance of approximately $40 million is being rebated to customers, but the typical
residential customer is currently receiving a rebate of about $1.77 a month or $21.24 a year. The committee is
unanimous in its concern about the rising price of energy and need to reduce those prices going forward. The
members of the committee who recommend OPT believe the people of New Hampshire are smart enough to
realize that a rebate of $1.77 per month will not make a big difference in their monthly budget and that the
easiest way to reduce their overall cost of energy is to invest in programs to conserve energy and make their
homes and businesses more energy efficient with a demonstrated 3:1 return on investment; exactly what the
EFF was intended to help support.

Rep. Chris Muns

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill will increase the cost of electricity by just under $40
million in the next year and will increase those costs by more than $40 million in every subsequent year. For
perspective, such an increase raises the average ratepayer bill by $25-$45 per year. The bill will likely increase
ratepayer costs over $400 million over the next ten years. This bill eliminates the Regional Greenhouse Gas
Initiative (RGGI) auction-proceeds rebate that has been in place since 2012. That rebate has saved ratepayers
$120-$160 million in the past ten years. During the past year, New Hampshire utilities have seen their costs
for electricity nearly double due to federal policies that inhibit the production and distribution of natural gas
and oil. The price of natural gas dictates the cost of electricity. Geopolitical pressures have also contributed
to a strain on supplies of natural gas. Adding additional costs to our state’s already record high electricity
bill hurts residents and businesses alike. It especially hurts the bottom tier of wage earners who may spend
as much as 40% of their paycheck on electricity, heat, and gas for the car. The General Court acted to help
ratepayers in September of 2022 with HB 2023. This bill would dilute that practical and compassionate policy.
Rep. Jeanine Notter

Rep. Muns moved Ought to Pass and spoke in favor.
Reps. Notter and Harrington spoke against.
Rep. Hoell requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.
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Coker, Matthew

Buco, Thomas
Woodcock, Stephen

Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

Cascadden, Corinne

Adjutant, Joshua
Cormen, Thomas
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Stringham, Jerry

Murray, Alissandra
Bouchard, Donald
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Freitas, Mary
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin
Lanza, Judi

Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Rombeau, Catherine
Sofikitis, Catherine
Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric

Lane, Connie

Myler, Mel
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen
Vogt, Robin

Bay, Luz
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Selig, Loren

Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Tanner, Linda
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YEAS 183 - NAYS 185

YEAS - 183
BELKNAP
Huot, David St. Clair, Charlie
CARROLL
Burroughs, Anita Paige, David
CHESHIRE
Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn
Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun
Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi
Tatro, Bruce Toll, Amanda
COOS
Kelley, Eamon Hatch, William
GRAFTON
Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather
Fellows, Sallie Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Sullivan, Jared Lovett, Peter
Muirhead, Russell Nordgren, Sharon
Sykes, George
HILLSBOROUGH
Nutting-Wong, Allison Baroody, Benjamin
Bouldin, Amanda Calabro, Karen
Ford, Damond Darby, Will
Dutzy, Sherry Elberger, Susan
Goley, Jeffrey Gregg, Alicia
Harriott-Gathright, Linda Heath, Mary
Jeudy, Jean Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly Murray, Megan
Mangipudi, Latha Ming, Ben
Nutter-Upham, Frances O'Brien, Michael
Preece, David Newman, Ray
Rung, Rosemarie Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel Dolan, William
Wilhelm, Matthew
MERRIMACK
Caplan, Tony Ebel, Karen
Gibbs, Merryl Hall, Muriel
Luneau, David MacKay, James
Payeur, Stephanie Roesener, James
Schuett, Dianne Schultz, Kristina
Wallner, Mary Jane Wolf, Dan
ROCKINGHAM
DiLorenzo, Charlotte Edgar, Michael
Grote, Jaci Hamblet, Joan
Knab, Allison Cahill, Michael
Malloy, Dennis Manos, Zoe
Muns, Chris O'Neil, Candice
Simpson, Alexis Turer, Eric
Ward, Gerald
STRAFFORD
Bixby, Peter Rich, Cecilia
Smith, Geoffrey Howard, Heath
Kenney, Cam LaMontagne, Jessica
Menear, Hoy Schmidt, Peter
Southworth, Thomas Treleaven, Susan
SULLIVAN
Cloutier, John Damon, Hope

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius
Weber, Lucy

Noél, Henry

Bolton, Bill

Hoyt, Tommy
Massimilla, Linda
Stavis, Laurel

Booras, Efstathia
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Perez, Maria
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Raymond, Heather
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Ellison, Arthur

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark

Cannon, Gerri
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Pare, Gail

Vincent, Kenneth

Palmer, William



Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
Ploszaj, Tom
Trottier, Douglas

Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Davis, Arnold
Tierney, James

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Renzullo, Andrew
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

Turcotte, Alan
McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Vandecasteele, Susan

Wallace, Scott

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

and the motion failed.
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Bogert, Steven
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Beaudoin, Richard
Varney, Peter

Belcher, Mike
McConkey, Mark

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

Merner, Troy

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Ryan, Linda
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lynn, Bob
Melvin, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

NAYS - 185

BELKNAP

Bordes, Mike
McCarter, Nikki
Smart, Lisa

CARROLL

Costable, Michael
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

COOS
Ouellet, Mike

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

MERRIMACK

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
See, Alvin

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Walsh, Lilli
Pearson, Mark
Milz, David
Piemonte, Tony
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
True, Chris
Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

SULLIVAN

Rollins, Skip
Stone, Jonathan

Comtois, Barbara
O'Hara, Travis
Terry, Paul

Crawford, Karel
Brown, Richard

Santonastaso, Matthew

King, Seth

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Hynes, Dan
Sanborn, Laurie
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Reid, Karen
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
Walsh, Thomas

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Hobson, Deborah
Perez, Kristine

Layon, Erica
McDonnell, Valerie
Ford, Oliver
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Smith, Steven
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MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Adjutant moved that HB 418-FN, relative to eliminating the rebates distributed by the energy efficiency
fund, be laid on the table.

On a division vote, with 186 members having voted in the affirmative, and 182 in the negative, the motion
was adopted.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 576-FN-A-L, establishing an energy conservation program and an energy conservation project fund and
establishing the state PACE reserve fund. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Rebecca McWilliams for Science, Technology and Energy. Commercial property assessed clean energy
(C-PACE) is a financing tool for building projects targeting energy efficiency and performance. This bill is C-
PACE enabling legislation to allow investors and private equity lenders to make loans for commercial clean
energy and energy efficiency construction projects in New Hampshire to access tools such as up a 60% federal
tax credit. Examples of projects that qualify for this type of funding are the conversion of an existing mill
building into mixed use units with a rooftop solar array, or construction of a new 5+ unit housing development
with a 40% energy use reduction beyond code. This bill uses no state money and opens up federal tax incen-
tives for Granite State property owners and developers to retrofit or build new energy efficient buildings. C-
PACE uses borrowed capital to pay for the upfront costs associated with energy efficiency or renewable energy
improvements. Unlike other project financing, the borrowed capital is repaid over time via a tax assessment
that runs with the property. The security provided by the tax assessment results in longer term financing
and transferability of the repayment obligations to the next property owner. In turn, C-PACE strengthens the
business case for investment in longer pay back and deeper building retro fits beyond what is possible with
traditional financing. C-PACE must be authorized by state legislation in order for Granite Staters to benefit
from this type of project funding. More than 30 states have adopted C-PACE enabling legislation because
of the opportunities for investment in local businesses, energy and cost savings, and job creation. Vote 14-5.

Amendment (0162h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to administration of a commercial property assessed clean energy (C-PACE) program in
a clean energy efficiency and clean energy district.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 New Paragraph; Authority; Energy Efficiency and Clean Energy Districts; C-PACE Programs. Amend
RSA 53-F:3 by inserting after paragraph VI the following new paragraph:

VII. Adoption of a clean energy efficiency and clean energy district shall include a commercial property
assessed clean energy (C-PACE) model implemented according to the most recent U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE) released best practice guidelines for PACE financing programs.

2 Energy Efficiency and Clean Energy Districts; Priority Lien and Collection. Amend RSA 53-F:8 to read
as follows:

53-F:8 Priority; Collection and Enforcement. Collection of special assessments under this chapter shall be made
by the tax collector or other official responsible for property tax or municipal service charge collection. A municipal-
ity shall commit bills for amounts due on the special assessments, including interest and any charges, to the tax
collector with a warrant signed by the appropriate municipal officials requiring the tax collector to collect them.
Each year bills for amounts due on the spec1al assessments shall comc1de Wlth bllls for property taxes or munlclpal
service charges [Fac o oW ¢

albjunior-mortgages-andtiens:] Each specml assessment lmposed under a clean energy eﬁ‘icwncy and clean
energy district program pursuant to an assessment contract, including any interest on the assessment
and any penalty, shall, upon recording of the assessment contract in the county in which the district
area is located, constitute a lien against the property on which the assessment is imposed until the
assessment, including any interest or penalty, is paid in full. The lien of the assessment contract shall
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run with the property until the assessment is paid in full and a satisfaction or release for the same has
been recorded by the town, city, or district or its program administrator and shall have the same lien
priority and status as other property tax and special assessment liens as provided in RSA 80. The town,
city, or district, or any permitted assignee, shall have all rights and remedies in the case of default or
delinquency in the payment of an assessment as it does with respect to delinquent property taxes and
other delinquent special assessments as set forth in RSA 80.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill clarifies the use of a commercial property assessed clean energy (C-PACE) model in a clean energy
efficiency and clean energy district under RSA 53-F. The bill also provides for senior lien status for clean en-
ergy efficiency and clean energy districts and for the lien of the assessment contract to run with the property
until the assessment is paid in full.
Amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 630-FN, establishing a revolving clean energy accelerator fund in the department of energy. WITHOUT
RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass: A revolving clean energy accelerator fund, also known as a Green
Bank, is a type of investment fund that provides financing to clean energy projects. The term “revolving”
refers to the fact that the fund is designed to be self-sustaining, with the capital generated from successful
investments being recycled back into new opportunities, creating a virtuous cycle of investment and growth
in the clean energy sector. The goal of a revolving Green Bank is to promote energy efficiency while providing
a financial return to investors. This bill enables creating a Green Bank to accept a portion of Infrastructure
Reinvestment Act (IRA) monies dedicated to energy efficiency projects and vehicles. We heard testimony from
Clean Energy New Hampshire that the value of clean energy projects in New Hampshire at present is around
$90 million and could be double that if not every state chooses to participate in pursing the earmarked IRA
funds. Most importantly, we cannot guarantee New Hampshire will get one penny of the potential $27 bil-
lion that will become available to the states unless we have a mechanism for receiving these funds. We do
not know when the monies will become available. We do not know all the parameters for administering the
monies. We do know that we cripple our chances of maximizing these monies without enabling legislation to
create a Green Bank as soon as feasible and throw our hat in the ring to accept IRA funds.

Rep. Lucius Parshall

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill was introduced to create a vehicle to accept proposed
federal monies for funding clean energy projects. The bill seeks to establish a “green bank” in which to deposit
Inflation Reduction Act dollars. Guidance about the use of such funds and the procedures for acquiring them
have not yet been delivered to the New Hampshire Department of Energy (NHDOE) and may not arrive for
some time. Therefore, the enabling language in this bill cannot describe a process that conforms with federal
guidance and, if enacted, could potentially conflict with such guidance. Testimony from the NHDOE foresaw
no immediate need for such a “green bank” and indicated that many other repositories would be available
to handle future federal dollars. NHDOE was unable to speculate on whether program dollars would cover
administrative costs. Designing programs that maximize access to these dollars without incurring expensive
overhead should best be left until the details of these programs become available.
Rep. Tom Ploszaj

Rep. McWilliams moved Ought to Pass and offered Floor Amendment (0488h).

Floor Amendment (0488h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT establishing a revolving green bank in the department of energy.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 New Subparagraph; Application of Receipts; Dedicated Fund; Green Bank.
Amend RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after subparagraph (387) the following new subparagraph:
(388) Moneys deposited in the green bank fund under RSA 12-P:16.
2 New Section; Green Bank. Amend RSA 12-P by inserting after section 15 the following new section:
12-P:16 Green Bank.
I. The department shall administer the green bank fund established under this section.
II. In this section:

(a) “Alternative fuel vehicle project” means any project, technology, product, service, function, or
measure that supports the development or deployment of alternative fuels used for electricity generation,
alternative fuel vehicles, and related infrastructure, including infrastructure for electric vehicle charging
stations, and that does not include the combustion of fossil fuels.
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(b) “Demand response project” means any project, technology, product, service, function, or measure
that changes the usage of electricity by retail customers from normal consumption patterns in response to:

(1) Changes in the price of electricity over time; or

(2) Incentive payments designed to induce lower electricity use at times of high market prices or
when system reliability is jeopardized.

(c) “Electrification” means the installation, construction, or use of end-use electric technology that
replaces existing technology based on fossil fuel consumption.

(d) “Energy efficiency project” means any project, technology, product, service, function, or measure
that results in the reduction of energy use required to achieve the same level of service or output obtained
before the application of the project, technology, product, service, function, or measure.

(e) “Fuel switching” means any project that replaces a heating system or industrial process using fos-
sil fuels with a system or process that uses a different non-fossil fuel and achieves lower net greenhouse gas
emissions.

(f) “Greenhouse gas” means any chemical or physical substance that is emitted into the air and that
the department determines by rule may reasonably be anticipated to cause or contribute to climate change,
including, but not limited to, carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons,
and sulfur hexafluoride.

(g) “Microgrid” means a group of interconnected loads and distributed energy resources within clearly
defined electrical boundaries that acts as a single controllable entity in a larger electrical grid and that can
connect to and disconnect from the larger grid to operate in either grid-connected or isolation mode.

(h) “Qualified projects” means the following kinds of technologies and activities that are eligible for
financing and investment from the fund:

(1) Renewable energy generation, including:

(A) Solar, wind, and geothermal projects;

(B) Projects using small-scale hydropower that produce 30 megawatts or less of electricity as
long as such a project provides 95 percent or greater efficiency for upstream and downstream passage for
diadromous fish species present downstream of the project;

(C) Projects using ocean and hydrokinetic power generation;

(D) Projects using fuel cells to store energy; and

(E) Projects that are biomass generators fueled by wood or wood waste, landfill gas or anaerobic
digestion of agricultural products, by-products, or wastes;

(2) Building energy efficiency, fuel switching, and electrification;

(3) Industrial decarbonization;

(4) Grid technology, such as storage to support clean energy distribution, including microgrids and
smart grid applications;

(5) Clean transportation, including battery electric vehicles, plug-in hybrid electric vehicles, hydro-
gen vehicles, other zero-emissions fueled vehicles, related vehicle charging and fueling infrastructure, and
low-emissions mass public transit; and

(6) Any other key areas identified by the department as consistent with the mandate of the fund
as described in paragraph III and consistent with the terms and conditions of any federal funding.

(1) “Renewable energy generation” means electricity created by sources that are continually replenished
by nature, such as the sun, wind, and water.

() “Renewable energy project” means the development, construction, deployment, alteration, or
repair of any project, technology, product, service, function, or measure that generates electric power from
renewable energy.

(k) “System efficiency project” means the development, construction, deployment, alteration or repair
of any distributed generation system, energy storage system, smart grid technology, advanced battery system,
microgrid system, fuel cell system, or combined heat and power systems.

(1) “Vulnerable communities” means:

(1) Low-income communities, defined as any geographical unit for which the United States Census
Bureau publishes sample data in which 30 percent or more of the population are individuals with low income;

(2) Low-income households, defined as a household with annual income equal to, or less than, the
greater of:

(A) An amount equal to 80 percent of the median income of the area in which the household is
located, as reported by the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development; or

(B) Two hundred percent of the Federal Poverty Guidelines.

ITI. The green bank fund is hereby established as a dedicated, specialized finance program designed to
drive private capital into market gaps for goods and services producing low or zero greenhouse gas emissions
and use finance tools to mitigate climate change; that is funded by government, public, private, or charitable
contributions; and that invests in or finances projects alone or in conjunction with other investors.
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IV. The fund shall help the state combat the causes and effects of climate change through the
rapid deployment of mature technologies and the commercialization and scaling of new technologies by
maximizing the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in the state for every dollar deployed by the fund,
including by:

(a) Providing financing support for investments in low-emissions and zero-emissions technologies and
processes in order to rapidly accelerate market penetration;

(b) Catalyzing and mobilizing private capital through public investment and supporting a more robust
marketplace for clean technologies, while minimizing competition with private investment;

(c) Enabling communities affected by climate change to benefit from and afford projects and investments
that reduce greenhouse gas emissions;

(d) Providing support for workers and communities affected by the transition to a low-carbon
economy; and

(e) Causing the rapid transition to a clean energy economy without raising energy costs to end users
and seeking to lower costs when possible.

V. The following provisions shall govern the department’s finance and investment activities of the fund:

(a) The department may provide finance and investment services, including but not limited to:

(1) Originating, evaluating, underwriting, and closing financing and investment transactions in
qualified projects;

(2) Partnering with private capital providers and capital markets to attract coinvestment from
private banks, community development financial institutions, investors, and others in order to drive new
investment into underpenetrated markets to increase the efficiency of private capital markets with respect
to investing in greenhouse gas reduction projects and to increase total investment from the fund;

(3) Managing the fund’s portfolio of assets to ensure performance and monitor risk;

(4) Ensuring appropriate debt and risk mitigation products are offered; and

(5) Overseeing prudent, noncontrolling equity investments.

(b) The department, or its partner organizations, may provide capital to qualified projects in the form of:

(1) Debt financing;

(2) Credit enhancements, including loan loss reserves and loan guarantees;

(3) Aggregation and warehousing;

(4) Equity capital;

(5) Grants; and

(6) Any other financial product approved by the department.

VI. The department shall explore the establishment of a program to provide low-interest and zero interest
loans, up to 30 years in length, to any school, municipal planning organization, or nonprofit organization seeking
financing for the acquisition of zero greenhouse gas emissions vehicle fleets, or associated infrastructure, to sup-
port zero greenhouse gas emissions vehicle fleets.

VII. The following provisions shall govern the fund’s project prioritization and requirements:

(a) While investing in projects that mitigate greenhouse gas emissions, the department shall maximize
the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in this state to the greatest extent possible for every dollar deployed
by the fund.

(b) The department shall ensure that 40 percent of investment activity from the fund is directed to
serve vulnerable communities.

VIII. The following provisions govern administration:

(a) The department may capitalize the fund with federal funds available from a national clean energy
accelerator and may accept other federal funds as available.

(b) To sustain operations, the department may use capitalization funds, financing fees, interest, repaid
loans, and other types of funding. The department may immediately use federal funds, as permitted, upon
receipt to pay for administrative costs related to administering the green bank fund.

(c) The department shall create a publicly available annual report that describes the financial activities,
greenhouse gas emissions reductions, and private capital mobilization metrics of the fund for the previous year.

(d) The department may accept and use philanthropic funds.

(e) The department may enter into contracts with third parties for the management of funds and programs.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 10 days after its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill creates a green bank administered by the department of energy, to finance goods and services
producing low or zero greenhouse gas emissions and use other financial tools to mitigate climate change.
Rep. Doug Thomas spoke against.
Rep. McWilliams spoke in favor.
On a division vote, with 186 members having voted in the affirmative, and 184 in the negative, floor
amendment (0488h) was adopted.
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The question now being adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Doug Thomas spoke against.
Rep. McWilliams spoke in favor.

On a division vote, with 185 members having voted in the affirmative, and 185 in the negative, the motion failed.
Rep. Sweeney moved Inexpedient to Legislate.

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Adjutant moved that HB 630-FN, establishing a revolving clean energy accelerator fund in the depart-
ment of energy, be laid on the table.
Rep. Berry requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 184 - NAYS 186

Coker, Matthew

Buco, Thomas
Woodcock, Stephen

Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

Cascadden, Corinne

Adjutant, Joshua
Cormen, Thomas
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Stringham, Jerry

Murray, Alissandra
Bouchard, Donald
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Freitas, Mary
Hamer, Heidi
Hynes, Dan

Foxx, Loren

Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Turcotte, Alan
Ellison, Arthur

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen
Vogt, Robin

Huot, David

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Richard
Faulkner, Barry
Monteil, Renee
Tatro, Bruce

Kelley, Eamon

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell
Sykes, George

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Bouldin, Amanda

Ford, Damond

Dutzy, Sherry

Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jack, Martin

Lanza, Judi

Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Preece, David

Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Valil, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric

Lane, Connie

Myler, Mel
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

YEAS - 184

BELKNAP
St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL
Paige, David

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Filiault, Shaun
Newell, Jodi
Toll, Amanda

COOS
Hatch, William

GRAFTON
Baldwin, Heather
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Lovett, Peter
Nordgren, Sharon

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary
Jeudy, Jean
Leapley, Nicole
Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben
O’Brien, Michael
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Spier, Carry
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

MERRIMACK
Caplan, Tony
Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
O'Neil, Candice
Turer, Eric

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius
Weber, Lucy

Noél, Henry

Bolton, Bill

Hoyt, Tommy
Massimilla, Linda
Stavis, Laurel

Booras, Efstathia
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Perez, Maria
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy

Dolan, William

Ebel, Karen

Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark



Bay, Luz
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Selig, Loren
Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Tanner, Linda

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
Ploszaj, Tom
Trottier, Douglas

Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Davis, Arnold
Tierney, James

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kenny, Catherine
Leishman, Peter
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.
Seaworth, Brian
Wolf, Dan

Ball, Lorie

Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
McDonnell, Valerie
Ford, Oliver
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

True, Chris

Vose, Michael

Yokela, Josh
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Bixby, Peter

Smith, Geoffrey
Kenney, Cam
Menear, Hoy
Southworth, Thomas

Cloutier, John

Bogert, Steven
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Beaudoin, Richard
Varney, Peter

Belcher, Mike
McConkey, Mark

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

Merner, Troy

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
See, Alvin
Wood, Clayton

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

STRAFFORD
Rich, Cecilia
Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Schmidt, Peter
Treleaven, Susan

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

NAYS - 186
BELKNAP

Bordes, Mike
McCarter, Nikki
Smart, Lisa

CARROLL

Costable, Michael
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

COOS
Ouellet, Mike

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Sanborn, Laurie
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lynn, Bob
Melvin, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

Cannon, Gerri
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Pare, Gail

Vincent, Kenneth

Palmer, William

Comtois, Barbara
O'Hara, Travis
Terry, Paul

Crawford, Karel
Brown, Richard

Santonastaso, Matthew

King, Seth

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Kennedy, Stephen
Lascelles, Richard
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Hobson, Deborah
Perez, Kristine
Walsh, Lilli
Pearson, Mark
Milz, David
Piemonte, Tony
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

31
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Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

and the motion failed.

The question now being adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate.

14 FEBRUARY 2023 HOUSE RECORD

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

STRAFFORD
Bickford, David

Harrington, Michael

Newton, Clifford

SULLIVAN

Rollins, Skip
Stone, Jonathan

Rep. Hoell requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
Ploszaj, Tom
Trottier, Douglas

Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Davis, Arnold
Tierney, James

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Kenny, Catherine
Perez, Maria
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guthrie, Joseph
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason

Bogert, Steven
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Beaudoin, Richard
Varney, Peter

Belcher, Mike
McConkey, Mark

Qualey, James
Toll, Amanda

Merner, Troy

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Hoell, J.R.
Seaworth, Brian
Wolf, Dan

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lynn, Bob
Melvin, Charles
Phillips, Emily

YEAS 187 - NAYS 182

YEAS - 187

BELKNAP

Bordes, Mike
McCarter, Nikki
Smart, Lisa

CARROLL

Costable, Michael
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer
Nutting, Zachary

COOS
Ouellet, Mike

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Sanborn, Laurie
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Ebel, Karen
Leavitt, John
See, Alvin

Wood, Clayton

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harley, Tina
Perez, Kristine
Walsh, Lilli
Pearson, Mark
Milz, David
Piemonte, Tony

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Smith, Steven

Comtois, Barbara
O'Hara, Travis
Terry, Paul

Crawford, Karel
Brown, Richard

Santonastaso, Matthew

King, Seth

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Kennedy, Stephen
Lascelles, Richard
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

McGuire, Carol
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
Walsh, Thomas

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
McDonnell, Valerie
Ford, Oliver
Popovici-Muller, Daniel



Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Coker, Matthew

Buco, Thomas
Woodcock, Stephen

Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

Cascadden, Corinne

Adjutant, Joshua
Cormen, Thomas
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Stringham, Jerry

Murray, Alissandra
Bouchard, Donald
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Freitas, Mary
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin
Lanza, Judi

Long, Patrick
Mangipudi, Latha
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

Turcotte, Alan
Gallager, Eric

Lane, Connie

Myler, Mel
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Hobson, Deborah
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Potucek, John

Roy, Terry

Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

Huot, David

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Richard
Faulkner, Barry
Monteil, Renee
Tatro, Bruce

Kelley, Eamon

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell
Sykes, George

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Bouldin, Amanda
Ford, Damond

Dutzy, Sherry

Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean

Leapley, Nicole
Howard, Molly

Ming, Ben

O'Brien, Michael
Newman, Ray

Ryan, Linda

Spier, Carry

Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Brennan, Angela
Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci
Murray, Kate

Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

SULLIVAN

Rollins, Skip
Stone, Jonathan

NAYS - 182

BELKNAP
St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL
Paige, David

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Filiault, Shaun
Newell, Jodi
Weber, Lucy

COO0Ss
Hatch, William

GRAFTON
Baldwin, Heather
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Lovett, Peter
Nordgren, Sharon

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary

Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Murray, Megan
Morton, Jennifer
Pedersen, Michael
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Dolan, William

MERRIMACK

Caplan, Tony
Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Knab, Allison

Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

True, Chris

Vose, Michael

Yokela, Josh

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Smith, Steven

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius

Noél, Henry

Bolton, Bill

Hoyt, Tommy
Massimilla, Linda
Stavis, Laurel

Booras, Efstathia
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
MacKenzie, Mark
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Ellison, Arthur

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Cahill, Michael

33
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Paige, Mark Maggiore, Jim Malloy, Dennis Manos, Zoe
McBeath, Rebecca Meuse, David Muns, Chris O'Neil, Candice
Raynolds, Ned Read, Ellen Simpson, Alexis Turer, Eric
Vallone, Mark Vogt, Robin Ward, Gerald

STRAFFORD
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Rich, Cecilia Cannon, Gerri
Fitzpatrick, Daniel Smith, Geoffrey Howard, Heath Horrigan, Timothy
Howland, Allan Kenney, Cam LaMontagne, Jessica Levesque, Cassandra
Smith, Marjorie Menear, Hoy Schmidt, Peter Pare, Gail
Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Treleaven, Susan Vincent, Kenneth
Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Palmer, William

Tanner, Linda
and the motion was adopted.
Rep. Ebel voted Yea and intended to vote Nay.

The House recessed at 11:50 a.m.

RECESS
The House reconvened at 1:00 p.m.

(Speaker Packard in the Chair)

RESOLUTION

Reps. Osborne and Wilhelm offered the following: RESOLVED, that the House of Representatives notify the
Honorable Senate that it is ready to meet in Joint Convention for the purpose of hearing the Budget Address
by his Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu.

Motion was adopted.

SENATE MESSAGE

The Senate is ready to meet with the Honorable House of Representatives in Joint Convention for the purpose
of hearing the Budget Address by his Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu.

INTRODUCTION OF SENATE
The Sergeant-at-Arms introduced the Honorable Senate and Senate President, Jeb Bradley of Wolfeboro.

JOINT CONVENTION

(Speaker Packard presiding)
The Sergeant-at-Arms introduced the Governor, his Excellency, Christopher T. Sununu.

BUDGET ADDRESS

Thank you. Good afternoon and Happy Valentine’s Day! Mr. Speaker, Mr. Senate President, Honorable mem-
bers of the House, Senate, and Executive Council, Commissioners and Departments Heads who are joining
us today and of course, my fellow citizens. Today, I am here to present my recommended budget for Fiscal
Years 2024 and 2025. This is an exciting opportunity to continue on our path of economic growth and per-
sonal liberty that we have built over the past six years. New Hampshire is the envy of the nation and the
freest state in the Union. Other governors and people ask me all the time how has New Hampshire been so
successful in keeping our economy strong even throughout COVID. I explain it’s because we don’t overly
burden our citizens with taxes and fees, and we ensure businesses can be successful without unnecessary
regulations or bureaucracy. Government is not here to guarantee a solution to your problems, but it is here
to help pave pathways of opportunity. Pathways for economic growth, pathways for educational opportunity,
pathways for lower taxes, and pathways for more personal freedoms. Over the last six years, we have taken
steps to chart a fiscally responsible, and often innovative course for our state. Those principals are guided by
the budget. It’s the roadmap for the future and a blueprint for our continued success. Across this country,
states are facing budget shortfalls and deficits. When the times were good, these states increased taxes, built
expansive new government programs without long-term strategies, and they spent like crazy, but not in here
New Hampshire. Unlike Washington, DC, we balance our budgets in the 603, just like families and busi-
nesses do. Unlike other states, we don’t raise taxes to meet our needs. We shift resources to where they are
needed most. Unlike the rest of this country, we cut taxes, we increase investments, we work together, and
we get the job done without a sales tax, without an income tax, without an estate tax, without a millionaire’s
tax. Good luck with that one Massachusetts. And soon in New Hampshire, the interest and dividends tax will
be fully phased out. But wait, there’s more. In this budget, I am recommending the complete elimination of
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the 7% consumer communications services tax. It’s outdated, regressive, and it is just high time the govern-
ment stops taxing your phone calls. Unlike this fiscal confusion in Washington, DC, this budget is fiscally
responsible and balanced, ensures a surplus with additional savings for our Rainy Day Fund, has no new
taxes of any kind, provides relief to property taxpayers, sends more cash to schools, cities, and towns, invests
in our workers, and for the first time ever, we are adjusting the education funding formula to ensure we re-
duce the property tax burden to our citizens and give kids the adequacy they deserve. You’ve heard me say
it before and you’ll hear me say it again, when it comes to government, there is no greater responsibility than
managing other people’s money. It’s not our money. It’s their money. Families across this state sweat out
their paychecks. They work hard to earn a living, and it’s our job to let them keep as much of their money as
possible, and make sure we're being efficient with their trust. When it comes to our state’s finances, times
are good. We have managed smartly, maintained our economic advantages and lived within our means. As a
result, we are proposing a smart and targeted budget that sets us all up for an even brighter future by pri-
oritizing people over programs. As a result of the pandemic, people grew restless, and started exploring new
opportunities. They quit their jobs, looked for new adventures, and tried something different. New Hampshire
state government was not immune from these challenges. Like many industries, we continue to face a work-
force shortage. Right now, our state workforce vacancy rate hovers around 20%. This budget will change that.
Today, I am announcing this budget includes an agreement between state and union representatives for an
across-the-board 10% pay increase for our state workforce. The single largest increase in state worker salaries
in nearly 50 years followed by another 2% raise next year. The success of New Hampshire is not because of
the politicians in Concord, it’s because of the commitment to customer service from our employees that allows
New Hampshire to be recognized as having America’s best return on taxpayer investment, and the most ef-
ficient government in the nation. And to our 10,000 employees, we all say thank you! Another area this
budget focuses on is investments in our long-term future, our kids. The foundation of any successful com-
munity starts with education, and today in New Hampshire, a child’s zip code does not define their chance
at success. In just the last six years we made record investments into early childhood education, signed full-
day kindergarten into law, created career academies, giving high school students access to an associate degree
at no cost, created the very successful education freedom accounts for low-income families. This budget builds
on those successes by taking on the opportunity to rebuild the education funding formula allowing us to both
reduce the property tax burden for towns across the state and increase base aid and adequacy for the first
time in history. So how can we possibly spend more money on public education than ever before yet still cut
taxes and reduce the obligation from local communities? As we say in New Hampshire, we got “wicked smaht”
about it. Right now the education funding formula is overly complicated and fundamentally imbalanced,
creating an unspent surplus each year. This proposal simplifies things. We start by increasing both base aid
and free and reduced lunch, by approximately 25% and 30% respectively over just this biennium. Overall,
New Hampshire schools will see an additional $200 million over the next two years and an additional $1 bil-
lion over the next 10 years, all with a priority towards school districts that need this aid the most. These
investments, which flow directly to local schools, will help cities and towns lower their property taxes. The
changes proposed will also have the effect of increasing funding to charter schools and doubling the opportu-
nity to our very successful education freedom accounts. We have an obligation to create doors of opportunity
and give families the ability and freedom to chart their own path forward. Let’s never forget that and have
the courage to set education funding on the right path once and for all. Critics say these programs have grown
too large. To them I say this. When a new door of opportunity is opened and our citizens race through it in
record numbers, that is not an out-of-control system, that is government finally working. That is government
finally ensuring that the system works for families and that the system meets the needs of the child, not the
other way around and that is something we should always fight for. Now believe it or not, even after these
changes are made, we still have the opportunity to invest in significant school building aid. I am proposing
a $75 million investment taken directly from the education trust fund surplus to get assistance to ensure our
buildings are as strong and reliable as the kids that count on them. We are funding kids at unprecedented
levels, we are building new classrooms, and we also have a chance to introduce new opportunities into our
curriculum to ensure our students have the next generation of workforce skills, namely computer science.
There is absolutely no job of the future that will not rely on computers or computer science in some form. The
workforce demands already outpace the available skills and these aren’t any jobs, they are high paying careers
and we can ensure every one of our children has an opportunity to capture those openings. I believe that
computer science virtually guarantees that anyone with those skills won’t end up in poverty. And who better
to learn those language skills than children. It is so much easier for kids to learn computers and computer
coding than adults, so let’s give it to them. I am proposing New Hampshire’s greatest computer science op-
portunity in history, $5 million towards a computer science initiative that creates a statewide credentialling
system and pays incentives to hundreds of new computer science teachers to become certified in their schools
at no cost. This budget also doubles down on real world applications by being the first state in America to
bring New Hampshire’s FIRST Robotics to every middle and high school classroom in the state with their
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new Experiential Robotics Platform. This exciting program allows students to grow their skills and prepare
their pathway into the workforce. I also believe understanding our system encourages participation in our
system. We need to maintain our example for America with our community-based approach to government
and community. I am proposing over $2 million to develop and update a New Hampshire-based civics cur-
riculum for our kids. And finally, I think we have an exciting opportunity to ensure we are motivating our
kids to be engaged and reach for the stars. Not all heroes wear capes, but some wore space suits. This week
I am establishing a commission and this budget allocates funding for the design and construction of a statue
of one of New Hampshire’s most revered teachers, Christa McAuliffe, to be placed right here on state house
grounds to commemorate her selfless contribution to the State of New Hampshire and the world. It’s long
overdue and will undoubtedly inspire our next generation of students every time they visit to achieve the
unimaginable. Now beyond the classroom, there continues to be a lot of opportunity to address our most
pressing needs. The demand for mental health services for adults and children remains high, not only in New
Hampshire but across the nation. That’s why this past year, the state made a landmark investment in chil-
dren’s mental health services by purchasing Hampstead Hospital. This budget continues to support that in-
vestment by providing much needed financial resources for its operations and sustainability. We are invest-
ing in juvenile peer-to-peer grief support to help students cope with the loss of their loved ones. We are
investing $2M into family resource centers to help families in crisis get the supports they need. Not unsur-
prisingly, the lack of mental health workforce continues to be something that holds us back. That’s why this
budget provides student debt relief to encourage our students to choose a future in these rewarding fields
and stay to work with New Hampshire Citizens. And we recently secured another round of state opioid re-
sponse grants, over $50 million over the next couple years, a testament to the Doorway system that we have
built to ensure wrap around rural access to care starting with prevention, to treatment and finally recovery.
Additionally, we are putting more resources than ever before into our Recovery Friendly Workforce Initiative,
which has not only outpaced its growth in our state, but just last week our team presented to all 50 states,
many of whom have already adopted this program. The Recovery Friendly Workplace Initiative is going na-
tional and we in New Hampshire are doubling our efforts here to help ensure everyone with this disease has
a chance to work and contribute. And none of these efforts are possible without the people, so we are acknowl-
edging the countless health care workers on the front lines by proposing an across-the-board Medicaid rate
increase to help recruit and retain these critical workers. And we cannot ignore our housing crisis. Last year,
the InvestNH Housing Program became the most transformative and historic housing fund this state has
ever seen. On top of that initial $100 million grant, we are dedicating an additional $30 million to InvestNH
to help meet demand and increasing investments into our Affordable Housing Fund by $25 million, ensuring
we can construct or rehabilitate more affordable housing for low and moderate-income families. And when
we talk about housing and the homeless, we always must remember our veterans. Our military service vet-
erans stood strong for us and, and we will continue to be there for them. The creation of the first of its kind
veterans campus with housing, supportive services and respite beds got underway this past year in Franklin.
And the investments we are making in workforce in this budget will help ensure that there are individuals
trained, licensed and ready to assist our veterans on this campus and in our state’s veterans’ home. We have
also included a new $8.4 million for the Department of Military and Veteran Services. We relied on New
Hampshire’s National Guard throughout the pandemic. We must now ensure that they have the resources in
place to complete their mission. With smart budgeting and fiscal responsibility comes the opportunity to use
state surplus funds for capital investments. We cannot and should not rely on these one-time funds to fund
long term programs. That would create huge problems down the road. Too many states get caught up in one-
time windfalls and create unsustainable government programs that then must be funded by higher taxes on
their citizens in the future. The buy now, pay later mentality is not how we do things in New Hampshire,
which means we spend one-time revenue on one-time projects. By budgeting accordingly, we avoid irrespon-
sibly growing the size of government and burdening our taxpayers with long-term liabilities. With the numer-
ous one-time infrastructure investments this budget and the capital budget includes, we will be adding ap-
proximately $180 million to the Rainy Day Fund by the close of Fiscal Year 2025. Building up our reserves
during the good times we are currently experiencing will ensure that any future downturns will impact the
state in the smallest degree possible. And lastly, before we close out, this budget continues to send a message
to businesses across this country that New Hampshire remains a hub of innovation. Here in the Granite
State, we listen to and work with the businesses that are the bedrock of our communities. After years of cut-
ting thousands of pieces of big government red tape, we continue to find efficiencies and streamline improve-
ments to the Office of Professional Licensure and Certification. This budget includes landmark legislation to
grant universal license recognition for the professions in New Hampshire that require a license. If you have
a substantially similar license and are in good standing in another state, there’s no reason you shouldn’t have
a license on day one in New Hampshire. If a small business owner needs a license to do their job or operate
their business in their current state, New Hampshire will recognize their license here, incentivizing working
professionals across the nation to move to New Hampshire. This won’t be easy. I appreciate that we are fight-
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ing every entrenched politically connected bureaucracy that seeks to stifle competition, but that isn’t the
embodiment of the Live Free or Die spirit. I am proposing to fully remove 34 different outdated licenses from
state government, eliminating 14 underutilized regulatory boards, and almost 700 unnecessary statutory
provisions. The state doesn’t license the contractor who frames your house, but for some reason we license
the person who plants a rosebush in your front yard. Not anymore. Less red tape and more commonsense,
that’s how we grow our businesses and our economy, that’s the New Hampshire way. Furthermore, my bud-
get creates an independent Office of Regulatory Review and Government Efficiency to be a watchdog to
eliminate and prevent frivolous rules and regulations as well as to find efficiencies within state government.
We are committed to breaking down regulatory barriers, lowering the cost of entry to do business here, in-
creasing free-market competition, and signaling to the rest of America that New Hampshire is the #1 state
in America for economic freedom. In the next few months, I look forward to working closely with members of
both parties as we deliver for the people of our state a fiscally responsible, balanced budget with no new
taxes and no new fees. We are here to design systems, create efficiencies, put people over programs, and
deliver results for the citizens who sent us to Concord. We cannot let this budget process be hijacked by
politics, and we cannot let the budget serve as a vehicle for partisan maneuvering. It must be about the in-
dividual, our employees, our children and our taxpayers. Washington is broken. They can barely manage to
keep the government running, but that’s not how we do it in New Hampshire. Our citizens demand excellence,
accountability, and transparency and that’s what we are going to deliver for them with this budget. Thank
you, God bless you, and God bless the great State of New Hampshire!

Rep. Osborne and Sen. Carson moved that the Joint Convention arise.

Motion was adopted.

The Joint Convention adjourned.

HOUSE SESSION
(Speaker Packard in the Chair)
REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 260-FN, prohibiting the operation of motor vehicles by drivers with animals on their laps. MAJORITY:
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. John Sellers for the Majority of Transportation. The majority recommends this bill to be found Inexpedi-
ent to Legislate because it is trying to add one-off legislation. The sponsor of this bill was asking the commit-
tee to create a distracted driver law for one type of offense, an animal in a driver’s lap while driving. Since
there wasn’t any data or statistics of any accidents or deaths caused by a distracted driver, it is unknown if
animals in a driver’s lap causes a distraction. What may be a distraction for one person is not for another.
The committee believes creating a single law for every type of offense is unrealistic. There was not enough
information provided that demonstrates this is a real problem in New Hampshire. Vote 13-7.

Rep. Dru Fox for the Minority of Transportation. It is the position of the minority that safety is of utmost
importance. Driving with an animal on your lap is deemed distracted driving, is unsafe and is easily iden-
tifiable by law enforcement. This law would eliminate the guess work of defining distracted driving. In the
interest of safety to the public, passengers in a car, the driver, and the animal, we believe this bill should be
found ought to pass.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.

Rep. Bordes spoke against.

Rep. Sellers spoke in favor.

Rep. Santonastaso requested a roll call; not sufficiently seconded.

On a division vote, with 194 members having voted in the affirmative, and 172 in the negative, the majority
committee report was adopted.

HB 374-FN, relative to the application process for driver’s licenses and the privacy of motor vehicle records.
MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Ted Gorski for the Majority of Transportation. Providing driver’s licenses and ID cards to illegal aliens
or to asylum applicants, rather than asylum recipients, is bad public policy and undermines the purposes
and objectives of federal immigration law. Federal law clearly states under what circumstances a person
may legally reside in the United States. An illegal alien, by definition does not possess lawful immigration
status or lawful presence and is subject to immediate removal. Granting a driver’s license or ID card to
illegal aliens treats them as if they are lawfully present in the U.S. and facilitates further illegal conduct.
Asylum applicants may have entered the country legally or illegally, but then make an application to the
federal government claiming a “well-founded fear of persecution” in their home country. Driver’s licenses
and ID cards are useful to create an appearance of lawful presence and serves as the virtual passport to the
nation, opening many doors that would otherwise be unavailable. In addition to giving an individual the
ability to travel freely throughout the country, it is also used for countless other purposes like registering
to vote and applying for government benefits, as well as for establishing bank and credit card accounts.
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Giving illegal aliens and asylum applicants driver’s licenses or ID cards provides them with the major form
of identification used by U.S. citizens. The bottom line is that granting illegal aliens driver’s licenses aids
and abets their efforts to live and work illegally in the United States. Finally, granting a driver’s license
and ID card to illegal aliens or asylum applicants accommodates and rewards those who violate our im-
migration laws and encourages others to follow the same path. States that grant driver’s licenses and ID
cards to illegal aliens give prospective immigrants little incentive to pursue legal paths to immigration
when they can sidestep the process and gain the same benefits. For these reasons the majority recommend
inexpedient to legislate on this bill. Vote 11-9.

Rep. George Sykes for the Minority of Transportation. The minority believes that testing those who might
otherwise be able to drive from the more than 14,000 undocumented persons as to their ability to drive safely
is of paramount importance. This is a public safety measure. Over 100 people signed in electronically in sup-
port, with only 2 opposed. We have heard in the past strong testimony from police chiefs in support of this bill.
Support which recognizes that this bill would greatly assist their community policing efforts. The American
Friends Service Committee, the ACLU, as well as Churches and Immigrant’s Rights groups also supported
the bill. Their support recognizes that the bill improves public safety and provides for expanded social and
economic justice. Passage of the bill would allow many more people to register their automobiles and purchase
insurance too. What the bill does not do is grant any further privileges beyond driving privileges. The reality
is that it will only prove a person’s identity, their residence, their age, and that they’ve passed a driving test.
More than 20 other states and the District of Columbia have made provisions such as this. This bill will add
to the efforts previously passed by this legislature to expand driving privileges to the people who live in the
state, for example the homeless. Holders of this license will join the already existing more than 29,000 non-
citizens who currently hold driving privileges in this state.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.

Rep. Sykes spoke against.

Rep. Gorski spoke in favor.

On a division vote, with 191 members having voted in the affirmative, and 179 in the negative, the majority
committee report was adopted.

HB 388-FN, relative to number plates for motor vehicles. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Daniel Veilleux for the Majority of Transportation. All law enforcement agencies and administrative
departments opposed this bill. The testimony stated that not having a front license plate complicates toll
collections and makes vehicle identification in police enforcement more difficult, especially in cases where
the rear plate is obscured by bike racks, equipment, trailers, etc. Tolls involving vehicles hauling trailers
are particularly difficult as tolls can only be billed to the owner of the vehicle hauling the trailers. When
the rear plate is obscured, toll revenue is lost from the hauling vehicle as well as the additional toll for the
trailer. Vote 11-9.

Rep. Charlie St. Clair for the Minority of Transportation. This bill would remove the requirement that
non-commercial vehicles display a front license plate. This is already allowed in New Hampshire on a
limited basis. When towns have milestone anniversaries, the front plate may be removed and replaced
with a commemorative plate and may stay on for a year. The committee was presented with concerns
from law enforcement regarding easily identifying vehicles but cited no data from the 21 states which do
not require front plates, including Vermont. The fiscal note on the bill assumes that the Department of
Motor Vehicles (DMV) would sell fewer license plates. The bill makes no such change. It simply removes
the requirement that the front plate be attached to the vehicle. Additionally, some specialty and newer
cars do not have a front plate bracket. To attach a front plate, dealers or owners destroy the front fascia
of the car by drilling into it. This devalues the car unnecessarily.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Rep. Hoell spoke against and yielded to questions.

Rep. Sykes spoke in favor.

Rep. Santonastaso requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 191 - NAYS 181

YEAS - 191
BELKNAP
Bogert, Steven Trottier, Douglas Varney, Peter
CARROLL
Buco, Thomas Burroughs, Anita Crawford, Karel Paige, David

McAleer, Chris Brown, Richard Woodcock, Stephen



Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Monteil, Renee
Schapiro, Joe

Davis, Arnold
Tierney, James

Adjutant, Joshua
Cormen, Thomas
Murphy, James
Nordgren, Sharon

Murray, Alissandra
Bradley, Amy

Ford, Damond
Dutzy, Sherry
Freitas, Mary
Gregg, Alicia

Heath, Mary

Juris, Louis

LeClerc, Daniel
Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Petrigno, Peter
Rombeau, Catherine
Sofikitis, Catherine
Veilleux, Daniel

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Shurtleff, Steve

Balboni, Peggy
Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Khan, Aboul
Pearson, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Pratt, Kevin
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

Bay, Luz

Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Howland, Allan
Menear, Hoy
Southworth, Thomas

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
O'Hara, Travis
St. Clair, Charlie

Avellani, Lino
McConkey, Mark
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Ames, Richard
Faulkner, Barry
Newell, Jodi
Tatro, Bruce

Kelley, Eamon

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Stavis, Laurel

Baroody, Benjamin
Chretien, Jacqueline
Darby, Will

Elberger, Susan
Griffin, Gerald

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Perez, Maria
Morton, Jennifer
O'Brien, Michael
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Staub, Kathy

Dolan, William

Caplan, Tony
Gibbs, Merryl
MacKay, James
Roesener, James
Soucy, Timothy

Thomas, Douglas

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius
Toll, Amanda

COO0Ss
Hatch, William

GRAFTON
Baldwin, Heather
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Massimilla, Linda
Stringham, Jerry

HILLSBOROUGH

Booras, Efstathia
Cornell, Patricia
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred
Goley, Jeffrey
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin
Lanza, Judi
Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Moulton, Candace
Panek, Sandra
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK
Ebel, Karen
Hall, Muriel
Myler, Mel
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

DiLorenzo, Charlotte

Gilman, Julie Grossman, Gaby
Haskins, Linda Murray, Kate
Knab, Allison Cahill, Michael
Maggiore, Jim Malloy, Dennis
Meuse, David Muns, Chris
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Raynolds, Ned
Cahill, Tim Turer, Eric
STRAFFORD
Bixby, Peter Rich, Cecilia

Smith, Geoffrey
LaMontagne, Jessica
Schmidt, Peter
Treleaven, Susan

Cloutier, John
Stapleton, Walter

Bordes, Mike
Huot, David
Ploszaj, Tom
Terry, Paul

Belcher, Mike
Peternel, Katy

Howard, Heath
Levesque, Cassandra
Pare, Gail

Vincent, Kenneth

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope
Tanner, Linda
NAYS - 181

BELKNAP

Coker, Matthew
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Beaudoin, Richard

CARROLL
Costable, Michael
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Fox, Dru
Jones, Philip
Qualey, James
Weber, Lucy

Noél, Henry

Bolton, Bill
Hoyt, Tommy
Morse, Corinne
Sykes, George

Bouchard, Donald
Creighton, Jim
DiSilvestro, Linda
Fedolfi, Jim
Gorski, Ted
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean
Leapley, Nicole
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Pedersen, Michael
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Ellison, Arthur
Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schultz, Kristina
Wolf, Dan

Drago, Mike

Grote, Jaci
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Paige, Mark
Manos, Zoe
O'Neil, Candice
Pearson, Stephen
Vogt, Robin

Cannon, Gerri
Horrigan, Timothy
Smith, Marjorie
Selig, Loren

Wall, Janet

Merchant, Gary

Comtois, Barbara
McCarter, Nikki
Smart, Lisa

Smith, Jonathan
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Hunt, John
Nutting, Zachary

Merner, Troy

Berezhny, Lex
Sullivan, Jared
Sellers, John

Lekas, Alicia
Ammon, Keith
Bouldin, Amanda
Cushman, Leah
Healey, Robert
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Post, Lisa
Seibert, Christine
Spier, Carry
Ulery, Jordan

Turcotte, Alan
McGuire, Carol
Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie
DeSimone, Debra
Edwards, Jess
Harley, Tina
Janvrin, Jason
Layon, Erica
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Roy, Terry
Sweeney, Joe
True, Chris
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Phinney, Brandon

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter
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Rhodes, Jennifer

Quellet, Mike

Brown, Carroll
Ladd, Rick
Simon, Matthew

Nutting-Wong, Allison
King, Bill
Calabro, Karen
Kelley, Diane
Hynes, Dan
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Proulx, Mark
Seidel, Sheila
Lekas, Tony
Wheeler, Jonah

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

Bernardy, JD
Donnelly, Tanya
Emerick, Tracy
Hobson, Deborah
Perez, Kristine
Love, David
Melvin, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Potucek, John
Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
Tudor, Paul
Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Kenney, Cam
Pitre, Joseph

Drye, Margaret
Stone, Jonathan

CHESHIRE

Santonastaso, Matthew

COO0Ss
King, Seth

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Muirhead, Russell

HILLSBOROUGH

Abare, Kimberly
Berry, Ross
Colcombe, Riché
Erf, Keith
Infantine, William
Sanborn, Laurie
McLean, Mark
Pauer, Diane
Reid, Karen
Sheehan, Vanessa
Mannion, Tom
Wherry, Robert

MERRIMACK

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Hoell, J.R.
Boyd, Stephen
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Doucette, Fred
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lynn, Bob

Milz, David
Piemonte, Tony
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Dolan, Tom
Vallone, Mark
MacDonald, Wayne

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

SULLIVAN
Rollins, Skip

and the majority committee report was adopted.

SENATE MESSAGE

CONCURRENCE

Thackston, Dick

Greeson, Jeffrey
Rochefort, David

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Corcoran, Travis
Gagne, Larry
Kennedy, Stephen
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Plett, Fred
Renzullo, Andrew
Sirois, Shane
Tenczar, Jeffrey

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Leavitt, John
Schamberg, Thomas
Testerman, Dave

Mannion, Dennis
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Janigian, John

Walsh, Lilli
McDonnell, Valerie
Ford, Oliver
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Read, Ellen
Summers, James
Tripp, Richard
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Newton, Clifford

Smith, Steven

SB 1-FN-A, relative to the closing of the Sununu youth services center, making appropriations thereof, and
establishing a commission to study community impacts of the secured youth development center.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 597-FN, relative to race and ethnicity data on driver’s licenses, and race and ethnicity data collection.
WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION
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Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This bill would allow for a driver at license renewal to opt in and
provide their ethnicity and race information to be on their driver’s license. Currently no data is being col-
lected statewide. Accurate data will help identify trends in who and where folks are being stopped, and their
self-identified ethnicity and race information will be available on a statewide basis. The bill was supported
by a wide range of public safety organizations and non-profit groups including the New Hampshire State
Police, the ACLU, the New Hampshire Chiefs of Police Association, the NAACP, and the New Hampshire
Department of Justice. The New Hampshire Department of Motor Vehicles testified that they will be able to
implement the program.
Rep. George Sykes

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: Supporters of inexpedient to legislate believe that this bill
does not contain all of the data needed to create any meaningful statistics. The bill allows for collection of
data but not require all drivers to provide race and ethnicity data. Ethnicity by itself leaves room for further
errors because ethnicity is subjective. Since the data collected will be voluntary it will not provide reliable
reports of statistical data to anyone who reviews it. This could, in turn, cause police departments or the public
to conclude an outcome that is not correct.

Rep. John Sellers

Rep. Sykes moved Ought to pass and spoke in favor.
Rep. Steven Smith spoke against.
On a division vote, with 172 members having voted in the affirmative, and 200 in the negative, the motion failed.

Rep. Sellers moved Inexpedient to Legislate.
Motion was adopted.

HB 34-FN, relative to raising the age of marriage to eighteen. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGIS-
LATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Jodi Nelson for the Majority of Children and Family Law. The majority of the committee supports a
motion of Inexpedient to Legislate for the following reasons: the number of minors marrying per year in
New Hampshire is very minimal, zero in the past two years. The process in which minors can be granted
permission to marry is a significant process, including consent of all parents, interviews and ultimately a
decision by a judge. The minors are legally protected because in New Hampshire, the certificate of marriage
provides evidence of a minor’s emancipation. Vote 8-7.

Rep. Cassandra Levesque for the Minority of Children and Family Law. The minority of the committee sees
the importance of this bill. This bill will allow New Hampshire to join other states in ending child marriage,
protecting the children of New Hampshire, and allowing them to be children.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.

Rep. Levesque spoke against.

Rep. Nelson spoke in favor.

On a division vote, with 188 members having voted in the affirmative, and 184 in the negative, the majority
committee report was adopted.

(Rep. Steven Smith in the Chair)

HB 560-FN-A, establishing a contact person notification program to assist law enforcement personnel who
have contact with a person with mental or physical disabilities and making an appropriation therefor. OUGHT
TO PASS.

Rep. Karen Reid for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill requires the Division of State Police to
establish a contact person notification program to assist law enforcement personnel who have contact with a
person with mental or physical disabilities by letting them know in advance that they may be dealing with
such a person prior to arriving at a call. This is a voluntary citizen participation program that has bipartisan
support. This bill is beneficial for both law enforcement and citizens, and in the view of the committee, will
almost certainly save lives. There is a one-time appropriation for the purchase of the software module and a
small amount to be used for advertising and then it costs nothing going forward. Vote 19-0.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass.
Committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 309-FN, relative to civil rights education in public elementary and secondary schools. MAJORITY: IN-
EXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Oliver Ford for the Majority of Education. This bill adds instructional requirements for civil rights and
acts of discrimination injustice to the course of instruction in schools concerning national and state history and
government. This bill is similar to HB 1632 as submitted to the Education Committee in 2022 that received a
committee recommendation of Interim Study. This bill states that “curriculum shall include an additional unit
of instruction studying other acts of discriminatory injustice, such as genocide, elsewhere around the globe. This
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unit shall include, but not be limited to, the Armenian genocide, the Holocaust, Chinese coolie labor in Cuba,
the Uighurs in China, the Rohingya of Burma and others.” As stated in RSA 193-E:2, IV, “[a]ln adequate educa-
tion shall provide all students with the opportunity to acquire: knowledge of civics and government, economics,
geography, history, and Holocaust and genocide education to enable them to participate in the democratic pro-
cess and to make informed choices as responsible citizens.” Consequently, the section of this bill that references
“Holocaust and genocide” is not needed as this area of study is already addressed in statute and again required
as part of an adequate education in the “Substantive Educational Content of an Adequate Education.” Lastly,
the committee received written testimony from the Turkish Consulate, Consul General, Boston agreeing that
elimination of all forms of discrimination surely stands as an important goal to achieve; however, the content of
the bill, as it stands, may not serve that noble purpose. The Consul General, after referencing international law
and the “so-called” Armenian genocide, states that using this terminology in the bill would be legally wrong and
misleading. It is the opinion of the Consul General that any reference to the “so-called Armenian genocide” in
this particular bill would run the risk of politicizing education curriculum. The outcome of this bill would also
potentially risk the exposure of the children of the law-abiding Turkish American community of New Hampshire
to discrimination and disenfranchisement in schools and elsewhere. Vote 12-8.

Rep. Mike Belcher for the Minority of Education. The minority reflects a belief that a requirement of instruc-
tion in civil rights era topics, as both history and civics subject matter, and the inclusion of certain named
world-historic injustices and genocides, is consistent with local control of curriculum, as no specific materials,
hour requirements, nor costs are associated with it. The minority further reflects a belief that this subject
requirement is in the interest of the state in affirming the necessary ethics and presuppositions of the New
Hampshire and US Constitutions and Bill of Rights. Further, countering ongoing efforts to re-institute dis-
criminatory practices, ongoing scapegoating of populations, other phenomena that threaten the social fabric,
and mitigating issues that have contributed to a significant dissatisfied parent demographic are also an ar-
ticulable state interest. The minority expressed broad interest in an amendment to this bill.

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Ladd moved that HB 309-FN, relative to civil rights education in public elementary and secondary
schools, be laid on the table.
On a division vote, with 183 members having voted in the affirmative, and 184 in the negative, the motion failed.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.

Rep. Layon spoke against.

Rep. Luneau spoke in favor.

On a division vote, with 253 members having voted in the affirmative, and 118 in the negative, the majority
committee report was adopted.

HB 419-FN-A, relative to the math learning communities program of the community college system and
making an appropriation therefor. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Rick Ladd for Education. This program is a two-tier strategy to strengthen the math skills of high school
juniors and seniors who are often reluctant math learners and are most likely not to be candidates for higher level
mathematics beyond basic algebra. Towards the end of the 10 grade, students who would benefit from additional
mathematics instruction to strengthen and expand the students’ foundational skills and understanding of how to
successfully apply fundamental mathematical learning, are provided the opportunity to enroll in a course titled
“Advanced Mathematical Foundations” in the 11** grade. This course involves and teaches fundamental knowledge
and skills in the following subject areas: Algebra, Geometry, Probability and Statistics. Instructional practices rely
upon course material that emphasizes applied reasoning and practical applications of the skills learned. Upon
entering the 12 grade, these students complete “Quantitative Reasoning,” a credit, concurrent enrollment course
offered with the Community College System of New Hampshire (CCSNH). A student who successfully completes
this course by earning a “C” grade or better, will receive college credit transferable to 2-year colleges and most
senior colleges and universities. This program is needed, as it is a viable and proven program that will certainly
raise math understanding among students needing supportive assistance while reversing declining math score
which has been declining over the past decade and needs to be reversed. The program provides management
and supervision from the CCSNH, and high school math teachers are provided pre-testing materials, curriculum
materials, and professional development during the summer at NHTI, to include a summer stipend and travel
mileage support. This program is highly recommended by the New Hampshire Department of Education, CCSNH,
and has unanimous support from the Education Committee. Vote 20-0.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass.
Committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 420-FN-A, relative to the availability and funding for the dual and concurrent enrollment program by
the community college system and making an appropriation therefor. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
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Rep. Rick Ladd for the Majority of Education. The New Hampshire Dual and Concurrent Enrollment Program
is a proven program. This program offers dual and concurrent enrollment opportunities in three primary ways:
through the Running Start Program where students take college level courses as a part of their high school day
that are taught by high school teachers whose educational credentials meet college level requirements; eStart
where students take dual-credit courses offered online and taught by Community College System of New Hamp-
shire (CCSNH) instructors; and Early College where high school students attend a community college campus.
Running Start and eStart are offered at $150 per course, and Early College is offered at one half the regular
rate, a significant savings for students and families compared to traditional costs associated with attendance
after high school graduation. This program began in 2019, with an appropriation from the legislature of $1.5M
per year. At that time, the program provided only science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) courses
and was available just to 11'" and 12" grade students. A student was allowed to take two courses per year. Last
year, the legislature broadened support to include funding for career and technical education (CTE) courses.
High School eligibility has been extended to include students in the 10*, 11%", and 12t grades, and this bill also
extends the enrollment opportunity for a student to take up to five courses per year. The program will now en-
able a high school student to also enroll in non-STEM courses, which could not be offered in 2019 due to limited
resources and costs. The program is now an absolute success, and through this opportunity, more students are
remaining in New Hampshire to attain a post-secondary education: courses, certification and degrees. Increasing
the state appropriation to $3.25M per year enables 10" grade students to participate, provides students wider
course offerings, and enables the CCSNH to bring innovative solutions that will challenge access to many high
schools not positioned to offer dual enrollment courses. This bill will eliminate some of these district disparities.
The bipartisan majority of the education committee overwhelmingly supports this bill. Vote 19-1.

Rep. Mike Belcher for the Minority of Education. The minority is concerned that the elimination of the career
and technical education (CTE)/science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) requirement from this
program serves to significantly alter the nature of the program, that it is likely to shift away from state in-
terests in filling open jobs and move towards general incentivization of, and state funding for, post-secondary
education in which no state interest is discerned by the minority.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass.
Rep. Santonastaso requested a roll call; not sufficiently seconded.
Majority committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

ENROLLED BILL REPORT

The Committee on Enrolled Bills has examined and found correctly enrolled Senate Bill numbered 1.
Rep. Osborne, Sen. Avard for the Committee

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 429-FN-L, requiring the offering of breakfast and lunch in all public and chartered public schools. WITH-
OUT RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: The purpose of the bill and amendment is to require
all public-school districts in the state to offer a breakfast and lunch program under the Federal National
School Breakfast Program (SBP) and the National School Lunch Program (NSLP). The amendment removes
charter schools from the bill’s requirements. Currently, 456 schools participate in the National School Lunch
Program. Under the program, 27 schools provide lunch but not breakfast, and 6 provide neither. Income
guidelines are in place for eligibility for both free and reduced-price meals under the program. This bill is
the result of an Education Committee subcommittee that met throughout the summer and fall investigat-
ing the role that schools can play in feeding children in our state. Approval of the bill and amendment will
ensure that the children of every New Hampshire public school family of limited means can be provided with
a healthy breakfast and lunch.

Rep. Arthur Ellison

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill would require all public schools to participate in the
National School Breakfast Program (SBP) and to make both breakfast and lunch available to all students. Cur-
rently, of the 456 schools that offer lunch under the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), only 27 schools
provide lunch but do not also offer breakfast under the SBP. Six public schools do not operate either a NSLP
or SBP. Under this bill, 27 schools would need to implement a SBP and 6 would need to operate both a NSLP
and an SBP. However, there is no information about whether any of the schools without a SBP are not already
providing breakfast, albeit not under the federal guidelines. It is impossible to know whether the goal - that
those students who need breakfast can get it - is not already being met. Because this bill mandates compli-
ance, it could create a Part I, Article 28-a constitutional issue if the costs of implementing the new programs
and complying with federal standards fall to the local districts. Each local school board is responsible for the
operation and funding of all programs and services offered by the district. In accordance with RSA 189:11-a, the
local school board may provide meals that meet minimum, nutritional standards to students through programs
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other than the National School Lunch Program or the School Breakfast Program. This is a local decision made

by locally elected school board members and citizens in accordance with the statutory waiver process. This is

a “one size fits all” policy that negates the many unique operational characteristics of Granite State schools.
Rep. Margaret Drye

Rep. Ellison moved Ought to Pass and offered Amendment (0170h).

Amendment (0170h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT requiring the offering of breakfast and lunch in all school districts.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Schools; Food and Nutrition Programs. Amend RSA 189:11-a, I to read as follows:

I. Each school board shall make [at1east-one-meal] breakfast and lunch available during school hours
to every pupil under its jurisdiction. Such meals shall be served without cost or at a reduced cost to any child
who meets federal income eligibility guidelines. The state board of education shall ensure compliance with
this section and shall establish minimum nutritional standards for such meals as well as income guidelines
set for the family size used in determmlng ellgib1lity for free and reduced price meals [Not—h—mg—rn—t—l‘rrs—sect—roﬁ

2 Schools Food and Nutritlon Programs Amend RSA 189 11 -a, VII(a) to read as follows
VII.(a) Each school district [which-participates] shall participate in the National School Breakfast Pro-
gram unless the school district is granted a waiver by the department to implement its own breakfast/
lunch program, for which the school district shall comply with the minimum nutritional standards
for such meals as well as income guidelines set for the family size used in determining eligibility.
Each school district shall maintain annual statistics on the number of breakfast meals served to pupils.
3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill requires school districts to offer both breakfast and lunch programs to students, and allows a
district to receive a waiver if it implements its own breakfast/lunch program.
Amendment failed.

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Ellison moved that HB 429-FN-L, requiring the offering of breakfast and lunch in all public and chartered
public schools, be laid on the table.

On a division vote, with 190 members having voted in the affirmative, and 173 in the negative, the motion
was adopted.

(Speaker Packard in the Chair)
REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 430-FN-L, relative to applications for the education freedom accounts program. WITHOUT RECOM-
MENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass: The bill limits applications for Education Freedom Accounts (EFAs)
to students who are presently enrolled in public school for at least one year or will be entering kindergarten
or first grade. Information provided by the Department of Education suggests of the 3,200 students currently
enrolled in the EFA program, only about 100 students made the decision to leave their public school because
of the availability of public taxpayer money to pay for a private education. The vast majority of EFA students
had already left public school prior to the start of the EFA program or were likely to choose a private educa-
tion regardless of the EFA. The existing law has enabled a taxpayer-funded private tuition rebate program.
The bill restores the program back to its intended purpose of providing “school choice” options to students
and their families.

Rep. David Luneau

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill would restrict the successful Education Freedom
Accounts program to only those students who are currently attending a New Hampshire public school for a
minimum of one year. The impact would be to exclude students who were not currently attending a public
school. Students who had already left a public school for an education option that met their needs would no
longer be eligible for the program. Many questions were left unanswered in the executive session. What about
students just moving to New Hampshire? What about New Hampshire students on the VT or ME borders
who attend approved schools in those states under tuition agreements? This bill has too many unanswered
questions in addition to the exclusion of families trying to find the best education for their children.
Rep. Glenn Cordelli

Rep. Luneau moved Ought to Pass and spoke in favor.
Rep. McDonnell requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.



Coker, Matthew

Buco, Thomas
Woodcock, Stephen

Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Newell, Jodi
Toll, Amanda

Kelley, Eamon

Adjutant, Joshua
Cormen, Thomas
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Stringham, Jerry

Murray, Alissandra
Bouchard, Donald
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Perez, Maria
Morton, Jennifer
O'Brien, Michael
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda

Spier, Carry
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Turcotte, Alan
Ellison, Arthur

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen
Vogt, Robin

Bay, Luz
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Selig, Loren
Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William

14 FEBRUARY 2023 HOUSE RECORD

Huot, David

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Richard

Faulkner, Barry
Parshall, Lucius
Weber, Lucy

Hatch, William

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell
Sykes, George

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Bouldin, Amanda
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Freitas, Mary
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin
Lanza, Judi

Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Moulton, Candace
Pedersen, Michael
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Dolan, William

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

Bixby, Peter

Smith, Geoffrey
Kenney, Cam
Menear, Hoy
Southworth, Thomas

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

YEAS 185 - NAYS 185

YEAS - 185
BELKNAP
St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL
Paige, David

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Germana, Nicholas
Schapiro, Joe

COO0S
Noél, Henry

GRAFTON
Baldwin, Heather
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Lovett, Peter
Nordgren, Sharon

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Bradley, Amy

Ford, Damond
Dutzy, Sherry

Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean
Leapley, Nicole
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK
Caplan, Tony
Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM
Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
O'Neil, Candice
Turer, Eric

STRAFFORD
Rich, Cecilia
Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Schmidt, Peter
Treleaven, Susan

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Monteil, Renee
Tatro, Bruce

Bolton, Bill

Hoyt, Tommy
Massimilla, Linda
Stavis, Laurel

Booras, Efstathia
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary

Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Valil, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

Ebel, Karen

Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark

Cannon, Gerri
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Pare, Gail

Vincent, Kenneth

Merchant, Gary

45



46 14 FEBRUARY 2023 HOUSE RECORD

NAYS - 185

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Bordes, Mike Comtois, Barbara
Dumais, Russell Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki QO’Hara, Travis
Ploszaj, Tom Beaudoin, Richard Smart, Lisa Terry, Paul
Trottier, Douglas Varney, Peter

CARROLL

Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Hunt, John
Santonastaso, Matthew

Davis, Arnold

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia

King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith

Gorski, Ted
Kennedy, Stephen
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.
See, Alvin

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
McDonnell, Valerie
Ford, Oliver
Piemonte, Tony
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Stapleton, Walter

and the motion failed.
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CLERK’S NOTE
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The Speaker voted creating a tied vote, and pursuant to House Rule 23, the motion failed.

Rep. Sweeney moved Inexpedient to Legislate.

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Adjutant moved that HB 430-FN-L, relative to applications for the education freedom accounts program,

be laid on the table.

Rep. Verville requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.
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STRAFFORD
Ankarberg, Aidan Bailey, Glenn Bickford, David Burnham, Claudine
Connor, James Granger, Michael Harrington, Michael Horgan, James
Kaczynski, Thomas Turcotte, Len Newton, Clifford Phinney, Brandon
Pitre, Joseph Potenza, Kelley

SULLIVAN

Aron, Judy Drye, Margaret Rollins, Skip Spilsbury, Walter
Stapleton, Walter Stone, Jonathan

and the motion was adopted.
Rep. Seaworth declared a conflict of interest and did not participate.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT'D

HB 487-FN, establishing a New Hampshire farm-to-school reimbursement program. WITHOUT RECOM-
MENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: This bill establishes a state program through the
Department of Education to reimburse schools up to $1,200 for the purchase of locally grown and produced food
products like meats, vegetables, and fruits as part of the cafeteria offerings and snacks. Students will have access
to fresh, nutritious, locally grown, and produced food products like meats, vegetables, and fruits. Feeding our
children local foods, teaching them about our local food economy helps students thrive and succeed. Local farm-
ers and producers will have new market opportunities, increased connections with students, their communities
and schools as well as receiving more financial support to grow the local agricultural economy. This program is
a win-win-win-win for students, schools, our local farmers and producers, and New Hampshire’s food economy.

Rep. Linda Tanner

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill establishes a New Hampshire farm-to-school reim-
bursement program as part of the National School Lunch Program and makes an appropriation therefor. It
would require the Department of Education to hire a staff person to manage the program. It is unsure if there
are enough farms in the state to supply the program or if enough food is grown within the state to make this
a worthwhile endeavor. There are 149 schools in New Hampshire voluntarily participating in farm to school
programming; of those, 76.5% serve local food, 73.5% provide food, nutrition or agricultural education, 55%
have edible gardens, and nearly 50% hold student field trips to farms, taste tests, and cooking demos. The
cost of establishing such a program is unnecessary when schools can contract with local farmers and develop
their own local gardening curriculum as they see fit.
Rep. Katy Peternel

Rep. Tanner moved Ought to Pass and offered Amendment (0103h).

Amendment (0103h)
Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:

2 Appropriation. The sum of $745,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024 is hereby appropriated to the
department of education, office of nutrition programs and services, to initiate the farm to school reimburse-
ment program. Of this sum $145,000 shall be for the hiring of a staff person to manage the program. Of this
sum $50,000 shall be used to support information technology related to the program. This appropriation shall
not lapse. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not
otherwise appropriated.

Rep. Tanner spoke in favor and yielded to questions.
On a division vote, with 183 members having voted in the affirmative, and 181 in the negative, amendment
(0103h) was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

Rep. Peternel spoke against.

Rep. Megan Murray spoke in favor.

Rep. Santonastaso requested a roll call; not sufficiently seconded.

On a division vote, with 181 members having voted in the affirmative, and 187 in the negative, the motion failed.

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE
Rep. Adjutant moved that HB 487-FN, establishing a New Hampshire farm-to-school reimbursement pro-
gram, be laid on the table.
On a division vote, with 195 members having voted in the affirmative, and 172 in the negative, the motion
was adopted.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 521-FN-A, relative to the department of education payment for placement for an episode of treatment.
OUGHT TO PASS.
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Rep. Glenn Cordelli for Education. This bill details and clarifies current practices for Department of Health
and Human Services or Department of Education payment for services when a student is placed in a residen-
tial placement in an emergency situation. The determining factor as to department payment responsibility
will be whether the placement is due to the student’s special needs. The bill also limits school district costs
for special education for a student in placement. Vote 20-0.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass.
Committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 542-FN-A, establishing an academic research and improvement performance data analyst in the depart-
ment of education. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Rick Ladd for Education. This bill establishes a new, necessary position within the Department of
Education. The academic research and improvement performance data analyst shall collect and analyze
statewide assessment data to measure student progress, evaluate program and instructional effectiveness,
guide curriculum development and resource allocations, and promote accountability. The position shall also
assist educators in the effective use of data to drive and improve education decision-making ensuring that
all children learn. The analyst shall further support the goal to improve statewide student proficiency and
growth using data-driven decision-making: collecting data, analyzing data, reporting data, using data for school
improvement, and communicating through data. For years, the Education Committee has requested data that
reflects achievement and growth of certain grade level cohorts as they progress through the grades. It has
been noticed that statewide math proficiency falls in and around the completion of the middle school years. By
better analyzing and utilizing data to understand those components in the math curriculum or other subjects
that are weak, districts and the department will be better positioned to make necessary improvements. This
bill has bipartisan, unanimous support from the Education Committee. Vote 20-0.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass.
Committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 626-FN, requiring the department of education to administer the education freedom account. WITHOUT
RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass: The bill requires the Department of Education to administer Educa-
tion Freedom Accounts (EFAs). Under current law, EFAs are administered by a private contractor that keeps
10% of the taxpayer dollars allocated to these accounts. Most students with an EFA were not even attending
public schools when they applied to the program and instead were already going to private or home schools
at no cost to taxpayers. But now, New Hampshire taxpayers are on the hook to pay for private school tuition
and home school costs totaling $20 million plus fork over another $2.3 million as payment for administrative
costs to a contractor that has current and former state legislators on its board and employs seven people.
Moving the administration of the EFA program from the contractor to the department, as done in other states,
is financially more responsible and will provide for better transparency, accountability, and oversight for the
program. And it will result in more of the EFA funds to be used for students.

Rep. David Luneau

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: The current nonprofit organization administering the Educa-
tion Freedom Accounts (EFA) is running within the mean for administrative costs relative to public schools.
Further, there were substantial startup costs associated with the EFA program that were cited in testimony
that are not expected to be duplicated going forward, and which should result in substantial cost savings that
may bring the cost well below the mean for public schools. The private sector administration of this program
is also believed to be more agile and capable of operating within the parameters of law while being more
cost effective over the long term. Further legislation is anticipated in the committee that will clarify existing
language that multiple organizations may administer this program as an open bidding process that provides

further competitive advantage.
Rep. Mike Belcher

Rep. Luneau moved Ought to Pass and spoke in favor.
Rep. Belcher spoke against.
Rep. Santonastaso requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 183 - NAYS 180

YEAS - 183
BELKNAP
Coker, Matthew Huot, David St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL
Burroughs, Anita Paige, David McAleer, Chris Woodcock, Stephen



Abbott, Michael
Eaton, Daniel
Monteil, Renee
Tatro, Bruce

Kelley, Eamon

Adjutant, Joshua
Cormen, Thomas
Murphy, James
Morse, Corinne
Stringham, Jerry

Murray, Alissandra
Bouldin, Amanda
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Freitas, Mary
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin
Lanza, Judi

Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Moulton, Candace
Pedersen, Michael
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Dolan, William

Turcotte, Alan
Ellison, Arthur

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen
Vogt, Robin

Bay, Luz
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Selig, Loren

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William

Bean, Harry
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Smart, Lisa

Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan
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Ames, Richard
Faulkner, Barry
Newell, Jodi
Toll, Amanda

Hatch, William

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Sullivan, Jared
Muirhead, Russell
Sykes, George

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Bradley, Amy

Ford, Damond

Dutzy, Sherry

Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean

Leapley, Nicole
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

Bixby, Peter

Smith, Geoffrey
Kenney, Cam
Menear, Hoy
Southworth, Thomas

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

Bogert, Steven
McCarter, Nikki
Terry, Paul

Belcher, Mike
McConkey, Mark

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Germana, Nicholas
Parshall, Lucius
Weber, Lucy

COO0Ss
Noél, Henry

GRAFTON
Baldwin, Heather
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Lovett, Peter
Nordgren, Sharon

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary

Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

MERRIMACK

Caplan, Tony

Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
O'Neil, Candice
Turer, Eric

STRAFFORD
Rich, Cecilia
Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Schmidt, Peter
Treleaven, Susan

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

NAYS - 180
BELKNAP

Bordes, Mike
Ploszaj, Tom
Varney, Peter

CARROLL

Costable, Michael
Peternel, Katy
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Fox, Dru
Jones, Philip
Schapiro, Joe

Bolton, Bill

Hoyt, Tommy
Massimilla, Linda
Stavis, Laurel

Bouchard, Donald
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Perez, Maria
Morton, Jennifer
O'Brien, Michael
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda

Spier, Carry
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Ebel, Karen

Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Richards, Beth
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark

Cannon, Gerri
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Pare, Gail

Wall, Janet

Merchant, Gary

Comtois, Barbara
Beaudoin, Richard

Crawford, Karel
Brown, Richard
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Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

Davis, Arnold
Tierney, James

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia

King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
Erf, Keith

Gorski, Ted
Kennedy, Stephen
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guthrie, Joseph
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wallace, Scott

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Stapleton, Walter
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Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

Merner, Troy

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim
Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
See, Alvin

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lynn, Bob
Melvin, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Pratt, Kevin
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Stone, Jonathan

CHESHIRE

Rhodes, Jennifer

COOSs

Quellet, Mike

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
Griffin, Gerald
Hynes, Dan
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Hobson, Deborah
Perez, Kristine
Walsh, Lilli
Pearson, Mark
Milz, David
Piemonte, Tony
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
True, Chris
Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

STRAFFORD

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

SULLIVAN

Rollins, Skip

Santonastaso, Matthew

King, Seth

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
Gagne, Larry
Infantine, William
Sanborn, Laurie
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Emerick, Tracy
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
McDonnell, Valerie
Ford, Oliver
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Spilsbury, Walter

and the committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 638-FN-L, relative to the extraordinary need grants to schools. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Rick Ladd for the Majority of Education. This bill imposes new requirements on the implementation of
accountability plans for extraordinary need grants to schools. During the previous session, SB 420 established
an “Extraordinary Need Grant” within the education funding formula that is based upon equalized property
valuation per pupil and Free and Reduced Meal program eligibility. The amount of $14.3M for FY23 is di-
rected to poverty/low-income communities as part of the funding formula. This is a separate need grant, and
is not part of either base adequacy or differentiated aid that comprise “adequacy.” The allocation for FY24
approximates $9.7M. A school district receiving this aid is required to complete an accountability report iden-
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tifying how the received grant will be used. The accountability plan was amended to SB 420 by the House in
the previous session. Due to the fact that many small districts receive well under $50,000 in revenue from
the grant and with some smaller districts provided only $2,000, these districts are having to place more time
and resources into applying for the grant than funds that will eventually be received. Language within this
bill states that the accountability plan will NOT be a condition requirement to receive the extraordinary
need grant award as estimated on November 15 pursuant to law, if the grant is less than $50,000. Vote 19-1.
Rep. Alicia Lekas for the Minority of Education. The minority believes that all such grants should have account-
ability to the taxpayer as was originally passed into law. This bill seeks to remove that accountability for grants
under $50,000. The minority wonders how much out of $50,000 it takes to write a report and email it to the DOE.
The minority was willing to entertain an amendment for perhaps grants under $1,000. The minority believes
that we keep sending more money to education into a black hole, with no knowledge of how it is actually being
spent and whether it is effective. The law as it stands requires the school receiving the grant to account for the
grant and its effectiveness. We should not be short-changing that after only a year of the grant being instituted.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass.

Rep. Alicia Lekas spoke against.

Rep. Ladd spoke in favor.

Majority committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 324-FN-A, relative to campaign contributions and expenditures and making an appropriation therefor.
WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass: Supporters of Ought to Pass believe that this bill addresses the prob-
lem of the undue influence of elites and dark money created by our current system of campaign finance. The
bill creates “voter-owned elections” for the executive council and governor races by giving every voter four
$25 certificates that they in turn could donate to candidates of their choice. The plan has been successfully
implemented in other places, such as Seattle. While this bill only creates a legal framework so the plan can
be implemented at a later date, the sponsor estimates that if fully implemented, the total costs of the plan
would amount to $8 per voter, per election cycle. Supporters of the bill believe this is a small and reasonable
price to pay to limit the power of the donor class and to empower ordinary citizens.

Rep. Russell Muirhead

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill seeks to create a system of taxpayer-funded elec-
tions for the purpose of removing the influence of money on political candidates. Taxpayer-funded campaigns
take money from taxpayers who may not support a particular candidate or party and gives it to those that
they would not have supported. This means that taxpayers are forced to fund campaigns they do not support
which is an infringement of the right to free speech and to freedom of association. Furthermore, nothing in
this proposed bill would prohibit outside money or groups from participating in an election so the law would be
putting a $6,000,000.00 burden on people of New Hampshire while allowing outside campaign dollars to con-
tinue to flow. As such, this bill does not accomplish its objective and amounts to a bailout of failing campaigns.
Rep. Ross Berry

Rep. Muirhead moved Ought to Pass and spoke in favor.
Rep. Berry spoke against.
Rep. Santonastaso requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 163 - NAYS 200

YEAS - 163

BELKNAP
Huot, David St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL
Burroughs, Anita Paige, David McAleer, Chris Woodcock, Stephen

CHESHIRE
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Fox, Dru Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi
Parshall, Lucius Schapiro, Joe Tatro, Bruce Toll, Amanda
Weber, Lucy

COO0S

Kelley, Eamon Hatch, William Noél, Henry

GRAFTON
Adjutant, Joshua Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill
Cormen, Thomas Fellows, Sallie Hakken-Phillips, Mary Hoyt, Tommy
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Murphy, James
Muirhead, Russell
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Bouldin, Amanda
Ford, Damond
Freitas, Mary
Hamer, Heidi
Jeudy, Jean
Leapley, Nicole
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Rombeau, Catherine
Sofikitis, Catherine
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric
MacKay, James
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kristina

Balboni, Peggy
Hamblet, Joan
Paige, Mark
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

Bay, Luz
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Selig, Loren
Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Tanner, Linda

Bean, Harry
Comtois, Barbara
Beaudoin, Richard

Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Harvey, Cathryn
Rhodes, Jennifer

Davis, Arnold
Tierney, James

Berezhny, Lex
Sullivan, Jared
Simon, Matthew
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Lovett, Peter
Nordgren, Sharon

Nutting-Wong, Allison
Calabro, Karen

Devine, Shelley

Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Juris, Louis

LeClerc, Daniel

Murray, Megan

Ming, Ben
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Preece, David

Ryan, Linda

Staub, Kathy

Dolan, William

Caplan, Tony

Gibbs, Merryl
McWilliams, Rebecca
Roesener, James
Shurtleff, Steve

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Haskins, Linda
Malloy, Dennis
O'Neil, Candice
Turer, Eric

Bixby, Peter

Smith, Geoffrey
Kenney, Cam
Menear, Hoy
Southworth, Thomas

Cloutier, John

Bogert, Steven
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Smart, Lisa

Belcher, Mike
McConkey, Mark

Eaton, Daniel
Santonastaso, Matthew

Merner, Troy

Brown, Carroll
Ladd, Rick

Massimilla, Linda
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Chretien, Jacqueline
Dutzy, Sherry
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary

Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Perez, Maria
Morton, Jennifer
O'Brien, Michael
Newman, Ray
Newman, Sue
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK

Ebel, Karen
Lane, Connie
Myler, Mel
Gould, Sherry
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM

Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark

STRAFFORD
Rich, Cecilia
Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Schmidt, Peter
Treleaven, Susan

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

NAYS - 200

BELKNAP

Bordes, Mike
McCarter, Nikki
Terry, Paul

CARROLL

Costable, Michael
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Hunt, John
Thackston, Dick

COOS
Quellet, Mike

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Rochefort, David

Morse, Corinne
Stringham, Jerry

Bouchard, Donald
Cornell, Patricia
Davis, Fred

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Lanza, Judi

Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Moulton, Candace
Pedersen, Michael
Raymond, Heather
Seibert, Christine
Valil, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

Ellison, Arthur
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

Grote, Jaci
Knab, Allison
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen
Vogt, Robin

Cannon, Gerri
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Pare, Gail

Vincent, Kenneth

Palmer, William

Coker, Matthew
Ploszaj, Tom
Varney, Peter

Crawford, Karel
Brown, Richard

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

King, Seth

Greeson, Jeffrey
Sellers, John



14 FEBRUARY 2023 HOUSE RECORD 55
HILLSBOROUGH
Lekas, Alicia Abare, Kimberly Alexander, Joe Ammon, Keith
King, Bill Berry, Ross Boehm, Ralph Bradley, Amy
Colcombe, Riché Corcoran, Travis Creighton, Jim Cushman, Leah
Kelley, Diane Darby, Will DiSilvestro, Linda Elberger, Susan
Erf, Keith Fedolfi, Jim Griffin, Gerald Gagne, Larry
Gorski, Ted Healey, Robert Hynes, Dan Infantine, William
Jack, Martin Kennedy, Stephen Kenny, Catherine Kofalt, Jim
Sanborn, Laurie Lascelles, Richard Mazur, Lisa McGough, Tim
McLean, Mark Mooney, Maureen Noble, Kristin Notter, Jeanine
Panek, Sandra Pauer, Diane Plett, Fred Post, Lisa
Proulx, Mark Reid, Karen Renzullo, Andrew Rung, Rosemarie
Seidel, Sheila Sheehan, Vanessa Sirois, Shane Spier, Carry
Lekas, Tony Mannion, Tom Tenczar, Jeffrey Ulery, Jordan
Wherry, Robert
MERRIMACK
Turcotte, Alan Andrus, Louise Aures, Cyril Aylward, Deborah
McGuire, Carol Cambrils, Jose McGuire, Dan Gerhard, Jason
Hall, Muriel Hicks, Matthew Hill, Gregory Hoell, J.R.

Leavitt, John
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Moffett, Michael
See, Alvin

Boyd, Stephen
Walsh, Thomas

Schamberg, Thomas
Testerman, Dave

ROCKINGHAM
Ball, Lorie Bernardy, JD Brouillard, Jacob Mannion, Dennis
Thomas, Douglas DeSimone, Debra Donnelly, Tanya Doucette, Fred
Drago, Mike Dunn, Ron Edgar, Michael Edwards, Jess
Gilman, Julie Guthrie, Joseph Harb, Robert Hobson, Deborah
Nelson, Jodi Janigian, John Janvrin, Jason Perez, Kristine
Katsakiores, Phyllis Khan, Aboul Kuttab, Katelyn Walsh, Lilli
Layon, Erica Love, David Lynn, Bob Pearson, Mark
Maggiore, Jim Manos, Zoe McDonnell, Valerie McMahon, Charles
Melvin, Charles Milz, David Ford, Oliver Osborne, Jason
Phillips, Emily Piemonte, Tony Popovici-Muller, Daniel Porcelli, Susan
Potucek, John Pratt, Kevin Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine Quaratiello, Arlene
Roy, Terry Pearson, Stephen Sofi, Julius Spillane, James
Summers, James Sweeney, Joe Sytek, John Cahill, Tim
Dolan, Tom Tripp, Richard True, Chris Tudor, Paul
Vandecasteele, Susan Verville, Kevin Vose, Michael MacDonald, Wayne
Wallace, Scott Weyler, Kenneth Yokela, Josh

STRAFFORD

Ankarberg, Aidan
Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

and the motion failed.

Bailey, Glenn
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

Bickford, David
Harrington, Michael
Newton, Clifford

SULLIVAN

Merchant, Gary
Stone, Jonathan

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

Rollins, Skip

Rep. Sweeney moved Inexpedient to Legislate.
On a division vote, with 201 members having voted in the affirmative, and 163 in the negative, the motion
was adopted.

MOTION TO REMOVE FROM THE TABLE

Rep. Adjutant moved that HB 234-FN, relative to renewable energy credits, be removed from the table.
(No pending question)
On a division vote, with 179 members having voted in the affirmative, and 182 in the negative, the motion failed.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 502-FN, relative to voter affidavit ballots. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass: Supporters of Ought to Pass believe that the current statutes
under 2022’s SB418 are unconstitutional and the language should be repealed. The constitutional conflicts
include the date of the state primary not providing adequate time for UOCAVA ballots to rectify any
missing documents and RSA 659:13-1c stating that moderators cannot mark ballots. These constitutional

issues can be solved by supporting this bill.
Rep. Heath Howard
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Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: Supporters of ITL believe that this bill seeks to return
New Hampshire’s voter registration process to an unaccountable and vulnerable system with no checks or
verifications. Under this proposed bill, any person would be able to walk into any polling location on election
and register to vote while presenting no form of ID or proof of domicile. Furthermore, this bill reinstates the
religious exemption clause for those voters registering without ID from having to have their photo taken. By
repealing affidavit ballots, these votes will be cast and indistinguishable even though they may not be from
qualified voters. The provisions of this law only apply to those registering on election day and the exemption
for previously registered voters remains.
Rep. Ross Berry

Rep. Howard moved Ought to Pass.

Rep. Lane spoke in favor.

Rep. Berry spoke against.

On a division vote, with 179 members having voted in the affirmative, and 182 in the negative, the motion failed.

Rep. Sweeney moved Inexpedient to Legislate.
On a division vote, with 182 members having voted in the affirmative, and 181 in the negative, the motion
was adopted.

HB 508-FN, relative to the payment of postage on absentee ballot return envelopes. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Robert Wherry for Election Law. This bill would have the Secretary of State provide pre-paid, first-class
postage for all return envelopes accompanying absentee ballots. The sponsors believe that the cost of first-
class postage is a barrier to absentee voters, and have characterized the cost of postage as a “poll tax” upon
absentee voters. In opposition to this bill, it is believed that the “poll tax” characterization is unsubstanti-
ated. No evidence was provided to demonstrate that the cost of postage was an undue burden to a significant
number of absentee voters, and nothing was provided to justify costs exceeding $100,00.00. Additionally, no
provision was made for special elections or overseas voters. Undeniably, the civic duty and privilege of vot-
ing necessarily incurs a cost for the voter; whether it be time spent researching the candidates, time taken
to place one’s vote, transportation costs, or postage. This bill would ultimately create two voter classes: those
with financed voting activities, and those without financing. The author of this report believes this practice
of providing postage would ultimately discourage more active participation in the voting process. Vote 11-9.

Rep. Wheeler spoke against and yielded to questions.

Rep. Wherry spoke in favor.

On a division vote, with 189 members having voted in the affirmative, and 172 in the negative, the committee
report was adopted.

HB 300-FN, prohibiting the disposal of certain food waste. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Megan Murray for Environment and Agriculture. This bill, as amended, comports with the findings,
goals, and recommendations of the Solid Waste Working Group and the committee’s work to address waste
disposal hierarchy goals. It supports our efforts to keep food waste out of landfills as it is not only a meth-
ane gas generator, but it is also heavy. There are more preferable methods such as: feeding hungry people,
animals, and composting. The attached amendment reduces the radius from 50 miles to 20 miles for those
generating one ton or more of waste per week. It also opens the door for burgeoning industries to develop in
composting, as working group goals outline. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0169h)
Amend RSA 149-M:27, V(a)(1) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
(1) An alternative facility authorized to manage food waste consistent with the provisions of subparagraph
(b) is located within 20 miles of the point of generation; and
Amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 462-FN-A, making an appropriation to the solid waste management fund and targeting food waste reduc-
tion and diversion. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Judy Aron for Environment and Agriculture. This bill appropriates $2 million to the solid waste manage-
ment fund and supports food waste reduction and diversion efforts. The amendment clarifies the language
allowing for other grants and monies from other sources to be deposited into the fund. For the appropriation
to this fund, 50% shall be used to give priority to projects associated with the reduction and diversion of food,
food waste, and other organic wastes. Vote 20-0.

Amendment (0159h)
Amend RSA 149-R:4, III as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
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II1. The department is authorlzed to sohclt funds from [t—he—U-n—i—ted—Sta—tes—E—nﬁfH‘Oﬂmeﬂ-ta-l—P-rotec&m

; , OTSiS i his-sec ']anysource, includ-

zng the Unzted States Envtronmental Protectwn Agency and other federal agencies, gifts, donations

of money, grants, legzslatwe approprtatwns, or any matchtng funds and mcentwes [Sﬁeh—fu-ne}s;

Notwlthstandlng RSA 4:8 and RSA 14: 30 VI the commissioner may accept and deposzt such funds

directly into the solid waste management fund to be used for the purpose described in RSA 149-R:4.
Amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 494-FN, relative to fees collected under the New Hampshire fertilizer law. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Peter Bixby for Environment and Agriculture. Currently the fees from the New Hampshire fertilizer law
and the New Hampshire agricultural liming materials law go into the general fund. The study committee on
soil conditioners heard testimony last term that the Department of Agriculture, Markets and Food did not
have adequate resources to test fertilizers to make sure they met label guarantees on a regular basis. This
bill will create a dedicated fund to direct the fees toward the purpose for which they are charged, namely, to
oversee the requirements for plant and soil amendments to ensure an even playing field for producers and
consumer protection for farmers, gardeners and other agricultural producers. Vote 20-0.

Committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Ways and Means.

HB 341-FN, establishing licensure for massage establishments. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGIS-
LATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Matthew Santonastaso for the Majority of Executive Departments and Administration. This bill will
require massage establishments to be licensed and aims to help reduce sex trafficking by having the Office of
Professional Licensure and Certification (OPLC) conduct inspections. This is in the scope of law enforcement
and OPLC isn’t equipped to deal with this kind of situation. Additionally, it is unlikely that any massage
establishments that are involved in sex trafficking would comply and apply for a license that requires these
inspections. They would either rebrand or simply not comply. The committee believes that this license would be
burdensome to legitimate businesses and ineffective in fighting the abuses that concern its sponsors. Vote 11-9.
Rep. Jaci Grote for the Minority of Executive Departments and Administration. This bill requires that massage
establishments be registered with the Office of Professional Licensing and Certification (OPLC) to allow inspections
of their facilities similarly to barbering, cosmetology, and esthetics. The purpose of these inspections are similar to
those for other boards and confirms that employees are properly licensed and that the establishment meets public
hygiene standards. Those sole and independent therapists are exempt from this bill.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.

Rep. Grote spoke against.

Rep. Santonastaso spoke in favor and requested a roll call; not sufficiently seconded.

On a division vote, with 184 members having voted in the affirmative, and 171 in the negative, the majority
committee report was adopted.

HB 620-FN, establishing a department of early childhood education and relative to a pre-kindergarten pilot
program. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: The original bill requested a Department of Early
Childhood Education for a three-year pilot program. The committee has strong reservations for a new
Department and its related costs for a pilot program. An amendment adopted by the committee enables a
division of early childhood education under the Department of Education (DOE). The Deputy Commissioner
of Education appeared before the subcommittee in support of the amendment and stated that DOE would
account for this three-year pilot program within their budget.

Rep. Jaci Grote

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill, as introduced, would have created a new executive
branch department just to run a pre-kindergarten pilot program. That is likely why the bill came to this commit-
tee. Many on the committee did not believe that standing up a new department just for a pilot program was at all
an appropriate use of state resources. An amendment was proposed that, instead of creating a new department,
to start the pre-kindergarten pilot program under the department of education. There are numerous studies on
the benefits and harms of state pre-kindergarten programs. Those on the committee who oppose this bill, even
as amended, have various serious concerns about the value of such programs and the possible harm they may
produce. In any case, the committee does not have the experience and expertise to make such a determination. If
such a program is proposed in the future, it should not include the creation of an entire department with all the
overhead and cost that entails for a pilot program. Instead, it should be proposed in a manner that would result
in the education committee reviewing it and making a recommendation on this complex and non-obvious question.
Rep. Tony Lekas

Rep. Grote moved Ought to Pass and offered Amendment (0376h).
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Amendment (0376h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT establishing a division of early learning in the department of education and relative to a
pre-kindergarten pilot program.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 New Section; Department of Education; Division of Early Learning; Pre-K Pilot Program. Amend RSA
21-N by inserting after section 12 the following new section:

21-N:13 Division of Early Learning; Pre-K Pilot Program. There is hereby established within the department
the division of early learning, under the supervision of an unclassified director of early learning, whose responsi-
bilities shall include, but not be limited to, the following functions, in accordance with applicable laws:

I. Effectively and efficiently coordinate efforts and programs to serve pre-kindergarten children throughout
the state, including establishing and delineating any working relationships with the department of health and
human services under RSA 170-E related to early care and education personnel.

II. Development of a cohesive and comprehensive system of high quality early learning and care which shall
be in addition to any duty of the department to provide education to children in kindergarten and later grades.

ITI. Design, create, and administer a 3-year high quality, community-based, mixed delivery public
pre-kindergarten pilot program.

(a) For the purposes of this pilot program, a mixed delivery model means that many different types of high
quality early education providers may participate in the pilot program, including public and non-public schools,
and community based programs such as Head Start, faith based programs, licensed child care providers, including
home and center-based providers.

(b) The pilot program should meet the 10 baseline “Recommendations for High-Quality Pre-Kindergarten”
(NIEER, 2019) and either hold a minimum quality designation of step 3 in the department of health and human
services Granite Steps for Quality, Quality Recognition and Improvement System (QRIS); or be a department
of education approved preschool program.

(¢) The director shall submit a report annually on January 1 to the governor and general court that
reports on progress made in the pre-kindergarten pilot program.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill establishes a division of early learning in the department of education. The bill requires the director
of early learning to design, create, and administer a 3-year high quality, community-based, mixed delivery public
pre-kindergarten pilot program.
Rep. Grote spoke in favor.
Amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Tony Lekas spoke against.

Rep. Heath spoke in favor.

Rep. Santonastaso requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 183 - NAYS 174

YEAS - 183

BELKNAP
Coker, Matthew Huot, David St. Clair, Charlie

CARROLL
Burroughs, Anita Paige, David McAleer, Chris Woodcock, Stephen

CHESHIRE
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Germana, Nicholas Jones, Philip
Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi Parshall, Lucius Schapiro, Joe
Tatro, Bruce Toll, Amanda Weber, Lucy

COO0OS

Kelley, Eamon Hatch, William Noél, Henry

GRAFTON
Adjutant, Joshua Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill
Cormen, Thomas Fellows, Sallie Hakken-Phillips, Mary Hoyt, Tommy
Murphy, James Sullivan, Jared Lovett, Peter Massimilla, Linda
Morse, Corinne Muirhead, Russell Nordgren, Sharon Stavis, Laurel

Stringham, Jerry

Sykes, George



Murray, Alissandra
Bouldin, Amanda
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Freitas, Mary
Hamer, Heidi
Jack, Martin
Lanza, Judi

Long, Patrick
MacKenzie, Mark
Moulton, Candace
Pedersen, Michael
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Dolan, William

Turcotte, Alan
Ellison, Arthur

Hicks, Matthew
McWilliams, Rebecca
Gould, Sherry
Shurtleff, Steve

Balboni, Peggy
Grossman, Gaby
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Read, Ellen
Vogt, Robin

Bay, Luz
Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Selig, Loren

Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William

Bean, Harry
McCarter, Nikki
Varney, Peter

Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Qualey, James
Nutting, Zachary

Davis, Arnold
Tierney, James

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

Lekas, Alicia
King, Bill
Corcoran, Travis
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Nutting-Wong, Allison
Bradley, Amy

Ford, Damond

Dutzy, Sherry

Goley, Jeffrey
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean

Leapley, Nicole
Howard, Molly
Mangipudi, Latha
Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Brennan, Angela
Gallager, Eric

Lane, Connie

Myler, Mel
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy

DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Grote, Jaci

Knab, Allison

Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

Bixby, Peter

Smith, Geoffrey
Kenney, Cam
Menear, Hoy
Southworth, Thomas

Cloutier, John
Tanner, Linda

Bogert, Steven
Ploszaj, Tom

Belcher, Mike
McConkey, Mark

Rhodes, Jennifer

Merner, Troy

Brown, Carroll
Rochefort, David

Abare, Kimberly
Berry, Ross
Creighton, Jim

HILLSBOROUGH

Baroody, Benjamin
Calabro, Karen
Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan
Gregg, Alicia
Heath, Mary

Juris, Louis
LeClerc, Daniel
Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Valil, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah

MERRIMACK
Caplan, Tony
Gibbs, Merryl
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Schuett, Dianne
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Hamblet, Joan
Cahill, Michael
Manos, Zoe
O'Neil, Candice
Turer, Eric

STRAFFORD
Rich, Cecilia
Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Schmidt, Peter
Treleaven, Susan

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

NAYS - 174
BELKNAP

Comtois, Barbara
Smart, Lisa

CARROLL

Costable, Michael
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Santonastaso, Matthew

COOS
Ouellet, Mike

GRAFTON

Coulon, Matthew
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Cushman, Leah
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Bouchard, Donald
Chretien, Jacqueline
Devine, Shelley
Davis, Fred

Grill, Jessica
Herbert, Christopher
Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Perez, Maria
Morton, Jennifer
O'Brien, Michael
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda

Spier, Carry
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

Ebel, Karen

Hall, Muriel
MacKay, James
Roesener, James
Schultz, Kristina

Gilman, Julie
Haskins, Linda
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Raynolds, Ned
Vallone, Mark

Cannon, Gerri
Horrigan, Timothy
Levesque, Cassandra
Pare, Gail

Vincent, Kenneth

Merchant, Gary

Harvey-Bolia, Juliet
Terry, Paul

Crawford, Karel
Brown, Richard

Thackston, Dick

King, Seth

Greeson, Jeffrey
Simon, Matthew

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
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Erf, Keith

Gorski, Ted
Kennedy, Stephen
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Pauer, Diane
Reid, Karen
Sirois, Shane
Ulery, Jordan

Andrus, Louise
Cambrils, Jose
Hoell, J.R.
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Harb, Robert
Janvrin, Jason
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lynn, Bob
Melvin, Charles
Phillips, Emily
Potucek, John
Pearson, Stephen
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

Ankarberg, Aidan
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy
Stone, Jonathan
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Fedolfi, Jim
Healey, Robert
Kenny, Catherine
Mazur, Lisa
Noble, Kristin
Plett, Fred
Renzullo, Andrew
Lekas, Tony
Wherry, Robert

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
See, Alvin

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Hobson, Deborah
Perez, Kristine
Walsh, Lilli
Pearson, Mark
Milz, David
Piemonte, Tony
Pratt, Kevin

Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
True, Chris
Vose, Michael
Yokela, Josh

Bailey, Glenn

Harrington, Michael

Newton, Clifford

Drye, Margaret

Griffin, Gerald
Hynes, Dan
Kofalt, Jim
McGough, Tim
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Seidel, Sheila
Mannion, Tom

MERRIMACK

Aylward, Deborah
Gerhard, Jason
Moffett, Michael
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Brouillard, Jacob
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Nelson, Jodi
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
McDonnell, Valerie
Ford, Oliver
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

STRAFFORD

Burnham, Claudine
Horgan, James
Phinney, Brandon

SULLIVAN

Spilsbury, Walter

Gagne, Larry
Infantine, William
Sanborn, Laurie
McLean, Mark
Panek, Sandra
Proulx, Mark
Sheehan, Vanessa
Tenczar, Jeffrey

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Boyd, Stephen
Testerman, Dave

Mannion, Dennis
Doucette, Fred
Guthrie, Joseph
Janigian, John
Khan, Aboul

Love, David
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom

Vandecasteele, Susan

Wallace, Scott

Connor, James
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pitre, Joseph

Stapleton, Walter

and the motion was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

BILLS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR

HB 102-L, requiring high schools to include instruction on the nature and history of communism. INEXPE-
DIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Alicia Lekas for Education. This bill requires school boards and governing boards of private schools to
include at least one hour of instruction on the nature and history of communism for high school graduation.
The majority felt this was vague and inadequate for the subject matter. An amendment was introduced to
fix this problem but did not pass. Vote 17-3.

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Ladd moved that HB 102-L, requiring high schools to include instruction on the nature and history of
communism, be laid on the table.

On a division vote, with 314 members having voted in the affirmative, and 44 in the negative, the motion
was adopted.

BILLS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 482-FN, requiring the use of ballots with embedded security, traceability, and relative to the chain of
custody for ballots cast in elections. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Ralph Boehm for Election Law. This bill requires the use of ballots with embedded security and trace-
ability. This goes beyond the necessity of what is needed in elections. Accountability is needed, and that is
verified by comparing the count of the number of ballots either by machine or persons versus the number
of people that voted. The number of absentee ballots received may not equal the number of absentee ballots
requested, but they have to agree with the number that received. This bill is not necessary. Vote 19-1.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Committee report was adopted.
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HB 599-FN, relative to requiring an audit of the November 2022 election results. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Clayton Wood for Election Law. This bill establishes an audit of the November 2022 election results for offices
for Governor, United States Senate, and United States Congress for 15 New Hampshire towns. This audit requires
a forensic election audit be completed within three months of the passage of this bill. This bill also establishes an
Election Audit Fund which shall be administered by the Secretary of State. The committee had concerns about the
scope of the bill. The authorization of an unidentified audit technical lead developing a process to be determined
and involving 15 towns in forensic audits brings up cost concerns, especially when compared to the time and money
spent on the Windham audit. We already have an audit process going forward and this bill is not needed. Vote 19-1.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Committee report was adopted.

HB 340-FN, relative to the transfer of residential property. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Scott Wallace for Judiciary. This bill seeks to add to RSA 674 the ability to restrict the acquisition of
single-family and multi-family housing to natural persons with certain exceptions. The bill requires a non-
natural person that acquires single or multi-family housing within one of the specified exceptions to register
and file reports with the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State shall report violations or untimely reports
or registrations to the Attorney General. The proposed penalties for violations of this statute include fines of
up to $5,000, and “the court shall declare the land escheated to the municipality.” The committee was unani-
mous in its conclusion that the bill serves no valid purpose and likely would be unconstitutional. Vote 20-0.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Rep. Newell spoke against.

Rep. Wallace spoke in favor.

Rep. Alissandra Murray requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 273 - NAYS 78

YEAS - 273

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara
Huot, David Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki Ploszaj, Tom
Smart, Lisa St. Clair, Charlie Terry, Paul Varney, Peter

CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Burroughs, Anita Costable, Michael
Crawford, Karel Paige, David Smith, Jonathan McAleer, Chris
McConkey, Mark Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard

CHESHIRE
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Eaton, Daniel
Faulkner, Barry Monteil, Renee Qualey, James Rhodes, Jennifer
Santonastaso, Matthew Schapiro, Joe Thackston, Dick Weber, Lucy
Nutting, Zachary

COOS

Davis, Arnold Hatch, William Merner, Troy Noél, Henry
Ouellet, Mike King, Seth Tierney, James

GRAFTON
Almy, Susan Berezhny, Lex Brown, Carroll Cormen, Thomas
Coulon, Matthew Fellows, Sallie Greeson, Jeffrey Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Murphy, James Sullivan, Jared Ladd, Rick Massimilla, Linda

Muirhead, Russell
Simon, Matthew

Nordgren, Sharon
Stavis, Laurel

Rochefort, David
Stringham, Jerry

Sellers, John
Sykes, George

HILLSBOROUGH
Lekas, Alicia Nutting-Wong, Allison Abare, Kimberly Alexander, Joe
Ammon, Keith Boyd, Bill King, Bill Baroody, Benjamin
Berry, Ross Boehm, Ralph Bradley, Amy Calabro, Karen
Colcombe, Riché Corcoran, Travis Cornell, Patricia Creighton, Jim
Cushman, Leah Kelley, Diane Darby, Will Devine, Shelley
DiSilvestro, Linda Elberger, Susan Erf, Keith Fedolfi, Jim
Freitas, Mary Griffin, Gerald Gagne, Larry Goley, Jeffrey
Gorski, Ted Hamer, Heidi Harriott-Gathright, Linda Healey, Robert
Herbert, Christopher Hynes, Dan Infantine, William Jack, Martin
Jeudy, Jean Kennedy, Stephen Kenny, Catherine Kofalt, Jim
Sanborn, Laurie Lanza, Judi Lascelles, Richard Leapley, Nicole
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Howard, Molly
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Pauer, Diane
Raymond, Heather
Rung, Rosemarie
Sirois, Shane
Telerski, Laura
Veilleux, Daniel

Turcotte, Alan
Brennan, Angela
Ebel, Karen

Lane, Connie
Moffett, Michael
Schamberg, Thomas
Soucy, Timothy
Wood, Clayton

Balboni, Peggy
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Janvrin, Jason
Khan, Aboul
Love, David
Pearson, Mark
McDonnell, Valerie
Muns, Chris
Phillips, Emily
Potucek, John
Roy, Terry
Summers, James
Dolan, Tom
Turer, Eric
Wallace, Scott

Ankarberg, Aidan
Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Kaczynski, Thomas
Newton, Clifford
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy
Palmer, William

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Parshall, Lucius

Kelley, Eamon

Adjutant, Joshua
Lovett, Peter

Murray, Alissandra
Ford, Damond
Grill, Jessica
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Murray, Megan
Ming, Ben
Notter, Jeanine
Plett, Fred

Reid, Karen
Ryan, Linda
Spier, Carry
Tenczar, Jeffrey
Thomas, Wendy

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Carol
Gibbs, Merryl
Leavitt, John
Myler, Mel
Seaworth, Brian
Walsh, Thomas

Ball, Lorie
Thomas, Douglas
Doucette, Fred
Gilman, Julie
Hobson, Deborah
Murray, Kate
Kuttab, Katelyn
Lynn, Bob
Malloy, Dennis
McMahon, Charles
O'Neil, Candice
Piemonte, Tony
Pratt, Kevin
Simpson, Alexis
Sweeney, Joe
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth

Bailey, Glenn
Connor, James
Harrington, Michael
Turcotte, Len
Schmidt, Peter
Treleaven, Susan

Sullivan, Brian
Spilsbury, Walter

Germana, Nicholas
Tatro, Bruce

Baldwin, Heather
Morse, Corinne

Bouchard, Donald
Dutzy, Sherry
Heath, Mary

Mazur, Lisa

Mooney, Maureen
Nutter-Upham, Frances
Proulx, Mark

Renzullo, Andrew
Seidel, Sheila

Lekas, Tony

Ulery, Jordan

Wherry, Robert

MERRIMACK

Aures, Cyril
Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
See, Alvin
Testerman, Dave

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Drago, Mike

Guthrie, Joseph
Nelson, Jodi

Perez, Kristine

Walsh, Lilli

Cahill, Michael

Manos, Zoe

Melvin, Charles

Ford, Oliver
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

True, Chris

Vose, Michael

Yokela, Josh

STRAFFORD

Bay, Luz

Fitzpatrick, Daniel
Horgan, James
LaMontagne, Jessica
Phinney, Brandon
Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Drye, Margaret
Stapleton, Walter

NAYS - 78
CARROLL

CHESHIRE

Jones, Philip
Toll, Amanda

COOSs

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill

HILLSBOROUGH
Bouldin, Amanda
Davis, Fred
Juris, Louis

McGough, Tim
Murphy, Nancy
O'Brien, Michael
Newman, Ray
Rombeau, Catherine
Sheehan, Vanessa
Mannion, Tom

Vail, Suzanne

Aylward, Deborah
McGuire, Dan
Hoell, J.R.
MacKay, James
Boyd, Stephen
Shurtleff, Steve
Wallner, Mary Jane

Brouillard, Jacob
DiLorenzo, Charlotte
Dunn, Ron
Hamblet, Joan
Janigian, John
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Paige, Mark
McBeath, Rebecca
Milz, David
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Quaratiello, Arlene
Spillane, James
Cahill, Tim

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Bixby, Peter
Smith, Geoffrey
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Pitre, Joseph

Merchant, Gary
Stone, Jonathan

Newell, Jodi

Hoyt, Tommy

Chretien, Jacqueline
Gregg, Alicia
Foxx, Loren



LeClerc, Daniel
MacKenzie, Mark
Pedersen, Michael
Seibert, Christine
Wheeler, Jonah

Caplan, Tony
Hall, Muriel
Schuett, Dianne
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Leishman, Peter
Mangipudi, Latha
Petrigno, Peter
Sofikitis, Catherine

Ellison, Arthur
Hicks, Matthew
Schultz, Kristina

Long, Patrick
Morton, Jennifer
Preece, David
Staub, Kathy

MERRIMACK

Gallager, Eric
McWilliams, Rebecca

63

Perez, Maria
Moulton, Candace
Newman, Sue
Dolan, William

Gerhard, Jason
Roesener, James

ROCKINGHAM
Edgar, Michael Grossman, Gaby Grote, Jaci Haskins, Linda
Maggiore, Jim Meuse, David Raynolds, Ned Read, Ellen
Vallone, Mark Vogt, Robin Ward, Gerald

STRAFFORD
Rich, Cecilia Cannon, Gerri Howard, Heath Horrigan, Timothy
Kenney, Cam Levesque, Cassandra Pare, Gail Selig, Loren
Southworth, Thomas Vincent, Kenneth
SULLIVAN

Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Tanner, Linda

and the committee report was adopted.
Rep. Wilhelm declared a conflict of interest and did not participate.

HCR 3, relative to affirming states’ power over the federal constitution. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. David Lundgren for State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. This resolution included 23 “whereas”
paragraphs, several of which raised issues with the committee members. The notion of “nullification” as a
“rightful remedy” has already been addressed by the U.S. Congress and by the courts as being extra-consti-
tutional. Thus, the committee unanimously opposed this measure moving forward. Vote 18-0.

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Sweeney moved that HCR 3, relative to affirming states’ power over the federal constitution., be laid
on the table.
Motion was adopted.

RESOLUTION

Rep. Osborne offered the following: RESOLVED, that the House now adjourn from the early session, that
the business of the late session be in order at the present time, that the reading of bills be by title only and
resolutions by caption only and that all bills ordered to third reading be read a third time by this resolution,
and that all titles of bills be the same as adopted, and that they be passed at the present time, and when the
House adjourns today it be to meet at the Call of the Chair.

Motion was adopted.

LATE SESSION
Third Reading and Final Passage

HB 200, relative to choice of counselor to evaluate a child in family court proceedings.

HB 365, relative to a statewide facility condition assessment for school buildings.

HB 435, relative to relief aid calculation in determining grants for adequate education.

HB 466, relative to water bottle filling stations in schools.

HB 501, relative to ages for special education services.

HB 79, establishing a committee to study the New Hampshire law relative to standards for farm products
and marketing and grading commodities.

HB 138, relative to the oversight of the commissioner of the department of agriculture, markets, and food.
HB 152, relative to soil and plant additives.

HB 109, relative to the occupational therapy practice act.

HB 193-FN, relative to administration of the New Hampshire retirement system.

HB 266, relative to notice and public access requirements for hybrid and virtual agency public comment
hearings for rulemaking.

HB 391, relative to the memorandum of understanding on data sharing between the department of health
and human services and the department of environmental services.

HB 409-FN, relative to nonresident licensure by the board of barbering, cosmetology, and esthetics.

HB 162, relative to supported decision making.

HB 307-FN, relative to attorney’s fees in actions under the right to know law.
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HB 321-FN-L, relative to minutes from nonpublic sessions under the right to know law.

HB 211, relative to a report by the department of energy on the effectiveness of the system benefits charge.
HR 13, affirming support for the people of Puerto Rico.

HB 163-FN, relative to authorized license plate decals.

HB 268-FN, relative to the furnishing of special number plates to the liquor commission, division of enforcement
and licensing, and official cover plates to the house clerk.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT

Rep. Schuett requested Unanimous Consent of the House regarding the all-female fly over at the Super Bowl
and addressed the House.

MOTION TO PRINT REMARKS

Rep. Read moved that the remarks made by Rep. Schuett during Unanimous Consent be printed in the
Permanent Journal.
Without objection, the Speaker ordered.

REMARKS

Representative Schuett: Thank you, Mister Speaker. I rise to celebrate the accomplishments of some
amazing women. For those of you who watched the Puppy Bowl on Sunday, I would like you to know that
history was made over at Super Bowl LVII as an all-female flight crew performed the traditional flyover
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of women flying for the U.S. Navy. The four aircraft flying over
the stadium in Glendale, Arizona were: EA- 18G Growler, piloted by Lt. Margaret “Peggy” Dente of North
Salem, New York, with Lt. Lyndsay Evans from Palmdale, California, the electronic weapons officer in the
back seat. A fifth generation F-35C Lightning II, with Lt. Suzelle Thomas of Birmingham, Alabama. and
Lt. Jacqueline Drew of Waltham, Massachusetts and two Super Hornets, one piloted by Lt. Arielle Ash
from Abilene, Texas, with Lt. Saree Moreno, weapons systems officer of Birmingham, Alabama. The other
with Lt. Caitie Perkowski of Albuquerque, New Mexico and Lt. Naomi Ngalle, weapon systems officer of
Springfield, Virginia. In addition to the officer aircrews, the majority of the enlisted logistics, maintenance
and ground crew supporting the flyover were also women from the U.S. Navy. As with all traditional fly-
overs, the four-aircraft flew over the stadium in a diamond formation perfectly timing their appearance to
coincide with the final notes of the national anthem. Mission Accomplished!

UNANIMOUS CONSENT

Rep. Maria Perez requested Unanimous Consent of the House regarding a thank you for supporting Puerto
Rico and addressed the House.

MOTION TO PRINT REMARKS

Rep. Read moved that the remarks made by Rep. Maria Perez during Unanimous Consent be printed in the
Permanent Journal.
Without objection, the Speaker ordered.

REMARKS

Rep. Maria Perez: Thank you, Mister Speaker. Today I want to take a moment to say thank you everyone
who supported our brothers and sisters from Puerto Rico, supporting HR 13 resolution giving determination
to my brothers and sisters in Puerto Rico. Thank you so much for doing that. My appreciation is for all the
community leaders who have been working really hard to pass this, especially for Carlos Cardona. He’s our
community leader that has been working really, really hard to try to introduce this and try to pass it. From
the bottom of my heart, thank you, thank you. Thank you so much for the respect for my brothers and sisters
from Puerto Rico.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT

Rep. Selig requested Unanimous Consent of the House regarding a moment of silence for the students in
Michigan and addressed the House.

MOTION TO PRINT REMARKS

Rep. Read moved that the remarks made by Rep. Selig during Unanimous Consent be printed in the
Permanent Journal.
Without objection, the Speaker ordered.

REMARKS
Rep. Selig: Thank you, I'm Representative Loren Selig from Durham and I just would ask the members
who are still here, and I thank you for waiting, to join me in a moment of silence to honor the memory of
the students whose lives were lost at Marjory Stoneman Douglas five years ago today and last night at
Michigan State University.
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MOMENT OF SILENCE

A moment of silence was observed in honor and in memory of the students lost five years ago at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas School and last night at Michigan State University.

RECESS MOTION

Rep. Osborne moved that the House stand in recess for the purposes of the introduction of bills, enrolled bill
amendments, enrolled bill reports and receiving messages.
Motion was adopted.

The House recessed at 5:40 p.m.
RECESS

(Speaker Packard in the Chair)
RESOLUTION

Rep. Sanborn offered the following: RESOLVED, that in accordance with the list in the possession of the
Clerk, House Bill numbered 1 shall be by this resolution read a first and second time by the therein listed
title, sent for printing and referred to the therein designated committee.

Motion was adopted.

INTRODUCTION OF HOUSE BILL

First, second reading and referral

HB 1-A, making appropriations for the expenses of certain departments of the state for fiscal years ending
June 30, 2024 and June 30, 2025. (Weyler, Rock. 14; Leishman, Hills. 33; Emerick, Rock. 29; Edwards, Rock.
31; Finance)

RECESS



