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HOUSE  CALENDAR

State of
New Hampshire

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE:
The House will meet in session on Thursday, March 26, at 10:00 a.m., which is our crossover deadline, the 
last day to act on all House Bills. There will be no session on Thursday, April 2.
Please be attentive to House and Senate meeting notices as the Senate has commenced work on House Bills, 
and House committees are hearing Senate Bills.
Any House member with official business at the State House on a non-session day may use the legislative 
parking garage on Storrs Street. Those a needing parking accommodations closer due to mobility or health 
challenges may contact the Speaker’s Office at 603-271-3661.
Please remember that when filing amendments, you should not add a cosponsor without their prior approval. 
As a reminder, floor amendments are due to the Clerk by 4:30 the day prior to session.
As a reminder, lobbying/advocacy materials are not permitted on the anteroom tables. Food and beverages 
are not permitted within Representatives Hall, aside from water. Please leave other beverages and snacks in 
the anteroom, and keep our historic chamber clean.
House members with inquiries about statutory or study commissions/committee appointments may send an 
email to houseappointments@gc.nh.gov or call the Speaker’s Office at 603-271-3661.
							       Sherman A. Packard, Speaker of the House

NOTICE
There will be a Republican Caucus on Thursday, March 26th at 9:00 a.m. in Representatives Hall.
							       Rep. Jason Osborne, Majority Leader

NOTICE
There will be a Democratic Caucus on Thursday, March 26th at 9:00 a.m. in the State House Cafeteria.
							       Rep. Alexis Simpson, Democratic Leader

NOTICE
ALL reports, scheduling and notices are due in the House Clerk’s Office by 3:00 p.m. on WEDNESDAYS. 
Reports and scheduling shall be turned in to House Committee Services for processing no later than 1:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday. Please be sure to complete that work in a timely fashion to meet the Calendar deadline.
CLOSES AT 3:00 p.m. ON:	 AVAILABLE ON:
Wednesday, March 25, 2026	 Friday, March 27, 2026
Wednesday, April 1, 2026	 Friday, April 3, 2026
Wednesday, April 8, 2026	 Friday, April 10, 2026
							       Paul C. Smith, Clerk of the House

2026 HOUSE DEADLINES
Second Year Session Deadlines

Thursday, March 26, 2026	 CROSSOVER – Last day to act on all House Bills
Thursday, April 16, 2026	 Last day to report Senate Bills going to a second committee

mailto:houseappointments@gc.nh.gov
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Thursday, April 23, 2026	 Last day to act on Senate Bills going to a second committee
Thursday, May 7, 2026	 Last day to report all Senate Bills
Thursday, May 14, 2026	 Last day to act on all Senate Bills
Thursday, May 21, 2026	 Last day to form committee of conference
Thursday, May 28, 2026	 Last day to sign committee of conference reports (4:00 p.m.)
Thursday, June 4, 2026	 Last day to act on committee of conference reports
Tuesday, September 1, 2026	 First day for incumbents running for re-election to file LSRs 

with complete information
Friday, September 11, 2026 	 Last day prior to the General Election for incumbents running 

for re-election to file LSRs with complete information
Friday, October 23, 2026 	 Last day to file 2026 Interim Study reports
Wednesday, November 4, 2026 	 First day for all Representatives to file LSRs with complete 

information
Wednesday, November 18, 2026 	 Last day to file LSRs with complete information (4:00 p.m.) 

Ten-day signoff begins
Tuesday, January 5, 2027	 Last day to sign-off on all LSRs (4:00 p.m.)
Friday, January 15, 2027	 Last day to introduce House Bills
	 Last day to amend House Rules by majority vote

NOTICE
A petition of address regarding court proceedings, requesting the removal of judges, seeking an investiga-
tion, and referral to the judicial conduct committee was delivered to the Office of the Clerk and is available 
for review.
							       Paul C. Smith, Clerk of the House

GOVERNOR’S VETO MESSAGE REGARDING HOUSE BILL 451-FN
NO sales tax. Not now, not ever.
For the reason stated above, I have vetoed House Bill 451-FN.
							       Respectfully submitted,
							       Kelly A. Ayotte, Governor
							       Date: March 16, 2026

BILLS LAID ON TABLE
CACR 22, relating to the compensation of the legislature. Providing that the present compensation per elected 
term for legislators is hereby abolished. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 414-FN, prohibiting the division of motor vehicles from suspending a license on the basis of debt owed to 
a private entity related to the towing or storing of a motor vehicle. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 652-FN, abolishing the family division, creating the office of family mediation, and reassigning the ju-
risdiction of the family division. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 748-FN, establishing a local education freedom account program. Pending question: majority committee 
amendment.
HB 1002-FN, repealing the solar energy systems tax exemption. Pending question: Ought to Pass
HB 1046, enabling a person to carry a firearm on a snowmobile being operated on private property. Pending 
question: majority committee amendment.
HB 1067-FN, relative to the mental health courts. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1063-FN, reducing the amount of meals and rooms taxes operators can retain. Pending question: Inex-
pedient to Legislate.
HB 1098-FN, relative to municipalities denying building or occupancy permits for property adjacent to class 
VI roads under certain circumstances. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1105-FN, making the term of office for certain Belknap county elected officials 4 years. Pending ques-
tion: Ought to Pass
HB 1114, relative to the documentation and preservation of public comment reports by standing legislative 
committees. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1176-FN, relative to the display of license plates on vehicles. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1264, increasing the requirements of the education freedom savings account oversight committee and 
modifying the purpose of the committee. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1317, relative to patient privacy protections. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1322-FN, reestablishing the judicial conduct commission. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1367, establishing a criminal offense of doxing. Pending question: Ought to Pass.
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HB1387, repealing limiting liability for certain design features of firearms. Pending question: Inexpedient 
to Legislate.
HB 1393, relative to the definition of public servant and the offense of official oppression. Pending question: 
Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1396, relative to vacancies in state offices. Pending question: majority committee amendment.
HB 1402, relative to credentials for the position of superintendent of schools. Pending question: Inexpedient 
to Legislate.
HB 1403, relative to credentials for the position of school business administrator. Pending question: Inexpe-
dient to Legislate.
HB 1409-FN, modifying the deposit of revenues collected from video lottery terminals. Pending question: 
Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1418, setting a minimum affirmative vote for new or expanded spending for SB 2 towns. Pending ques-
tion: majority committee amendment.
HB 1436-FN, relative to the classification and protection of personal digital information and cloud-stored 
files. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1446, providing that an individual’s use of therapeutic cannabis shall not disqualify the individual from 
the purchase, ownership, or possession of a firearm. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1451, relative to protecting workers from extreme temperature-related injuries and fatalities in the 
workplace. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1454-FN, relative to the possession of firearms following a court order requiring surrender of firearms 
and ammunition. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1484, establishing a state minimum wage and providing for incremental increases. Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1500, establishing a commission to study and propose procedures in the event of a state government 
shutdown. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1572-FN, relative to licensure as a master licensed alcohol and drug counselor. Pending question: com-
mittee amendment.
HB 1578, adds definitions and reporting requirements relative to education freedom accounts. Pending ques-
tion: Inexpedient to Legislate
HB 1607-FN, relative to the use and storage of road salt. Pending question: majority committee amendment.
HB 1612 -FN, relative to the use of price-fixing websites, algorithms, or other software by landlords. Pending 
question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1616-FN, prohibiting state agencies and political subdivisions from advertising or expending funds to 
advertise vaccines in the state of New Hampshire. Pending question: committee amendment.
HB 1640, relative to consent for school billing purposes. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1641-FN, relative to petitions for certain orders of protection where the subject of the order is either 
released on bail or on probation. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1653, relative to emergency medical care provided at freestanding hospital emergency facilities. Pending 
question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1675, establishing a commission to investigate the New Hampshire Coalition Against Sexual and Domes-
tic Violence and requiring funding only be provided for the direct services materially benefitting survivors of 
sexual and domestic assault. Pending question: committee amendment.
HB 1701 -FN, reestablishing the New Hampshire college graduate retention incentive partnership program 
and making an appropriation therefor. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1721-FN, relative to limiting new system enrollment and adjusting compliance payments under the re-
newable portfolio standard program. Pending question: majority committee amendment.
HB 1741-FN, relative to the enrollment and use of distributed energy resource aggregations by electric utili-
ties. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1752-FN, requiring the creation of a ticket to follow timber through the harvesting and production process 
to establish a chain of custody. Pending question: mjority committee amendment.
HB 1777-FN, relative to the enhanced 911 system fund. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1786-FN, relative to creating a state assessment on non-homestead luxury second homes to fund state-
wide housing development programs and address housing shortages and making appropriations therefor. No 
pending question.
HB 1798-FN, relative to the coverage of diapers under the state Medicaid plan. Pending question: Inexpedi-
ent to Legislate.
HB 1814-FN, establishing a 10-year strategic housing and infrastructure plan. Pending question: Inexpedi-
ent to Legislate.
HB 1820-FN, requiring the department of education to administer the education freedom account program. 
Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1822-FN, relative to reporting of civil immigration detentions by state, county, and local law enforcement 
and correctional facilities. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
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HB 1831-FN, repealing the education trust fund targeted aid cap. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1834-FN, relative to the education freedom account enrollment cap. Pending question: Inexpedient to 
Legislate.
HCR 11, declaring the directives of the judicial branch in the Claremont cases that the legislative and execu-
tive branches define an “adequate education,” adopt “standards of accountability,” and “guarantee adequate 
funding” of a public education are not binding on the legislative and executive branches. Pending question: 
Refer for Interim Study.
HCR 13, requesting Congress to call a constitutional convention relative to implementing term limits for 
elected members of both houses of Congress. Pending question: Ought to Pass
HR 38, authorizing and directing the house judiciary committee to investigate whether cause exists for the 
impeachment of any justice of the New Hampshire supreme court. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

2026 HOUSE BILLS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
HB 59-FN, relative to the assault of a firefighter, emergency medical care provider, or law enforcement of-
ficer. (SJ 1/9/2026)
HB 109-FN, relative to false reports to law enforcement. (SJ 1/7/2026)
HB 126, relative to prescriptions for certain controlled drugs. (SJ 1/7/2026)
HB 191-FN, (Second New Title) providing criminal penalties for the transporting of an unemancipated minor 
in order to obtain a surgical procedure or a termination of the minor’s pregnancy without parental permis-
sion. (SJ 1/7/2026)
HB 221, (New Title) enabling electric utilities to own, operate, and offer advanced nuclear resources, and 
relative to purchased power agreements for electric distribution utilities and limitations on community cus-
tomer generators. (SJ 1/7/2026)
HB 222, (New Title) repealing the requirement for a memorandum of understanding between a chartered 
public school and school district regarding how students with disabilities will receive special education services 
and updating the organizational structure of the department of corrections. (SJ 1/7/2026)
HB 244, updating and recodifying the municipal enforcement of the building and fire code. (SJ 3/12/2026)
HB 266, (New Title) relative to structural changes to the department of energy and creating a limited exemp-
tion from parental consent required for certain recordings under the parental bill of rights and relative to the 
effect of murder on a decedent’s estate. (House Concurs 2/19/2026)
HB 281, requiring electronic voter checklists to be supplied in a sortable format. (SJ 3/12/2026)
HB 292, (New Title) establishing a revolving loan fund for school districts. (SJ 1/7/2026)
HB 317, preventing a supervisor of the checklist from verifying a person’s identity without identification, 
even if they personally know that person. (SJ 3/12/2026)
HB 340-FN, relative to electioneering by public employees. (SJ 1/7/2026)
HB 481, (New Title) relative to the state primary date. (SJ 1/7/2026)
HB 510-FN, (New Title) establishing a commission to study due process in higher education disciplinary 
proceedings. (SJ 3/5/2026)
HB 610-FN, (New Title) relative to the residential ratepayers advisory board. (SJ 3/12/2026)
HB 639-FN, relative to the use of and disputes over blockchain and digital currencies. (SJ 3/12/2026)
HB 649-FN, (Second New Title) relative to the maintenance obligations of motor vehicle operators. (SJ 2/5/2026)
HB 751-FN, (Second New Title) establishing a committee to study licensure of outpatient substance use dis-
order treatment facilities, authorizing parents to enroll their children in any public school in the state, and 
creating a limited exemption from parental consent required for certain recordings under the parental bill of 
rights. (House Req CofC, 2/19/2026)
HB 1159, relative to updating the state building code. (SJ 3/12/2026)
HB 1168, relative to employer documentation requirements. (SJ 3/5/2026)
HB 1190-FN, New Title) enabling the division of motor vehicles to create a temporary traditional driver’s 
license for youth operators about to turn 21 and relative to fleet vehicle registration requirements. (SJ 3/5/2026)
HB 1310, relative to state licensed or certified real estate appraisers. (SJ 3/12/2026)

THURSDAY, MARCH 26
CONSENT CALENDAR

FINANCE
HB 241-FN, (New Title) relative to health insurance coverage of pain management services for the manage-
ment of chronic pain. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Rosemarie Rung for Finance. This bill would require carriers in the fully insured health insurance mar-
ket to provide a state-approved plan for non-opioid pain management services and limit the use of utilization 
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controls for those services. Health carriers would also be required to educate patients suffering from chronic 
pain about the pain management program and how to access services. The committee believes this bill will 
improve quality of life for patients by offering an array of evidence-based therapies for pain relief while re-
ducing the risk of opioid dependency. Passage of the bill would take effect for policies, issued or renewed on 
or after January 1, 2027 with no determinable fiscal impact. Vote 25-0.
HB 1197-FN, making technical corrections to certain insurance laws. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Carol McGuire for Finance. The fiscal impact of this collection of clarifications and updates to the insur-
ance statutes is an indeterminable amount of fines, penalties, and administrative assessments, most of which 
can be avoided by proper behavior. Vote 25-0.
HB 1426-FN, requiring the department of environmental services to employ certified personnel in each pro-
gram area. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Joe Sweeney for Finance. This bill ensures that the Department of Environmental Services employs 
certified personnel in each program area, strengthening technical expertise and accountability across the 
agency. The committee determined that requiring qualified staff in critical roles improves program integrity 
and ensures more effective delivery of environmental services. Vote 25-0.
HB 1466-FN, relative to obtaining a certificate of title for certain trailers. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Keith Erf for Finance. This bill previously passed the House on the consent calendar and the Finance 
Division II OTP recommendation was unanimous. The bill provides that a boat trailer over 3,001 pounds 
whose manufacturer’s model year is older than 10 years is exempt from the need to title on purchase or 
transfer. Voluntary titling is still available. The new fiscal note reduced the potential revenue reduction to 
about $200,000 dollars per year. Vote 25-0.
HB 1600-FN, (New Title) relative to access to the centralized voter registration database on election days. 
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Carol McGuire for Finance. This bill is a codification of what the Secretary of State is doing to ensure 
election officials can verify the information needed for voting. It formalizes his agreement with the DMV to 
allow access to their database, and ensures that every town clerk is connected at the office. The only issue 
that came up was that some polling places do not have internet access – or good cell coverage – so special 
processes are needed there. The secretary told us that election officials can use a landline (more common in 
places with poor cell coverage) to call his office on election day and get the data they need. Based on this, 
we amended the bill to require “direct or indirect” access on election day, which reinforces the fact that this 
won’t cost anything. Vote 25-0.
HB 1622-FN, requiring the state to develop additional solid waste disposal capacity. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Carol McGuire for Finance. This bill clarifies the criteria used by DES to review and approve new or 
expanded solid waste disposal sites (landfills). It establishes that expansions of existing landfills – built to 
current standards - and new landfills on brownfield sites are preferred to new landfills on untouched sites. 
This does not increase the cost of the necessary reviews and analyses, so the committee recommended it 
unanimously. Vote 25-0.
HB 1710-FN, relative to procedures relating to child abduction. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Joe Sweeney for Finance. While the bill addresses important concerns related to child abduction proce-
dures, the committee determined that additional review is necessary to fully assess legal implications, coor-
dination with law enforcement, and potential fiscal impacts. Interim Study allows for a more comprehensive 
evaluation to ensure any future policy is implemented effectively. Vote 25-0.
HB 1718-FN, relative to authorizing energy storage in connection with net metering. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Carol McGuire for Finance. This bill only requires a rulemaking update by the Public Utilities Commis-
sion, and will result in a tiny increase in electric power costs, offset by somewhat greater power capability 
when needed. Vote 25-0.
HB 1720-FN, relative to notice to child day care providers of child care scholarships. RECOMMENDED 
BUT TO BE LAID UPON THE TABLE BECAUSE OF FUNDING.
Rep. Gary Daniels for Finance. The Child Care Scholarship Program gives out about 5000 scholarships per year 
to over 700 providers. The cost of system changes proposed by the bill is about $230,000, with an additional 
$20,000 for salary and benefits for the staff needed to make these changes. These expenditures would be incurred 
in FY2027, with 40 percent federal funds and 60 percent state general funds, however, the effective date is 60 
days after passage, leaving the committee questioning the source of the funding in the interim to support this 
program. Not wanting this initial funding to be taken from scholarship funds, reducing the number of scholar-
ships available, the committee supported laying this on the table until the funding mechanism to make these 
changes can be identified. Vote 25-0.
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HB 1827-FN-A, (New Title) requiring the department of education to conduct a confidential criminal history 
record check on all prospective educational personnel. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Walter Spilsbury for Finance. This bill was originally referred to the Education Funding Committee, 
which voted 18-0 to recommend OTPA with a non-germane, replace-all amendment sought by the Depart-
ment of Education (DOE) to require criminal background checks for all non-educator credentialed individuals 
employed (full-time or part-time) in public schools, public academies, school administrative units (SAU’s), 
public charter schools, and private special education schools. It was placed on the consent calendar, passed 
the House on a voice vote February 19, 2026, and referred to the Finance Committee. The committee finds 
that this program will be self-funding and require no new appropriations. The Bureau of Educator Creden-
tialing within the DOE administers these checks, collects a fee of $100, is funded by these fee revenues, and 
receives no general fund appropriations. The DOE anticipates that the costs associated with additional staff-
ing and administrative support could be covered through the existing $100 fee per check, without the need 
for additional funding. Likewise, the Department of Safety has stated that it has a well-established internal 
process to handle the increase in background checks resulting from this bill, thus their charge of $47 for 
the checks required by this bill would raise up to $188,000 per year without new expenses. Taken together, 
revenues should exceed expenses immediately in the initial year, with that spread growing to over $200,000 
annually thereafter. Vote 24-0.

WAYS AND MEANS
HB 1301-FN, increasing certain mooring fees and directing such funds to the cyanobacteria mitigation loan 
and grant fund. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Mary Murphy for Ways and Means. This is a bipartisan environmental and fiscal bill designed to create 
a sustainable funding source for the Cyanobacteria Mitigation Loan and Grant Fund. The bill targets specific 
boat moorings on eight major New Hampshire lakes (including Lake Winnipesaukee, Bow Lake, and Ossipee 
Lake) and increases the annual mooring fee for non-congregate (individual) moorings from $25 to $50. This 
$25 increase is projected to generate between $68,750 and $80,000 annually. Currently, the state’s Cyano-
bacteria Mitigation Fund—which helps towns and nonprofits manage toxic algae blooms—is nearly depleted 
and lacks a permanent funding stream. By diverting the new $25 fee directly to this fund, the bill creates a 
sustainable source of money to pay for preventative measures, such as stormwater management and public 
education, rather than just reactive treatments. It should be noted this fee has not been increased since the 
1980’s and it is much cheaper to raise this fee and prevent cyanobacteria bloom than to pay to clean it up af-
terward. The bill empowers the Department of Environmental Services (DES) to provide grants for root-cause 
mitigation, helping to preserve the long-term health and property values of New Hampshire’s waterfronts. 
New Hampshire’s lakes are a multi-billion-dollar driver for the state economy. Passing this bill is a proactive 
“insurance policy” for the state’s tourism and real estate industries. Vote 18-0.
HB 1594-FN, establishing a weight-based tiered registration fee schedule for electric and plug-in hybrid 
vehicles. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Scott Bryer for Ways and Means. This bill changes the annual registration fee for electric vehicles from 
a flat fee to one based on type and weight. In addition to any other registration fees required, the bill calls 
for an annual registration fee for battery electric vehicles (BEV) weighing 1,001-3,000 pounds of $50; BEVs 
weighing 3,001 to 8,000 pounds of $100; BEVs weighing over 8,000 pounds of $150; and any size plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicles (PHEV) of $50. Currently, the flat fee on a BEV is a surcharge of $100. In FY 2025, 11,236 
BEVs were registered resulting in $1,123,600 in revenue. Most BEVs have a gross vehicle weight between 
3,001 pounds to 8,000 pounds. Thus, even if registrations remain static, revenue should remain neutral. PHEV 
will continue at the same rate of $50. Vote 18-0.
HB 1738-FN, relative to ratepayer benefits from the regional greenhouse gas initiative. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Mary Murphy for Ways and Means. This bill is a bipartisan act relative to ratepayer benefits from the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). The primary driver of this bill is to implement the Third RGGI 
Program Review, which was adopted by all participating states. If New Hampshire does not pass this bill, 
its carbon allowance structure would technically fall out of alignment with the rest of the RGGI program 
beginning in 2027, potentially creating administrative and legal complications for the state’s participation. 
Further, the bill adjusts the carbon dioxide emissions budget for 2027 through 2030. Because the allowance 
cap is being lowered (tightened), the state expects to see a reduction in total auction revenue. Revenue is 
projected to drop to roughly $33 million–$46 million per year, down from historical highs of approximately 
$66 million per year. While this is a decrease in total funds, it ensures the state remains a participant in 
the auction process. To protect ratepayers from spikes in energy prices, the bill establishes a “two-tier” cost 
containment reserve. If auction prices for carbon allowances get too high, the state can release additional 
allowances at set “trigger prices” (e.g., ~$20.87 in 2028). This acts as a safety valve to prevent wholesale 
electricity costs—which are passed on to consumers—from skyrocketing during periods of high demand or low 
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allowance supply. Proceeds from RGGI auctions in New Hampshire are deposited into the Energy Efficiency 
Fund. The majority of these funds are returned directly to electricity customers as rebates on their bills. By 
updating the RGGI rules through this bill, the state preserves the mechanism that allows these rebates to 
continue, even if the total pool of money is smaller than in previous years. Vote 18-0.
HB 1751-FN, relative to a start park public safety parking surcharge. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Scott Bryer for Ways and Means. This bill establishes a 5% public safety surcharge on paid parking at 
state park facilities and creates a dedicated fund to distribute collected revenues quarterly to host munici-
palities for public safety services related to park visitation. The bill as written would only allow the parking 
surcharge to work at parking facilities existing at Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (DNCR) that 
had kiosks, mobile applications, and metered parking which are predominantly located in the municipalities 
of Hampton and Rye. Most of the state parks throughout state would not be able to institute this surcharge 
due to internet availability for mobile applications and the fact that most park fees are collected at a toll 
booth within the respective park. The department indicated that most park access fees are in whole dollars, 
for example $5 per person, so the surcharge would be $0.25. Parks that have a high volume of visitors would 
be required to make change for every visitor that went through the toll booth entrance making it cumbersome 
to enter the park. In addition to this, the parks would need to maintain enough coinage necessary to make 
change. Because this cannot be administered uniformly throughout all state parks with access fees, the com-
mittee voted to recommend this bill Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 18-0.
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THURSDAY, MARCH 26
REGULAR CALENDAR

FINANCE
HB 112-FN, (New Title) requiring students in the university and community college systems of New Hamp-
shire to pass the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services civics naturalization test, take a course 
that covers fundamental American documents as part of the general education curriculum, or pass a civics 
course competency test. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Dan McGuire for the Majority of Finance. This bill requires public college and university students to 
pass the U.S. naturalization civics test to graduate, or to have previously passed it as part of their NH high 
school graduation requirements. The colleges claim that implementing this would add hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to their administrative costs, but strangely when the identical bill reached the Governor’s desk 
in 2021 it had no fiscal note. Similarly, the extensive bill passed in 2021 that added this requirement for 
high school graduation also lacked a fiscal note. The test has been successfully implemented by a hundred 
high schools across the state for the last five years. The majority concludes that the fiscal note on this bill 
is overstated, indicating general opposition to the policy rather than a necessary expense. Vote 14-11. Rep. 
Eileen Kelly for the Minority of Finance. The minority supports the idea of civics classes and knowledge, 
however, we do not believe the legislature should mandate a requirement for the University System of New 
Hampshire (USNH) and Community College System (CCSNH) students to pass the United States Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services naturalization test. Currently, in order to graduate, New Hampshire public 
high school students must pass this test. Approximately fifty-three percent of our high school students go 
on to attend the NH University System and ninety-four percent of the Community College System students 
are in-state students. Therefore, the majority of these students have already passed this test in high school. 
Tracking which higher education students have met the requirement in this bill, along with exemptions, will 
be challenging. Exempted students include any undergraduate students that are: exchange students; for-
eign nationals; NH public secondary school graduates who completed the test in their NH high school on or 
after its establishment in July 1, 2023; any military personnel on full-time active duty or part-time service, 
veteran pursuant to RSA 110-D:3, II or XX, any students who are admitted or transferring to an institution 
in the University System of New Hampshire before January 1, 2026. The amendment to HB 112 eliminated 
the fiscal note. However, there is a cost associated with mandating this test. The bill requires the University 
System and the Community College System to “establish procedures to administer, certify, and record results” 
of the test for those students needing to take it, along with managing the process to identify and record all 
the exemptions. When implementing the high school citizenship test requirement, the NH Department of 
Education outsourced many functions at a cost of approximately $500,000 and an additional $800,000 (ap-
proximately) through Governor and Council for a contract with the vendor for the next five years. In 2021, 
Governor Sununu vetoed HB 319, which was essentially the same bill as HB 112.
HB 629-FN, (New Title) raising the cost of a boat decal fee and allocating the funds collected by such fees to 
the dam maintenance fund. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Peter Leishman for Finance. This bill was filed as a result of recommendations from a bipartisan “Com-
mittee to Study Alternatives for Funding the Operation, Maintenance, and Repair of State-Owned Dams.” 
The state finds itself in a unique situation that it owns 276 dams - a dam is any impoundment exceeding 
six feet in height. Many of these dams are more than 100 years old and require rehabilitation, replacement 
or removal due to their deteriorating condition. These state owned dams have created or increased the size 
of Lake Winnipesaukee, Newfound Lake, Squam Lake and Lake Sunapee to name a few. These now owned 
state dams have been acquired after dams were abandoned by the previous owners due to the burden pre-
sented by needed capital expenditures or the mills that had been relying on these dams closed. HB 629-FN 
as amended will add a $5 fee to the boat sticker fee. This additional revenue will raise between $500,000 to 
$600,000 annually to be credited to the dam maintenance fund. Presently, there is a significant shortfall in 
the dam maintenance fund to abide by a 50-year rehabilitation schedule to replace or to rehabilitate state 
owned dams. The Dam Bureau requires $16 million dollars annually to address the deteriorating state owned 
dams. With the passage of HB 629-FN, much needed funding will be available to address the under funded 
dam maintenance fund. Vote 25-0.
HB 1130-FN, relative to judicial performance evaluations. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMEND-
MENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Carol McGuire for the Majority of Finance. This bill adds criteria and clarifies the requirements for 
judicial performance evaluations. The committee amendment deletes case processing as a criterion, since sched-
uling is done by the clerk of the courts, and moves the effective date to January 1, 2027, to give the Judicial 
Branch time to work out the details of their implementation. Some members were concerned that it seemed 
to decrease the information available to the Governor and Executive Council if a judge were to be nominated 
to a higher position, but that’s in the details the court system will establish. Another representative was 
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concerned that this might increase risk to judges, since the evaluations would be public. Since the names of 
judges deciding important cases are regularly given in newspaper articles, that’s not a serious concern. Vote 
13-12. Rep. Rosemarie Rung for the Minority of Finance. The minority is opposed to the passage of HB 1130-
FN. The bill would require an annual expenditure of $160,000 to $180,000 to hire additional administrative 
support to manage the increased number of court observers needed to evaluate current and proposed judges 
as called for in this bill. Taking into account Part 1, Article 37 of the NH Constitution, which outlines the 
separation of powers, this expenditure should be part of the Judicial Branch operations and not mandated 
by legislation. Additionally, this bill does not account for the cost of added security measures that may be 
necessary as a result of the public dissemination of identifiable performance reviews. When asked about the 
possibility of increased harassment or even threats to judges, a judge testified that security is a concern. The 
minority believes to pass this bill without any security accommodation to protect the increased risk to judges, 
especially since security for current courtroom proceedings is not adequately funded, is simply reckless.
HB 1421-FN, modifying title exemptions for motor vehicles manufactured before the year 2000. OUGHT 
TO PASS.
Rep. Keith Erf for Finance. This bill passed the House on a voice vote and the Finance Division II OTP rec-
ommendation was unanimous. The bill legislates that any vehicle, except heavy trucks and truck-tractors 
whose gross vehicle weight exceeds 18,000 pounds, whose manufacturer’s model year is older than 20 years 
is exempt from the need to title on purchase or transfer. This restores the rolling title exemption as it was 
prior to 2018 setting it at 20 years vs 15 years. Any vehicle over 20 years old may electively be titled by the 
owner provided they submit the proper documentation to establish chain of custody and ownership at the time 
the title application is submitted. The House amended bill that removed large trucks reduced the potential 
revenue reduction to about $500,000 dollars per year. Vote 25-0.
HB 1457-FN, relative to natural organic reduction of human remains. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Karen Ebel for Finance. This bill allows for the natural organic reduction of human remains and sets 
forth regulation for the practice. Logically, the bill is based on New Hampshire’s cremation statute, a method 
by which 80% of the remains of the deceased are treated. HB 1457 authorizes another process by which a 
deceased body changes form and, currently, 80% of deceased in New Hampshire are cremated. The bill also 
addresses the requirements for a facility. The bill passed the House floor with a bipartisan 301-48 vote, in-
dicating strong support for the policy. The Office of Professional Licensure and Certification (OPLC) will be 
in charge of licensing and overseeing the program. The fiscal note shows that all expenditures incurred by 
OPLC will be defrayed by fees charged. The revenues and related expenditures are indeterminable, but not 
expected to exceed $100,000. The committee unanimously supported passage of this legislation. Vote 25-0.
HB 1458-FN, (New Title) relative to the licensing of massage establishments and massage, reflexology, struc-
tural integration, and Asian bodywork facilities. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Carol McGuire for Finance. This bill implements the first step in addressing human trafficking opera-
tions that disguise centers of prostitution as massage parlors: it requires each parlor to have an individual 
proprietor, who must be licensed as both a massage therapist and a proprietor. The therapist license makes 
it more difficult for a “paper husband” – a minimally involved person with a clean record – to get the pro-
prietor’s license, which involves identification and a full, national criminal records check. The result of this 
process is that if a “massage parlor” is found, at least one of those running the show is identified, located, and 
available for prosecution. It will also identify the legitimate operations, at a minimal effort for them, so that 
we know the scope of the business in New Hampshire. Right now we know that there are some parlors, and 
some real massage therapy establishments, but not how many of each. The committee amendment updates 
the language on the criminal records check to the FBI’s current preference. Vote 25-0.
HB 1469-FN-A, (New Title) relative to the licensing requirements for massage therapy establishments. 
MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Karen Ebel for the Majority of Finance. This bill requires that massage establishments be licensed 
through the Office of Professional Licensure and Certification (OPLC). The advisory board and office are re-
sponsible for establishing rules for the license including standards, conditions, inspection standards and public 
display of certificate, among other requirements. The licenses are for those establishments with more than 
one therapist, however, those sole massage therapists that provide services without an appointment need a 
massage establishment license. The licensees are inspected upon a complaint per OPLC existing enforcement 
statutes. As amended to remove the paralegal investigative position, HB 1469 has no money associated with 
it. The bill is strongly supported by NH Association of Chiefs of Police and the Town of Derry. As noted in 
The Derry town administrators letter to the committee, the town staff worked collaboratively with the bill’s 
prime sponsor to develop effective countermeasures to try to stop these harmful businesses. Vote 15-10. 
Rep. Carol McGuire for the Minority of Finance. The minority is concerned about a number of issues with 
HB 1469. First, this sets up the administrative investigators from the OPLC to enforce the licensing and 
inspection requirements to prevent human trafficking. Human trafficking is a crime, and law enforcement 



	 20  MARCH  2026  HOUSE  RECORD	 10

personnel should be investigating it, not license clerks. Secondly, the registration and inspection require-
ments will be a burden on the legitimate massage therapy establishments. These are our constituents. We 
don’t know how many establishments there are, and their licensing fees will have to pay for the regulations. 
The minority recommends that the state institute the proprietor licenses from HB 1458 and determine how 
many massage establishments there are in the state, and if that minimal effort helps law enforcement deal 
with the trafficking cases.
HB 1477-FN, relative to the permitting and regulation of anchored seasonal floating platforms on public 
waters. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Gerald Griffin for the Majority of Finance. This bill requires that all anchored seasonal platforms, on 
all the state’s lakes, be permitted by the Department of Safety, Division of Marine Patrol. It establishes a 
$50 permit fee for such permit, the proceeds of which will be split equally between the navigation safety fund 
and the cyanobacteria mitigation and grant fund. This bill does not provide for funding or new positions, yet 
we know from testimony that at least two positions would be needed and other costs would be incurred in 
carrying out the intent of the bill. The Marine Patrol currently employs one person to handle mooring per-
mits on just eight of our lakes, yet this bill would require permits for floating platforms on all our lakes and 
the majority doubts that this can be done with only half the fee. In fact we have no clear idea of how many 
floating platforms even exist. Many of our smaller lakes are not visited on any regular basis, so enforcement 
would be questionable at best. The apparent goal of the bill was to raise funds for cyanobacteria mitigation, 
yet it seems ironic that it does so by taxing floating platforms, which by blocking sunlight from the water, 
are themselves a mitigation device. The majority believes this bill was not well thought out and increases 
our growing bureaucracy. Vote 14-11.
Rep. Rosemarie Rung for the Minority of Finance. This bill, which passed unanimously in the House, would 
require a registration fee on floats and inflatables consistent with registrations currently required for other 
private property anchored in public waters, such as docks and over 4,800 moorings. The $50 fee would split 
between the Navigation Safety Fund (which shall administer the program) and the cyanobacteria Mitigation 
Loan and Grant Fund. From GIS analysis for areas within 75’ setback of high water mark of bodies greater 
than 10 acres, NHDES estimates there are 50,000 shorefront properties. Aerial and on-the-ground observa-
tions estimate 25% would have anchored seasonal platforms. Thus, $625,000/year would be raised annually 
by this fee with the estimated $178,000 (2027), $144,000 (2028) and $150,000 (2029) administration cost 
coming from the Navigation Safety Fund. Presently, the cyanobacteria Mitigation Loan and Grant Fund is 
depleted and needs a consistent revenue source to address the growing number of lakes chronically impaired 
with toxic cyanobacteria blooms. Without treatment, which typically costs $500,000 per lake, the $17 billion 
dollar NH lake economy is at risk, in addition to the health care costs for diseases associated with exposure 
to toxic blooms.
HB 1483-FN, creating a motor vehicle license plate for amateur radio operators. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO 
PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Keith Erf for the Majority of Finance.
This bill passed the House on the consent calendar and the Finance Division II OTP/A recommendation was 
7-1. It stipulates a new vanity plate be made available for ham and amateur radio operators. The original bill 
stated “the director is allowed to set a fee for the plates as approved by the New Hampshire house and senate 
ways and means committee.” As there is no New Hampshire house and senate ways and means committee the 
amendment removes this leaving the fee to be set as it is for all vanity plates. The cost to the state is only a 
one time setup fee of $25,000. Vote 19-5. Rep. Rosemarie Rung for the Minority of Finance. This bill is a van-
ity plate program for ham and amateur radio operators. The cost for software changes to accommodate these 
plates is borne by all vanity and standard plate owners, not just by those wishing to have a ham radio plate. 
This proposed decorated vanity plate does not generate revenue for the state like the existing special plates 
(Conservation and State Park), nor does it honor our heroes like plates do for veterans, Purple Heart recipi-
ents, active duty military, former Prisoners of War, the National Guard and Pearl Harbor survivors. Allowing 
special plates for ham radio operators sets a precedent for other hobbyists who want their own special plates, 
creating a higher overall administrative burden. The policy committee argued that ham radio operators would 
be needed volunteers during a catastrophic communications failure, but a license plate should not be intended 
as a volunteer recruitment tool for such an event, especially when the Department of Motor Vehicles said that 
the plate would not be able to accommodate call numbers exceeding 5-7 letters. The state already has a decal 
plate program that is more affordable and appropriate for people wanting a ham radio operator license plate.
HB 1492-FN, (New Title) relative to the regulation and appeal of motor vehicle towing from public highways 
and prohibiting the division of motor vehicles from suspending a license on the basis of debt owed to a private 
entity related to the towing or storing of a motor vehicle. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for Finance. This bill passed the House on February 19 by a 256-84 division 
vote. The Finance Committee does not have any financial concerns over this bill and unanimously voted for 
the OTP motion. Vote 25-0.
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HB 1555-FN, relative to the administration and enforcement of the state fire code. MAJORITY: OUGHT 
TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for the Majority of Finance.
This bill was unanimously supported by the policy committee and passed the House on a voice vote, which is 
why we were surprised by the policy related objections raised by two out of three minority Finance 2 members 
during our work session, especially considering the modest fiscal note attached to the bill, and the fact that 
Finance Committee members do not attend the bill hearings and policy committee sessions. The majority does 
not feel the need to second guess the unanimous vote of the policy committee and has no concerns over the 
financial impact of this bill that will facilitate greater code flexibility, helping to keep building costs under 
control. Vote 14-10. Rep. Kate Murray for the Minority of Finance. This bill appears to be in response to 
an individual problem for which there is already an appeal process in place. This process seems more than 
adequate in addressing future issues that may be raised. We find that this bill opens up a real and dangerous 
path to overrule local decisions. This bill takes decision-making out of the hands of local government and local 
officials who understand the particulars of any issues and the impacts of any decisions on the community. 
We feel this bill provides an avenue for an appeal process designed to get around local decisions and adds 
unnecessary bureautic layers to the current appeals process. This disincentivises communities from compro-
mising and working together with both parties coming to mutually acceptable outcomes. Fire chiefs from 
several municipalities were clear that they oppose this bill as it undermines their ability to do what is best 
for their communities. Further, the state fire marshall indicated he would need an additional two positions, 
anticipating the amount of work this would involve at an appropriation for about $200,000 per year. Already 
there are numerous positions in the department that are unfilled. For these reasons, the minority opposes 
the OTP and recommends a motion of ITL.
HB 1563-FN-LOCAL, relative to the special education aid formula. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Walter Spilsbury for Finance. The House approved HB 1563 with amendment by voice vote on February 
19, 2026, sending it on to Finance. In this form, the bill would lower the threshold at which the state would 
begin contributing to a school district’s costs for high dollar special education students from the current 
level of 3-1/2 times the average statewide per student cost, i.e., approximately $75,000, down significantly to 
$50,000. The Department of Education would be responsible for 10 percent in a new tier from $50,000 up to 
$60,000, and 80 percent above $60,000 up to $200,000, and 90 percent above $200,000. It further provides 
that these threshold levels would adjust 2 percent annually to account for anticipated inflation and that, 
when budgeted funds fall short, proration would occur subject to a guaranteed floor of 80 percent (rising to 
90 percent on July 1, 2029) of all qualified claims properly submitted. The Finance Committee finds that 
the number of additional students that would be subject of this expanded state support is unknown, that 
the costs associated with those students is unknown, and that the department has no data from the districts 
that would enable a good estimate, so that it is impossible to quantify the exposure to the state of such a 
dramatic expansion with any confidence except to understand that it might be dramatic. Nonetheless, the 
committee believes that the policy of this bill is sound and that it is time for the state to move in the direction 
of increasing state support of special education costs, 85% of which are now borne by districts (especially in 
light of the failure of our federal government to provide more funds as initially envisioned on passage of the 
federal IDEA law). Therefore, the committee has fashioned an amendment designed to allow progress in this 
direction in a conservative fashion. The committee’s amendment creates a three-tier structure, introducing 
a new tier reimbursing 15% of costs over a threshold of 2-1/2 times the statewide average per student cost, 
retaining the existing commitment to reimburse 80% of costs exceeding 3-1/2 times, and incorporating the 
bill’s top tier of 90% share over 10 times the base average. Our rough estimates suggest this will obligate the 
state to new spending somewhere under a maximum of $22.5 million annually. The committee concludes that 
limiting the state’s share in the new lower tier to 15% will contain the exposure to a manageable level while 
moving in a constructive direction, lightening the burden on the district property taxpayers, and beginning 
to provide the data to better understand district spending on special education services. The amendment 
applies the proration floor of 80%, adopted into law last year, to all three tiers evenly. And it further miti-
gates the impact by requiring certified reporting from the districts and a risk-based monitoring system by 
the department to provide a broad-based set of selective and random reviews necessary to identify anomalies 
and problems, without the burden of examining every claim. Claims based on expenditures incurred during 
the 2027-2028 school year would be reimbursed starting in the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2028, when the 
bill would take effect. The committee believes that these measures, taken together, may lay a foundation for 
further increasing support to districts gradually over time. Vote 25-0.
HB 1571-FN-A, requiring the department of education to review statewide academic standards and curricu-
lum and making an appropriation therefor. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for Finance. This bill was voted 16-1 out of the policy committee and passed the 
House on February 19 by a voice vote. The Finance Committee does not have any financial concerns over this 
bill and unanimously voted for the OTP motion. Vote 25-0.
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HB 1576-FN, relative to the enforcement of criminal restitution obligations. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Joe Sweeney for Finance. This legislation strengthens enforcement of criminal restitution obligations 
and reinforces that victims are prioritized within the justice system. The committee determined that improv-
ing compliance mechanisms will increase accountability and ensure that court-ordered restitution is fulfilled. 
Vote 25-0.
HB 1602-FN, creating a safe battery recycling stewardship program. MAJORITY: REFER FOR INTERIM 
STUDY. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Dan McGuire for the Majority of Finance. This bill would have New Hampshire join an international 
cartel of battery manufacturers, in exchange for a battery recycling program. It requires that most types of 
batteries and some battery-containing products only be supplied by those who pay the cartel. This bill came to 
us deeply flawed. It has numerous typos and internal inconsistencies. Regardless of the merits of the under-
lying policy, the majority of the Finance Committee cannot approve a mess, hence the interim study recom-
mendation. Even if the language problems were solved, the premise behind the bill can’t be fixed. We’re told 
that battery materials are toxic and valuable, that keeping them out of landfills and into recycling programs 
will help the environment and the economy. In reality ordinary alkaline and zinc batteries have been safe for 
landfills for thirty years, rechargeable batteries already have free recycling programs sponsored by big box 
hardware stores, and used batteries are not valuable, which is why nobody will buy yours. Our law already 
bans disposal of lithium ion batteries in trash. Finally, the majority believes this bill is clearly unconstitu-
tional, consider part 2 article 83. In no uncertain terms it tells us to prevent monopolies. We are required 
to use all our powers against those who would “... destroy free and fair competition ... through combination, 
conspiracy, monopoly ...”. HB 1602 would do the opposite. Vote 13-11. Rep. Karen Ebel for the Minority 
of Finance. This bill would create an effective, free battery collection system for NH, including hazardous 
lithium batteries. Independent businesses, which support HB 1602, will run the program, not the government. 
Finance Committee review indicates zero net effect on the state budget. The House supported the unanimous 
recommendation of the Environment and Agriculture committee with a 264-72 vote. E&A fully vetted the 
HB 1602 policy. The bill results from extensive research by the state’s Solid Waste Working Group. It is a 
state stakeholder group charged with working with DES in support of the state’s Solid Waste Management 
Plan seeking ways to reduce waste in NH. HB 1602 is a top priority business-operated program enhancing 
employee and first responder safety and keeping hazardous waste out of landfills. There’s no state-imposed 
or industry-imposed state specific fee. All recycling costs are born by the battery manufacturers, which sup-
port the nationwide effort to recoup valuable critical minerals from enhanced battery collection. As a $20B 
industry, including a state the size of NH has no real effect on their production costs with virtually no effect 
on battery costs. In fact, we are already buying batteries with included recycling costs. If we don’t participate, 
we lose the benefit of free disposal. HB 1602 saves towns and businesses expensive disposal costs paid for 
via property taxes. The NH Retailers Association has no objection to HB 1602. Damaged lithium batteries 
have caused conflagrations in a matter of seconds in NH causing millions in damages. Solid waste workers 
and first responders are at extreme risk. Our State Fire Marshal, the NH Association of Fire Chiefs and the 
Professional Fire Fighters of NH support this bill. Our Governor focused on lithium battery hazards for the 
2025 Fire Prevention Week. Battery-related fire risks are causing skyrocketing insurance premiums, increas-
ing disposal costs. Our national security and strategic supply chain requires an adequate supply of critical 
minerals, including lithium, cobalt, nickel and graphite. China controls at least 80% of the processing capac-
ity. We are at their mercy for much of our supply. Recycling the $30B of battery-related products we import 
from China builds our strategic stockpile. During the Finance Committee executive session, certain simple 
drafting oversights were identified. These will be corrected with passage of a bipartisan floor amendment. In 
addition to our fire chiefs and fire fighters, this bill is supported by the BIA, Waste Management, Casella, 
Win-Waste, the NHMA, the Rechargeable Battery Association, the Androscoggin Valley Regional Refuse 
Disposal District and a consortium of environmental groups. Real benefits to Granite Staters led to broad 
NH-based support: tax savings, consumer and business savings, fire safety and national security enhance-
ment. HB 1602 deserves passage.
HB 1633-FN, expanding the information provided to survivors of sexual assault regarding their existing 
rights. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Carol McGuire for the Majority of Finance. This bill requires law enforcement and emergency rooms 
to notify survivors of sexual assaults of their rights, with a notice prepared by the Attorney General’s office. 
The only cost is in providing and processing the rape kits, and the committee believes that this is a normal 
responsibility of the AG’s office – to obtain and control evidence of a crime. Vote 24-1. Rep. Eileen Kelly for 
the Minority of Finance. The minority agrees that notifying victims of their rights is critical and should be 
happening. However, we are very concerned about the over $1 million fiscal note and the impact it would 
have on existing practices. In the past, there has been a backlog of unprocessed rape kits, often expiring, 
leaving victims without recourse and affected their access to justice. This change could create another back-
log of kits that are collected but won’t actually yield any evidence that could be used in a case and could 
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do more harm to victims. This bill would require the Department of Justice to redesign New Hampshire’s 
sexual assault evidence collection kits, expanding evidence collection beyond existing state protocols and 
nationally recognized best practices. Doing so would require purchasing new materials and distributing more 
kits statewide, increasing costs and administrative burdens. The minority believes the bill also broadens 
the circumstances under which kits could be used, regardless of whether evidence collection is medically 
necessary or appropriate. This could potentially divert resources from cases where forensic evidence is most 
reliable. The current kits already align with national standards, ensuring reliable evidence collection while 
supporting survivors and the justice system effectively.
HB 1705-FN, establishing an employee assistance program for small town and volunteer first responders and 
making an appropriation therefor. MAJORITY: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY. MINORITY: OUGHT 
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Brian Seaworth for the Majority of Finance. This bill would task the state workers’ Employee Assis-
tance Program (EAP) with open enrollment to full-time or volunteer first responders from any town with 5 
or fewer full-time, paid first responders in their employ. It accomplishes this by appropriating funds for one 
additional staffer for the EAP, a team managed out of the Department of Health and Human Services cur-
rently consisting of 6 employees plus one unfunded, unfilled position. The majority is acutely aware of the 
needs of our state’s first responders and supports work to make sure they are provided for. We share the fear, 
expressed by the majority of the policy committee, that this bill is not developed sufficiently to meet those 
needs. We therefore recommend that this language be worked on over the summer to resolve the many ques-
tions that its language raises. Vote 14-10. Rep. Jerry Stringham for the Minority of Finance. This bill as 
amended provides access to an employee assistance program (EAP) to volunteer first responders and towns 
with five or fewer full-time paid first responders. HB-1705 was passed by the House with a vote of 194-154 
just a few short weeks ago. Both sides agree that there is a need for first responders without access to crisis 
related support services to have support. HB 1705 calls for the addition of one staff member to handle the 
added workload for the state employee’s EAP. Because DHHS is short one staff now and the department is 
unable to recruit due to a budgetary-driven hiring freeze, the minority will propose an amendment to delay 
the start of the program to give the department the time to start the program appropriately. The minority 
recommends Ought to Pass with Amendment.
HB 1775-FN, relative to utility ownership of natural gas and nuclear power generation facilities. MAJOR-
ITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Joe Sweeney for the Majority of Finance. The majority of House Finance recommends HB 1775-FN be 
found Ought to Pass, as this bill allows utility ownership of natural gas and nuclear generation facilities under 
5 Megawatt, expanding the state’s ability to secure reliable and affordable energy. The committee determined 
that providing this flexibility strengthens long-term energy stability and positions New Hampshire to better 
manage supply and cost pressures for ratepayers. Vote 15-10.
Rep. Chris Muns for the Minority of Finance. The purpose of RSA 374-G is to stimulate diverse investment 
in distributed energy resources in New Hampshire to increase energy security and lessen our dependence 
on traditional fossil fueled sources of electricity. No where in that chapter does the General Court favor one 
form of investment over another. This bill changes that neutrality by encouraging investment in natural gas 
and nuclear technologies, which picks “winners and losers” by “tipping the scales in favor” of one form of 
investment over another. The minority believes that by encouraging NH utilities to once again become verti-
cally integrated monopolies who invest in the construction (and ownership) of nuclear or fossil fuel plants, 
we will be exposing NH ratepayers to higher electricity rates from cost overruns and other stranded costs 
such as occurred when PSNH invested in the Seabrook Nuclear Station. This is of particular concern with 
respect to small scale, modular nuclear plants which is a promising but unproven technology that comes with 
an extremely high price tag per megawatt. Nothing increases electricity rates faster than buying the most 
expensive form of energy and allowing investors to recover their investment from retail customer subsidies. 
Finally, the minority is concerned that the bill would repeal section RSA 374-G:3, V which requires fossil-
fueled generators to operate at a minimum energy efficiency of 60% and to meet certain minimum emissions 
standards. No one who appeared before the committee gave any reasonable explanation of why repealing 
these standards for all fossil-fueled generators (not just new ones that might be built if this bill becomes law) 
was necessary or beneficial.
HB 1809-FN, authorizing the medical use of psilocybin through a program established in the department 
of health and human services. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO 
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Rich Nalevanko for the Majority of Finance. Members of the majority of the committee, as well as other 
members of the committee, identified several issues and challenges in the bill as presented. First and fore-
most, while members of DHHS took no position on the merits of the bill, in their direct testimony they noted 
that DHHS would be responsible for providing administrative support for the advisory board established by 
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the bill which they said would require the upfront addition of one new administrator plus one new program 
administrator at an estimated cost of $250,000 initially and annually - with no provision in the bill for this 
funding in the current budget and no authorization for the new positions, thus solely relying on general funds. 
Considering this, DHHS would face significant challenges in staffing and related costs in creating the required 
regulatory measures, especially in light of coping with a $51 million back of the budget reduction and hiring 
freeze (it was noted that DHHS currently had more than 200 unfilled positions). There was some consensus 
on the committee that notwithstanding the possible merits of the bill that there were many other areas that 
would have a higher priority for an additional general fund expenditure of $250,000 in the first full year, fol-
lowed by $224,000 and $236,000 in the second and third years. Other issues and concerns raised by committee 
members during testimony by the prime sponsor included the statement that this program had no identifi-
able outside sources of near term or longer term funding and the likely number of potential participants in 
the program, while unknown, was likely to be small. Also, the fact that this is basically a research program 
on a schedule 1 substance under the federal Controlled Substances Act means that data on the benefits and 
outcomes is not extensive nor definitive. The conclusion of the majority was that the financial expenditure in 
the current environment was not justified at this time, resulting in a recommendation of ITL. Vote 13-11. 
Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for the Minority of Finance. This bill was unanimously supported by the policy 
committee and passed the House on February 12 on a voice vote. We cannot understate the importance of 
exploring ways of addressing the unmet needs of patients (including many veterans, and sex abuse victims) 
suffering with severe, treatment-resistant conditions like depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, substance 
use disorders, etc., so the minority believes that it is important to start the process by establishing and sup-
porting the proposed Medical Psilocybin Advisory Board. The minority recognizes the concerns of the majority 
and has prepared amendment 1201h which removes the “Medical Use of Psilocybin Program” portion, and 
pushes the effective date of the bill to July 1, 2027. Since the amendment addresses the financial concerns 
of the majority by reducing the bill cost and by allowing any future expenditures to be considered during the 
next budget process, the minority of the Finance Committee recommends Ought to Pass with Amendment.

WAYS AND MEANS
HB 1542-FN, (New Title) allowing alternative compliance payments to the renewable energy fund to be re-
funded to ratepayers on a per kilowatt hour basis. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. 
MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Bill Ohm for the Majority of Ways and Means. This bill, as amended, would gradually wind down the 
Renewable Energy Fund and refund the proceeds to ratepayers, thus lowering their electric bills. The refunds 
would start in the next fiscal year, and are estimated to be $6.4 million in FY 2027 and continue until the 
fund is depleted. Four administrative positions would be eliminated, which would leave five remaining. 
Funding for the Office of Energy Innovation would still be maintained. Vote 10-8. Rep. Thomas Oppel for 
the Minority of Ways and Means. While global oil and gas prices rise exponentially, and with no domestic 
fossil fuel production in New Hampshire, this bill effectively eliminates most efforts to develop robust energy 
market competition. The minority believes that it trades leveraging investments in New Hampshire-based 
energy sources, which produce both real savings and long-term reliability, for the short-sighted return of 
pennies on consumer energy bills that leave the state trapped to fossil fuels as our primary source of energy. 
This is the equivalent of taking dollars out of digital technology to invest in the Pony Express.
HB 1655-FN, establishing a funding source for maintaining state owned dams. WITHOUT RECOMMEN-
DATION
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill: (1) established fees on property with water-
front access and deeded water rights to a body of water created by a state-owned dam; (2) directed such fees 
to the maintenance of state-owned dams; (3) directed the Department of Revenue to identify properties and 
landowners with waterfront access and deeded water rights to waterbodies impounded by state-owned dams; 
(4) authorized the municipality to assess and collect a fee of $100 per year on real estate with waterfront 
access; (5) authorized the municipality to assess and collect a fee of $50 per year on real estate with deeded 
water access; (6) authorized the municipality to retain $5 of the collected fees for management, collection and 
disbursement of monies collected; (7) authorized a charge of 8% per annum for fees not collected by 12/1 to 
be applied toward maintenance fund. The committee members who voted to recommend this bill Inexpedient 
to Legislate stated it was a fairness issue, and to charge fees only to those who had waterfront access and 
deeded rights, when the whole community benefited from access to the waterbodies, was not fair. They also 
felt that a better and more fair way to raise funds for dam maintenance would be advisable.
							       Rep. Mary Ford
Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This bill establishes a funding source for maintaining state owned 
dams. It raises $3 million annually by establishing a fee on property that has waterfront access to a body of 
water created by a state-owned dam and directs such fees to the maintenance of state-owned dams. This bill 
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is a responsible and necessary response based on the findings of the 2024 Committee to Study Alternatives 
for Funding the Operation, Maintenance, and Repair of State-Owned Dams. Half of the Ways and Means 
Committee voted to recommend this bill Inexpedient to Legislate, but those in favor of the Ought to Pass 
motion believe that it is short-sighted and potentially dangerous to prevent critical funding for dam main-
tenance. New Hampshire’s lakes and rivers are a vital natural resource that all Granite Staters enjoy, and 
unless there is money set aside now, the future of the over 250 state-owned dams is at risk. The failure of any 
one dam could cost the state millions of dollars, and result in lost property value and recreational activities. 
Lakefront residents benefit most from dams because property values would be dramatically reduced if a dam 
fails. There are many examples of failed or failing dams affecting lake level and recreational opportunities, 
including the Hadley Falls Dam in Goffstown and Northwood Meadows Lake, the centerpiece of the state 
park, which is a big factor in the town’s economy. The $3 million raised annually for the Dam Maintenance 
Fund is based on 24,000 waterfront properties and 12,000 deeded access properties and expects to spend the 
full amount collected on dam maintenance and related infrastructure. While critics contend this bill unfairly 
burdens waterfront property owners, the funds raised are only one piece of the dam funding puzzle to meet 
the $8.5 million annual unmet need.
							       Rep. Dennis Malloy

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
FRIDAY, MARCH 20

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES (RSA 541-A:2), Room 100, SH
	 9:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, Room 159, GP
10:00 a.m.	 SB 467-FN, relative to the penalty for certain fentanyl-related offenses and establishing a 

mandatory minimum sentence for the crime of distribution of a controlled drug with death 
resulting.

		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 
the time the committee is initially convened.

FISCAL COMMITTEE (RSA 14:30-a), Room 230, GP
11:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.

MONDAY, MARCH 23
WAYS AND MEANS, Room 159, GP
10:00 a.m.	 SB 511-FN, relative to state park fee discounts for state residents.
10:30 a.m.	 Full committee work session on SB 542, limiting the game dates available to charities at gam-

ing facilities; SB 633-FN, relative to donations received by the granite patron of the arts fund; 
SB 652-FN, changing the maximum award of tax credits for overpayment of due taxes.

11:30 a.m.	 Executive session on SB 542, limiting the game dates available to charities at gaming facilities; 
SB 633-FN, relative to donations received by the granite patron of the arts fund; SB 652-FN, 
changing the maximum award of tax credits for overpayment of due taxes.

		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 
the time the committee is initially convened.

TUESDAY, MARCH 24
CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW, Room 230, GP
10:00 a.m.	 SB 412, relative to the conditional release of delinquent minors and children in need of services.
10:30 a.m.	 SB 413, relative to the detention of a minor attaining the age of 18 during the pendency of a 

delinquency action.
11:00 a.m.	 SB 515-FN, relative to judicial determinations related to children placed in a qualified residential 

treatment program in certain juvenile matters and appointment of counsel in certain circumstances.
11:30 a.m.	 SB 608-FN, relative to family caregiver support in certain programs and child care support for 

kinship caregivers.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.
PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS, Room 228, GP
10:00 a.m.	 SB 497, removing a reference to procurement through the department of administrative ser-

vices for certain capital appropriations to the community college system of New Hampshire and 
changing a reference regarding spaces assigned for use for members of the legislature.
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10:30 a.m.	 SB 529-FN, giving preference to lumber sourced in the United States on all state-funded build-
ing projects.

11:00 a.m.	 SB 629, renaming the new roundabout on Route 302 at the East Conway Road intersection to 
“Oliveira Circle.”

11:30 a.m.	 SB 632-FN, relative to a certain highway sign in Concord.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25
EDUCATION POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 232, GP
10:00 a.m.	 SB 577-FN, prohibiting the use of specific color additives in meals offered or made available 

by public schools.
10:30 a.m.	 SB 429-FN-A, relative to the placement of trauma kits in public schools and making an ap-

propriation therefor.
11:00 a.m.	 SB 575, establishing a study committee to study the issue of school bullying.
	 1:00 p.m.	 SB 101-FN, authorizing parents to enroll their children in any public school in the state and 

creating a limited exemption from parental consent required for certain recordings under the 
parental bill of rights.

		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 
the time the committee is initially convened.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 231, GP
10:10 a.m.	 SB 526, establishing a New Hampshire-Greece trade council.
10:20 a.m.	 SB 400, relative to duties and reporting requirements of the therapeutic cannabis medical 

oversight board.
11:00 a.m.	 Public hearing on proposed non-germane amendment #2026-1231h to SB 572, relative to New 

Hampshire hospital real estate. This amendment prohibits any state agency or political sub-
division from using public funds to advertise or otherwise promote vaccines. This amendment 
also requires that any educational materials regarding vaccines produced by a state agency or 
political subdivision provide risks and benefits in the same font size as the recommendations, 
avoid generalized recommendations for universal vaccination, and encourage individuals to 
consult their personal health care providers to determine whether immunization is necessary. 
Copies of the amendment are available on the General Court website.

11:10 a.m.	 SB 423, reestablishing the commission to study the incidence of post-traumatic stress disorder 
in first responders.

11:30 a.m.	 SB 656-FN, establishing a web-based occupational license application portal for veterans and 
military spouses.

11:45 a.m.	 SB 510, ensuring state-operated, publicly accessible spaces have designated smoking areas 
undetectable to visitors.

	 1:00 p.m.	 SB 571, relative to the requirements to be issued a certificate as a certified public accountant.
	 1:20 p.m.	 SB 494-FN, relative to the state fire code, fire incident reporting and investigations, and the 

duties of the state fire marshal.
	 1:40 p.m.	 SB 530-FN, relative to fetal death reporting to the Centers for Disease Control.
	 1:50 p.m.	 SB 298-FN, relative to sober living house certification and operational standards.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.
HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS, Room 158, GP
10:00 a.m.	 SB 421, relative to the membership and duties of the trauma medical review committee and 

establishing a study committee to review the membership and duties of other boards and an 
appointment related to emergency medical services.

10:30 a.m.	 SB 422, relative to membership of the governor’s commission on addiction, treatment, and 
prevention.

11:00 a.m.	 SB 454-FN, requiring the department of health and human services to update existing relevant 
public health outreach programs by incorporating information to aid public understanding and 
awareness of Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias.

11:30 a.m.	 SB 543-FN, relative to long-term care eligibility and making an appropriation therefor.
	 1:00 p.m.	 SB 670-FN-A, establishing a developmental services oversight commission; relative to reporting 

requirements regarding the death of a child in residential care; and relative to the registry of 
founded reports of abuse, neglect, or exploitation of vulnerable adults.
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	 2:00 p.m.	 SB 549-FN, requiring certain syringe service program entities to provide options for disposal 
of used syringes and needles and creating reporting requirements for such entities.

		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 
the time the committee is initially convened.

JUDICIARY, Room 230, GP
	 9:00 a.m.	 SB 414, relative to enforcement of marital property settlements.
	 9:30 a.m.	 SB 519-FN, relative to the use of unmanned aerial systems.
10:00 a.m.	 SB 619-FN, establishing procedures for expedited court hearings and disposition of confiscated 

animals.
10:30 a.m.	 SB 552, permitting classification of individuals based on biological sex under certain limited 

circumstances.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.
RESOURCES, RECREATION AND DEVELOPMENT, Room 228, GP
	 9:30 a.m.	 SB 450-FN, relative to a state parks pass pilot program for recovery centers and community 

mental health centers.
10:00 a.m.	 SB 503, relative to the use of spruce-pine-fir lumber.
10:30 a.m.	 SB 522, re-establishing the commission to study the economic impact of the arts and culture 

in New Hampshire.
11:00 a.m.	 SB 592, enabling regional, conservation, and energy resource planning for habitat strongholds 

and wildlife corridors and creating a commission to study transferring ownership of the Win-
nipesaukee River Basin program to an alternative authority.

11:30 a.m.	 SB 594-FN, eliminating the use of agitators in instances where temporary docks have been 
removed from bodies of water.

	 1:00 p.m.	 SB 443, relative to wastewater engineering.
	 1:30 p.m.	 SB 596-FN, prohibiting smoking in Hampton Beach State Park.
	 2:00 p.m.	 SB 598, establishing the cyanobacteria mitigation loan and grant fund task force.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.

THURSDAY, MARCH 26
COMMISSION ON THE INTERDISCIPLINARY PRIMARY CARE WORKFORCE (RSA 126-T), NH 
Hospital Association, 125 Airport Road, Conference Room 1, Concord
	 2:00 p.m.	 Regular meeting. Join Teams: Meeting ID: 241 079 611 968 22 Passcode: Qr7LS7Y8
		  https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/24107961196822?p=y9W6XrHJ3T9FhWXJwg

FRIDAY, MARCH 27
COMMISSION TO STUDY REVENUE ALTERNATIVES TO THE ROAD TOLL, ROAD TOLL REG-
ISTRATION CHARGES, AND REVENUE ALTERNATIVES TO VEHICLE REGISTRATION FEES, 
INCLUDING ELECTRIC VEHICLE REGISTRATION FEES, TO FUND IMPROVEMENTS TO THE 
STATE’S HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES AND THEIR RESULTING IMPROVEMENTS TO THE ENVI-
RONMENT (RSA 21-J:49), NH Department of Safety, 33 Hazen Drive, Room 112, Concord
10:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
EDUCATION FREEDOM SAVINGS ACCOUNT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE (RSA 194-F:12), Room 
232, GP
10:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE (RSA 126-A:13), Room 158, GP
	 9:30 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
MOUNT WASHINGTON COMMISSION (RSA 227-B:3), The Glen House, Glen
10:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
NEW HAMPSHIRE-IRELAND TRADE COUNCIL (RSA 12-O:22-a), Department of Business and 
Economic Affairs, 100 North Main Street, Suite 100, Concord
	 1:00 p.m.	 Regular meeting.
SOLID WASTE WORKING GROUP (RSA 149-M:61), NHDES – 29 Hazen Drive, Concord (Room 208C)
	 9:30 a.m.	 Regular meeting.

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/24107961196822?p=y9W6XrHJ3T9FhWXJwg
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MONDAY, MARCH 30
COUNTY-STATE FINANCE COMMISSION (RSA 28-B:1), Main Building, 105 Pleasant St., Concord
10:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.

TUESDAY, MARCH 31
ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE, Room 153, GP
10:00 a.m.	 SB 475, including a determination of the best interest of the animal in the definition of foster 

home.
10:30 a.m.	 SB 418, prohibiting municipalities from requiring licenses for the production and sale of home-

stead food products.
11:00 a.m.	 SB 644-FN, requiring background checks for solid waste and hazardous waste facility owners.
	 1:00 p.m.	 SB 624-FN, restricting access to certain hemp-derived products.
	 1:30 p.m.	 SB 465-FN, classifying xylazine as a schedule III controlled drug.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.

TUESDAY, APRIL 7
STATE VETERANS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RSA 115-A:2), Edward Cross Training Complex, 722 
Riverwood Drive, Pembroke
	 5:00 p.m.	 Regular meeting.

FRIDAY, APRIL 10
JOINT LEGISLATIVE PERFORMANCE AUDIT AND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE (RSA 17-N:1), 
Room 234, GP
	 9:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
THE GOVERNOR’S COMMISSION ON ADDICTION, TREATMENT AND PREVENTION (RSA 12-J:1), 
Location Change: New Hampshire Department of Justice, 1 Granite Place, Concord, Press Room
	 9:30 a.m.	 Regular meeting.

MONDAY, APRIL 13
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (RSA 188-E:10-b), 25 Hall Street, 
Concord
	 9:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
NEW HAMPSHIRE COUNCIL ON SUICIDE PREVENTION (RSA 126-R:2), Remote
10:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting. Join Zoom:https://naminh-org.zoom.us/j/81260403703

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15
WAYS AND MEANS, Reps Hall, SH
	 3:00 p.m.	 Public hearing on proposed amendment #2026-1134h to CACR 12, relating to voting on broad-

based taxes. Providing that a supermajority vote of the general court shall be required to enact 
any broad-bases taxes. This constitutional amendment concurrent resolution prohibits the house 
of representatives from adopting any tax on personal income. Copies of the amendment are 
available on the General Court website.

		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 
the time the committee is initially convened.

MONDAY, APRIL 20
STATE COMMISSION ON AGING (RSA 19-P:1), NH Hospital Association, 125 Airport Rd., Concord,
10:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.

REVISED FISCAL NOTES
The following bills have a revised fiscal note: HB 112, HB 215, HB 219, HB 224, HB 241, HB 518, HB 547, 
HB 563, HB 570, HB 572, HB 595, HB 607, HB 609, HB 611, HB 619, HB 621, HB 624, HB 629, HB 630, 
HB 635, HB 648, HB 649, HB 651, HB 652, HB 665, HB 671, HB 675, HB 686, HB 716, HB 721, HB 725, HB 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com?d=urldefense.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly91cmxkZWZlbnNlLmNvbS92My9fX2h0dHBzOi9uYW1pbmgtb3JnLnpvb20udXMvai84MTI2MDQwMzcwM19fOyEhT2FpNmR0VFFVTHA4U3chWEpUVWV6RmR1UEJnVHNET20xRFkwNE9LTFJNR0NpOFoyOHB2dmZIU1B4WmU3TFpYT0tNZkRobldzdHVFSkFoUG5WeWNnbzNHLVU3V1J2RHNoNmRFOUVRJA==&i=NjcwOTc0MjE2OTU2NmM3OWEyYjczZTdl&t=dS9Cb0hzMms1WGNUeDBaZ0xkZEE0UHhwSCs0ZjJiTk0yUmM3NlBWejdSbz0=&h=a651519a01194fcfba39c488f125c9b8&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVb5cvlM-T14_IDwd4zAbT_vkqHWPg7Te5MyCnTbcQk9fQ
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727, HB 729, HB 734, HB 751, HB 767, HB 772, HB 773, HB 1029, HB 1130, HB 1170, HB 1176, HB 1197, 
HB 1301, HB 1420, HB 1426, HB 1433, HB 1457, HB 1466, HB 1469, HB 1471, HB 1477, HB 1483, HB 1492, 
HB 1499, HB 1542, HB 1555, HB 1566, HB 1576, HB 1600, HB 1602, HB 1603, HB 1622, HB 1655, HB 1705, 
HB 1708, HB 1718, HB 1727, HB 1739, HB 1740, HB 1747, HB 1748, HB 1751, HB 1752, HB 1753, HB 1754, 
HB 1760, HB 1761, HB 1764, HB 1765, HB 1767, HB 1768, HB 1769, HB 1770, HB 1771, HB 1772, HB 1773, 
HB 1775, HB 1776, HB 1777, HB 1778, HB 1781, HB 1782, HB 1783, HB 1784, HB 1786, HB 1787, HB 1788, 
HB 1789, HB 1790, HB 1793, HB 1794, HB 1796, HB 1797, HB 1798, HB 1799, HB 1802, HB 1803, HB 1808, 
HB 1807, HB 1810, HB 1812, HB 1815, HB 1818, HB 1819, HB 1820, HB 1822, HB 1823, HB 1824, HB 1825, 
HB 1826, HB 1827, HB 1830, HB 1831, HB 1832, HB 1833, HB 1834, HB 1837. SB 36, SB 49, SB 71, SB 103, 
SB 112, SB 134, SB 247, SB 425, SB 450, SB 454, SB 457, SB 480, SB 502, SB 505, SB 511, SB 515, SB 519, 
SB 540, SB 559, SB 567, SB 589, SB 592, SB 608, SB 619, SB 620, SB 632, SB 640, SB 643, SB 652, SB 656.

OFFICIAL NOTICES
Carroll County Delegation Executive Committee will convene Friday, April 3, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. for review 
and consideration of a request to authorize the borrowing of $17,000,000 in tax anticipation notes (TAN) for 
the 2026 fiscal year and any other business brought properly before the meeting. For more information or 
accommodations, contact Delegation Coordinator Matthew Sawyer, Jr. at msawyer@carrollcountynh.gov
							       Rep. Lino Avellani, Chairman

MEMBERS’ NOTICES
The following notices are published in the House Record as a courtesy to the member(s) requesting publica-
tion. These are not official public notices and will be limited to legislative policy or legislative social activities 
and political meetings or events. Publication should not be construed as support for either the events listed 
or the views espoused by the individual or organization sponsoring the event.

*******
All Representatives are invited to a Bible Study and prayer during the Lunch Break on Session Day. We 
will meet in the Upham Walker House with Pastor Peter Chamberland for this time together. Come and be 
refreshed both physically and spiritually during our lunch hour. Looking forward to seeing you there!
							       Rep. Vanessa Sheehan

*******
All legislators and staff are cordially invited to join the New Hampshire Automobile Dealers Association 
(NHADA) for our annual Legislative Crossover Reception on Thursday, March 26, 2026 at 3:30 p.m. (or 
following the end of the session day) at the DoubleTree by Hilton, 172 North Main Street, Concord. NHADA 
has historically hosted this event which offers legislators a wonderful opportunity to unwind and enjoy the 
company of fellow legislators and staff in a fun, social gathering.
							       Speaker Packard

*******
In honor of National Physicians Week (March 25–31) and National Doctors’ Day (March 30), the New 
Hampshire Medical Society invites you to join us for coffee & sweet treats at the State House cafeteria 
on March 26 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. As part of our White Coat Day, physicians from across New 
Hampshire will be at the State House and are looking forward to connecting with you. This gathering 
offers a meaningful opportunity to talk and recognize the compassion, dedication, and leadership phy-
sicians bring to patients and communities throughout our state. Please stop by to enjoy refreshments, 
meet local physicians, and help us celebrate the professionals who care for Granite Staters every day. 
We hope to see you there!
							       Rep. Wayne MacDonald

*******
Legislators are invited to join the New Hampshire YMCA’s, for a Legislative Lunch on Thursday, 
March 26th during the House Session lunch break at St. Paul’s Church basement in Concord (adjacent 
to State House). Enjoy a delicious lunch and learn about our work supporting New Hampshire children 
and families.
							       Reps. Jason Osborne and Alexis Simpson

*******

mailto:msawyer@carrollcountynh.gov
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American Legislative Exchange Council - ALEC-NH - wishes to invite Members to a luncheon at Tandy’s on 
March 26th, during lunch. Come and meet leadership of the largest national public-private policy debate 
organization.
							       Rep. Jordan Ulery

*******
Unique opportunity to view a historical document! Everyone is invited to view an original First American 
Bible printed in America. It was printed in 1782 by Robert Aitken in Philadelphia. This is the only Bible 
approved by the US Congress and recommended to the American people and schools. It will be available for 
viewing and picture taking on March 26, 2026 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the anteroom just past the 
Representative mail slots. Also, please stop by the table outside the entrance to the House and Senate if you 
would like to receive a personalized replica of the historical artifact. These are being donated and presented 
by Granite State Baptist Church, NH Cornerstone, and churches of New Hampshire. Come, see, and experi-
ence this great part of our US history!!
							       Rep. Vanessa Sheehan

AMENDMENTS
(LISTED IN NUMERICAL ORDER)

Amendment to HB 1130-FN 
(2026-1099h) 

Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Finance–r
Amend RSA 490:32, II(a) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
		  II.(a) The JPE program [for performance evaluation] shall be as [inclusive] comprehensive as practi-
cable and shall include, but shall not be limited to: [, a questionnaire, to be designed by the supreme court, 
and a self-evaluation form to be completed by the judge. The supreme court shall strive to achieve uniformity 
among court evaluation questionnaires, recognizing that the questionnaires for each court may differ due to 
the jurisdiction of the courts.]
				    (1) Questionnaires;
				    (2) Self-evaluation; and
				    (3) In-court observations of the judicial officer.
Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:
	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2027.

Amendment to HB 1458-FN 
(2026-1188h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Finance–r
Amend RSA 328-B:4, VII(n) as inserted by section 3 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
			   (n) The qualifications for a massage establishment proprietor including verification of identity through 
provision of a social security number or tax identification number and no prior convictions under RSA 633, 
RSA 632-A, RSA 645:2, RSA 649-A or similar laws in other states, as verified by a background check conducted 
by the department of safety, division of state police and a background check conducted by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, with all associated costs to be paid by the licensee.
Amend the bill by replacing all after section 8 with the following:
	 9 New Subparagraphs; Reflexologists, Structural Integrators, and Asian Bodywork Therapists; Rulemak-
ing. Amend RSA 328-H:5, VIII by inserting after subparagraph (l) the following new subparagraphs:
			   (m) Exemptions from the definition of bodywork establishment which maintain the intention to 
require a proprietor license only for those locations where there are multiple practitioners working in a 
location where there is no other oversight or visibility to the public or passersby. The board shall recom-
mend an exemption to the definition of bodywork establishment to permit occasional assistance by another 
licensed practitioner.
			   (n) The qualifications for a bodywork establishment proprietor including verification of identity through 
provision of a social security number or tax identification number and no prior convictions under RSA 633, 
RSA 632-A, RSA 645:2, RSA 649-A or similar laws in other states, as verified by a background check conducted 
by the department of safety, division of state police and a background check conducted by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, with all associated costs to be paid by the licensee.
	 10 Reflexologists, Structural Integrators, and Asian Bodywork Therapists; Renewal of Practitioner License. 
RSA 328-H:9 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
	 328-H:9 Renewal of License. All licenses issued pursuant to this chapter shall expire in accordance with 
RSA 310:8.
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	 11 New Section; Massage Therapists and Massage Establishments; Criminal History Records Checks. 
Amend RSA 328-B by inserting after section 6 the following new section:
	 328-B:6-a Criminal History Record Checks.
		  I. Every applicant for initial permanent licensure or reinstatement shall submit to the office of profes-
sional licensure and certification a criminal history record information authorization form, as provided by 
the New Hampshire division of state police, which authorizes the release of his or her criminal history record 
information, if any, to the office of professional licensure and certification.
		  II. The applicant shall submit with the release form a complete set of fingerprints taken by a qualified 
law enforcement agency, an authorized employee of the department of safety, or an authorized employee 
of the office of professional licensure and certification, approved by the commissioner of the department of 
safety. In the event that the first set of fingerprints is invalid due to insufficient pattern, a second set of 
fingerprints shall be necessary in order to complete the criminal history records check. If, after 2 attempts, 
a set of fingerprints is invalid due to insufficient pattern, the office of professional licensure and certification 
may, in lieu of the criminal history records check, accept police clearances from every city, town, or county 
where the person has lived during the past 5 years.
		  III. The office of professional licensure and certification shall submit the criminal history records release 
form and fingerprint form to the division of state police which shall conduct a criminal history records check 
through its records and through the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Upon completion of the records check, 
the division of state police shall release copies of the criminal history records to the office of professional 
licensure and certification.
		  IV. The office of professional licensure and certification shall review the criminal record information prior 
to making a licensing decision and shall maintain the confidentiality of all criminal history records received 
pursuant to this section.
		  V. The applicant shall bear the cost of a criminal history record check.
	 12 New Section; Reflexologists; Structural Integrators, and Asian Bodywork Therapists; Practitioner License; 
Criminal History Record Checks. Amend RSA 328-H by inserting after section 8 the following new section:
	 328-H:8-a Criminal History Record Checks.
		  I. Every applicant for initial permanent licensure or reinstatement shall submit to the office of profes-
sional licensure and certification a criminal history record information authorization form, as provided by 
the New Hampshire division of state police, which authorizes the release of his or her criminal history record 
information, if any, to the office of professional licensure and certification.
		  II. The applicant shall submit with the release form a complete set of fingerprints taken by a qualified 
law enforcement agency, an authorized employee of the department of safety, or an authorized employee 
of the office of professional licensure and certification, approved by the commissioner of the department of 
safety. In the event that the first set of fingerprints is invalid due to insufficient pattern, a second set of 
fingerprints shall be necessary in order to complete the criminal history records check. If, after 2 attempts, 
a set of fingerprints is invalid due to insufficient pattern, the office of professional licensure and certification 
may, in lieu of the criminal history records check, accept police clearances from every city, town, or county 
where the person has lived during the past 5 years.
		  III. The office of professional licensure and certification shall submit the criminal history records release 
form and fingerprint form to the division of state police which shall conduct a criminal history records check 
through its records and through the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Upon completion of the records check, 
the division of state police shall release copies of the criminal history records to the office of professional 
licensure and certification.
		  IV. The office of professional licensure and certification shall review the criminal record information prior 
to making a licensing decision and shall maintain the confidentiality of all criminal history records received 
pursuant to this section.
		  V. The applicant shall bear the cost of a criminal history record check.
	 13 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 2, 2027.

Amendment to HB 1469-FN-A 
(2026-1187h) 

Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Finance–r
Amend the bill by deleting section 18 and renumbering the original section 19 to read as 18.

2026-1187h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill requires massage establishments to be licensed and regulated by the office of professional li-
censure and certification (OPLC). The bill also allows for compensation of members of the advisory board 
of massage therapists.



	 20  MARCH  2026  HOUSE  RECORD	 22

Amendment to HB 1483-FN 
(2026-0960h) 

Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Finance–r
Amend RSA 261:89-f, II as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
		  II. If the FCC-issued call sign is not displayed, the registrant may request a standard issue plate featur-
ing a lightning bolt symbol to indicate their status as a licensed amateur radio operator.
			   (a) There shall be no duplication of numbers.
			   (b) A list of all such plate holders shall be made available to the New Hampshire department of safety, 
division of homeland security and emergency management, for the sole purpose of contact and coordination 
of such persons in a natural disaster or other public safety requirement. All other data is privileged per RSA 
260:14-a.
			   (c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to confer any special privileges, including but not limited 
to the use of emergency lights, exemption from traffic laws, or access to restricted areas, except when acting 
under the express direction of authorized public safety personnel.

Amendment to HB 1542-FN 
(2026-1085h) 

Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Ways and Means–r
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT	 directing alternative compliance payments to the renewable energy fund to be refunded to rate-

payers.
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 Renewable Energy Fund; Effective until July 1, 2027. Amend RSA 362-F:10, I to read as follows:
		  I. There is hereby established a renewable energy fund. This nonlapsing special fund shall be continu-
ally appropriated to the department of energy to be expended in accordance with this section; provided that 
at the start of the period in which there is no adopted state operating budget, the department of energy shall 
in a timely manner seek the approval of the fiscal committee of the general court to continue using moneys 
from the renewable energy fund to support renewable energy rebate and grant programs in order to ensure 
there are no interruptions to the programs. The state treasurer shall invest the moneys deposited therein as 
provided by law. Income received on investments made by the state treasurer shall also be credited to the 
fund. All payments to be made under this section shall be deposited in the fund. Any remaining moneys paid 
into the fund under paragraph II of this section[, excluding class II moneys, shall be used by the department 
of energy to support thermal and electrical renewable energy initiatives, including the office of energy in-
novation. Class II moneys shall primarily be used to support solar energy technologies in New Hampshire. 
All initiatives supported out of these funds shall be subject to audit by the department of energy as deemed 
necessary.] that are in excess of administration costs and funding for the office of offshore wind in-
dustry development and energy innovation shall be transferred to the general fund. All fund moneys 
including those from class II may be used to administer this chapter, but all new employee positions shall be 
approved by the fiscal committee of the general court. No new employees shall be hired by the department of 
energy due to the inclusion of useful thermal energy in class I production.
	 2 Renewable Energy Fund; Effective July 1, 2027. Amend RSA 362-F:10, I to read as follows:
		  I. There is hereby established a renewable energy fund. This nonlapsing special fund shall be continu-
ally appropriated to the department of energy to be expended in accordance with this section; provided that 
at the start of the period in which there is no adopted state operating budget, the department of energy shall 
in a timely manner seek the approval of the fiscal committee of the general court to continue using moneys 
from the renewable energy fund to support renewable energy rebate and grant programs in order to ensure 
there are no interruptions to the programs. The state treasurer shall invest the moneys deposited therein as 
provided by law. Income received on investments made by the state treasurer shall also be credited to the 
fund. All payments to be made under this section shall be deposited in the fund. Any remaining moneys paid 
into the fund under paragraph II of this section[, excluding class II moneys, shall be used by the department 
of energy to support thermal and electrical renewable energy initiatives and offshore wind initiatives, includ-
ing the office of offshore wind industry development and energy innovation. Class II moneys shall primarily 
be used to support solar energy technologies in New Hampshire. All initiatives supported out of these funds 
shall be subject to audit by the department of energy as deemed necessary.] that are in excess of adminis-
tration costs and funding for the office of offshore wind industry development and energy innova-
tion shall be rebated to all retail electric ratepayers in the state on a per-kilowatt-hour basis, in a 
timely manner to be determined by the commission. All fund moneys including those from class II may 
be used to administer this chapter, but all new employee positions shall be approved by the fiscal committee 
of the general court. No new employees shall be hired by the department of energy due to the inclusion of 
useful thermal energy in class I production.
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	 3 Effective Date.
		  I. Section 2 of this act shall take effect on July 1, 2027, at 12:01 a.m.
		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect June 30, 2026.

2026-1085h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill provides that alternative compliance payments to the renewable energy fund under RSA 362-F:10, 
II shall be refunded to ratepayers.

Amendment to HB 1563-FN-LOCAL 
(2026-1086h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Finance–r
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT	 relative to the special education aid formula and the administration and monitoring of state 

special education aid.
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 Legislative Intent. It is the intent of the general court to reduce administrative burden on school districts 
and the department, expedite reimbursement of state special education aid, and ensure appropriate steward-
ship of state funds through a risk-based monitoring methodology.
	 2 Education; Special Education; State Aid. Amend RSA 186-C:18, III to read as follows:
		  III.(a) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2029, based upon school year 2027-2028 costs, and 
for each fiscal year thereafter, [The] the department of education shall distribute aid available under 
this paragraph as entitlement to such school districts as have a special education pupil for whose costs they 
are responsible, for whom the costs of special education in the fiscal year exceed [3] 2 and 1/2 times the 
most current state average expenditure per pupil for the school year preceding the year of distribution. If 
in any year, the amount appropriated for distribution as special education aid in accordance with this sec-
tion is insufficient therefor, the appropriation shall be prorated proportionally based on entitlement among 
the districts entitled to a grant, provided that the department of education shall distribute to the school 
district not less than 80 percent of the district’s entitlement in the fiscal year. The state may designate 
up to $250,000 of the funds which are appropriated as required by this paragraph, for each fiscal year, to 
assist those school districts which, under guidelines established by rules of the state board of education, 
may qualify for emergency assistance to mitigate the impact of special education costs. The state may 
designate up to an additional $250,000 of the funds which are appropriated under this paragraph for each 
fiscal year for any community of 1,000 or fewer residents to mitigate the impact of special education costs 
when emergency assistance is necessary to prevent significant financial harm to such district or commu-
nity. Upon application to the commissioner of education, and approval by the commissioner, such funds 
may be accepted and expended by school districts in accordance with this chapter; provided, however, that 
if a school district has received emergency assistance funds for certain children with disabilities, it shall 
not receive special education aid for those same children with disabilities. If any of the funds designated 
for emergency assistance under this paragraph are not used for such emergency assistance purposes, the 
funds shall be used to assist school districts in meeting special education cost increases in their special 
education programs as provided by this paragraph.
			   [(b) The school district shall be liable for 3 and 1/2 times the estimated state average expenditure 
per pupil for the school year preceding the year of distribution, plus 20 percent of the additional cost, up 
to 10 times the estimated state average expenditure per pupil for the school year preceding the year of 
distribution.]
			   (b) The school district shall be liable for the following amounts, calculated using the most 
current state average expenditure per pupil for the school year preceding the year of distribution:
				    (1) An amount equal to 2.5 times the state average expenditure per pupil.
				    (2) 85 percent of the portion of costs exceeding 2.5 times, but not exceeding 3.5 times, the 
state average expenditure per pupil.
				    (3) 20 percent of the portion of costs exceeding 3.5 times, but not exceeding 10 times, the 
state average expenditure per pupil.
				    (4) 10 percent of the portion of costs exceeding 10 times the state average expenditure per 
pupil.
			   [(c) The department of education shall be liable for 80 percent of the cost above the 3 1/2 times the 
estimated state average expenditure per pupil for the school year preceding the year of distribution, up to 10 
times the estimated state average expenditure per pupil for the school year preceding the year of distribution. 
The department of education shall be liable for all costs in excess of 10 times the estimated state average 
expenditure per pupil for the school year preceding the year of distribution.]
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			   (c) The department of education shall be liable for the following amounts, calculated us-
ing the most current state average expenditure per pupil for the school year preceding the year of 
distribution:
				    (1) 15 percent of the portion of costs exceeding 2.5 times, but not exceeding 3.5 times, the 
state average expenditure per pupil.
				    (2) 80 percent of the portion of costs exceeding 3.5 times, but not exceeding 10 times, the 
state average expenditure per pupil.
				    (3) 90 percent of the portion of costs exceeding 10 times the state average expenditure 
per pupil.
	 3 New Paragraph; Education; Special Education; State Aid. Amend RSA 186-C:18 by inserting after para-
graph XI the following new paragraph:
		  XII. A district shall be deemed eligible for special education aid when the costs associated with an in-
dividual student, after offsets applied by the district for the benefit of the student and for other available 
revenue sources, exceed 2 and 1/2 times of the expenditure per pupil pursuant to subparagraph III(a).
			   (a) In calculating costs associated with an individual student, the costs shall be incurred solely as a 
result of the provision of special education and related services to the student’s individual education program 
pursuant to RSA 186-C:7.
			   (b) All services included in a claim for special education aid shall be specified and documented in an IEP 
and tied to the child’s disability related needs and program. Such costs shall be necessary, reasonable, directly 
benefit the student’s education and disability needs as outlined in their IEP. The state shall provide funding to 
school districts to help offset such expenses, but districts shall also be responsible for a portion of the costs.
			   (c) The district shall demonstrate and document that it has fully accessed, to the maximum extent 
possible, other available revenue sources, including Medicaid and private insurance, or provide documenta-
tion as to why other revenue sources were unavailable to the district for special education aid.
			   (d) Other available revenue sources, including Medicaid and private insurance, shall be applied 
by the district as offsets to reimbursable costs for each special education cost reimbursed through special 
education aid.
			   (e) A pupil’s local education agency (LEA) shall provide documentation on the specific costs being 
claimed for each student. If there are questions about an LEA’s claim and its costs are not documented, the 
claim may be disqualified. Appropriate documentation is included in the IEP for each student. All services 
included in the claim shall be specified in the IEP, and tied to the child’s disability-related needs and pro-
grams. All documentation should connect each cost to the IEP, demonstrating that it is an actual cost of 
special education specific to the students. Appropriate documentation in support of the IEP may include, but 
not be limited to, daily schedules, payroll records, and invoices.
	 4 New Section; Special Education; Administration and Monitoring of State Special Education Aid. Amend 
RSA 186-C by inserting after section 18 the following new section:
	 186-C:18-a Administration and Monitoring of State Special Education Aid.
		  I. Each school district seeking reimbursement under this chapter shall submit to the department, by a 
date established by the department, a certified report for each student for whom reimbursement is requested.
		  II. The report shall include, at minimum:
			   (a) A student identifier;
			   (b) A description of services provided pursuant to the student’s individualized education program (IEP);
			   (c) Eligible expenditures associated with those services, itemized by category;
			   (d) The total reimbursement amount requested for that student; and
			   (e) Certification by the superintendent that the information submitted is accurate and that the district 
maintains supporting documentation.
		  III. The department shall determine and issue state special education aid payments based on the certi-
fied reports submitted by school districts.
		  IV.(a) The department shall establish a risk-based monitoring program to verify the accuracy and al-
lowability of reimbursement claims.
			   (b) The monitoring program shall include:
				    (1) Annual review of not less than 20 percent of districts submitting claims for state special education 
aid on a rotating review schedule designed to ensure that each district is reviewed at least once every 5 years;
				    (2) Random selection of additional districts for review;
				    (3) Targeted reviews based on risk indicators, anomalies, prior findings, or other factors identified 
by the department; and
				    (4) Other criteria as identified by the department.
			   (c) If systemic errors are identified, the department may take additional measures, including:
				    (1) Conducting a full review of the past years of submissions;
				    (2) Requiring districts to enter into an agreement with an independent auditor to complete an audit 
of expenditures under this program;
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				    (3) Requiring additional review and certification of expenditures by the local school board; and
				    (4) Other measures deemed appropriate.
		  V. For districts selected for review, the department may examine invoices, individualized education pro-
grams (IEPs), service documentation, expenditure records, and any other documentation necessary to verify 
eligibility and accuracy of reported costs.
		  VI.(a) The department shall adjust reimbursement amounts based on monitoring findings.
			   (b) Overpayments shall be subject to recoupment.
			   (c) The department may require corrective action plans for districts demonstrating systemic errors or 
noncompliance.
		  VII. The department shall adopt rules pursuant to RSA 541-A to implement this section, including report-
ing formats, certification requirements, monitoring standards, appeal procedures, and recoupment processes.
	 5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2028.

2026-1086h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill:
	 I. Requires the department of education to distribute aid to school districts for pupils whose special educa-
tion costs exceed a certain dollar value, but only up to a certain threshold.
	 II. Creates considerations for calculating costs associated with a special education student’s education.
	 III. Requires each school district seeking special education aid reimbursements to submit a certified report 
for each student for whom reimbursement is requested.

Amendment to HB 1571-FN-A 
(2026-0900h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Finance–r
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT	 requiring the department of education to review statewide academic standards and curricula.
Amend the bill by replacing all after section 2 with the following:
	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2027.

2026-0900h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill requires the department of education to revise the statewide academic standards decennially 
beginning in June 2026.

Amendment to HB 1600-FN 
(2026-1097h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Finance–c
Amend RSA 654:12, VI as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
		  VI. The department of state shall provide access to data from centralized voter registration records, 
records from the department of safety, and New Hampshire vital records provided in accordance with RSA 
654:45 to assist voters in providing proof of citizenship, age, domicile, and identity to the city and town 
clerks. The secretary of state shall work with the city and town clerks to ensure direct or indirect access 
on election day at the polling location to the statewide centralized voter registration database on each 
state, local, and federal election day during the operating hours of that polling place. If proof of 
age, citizenship, domicile, or identity information of a voter is provided pursuant to this section, it shall 
satisfy that registration requirement for that qualification. Absence of data shall not disqualify a person. 
It shall be the applicant’s responsibility to provide appropriate additional proof of their qualifications as 
required by this chapter.

2026-1097h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill requires the secretary of state, town, and city clerks to ensure that each polling place in the state 
has access to the statewide centralized voter registration database on each state, local, and federal election 
day during the operating hours of that polling place.

Amendment to HB 1602-FN 
(2026-1166h) 

Proposed by the Minority of the Committee on Finance–r
Amend RSA 149-M:66, V as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
		  V. No retailer, producer, or battery stewardship organization shall charge a point-of-sale fee to consum-
ers to cover the administrative or operational costs of a battery stewardship program.
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Amendment to HB 1705-FN 
(2026-1202h) 

Proposed by the Minority of the Committee on Finance–r
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT	 establishing an employee assistance program for small town and volunteer first responders.
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 New Sections; State-Funded Employee Assistance Program for Small Communities; Establishment of 
Fund. Amend RSA 281-A by inserting after section 17-f the following new sections:
	 281-A:17-g First Responders Support Fund. There is established a first responders support fund, which shall 
be administered by the department of health and human services. This fund shall be used for costs incurred 
to enroll and administer volunteer first responders and full-time first responders from towns with 5 or fewer 
full-time, paid first responders into the state-provided employee assistance program (EAP). All fees, monetary 
grants, gifts, donations, or interest generated by these funds shall be deposited with the state treasurer in a 
special nonlapsing fund to be known as the first responders support fund and shall be continually appropri-
ated to the department for the administration of this section.
	 281-A:17-h Eligibility and Enrollment.
		  I. Volunteer first responders and full-time first responders from towns with 5 or fewer full-time, paid 
first responders shall be eligible for the employee assistance program for small communities.
		  II. The department of health and human services shall ensure that these first responders are enrolled in 
the state-provided employee assistance program (EAP), which offers comprehensive support services, includ-
ing those for post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and post-traumatic stress (PTS).
		  III. The department of health and human services shall develop and implement guidelines for the ad-
ministration of the fund, including the process for enrollment and provision of services.
		  IV. The department shall submit an annual report to the legislature detailing the usage of the fund, the 
number of first responders served, and the outcomes of the program.
	 2 New Subparagraph; New Funding. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after subparagraph (410) the fol-
lowing new subparagraph:
				    (411) Moneys deposited in the first responders support fund as established in RSA 281-A:17-g.
	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2027.

2026-1202h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill establishes a fund to cover the costs of enrolling and supporting first responders from small com-
munities into the state-provided employee assistance program (EAP) and outlines eligibility, enrollment, and 
reporting requirements for the department of health and human services.

Amendment to HB 1809-FN 
(2026-1201h) 

Proposed by the Minority of the Committee on Finance–r
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT	 establishing a medical psilocybin advisory board to assess the advantages and disadvantages of 

the use of psilocybin for therapeutic purposes.
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 Statement of Purpose. The medical community has always recognized that patients exist with seri-
ous conditions that are very resistant to effective treatment. Recently, research has begun to show that 
certain of those patients have had positive results with the closely supervised use of psilocybin for treat-
ment. Patients with significant post-traumatic stress disorder, with treatment-resistant clinical depression, 
and with serious substance use disorder have been shown to benefit from the controlled, therapeutic use 
of psilocybin in a supervised setting. The purpose of this act is to study the feasibility of the creation of 
a carefully monitored and closely supervised setting in which an approved medical provider can treat a 
carefully chosen patient with appropriate doses of psilocybin which that same provider has produced for a 
medical intervention.
	 2 New Chapter; Medical Psilocybin Advisory Board. Amend RSA by inserting after chapter 126-Z the fol-
lowing new chapter:

CHAPTER 126-ZZ
Medical Psilocybin Advisory Board

	 126-ZZ:1 Definitions. In this chapter:
		  I. “Department” means the department of health and human services.
		  II. “Provider” means an approved medical provider licensed in New Hampshire who has been approved 
by the department to provide medical services to qualified patients.
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		  III. “Producer” means a person who grows and harvests or prepares psilocybin from psilocybin-producing 
mushrooms, including to compound, convert, process, or manufacture psilocybin products directly or indirectly 
from psilocybin mushrooms and who has been approved as a provider.
		  IV. “Program” means the medical use of psilocybin program.
		  V. “Psilocybin” means the naturally occurring psychedelic compound 4-phosphoryloxy-N,N-dimethyl-
tryptamine, also known as 4-PO-DMT, and its pharmacologically active metabolite psilocin, 4-hydroxy-N,N-
dimethyltryptamine, found in certain mushrooms, but does not include synthetic or synthetic analogs of 
psilocybin.
		  VI. “Qualifying patient” means a patient whom a provider, as defined by RSA 126-ZZ:1, II, has diagnosed 
a medically appropriate candidate for the use of medical psilocybin based on being diagnosed with a qualify-
ing condition.
		  VII. “Qualifying condition” means any of the following:
			   (a) Major treatment-resistant depression;
			   (b) Post-traumatic stress disorder;
			   (c) Substance use disorders; and
			   (d) Other conditions recommended by the advisory board to the department.
	 126-ZZ:2 Medical Psilocybin Advisory Board.
		  I. There is hereby established the medical psilocybin advisory board, which shall assess the clinical, qual-
ity, and public health related advantages and disadvantages of the use of psilocybin for therapeutic purposes 
under this chapter and, if appropriate, design a program for the medical use of psilocybin.
		  II. Notwithstanding RSA 14:49, the board shall consist of the following members:
			   (a) The medical director of the department of health and human services, or designee.
			   (b) A qualifying patient, appointed by the commissioner of the department of health and human services.
			   (c) A representative from the veterans’ affairs community, appointed by the commissioner of the de-
partment of health and human services.
			   (d) A representative from the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of rep-
resentatives.
			   (e) A representative from the house of representatives, nominated by the minority leader of the house 
and appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives.
			   (f) Nine medical and other providers, appointed by the commissioner of the department of health and 
human services, representing the following fields:
				    (1) At least one medical psilocybin researcher.
				    (2) At least 2 administrative representatives from existing programs regulating the medical use of 
psilocybin.
				    (3) Addiction services.
				    (4) Palliative care.
				    (5) Veterans’ affairs.
				    (6) Naturopathy.
				    (7) Registered nursing.
				    (8) Mental health counseling.
		  III. The board shall convene at least 6 times per year to assess the clinical, quality, and public health 
related advantages and disadvantages of the use of psilocybin for therapeutic purposes under this chapter 
and, if appropriate, design a program for the medical use of psilocybin by:
			   (a) Reviewing medical and scientific evidence pertaining to currently approved and additional qualify-
ing conditions.
			   (b) Identifying clinical outcomes nationally.
			   (c) Reviewing potential protocols for producer/provider staff based on models from other states.
			   (d) Receiving updates from alternative treatment centers in other states on effectiveness of the medi-
cal use of psilocybin.
			   (e) Reviewing best practices for medical providers regarding provider education, certification of pa-
tients, and patient access to the program.
			   (f) Reviewing any other clinical, quality, and public health related matter relative to use of psilocybin.
			   (g) Reviewing the efficacy of the establishment of therapeutic psilocybin program in New Hampshire.
		  IV. The members of the board need not be residents of New Hampshire in order to encourage the great-
est possible expertise in board members.
		  V. At its first meeting, the board shall elect by majority vote a chairperson and an alternate.
		  VI. The board may meet electronically to facilitate the inclusion of members who live outside the state 
of New Hampshire.
		  VII. Beginning November 1, 2028, and annually thereafter, the board shall submit a report of its activi-
ties, findings, and recommendations to the governor, speaker of the house of representatives, senate president, 
house clerk, senate clerk, and state library.
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	 3 Repeal. RSA 126-ZZ, relative to the medical psilocybin advisory board, is repealed.
	 4 Effective Date.
		  I. Section 3 of this act shall take effect November 1, 2030.
		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect July 1, 2027.

2026-1201h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill establishes a medical psilocybin advisory board to assess the advantages and disadvantages of 
the use of psilocybin for therapeutic purposes.


