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HOUSE  CALENDAR

State of
New Hampshire

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE:

The House will meet Thursday, March 6th at 10:00 a.m. Please also hold Thursday, March 13th and March 20th.

Please be attentive to when House bills you have sponsored or other House bills of interest have scheduled 
public hearings in the Senate so you may introduce and/ or provide testimony on them. Please also be sure 
to attend Finance hearings on bills referred to a second committee.

Most legislative license plates are still delayed. We will continue to notify Members by email as to when your 
legislative license plates will be ready for pick up at the State House. Please continue to watch for emails 
from House Communications (NHHouse@leg.state.nh.us) for this and other important information.

Legislators are also reminded to review testimony submissions from our online portal for bills being con-
sidered by your committees. Simply visit the General Court website at: https://gc.nh.gov/house/committees/
remotetestimony/submitted_testimony.aspx, choose your Committee from the drop-down list, and choose the 
bills you wish to view submissions on. Emails containing links to testimony your committee receives through 
the online portal will be sent at the end of the days your committee has hearings.

Pursuant to House Rule 44(d), if any House business is canceled due to inclement weather, notice will be 
posted on the General Court website at gencourt.state.nh.us. In addition, email notification will go out to 
affected Committees and Staff.

Please note there will be limited House business scheduled for Tuesday, March 11th, Town Meeting Day; 
however, the State House Complex will remain open.
							       Sherman A. Packard, Speaker of the House

NOTICE
Meetings of the chairs and vice chairs are scheduled for every Tuesday from 9:00 a.m.–9:45 a.m. in Rooms 
306-308 of the Legislative Office Building.
							       Sherman A. Packard, Speaker of the House

NOTICE
There will be a Republican Caucus on Thursday, March 6th at 9:00 a.m. in Representatives Hall.
							       Rep. Jason Osborne, Majority Leader

NOTICE
There will be a Democratic Caucus on Thursday, March 6th at 9:00 a.m. in the State House Cafeteria.
							       Rep. Alexis Simpson, Democratic Leader

NOTICE
A petition regarding legislative committee emails was delivered to the Office of the Clerk and is available 
for review.
							       Paul C. Smith, Clerk of the House

mailto:NHHouse@leg.state.nh.us
https://gc.nh.gov/house/committees/remotetestimony/submitted_testimony.aspx
https://gc.nh.gov/house/committees/remotetestimony/submitted_testimony.aspx
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NOTICE
ALL reports, scheduling and notices are due in the House Clerk’s Office by 3:00 p.m. on WEDNESDAYS. 
Reports and scheduling shall be turned in to House Committee Services for processing no later than 1:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday. Please be sure to complete that work in a timely fashion to meet the Calendar deadline.
CLOSES AT 3:00 p.m. ON:	 AVAILABLE ON:
Wednesday, March 5, 2025	 Friday, March 7, 2025
Wednesday, March 12, 2025	 Friday, March 14, 2025
Wednesday, March 19, 2025	 Friday, March 21, 2025
							       Paul C. Smith, Clerk of the House

2025 HOUSE DEADLINES
First Year Session Deadlines

Thursday, March 6, 2025 	 Last day to report HBs going to a second committee
Thursday, March 13, 2025 	 Last day to act on HBs going to a second committee
Thursday, March 20, 2025 	 Last day to report all HBs not in a second committee, except 

budget bills
Thursday, March 27, 2025 	 Last day to act on HBs not in a second committee, except budget 

bills
Thursday, April 3, 2025 	 Last day to report all remaining HBs
	 Last day to report list of retained HBs
Thursday, April 10, 2025 	 CROSSOVER Last day to act on all bills
Thursday, May 8, 2025 	 Last day to report Senate Bills going to a second committee
Thursday, May 15, 2025 	 Last day to act on SBs going to a second committee
Thursday, May 29, 2025 	 Last day to report all remaining SBs
	 Last day to report list of retained SBs
Thursday, June 5, 2025 	 Last day to act on SBs
Thursday, June 12, 2025 	 Last day to form Committees of Conference
Thursday, June 19, 2025	 Last day to sign Committee of Conference reports (4 p.m.)
Thursday, June 26, 2025 	 Last day to act on Committee of Conference reports

NOTICE
LEGISLATIVE ETHICS COMMITTEE

	 The Legislative Ethics Committee, at its meeting on February 10, 2025, voted to formally issue the follow-
ing advisory opinion, which is printed below in its entirety.

Advisory Opinion 2024-3

House Bill 1388
(November 18, 2024)

	 On January 1, 2025, the provisions of House Bill 1388 become effective, requiring members of the General 
Court to recuse themselves from participating in legislative activities in certain circumstances. While the 
Ethics Committee has found in the past that recusal is warranted when some conflicts of interest exist, this 
is the first time that a formal requirement has been imposed by statute.
	 When the Ethics Guidelines were initially adopted in 1991, there was substantial uncertainty as to how 
they would be applied. At that time, the Ethics Committee issued an Advisory Opinion recognizing that 
legislators may require a period of time to review and become familiar with the Guidelines. The Committee 
acknowledged that there would be violations, but the focus was on correction, not on punitive measures. Over 
time, the Committee has come to expect strict compliance with the Guidelines because they have become 
defined by application of factual circumstances brought before the Committee in the form of complaints or 
requests for advisory opinions.
	 The new provisions of HB 1388 are subject to interpretation and may cause some uncertainty among 
members of the General Court. Like the initial Guidelines, it is expected that specific cases will be brought 
before the Committee which will give more definition to the new statutory provisions. Until that happens, 
legislators should do their best to comply with HB 1388 according to their understanding and interpretation 
of the statutory language. In any event, at a minimum, they are required to comply with existing disclosure 
requirements.
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	 It is the intention of the Committee that there be education of and compliance with the Guidelines, includ-
ing the provisions of HB 1388. As long as a legislator acts in good faith in attempting to comply with the 
provisions of HB 1388, violations may be recognized but the Committee intends to focus on correction and 
not on punitive measures. This will remain the intention until the recusal provisions are better defined and 
understood.
	 Legislators are encouraged to bring questions about their specific circumstances to the Ethics Committee 
by requesting an advisory opinion or interpretive ruling.
								        For the Committee,
		   						      Edward M. Gordon
								        Chairman

BILLS LAID ON THE TABLE
HB 306, establishing a commission to study the short and long-term impacts of pending national and regional 
carbon pricing mechanisms on New Hampshire’s citizens, businesses, institutions, and environment. Pending 
question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 526-FN, establishing a climate change and damage division in the department of environmental services. 
Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 586-FN, establishing an employee assistance program for small town first responders and making an 
appropriation therefor. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

THURSDAY, MARCH 6
CONSENT CALENDAR

CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW
HB 177, relative to children in placement pursuant to an episode of treatment for which the department of 
health and human services has a financial responsibility. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Mark Pearson for Children and Family Law. Sometimes it happens: a new law inadvertently dumps 
something out and a “fix it” bill is required. That happened here. This bill simply restores the reference to 
RSA 193:27 that was added through HB 1511 (Ch. 138, Laws of 2024) but that was then essentially removed 
when a second later bill, HB 1639 (Ch. 348, Laws of 2024), went into effect. Vote 13-0.
HB 320-FN, relative to enforcement of marital property settlements. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Jay Markell for Children and Family Law. This bill requires that courts enforce property rights of par-
ties once a decree of divorce becomes final unless the decree is invalid in whole or in part for one or more of 
the reasons contained in the bill. As the law stands right now, with regard to property settlements, there 
is no requirement that a court enforce its own orders, or fashion remedies that will put the parties in the 
position they would be if the terms of the decree were performed. This bill secures a reliance interest in 
property orders. In plain language, using well settled legal principles, this bill lays out the standards that 
courts can use to determine the enforceability of a decree, so that attorneys and self-represented parties 
can effectively plead their cases for contempt or enforcement, while affording clear standards for appellate 
review if needed. Vote 14-0.
HB 335-FN, requiring courts to order a minor and their family have psychological evaluations and, if neces-
sary, counseling, where parental rights and responsibilities are contested in a family court matter. INEX-
PEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Jay Markell for Children and Family Law. This bill, if it became law, would require the services of a 
clinical psychologist to diagnose and treat certain enumerated psychological conditions and would require a 
licensed psychologist to evaluate and file a risk assessment report in eight weeks or less. There is no show-
ing that there are enough licensed psychologists in this state who can or are willing to perform the kind of 
evaluations required by this bill. Further, the bill’s procedural requirements demand that a court order a 
risk assessment within 14 days of the initial petition for divorce, and fails to consider the large segment of 
children who are subject to parenting petitions and not divorces. Vote 14-0.
HB 350-FN, requiring that all family division hearings be video and audio recorded and broadcast live. IN-
EXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Sheila Seidel for Children and Family Law. This bill requires that all family division court proceedings 
be audio and video recorded by the family court and that the court broadcast live any family division proceed-
ing that is not deemed confidential or closed to the public by rule or statute if requested to do so by either 
party. The bill further allows any person or media outlet to attend and record family division proceedings and 
places no guidelines on disbursement of those recordings. Currently, family division proceedings are video 
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recorded without audio and the judge or clerk has a switch that turns on and off audio recordings during the 
proceedings. All parties can request transcripts of their own hearings. While there was testimony that par-
ties feel the transcripts are not fully reflective of all the occurrences in a hearing, this problem can be solved 
by requiring that judges keep the recordings on for the entire proceeding and that transcripts include all 
utterances except confidential discussions between lawyers and clients. This bill goes too far, by opening up 
private family matters like divorce and custody proceedings to the public. Details of alleged domestic violence, 
child abuse and neglect, and children’s medical, therapeutic, and school records are frequently the subject of 
custody and divorce proceedings. Children whose parents are divorcing have the right to confidentiality; the 
NH Supreme Court case Berg, 152 NH 658 (2005), determined that neither parent in a contested custody 
proceeding can waive the child’s right to confidentiality of certain records. It is contrary to the best interests 
of children to have their private information posted on the internet forever or broadcast to the public at large. 
For this reason, this bill should be deemed inexpedient to legislate, as was recommended unanimously by 
the committee. Vote 14-0.
HB 486-FN, relative to grandparents’ visitation rights. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Jodi Nelson for Children and Family Law. In New Hampshire, it is estimated that up to 12,000 
grandparents are raising their grandchildren. A large contributing factor to this huge population of grand-
parents raising grandkids is due to parental drug use. Many grandparents have temporary guardianship 
for several months, six or more at a time. While the goal is often reunification, the reality is that recovery 
can be a bumpy road. Children who have been removed from their birth parent and go to live with their 
grandparent or kin caregiver develop an attachment to them. The total loss of that attachment person can 
cause anxiety and grief in the child. Grandchildren can be going back and forth from parents to grandpar-
ents as their parents are battling their addictions. Maintaining a positive relationship with grandparents 
is crucial to the well-being of the child in situations like this. This bill adds language to current law to 
help preserve this important support system that is in the best interest of the child without infringing on 
parents’ constitutional rights. Vote 14-0.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY
HB 62-FN, relative to protection of persons from domestic violence and military protective orders. OUGHT 
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. As amended this bill allows protective orders issued 
by military commanders to be admissible in civilian courts for the purpose of obtaining a civilian order of 
protection. As military orders are only effective on US Government property, victims in New Hampshire must 
obtain an order through our courts as well as one from the military. Allowing the existence of the military 
order to be used as evidence in our proceedings simply ties the systems together to better protect victims 
without infringing on the rights of the defendant. Vote 16-0.
HB 162-FN, relative to informed consent for law enforcement searches of houses or other property. OUGHT 
TO PASS.
Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The bill requires law enforcement to require informed 
written consent to search a person’s home or other property in the same manner as they currently do for 
motor vehicles. A person’s home is their castle and the ability to search it without a warrant should require 
the owner’s knowing, voluntarily given informed consent. Vote 16-0.
HB 500-FN, establishing enhanced enforcement zones for motor vehicle speed enforcement, increasing penal-
ties for speeding in those zones by 50 percent, and establishing the enhanced enforcement zone fund to assist 
with funding enhanced enforcement. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Mark Proulx for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill would establish enhanced enforcement 
zones with increased penalties in those zones. The committee found this bill too far reaching, designating 
almost every highway in the state as an enhanced enforcement zone. We also found the trigger for the en-
hanced penalties too low for a 50 percent increase in the fine. Nothing tells tourists to stay home like a big 
fine for a few miles per hour over the speed limit. Vote 16-0.

EDUCATION FUNDING
HB 659-FN, establishing the New Hampshire college graduate retention incentive program. INEXPEDIENT 
TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Walter Spilsbury for Education Funding. This bill would establish a complicated incentive program 
aimed at inducing graduates of New Hampshire colleges to stay and work in the state. It proposes to do this 
in four distinct ways, each requiring a capital outlay, which include: (1) up to $5,000 annually in student 
loan forgiveness to eligible graduates in an aggregate not to exceed $20,000 per individual; (2) a $1,000 
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annual cash rebate for up to 5 years; (3) a $500 rebate per hired graduate to participating businesses in 
the form of a credit on the Business Enterprise Tax for up to 2 years; and (4) a 50% wage reimbursement 
up to $5,000 per year paid to interns from New Hampshire “institutions.” The fiscal note estimates the 
financial impact to the state at about $4,500,000 per year for a total of about $20 million over the ensuing 
5 years. In addition, there would be an indeterminable reduction in the Business Enterprise Tax revenues 
due to the credit of employer rebates and in the Lottery Commission’s net revenues as the bill would re-
assign 15% of those revenues to support this program (at the expense of the Education Trust Fund). More 
pointedly, the fiscal note observes: “The lack of clarity regarding program structure and participant eligi-
bility makes it difficult to determine the overall fiscal impact on the General and Education Trust Funds.” 
Unfortunately, the sponsor was unable to present the bill at the committee’s hearing so many questions 
went unanswered despite his good-faith effort to supplement the record subsequently. Ultimately, the com-
mittee concluded that this ambitious program would introduce many complexities, much administrative 
burden, and substantial cost to the state, without a clear understanding of what incremental benefits it 
might actually produce. Vote 18-0.

EDUCATION POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION
HB 184, establishing a committee to study changing school start times. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Melissa Litchfield for Education Policy and Administration. The committee recognized that there is much 
interest among parents about school start times. There are studies supporting later start times. Several New 
Hampshire communities have looked at changes but have not changed the times for multiple reasons. It was 
felt that a committee could look at actions in other states and collect studies for reference by other communi-
ties around the state. Vote 17-0.
HB 222, repealing the requirement for a memorandum of understanding between a chartered public school 
and school district regarding how students with disabilities will receive special education services. OUGHT 
TO PASS.
Rep. Valerie McDonnell for Education Policy and Administration. Under current law, memorandums of under-
standing (MOUs) must be signed by chartered public schools and each resident school district of students with 
disabilities. This bill repeals the requirement, which was enacted in 2022. Specifically, current law provides 
neither an enforcement of the requirement nor penalties for lack of compliance. As a result, 94 MOUs are 
not signed for the 2024-2025 school year. Therefore, the committee believes the time, effort, and legal fees 
associated with drafting multiple MOUs has proven to be needlessly burdensome. Vote 18-0.
HB 394, relative to the powers and duties of cooperative school district budget committees and the role of 
cooperative school district board member representatives on such committees. OUGHT TO PASS WITH 
AMENDMENT.
Rep. Glenn Cordelli for Education Policy and Administration. This amended bill clarifies the role of a co-
operative school district budget committee to make recommendations on all proposed warrant articles and 
supplemental appropriations. It also states that the budget committee vote on each appropriation is to be 
printed on the warrant. Vote 17-0.
HB 440, relative to educator licensing. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Lisa Freeman for Education Policy and Administration. Being that there is a shortage of career and 
technical education (CTE) instructors and further as these CTE instructors do not teach core curriculum, 
but instruct on the career or technical certification they hold and have practiced, the committee finds great 
value in supporting this bill. This bill, as amended, allows all students an opportunity to receive a career 
path they have chosen. Vote 18-0.
HB 532, relative to alternative dispute resolution and individualized education plan team meeting facilita-
tion. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Glenn Cordelli for Education Policy and Administration. This bill, as amended, is related to the methods 
to resolve disputes concerning the provision of special education services. It adds Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) team meeting facilitation and outlines the process and proceedings for neutral conferences 
and mediation. Vote 17-0.
HB 571, including Constitution Day in patriotic exercises required of public schools. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Valerie McDonnell for Education Policy and Administration. During the week of Constitution Day, this 
bill requires public schools to conduct patriotic exercises, including the Pledge of Allegiance and the National 
Anthem. Under current law, Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day are recognized in the same manner. Occurring 
in September, Constitution Day established a strong civic foundation not only for the remainder of the school 
year, but also as students prepare for adulthood. Notably, the bill does not prescribe curriculum, allowing for 
local control to dictate its implementation. Finally, the committee unanimously supports students learning 
“our rights and responsibilities as citizens.” Vote 18-0.
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HB 662-FN, requiring the discussion of abortion procedures and viewing of certain videos during health 
education in public schools. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Glenn Cordelli for Education Policy and Administration. The committee believes that this bill goes too 
far in requiring the annual showing of specific videos on abortion in grades 9 through 12. It also requires 
monitoring of the video showings by the New Hampshire Attorney General and legal action against an indi-
vidual or school that does not comply with the annual showing of these videos. Vote 18-0.
HB 719-FN, repealing the use of unused district facilities by chartered public schools. INEXPEDIENT TO 
LEGISLATE.
Rep. Valerie McDonnell for Education Policy and Administration. This bill repeals the right of first refusal 
to chartered public schools when purchasing/leasing unused school district buildings. Since enacted in 2022, 
the Department of Education has not received any complaints from school districts regarding the right of first 
refusal. Furthermore, only one chartered public school has leased a building from a school district since the 
law was enacted. So, the majority believes the bill addresses a non-existent problem. Also, by repealing the 
reporting of unused buildings which is required under current law, the bill impedes chartered public schools 
from knowing about buildings for purchase/lease. Therefore, the majority believes the bill is detrimental to 
chartered public schools. Vote 17-1.
HB 730-FN, requiring school districts to educate and provide information to students regarding adoption 
during health education for grades 9 through 12, and in college in certain circumstances. INEXPEDIENT 
TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Glenn Cordelli for Education Policy and Administration. The committee felt that adoption information 
is important but this bill went too far in requiring colleges and universities to provide adoption information 
and involving the Attorney General to sue if there are any violations of this statute. Vote 17-0.
HB 738-FN, requiring certain non-public schools or education service providers that accept public funds to 
perform background checks on all employees and volunteers. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Margaret Drye for Education Policy and Administration. This bill requires background checks for em-
ployees and volunteers of any non-public school, education service provider, or home education program that 
accepts scholarship students or students receiving Education Freedom Accounts (EFA). Though non-public 
schools are currently not required by statute to perform background checks, they are already doing them due 
to accreditation requirements, policy requirements, or insurance requirements. These background checks 
are the same record checks performed by public schools. If a home-schooling family accepts EFA funds, their 
home education program is terminated and their students become EFA students. Any employee or volunteer 
providing in-person instruction to an EFA student has to submit the results of a criminal history record. 
This list of those providing in-person instruction could include volunteers or other parents in a cooperative, 
or even the home-schooling parents themselves. This bill is unworkable. Individuals cannot get Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation (FBI) background checks like public schools can and records can only be sent to a state 
agency. Neither home schools, nor scholarship agencies, nor non-public schools are agents of the state. This 
bill is unenforceable. Who would request these checks? Who would pay for them? Who would receive results? 
Who would monitor compliance? This effort to protect children is already done by non-public schools and is 
unworkable for families doing their education at home. Vote 15-2.
HCR 6, calling for the removal of the superintendent of school administrative unit 67. INEXPEDIENT TO 
LEGISLATE.
Rep. Glenn Cordelli for Education Policy and Administration. This resolution calls for the removal of the lo-
cal superintendent for School Administrative Unit 67. The issue involves the issuance of no trespass orders 
against several parents at a school girls soccer game for wearing pink wrist bands to show support for girls 
only sports. This issue is in the courts currently. The committee believes that is the correct avenue to address 
the issue rather than a General Court resolution. Vote 18-0.
HR 9, urging the department of education to emphasize STEM education in public schools. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Lisa Freeman for Education Policy and Administration. We, as a state, are constantly striving to 
solidify our commitment to 21st Century education and displaying our strong support for STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and math) education is a win-win for the students in our state. The committee 
believes that this truly non-partisan resolution is worthy of support and sends a positive message to our 
young people. Vote 18-0.

ELECTION LAW
HB 269, relative to the date for correction of the voter checklist. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Robert Wherry for Election Law. This housekeeping bill removes legacy wording and aligns existing 
legislation. RSA 654:28 currently requires the supervisors of the checklist to hold a Saturday session. This 
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requirement for a Saturday session is legacy wording and the legacy wording has been removed elsewhere in 
the RSA in prior bills. This bill removes this last legacy Saturday requirement and alallows the session to be 
held on other days, as long as the session occurs as required by statute. Vote 18-0.
HB 294, relative to the processing of absentee ballots. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Connie Lane for Election Law. This bill removes the ability of 10 voters to postpone the processing 
of absentee ballots until after the polls close. The committee listened to testimony of numerous election 
officials that the existing statute has the potential to allow a miniscule percentage of voters to delay the 
counting of absentee ballots well into the day following the next election. The toll that the current process 
takes on election officials, many of whom are volunteers, is already substantial. It will be even more if this 
provision is not removed from the statute. For these reasons, the committee voted unanimously for ought 
to pass. Vote 18-0.
HB 364, relative to ballots delivered to elder care facilities. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Ross Berry for Election Law. The sponsor of this bill said that it was no longer necessary and requested 
that it be disposed of. The committee obliged the request. Vote 18-0.
HB 464, prohibiting candidates for political office from participating in counting ballots. OUGHT TO PASS 
WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. James Guzofski for Election Law. The original bill amends the language in RSA 658:31 “Counting Bal-
lots” to include the language: “No person who appears on the ballot shall count ballots prior to the election.” 
The intent of this bill is to create a greater transparency and accountability in our election process. It was 
recognized that this language could create an undue hardship upon elected officials whose duties required 
him/her to handle ballots before the election. An amendment was submitted by a sponsor of the bill to change 
the language to: “With the exception of candidates standing for the office of moderator, assistant moderator, 
clerk, selectperson, inspector of election, and supervisor of the checklist, no person who appears on the ballot 
shall count ballots prior to the election.” Vote 18-0.
HB 498-FN, relative to when a person may receive an absentee ballot. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Russell Muirhead for Election Law. This bill would prohibit the Secretary of State from distributing 
absentee ballot application forms to city or town clerks more than 45 days before an election and would 
require the Secretary of State’s Office to count the number of absentee ballot applications sent to cities 
and towns. The bill is problematic for several reasons. First, absentee ballot applications are increasingly 
accessed online – relatively few are printed and mailed, so keeping a count of the number sent would not 
be very informative. Second, voters are not required to use an absentee ballot application; they can send 
a statement to their city or town clerk requesting an absentee ballot so long as the statement has all the 
information that the absentee ballot application would have. Third, the Secretary of State is required by 
federal law to send out absentee ballots to uniformed and overseas voters no later than 45 days prior to 
an election, which makes it necessary to make absentee ballot applications available more than 45 days 
prior to an election. For these reasons, the unanimous majority recommends Inexpedient to Legislate. 
Vote 18-0.

ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE
HB 150, enabling homestead operations to use commercial kitchen equipment in preparing food for sale. 
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Barbara Comtois for Environment and Agriculture. This bill came about because there was confusion 
between what was written in New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Food 
Safety rules and what was posted on the DHHS Food Safety web pages. Food producers were unclear about 
what equipment they were allowed to use in their homestead operation. By adding the clarifying language 
to the homestead operations statute RSA 143-A:12, I(a), we are making sure there is consistency through-
out and that food producers can use commercial equipment in their homestead operation. The amendment 
2025-0420h further clarified that commercial equipment can be used if it can be cleaned and sanitized in 
the processing area. This is a win-win for NH farmers, local food producers and DHHS food safety concerns. 
By clarifying statute, this allows our food producers to be more efficient in their food production process. 
Vote 13-0.
HB 153-FN, requiring that two or more law enforcement officers in each county receive training regarding 
animal cruelty. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Barbara Comtois for Environment and Agriculture. As a result of past problems with how law en-
forcement responded to animal cruelty reports, the original bill called for more intensive training for law 
enforcement. Current training only includes about two hours of training in this area of the law, which the 
committee found to be woefully inadequate. After listening to testimony, it was apparent to the committee 
that knowledge of existing laws is lacking, but adding additional training was complicated and had many 
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aspects that need further study. We expect the committee to suggest more comprehensive legislative pro-
posals for next year. The amendment therefore creates a study committee to be tasked with finding the 
best way to train law enforcement about our current animal cruelty statutes, understanding due process 
in the way animals (property) are handled, and to recognize that a prompt response is crucial to animals 
in distress but that due process is also important. The study committee will also look at the tools avail-
able or that need to be created. The important issues around animal cruelty reporting to law enforcement 
and due process concerning property, in the form of animals/livestock, seizure needs to have input from all 
stakeholders and should not be rushed. Vote 13-0.
HB 215-FN, requiring a landfill permit applicant to submit a report listing potential harms and benefits of 
the project. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Nicholas Germana for Environment and Agriculture. As amended, this bill requires applicants for landfill 
permits to demonstrate that the proposed project will result in a net public benefit – that potential benefits 
outweigh potential harms. Potential harms include impact on human health, property values, tourism, outdoor 
recreation, and wildlife. Potential benefits include positive economic impact on the host community as well 
as improvements to local infrastructure. Applicants will pay for a third-party reviewer to conduct an assess-
ment of potential benefits and potential harms to assist the NH Department of Environmental Services in its 
determination. This determination will be made before an application is allowed to proceed to a full technical 
review. This bill also stipulates that the determination of potential benefits will be specific to one proposed 
project, and several proposed projects cannot be bundled together to be considered as an aggregate. Finally, 
this bill clarifies the meaning of capacity need for solid waste – a proposed landfill must meet a capacity need 
for the state for at least one half of its permitted period. Vote 13-0.
HB 479, establishing a committee to study the use and problems associated with regulating the distribution 
and disposal of certain solid waste within landfills and transfer centers. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Kelley Potenza for Environment and Agriculture. The committee voted Inexpedient to Legislate on this 
bill for the following reasons: redundancy with existing studies and data, no demonstrated need for a further 
study committee, and the committee’s confidence in the Solid Waste Working Group (SWWG). The SWWG, 
which is already established and active, has been working on plastic issues, from waste reduction to recycling 
efforts, and is now being asked to examine the increased problem of microplastics. The SWWG will continue 
to discuss these issues and decide if future legislation is necessary. The committee’s decision was informed 
by the comprehensive nature of existing studies and ongoing regulatory work from the SWWG, which they 
considered sufficient to address the issues at hand. Therefore, the committee determined that the proposed 
bill was unnecessary. Vote 13-0.
HB 566-FN, requiring permit applications for new landfills to contain a detailed plan for leachate manage-
ment. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Nicholas Germana for Environment and Agriculture. As amended, this bill would require all applicants 
for landfill permits to submit a comprehensive plan for the storage, transportation, treatment, and disposal 
of leachate (“trash juice”) before the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services issues final 
operating approval. Leachate management plans must include detailed information about contractual agree-
ments between the landfill operator and at least two facilities that will be engaged in the transport and the 
processing of the leachate. When contractual arrangements change, landfill operators are required to provide 
updated contract information to the department. Vote 13-0.
HR 10, recognizing the fundamental right to have clean air, clean water, and a healthy environment. OUGHT 
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Judy Aron for Environment and Agriculture. As amended, this House Resolution states that we as a 
legislative body recognize and highly value clean air, clean water, and a healthy environment and that we 
support goals and policies that will promote those values. Without good health, our ability to enjoy our fun-
damental rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness is diminished. Vote 13-0.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION
HB 89, designating “Within the Crystal Hills” as the official animated film of New Hampshire. INEXPEDI-
ENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Erica Layon for Executive Departments and Administration. The committee enjoyed the animated film 
“Within the Crystal Hills” by Griffin Hansen and Christina Caralis which reimagined the legend of the Old 
Man of the Mountain. While the animated film was very well done, the committee had two important reasons 
to not support making this the state’s official animated film. First, some committee members were concerned 
with the idea of picking one film out, instead of seeing a larger selection of options. Second, we heard com-
pelling testimony that the story line of “Within the Crystal Hills” departs significantly from the indigenous 
understanding and could lead to confusion or erasure of indigenous culture. Vote 15-0.
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HB 156, establishing a committee to review state procurement policies and make recommendations to encour-
age local food production and conservation. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Carol McGuire for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill creates a study committee on 
state procurement of local food, hoping to create a steady market for local foods. This is a goal that requires 
expertise not available in one committee or community, and can reasonably be resolved this biennium. The 
committee amendment gives this charge to the existing statutory study committee on state procurement, then 
repeals it after the final report. Vote 13-0.
HB 176-FN, relative to changing the state flag design. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Carol McGuire for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill redesigns the state flag to a 
bolder design featuring the Old Man of the Mountain and the state motto, “live free or die.” Considering that 
the committee has another bill that would create a commission to develop a process to consider a redesigned 
flag, we looked at ourselves and decided that we were not really the appropriate body to decide on a new flag, 
or even if a new flag is necessary. Vote 12-2.
HB 435, relative to the definition of professional engineer. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Carol McGuire for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill clarifies that professional work 
in electronics, information technology, digital systems, or computing is not included in scope of professional 
engineering. This has always been the practice, since nothing in these fields requires the seal of a professional 
engineer and the qualification exams for professional engineers do not include these topics. With several 
engineers on the committee, we agreed that this clarification is appropriate. Vote 16-0.
HB 438-FN, relative to immigration detention facilities. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Carol McGuire for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill creates a statutory structure to 
define and regulate detention facilities for illegal immigrants. Since there are no such facilities in the state, 
nor is there any plan to create them, the committee felt that creating a regulatory structure for such facili-
ties implies agreement with the idea that New Hampshire needs them. However excellent the regulatory 
structure, we do not want to appear to be authorizing the construction or operation of immigration detention 
facilities. Vote 16-0.
HB 598, establishing a committee to study data sources of all entities operated by all branches of government 
that are or are potentially made available to the public, identify the data formats of those sources, and rec-
ommend legislation to standardize types and formats of data output from all or select governmental entities. 
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Carol McGuire for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill creates a legislative committee 
to study the data the state collects and attempts to make it more accessible and useful to our citizens and 
other agencies. While we are reluctant to create a new study committee, we have found in multiple situations 
that one agency has data that another needs but can’t use. Just remember that the state police, local police, 
and the courts did not know who was already out on bail and we found out that we have a specific organiza-
tion, the prescription drug affordability board, that needed to translate data collected by the department of 
insurance so that it was useful to other agencies. The committee amendment changes the composition of this 
committee from three representatives and three senators to four representatives and one senator; ensures that 
both parties are represented on the committee; and emphasizes that personally identifiable data is protected, 
not shared. We have many members who are experienced in data collection and analysis, and this committee 
will take advantage of their knowledge and expertise. Vote 12-2.
HB 622-FN, relative to the definition of “part-time” for purposes of employment of a retired member of the 
New Hampshire retirement system. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Peter Schmidt for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill, which changed the amount 
of work a retired person could perform as a part time employee, was requested to be found inexpedient to 
legislate by the sponsor at the initial hearing. Vote 14-0.

FISH AND GAME AND MARINE RESOURCES
HB 202, relative to the duties of the fish and game commission. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Mike Ouellet for Fish and Game and Marine Resources. This bill would make the Fish and Game Com-
mission advisory only and leaving the Director without oversight. The majority felt the commission is key and 
the voice of the sportsmen. The committee felt the system currently works well and does not need change. 
Vote 14-1.
HB 545-FN, requiring certain cervid meat processed outside of New Hampshire to be tested for chronic wast-
ing disease before being brought into New Hampshire. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Sean Durkin for Fish and Game and Marine Resources. There has never been a single human in-
fected with Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). Deer meat is already required to be deboned before being 
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brought to NH. Required testing would result in hunters being forced to return home without their meat 
and add an additional cost to the hunter. This bill does nothing but discourage hunters from leaving 
New Hampshire. This bill was opposed by New Hampshire Fish and Game and would be impossible to 
enforce. Vote 15-0.

HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS
HB 73, relative to harm reduction, substance misuse, and the governor’s commission on alcohol and drug 
abuse prevention, treatment, and recovery. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Matt Drew for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The committee found that this bill adds 
some long overdue language emphasizing prevention, societal harm reduction, drug misuse, and the use of 
overdose reversal medications to the statute establishing the Governor’s Commission on Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery. It also adds a representative of law enforcement to the commis-
sion. The amendment changes the effective date of the bill to 30 days after passage. Vote 18-0.
HB 743-FN, relative to patient access to health care prices and billing practices. INEXPEDIENT TO 
LEGISLATE.
Rep. Mark McLean for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This is a bill with two parts, both 
seeking to achieve greater price transparency in the health care sector. The first half of the bill would re-
quire that health care entities provide a good faith estimate for services to uninsured or self-pay patients. 
The second half of the bill would require that health insurers provide insured patients with an advanced 
explanation of benefits within three days of receiving a good faith estimate from a health care entity. The 
first half of the bill builds on the federal “No Surprises Act” and provides some additional protections. 
While the committee saw no harm in this portion of the bill, the impact of the mandate in the second half 
of the bill on New Hampshire’s insurance market was of concern. The Insurance Department testified 
that it was nervous about the bill’s impact on coverage, and felt that HB 705, an alternate bill before the 
House Commerce and Consumer Affairs Committee, would be a better vehicle as it had been developed in 
tandem with the insurance companies to provide greater transparency. The majority of the Health, Human 
Services and Elderly Affairs Committee felt that it was wise to defer insurance matters to the Commerce 
Committee and chose to recommend Inexpedient to Legislate while the Commerce Committee continues 
their work on HB 705. Vote 15-1.

HOUSING
HB 383, relative to the authority of condominium boards and unit owners to create and amend condominium 
instruments. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Dillon Dumont for Housing. This bill removes the requirement that the majority of condominium owners 
need to vote in favor of changes to bylaws and would give only the majority of owners present and voting at a 
meeting the right to make decisions for the majority of the entire ownership. This would reduce the property 
rights of the condominium owners. Vote 17-0.
HB 577, relative to modifying the definition of ADUs. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Joe Alexander for Housing. This bill with amendment would be a small but substantive change to NH’s 
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) law. The bill as drafted changes the definition of what is allowed “by right” 
on a property permitted for single family use by allowing the ADU to be detached from the existing unit. This 
small change will allow a moderate amount of housing to be built by converting existing detached structures 
such as garages into housing. This property rights bill also expands the maximum square footage from 750 
square feet to 950 square feet allowing for two bedrooms. This is an important change because it allows for 
intergenerational dwelling by permitting those with disabilities, veterans, or the elderly to age in place with 
family or a support system. The amendment clarifies tools municipalities can use to regulate ADUs by being 
able to mandate one of the structures remains owner occupied as well as determine aesthetic requirements. 
This is an important bill that signals NH is serious about solving the housing crisis. The committee recom-
mends this bill in a unanimous and bipartisan fashion. Vote 18-0.
HB 685, permitting in all residentially zoned areas by right the construction of manufactured housing. 
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Joe Alexander for Housing. This bill with amendment changes the definition of manufactured housing 
to housing “which is built on a permanent chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a 
permanent foundation when connected to required utilities, which include plumbing, heating, and electrical 
heating systems contained therein.” This important definition change allows for the construction of manufac-
tured housing in all residential zones and distinguishes manufactured housing from other housing options such 
as campers and recreational vehicles - which would not qualify under this definition change. This bill allows 
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manufactured housing to be allowed as an option in residential zones as a right. Manufactured housing is a 
key piece to solving the housing crisis because these homes are smaller, more energy efficient, and affordable 
starter and retirement homes for individuals. The committee amendment would clarify municipalities’ ability 
to regulate the establishment of these units. Vote 17-0.

JUDICIARY
HB 485, authorizing persons who win the state lottery to remain anonymous. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Joe Alexander for Judiciary. This bill would enable the winner of the state lottery to remain anonymous 
in certain situations. The individual is able to remain anonymous if the winner has an active restraining 
order, is a victim of domestic violence as defined in RSA 173-B:1, I, or if the lottery commissioner deems it 
would be in the best interest of the winner to remain anonymous. The Judiciary Committee believes these 
are acceptable situations in which the winner should be able to remain anonymous. Vote 10-1.
HB 593-FN, relative to loss of consortium involving pets. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Donald McFarlane for Judiciary. This bill seeks to expand the definition of “loss of consortium” to include 
pets, allowing pet owners to claim damages for the loss or impairment of companionship with their animals. 
Whereas the committee acknowledges the deep emotional bonds between individuals and their pets, several 
concerns have led to the recommendation that this bill is inexpedient to legislate. The bill fails sufficiently to 
define pet, and fails to clarify which relations, by ownership or otherwise, of the pet would be able to claim 
loss of consortium. The bill would limit owners in what they can do with their own animals, in ways which 
are clearly undesirable. The bill would expand potential liabilities in the case of veterinary care, leading to 
higher costs for veterinary care, pet grooming and other pet-related services. Traditionally, animals are clas-
sified as property under the law. Altering this classification to recognize pets similarly to human relationships 
could have far-reaching legal implications, potentially affecting areas such as property rights, liability, and 
insurance. Expanding loss of consortium claims to include pets may lead to increased litigation. This could 
inadvertently impact pet owners, service providers, and the legal system, creating burdens that outweigh 
the intended benefits of the bill. Current laws already provide avenues for pet owners to seek compensation 
in cases of intentional or negligent harm to their animals. To the extent that there is a need to increase the 
provisions for such damages, this bill is not the appropriate mechanism to achieve that end. Given all of 
these considerations, the committee believes that the potential negative consequences of enacting this bill 
outweigh the benefits. Vote 11-0.
HB 746-FN, relative to an award of attorney’s fees upon a successful appeal of a local property tax assess-
ment. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Marjorie Smith for Judiciary. Originally assigned to Municipal and County, the bill was referred to Ju-
diciary and properly noticed. No sponsor appeared for the hearing, no witness appeared, no written testimony 
was submitted. The committee determined that the responsible outcome was to recommend Inexpedient to 
Legislate. Vote 10-0.

LABOR, INDUSTRIAL AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES
HB 248, relative to notice and update requirements regarding state employee investigations. OUGHT TO 
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Jack Flanagan for Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. This bill provides rules if an employee 
is suspended with pay. The employee will be provided a written notice within 7 days of the suspension. The 
employee shall be updated on the status of the suspension every 90 days. This law covers employees not in 
a collective bargaining agreement. Vote 20-0.
HB 735-FN, relative to elections in collective bargaining. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Michael Granger for Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. This bill would require that collec-
tive bargaining units re-certify when over 50 percent of those in the bargaining unit were not there when the 
bargaining unit was initially certified. The language is unworkable for several technical reasons, therefore 
the committee believes it to be Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 20-0.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT
HB 230-LOCAL, relative to the adoption of public health ordinances by municipalities. OUGHT TO PASS 
WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Jim Maggiore for Municipal and County Government. This bill as amended defines the limits of a health 
officer’s responsibilities under the statute with more specificity. The health officer is still responsible for 
ensuring the sanitary conditions in homes, neighborhoods, rental properties, schools and other public and 
private locations. Vote 18-0.
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HB 421-FN, relative to notice of tax exempt-status filing procedures by town officials or offices. OUGHT TO 
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Jim Maggiore for Municipal and County Government. Organizations that qualify for tax exemptions are 
required to file annually certain tax-exempt application forms with their municipalities. This bill as amended 
requires municipalities and tax-exempt organizations to share the responsibility of sending and returning the 
proper statutory tax filing forms and further holds harmless, either the municipality or the organization, if 
for some reason the tax forms were not received in a timely fashion due to accident, mistake, or misfortune. 
This bill will streamline the process of reviewing and approving tax exemptions for qualified organizations 
while providing governing bodies the latitude to consider applications that may be late due to unanticipated 
circumstances. Vote 16-2.
HB 426, relative to property tax exemptions for charitable organizations for the prior tax year. OUGHT TO 
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. John MacDonald for Municipal and County Government. This bill as amended affords the opportunity to 
New Hampshire’s charitable organizations to receive a tax exemption under RSA 72:23 for the tax year ending 
March 31, 2025, for failure to file a timely statement of financial condition pursuant to RSA 72:23. Further, 
the charitable organization shall be granted the exemption retroactively if they satisfy to the selectmen that 
they were prevented by accident, mistake or misfortune from filing the statement of financial condition prior 
to June 1, 2024. If the request is denied by the selectman the charitable organization may appeal to the su-
perior court or the board of tax and land appeals. Vote 16-2.
HB 547-FN, relative to county reimbursement of funds. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Stephanie Grund for Municipal and County Government. This bill provides a credit to the counties 
for enhanced federal payments that were received and retained by the New Hampshire Department of 
Health and Human Services during the period of January 2020 through June 2021. Medicaid is jointly 
funded by the state and federal government with a 50%-50% split. However, during the public health 
emergency, the federal government increased the federal share of their Medicaid match to 56.2% begin-
ning January 1, 2020. The county payment (non-federal share) during this period did not change. The 
New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services retained these additional federal payments. 
As a result, the counties paid more than the non-federal share of Medicaid reimbursement for this period. 
This bill returns the overpayment to county taxpayers through a credit to the county cap over the next 
two years. Vote 18-0.
HB 625, relative to enabling municipalities to levy payments against non-profits at a percentage of their as-
sessed property values. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Laurel Stavis for Municipal and County Government. This bill proposes to alter the amount of tax 
municipalities are permitted to require of non-profit organizations within their jurisdictions, with the 
increase tied to a percentage of the non-profits’ assessed values. As such, it upends decades of established 
practice in towns and cities across the state that have stable and productive relationships with major 
non-profit organizations such as academic teaching hospitals, universities, and other facilities. The bill 
also exempts certain religious institutions from its requirements, which would privilege them above non-
profits without a religious mission. Such an exemption is at best unfair and at worst unconstitutional. 
Vote 18-0.
HB 689, enabling municipalities to adopt a volunteer incentive property tax credit. INEXPEDIENT TO 
LEGISLATE.
Rep. Linda Franz for Municipal and County Government. This bill seeks to enable municipalities to adopt a 
volunteer incentive property tax credit for veterans and elderly persons who volunteer their services. This bill 
is simply not manageable. It would require project supervision as well as a time keeping system for qualify-
ing volunteers. With an hourly tax credit at $7.25 and a maximum annual credit of $1,500, depending on 
how many hours an individual has volunteered, it would create more than 200 additional tax credits to be 
administered. In addition, the volunteers’ credits would most likely vary from year to year requiring annual 
applications and creating an unreasonable burden on the municipal assessors, clerks and administrators. 
Furthermore, these credits would be required to be calculated before the April 15th deadline to be eligible to 
receive the credit and be included in the annual tax rate calculation. For these reasons, the committee recom-
mended Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 18-0.
HB 766, enabling municipalities to adopt an exemption from the local education property tax for certain 
elderly residents. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Sly Karasinski for Municipal and County Government. This bill is enabling legislation that allows the 
legislative body of a municipality to adopt an exemption from the local education property tax for certain 
elderly residents. The majority of the committee recognized that the bill would shift education costs to all 
other taxpayers, including some of the elderly that were just outside the parameters set. Consider, elderly 
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taxpayers that had lived in the municipality for twenty years of the thirty required. Their education taxes 
would increase to make up the shortfall caused by this bill. Additionally, it would be impossible for the mu-
nicipality to know the education tax to be exempted prior to setting the tax rate. Therefore, the majority of 
the committee believes this bill is detrimental to the elderly property owners the proponent was trying to 
help, as well as being untenable. Vote 17-1.
HB 782-FN, expanding property tax exemptions for certain elderly and disabled persons; raising public 
awareness regarding tax credits and exemptions; and requiring an annual report regarding the efficacy of 
the low and moderate income homeowners property tax relief program. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Julie Gilman for Municipal and County Government. This bill is well intentioned but contains sev-
eral flaws in its administration and intended results. The tax exemptions for certain disabled and elderly 
property owners are, by current statute, set by a municipality’s legislative body. This bill attaches a 
mandated annual adjustment to the Bureau of Labor and Statistics consumer price index (CPI). Attach-
ing an unknown change in the exemption amount defeats the will of the legislative body. The bill does 
not designate what date the CPI adjustment takes effect. Further, it binds future governing bodies from 
requesting a change to the exemption by its legislative body. That goes against the democratic process of 
municipal governance. The bill also requires the Department of Revenue Administration (DRA) to create 
an online portal for persons applying for low and moderate income tax relief. Finally, the bill requires 
the DRA to report annually on the “efficacy” of the low and moderate income tax relief program but does 
not define what “efficacy” is. For these reasons, the majority of the committee finds this bill Inexpedient 
to Legislate. Vote 18-0.

PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS
HB 181-FN-A, relative to making the state responsible for maintaining Opticom systems for fire and emer-
gency on state roads and making an appropriation therefor. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Bill Boyd for Public Works and Highways. This is a well-intentional bill that seeks to place maintenance 
of the Opticom transmitter system under the auspices of the New Hampshire Department of Transportation 
(DOT). The Opticom system is a traffic control system that helps emergency response vehicles get through 
intersections faster and safer. It’s designed to reduce congestion and improve safety. During the course of the 
testimony, the committee learned that there is a system in place to best determine what transmitter system 
works best for the community’s emergency response vehicle fleet. The DOT allows a city or town to pick that 
system; DOT provides that system to the community; and the community maintains that system regardless 
of whether or not the transmitter is on a state roadway. Because of the existing process in place between the 
DOT and New Hampshire’s municipalities, the committee unanimously supported the Inexpedient to Legis-
late recommendation. Vote 18-0.
HB 300, relative to directing the department of transportation to issue a request for proposals regarding 
the Conway Branch rail line and establishing a study committee to investigate the future of railroads in the 
state. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Bill Boyd for Public Works and Highways. This is a bill which would direct the New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Transportation to issue a request for proposals regarding the Conway Branch rail line and establish 
a study committee to investigate the future of railroads in the state. The bill is redundant. The committee 
was tasked with reviewing a similar bill, HB 1468, in the last biennium with verbatim language which was 
approved by the committee and the General Court, and signed into law by the Governor in 2024 creating 
Chapter 137. Vote 18-0.
HB 375, allowing municipalities to designate sections of state and local highways for all terrain vehicles. 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Bill Boyd for Public Works and Highways. This is a well-intentional bill that seeks to allow a munici-
pality’s governing body to designate any part of any state or local highway, including any bridges or road 
connectors on those highways, for all-terrain vehicle (ATV) use. Currently, the New Hampshire Department 
of Transportation (DOT) has a system in place that allows the DOT to work with a municipality to best de-
termine what routes make sense for off-highway recreational vehicle (OHRV) usage in that community in 
relation to the state roads that serve that community. The committee believed that creating a blanket policy 
process would potentially hinder the DOT from ensuring that public safety is maintained as it relates to 
OHRV usage on state roads. Because of the existing process in place between the DOT and New Hampshire’s 
municipalities ensures a comprehensive and full review of a proposal, the committee unanimously supported 
the Inexpedient to Legislate recommendation. Vote 18-0.

RESOURCES, RECREATION AND DEVELOPMENT
HB 644-FN, relative to flying drones in state parks. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
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Rep. Will Darby for Resources, Recreation and Development. This legislation would permit the take-off and 
landing of drones, formally known as unmanned aerial systems, from New Hampshire state parks with 
minimal exceptions. It further requires state park officials to retrieve drones that land in inaccessible loca-
tions for a fee of not more than $100, and has a provision to charge for commercial use. The New Hampshire 
Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (DNCR) expressed many concerns about this bill including 
conflicts arising with other visitors enjoying the quiet of the natural environment, unenforceable provisions 
intended to avoid such conflicts, and the insufficiency of the fee to recover lost drones. They further stated 
a process for special use permitting exists to allow for commercial drone use with many such permits being 
issued each year. Further, DNCR is currently drafting rules for drone use in state parks, which allows for 
shared use of these public spaces, to replace the existing policy. The Department of Safety opposed this bill 
because the provisions on video surveillance do not align with language in other legislation the department 
is supporting this session. Vote 16-0.
HB 657-FN, relative to short-notice booking access for New Hampshire residents to state parks. INEXPEDI-
ENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Arnold Davis for Resources, Recreation and Development. The prime sponsor, requested the bill be voted 
Inexpedient to Legislate and advised there was work to be done on the bill. There was no further testimony. 
Vote 16-0.
HB 663, allowing the division of historic resources to expend moose plate funds to administer and fund grants. 
OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Gregory Sargent for Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill amends RSA 261:97-c I(a) to 
expressly provide what the NH Attorney General says the statute already implicitly provides: that the NH 
Department of Natural and Cultural Resources may spend Conservation Number Plate, aka Moose Plate, 
funds to administer and fund grants. Vote 15-0.
HB 683-FN, relative to off-highway recreational vehicles. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Suzanne Vail for Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill radically expands the list of counties 
where off-highway recreational vehicle (OHRV) operations on designated roads are authorized, to include all 
but Belknap and Rockingham Counties. Additionally, the bill proposes removing a petitioner’s responsibility 
to fund notification to abutters of property for which OHRV use is sought before a trail is open to OHRVs. 
This bill creates precisely the type of conflict that the HB 1188 commission to study OHRV use in the state 
was created to resolve, which is to evaluate economic impacts, enforcement feasibility, abutter notification, 
and the coexistence of OHRVs with other land users. This bill ignores that process and sidesteps public in-
put, at a time when compromises are possible. With no responsible party identified to replace the petitioner, 
this bill assumes the community will bear the cost of abutter notification—an objectionable burden to towns 
and residents. The committee heard the state and municipalities lack the capacity to manage enforcement 
of rules and safety regulations related to this widespread expansion. In opposition to the bill were the NH 
Timberland Owners Association, NH Fish and Game, Appalachian Mountain Club, Nature Conservancy, 
Society for the Protection of Forests, Sierra Club, NH Farm Bureau, landowners, abutters, selectmen, and 
forestry consultants. Vote 14-1.
HB 691-FN, prohibiting the addition of fluoridation chemicals to public water systems. INEXPEDIENT TO 
LEGISLATE.
Rep. Nicholas Bridle for Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill seeks to prohibit the fluoridation 
chemicals to public water systems. The committee heard broad testimony both in support and opposition re-
garding the science and health effects of these chemicals in the water system. The committee feels the issue 
does not need further legislation, as the communities served by these water supplies have local control and 
chose to opt in to having the fluoride chemicals added to their water supply, and they also have a means to 
vote to remove these chemicals from the water supplies as well. This issue does not require a mandate by 
the state legislature. Vote 14-1.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY
HB 541, establishing a committee to study energy and telecommunications infrastructure survivability and 
resiliency. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. John Schneller for Science, Technology and Energy. This bill, which would establish a committee to 
study energy and telecommunications infrastructure survivability and resiliency, as proposed, represents a 
broad and lofty goal. Testimony from industry and regulatory participants, however, suggests that numer-
ous organizations already maintain specific, established, and active efforts in conjunction with eight or more 
state and federal agencies to accomplish what this bill proposes. Each of the above organizations is charged 
with reviewing and executing components of plans to ensure energy and telecommunications infrastructure 
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survivability and resiliency. The primary testimony suggested that the Executive branch and many other 
involved parties/agencies are engaged in efforts to develop and harden redundancies, maintain adequate 
cybersecurity policies and procedures, and ensure critical systems survivability in the event of a partial or 
total system wide failure. Given the above, the committee concluded that vagaries in the proposed legislation 
would result in an unreportable and unactionable outcome. Vote 17-0.
HB 575-FN, prohibiting offshore wind energy infrastructure. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Michael Vose for Science, Technology and Energy. This bill prohibits the building of offshore wind 
infrastructure in New Hampshire. Doing so interferes with private business activity, which the state 
wants to encourage. Such prohibitions may attract lawsuits from federal regulators. The bill duplicates 
the repeal in an earlier bill passed by the committee of the offshore wind commission and the offshore 
wind industry workforce training center committee, while removing agencies that should remain, such 
as the workforce development and innovation fund and the geographic location description within the 
coastal program. Vote 16-1.
HB 708-FN, directing the department of energy to begin planning for the introduction of an additional overlay 
area code. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Michael Harrington for Science, Technology and Energy. The committee heard from the Department of 
Energy (DOE) that the department did not have the authority to perform the required actions with the ad-
ministrators of the North American Numbering Plan as specified in the bill. Additionally, the DOE discussed 
ongoing efforts to push out the need for a new NH area code to late 2029 and beyond, removing the need for 
any current action on this topic. Vote 14-1.

TRANSPORTATION
HB 390-FN, relative to adding retired fire apparatus (fire trucks) to antique vehicle exemptions. OUGHT 
TO PASS.
Rep. Joseph Hamblen for Transportation. When fire apparatus reach the end of their use, a town, city, or 
municipality needs a means to retire that vehicle. Allowing the vehicles to be maintained in their original 
condition makes the vehicles more attractive to collectors who can then display the vehicle in a parade or 
car show. Attendees of the parade or car show find pleasure at seeing these vehicles and pride grows in their 
community. Vote 15-1.
HB 715-FN, relative to personal electric vehicles. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Joseph Hamblen for Transportation. This bill sets speed limits but does not provide for a means of 
enforcement or set penalties for violations of said speed limits. In addition, this bill would require any 
person over 16 years old who does not possess a license to complete an online personal electric vehicle 
(PEV) safety course which has not been developed as of yet by the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV). 
Vote 14-2.

WAYS AND MEANS
HB 531-FN, setting annual limits on the amount of charitable gaming revenue which may be distributed to 
one charitable organization. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Fred Doucette for Ways and Means. The committee heard testimony on this bill that would set a limit 
of $50,000 as the total amount of charitable gaming revenue charities would receive. Charitable gaming, 
being a complex model here in New Hampshire, requires perspective, thought, and advice on many of these 
charitable gaming issues. It is acknowledged by the committee members that this and other issues relating to 
charitable gaming will be addressed in the upcoming charitable gaming commission. Therefore, the committee 
thought it appropriate to allow for that commission to study and make recommendations to the legislature 
addressing this issue. Vote 19-0.
HB 540, relative to historic horse racing licenses for large facilities. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Fred Doucette for Ways and Means. The majority of the committee heard testimony on this bill that 
would require charitable game operators with 1,000 or more historic horse racing machines to pay an annual 
license fee to the state of New Hampshire in the amount of $10 million. Charitable gaming being a complex 
model here in New Hampshire requires perspective, thought, and advice on many of the issues in regards 
to charitable gaming. It is acknowledged by the committee members that this and other issues relating to 
charitable gaming will be addressed in the forthcoming charitable gaming commission. Therefore, the majority 
of the committee thought it appropriate to allow for that commission to study and make recommendations to 
the legislature addressing this issue. Vote 17-1.
HB 588-FN, relative to the distribution of revenues generated from historic horse racing pari-mutuel pools. 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
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Rep. Fred Doucette for Ways and Means. The committee heard testimony on this bill that proposes to change 
the revenue distribution formula for charitable gaming on historic horse racing parimutuel pools after break-
age and give it to the Lottery Commission. Other than the sponsor, all those who testified were opposed to 
the bill as it would take money away from charities. Charitable gaming being a complex model here in New 
Hampshire requires perspective, thought, and advice on many of the issues in regards to charitable gaming. 
It is acknowledged by the committee members that this and other issues relating to charitable gaming will be 
addressed in the upcoming charitable gaming commission. Therefore, the committee thought it appropriate 
to allow for that commission to study and make recommendations to the legislature addressing this issue. 
Vote 19-0.

TO BE WITHDRAWN
HB 409-FN, relative to fee structures for election recounts.
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THURSDAY, MARCH 6
REGULAR CALENDAR

WAYS AND MEANS
HB 503-FN, amending how revenues from taxes are allocated to the education trust fund. MAJORITY: 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Cyril Aures for the Majority of Ways and Means. This bill creates a variety of new tax increases and 
also amends how tax revenues are allocated to the General Fund and the Education Trust Fund. This bill, 
if enacted, would increase the Business Profits Tax (BPT) from 7.5% to 8.5%, the Business Enterprise Tax 
(BET) from 0.55% to 0.75%, the Meals and Rooms Tax (M&R) from 8.5% to 9%, and it would re-establish 
the Interest and Dividends Tax and set the rate at 5%. Increasing all these taxes will hurt the NH econ-
omy and the NH consumer. It most likely will result in lower tax revenues as businesses and individuals 
struggle under the burden of higher taxes. Higher business taxes will cause businesses to reduce costs and 
possibly reduce their work force resulting in higher unemployment. Interest and dividends taxes will hurt 
those on fixed incomes and drive high net-worth retired individuals out of the state. In addition, higher 
M&R taxes could limit restaurant and rental business revenue. Overall, this bill is bad for NH business 
and NH residents. Vote 16-3. Rep. Thomas Schamberg for the Minority of Ways and Means. This bill 
shows a vision for addressing funding of public education and providing tax relief for all homeowners and 
business property owners. This bill would redirect the additional tax percentage increases that would be 
imposed on the Business Profits Tax (BPT), Business Enterprise Tax (BET), and Meals and Rooms Tax 
into the Education Trust Fund at 100 percent of the increase. The distribution of revenue from the reestab-
lished Interest and Dividends Tax would have a tax at 5% with 100% of the revenue being deposited into 
the Education Trust Fund. The NH State Director of the National Federation of Independent Businesses 
estimated the tax revenue of the four identified categories would be around $700 million streaming back 
to the state coffers by 2027.
HB 591-FN, expanding hours for keno gaming on weekends. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Mary Ford for Ways and Means. This bill increases the hours of gaming on Saturdays and Sundays to 
8 a.m. to 1 a.m.(from 11 a.m. previously), a total of six additional hours. Most sales will occur at convenience 
and grocery stores. The Lottery anticipates a 1.5% increase in topline sales for an additional $334,364 in 
revenue for NH by FY27. Vote 16-4.
HB 596-FN, relative to reporting requirements for entities that collect meals and rooms taxes. MAJORITY: 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Cyril Aures for the Majority of Ways and Means. It is the majority opinion that this bill would place an 
undue burden on New Hampshire resources including staff and technology support to substantially change the 
way these taxes are currently collected and reported. Additionally, this bill would add costs to businesses to 
have to segregate revenue received per town. Further, small towns with less than 10 facilities would continue 
to receive no information due to record confidentiality regulations. Vote 16-4.
Rep. Susan Almy for the Minority of Ways and Means. This bill is part of a series trying to resolve the un-
derfunding of the urban hubs and cities that provide services and facilities to the towns surrounding them 
and have to absorb the cost of it in their higher property taxes. Hubs typically have double or triple the police 
and fire, EMT, planning, and road repair costs per capita. Something must be done, and this bill is not the 
answer, as it leads to a shift in municipal aid away from the bedroom communities. The minority would have 
preferred a retain motion to allow study of options in-committee. The minority amendment instead requests 
a study committee of representatives from both groups to seek solutions.

CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW
HB 187-FN, relative to restraining orders sought by a parent on behalf of a minor child. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Cassandra Levesque for Children and Family Law. The committee found there is a need for this bill 
after hearing testimony. This bill will allow for parents/guardians that are seeking a restraining order on 
behalf of the minor to do so without any difficulties or having to re-traumatize the child. We, as a committee, 
understand that not every child is able to do so on their own, so having a parent/guardian looking after their 
best interest, this bill will help families who are impacted the most. The committee voted unanimously for 
this legislation, seeing the need for this bill. This would allow protections against abuse/neglect from outside 
the household/immediate family. Vote 14-0.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY
HB 143, relative to the issuance of no trespass orders on municipal or school district property. MAJORITY: 
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
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Rep. Jennifer Rhodes for the Majority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill is correcting the lack 
of due process for those receiving a no trespass order from public property. We heard from those testifying 
that the ability to issue a no trespass order is certainly warranted in many situations and while a locality or 
school has the freedom to issue one, a person receiving one isn’t given due process to have it removed. The 
lack of due process is a violation of an individuals right to access public spaces, businesses, or housing. Absent 
due process, property owners, law enforcement, localities, and schools are able to issue no trespass orders 
based on bias, retaliation, or misunderstanding rather than a legitimate concern of safety. The amendment 
that replaces the original bill provides a fair and clear process allowing for individuals receiving a no trespass 
order to understand why it was issued, challenge the validity, and present their case holding themselves and 
the issuers(s) accountable. The individual receiving the no trespass order will have the right to a hearing by 
written request, which must be received no later than 20 days from the issuance of the order and providing 
the hearing must be held no later than 20 days of receiving the request. Additionally it allows for a property 
owner to extend a no trespass order up to one year if an individual is receiving subsequent no trespass orders. 
Vote 10-5.
Rep. David Meuse for the Minority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. While the minority feels that 
placing additional guardrails around the process of issuing and appealing no trespass orders in public 
buildings has merit, this bill goes too far. As written, it has the potential to endanger library staff, 
members of the public, and others who work in or utilize public buildings. It also places burdensome 
requirements on local school boards, select boards, and public libraries. While we are not opposed to 
respondents of no trespass orders being provided with notice of the duration of the order, specifying the 
property or properties it applies to, and providing notice of the right to appeal and information about the 
appeal process, the bill goes beyond this. For a no trespass order even to be issued, it requires approval 
from the governing body responsible for the property. It should be noted that many of these boards may 
have only one regular meeting per month, potentially necessitating additional meetings for people who 
are mostly volunteers. Moreover, a 2/3 supermajority vote, rather than a simple majority vote, of the 
board is also required to issue or to extend an order. During the hearing on the bill, we heard testimony 
from numerous public library board members that these requirements would make it much more difficult 
to remove people in a timely way who are engaging in disruptive behavior, including assaults on other 
visitors, vandalizing property, or being under the influence and/or using alcohol and illicit drugs. This 
bill clearly needs more work.

HB 245-FN, establishing the speed enforcement and awareness fund and providing for grants to municipal 
law enforcement for speed enforcement and speed awareness traffic equipment. MAJORITY: INEXPEDI-
ENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Matt Sabourin dit Choinière for the Majority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill creates a 
fund directly tied to specific forms of traffic violations. This type of fund should be avoided as funds for specific 
crimes threaten to establish the precedence of policing for profit. Funds needed should instead come out of 
the general fund. Vote 10-5. Rep. Buzz Scherr for the Minority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This 
bill assists police departments in New Hampshire with the issue about which they get the most complaints: 
speeding. It provides funds for police departments to buy roadside equipment that will tell drivers how fast 
they are going and to slow down. Particularly for smaller departments, this is valuable equipment that is 
currently out of reach cost wise.

HB 640-FN, relative to the transparency of federal agency operations within New Hampshire. MAJORITY: 
OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Matt Sabourin dit Choinière for the Majority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill promotes 
government transparency by requiring the NH Attorney General to request quarterly activity reports from 
the various federal agencies operating in the State of NH by adding a new subdivision of RSA 7. If enacted, 
this would provide for a single point of reference for which granite staters could research federal activities 
that does not currently exist. Vote 9-7. Rep. Ray Newman for the Minority of Criminal Justice and Public 
Safety. This bill has good intentions to improve transparency and make information more available to the 
public. However, a similar bill was killed in the Senate in 2022 because the state cannot compel the federal 
government to release this kind of information, and the bill was too expensive. The fiscal note this year says 
this bill would require three new staff positions at a cost of over $200,000. According to testimony, these 
requests would require providing 10 data points, including the number of federal facilities and staff in the 
state; the federal warrants served, and the federal arrests and deportations accomplished. Potentially, 72 
agencies would have to be contacted. Since the provision of this information is strictly voluntary, cooperation 
by these agencies is questionable as some of this data may not be collected and reported by these agencies. 
If this bill were to become law and these agencies do not cooperate, the Attorney General would still have to 
build a website, hire staff, and continue to make these requests quarterly. Given these facts, this bill should 
be deemed inexpedient to legislate until it becomes less costly and more efficient.
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EDUCATION FUNDING
HB 484, relative to reallocation or repurposing of career and technical education classroom space by local 
school districts. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO 
LEGISLATE.
Rep. Rick Ladd for the Majority of Education Funding. This bill, as amended, provides that if the space within 
a career and technical education (CTE) facility has been used by the career and technical education center 
exclusively for 20 years, such space may be repurposed to the district at no cost. The bill, as amended, will 
allow local school districts, such as the Milford CTE center, to move forward with their proposed CTE project. 
Each biennium, two centers are designated at the state level for CTE renovation support funding. The Milford 
High School and Applied Technology Center project did receive state renovation approval, but the initial state 
project renovation amount of $28 million has been reduced. This funding reduction has resulted in Milford’s 
need to reduce the project in size and scope; therefore, repurposing current space. The project includes a 
motorsports program, facility/classroom renovations, and replacing outdated CTE equipment. In addition to 
state support and local funds, several Milford businesses and non-profit organizations have pledged support 
for the renovation project through in-kind donations of equipment and more. Twenty-one Milford businesses 
have written letters of support for the project; many of which host students for work-based learning. The use 
of shared space in a high school is a local control matter. Vote 16-2. Rep. Tracy Bricchi for the Minority of 
Education Funding. Currently, a study committee is meeting to look at this issue and other issues pertaining 
to career and technical education. This committee will be issuing a report in May. It would be premature to 
act on this bill before receiving the report.
HB 515, repealing the chartered public school eligibility for state school building aid. MAJORITY: INEX-
PEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for the Majority of Education Funding. The majority of the committee strongly 
recommends Inexpedient to Legislate for this bill, since charter schools are public schools, and we should not 
treat them differently in regards to school building aid. Treating thousands of charter school students as sec-
ond class citizens is bad policy - there is no rational reason to deny or discriminate against any public school 
student or public school facility. Charter schools were made eligible for school building aid less than a year 
ago, when HB 354 was signed into law on June 14, 2024 after a 190-177 House vote and a Senate voice vote. 
The bill fixed a glaring inconsistency between RSA 198:15-b, (I)(3) which specified the amount of aid charter 
schools were eligible to receive and a now repealed section of RSA 194-B:11, VII that prohibited it. Charter 
schools that own their buildings still need to apply for state building aid, just like public schools do. Their 
grant payments are spread over the loan term (typically 20 years or longer), and no more than 10% shall be 
disbursed until the construction and verification of final cost is complete. Concerns expressed in committee 
over what happens if a charter school ceases to operate are fully addressed by the payment schedule described 
above and by the requirement that any charter school must have its asset disposition plan approved by the 
State Board of Education to become eligible for state building aid. Since 2018, NH has already allocated over 
$52 million in public school infrastructure funds to enhance student safety and security in all public schools 
including charters - we need to continue treating all our public schools equally under the law. All public school 
students, regardless of enrollment in an approved district school or an approved public charter deserve the 
same, equal opportunity to learn in a sound learning environment. Vote 10-8. Rep. Hope Damon for the Mi-
nority of Education Funding. The minority supports this bill to remove charter school eligibility for building 
aid. While termed public schools, charters have very different governance and operations. Charters do not 
have elected boards and operate more like private nonprofit corporations. Six NH charter schools closed in 
the last seven years, 31 are operating. Statute regarding dissolution of charter schools doesn’t adequately 
address whether any funds are returned to the state. Last year, the Department of Education approved 17 
public (non-charter) public building projects but was only able to fund three.
HB 583-FN-LOCAL, relative to state participation in the Medicaid direct certification program for free and 
reduced price school meals. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO 
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for the Majority of Education Funding. This bill would require the Depart-
ment of Education to seek participation in direct certification with Medicaid. The bill supporters speak of 
addressing student hunger, but the estimated cost to the state of providing meals to newly eligible students, 
$115,543, would be a rounding error compared to the impact on the Education Trust Fund, estimated by last 
term’s Committee to Study SNAP and Medicaid Changes on Free or Reduced Meals in State Education Aid 
Programs to be a budget busting $190 million, and by the bill’s fiscal note to be around $100 million over a 
biennium. Last term’s budget already increased education spending by $193 million, with most of the funding 
increase being targeted towards towns dealing with poverty. The funds needed for the education of economi-
cally disadvantaged children are already in the state budget. Adopting this bill without changing the current 
education funding formula is a recipe for the kind of excessive spending that New Hampshire cannot afford. 
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Despite repeated requests for information made both last term and this year, no testimony was provided by 
anyone about specific instances of kids being denied food or specific school districts denying food to students 
based on their inability to pay, making it impossible to substantiate a need for this bill. It is also unclear 
how many of the estimated 10,000 students that may be eligible for this program attend public schools, or 
how many of their parents would want their children enrolled in the Free and Reduced Price Meals pro-
gram. School districts already work hard to ensure that all parents are aware of the Free and Reduced Price 
Meals program and of how the application process works, making it unlikely that this bill would have the 
type of impact its supporters suggest it would. Vote 10-8. Rep. David Luneau for the Minority of Education 
Funding. This bill requires the Department of Education (DOE) to seek participation in the Medicaid direct 
certification program for free and reduced price meals for students in public kindergarten, elementary, and 
secondary schools. The DOE estimates that more than 10,000 students from low-income backgrounds who 
are currently enrolled in Medicaid do not complete the necessary paperwork to qualify for a free or reduced-
price meal. Participation in this program, already utilized in 43 states, would be voluntary. The Department 
of Health and Human Services confirmed the Medicaid application process would support a provision to opt 
out of the school meal program. Passing this bill will 1) add as many as 10,000 students from low-income 
families access to the free and reduced-price school meals program, saving these families on average $1,000 
in out-of-pocket costs for each student, 2) provide the department with an accurate count of eligible students 
and an additional $23 million per year in state school base funding plus significant additional extraordinary 
needs grants for municipalities with low property wealth per low-income student, and 3) result in increased 
federal grants to schools and child care scholarships. An amendment for costs to be budget neutral this bien-
nium was discussed. The minority believes this bill is good for students, families, and taxpayers.
HB 770-FN, relative to establishing a program to earn tuition credits for state of New Hampshire higher educa-
tion institutions through community service. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: 
OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Raymond Peeples for the Majority of Education Funding. This bill would establish a program for eli-
gible high school students to earn tuition credits at state higher education institutions through community 
service and establish a dedicated fund for the purpose of the program. The creation of this program and 
the associated overhead and costs would present a burden in what already is an extremely tight budget 
year. As the Commissioner of the Department of Revenue would be required to adopt rules and approve all 
volunteer sites, identifying those service projects that would be required, a new statewide database and the 
manpower to make these decisions and track them would be necessary. The result would be the ongoing 
cost to administer the program, as well as the loss of revenue to the institutions by awarding credits for 
service hours. Vote 10-8. Rep. Wayne Burton for the Minority of Education Funding. This bill creates a 
tuition credit program for students attending the state’s community colleges and universities. The bill was 
developed by high school students to heighten appreciation for working in community service organizations. 
Emerging research on service-learning validates a long-standing philosophy that integrating academics 
and community service delivers greater student leadership development, enriched learning, and improved 
academic performance. This program would encourage students to live and work in the state after gradu-
ation. The fiscal note indicates that for the Community College System of NH, the program could result 
in an indeterminable increase in tuition revenue. The University System of New Hampshire states it is 
possible that the program could attract more NH public high school grads to enroll in USNH institutions, 
which could grow enrollment and increase net revenue. The minority believes this bill is a triple win for 
students to earn tuition credits at our public higher education institutions, avoid excessive debt, and gain 
appreciation to undertake volunteer work later in life.
HB 771-FN, relative to funding for open enrollment schools. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Rick Ladd for the Majority of Education Funding. Open enrollment schools are already established and 
defined in RSA Chapter 194-D. An open enrollment school is defined as any public school which, in addition 
to providing educational services to pupils residing within its attendance area or district, chooses to accept 
pupils from other attendance areas within its district and from outside its district. This bill changes how 
funding for open enrollment schools is sent and received, and also requires school districts to establish a line 
item in their budgets that reflects expenditures for open enrollment tuition costs. The Prospect Mountain 
School District currently operates the state’s only open enrollment school, accepting students from outside 
the district’s catchment area, which includes Alton and Barnstead. At this time, Prospect Mountain has 20 
students at the school district under the open enrollment program. Current law compels sending districts to 
pay tuition for students participating in this program. However, school administrators and sending school 
boards in these districts are reluctant to pay tuition costs and this places an extreme financial hardship on the 
Prospect Mountain School District that strives to offer educational opportunity for all enrolled students, both 
within the district and outside the district. There are three primary reasons that sending districts refuse to 
pay tuition: (1) lack of clarity about payment responsibility, (2) differing opinions about which districts must 
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or must not adopt the provisions of RSA 194-D, and (3) objections based on a board’s authority to enter into 
other agreements, such as area agreements or tuition agreements with other school districts. This bill clari-
fies language in the law relating to the first of these points. Further, the bill clarifies financial responsibility 
of districts by clearly stating sending district or receiving district. Lastly, the bill inserts language that each 
school district shall establish a line item in their operating budget, on an annual basis, reflecting estimated 
expenditure for open enrollment school tuition. This is no different from current tuition expenditures when 
dealing with student placement based upon “best interest” or “manifest education hardship.” Parental requests 
for a change of school assignment due to a manifest education hardship are rarely approved at the local level, 
even after appeal to the State Board of Education. The open enrollment program is much different, as it 
provides an enrollment opportunity at the receiving school that may not be available at the sending school. 
It is particularly difficult to understand why sending districts object to enabling parents to make another 
educational choice that better serves their child; especially, when there is a 20% savings compared to other 
tuition or area agreement programs. Open enrollment keeps public dollars in public schools. This program 
allows students to take advantage of programming offered in a neighboring school that may not be offered in 
the student’s resident school. As stated by the superintendent of schools at Prospect Mountain, “I welcome 
any New Hampshire family to evaluate our strengths and weaknesses and decide for themselves where their 
children can be best served.” Vote 10-8. Rep. David Luneau for the Minority of Education Funding. This bill 
changes how funding for open enrollment schools is sent and received. It requires school districts to establish 
a line item in their operating budgets that reflects expenditures for open enrollment tuition costs. All school 
districts would need to budget tuition to send students to schools outside their district. The tuition would be 
set at 80% of the average per pupil cost for the student’s home district. The open-enrollment school district 
and their taxpayers would fund the difference. This bill requires local taxpayers to subsidize students at-
tending schools in other districts. Given the lack of equitable school funding across the state, the minority 
believes this will only increase the strain on property taxpayers, widen the disparities between communities, 
and create further opportunity gaps between neighboring school districts.

EDUCATION POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION
HB 208-FN, relative to certification requirements for school nurses. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH 
AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Glenn Cordelli for the Majority of Education Policy and Administration. This bill, as amended, removes 
the requirement that the Department of Education certify school nurses and states that a license from the 
New Hampshire Board of Nursing would be the requirement. Local districts would then determine if a licensed 
nurse applicant met their qualifications to be hired as their school nurse. In addition, certification carries a 
retirement cost for local districts of approximately 6% above that of a licensed nurse. Given the number of 
licensed nurses, there could be over $1 million savings for local districts. Vote 10-8. Rep. Megan Murray for 
the Minority of Education Policy and Administration. The minority of the committee supports Inexpedient 
to Legislate as we feel that the bill as amended removes All criteria for a school nurse under RSA 200:29. 
This bill would take away the assurance of nurses having specific pediatric experience.

FISH AND GAME AND MARINE RESOURCES
HB 589-FN, defining and prohibiting wanton animal waste and prohibiting certain wildlife hunting contests. 
MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Paul Tudor for the Majority of Fish and Game and Marine Resources. This bill does two things, first 
it makes it illegal to intentionally leave a wounded or killed animal in the field or forest without making a 
reasonable effort to retrieve the animal. Second, it prohibits wildlife killing contests. During testimony we 
heard from fish and game that this was not really a problem in New Hampshire and that they were planning 
on dealing with it with rules. It was the position of the majority that rules were the best place to deal with 
these issues. Vote 12-3. Rep. Loren Foxx for the Minority of Fish and Game and Marine Resources. The 
minority believes that wanton waste and killing contests are not acceptable hunting practices as outlined in 
the pillars of the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation, which states that “wildlife must only be 
killed for a legitimate, non-frivolous purpose.” It is essential that we address these issues for the well-being 
and conservation of New Hampshire’s outdoors. We agree with this important legislation, which mandates 
that Fish and Game address the issues though their rule making process.

HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS
HB 54-FN, allowing alternative treatment centers to operate for-profit. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. David Nagel for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. It is the consensus opinion of the Health, 
Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee that the non-profit model for the operation of alternative 
medical cannabis centers (ATC’s) was well-intentioned, but has proven to not work in practice and has been 
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abandoned by all states that have chosen this model except for New Hampshire and Arizona. By forcing ATC’s 
to operate as a non-profit, but not allowing them any of the advantages of a non-profit status, they struggle to 
finance their operations, creating excessive cost that is forced on to the consumer. We heard testimony that 
most patients cannot or will not afford these high prices. Half of those certified seek other sources including 
other states, which do not have same quality control or oversight as New Hampshire, or to the streets through 
black market vendors. This creates an unnecessary public health crisis that merits remediation. By changing 
to a for-profit model, ATC’s can lower costs for themselves and the consumers. Concerns about a potential 
take-over by unsavory entities that would put the needs of the bottom line over that of the consumer were 
addressed as it was noted that all vendors must still be approved by the state and are still subject to state 
oversight. Furthermore, statute still mandates that more than half of all ATC board members be residents 
of New Hampshire. Therefore, to maximize access to this important therapeutic modality as well as public 
health safety, the committee unanimously supports this bill. Vote 18-0.
HB 94-FN, relative to coverage of circumcision under the state Medicaid plan. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO 
PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Matt Drew for the Majority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The majority of the com-
mittee found that while circumcision is often desired by parents for personal or religious reasons, it is not 
medically necessary and carries a significant risk of permanent, life-altering complications. Because of that, 
the state should not be in the business of paying for it or for the complications that might arise from the 
procedure. Vote 10-8. Rep. Jessica LaMontagne for the Minority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Af-
fairs. There are many compelling reasons to agree with the majority that male circumcision of newborn babies 
should not be routine. What was once a cultural norm and standard medical practice is no longer accepted as 
such, though the majority of male babies still undergo circumcision in New Hampshire. We heard testimony 
from men who felt traumatized by the experience. Yet there is good reason to believe there is a vast silent 
majority who are not traumatized by circumcision as it is a common procedure. Members of the minority 
believe legislatures should not impose bans on specific medical procedures; these decisions are best left to 
medical providers and patients. Under current law, no parents are required to agree to circumcision for their 
newborns, it is a parent’s choice. If this bill were to become law, providers will have to ask parents what in-
surance they have in addition to informing them of their options, and that answer may determine the result. 
Members of the minority believe this is discriminatory. The minority is in favor of improving both education 
and informed consent about the practice.
HB 223, relative to licensing requirements for health care facilities that operate within 15 miles of a critical 
access hospital. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Yury Polozov for the Majority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The majority believes 
this bill will address the decline in medical access and the high cost of medical care in New Hampshire. It 
achieves this by exempting ambulatory surgical centers, emergency medical care centers, birthing centers, 
drop-in or walk-in care centers, dialysis centers, and special health care services from the critical access hos-
pital exclusionary zone restrictions. This will facilitate better synergy between hospitals and future medical 
centers located nearby, while still maintaining protection against new hospital competition. Vote 10-8. Rep. 
Trinidad Tellez for the Minority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill removes a cur-
rent stop-gap measure that currently assures that proposed new health facilities will not have a detrimental 
impact on the viability of New Hampshire’s critical access hospitals. New Hampshire’s critical access hospi-
tals ensure the health and well-being of the state’s rural and medically underserved areas, providing access 
to essential emergency services, outpatient and inpatient care, and care coordination services to the state’s 
most rural residents who otherwise would not have access to care. Allowing unchecked development of new 
healthcare businesses that will likely cherry pick the more profitable patients that are needed as part of the 
critical access hospital’s payer mix will undermine the hospital’s fiscal sustainability, and put more areas at 
risk of losing their current access to the vital services offered by these hospitals.
HB 524-FN, repealing the New Hampshire vaccine association. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINOR-
ITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Lisa Mazur for the Majority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The majority of the commit-
tee found that the NH Vaccine Association is not a cost-effective program, and a much more efficient program 
would be to allow vaccine providers to purchase and control their own vaccine inventory to meet the needs 
of the patients they serve. At this time of a state budget crisis, this is an easy switch for providers instead of 
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) purchasing vaccines for use with commercially insured 
children. The National Library of Medicine did an examination of Universal Purchase programs and concluded 
that they were ineffective in increasing vaccination rates. It is best to remove government from involvement 
in the purchase of medical products when private business does this quite well and cost effectively for vac-
cines. This bill will not increase costs to parents through deductibles or co-pays. Federal law requires that 
all vaccines for children be provided at no cost to the parent for the vaccines. This bill will not change that. 
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Vaccines will still be required to be “free.” This bill will not bring back measles and will have no impact on 
vaccination choices or rates. There will still be tons of vaccines for everyone who wants them. This bill is not 
“anti-science” and has nothing to do with vaccine policy. It is simply a matter of who is in the business of 
buying and selling a private use medical product…the state or private industry. Vote 10-8.
Rep. Jessica LaMontagne for the Minority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The bill proposes 
to repeal the New Hampshire Vaccine Association (NHVA), a non-profit organization established in 2002 to 
save money and ensure every child in NH has access to vaccines. The NHVA is a public-private partnership 
that combines money from more than 80 commercial insurers with federal Vaccines for Children funds to 
seamlessly purchase and distribute vaccines to more than 220 pediatric and family practices. Not a single 
insurer or provider supports the repeal of the NHVA. Many came to oppose this bill. The system works and 
does not need fixing. The NHVA decreases administrative burdens on providers so they don’t have to nego-
tiate with insurers and suppliers. It assures people without insurance have access to vaccines. It is not a 
tax as some have suggested but a purchasing club with 30% cost savings for everyone. Funds pass through 
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) but do not cost the state any money. On the contrary, 
should the NHVA be dissolved, DHHS will have to assume the cost of vaccine management and inventory to 
be prepared for outbreaks because the NHVA currently does this in lieu of the state. Dissolving the NHVA 
will result in fewer children being vaccinated. This will result in outbreaks of preventable disease as we 
have seen happening in the US where vaccination rates have declined. Disease outbreaks occur when health 
delivery systems are disrupted, as this repeal would do.
HB 634, relative to the New Hampshire council on autism spectrum disorders. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO 
PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Jim Kofalt for the Majority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill as amended repeals 
the New Hampshire Council on Autism Spectrum Disorders. The council has not met since 2019, and has 
not provided an annual report since 2017. The original bill would have reconstituted the council. However, 
the council’s mission is duplicative of work already performed by the New Hampshire Developmental Ser-
vices Quality Council. The majority therefore believes that it would be better to simply repeal the council on 
autism spectrum disorders. Vote 10-7. Rep. Lucy Weber for the Minority of Health, Human Services and 
Elderly Affairs. Members of the minority agree there have been issues with the Council on Autism Spectrum 
Disorders. This bill addresses those issues by amending both the members and the duties of the council. The 
amendment, on the other hand, repeals the council entirely. Members of the minority do not believe that the 
Developmental Services Quality Council (the Council) can adequately address autism spectrum disorder issues. 
Many people with autism spectrum disorder do not meet the legal definition for disability, so those people 
would not be represented on the Council at all. The minority believes that the bill as filed is the better solution.
HB 704-FN-A, relative to caregiver respite and senior volunteer programs and making an appropriation 
therefor. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Susan DeLemus for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill makes appropriations for two 
programs; one for respite care for family caregivers, and one for volunteers, themselves seniors, who visit and 
help seniors who are homebound. Family caregivers bear a heroic burden—they often care for a loved one who 
is medically frail or has dementia 24 hours a day, seven days a week, all year round. The work takes a heavy 
toll both mentally and physically. The bill would provide small grants for a paid caregiver to give a family 
caregiver a much-needed rest. The appropriations for this program are $552,508 in each of the two years. 
Senior volunteers are often the only point of social contact for homebound seniors, and in addition they often 
provide services such as shopping or picking up prescriptions. The bill appropriates the sum of $180,000 in 
each year for the retired senior volunteer (RSVP) program, and $30,000 in each year for the senior companion 
program. Finally, the bill appropriates the sum of $100,000 each year for the foster grandparent program. 
Committee members believe that the sums expended not only improve the lives of those affected, but also are 
a critical investment, saving the state significant sums of money by keeping elders in their homes. With the 
average cost of nursing home care being over $70,000 per year, and specialized dementia care often costing 
more than that, this bill is a good investment. Vote 16-1.
HB 724-FN, relative to lead paint poisoning prevention and remediation. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO 
LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Matt Drew for the Majority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The majority of the commit-
tee found that this bill excessively punishes landlords for a hazard they are required to disclose, cannot fully 
mitigate, and cannot fully remedy. Lead abatement is very expensive, but cannot fully remove the hazard. 
Further, the hazard can be repeatedly re-exposed, and would require repeated abatements - and under this 
bill, for every unit in the building. We do not believe this is a workable method of effectively mitigating lead 
exposure hazards. Vote 10-7. Rep. Jessica LaMontagne for the Minority of Health, Human Services and 
Elderly Affairs. Childhood lead poisoning is on the rise in New Hampshire, with a record number of cases in 
2023, a number likely undercounted as 20-30% of children are still not tested. The effects of lead poisoning 
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are tragic and severe. Acute high levels can cause death; more commonly brain damage from lead exposure 
results in lower IQ, behavioral problems, and later violent criminal activity. 70% of lead poisoning is from 
lead paint and dust in older homes, and 15% from lead in drinking water. This bill would do three important 
things: 1) remind contractors and DIY homeowners that they must have an EPA-RRP license when working 
on older homes by requiring the license number on the building permit application, 2) lower the childhood 
blood lead action level from 5 micrograms/dl to 3.5, consistent with CDC recommendations for early inter-
vention and prompt action, and 3) when a child’s high blood level is found and warrants an investigation, it 
would authorize the inspection of other units in a multi-family dwelling (as was the law before). This would 
ensure other units are inspected, perhaps preventing other lead exposures. We recognize that lead abatement 
is expensive for the property owner. But after decades of opportunity to voluntarily conduct lead abatement, 
and it is still not done, we must be more aggressive in identifying unsafe conditions for children and require 
lead hazard reduction when it is found. This bill would put the health and well-being of children first, over 
the short-term profits of landlords; and it would advance lead prevention efforts that in the long run will 
save the state billions from the long-term expenses of more health care, special education, and other society 
harms resulting from lead poisoning.
HB 751-FN, relative to certification of alcohol and other substance misuse treatment facilities. MAJORITY: 
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Mark McLean for the Majority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill as introduced 
directs the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Commissioner to develop rules establishing 
a certification process for substance use treatment programs and facilities, and requires that no programs or 
facilities be established or operated without the requisite certification. The bill also establishes an office of 
the ombudsman to investigate and resolve complaints within the jurisdiction of substance abuse treatment. 
Supporters of the bill felt that it would strengthen patient protection and ensure access to consistent, high-
quality services. The primary concerns expressed were that state regulators have no oversight or record of 
the majority of outpatient providers, that those seeking treatment are often subject to abuse, and that a lack 
of evidence-based approaches often leads to unnecessary relapse. The committee amendment narrows the 
bill scope significantly by explicitly exempting impaired driver care management programs and non-clinical 
recovery support services such as recovery coaching and 12-step programs from the licensure requirement. 
The amendment also streamlines the process by rolling the certification into the existing health care facilities 
licensing statute instead of creating a separate licensing infrastructure. Vote 12-6. Rep. Jim Kofalt for the 
Minority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill as amended establishes that alcohol and 
other substance misuse treatment facilities be regulated by the Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) as licensed health care facilities. The minority believes that a wholesale expansion of state regula-
tion to cover a broad new category of entities is unwise, and that it has the potential to stifle innovation and 
limit access to treatment.
HB 756-FN, relative to establishing a blood lead level testing requirement for children entering daycare and 
public schools. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION
Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This bill, relative to establishing a blood lead level testing re-
quirement for children entering daycare and public schools, provides an important stop-gap opportunity for 
increasing the blood level testing of infants and children. Given the potentially devastating impacts of lead 
on children’s developing brains, the low-numbers of 1 and 2-year old children currently tested for blood lead 
levels is of concern. The existing requirement for school health records for child care, and a complete physical 
examination prior to or upon first entry into the public school system, presents an important opportunity to 
lower the number of children who fall through the gap.
							       Rep. Trinidad Tellez
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill requires that children be tested for lead 
prior to being accepted into a school or childcare facility. New Hampshire law already requires that children 
must be tested for lead at age 1, and again at age 2. This merely adds a reporting requirement, and it would 
impose additional administrative burdens on childcare facilities and schools, which would be required to send 
notifications to parents who do not provide a lead testing report.
							       Rep. Jim Kofalt

JUDICIARY
HB 114-FN, removing fees and charges for governmental records under the right-to-know law and reinstating 
potential liability for disclosure of information exempt from disclosure. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO 
LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Eric Turer for the Majority of Judiciary. This bill would effectively reverse the changes to RSA 91-A, 
passed during the last legislative session under HB 1002 (Ch. 49, Laws of 2024). That bill, and subsequent 
amendments, was crafted with the input of many external stakeholders, and was the subject of considerable 
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debate, both in Committee and on the House Floor. The resulting language struck a delicate balance between 
the important goals at the core of NH’s right to know law, and the need to protect public entities from the 
open-ended time and expense of overly broad requests. Such requests appeared, increasingly, to be used as a 
tool to disrupt the work of public bodies, rather than for the open sharing of public information, as evidenced 
by similar requests in different venues, where the requester never collected the resulting material. The final 
bill was passed by a wide bipartisan vote of the House. This change has only been in place for a relatively 
short period of time, and the resulting impacts are still being ascertained. This is not the time to undo these 
carefully considered changes. Vote 13-4.
Rep. Louise Andrus for the Minority of Judiciary. The purpose of repealing the Right to Know law amend-
ments passed last year with HB 1002 is to reduce the mandated possible costs of right to Know information 
to the people of NH. The NH Constitution states: “ Part 1, Art. 8. [Accountability of Magistrates and Officers; 
Public’s Right to Know.] All power residing originally in, and being derived from, the people, all the magistrates 
and officers of government are their substitutes and agents, and at all times accountable to them. Government, 
therefore, should be open, accessible, accountable and responsive. To that end, the public’s right of access to 
governmental proceedings and records shall not be unreasonably restricted.” The word “reasonably” is not 
defined. The Legislature could have defined the word “reasonably” and put it into statute and would have in 
the minority’s opinion settled the issue instead of passing a law with charges for Right-to-Know Information. 
The people of NH should not be charged for information that they already own.

LABOR, INDUSTRIAL AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES
HB 378-FN, relative to an employee’s unused earned time. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Andrew Prout for the Majority of Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. The bill would require 
employers to provide a number of items regarding vacation time and unused earned time. These include writ-
ten policies, an undescribed means to request and approve usage of this time and an accounting of what has 
been used and what is remaining. While not being opposed to some of these requirements if they were more 
succinctly outlined, this would require an extra expense to many small business owners. The most significant 
concern is that the bill would require that all vacation time and unused earned time be considered compen-
sation and therefore wages. Not all employers offer vacation time or earned time. Some employers offer a 
certain number of hours to be used for a combination of sick time, vacation and other personal time. Some 
employers allow for this time to be converted to payment upon termination of employment and some do not. 
Earned time does not mean payable on demand for all NH employers. Allowing the employers to determine 
how they are going to consider these benefits is the NH way and results in a more vibrant business environ-
ment. Employers will adjust as needed to keep and maintain happy employees. Vote 11-9. Rep. Michael Cahill 
for the Minority of Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. The bill would provide for the payment of 
earned unused time when due to layoff, closure or sale of the business. These circumstances being beyond the 
control of the employee who as a result had no opportunity to request and use their earned time.
HB 542-FN, relative to weekly benefit amounts for unemployment compensation. MAJORITY: INEXPEDI-
ENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Michael Granger for the Majority of Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. This bill would 
increase the amount paid out in unemployment benefits, which threatens to increase taxes on businesses. 
Currently, under law, if the unemployment trust fund balance is below a certain threshold, taxes on busi-
nesses automatically go up in order to compensate. There is also an important factor of incentive; if people are 
paid more to be unemployed, you can expect the rate of unemployment to go up, and if NH citizens become 
dependent upon unemployment benefits, it has a chilling effect on morality as they no longer need to rely 
on their family, church, and community to help them through tough times. This dampens and degenerates 
the spirit of charity, and the majority of the committee finds that replacing generosity with taxpayer-funded 
welfare entitlement programs serves as a sour trade. Ultimately, the NH voter cast a decisive vote against 
tax increases and spending increases, and the state unemployment system is intended to be a safety net, 
it is not intended to be a trampoline. Therefore, the majority of the committee believes this bill should be 
found Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 11-9. Rep. Mark MacKenzie for the Minority of Labor, Industrial and 
Rehabilitative Services. The rejection of a long-overdue increase in the rate paid to unemployed workers in 
New Hampshire is a significant setback for our state’s most vulnerable citizens. This bill aimed to increase 
the rate for the first time in 20 years, providing some relief for higher wage earners in New Hampshire, 
whose replacement rate hovers around a mere 26 percent. The bill would have added six additional steps to 
the benefit schedule, taking the top rate up to $52,000 with a top benefit of $535 or a 34% replacement rate. 
While not perfect, it represented a step in the right direction. Members from the majority of the committee 
suggested that local churches and the goodwill of the community could replace the millions of dollars needed 
to support thousands of workers facing uncertain futures during layoffs. This notion is not only unrealistic 
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but also dismissive of the real struggles faced by these workers. The idea that charitable organizations alone 
can shoulder the burden is impractical and represents an abdication of our collective responsibility as a society. 
The average cost per employee in New Hampshire for the unemployment program is currently $85. This is a 
modest investment for the critical support it provides to those in need. By rejecting this bill, we have missed 
an opportunity to make a meaningful difference in the lives of our unemployed citizens and to strengthen the 
social safety net essential for a just and equitable society.
HB 744-FN, relative to workers’ compensation indemnity benefits percentage. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT 
TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Mark Warden for the Majority of Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. This bill proposes to 
increase the weekly compensation rate on worker’s compensation for partial and total disability injuries from 
60.0% to 66.67% of their average weekly rate. According to industry estimates based on actuarial statistics, 
such a substantial increase would lead to an increase of approximately 5-6% in overall system costs being born 
by policyholders (employers), adding up to as much as $29MM-$37MM in increased payouts in the private 
sector alone, which would inevitably mean higher premiums. While the payout rate in New Hampshire is 
lower than many states, our current system is fiscally sound and has proven to strike a fair balance overall 
among stakeholders. Vote 11-9. Rep. Mark MacKenzie for the Minority of Labor, Industrial and Rehabilita-
tive Services. Workers Compensation reform efforts during the 1990s led to a meaningful decrease in benefits 
for injured workers. These changes were prompted by proposed double-digit increases in the rate and the 
threat that New Hampshire could be left with no carriers willing to write that line of business. Today, the 
market has recovered, workplaces are safer, and overall costs are down. Over the last seven years, the rate 
has decreased every year, and workers compensation has become a good line of business. The current legisla-
tion aims to restore the percentage an injured worker would receive and increase the indemnity rate from 60 
percent to 66 2/3 percent, aligning it with the majority of states in the country.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT
HB 425, allowing tax-exempt entities to keep their tax-exempt status while renting facilities or property 
to entities that share their mission. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO 
LEGISLATE.
Rep. Linda Franz for the Majority of Municipal and County Government. This bill seeks to add new language 
to RSA 72:23 that grants property tax relief to religious organizations. The bill would extend tax relief to 
include rented property owned by religious organizations that rents not more than one church parsonage or 
like residential real property and/or not more than one worship building to organizations that share similar 
missions or goals so long as any rental income is used for religious leader’s compensation, maintenance of 
worship building or parsonage, or funding of standard religious programs. Vote 10-8. Rep. Eleana Colby for 
the Minority of Municipal and County Government. This bill would add language to the existing statute that 
is both broad and poorly defined, resulting in more ambiguity. Further, it imposes excessive requirements on 
the organizations and municipal assessors. Assessors would be forced to evaluate an organization’s income 
and expenses in relation to the law, leading to potential disputes and placing an unreasonable burden on as-
sessors who may lack the necessary time or expertise to perform such financial assessments. The additional 
burdens, coupled with overly broad terminology, will likely result in confusion and unequal application across 
jurisdictions, complicating the property tax exemption process for both parties.
HB 617, relative to the homestead right. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINOR-
ITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Denis Murphy for the Majority of Municipal and County Government. This bill as amended allows 
every person to own $1,000,000 of their homesteads, as defined in RSA 674:31, which are owned and oc-
cupied buildings. This homestead right does not cancel or erase a debt. Instead, it is an exemption from 
attachment during its continuance from levy or sale on execution, except in the collection of taxes. This 
homestead right will protect people from losing their homes during difficult financial times, mainly due to 
medical bills, which is why the majority of people file for bankruptcy. This will also include family trust(s) 
as long as they meet the other provisions of RSA 480:1. It is important to note that the act changes the 
original amount from $100,000 to $1,000,000, which will make the amount more in line with today’s real 
estate market. The amendment 2025-0437h also treats the owner of a trust and an owner of the property 
the same. As equals with or without having trust in place. This amendment does not protect cash or other 
liquid assets. The amendment proposes a much-needed update. Vote 11-7. Rep. Laurel Stavis for the Mi-
nority of Municipal and County Government. This bill would increase the amount shielded from creditors 
through the homestead right from the existing $120,000 to $1,000,000, and would add certain additional 
exemptions to the current definitions, such as mobile homes, housing cooperatives, and condominiums. While 
a modest increase in the current exemption would be prudent, the minority of the committee believes that 
the increase proposed in the bill is excessive. The added categories of housing eligible for the homestead 
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exemption are also problematic since they are ill defined in the bill, or are terms for which there is no cur-
rent definition in statute, such as “housing cooperative.” An amendment clarified eligibility for beneficiaries 
of real estate held in trust but it did not justify the $1,000,000 exemption, which far exceeds the current 
median value of a home in New Hampshire, nor did it seek to more fully define the additional exempted 
categories, which are vague and open to interpretation and confusion.

PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS
HB 578-FN, erecting a sound barrier along the F.E. Everett Turnpike. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Martin Jack for Public Works and Highways. This bill would require sound barriers to be constructed 
at two locations on the F. E. Everett Turnpike in Merrimack. The bill does not fund the construction that 
is estimated to cost $7.2 million of turnpike funds. Normally the committee does not approve projects 
outside the Ten-Year Transportation Plan process to ensure that project priorities are respected state-
wide and that project costs are covered by anticipated revenue levels. The state has established uniform 
criteria in order for a location to qualify for sound barriers that is required by the Federal Highway 
Administration. The committee has learned that there are over 100 unfunded locations statewide that 
would benefit from having sound barriers. There is an active turnpike construction project that includes 
the locations named in this bill and as part of this project the corridor was analyzed for sound barrier 
installation. The locations that are requested did not meet criteria, though four locations in the corridor 
did. If the state were to begin making exceptions to criteria, it could cause issues with federal highway 
aid. For all these reasons, although the bill is well intentioned, the committee recommends it Inexpedi-
ent to Legislate. Vote 16-2.
HB 713-FN, relative to mile markers along Route 112. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Bill Boyd for Public Works and Highways. This is a bill that would require the New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Transportation to install and maintain mile markers along the entire length of Route 112, also known 
as the Kancamagus Highway. The committee was stunned to learn that no mile markers exist along the 34.5 
mile scenic byway. The lack of cell service in this area as well created a significant public safety concern for 
the committee in relation to the myriad of users enjoying the Kancamagus Highway every year. While the 
committee has always brought a frugalness in its approach to the financial impacts that capital projects have 
within our state budget, it unanimously believed that this was a very important expense to contemplate and 
approve in the name of improving public safety. Being able to exactly identify the location of an emergent 
issue along the Kancamagus Highway is paramount for our users and our first responders, and the presence 
of mile markers along the Kancamagus Highway will be beneficial to all in ensuring emergency response is 
timely and prompt. Vote 18-0.

RESOURCES, RECREATION AND DEVELOPMENT
HB 607-FN, relative to funding the Hampton Beach area commission and making appropriations therefor. 
OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Nicholas Bridle for Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill seeks to appropriate funds for the 
Hampton Beach Area Commission. This commission was enacted by the legislature under RSA 216-J:5 in 
2003. For 22 years the commission has been solely served with no funding, relying on donations. The language 
of this bill allows for the legislature to appropriate funding for this commission for two years. The committee 
received a proposed budget for the needs of the funding, which covers basic essential function administrative 
costs. Without a funding appropriation, the commission would most likely dissolve due to rising administra-
tive costs. A point of note is that no commissioner receives any funding or compensation for their respective 
roles on the commission. The majority of the committee realizes that Hampton Beach is an economic driver 
for the state and voted to support the Ought to Pass motion. Vote 15-1.
HB 624-FN-A, establishing a local river management advisory committee grant program and making an ap-
propriation therefor. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Allison Knab for Resources, Recreation and Development. This legislation appropriates funding for 
Local River Management Advisory Committee Grants in the amount of $40,000. The program would be 
administered by the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) and provide the 
state’s 22 local river management advisory committees small grant funds to help them hold public meetings, 
communicate with state and federal agencies, develop river corridor management plans, etc. The committee 
amendment allows NHDES to administer the program without going through rule making, given the small 
size of the grants. This legislation addresses the unfunded mandate these committees have to advise and 
advocate for our rivers. The more than 200 local volunteers in 130 communities that make up these com-
mittees are critical to the protection and understanding of our states’ rivers, and this funding will support 
the work they do. Vote 16-0.
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY
HB 224-FN, relative to rebates to ratepayers from the renewable energy fund. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO 
PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Jeanine Notter for the Majority of Science, Technology and Energy. This bill addresses electricity bill 
costs by rebating money collected via an obscure tax on energy to the pockets of our residents. By rebating most 
of the Renewable Energy Fund (REF) back to ratepayers, we would save them, according to the fiscal note, 
between $2.5 and $7.3 million per year. While that is not going to save each ratepayer thousands of dollars 
each year, it’s a start and an important step to provide relief from some of the highest electricity costs in the 
country. This is not a new concept. New Hampshire has been rebating funds from the Regional Greenhouse 
Gas Initiative (RGGI) program for 13 years and that has saved the ratepayers hundreds of millions of dollars 
over that timeframe. This bill seeks to do the same for the REF and provide important ratepayer relief. The 
amendment exempts administrative costs and funding for the Office of Energy Innovation, rebates REF money 
to ratepayers and lowers energy costs. Vote 10-7. Rep. Kat McGhee for the Minority of Science, Technology 
and Energy. This bill eliminates the dedicated, non-lapsing Renewable Energy Fund (REF) and rebates the 
current balance to customer-rebates (via utility bills). This fund allows people looking to fund critical renew-
able energy projects to secure a small portion of their project costs under the REF. This program uses 11% 
REF monies and leverages 89% private investment dollars to provide a shorter turnaround on the ROI. This 
incentive was designed to spur greater investment and was a very conservative program effort. The REF is 
funded by the Alternative Compliance Payments (ACP) obligation of the default Utilities. The ACP was de-
signed to ensure that 25% of their energy supply be secured from clean energy sources or they pay the ACP 
in lieu of meeting their obligation.
HB 654-FN, relative to allowing small customer-generators the ability to participate in group-net metering. 
MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. JD Bernardy for the Majority of Science, Technology and Energy. This bill defines a new class of gen-
erators: small customer generators and permits them to participate in group net metering. As designed, it 
could also permit double-dipping by receiving two net metering payouts – one as the small group generator 
and one as an individual generator. It was opposed by the Public Utilities Commission and the Department of 
Energy. Vote 12-5. Rep. Thomas Cormen for the Minority of Science, Technology and Energy. This bill would 
allow “small customer-generators,” such as a utility customer who has a small solar installation of up to 100 
kilowatts, to also participate as an off-taker in a net metering group. The committee heard concerns about 
such customer-generators “double-dipping” by being paid for their own net metering and receiving benefits 
from belonging to the group. The minority did not see why small customer-generators should be prohibited 
from the benefits of belonging to a group.
HB 681-FN, establishing a statewide online energy data platform. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEG-
ISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Lex Berezhny for the Majority of Science, Technology and Energy. This bill expands the power of the 
governing council of the statewide online energy data platform. While the Department of Energy (DOE) testi-
fied as being neutral on this bill, they expressed significant concerns that the expanded power of the governing 
council would remove oversight from the public utilities commission (PUC) and DOE. Furthermore, since the 
committee had already passed HB723 “repealing the multi-use energy data platform,” it did not make sense 
to change a statute that is being repealed. Vote 14-4.
Rep. Thomas Cormen for the Minority of Science, Technology and Energy. An online energy data platform 
could serve ratepayers trying to decide how to save money on energy, a competitive energy supplier trying 
to serve customers, a community power provider wanting to serve its residents, and more. Such a project 
has been in the works for a few years, under the guidance of the Platform Guidance Council with members 
representing several stakeholders. To determine whether the project should move forward, a cost-benefit 
analysis needs to be done. Now that the broad functionality of the data platform has been defined, the project 
is poised to put out a request for proposals (RFP), which will help determine the costs. Responses to the RFP 
are expected by the end of the summer. The minority of the committee requested that this bill be retained 
so that once the costs are known by the end of the summer, a cost-benefit analysis can give us an honest 
understanding of whether to proceed. If the cost-benefit analysis indicates that the project is worthwhile, this 
bill would provide further direction.
HB 723-FN, repealing the multi-use energy data platform. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Lex Berezhny for the Majority of Science, Technology and Energy. The multi-use energy data plat-
form law passed in 2019 requires utilities to create and jointly operate a statewide, multi-use, online energy 
data platform. The platform is yet to be built. There is significant overlap in features between this proposed 
data platform and what some utilities already offer in their customer facing portals: mainly the ability for 
a customer to view their electricity usage and to manually share that usage with third parties. Utilities 
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currently recover the costs of upgrading and improving their customer facing software by filing a rate case 
and justifying the expense to the public utilities commission (PUC). This data platform law circumvents the 
normal cost-benefit justification process and simply mandates that the platform be built. The majority on the 
committee felt that the benefits of the platform, over what some utilities already provide, are not clear and, 
if there are benefits, the utilities should build this project by following the normal process, without special 
carve outs in statute. The costs to implement this platform were conservatively projected to be $4.5 to $7 
million. Vote 10-8. Rep. Kat McGhee for the Minority of Science, Technology and Energy. This bill repeals 
the statutory language that enabled a state-led effort, begun in 2019, to design a statewide energy data hub 
to include comprehensive gas and electric data from all three state regulated utilities. The Public Utilities 
Commission (PUC) docket# DE19-197 brought together the state, subject matter experts, and utility technical 
professionals, to solve the problems of creating a uniform data model, secure data-sharing, data privacy and 
automated data aggregation. The system would automate our energy data into useful information. The initial 
statutory requirements were satisfied in 2022 with a PUC order approving the project and the Governance 
Council as the ongoing decision-making body. This council included the three utilities, the Dept of Energy, 
Clean Energy NH, other stakeholders, and the Office of the Consumer Advocate. The collaboration was done 
the New Hampshire way, convening a group of qualified stakeholders to automate the state’s energy data 
with the goal of finding savings, unleashing innovation, and providing insights to aid energy planning. this 
bill cuts the project down, just as we are about to secure pricing. The cost benefit analysis was expected by 
fall. We disagree with the majority that there is any benefit to halting a project after 5 1⁄2 years of excellent 
work, before knowing the extent to which the NH Energy Data Hub could bring NH ratepayers significant 
cost savings.

STATE-FEDERAL RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS
HCR 1, calling for policymakers locally and nationally to fully consider all relevant information and factors 
pertaining to climate change before pursuing courses of action that could adversely affect any economy or 
environment. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Michael Moffett for the Majority of State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. The majority strongly 
supports the premise of this resolution: “That all sides be heard concerning climate debate and discussion, 
especially when forming public policy or making laws.” During the hearing, numerous examples were cited re: 
alternate climate perspectives being shunned, discounted, or ignored in favor of activist positions. Suppress-
ing alternative views involves more than just bullying but also violates First Amendment speech provisions. 
California’s coming ban on the sale of gas-powered vehicles was also cited as a cautionary tale, along with 
Vermont’s recent legislation holding energy companies financially liable for climate change. The ramifications 
and unintended consequences of such laws are profound and affect citizens far beyond the borders of such 
states. Indeed, similar measures have been proposed in this body. An earlier House bill calling for the ban-
ning of wood stoves in NH was seen as a harbinger and an example of extremist climate activism of which we 
should be wary. Mandating climate policies that hamper military training and readiness and thus national 
security creates serious concerns. Endorsing unproven climate claims as a basis for green energy subsidies 
that increase utility bills impacts everyone. Proposed carbon taxes and carbon offsets deserve full scrutiny, 
especially when related consequences involve tens of thousands of acres of North Country forests seeing timber 
operations limited to the detriment of all Granite Staters and Coos County citizens in particular. Allowing 
activists and extremists to promote dubious climate policies and associated laws in New Hampshire creates 
serious concerns that deserve to be fully understood, which can’t happen if contrasting views are squelched. 
Vote 10-7. Rep. Christine Seibert for the Minority of State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. This 
resolution downplays widely recognized scientific evidence that human activities, primarily the burning of 
fossil fuels, have warmed Earth’s surface and oceans, which in turn adversely impacts our climate. Multiple 
studies published in peer-reviewed scientific journals show that climate warming trends over the past cen-
tury are likely caused by human activities. Testimony showed that even large fossil fuel companies, such as 
Exxon, BP, and Shell accept scientific evidence about the impact of human activities on climate change. To 
quote a former BP CEO in 1997, “If we are all to take responsibility for the future of our planet, then it falls 
to us to begin to take precautionary action now.” To pretend that we need to study climate change 27 years 
after BP and others in the fossil fuel industry acknowledged that we need to act is like an ostrich hiding its 
head in the sand. We need to focus on solutions, not more studies based on media scare tactics poking holes 
in science-based evidence. This resolution asks us as legislators to consider fully “all relevant information and 
factors pertaining to climate change before pursuing courses of action that may adversely affect our economy 
and environment.” In other words, to do our jobs by listening to all sides. Ironically, this request comes from 
the very people who refuse to listen to the science behind the influence of human activity on climate warming. 
Everyone realizes that natural disasters also affect climate change, but only a few refuse to recognize humans’ 
part in exacerbating climate change. The minority believes this resolution is inflammatory and ridicules 
those who believe that climate change is an impending threat to our environment. The minority believes in 
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addressing the economic and health costs of climate change, which would benefit all of our constituents, not 
on passing measures like this. The minority stands with the vast majority of our constituents who believe 
that we need to take action to mitigate the human activities that are most detrimental to our environment. 
For these reasons, the minority supports inexpedient to legislate.

TRANSPORTATION
HB 305, relative to speed and red-light cameras for traffic enforcement. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Henry Giasson for Transportation. It was the opinion of the majority that this was questionable concern-
ing the right to privacy. While traffic camera enforcement has been used in other states to varying effects, it 
was not the belief of the committee that there are significant safety increases for their application, and that 
the risk of cameras being used in this scope or beyond presented a risk to the public’s right to privacy. It was 
further noted that most of the out of state municipalities that use these systems have third party agencies 
monitoring their cameras for profit, similar to the way EZ Pass has taken over what used to be an in-state 
road toll system. As this bill is currently drafted, that would not be allowable. There was significant concern 
that it would become an expansion on the bill at a later date which again would bring right to privacy concerns 
where recording is done by a third party. In the end, the majority believes that traffic enforcement should be 
done by law enforcement officers, not mounted recording devices. Vote 13-3.
HB 419, requiring vehicle headlights to be on when windshield wipers are also on. MAJORITY: INEXPEDI-
ENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Matthew Pitaro for the Majority of Transportation. The majority of the committee believes that requir-
ing headlights to be on whenever the windshield wipers are on is an unnecessary burden in that the use of 
windshield wipers is separate from the use and safety of headlights. The majority believes that this bill will 
give law enforcement another violation to enforce, rather than curtail any further lumination issue, beyond 
what is already in statute. Vote 10-6. Rep. Marc Plamondon for the Minority of Transportation. This leg-
islation would require vehicle headlights to be on when windshield wipers are on during inclement weather. 
Data shows seven states have implemented this law between 1998 and 2007, showing significantly fewer 
multi-vehicle daytime accidents, as per the Transportation Lighting Association.
HB 649-FN, removing the requirement for physical safety inspections and on-board diagnostic tests for 
passenger vehicles and eliminating funding for the motor vehicle air pollution abatement fund. WITHOUT 
RECOMMENDATION
Statement in support of Ought to Pass: The support of ought to pass is recommended based on several 
grounds. The first, and probably most important, is the overwhelming request of the constituents who have 
contacted legislators with complaints of toxic practices among inspectors and expanding inspection require-
ments that were not legislated. The current vehicle inspection policy is overwhelmingly distrusted among a 
majority of the New Hampshire public. Many view this as a “poverty penalty” where the overwhelming cost is 
to people who drive older cars and may not be able to afford to have the vehicle inspected and have whatever 
repairs recommended be done at the inspecting shop. This policy has been expanded to move beyond the scope 
of safety and has moved into the realm of profiteering. Bills have failed that have attempted to put in limits, 
including not mandating accessory lighting and surface rust. The bills that have passed have not been moved 
into the rules, and there has been no reduction or restructuring to the process. Due to consistent failure of 
putting limits on it, those in favor of ought to pass move to remove the program altogether. New Hampshire 
is one of only 11 states with safety inspection laws, and in a review of states with similar population density 
and climate, there was no direct correlation between vehicle accidents, nor injury, nor lethality, when NH 
was compared with other states that do not have this law.
							       Rep. Henry Giasson
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: Members of the committee in favor of inexpedient to 
legislate recognize that the safety inspection program must change or be dismantled. We disagree, however, 
that the bill in this form is the proper way to accomplish that. Notably, it creates significant risk to the state 
with respect to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) compliance and Department of Transportation (DOT) 
funding, as well as other concerns. We would have preferred to retain and alter the bill, but as written must 
recommend it not proceed.
							       Rep. Seth Miller

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28

FINANCE - DIVISION I, Room 212, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - Department of Corrections.
11:15 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - Parole Board.
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11:30 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - Military Affairs and Veterans Services.
	 1:15 p.m.	 Budget Work Session - Department of Natural and Cultural Resources.
	 2:15 p.m.	 Budget Work Session - Department of Agriculture, Markets, and Food.
	 2:45 p.m.	 Budget Work Session - Department of Environmental Services.

MONDAY, MARCH 3
CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW, Room 201, LOB
11:00 a.m.	 Subcommittee work session on HB 553-FN, relative to the definition of abuse and neglect and 

conditions triggering a rebuttable presumption of harm in abuse and neglect cases.
EDUCATION POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION , Room 205-207, LOB
	 9:30 a.m.	 HB 748-FN, establishing a local education freedom account program.
10:15 a.m.	 HB 752, relative to procedures for the closing of a charter school.
11:00 a.m.	 HB 763-FN, relative to school emergency plans for sports related injuries.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.
Room 203, LOB
11:00 a.m.	 Subcommittee work session on HB 131, requiring school boards to develop and enact policies 

regarding personal cell phone use in schools.
11:00 a.m.	 Subcommittee work session on HB 781-FN, requiring school districts to adopt policies estab-

lishing a cell phone-free education, and making an appropriation therefor.
Room 205-207, LOB
	 1:00 p.m.	 Executive session on HB 384-FN, prohibiting bullying in schools; HB 667-FN, relative to health 

education and requiring the viewing of certain videos demonstrating gestational development 
from embryo to fetus through birth by public school students and college or university students; 
HB 748-FN, establishing a local education freedom account program; HB 763-FN, relative to 
school emergency plans for sports related injuries; HB 754-FN, establishing automatic discovery 
in due process hearings for actions seeking to enforce special education rights; HB 93, enabling 
school districts to appoint a school district treasurer; HB 752, relative to procedures for the 
closing of a charter school.

	 3:00 p.m.	 HB 231, prohibiting school district personnel from transporting students to medical procedures 
without parental consent.

	 3:30 p.m.	 HB 555-FN, relative to required holocaust and genocide study requirements for an adequate 
public education.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 307, LOB
	 1:00 p.m.	 Full committee work session on sections contained in HB 2 related to Executive Departments 

& Administration.
FINANCE - DIVISION I, Room 212, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - Personnel Appeals Board.
10:30 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - New Hampshire Council for Developmental Disabilities.
11:00 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - Advocate of Special Education.
	 1:15 p.m.	 Budget Work Session - Treasury Department.
		  Continuing budget work as needed.
FINANCE - DIVISION II, Room 209, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - University System of New Hampshire.
11:00 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - Community College System of New Hampshire,
	 1:15 p.m.	 Budget Work Session - Fish and Game Department.
FINANCE - DIVISION III, Room 210-211, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - Division of Economic Stability.
HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS, Room 306-308, LOB
	 9:30 a.m.	 HB 377-FN, relative to health care professionals administering hormone treatments and pu-

berty blockers.
	 1:00 p.m.	 HB 712-FN, limiting breast surgeries for minors.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.
JUDICIARY, Room 206-208, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Executive session on HB 611-FN, abolishing recoupment procedures regarding appointed coun-

sel for indigent criminal defendants; HB 615-FN, relative to drug forfeiture proceedings; HB 
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762-FN-A, appropriating $30,000 to the judicial branch for the purpose of hiring a contractor 
to conduct a manual review of domestic violence and stalking cases and related criminal cases; 
CACR 6, relating to the right to compute. Providing that the right of individuals to use com-
putation resources shall not be infringed; CACR 7, relating to the presumption of innocence. 
Providing that in all cases and suits of the state against one of the people, the defendant shall 
be innocent unless proven guilty; HB 88-FN, establishing community property trusts; HB 148, 
permitting classification of individuals based on biological sex under certain circumstances; HB 
199, extending the statute of limitation on civil actions relative to damage caused by per-and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS); HB 232-FN, relative to the rights of conscience for medical 
professionals; HB 253, relative to interest-bearing pooled trust accounts maintained by lawyers; 
HB 254-FN, relative to options for end of life care; HB 268-FN, relative to hearings before 
the board of tax and land appeals; HB 293-FN, preventing minors from accessing obscenity on 
certain electronic devices with internet access.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, Room 301-303, LOB
	 9:00 a.m.	 HB 471, establishing a commission to study issues related to growth, traffic, and planning and 

land use for certain towns.
	 9:20 a.m.	 HB 373-L, relative to the management and regulation of town real property.
	 9:40 a.m.	 HB 413, relative to subdivision regulations on the completion of improvements and the regula-

tion of building permits.
10:10 a.m.	 HB 229-L, repealing the alternative procedure for adoption of zoning ordinances.
10:30 a.m.	 HB 372-L, relative to lease agreements of equipment for building or facility improvements.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.
	 1:00 p.m.	 Executive session on HB 569, relative to the establishment of county-wide communication dis-

tricts; HB 643-FN, expanding the number of Grafton County commissioners; HB 125, relative 
to electing Strafford county commissioners at-large; HB 544-L, relative to an optional local 
public safety assessment on certain room occupancies; HB 247-L, authorizing municipalities 
to hold a referendum on whether to allow historic horse racing; HB 123, enabling municipali-
ties to tax standing wood and timber on land used for carbon sequestration; HB 554, enabling 
municipalities to choose whether or not to place political advertising on municipal property; HB 
512-FN, relative to preventing municipal employees from being paid under multiple municipal 
contracts simultaneously; HB 562, relative to the filling of vacant positions on elected municipal 
boards and school boards; HB 490, relative to indemnification for municipalities adopting poli-
cies to address homelessness; HB 668-FN-L, authorizing municipalities to hold a referendum 
to rescind the licenses of historic horse racing facilities.

NEW HAMPSHIRE COUNCIL ON SUICIDE PREVENTION (RSA 126-R:2), National Guard Edward 
Cross Training Center, 722 Riverwood Drive, Pembroke
10:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
NEW HAMPSHIRE DRINKING WATER AND GROUNDWATER ADVISORY COMMISSION (RSA 
485-F:4), NHDES, 29 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH
	 9:00 a.m.	 Subcommittee work session.
10:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
NEW HAMPSHIRE DRUG OVERDOSE FATALITY REVIEW COMMISSION (RSA 126-DD:1), Execu-
tive Council Chamber, State House, Rm 207, Concord
	 2:00 p.m.	 Regular meeting.
PUBLIC HIGHER EDUCATION STUDY COMMITTEE (RSA 187-A:28-a), Room 100, SH
	 1:00 p.m.	 Organizational meeting.
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY, Room 302-304, LOB
	 9:00 a.m.	 HB 266, relative to structural changes to the department of energy.
	 9:30 a.m.	 HR 15, urging New Hampshire’s congressional representatives to advocate for a change in the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s policy.
10:00 a.m.	 HB 599, establishing a committee to examine weatherization initiatives for homes in New 

Hampshire.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.
	 1:00 p.m.	 Executive session on HB 219-FN, relative to the phasing out of the minimum electric renewable 

portfolio standard; HB 567-FN, relative to the elimination of useful thermal energy from renew-
able energy classes; HB 696-FN, exempting electricity generators from the utility property tax 
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and including them under the statewide education property tax, and relative to communications 
services tax revenues; HB 764-FN, prohibiting the intentional release of polluting emissions, 
including cloud seeding, weather modification, excessive electromagnetic radio frequency, and 
microwave radiation and making penalties for violation of such prohibition.

TUESDAY, MARCH 4
CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW, Room 206-208, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 HB 493, requiring education on child abuse and neglect for certain healthcare providers as a 

condition for licensure.
10:30 a.m.	 HB 543, establishing a committee to study how the family division customarily treats accusa-

tions of domestic violence and to study current family division practices relative to the right to 
testify and right to submit evidence.

11:00 a.m.	 Executive session on HB 10-FN, establishing the parental bill of rights; HB 285-FN, relative 
to determination of parental rights and responsibilities; HB 430, reducing the retention period 
for records of unfounded abuse and neglect reports by the department of health and human 
services; HB 493, requiring education on child abuse and neglect for certain healthcare provid-
ers as a condition for licensure; HB 560, relative to parental access to a minor child’s medical 
records; HB 652-FN, abolishing the family division, creating the office of family mediation, 
and reassigning the jurisdiction of the family division; HB 661-FN, relative to the department 
of health and human services management of social security payments, supplemental security 
income payments, and veterans benefits for children in foster care.

		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 
the time the committee is initially convened.

COMMERCE AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS, Room 104, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Subcommittee work session on HB 774-FN, requiring Medicare supplemental policies to cover 

pre-existing conditions; HB 241-FN, relative to treatment alternatives to opioids; HB 648-FN, 
relative to insurance coverage for glucose monitoring; HB 733-FN, relative to reporting require-
ments for persons or entities financing lawsuits; HB 297-FN, relative to providing self-funded 
employer health benefit plans access to their claims data.

EDUCATION FUNDING , Room 205-207, LOB
11:00 a.m.	 Executive session on HB 773-FN, relative to aid to school districts for the cost of special educa-

tion; HB 739-FN, relative to excess funds paid to municipalities for the use of school districts; 
HB 563-FN, relative to adequate education grant amounts for pupils receiving special education 
services; HB 675-FN-A-L, increasing the total revenue raised under the statewide education 
property tax, requiring municipalities to remit excess statewide education property tax pay-
ments to the department of revenue administration, limiting the authority of school districts 
to make certain appropriations, and increasing base adequacy costs per pupil; HB 115-FN, 
relative to universal eligibility for the education freedom account program.

		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 
the time the committee is initially convened.

ELECTION LAW, Room 306-308, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 HB 463, relative to the composition of the board of recount in elections for the select board and 

for the school board.
10:20 a.m.	 HB 420, relative to the chain of custody for ballots.
10:40 a.m.	 HB 492, allowing political parties to request recounts when no candidate is named on the bal-

lot.
11:00 a.m.	 HB 574-FN, requiring background checks of the private companies and their contractors who 

program and maintain New Hampshire voting machines.
11:20 a.m.	 HB 497, requiring the periodic evaluation of the forms and procedures related to performing 

voter checklist duties.
11:40 a.m.	 HB 514-FN, allowing private persons to sue for violations of election laws.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.
	 1:00 p.m.	 Executive session on HB 365-FN, relative to proof of United States citizenship for indigent 

voters; HB 521-FN, authorizing online voter registration; HB 714-FN, creating a single pri-
mary ballot; CACR 2, relating to the drawing of district boundaries. Providing that no district 
boundaries shall be drawn in a way that favors or disfavors any political party or candidate; HB 
130-FN, relative to the arrangement of candidates on primary election ballots; HB 154, enabling 
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voters to request to have their ballots hand-counted; HB 158, relative to public inspection of 
absentee ballot lists; HB 363, establishing redistricting criteria; HB 356, enabling school dis-
tricts to adopt partisan school district elections; HB 590, relative to cooperative school district 
school board elections; HB 367, changing the method for adopting partisan town elections to be 
the same as rescinding partisan town elections; HB 481, relative to moving the state primary 
date; HB 408, moving the date of the state primary to the fourth Tuesday in August; HB 151, 
relative to the term for supervisors of the checklist; HB 600-FN, enabling ranked-choice vot-
ing for municipal elections; HB 412-L, relative to elections and appointments to fill vacancies 
of local cooperative school boards; HB 429, relative to amending the term length for county 
commissioners; HB 333, requiring moderators to designate a space for electioneering at poll-
ing places and provide a schematic thereof; HB 395, empowering inspectors of the election to 
observe duties performed by supervisors of the checklist; HB 409-FN, relative to fee structures 
for election recounts; HB 220-FN, closing the presidential or state primary of political parties.

ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE, Room 301-303, LOB
	 9:30 a.m.	 Full committee work session on HB 152-FN, prohibiting the sale and use of adhesive-based 

rodent traps; HB 171, establishing a moratorium on the issuance of permits for new landfills; 
HB 251-FN, allowing the ownership of certain squirrels and raccoons; HB 263, relative to 
applications to the cost of care fund for livestock care; HB 277, relative to the use of the term 
“foal” and “colt.”; HB 307, relative to the food production area for homestead food; HB 396, 
exempting meat and meat food products slaughtered and prepared in state for sale in state 
from certain inspections; HB 505-FN, allowing the sale of freeze dried foods produced in home-
stead food operations; HB 642, allowing the sale of dehydrated meat without a homestead food 
license; HB 707, requiring the department of environmental services to establish a site-specific 
setback distance for proposed new landfills; HB 779-FN, allowing the sale of rabbit meat in 
intrastate commerce; HR 13, opposing the permitting of a landfill next to Forest Lake State 
Park in Dalton, New Hampshire.

11:20 a.m.	 Executive session on HB 171, establishing a moratorium on the issuance of permits for new 
landfills; HB 263, relative to applications to the cost of care fund for livestock care; HB 277, 
relative to the use of the term “foal” and “colt.”; HB 307, relative to the food production area 
for homestead food; HB 396, exempting meat and meat food products slaughtered and prepared 
in state for sale in state from certain inspections; HB 779-FN, allowing the sale of rabbit meat 
in intrastate commerce; HR 13, opposing the permitting of a landfill next to Forest Lake State 
Park in Dalton, New Hampshire.

	 1:00 p.m.	 Full committee work session on sections contained in HB 2 related to the Environment and 
Agriculture Committee.

	 1:30 p.m.	 HB 616-FN, relative to the confiscation of animals from persons suspected of or charged with 
abuse of animals.

		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 
the time the committee is initially convened.

FINANCE - DIVISION III, Room 210-211, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - Division of Public Health Services.
HOUSING , Room 305, LOB
	 9:00 a.m.	 Subcommittee work session on HB 342, relative to the approval process for new construction.
10:00 a.m.	 Executive session on HB 572-FN, establishing the “partners in housing” program, a low-interest 

loan and grant program under the housing champions fund to assist municipalities, counties, 
and developers in building workforce housing.

		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 
the time the committee is initially convened.

	 2:00 p.m.	 Subcommittee work session on HB 410-FN, relative to adding conditions to zoning boards of 
adjustment imposing restrictions on the building and development of residential properties.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, Room 307, LOB
10:30 a.m.	 Subcommittee work session on HB 432, relative to recovery houses.
PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS, Room 201, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Agency Capital Budget Presentations from Department of Administrative Services, Department 

of Information Technology, and Governor’s Office
	 1:00 p.m.	 Agency Capital Budget Presentations from Judicial Branch, Department of Education, Police 

Standards and Training Council, Department of Safety, Community College System of NH, 
Fish and Game Department, and Department of Health and Human Services
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY, Room 302-304, LOB
10:30 a.m.	 Full committee work session on HB 221, relative to assessment of cost effectiveness of the sys-

tems benefit charge; HB 672-FN, to allow for off-grid electricity providers in New Hampshire; 
HB 710-FN, enabling electric utilities to own, operate, and offer advanced nuclear resources; 
HB 535-FN, relative to defining the role of the public utilities commission; HR 15, urging New 
Hampshire’s congressional representatives to advocate for a change in the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission’s policy.

		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 
the time the committee is initially convened.

	 1:00 p.m.	 Executive session on HB 221, relative to assessment of cost effectiveness of the systems benefit 
charge; HB 672-FN, to allow for off-grid electricity providers in New Hampshire; HB 710-FN, 
enabling electric utilities to own, operate, and offer advanced nuclear resources; HB 535-FN, 
relative to defining the role of the public utilities commission; HB 599, establishing a commit-
tee to examine weatherization initiatives for homes in New Hampshire; HR 15, urging New 
Hampshire’s congressional representatives to advocate for a change in the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission’s policy.

STATE VETERANS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RSA 115-A:2), Edward Cross Training Center Facility, 
722 Riverwood Drive, Pembroke
	 5:00 p.m.	 Regular meeting.
TRANSPORTATION, Room 203, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Executive session on HB 212, allowing a 180-day operation waiver when a motor vehicle fails 

an emission control test; HB 249, allowing bicyclists to treat stop signs as yield signs and stop 
lights as stop signs; HB 298-FN, creating an exception to the prohibition on removing VIN tags 
from vehicles manufactured prior to 1981 where removal is reasonably necessary for repair or 
restoration; HB 411-FN, relative to making the use of a mobile electronic device while driving 
a secondary offense; HB 414-FN, prohibiting the division of motor vehicles from suspending a 
license on the basis of debt owed to a private entity related to the towing or storing of a motor 
vehicle; HB 441-FN, relative to visible motor vehicle diesel emissions and “rolling coal”; HB 
461, relative to department of safety and department of motor vehicle training and testing ma-
terials; HB 489, allowing volunteer emergency workers to use a rear facing blue light on their 
private vehicles when involved in emergency service; HB 533, relative to the use of civilian 
employees in commercial truck inspections; HB 594, relative to the definition of a way; HB 632, 
permitting health care providers affiliated with the Veterans Administration to certify medi-
cal accommodations on behalf of veterans residing in New Hampshire; HB 758, establishing a 
committee to study airport operation hours.

		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 
the time the committee is initially convened.

WAYS AND MEANS, Room 202-204, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 HB 660-FN-L, requiring historic horse racing facilities to compensate their host communities 

with a percentage of the revenue generated from their historic horse racing machines.
10:30 a.m.	 HB 658-FN, raising the cap on certain reimbursements from the oil discharge and disposal 

cleanup fund.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.
11:00 a.m.	 Executive session on HB 155-FN, reducing the rate of the business enterprise tax; HB 417-

FN, relative to repealing the communications services tax; HB 585, relative to the property tax 
exemption for religious organizations; HB 658-FN, raising the cap on certain reimbursements 
from the oil discharge and disposal cleanup fund; HB 660-FN-L, requiring historic horse rac-
ing facilities to compensate their host communities with a percentage of the revenue generated 
from their historic horse racing machines; HB 688-FN-L, authorizing municipalities to tax 
charitable gaming facilities based on their enterprise value; HB 737-L, creating local options 
for games of chance.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5
COMMERCE AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS, Room 302-304, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Executive session on HB 185-FN, relative to reimbursement rates for ambulance service pro-

viders; HB 186-FN-A, relative to the legalization and regulation of cannabis and making ap-
propriations therefor; HB 241-FN, relative to treatment alternatives to opioids; HB 302, rela-
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tive to enabling the state treasury to invest in precious metals and digital assets; HB 451-FN, 
establishing the paint product stewardship program; HB 499-FN, making technical corrections 
to certain insurance laws; HB 538-FN, reallocating positions in the liquor commission; HB 
552-FN, relative to coverage of children under the state retiree insurance plan; HB 639-FN, 
relative to the use of and disputes over blockchain and digital currencies; HB 648-FN, relative 
to insurance coverage for glucose monitoring; HB 733-FN, relative to reporting requirements 
for persons or entities financing lawsuits; HB 774-FN, requiring Medicare supplemental poli-
cies to cover pre-existing conditions; HB 297-FN, relative to providing self-funded employer 
health benefit plans access to their claims data.

	 1:15 p.m.	 HB 529, relative to the liquor commission.
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, Room 202-204, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Executive session on HB 102-FN, relative to oversight of federal law enforcement actions; HB 

190-FN, relative to therapeutic cannabis possession limits; HB 191-FN, providing criminal and 
civil penalties for the recruitment, harboring, or transporting of a pregnant, unemancipated 
minor in order to obtain an abortion without parental permission; HB 194-FN, relative to the 
crime of interference with custody; HB 198-FN, relative to legalizing certain quantities of can-
nabis and establishing penalties for the smoking or vaping of cannabis in public; HB 206-FN, 
relative to government agent entries into secured premises; HB 218-FN, relative to providing 
victims of crime with a free police report of the investigation; HB 226-FN, relative to the use 
of drug checking equipment; HB 321-FN, requiring the division of motor vehicles to extend a 
fine payment period for certain motor vehicle violations from 30 days to 90 days if the driver 
requests the extension; HB 330-FN, relative to establishing penalties for violations of the 
confidentiality of motor vehicle records; HB 343, relative to reporting regarding the northern 
border alliance program; HB 146-FN, relative to the use of body-worn cameras.

		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 
the time the committee is initially convened.

EDUCATION POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION , Room 205-207, LOB
	 9:30 a.m.	 Executive session on HB 121-FN, establishing local school district special education parent 

advisory councils; HB 360, prohibiting public schools from performing diagnostic tests or sur-
gical procedures, or prescribing pharmaceutical drugs; HB 361, prohibiting mandatory mask 
policies in schools; HB 709-FN, allowing parents or guardians to admit their children into any 
school district where they pay any property or school district taxes; HB 286, establishing a 
study committee to investigate if one school superintendent per county is feasible; HB 781-FN, 
requiring school districts to adopt policies establishing a cell phone-free education, and making 
an appropriation therefor; HB 699, relative to special education definitions.

	 1:00 p.m.	 Public hearing on proposed non-germane Amendment #2025-0595h to HB 50, relative to teach-
ing discrimination in public schools and discrimination in public workplaces. This amendment 
allows a person aggrieved by the intentional or knowing violation of the prohibition on teaching 
discrimination to initiate civil action against the offending school or district. This amendment 
also deems the intentional or knowing violation of the prohibition by an educator a violation 
of the educator code of conduct. Copies of the amendment are available on the General Court 
website.

	 2:00 p.m.	 HB 695-FN, relative to school districts and medically-related grants.
	 2:45 p.m.	 HB 324-FN, relative to prohibiting obscene or harmful sexual materials in schools.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.
ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE, Room 301-303, LOB
	 9:30 a.m.	 Full committee work session on HB 616-FN, relative to the confiscation of animals from persons 

suspected of or charged with abuse of animals.
10:00 a.m.	 HB 250, enabling local governing bodies to regulate the muzzling of dogs.
11:00 a.m.	 HB 424, directing the department of agriculture, markets, and food to create forms for busi-

nesses to request information about service animals and establishing a committee to study 
the protection of business owners from requests to accommodate customers with fraudulent or 
untrained service animals.

	 1:00 p.m.	 HB 262-FN, relative to group licenses for dogs.
	 2:00 p.m.	 HB 401, relative to animal testing funded by New Hampshire state funds.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 306-308, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 HB 610-FN, relative to repealing the office of the consumer advocate.
11:00 a.m.	 CACR 1, relating to the governor. Providing that there be a lieutenant governor who shall as-

sume the duties of the governor if the governor is incapacitated.
	 1:00 p.m.	 Executive session on HB 210, establishing a commission to study the state flag and its history
	 1:30 p.m.	 HB 161, changing the membership of the New Hampshire commission on Native American 

affairs.
	 2:00 p.m.	 HB 470, relative to the use of general anesthesia, deep sedation, and moderate sedation in 

dental treatment.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.
FINANCE - DIVISION I, Room 212, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Budget Work Session.
	 1:00 p.m.	 Division work session on HB 650-FN, removing references to repealed funds and relative to state 

park and robotics education funds; HB 619-FN-A, making an appropriation to the solid waste 
management fund; HB 511-FN, relative to cooperation with federal immigration authorities; 
HB 282-FN, increasing the maximum benefits for first responders critically injured in the line 
of duty; HB 216-FN, relative to workers’ compensation and creditable service towards retire-
ment; HB 164-FN, relative to local records retention; HB 111-FN, extending the position of 
right-to-know ombudsman for 2 years and exempting individuals who assist in the preparation 
of a right-to-know complaint at no charge from the unauthorized practice of law; HB 66-FN, 
relative to material subject to disclosure under the right to know law; HB 67-FN-A, relative to 
agreements with the secretary of state for the use of accessible voting systems.

FINANCE - DIVISION II, Room 209, LOB
	 9:00 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - Department of Transportation.
	 1:00 p.m.	 Budget Work Session - Department of Safety.
FINANCE - DIVISION III, Room 210-211, LOB
	 9:00 a.m.	 Budget Work Session (cont.) - Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Medicaid.
HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS, Room 201, LOB
	 9:30 a.m.	 HB 559, relative to staffing requirements in emergency medical transport vehicles.
10:30 a.m.	 HB 357, relative to the department of health and human services’ rulemaking authority regard-

ing immunization requirements.
11:30 a.m.	 HB 358, relative to exemption from immunization requirements on the basis of religious belief.
	 1:00 p.m.	 HB 701-FN, relative to a health care patient’s right to try certain emergency health care treat-

ment options.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.
JUDICIARY, Room 206-208, LOB
	 9:00 a.m.	 HB 520, relative to authorizing hearing officers of the department of education to issue sub-

poenas.
	 9:30 a.m.	 HB 188-FN, relative to contempt of the general court.
10:15 a.m.	 HB 195-FN, relative to the expectation of privacy in the collection and use of personal information.
11:00 a.m.	 HB 522-FN, relative to the expectation of privacy in personal information maintained by the state.
	 1:00 p.m.	 HCR 11, declaring the directives of the judicial branch in the Claremont cases that the legisla-

tive and executive branches define an “adequate education,” adopt “standards of accountability,” 
and “guarantee adequate funding” of a public education are not binding on the legislative and 
executive branches.

	 1:45 p.m.	 HR 7, instructing the house of representatives to investigate whether grounds exist to impeach 
Judge David Ruoff.

	 2:30 p.m.	 HB 132-FN, repealing liability for familial support under chapter 165, aid to assisted persons.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.

FRIDAY, MARCH 7
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, Room 202-204, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Executive session on HB 380-FN, relative to penalties for criminal violations of the therapeutic 

use of cannabis; HB 387, relative to balloons being released into the air; HB 397, establishing 
a multi-agency task force chaired by the department of safety; HB 405, establishing a commit-
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tee to study approaches to combat store-front sex trafficking in New Hampshire; HB 416-FN, 
prohibiting the intentional disposal of yard waste into the surface waters of the state; HB 445, 
establishing a study commission to examine the causes of and ways to alleviate the shortage of 
law enforcement officers in New Hampshire; HB 466-FN, relative to refusal of consent to testing 
to determine alcohol concentration and penalties for aggravated driving while intoxicated; HB 
473-FN, criminalizing multiple forms of exposing children to controlled substances and allowing 
law enforcement to take a child into protective custody for screening and testing in an instance 
of suspected or actual criminal exposure to controlled substances; HB 482-FN, relative to the 
penalty for driving over 100 miles per hour; HB 528-FN, legalizing the possession and use of 
psilocybin for persons 21 years of age or older; HB 551-FN, repealing the license to sell pistols 
and revolvers.

		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 
the time the committee is initially convened.

FINANCE - DIVISION I, Room 212, LOB
	 1:15 p.m.	 Budget Work Session.
FINANCE - DIVISION II, Room 209, LOB
	 9:00 a.m.	 Division work session on HB 506-FN, relative to background checks during motions to return 

firearms and ammunition; HB 671-FN-A, establishing a kindergarten literacy readiness program; 
HB 494-FN, relative to the math learning communities program, and making an appropriation 
therefor; HB 716-FN, making an appropriation for the dual and concurrent enrollment program.

	 1:00 p.m.	 Budget Work Session - Children’s Scholarship Fund New Hampshire.
	 2:00 p.m.	 Budget Work Session - Public Transportation.

MONDAY, MARCH 10
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (RSA 188-E:10-b), 25 Hall Street, 
Concord
	 9:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
FINANCE - DIVISION II, Room 209, LOB
	 9:00 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - Department of Education.
FINANCE - DIVISION III, Room 210-211, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - Division of Long-Term Supports and Services.
LEGISLATIVE ETHICS COMMITTEE (RSA 14-B:2), Room 103, SH
10:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
NH COLLEGE TUITION SAVINGS PLAN ADVISORY COMMISSION (RSA 195-H:2), University 
System of New Hampshire, 5 Chenell Drive, Suite 301, Concord
10:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
NH BRAIN AND SPINAL CORD INJURY ADVISORY COUNCIL (RSA 137-K:2), Department of 
Education Vocational Rehabilitation, New Hampshire Room, 330 21 South Fruit Street, Concord
	 2:00 p.m.	 Regular meeting. Meeting ID: 882 7407 7301 Passcode: 705915
		  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88274077301?pwd=fceOts2WBj51lhqpHitcJs7QfTmkQH.1&from=addon
PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS, Room 201, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Agency Capital Budget Presentations from Department of Corrections, Department of Environ-

mental Services, and Department of Military Affairs and Veterans Services.
	 1:00 p.m.	 Agency Capital Budget Presentations from Department of Transportation, Department of 

Natural and Cultural Resources, Department of Justice, Veteran’s Home, and University 
System of NH.

TUESDAY, MARCH 11
FINANCE - DIVISION III, Room 210-211, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - Veterans Home.
10:30 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - NH Hospital, Glencliff Home, Hampstead Hospital.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12
FINANCE - DIVISION III, Room 210-211, LOB
10:00 a.m.	 Budget Work Session - Prescription Drug Affordability Board.
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JUDICIARY, Room 206-208, LOB
	 9:30 a.m.	 Continued public hearing on HB 584-FN, relative to public health, safety, and state sovereignty.
10:15 a.m.	 Continued public hearing on HB 580-FN, relative to retaliatory defamation in domestic violence 

and sexual violence cases.
		  Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting, from 

the time the committee is initially convened.
11:00 a.m.	 Executive session on HB 620-FN, relative to the exercise of the freedom of religion; HB 188-

FN, relative to contempt of the general court; HB 195-FN, relative to the expectation of privacy 
in the collection and use of personal information; HB 633-FN, relative to housing investment 
trusts; HB 641-FN, establishing a private right of action for civil rights violations; HB 666-
FN, relative to adding restitution payment for violations of the confidentiality of the library 
use records and adding library cards and membership status to the list of confidential mat-
ters; HB 687-FN, relative to class action settlements and consent decrees; HB 722-FN, rela-
tive to establishing causes of actions against educational institutions that charge excessive 
tuition rates; HCR 11, declaring the directives of the judicial branch in the Claremont cases 
that the legislative and executive branches define an “adequate education,” adopt “standards 
of accountability,” and “guarantee adequate funding” of a public education are not binding on 
the legislative and executive branches; HB 522-FN, relative to the expectation of privacy in 
personal information maintained by the state; HR 7, instructing the house of representatives 
to investigate whether grounds exist to impeach Judge David Ruoff; HB 132-FN, repealing li-
ability for familial support under chapter 165, aid to assisted persons; HB 580-FN, relative to 
retaliatory defamation in domestic violence and sexual violence cases; HB 584-FN, relative to 
public health, safety, and state sovereignty.

LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION, Room 203, LOB
	 9:00 a.m.	 Executive session on HB 142, relative to the Honor and Remember Flag; HB 157, establishing a 

study committee to examine ways to improve the usefulness of fiscal notes; HB 315, prohibiting 
employees of state agencies from knowingly providing false information to a legislative commit-
tee; HB 331, relative to the secretary of state’s procedures for enrolled bills; HB 347, relative 
to protection of employment for members of the general court; HB 456, relative to testimony of 
agency employees in general court hearings; HB 477, establishing a commission to study safety 
and security procedures in the New Hampshire state house; HB 546-FN, relative to financial 
disclosures to legislative ethics committee; HB 605, relative to employment protections for 
members of the general court; HR 8, resolving that the practice of suspending a constitutional 
officer to be outside the authority designated to the judiciary and appropriately delegated to 
the general court; HB 118, establishing required breaks during legislative proceedings.

FRIDAY, MARCH 14
COMMISSION TO STUDY THE INCIDENCE OF POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER IN FIRST 
RESPONDERS (RSA 281-A:17-e), NH Fire Academy, 98 Smokey Bear Blvd., Classroom 1 Concord
10:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
MOUNT WASHINGTON COMMISSION (RSA 227-B:3), Mount Washington Observatory Offices, 2779 
White Mountain Hwy, North Conway
10:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.

MONDAY, MARCH 17
STATE COMMISSION ON AGING (RSA 19-P:1), NH Hospital Association- 125 Airport Road, Concord
10:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.

FRIDAY, MARCH 21
ADMINISTRATIVE RULES (RSA 541-A:2), Room 306-308, LOB
	 9:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
COMMISSION TO STUDY THE USE OF OHRVS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE (RSA 215-A:44-a), Depart-
ment of Natural and Cultural Resources, 172 Pembroke Road, Concord
10:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.Join Teams: Meeting ID: 282 387 535 833 Passcode: qAxqEj
FISCAL COMMITTEE (RSA 14:30-a), Room 210-211, LOB
11:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE-IRELAND TRADE COUNCIL (RSA 12-O:22-a), Department of Business and 
Economic Affairs, 100 North Main Street, Suite 100, Concord
	 1:30 p.m.	 Regular meeting.

MONDAY, MARCH 24
NEW HAMPSHIRE PRESCRIPTION DRUG AFFORDABILITY BOARD (RSA 126-BB:2), DHHS Brown 
Building Auditorium, 129 Pleasant Street, Concord
	 9:30 a.m.	 Regular meeting.

TUESDAY, APRIL 1
STATE VETERANS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RSA 115-A:2), Edward Cross Training Center Facility, 
722 Riverwood Drive, Pembroke
	 5:00 p.m.	 Regular meeting.

MONDAY, APRIL 14
CAPITAL PROJECT OVERVIEW COMMITTEE (RSA 17-J:2), Room 201, LOB
	 9:00 a.m.	 Regular meeting.
LONG RANGE CAPITAL PLANNING AND UTILIZATION COMMITTEE (RSA 17-M:1), Room 201, LOB
	 9:30 a.m.	 Regular meeting.

REVISED FISCAL NOTES
The following bills have a revised fiscal note: HB 85, HB 86, HB 112, HB 211, HB 240, HB 284, HB 327, 
HB 369, HB 378, HB 494, HB 496, HB 498, HB 502, HB 505, HB 506, HB 508, HB 509, HB 511, HB 514, 
HB 517, HB 518, HB 521, HB 523, HB 525, HB 526, HB 528, HB 534, HB 535, HB 536, HB 538, HB 542, 
HB 546, HB 547, HB 553, HB 572, HB 574, HB 575, HB 581, HB 583, HB 586, HB 607, HB 608, HB 609, 
HB 615, HB 616, HB 619, HB 622, HB 630, HB 633, HB 635, HB 637, HB 639, HB 646, HB 648, HB 650, 
HB 651, HB 652, HB 653, HB 654, HB 657, HB 658, HB 659, HB 662, HB 665, HB 669, HB 671, HB 672, 
HB 674, HB 677, HB 680, HB 681, HB 683, HB 686, HB 687, HB 688, HB 690, HB 691, HB 696, HB 702, 
HB 708, HB 710, HB 711, HB 712, HB 716, HB 719, HB 720, HB 721, HB 725, HB 726, HB 727, HB 729, 
HB 730, HB 731, HB 736, HB 738, HB 739, HB 741, HB 743, HB 750, HB 753, HB 755, HB 756, HB 759, 
HB 760, HB 761, HB 762, HB 763, HB 767, HB 769, HB 770, HB 771, HB 775, HB 782. SB 60, SB 73, SB 
147, SB 160, SB 201.

OFFICIAL NOTICES

******
The Hillsborough County Legislative Delegation will meet in convention on Wednesday March 5, 2025 
at 6:00 p.m. at the Hillsborough County Complex, Bouchard Building, 329 Mast Road, Goffstown, NH 03045 
for the following purpose: Consistent with RSA 661:9 to elect a Sheriff and to fill the unexpired term of the 
resigned incumbent. Any other Business
							       Rep. Linda Harriott-Gathright, Clerk

******
Pursuant to RSA 24:9-c and RSA 24:14 II, there will be a public hearing for Merrimack County before the 
County Delegation at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, March 7, 2025, at the Old Courthouse, 2nd floor conference 
room, 163 North Main Street, Concord, New Hampshire. The purpose of the meeting is as follows:1.Consider-
ation of 2025 budget appropriations for Merrimack County. 2. Consideration of the authorization of bonds in 
the amount of not more than $50 million dollars ($50,000,000) for the purpose of renovating, expanding and 
furnishing the McLeod Building to provide additional Assisted Living bed space (approximately 80 beds). 3. 
To consider funding for: Nursing Home – Teamsters, Local 633, Contract,Department of Corrections – Team-
sters, Local 633, Contract, Department of Corrections – NCEU, National Correctional Employees Union, Inc., 
Local 129, Contract, Sheriff’s Office – Teamsters, Local 633, Contract. 4. Consideration of Sheriff’s fees. 5. 
Consideration of the annual grant resolution. 6. Consideration of the Town of Chichester tax penalty and to 
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waive fee. 7. Consideration of any other business that may appropriately come before them. At this time, any 
member of the public may present oral or written testimony regarding the 2025 budget estimates as proposed 
by the Merrimack County Executive Committee.
							       Rep.Dave Luneau, Chair

******
Immediately following the public hearing on Friday, March 7, 2025, there will be a meeting for Merrimack 
County before the County Delegation at the Old Courthouse, 2nd floor conference room, 163 North Main Street, 
Concord, New Hampshire. The purpose of the meeting is as follows: 1. Approval of the authorization of bonds 
in the amount of not more than $50 million dollars ($50,000,000) for the purpose of renovating, expanding 
and furnishing the McLeod Building to provide additional Assisted Living bed space (approximately 80 beds). 
2.Approval of the following contracts: Nursing Home – Teamsters, Local 633, Department of Corrections – 
Teamsters, Local 633, Department of Corrections – NCEU, National Correctional Employees Union, Inc., Local 
129, Sheriff’s Office – Teamsters, Local 633. 3. Approval of Sheriff’s fees. 4. Approval of the 2025 Merrimack 
County Proposed Budget. 5. Approval of the annual grant resolution. 6. Approval to waive tax penalty for 
Town of Chichester. 7. Any other business that may appropriately come before them.
				     			    Rep. Dave Luneau, Chair

******
Friday, March 7, 2025, 9:00 a.m. (snow date: Friday March 14, 2025, 9:00 a.m.) The Strafford Executive 
Committee meets to receive reports and review the subcommittees’ recommendations and any other business 
that may legally come before the committee at that time. Location: Cafeteria Conference Room, Lower Level, 
Justice and Administration Building. Public access via Zoom: Meeting ID: 864 4166 1218 Passcode: 661356 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86441661218?pwd=GmfTZoj2dnCYjeHw9b3NHTHLTtQjdP.1 or By Phone: +1 305 
224 1968 US
							       Rep. Cassandra Levesque, Clerk

******
Wednesday, March 19, 202 5, at 7:00 p.m. (snow date: Wednesday, March 26, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.) The full 
Strafford Delegation meets to review Executive Committee recommendations and to adopt final budget 
for 2025, and to discuss any other business with may legally come before the Delegation. Jury Assembly 
Room, Justice and Administration Building. The budget must be approved by April 1st, or the Commis-
sioners’ Proposed Budget will be in effect. Public access via Zoom: Meeting ID: 886 9655 0988 Passcode: 
608382 https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88696550988?pwd=szE0WQMlvw0tJJPp1aLv8cG065quYx.1 or By Phone: 
+1 646 931 3860 US
							       Rep. Cassandra Levesque, Clerk

MEMBERS’ NOTICES
The following notices are published in the House Record as a courtesy to the member(s) requesting publica-
tion. These are not official public notices and will be limited to legislative policy or legislative social activities 
and political meetings or events. Publication should not be construed as support for either the events listed 
or the views espoused by the individual or organization sponsoring the event.

******
All Representatives are invited to a Bible study and prayer during the lunch break on Session Days. We 
will meet in the Upham Walker House with Pastor Peter Chamberland for this time together. Come and be 
refreshed both physically and spiritually during our lunch hour. Looking forward to seeing you there!
							       Rep. Vanessa Sheehan

******
Members who receive constituent inquiries into their client case with the Department of Health and Human 
Services are welcomed to forward the inquiry to DHHS for follow-up. You will not receive any information 
back other than the case is being placed in a queue and being reviewed. Contact Ms. Kathie Capron, Execu-
tive Administrative Assistant, Office of the Commissioner, (603) 271-9445, Kathleen.A.Capron@dhhs.nh.gov
							       Reps. Lucy Weber and Jess Edwards

******

mailto:Kathleen.A.Capron@dhhs.nh.gov
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The spate of measures in front of this body that have dire consequences for New Hampshire renters proves 
that the perspective of those who rent their homes is needed to ensure fairness for us as well as property 
owners. We representatives who rent must join together to make sure our voices are heard. If any of my col-
leagues are interested in forming a bipartisan renters’ caucus, please see me in person or email me.
							       Rep. Lily Foss

******
Pocket-Size Copies of the NH Constitution are available. The passage of HB 1323 (2024), RSA 5:5-b, allowed 
for copies of State Constitution to be furnished. These pocket-size copies of the NH Constitution are now 
available in the Secretary of State’s office for $1 each.
							       Reps. Peternel, Drye and Dan McGuire

******
All members and staff are cordially invited to attend the NH Association of Counties Annual Legislative Con-
ference, to be held on Monday, February 24th at the Grappone Center in Concord from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Guests are invited to join the NHAC for the breakfast reception or for the entire day. The breakfast reception 
will run from 8am-9am. In addition to networking with elected and appointed county officials from all ten of 
NH’s counties, panel presentations will be held throughout the event with a focus on federal updates from 
the National Association of Counties, a NH budget update and so much more. The event is complimentary 
but advanced registration is requested. Please rsvp to Kate Horgan at khorgan@dupontgroup.com
							       Reps. Mary Jane Wallner and Keith Erf

******
All members are invited to attend an important informational session regarding the NH Family Court to be 
conducted by Zoom at 8:00 p.m., Monday, 3 March, and 8:00 p.m., Sunday, 2 March sponsored by NH Family 
Justice. Join Zoom: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84306456379 Meeting ID: 843 0645 6379, no passcode required.
							       Rep. JD Bernardy

******
Legislators are invited to the Invest in Kids Legislative Breakfast on Wednesday, March 5, 2025, from 
8:00–9:00 a.m. at St. Paul’s Church in Concord. Join us for a school breakfast provided by the Concord School 
District and a discussion on maternal health, early childhood education, and childhood hunger—three key is-
sues impacting New Hampshire’s children and families. Constituent meetings will be held in the State House 
cafeteria during lunch, where advocates will share how policy solutions can make a lasting impact. Lunch will 
be provided—please register in advance so we can let your constituents know that you will attend. Register 
here: https://investinkids2025.rsvpify.com
							       Rep. Laura Telerski

******
The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network – NH will be hosting a Legislative Luncheon on Thurs-
day, March 6, from 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the State House cafeteria. American Cancer Society Cancer 
Action Network volunteers and staff will be on hand to discuss pending legislative priorities as well as what 
services the American Cancer Society provides to NH residents.
							       Rep. Wayne MacDonald

******
Legislative Breakfast – The annual Water’s Worth It! legislative breakfast is set for Thursday, March 6, 2025 
at the Hotel Concord (11 S. Main Street). Check in for the event begins at 7:00 a.m. with a buffet breakfast. 
Water quality professionals will present information on drinking water and wastewater treatment challenges in 
New Hampshire. This year Alyssa C. Rosenzweig, Deputy Director, The Overwatch Foundation will be speak-
ing about the importance of cybersecurity to the water community, and why Water’s Worth It. In addition, 
Water Division staff for NH-DES will also address the audience. All legislators and staff are invited to enjoy a 
hearty breakfast and learn more about New Hampshire’s water infrastructure. This event is free. Please RSVP 
to info.nhwpca@gmail.com by February 25th to reserve your seat at this important breakfast. The breakfast is 
sponsored by the NH Water Pollution Control Association in conjunction with New Hampshire Water Works 
Association, Granite State Rural Water Association, and a wide-ranging coalition of other NH non-profit water 
organizations. There is no cost for enjoying breakfast with your legislative peers and attending this event.
							       Rep. Tom Buco

******

mailto:khorgan@dupontgroup.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84306456379
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rsvpify.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9pbnZlc3RpbmtpZHMyMDI1LnJzdnBpZnkuY29t&i=NjZiYjU3MzE3OTU1Y2UxZWE0OWNkMjg5&t=MUJ4eUVwN0liNkRjcFJQdzd1ZFQwT2JzcjQ4c1ZmTWtGdXVnd3JvaVhWND0=&h=36520014d23b4763b47ed6779db51b33&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbzOjQvVTLSfQKzQoTy55o0L9GTswgcOjvRyWwSToXrtw
mailto:info.nhwpca@gmail.com
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Representative Wallner and the New Hampshire Child Care Coalition invite all legislators to “Donut Day” 
on Wednesday, March 12th, from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. in the State House Cafeteria. Please drop by 
for fresh coffee and artisan donuts from Bird Food Baking Co (Bedford), plus a “sprinkling” of solutions for 
New Hampshire families. We will share valuable perspectives and experiences from families across the state 
during this casual, drop-in event. It’s going to be a SWEET start to your day!
							       Rep. Mary Jane Wallner

******
AARP New Hampshire cordially invites all House membesrs and staff to a Legislative Luncheon on Thursday, 
March 13th, 2025 from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at the State House Cafeteria. Lunch will feature a variety of 
sandwiches, salad, chips, cookies, and beverages along with vegetarian options to choose from.
Lawmakers will have an opportunity to meet AARP NH volunteers who are advocates for supporting family 
caregivers, protecting consumers against fraud, expanding access to affordable housing, and more. AARP 
NH is excited to talk with lawmakers about these issues and understand how we can work together moving 
forward. Please RSVP or note any dietary restrictions to Mike Padmore at mpadmore@aarp.org.
							       Reps. Jason Osborne and Alexis Simpson

******
The Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus, a bipartisan and bicameral group working to protect and advance hunt-
ing, angling, recreational shooting, and trapping, invite you to join them for lunch at the Upham Walker 
House on Thursday, March 20th at 12:00 p.m. or at the session lunch break. Join state partners and 
representatives from NH Fish and Game for a networking and policy discussion about New Hampshire’s 
sporting community!
							       Reps Will Darby and James Spillane

******
Legislators are invited to join the University System of New Hampshire for a Legislative Lunch on Thursday, 
March 27 from 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church, Concord, NH. We invite you to meet our college 
and university presidents and learn more about our efforts to attract, equip, and retain a highly skilled NH 
workforce. Lunch will be provided.
							       Rep. Jason Osborne

******
Please join the Community College System of New Hampshire for a meet and greet in the State House caf-
eteria Wednesday, April 2nd, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Legislators and staff are invited to join college 
and system leaders and discuss issues of importance to your region and the state. Refreshments, prepared 
by culinary students from Lakes Region Community College and White Mountains Community College, will 
be proudly served by students and faculty. The committee that leaves us the most business cards will win a 
delicious cake made by the colleges’ culinary students.
							       Reps. Steven Smith and Alexis Simpson

AMENDMENTS
(LISTED IN NUMERICAL ORDER)

Amendment to HB 62-FN 
(2025-0282h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety–c
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 New Paragraph; Department of Military Affairs and Veterans Services; The Adjutant General. Amend 
RSA 110-B:8 by inserting after paragraph IV the following new paragraph:
		  V. The adjutant general shall provide current and former members of the national guard who were the 
victims of sexual assault or sexual harassment while members of the national guard with financial assistance 
when the victims participate in adverse administrative proceedings or New Hampshire code of military jus-
tice proceedings related to the sexual assault or sexual harassment. The financial assistance shall cover the 
reasonable expenses incurred from traveling to and from those proceedings. This section does alter or expand 
a victim’s right to participate in those proceedings.
	 2 New Paragraph; Protection of Persons from Domestic Violence; Definition Added; Military Protective 
Order. Amend RSA 173-B:1 by inserting after paragraph XV the following new paragraph:

mailto:mpadmore@aarp.org
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		  XV-a. “Military protective order’’ means an order issued against a current member of United States 
Armed Forces, the New Hampshire national guard, or the national guard of another state or territory by the 
defendant’s commanding officer, on a form prescribed by the United States Department of Defense.
	 3 Protection of Persons from Domestic Violence; Commencement of Proceedings; Hearing. Amend 173-B:3, 
VIII to read as follows:
		  VIII. In any proceeding under this chapter, the court shall not be bound by the technical rules of evi-
dence and may admit evidence which it considers relevant and material. Military protective orders shall 
be admissible evidence in proceedings under this chapter.
	 4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2026.

2025-0282h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill:
	 I. Requires the adjutant general to provide national guard victims of sexual assault or sexual harassment 
financial assistance to allow the victim to participate in proceedings related to the assault or harassment.
	 II. Permits the introduction of military protective orders in proceedings for civil domestic violence protec-
tive orders.

Amendment to HB 73 
(2025-0219h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs–c
Amend the bill by replacing section 8 with the following:
	 8 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 30 days after its passage.

Amendment to HB 143 
(2025-0408h) 

Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety–r
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 Short Title. This act may be cited to and known as the “No Trespass Orders on Public Property Act.”
	 2 New Section; Criminal Trespass; Order Against Trespass on Public Property. Amend RSA 635 by insert-
ing after section 2 the following new section:
	 635:2-a Order Against Trespass on Public Property.
		  I.(a) Any no trespass order (NTO) issued to a person which commands such person to leave or not to 
enter any public property, including, but not limited to, any municipal or school property, shall be written 
and shall include the following information:
				    (1) The date of issuance;
				    (2) The specific public property to which the order applies;
				    (3) A clear explanation of the reason for the NTO;
				    (4) The duration of the NTO, not to exceed 90 days;
				    (5) A statement informing the individual of the right to request a hearing, and if he or she requests 
a hearing, the right to appear at a hearing to contest the NTO;
				    (6) Instructions on how to request a hearing; and
				    (7) A statement informing the individual of his or her right to ultimately appeal the order to the 
superior court following the hearing.
			   (b) An individual issued an NTO shall have the right to a hearing to contest the NTO upon written 
request. Any request for a hearing shall be in writing and requested no later than 20 days from the issuance 
of the NTO. The hearing shall be scheduled as soon as reasonably possible, but no later than 20 calendar 
days from the date of the written request. If a hearing date is not held within 20 calendar days of the writ-
ten request, the NTO shall be automatically vacated, and if the governing body wishes to reissue the NTO, 
a supplemental NTO shall be delivered to the person and include the date of the scheduled hearing.
		  II.(a) If requested, the governing body responsible for the public property shall hold the hearing required 
under paragraph I to review the NTO. The individual who has received the NTO shall be notified of his or 
her right to appear and present his or her case.
			   (b) After the hearing, the governing body shall issue a written decision to the individual, which shall 
include:
				    (1) Whether the NTO will be extended for up to 90 days from the date of issuance, remain as origi-
nally issued, or rescinded; and
				    (2) The individual shall be informed of his or her right to appeal the decision to the superior court.
			   (c) If an individual receives a subsequent NTO for the same property within 2 years of a previous 
violation, the governing body may extend the NTO for up to one year.
		  III. If an NTO was originally issued for fewer than 90 days and the responsible governing body wishes 
to extend it to 90 days, they may only do so by:
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			   (a) A vote pursuant to paragraph V taken at a hearing held pursuant to paragraph II.
			   (b) By issuing a supplemental NTO that includes the information required by subparagraph I(a), 
including the right to an additional hearing.
		  IV. If an NTO is sought to be extended beyond the 90-day period, the responsible governing body shall 
initiate proceedings to seek a restraining order against the individual. A restraining order shall be pursued 
in cases where a longer-term prohibition from the property is deemed necessary.
		  V. NTOs shall require approval from the governing body to be issued or extended. Approval shall be 
by a supermajority of a minimum of 2/3 of the governing body, unless otherwise specified by local or school 
regulations. Governing body approval shall not be required for such an order when a court order restraining 
a person from entering the public property has been issued to the person and remains in effect.
		  VI. Any NTOs that are in effect for more than 90 days on the effective date of this section shall be re-
scinded automatically. Any individual subject to such an NTO shall be notified of the rescindment in writing.
		  VII. Any individual issued an NTO has the right to appeal the decision to the superior court, as specified 
in subparagraph II(b)(2). Any appeal shall be filed within 30 days of the written notice of the decision.
	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2025-0408h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This law establishes the process for issuing, extending, and appealing no trespass orders for public prop-
erties, including but not limited to municipal and school properties. This bill further establishes procedural 
safeguards for individuals affected by these orders, including the right to a hearing and appeal.

Amendment to HB 150 
(2025-0420h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Environment and Agriculture–c
Amend RSA 143-A:12, I(a) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
			   (a) “Homestead food operation” means a person who produces homestead food products, excluding 
potentially hazardous food, only in the home kitchen of that person’s primary residence in New Hampshire. A 
homestead food operation may use commercial kitchen equipment so long as the equipment is able 
to be cleaned and sanitized in the processing area. For purposes of this subparagraph, “commercial 
kitchen equipment” means the specialized tools and appliances used in professional kitchens to 
prepare, cook, and store food and that can withstand heavy use and high-volume cooking.

Amendment to HB 153-FN 
(2025-0443h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Environment and Agriculture–c
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT 	 establishing a committee to study adding statewide resources to assist with the investigation, 

training, prosecution, and prompt response of animal cruelty.
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 Committee Established. There is established a committee to study adding a statewide resource to assist 
with the investigation, training, prosecution, and prompt response of animal cruelty.
	 2 Membership and Compensation.
		  I. The members of the committee shall be as follows:
			   (a) Three members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives.
			   (b) One member of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.
		  II. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to the duties 
of the committee.
	 3 Duties. The committee shall:
		  I. Examine existing training provided by the New Hampshire police standards and training council and 
other courses that may be available either in-state or out-of-state.
		  II. Identify the best way to train law enforcement and other stakeholders including prosecutors.
		  III. Identify the best way to form a group to be a resource for others in New Hampshire.
		  IV. Recognize that having a group to assist with promptness of calls will be in the best interest of ani-
mals in distress.
		  V. Work with all agencies involved in the mission.
		  VI. Identify any other issues that may be needed to fulfill the intent of this committee.
	 4 Chairperson; Quorum. The members of the study committee shall elect a chairperson from among the 
members. The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the first-named house member. The first 
meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section. Three members of 
the committee shall constitute a quorum.
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	 5 Report. The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the 
speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the 
governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2025.
	 6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

2025-0443h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill establishes a committee to study adding a statewide resource to assist with the investigation, 
training, prosecution, and prompt response of animal cruelty.

Amendment to HB 156 
(2025-0421h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Executive Departments and Administration–c
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT	 relative to the duties of the advisory committee on state procurement.
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 Advisory Committee on State Procurement. RSA 21-I:14-d is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
	 21-I:14-d Advisory Committee on State Procurement.
		  I. There is established an advisory committee on state procurement.
		  II. The members of the committee shall be 3 members of the house of representatives, appointed by the 
speaker of the house of representatives.
		  III. The committee shall:
			   (a) Assess current practices for procuring locally produced food.
			   (b) Evaluate economic and environmental impacts of supporting conservation-focused farming.
			   (c) Develop recommendations for potential incentive mechanisms.
			   (d) Align findings with state food system planning goals.
		  IV. The members of the committee shall elect a chairperson from among the members. The first meeting of 
the committee shall be called by the first-named house member. The first meeting of the committee shall be held 
within 45 days of the effective date of this section. Two members of the committee shall constitute a quorum.
		  V. The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the 
speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerks, the senate clerk, the 
governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2025.
	 2 Repeal. RSA 21-I:14-d, relative to advisory committee on state procurement, is repealed.
	 3 Effective Date.
		  I. Section 2 of this act shall take effect November 1, 2025.
		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

2025-0421h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill amends the membership and duties of the committee to review state procurement policies to in-
clude making recommendations to encourage local food production and conservation.

Amendment to HB 184 
(2025-0394h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Education Policy and Administration–c
Amend the bill by replacing section 3 with the following:
	 3 Duties. The committee shall engage in a survey of both currently under consideration and existing 
legislation enacted in the states that address school start times and conduct a review for the purpose of 
summarizing evidence-based studies that have sought to determine best school start times for elementary, 
middle, and high school aged children.
Amend the bill by replacing section 5 with the following:
	 5 Report. The committee shall report its findings to the speaker of the house of representatives, the presi-
dent of the senate, and the governor, on or before November 1, 2025.

Amendment to HB 208-FN 
(2025- 0338h) 

Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Education Policy and Administration–r
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 School Nurses. RSA 200:29 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
	 200:29 School Nurses. A superintendent may nominate and school board appoint a school nurse to function 
in the school health program, and provide that nurse with proper facilities and equipment. A school nurse 
shall be a registered professional nurse currently licensed by the board of nursing in New Hampshire.
	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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2025-0338h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill allows a superintendent and school board to nominate and appoint a school nurse, who must be 
licensed and registered with the board of nursing.

Amendment to HB 215-FN 
(2025-0335h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Environment and Agriculture–c
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
	 1 Public Benefit Requirement; Net Public Benefit. RSA 149-M:11, III is repealed and reenacted to read as 
follows:
		  III. Prior to completing its full technical review of an application, the department shall determine whether 
a proposed solid waste facility provides a net public benefit through an initial review process. A net public 
benefit exists if potential benefits for a proposed project are determined to be greater than the potential harms. 
Only if the department determines that a net public benefit exists shall the application proceed for further 
review. To make this determination, the department shall consider:
			   (a) The short-and long-term need for a solid waste facility of the proposed type, size, and location to 
provide capacity to accommodate solid waste generated within the borders of New Hampshire, which capacity 
need shall be identified as provided in paragraph V.
			   (b) The ability of the proposed facility to assist the state in achieving the implementation of the hier-
archy and goals under RSA 149-M:2 and RSA 149-M:3.
			   (c) The ability of the proposed facility to assist in achieving the goals of the state solid waste manage-
ment plan, and one or more solid waste management plans submitted to and approved by the department 
under RSA 149-M:24 and RSA 149-M:25.
			   (d) To assist the department in the determination of net public benefit, an assessment shall be con-
ducted on behalf of the host community and/or other abutting municipalities by an independent third party 
contractor and the costs for such assessment shall be borne by the applicant. The applicant shall submit a 
list of no fewer than three independent third party contractors to the department. The department shall 
review the qualifications of the contractors, and provided that it finds them qualified, shall work in consulta-
tion with the host community and the applicant to select a mutually agreeable contractor. If the department 
determines that one or more of the submitted contractors is not qualified, it shall require the applicant to 
identify additional contractors. If a mutually agreeable third party has not been identified within 60 days, 
the commissioner shall choose from the submitted list.
			   (e) The required assessment shall include both potential harms and potential benefits associated with 
the proposed facility. Potential harms shall include any potentially harmful impacts on human health, property 
values, tourism, outdoor recreation, and wildlife. Such impacts may include noise, odor, traffic, greenhouse gas, 
and other emissions emanating from the facility and emissions from transport of solid waste-related material 
and by-products to and from the proposed facility. Potential benefits shall include, in addition to capacity need 
as described in subparagraph III(a), potential economic benefits to the local area and potential infrastructure 
improvements associated with the proposed project, and other factors as identified by the contractor.
			   (f) To assist in review of the third-party assessment, the department shall consult, as needed, with 
the department of transportation to evaluate impacts on local traffic and infrastructure; the department of 
business and economic affairs to evaluate impacts on the local economy; and the department of natural and 
cultural resources to evaluate impacts on tourism and local natural and cultural resources.
			   (g) The department shall issue its determination of whether the proposed facility provides a net pub-
lic benefit prior to completing a full technical review of the application. If the department determines that 
the facility does provide a net public benefit, the department shall notify the applicant in writing, and shall 
proceed with technical review. If the department determines that the proposed facility does not provide a net 
public benefit, it shall issue a written denial of the application.

Amendment to HB 224-FN 
(2025-0288h) 

Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Science, Technology and Energy–r
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
	 1 Electric Renewable Portfolio Standard; Renewable Energy Fund. Amend RSA 362-F:10, I to read as follows:
		  I. There is hereby established a renewable energy fund. This nonlapsing special fund shall be continu-
ally appropriated to the department of energy to be expended in accordance with this section; provided that 
at the start of the period in which there is no adopted state operating budget, the department of energy shall 
in a timely manner seek the approval of the fiscal committee of the general court to continue using moneys 
from the renewable energy fund to support renewable energy rebate and grant programs in order to ensure 
there are no interruptions to the programs. The state treasurer shall invest the moneys deposited therein 
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as provided by law. Income received on investments made by the state treasurer shall also be credited to 
the fund. All payments to be made under this section shall be deposited in the fund. Any remaining moneys 
paid into the fund under paragraph II of this section[, excluding class II moneys, shall be used by the depart-
ment of energy to support thermal and electrical renewable energy initiatives and offshore wind initiatives, 
including the office of offshore wind industry development and energy innovation. Class II moneys shall 
primarily be used to support solar energy technologies in New Hampshire. All initiatives supported out of 
these funds shall be subject to audit by the department of energy as deemed necessary] that are in excess 
of administration costs, funding for the office of offshore wind industry development and energy 
innovation, and incentive payments, shall be rebated to all retail electric ratepayers in the state on 
a per-kilowatt-hour basis, in a timely manner to be determined by the commission. All fund moneys 
including those from class II may be used to administer this chapter, but all new employee positions shall be 
approved by the fiscal committee of the general court. No new employees shall be hired by the department of 
energy due to the inclusion of useful thermal energy in class I production.

Amendment to HB 230-LOCAL 
(2025-0277h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Municipal and County Government–c
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
	 1 Local Adoption of Public Health Ordinances. Amend RSA 147:1, I to read as follows:
		  I. The health officers of towns may make regulations for the prevention and removal of nuisances, [and 
such other regulations relating to public health] as in their judgment the health and safety of the people 
require, which shall take effect when approved by the selectmen, recorded by the town clerk, and published 
in some newspaper printed in the town, or when copies thereof have been posted in 2 or more public places 
in the town.

Amendment to HB 248 
(2025-0431h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services–c
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
	 1 New Section; Department of Administrative Services; Personnel; Suspension Notice and Investigation 
Updates. Amend RSA 21-I by inserting after section 42 the following new section:
	 21-I:42-a Suspension Notice and Investigation Updates. If any state employee is suspended with pay from 
duty, they shall receive written notice detailing the reasons for the suspension within 7 days of the suspension 
date. The suspended employee shall be provided with periodic updates regarding the status of the investiga-
tion every 90 days until a final decision is made. This section shall not apply to employees covered under 
collective bargaining agreements.

Amendment to HB 378-FN 
(2025-0333h) 

Proposed by the Minority of the Committee on Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services–r
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 New Section; Day’s Work; Days of Rest; Unused Earned Time. Amend RSA 275 by inserting after section 
35 the following new section:
	 275:35-a Unused Earned Time. An employer that employs 15 or more employees and offers paid earned 
time to such employees shall comply with the following:
		  I. Inform employees in writing of any policy regarding accrual or use of unused earned time and any 
limits on accrual or use. In the absence of an accrual system, earned time shall be paid on a prorated basis.
		  II. Provide a means through which earned time requests and approvals are processed.
		  III. Provide employees with an accounting of earned time used and unused earned time remaining.
		  IV. RSA 275:43, V-a.
	 2 New Paragraph; Protective Legislation; Wages. Amend RSA 275:43 by inserting after paragraph V the 
following new paragraph:
		  V-a. Notwithstanding RSA 275:43, V, if an employee is separated from an employer, as defined in RSA 
275:35-a, I, solely because the employer’s business closed, changed ownership or due to reduction in force 
preventing the employee’s use of said earned time, up to 30 days of unused time other than sick days, whether 
earned by accrual or awarded in some other manner shall be considered wages pursuant to RSA 275:42, III 
and due upon separation from employment pursuant to RSA 275:44.
			   (a) When an employer does not delineate the types of paid time off awarded to an employee, as de-
scribed in RSA 275:43, I, the entire balance of unused paid time off shall be prorated upon separation from 
employment.
			   (b) When an employer frontloads the time, they shall prorate the annual amount as a basis for deter-
mining the balance remaining at separation.
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			   (b) In lieu of payment for unused paid time off, an employee described in RSA 275:43, V-a, I may 
agree in writing that their unused paid time off can be carried forward and transferred to their subsequent 
employer following a change in ownership.
	 3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2026.

Amendment to HB 394 
(2025-0467h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Education Policy and Administration–c
Amend RSA 195:12-a, II as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
		  II. Such cooperative school budget committee shall have the powers and duties of the municipal budget 
committee under the provisions of RSA 32 insofar as the budget for the cooperative school district is concerned 
and insofar as RSA 32 is applicable to the cooperative school budget. Additionally, the committee shall 
review and make a recommendation on all proposed warrant articles or supplemental appropria-
tions involving the expenditure of funds. Such articles shall contain a notation of whether or not 
that appropriation is recommended by the budget committee. No such additional amount or purpose 
of appropriation may be disclosed or discussed at one or more public hearings unless the budget 
committee has first had an opportunity to review the proposal and make its recommendation. The 
budget committee shall vote on each such warrant article that proposes an appropriation or ex-
penditure, and that vote shall be recorded and printed on the warrant.

2025-0467h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill directs the cooperative school district budget committee to review and provide a recommendation 
on all proposed warrant articles or supplemental appropriations involving the expenditure of funds. The bill 
also changes the school board appointed member on the cooperative school board budget committee to a non-
voting ex-officio role.

Amendment to HB 421-FN 
(2025-0354h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Municipal and County Government–c
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 New Paragraph; Taxation; Persons and Property Liable to Taxation; Real Estate and Personal Property 
Tax Exemption. Amend RSA 72:23 by inserting after paragraph VII the following new paragraph:
		  VIII. Cities and towns shall annually mail the forms prescribed under RSA 72:23-c, I and RSA 72:23, VI 
to all property owners whose real estate was exempt from taxation in the prior property tax year under RSA 
72:23, III, IV or V, and notify such property owners of the form submission deadline. The forms shall be mailed 
no later than 2 months before the due dates of the completed forms and supplemental documents. If the city 
or town or property owner otherwise qualified to receive an exemption discovers that the required forms were 
not sent or received, the property owner qualified to receive an exemption may submit the application to the 
city or town, and the governing body may grant an exemption thereunder for that year only, irrespective of any 
calendar date or the approval of the local tax rate and without penalty to the qualified owner.
	 2 Taxation; Persons and Property Liable to Taxation; Real Estate and Personal Property Tax Exemption. 
Amend RSA 72:23, VI to read as follows:
		  VI. Every charitable organization or society, except those religious and educational organizations and 
societies whose real estate is exempt under the provisions of paragraphs III and IV, shall annually before 
June 1, file with the municipality in which the property is located upon a form prescribed and provided by 
the board of tax and land appeals a statement of its financial condition for the preceding fiscal year and such 
other information as may be necessary to establish its status and eligibility for tax exemption. If any organi-
zation, otherwise qualified to receive an exemption, shall satisfy the selectmen that they were prevented by 
accident, mistake, or misfortune from filing an application on or before June 1, the officials may receive the 
application at a later date and grant an exemption thereunder for that year; but no such application shall 
be received or exemption granted after [the local tax rate has been approved for that] March 31, the end of 
the property tax year.
	 3 Taxation; Persons and Property Liable to Taxation; Real Estate and Personal Property Tax Exemption. 
Amend RSA 72:23-c, I to read as follows:
		  I. Every religious, educational and charitable organization, Grange, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the 
American Legion, the Disabled American Veterans, the American National Red Cross and any other national 
veterans association shall annually, on or before April 15, file a list of all real estate and personal property 
owned by them on which exemption from taxation is claimed, upon a form prescribed and provided by the 
board of tax and land appeals, with the selectmen or assessors of the place where such real estate and per-
sonal property are taxable. If any such organization or corporation shall willfully neglect or refuse to file such 
list upon request therefor, the selectmen may deny the exemption. If any organization, otherwise qualified to 
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receive an exemption, shall satisfy the selectmen or assessors that they were prevented by accident, mistake 
or misfortune from filing an application on or before April 15, the officials may receive the application at 
a later date and grant an exemption thereunder for that year; but no such application shall be received or 
exemption granted after [the local tax rate has been approved for that] March 31, the end of the property 
tax year.
	 4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect April 1, 2026.

Amendment to HB 426 
(2025-0141h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Municipal and County Governement–c
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
	 1 Property Tax Exemption for Charitable Organizations; Late Application. Any charitable organization, 
otherwise qualified to receive a property tax exemption under RSA 72:23 for the tax year ending March 31, 
2025, but for the failure to file a timely statement of financial condition pursuant to RSA 72:23, VI, shall be 
granted the exemption retroactively if they satisfy to the selectmen that they were prevented by accident, 
mistake, or misfortune from filing the statement of financial condition before June 1, 2024. If the request for 
exemption is denied by the selectmen, the organization may appeal the decision pursuant to RSA 72:34-a.

2025-0141h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill permits a charitable organization to request a property tax exemption for the 2024 tax year if 
they demonstrate to the selectmen that they were prevented by accident, mistake, or misfortune from filing 
the statement of financial condition before June 1, 2024, and provides for appeal of the decision to the board 
of tax and land appeals or the superior court.

Amendment to HB 440 
(2025-0188h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Education Policy and Administration–c
Amend RSA 186:11, X(a) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
			   (a) Certification of teachers, supervisors, and administrators in the public schools. The state board 
shall also examine the qualifications of candidates for those positions and issue certificates to those who 
meet the requirements of said rules. Such rules shall require all candidates seeking an initial New 
Hampshire license for administrator, teacher, instructional specialist or educational specialist to 
obtain passing scores on professional education assessments as determined by the state board of 
education. Career and technical education teachers may be exempt from this requirement if they 
pass the basic academic skills testing or an industry recognized credential.

2025-0188h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill requires the department to adopt rules requiring candidates for initial administrator, teacher, 
instructional specialist, or educational specialist licenses to obtain passing scores on prescribed professional 
assessments.

Amendment to HB 464 
(2025-0196h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Election Law–c
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT	 prohibiting certain candidates for political office from participating in counting ballots.
Amend RSA 658:31 as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
	 658:31 Counting Ballots. At or prior to the opening of the polls in each town or ward, the seal of the pack-
ages shall be publicly broken by the town or ward clerk; and the ballots shall be given to the ballot clerks and 
the ballots shall be examined and counted by the election officers in the presence of the clerk, the moderator, 
and at least one other legal voter. If the ballots are counted prior to the opening of the polls, the clerk shall 
post, in an appropriate place and prior to election day, notice of the time and place of the counting. With the 
exception of candidates standing for the office of moderator, assistant moderator, clerk, selectper-
son, inspector of election, and supervisor of the checklist, no person who appears on the ballot shall 
count ballots prior to the election.

2025-0196h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill prohibits certain candidates for political office from participating in counting ballots.



	 28  FEBRUARY  2025  HOUSE  RECORD	 51

Amendment to HB 484 
(2025-0358h) 

Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Education Funding–r
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
	 1 Construction or Renovation of Regional Career and Technical Education Centers. Amend RSA 188-E:3, 
II to read as follows:
		  II. Upon completion, the constructed or renovated facility shall become the property of the school district 
or public academy, for use by the career and technical education center exclusively, provided that if space 
within the facility has been used by the career and technical education center exclusively for at 
least 20 years such space may be repurposed by the district at no cost. Provision of the site, parking, 
and other related areas shall be the responsibility of the local community. Site work, including but not lim-
ited to cut and fill work, compaction, demolition, relocation of utilities, relocation of roadways and sidewalks, 
and similar work within an area extending to one foot beyond the outside edge of the exterior walls of the 
building, shall be eligible for grants under paragraph I. Nothing shall prohibit the inclusion of the site and 
related facilities which are not funded as part of construction cost by the state under this chapter from being 
included in a regular building aid grant application of the district as provided in RSA 198:15-b. However, no 
school district which receives any funding under this chapter shall be eligible to receive school building aid 
grants under RSA 198:15-b for the same project. Maintenance, repair, and upkeep of the constructed or reno-
vated facility, including all classroom and laboratory spaces, shall be the responsibility of the school district 
or public academy, as the case may be.

Amendment to HB 532 
(2025-0480h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Education Policy and Administration–c
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 Alternative Dispute Resolution. Amend RSA 186-C:23 to read as follows:
	 186-C:23 Alternative Dispute Resolution.
		  I. In order to encourage informal resolution of differences of opinion regarding the provision of special 
education, the following methods of alternative dispute resolution shall be available to parents and school 
districts:
			   (a) Neutral conference.
			   (b) Mediation.
			   (c) IEP facilitation.
		  I-a. The department shall make IEP team meeting facilitation available to parents and school 
districts as an option to resolve disputes under this chapter.
		  I-b. The department of education shall adopt rules pursuant to RSA 541-A concerning proce-
dures for the methods of alternative dispute resolution available under this section.
		  II. The following subparagraphs shall apply only to neutral conference and mediation:
			   (a) To assist parents and schools, this subdivision requires the local education agency to notify the 
department of education in writing that an individualized education program, educational placement, identi-
fication, or evaluation of a child has been rejected by the parent, and establishes a 30-day period for discus-
sion beginning on the date such notice is received by the department of education, which may be continued 
if mutually agreed to by the parties. Immediately following notification, the department shall communicate 
to the parent a description of the alternative dispute resolution process. While the use of these informal 
resolution procedures is strongly encouraged, it is not mandatory for either party. If this option is chosen by 
both parties, the department shall, during the 30-day period, schedule and conduct an alternative dispute 
resolution conference. Such schedule may be continued if mutually agreed to by the parties. The conference 
shall not be used to delay a due process hearing; however, both parties may agree to postpone the hearing 
pending a resolution.
		  [III.] (b) Alternative dispute resolution proceedings shall be confidential and shall not impair the right 
of the participants to demand a due process hearing. Information, evidence, or the admission of any party 
shall not be disclosed or used in any subsequent proceeding. Statements made and documents prepared by a 
party, attorney, or other participant in aid of such proceeding shall be privileged and shall not be disclosed. 
In addition, the parties shall not introduce into evidence in any subsequent proceeding the fact that there was 
an alternative dispute resolution proceeding or any other matter concerning the conduct of such proceedings. 
The authority of the department of education in alternative dispute resolution proceedings initiated under 
this section shall be limited to the provisions of paragraphs I and II.
		  [IV.] (c) There shall be no record made of any alternative dispute resolution proceedings.
		  [V.] (d) Evidence that would otherwise be admissible in a due process hearing or in a subsequent court 
hearing shall not be rendered inadmissible as a result of its use in an alternative dispute resolution proceeding.



52	 28  FEBRUARY  2025  HOUSE  RECORD	

		  [VI. The department of education shall adopt rules, pursuant to RSA 541-A, concerning procedures for 
the methods of alternative dispute resolution available under this section.]
	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

Amendment to HB 542-FN 
(2025- 0252h) 

Proposed by the Minority of the Committee on Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services–r
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
	 1 Unemployment Compensation; Weekly Benefit Amount; Maximum Total Amount of Benefits. RSA 282-
A:25 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
	 282-A:25 Weekly Benefit Amount for Total Unemployment and Maximum Total Amount of Benefits Payable 
During any Benefit Year. The maximum weekly benefit amount and maximum benefits payable to an eligible 
individual, whose benefit year begins on or after the effective date of this section, shall be determined by the 
individual’s annual earnings. In each of 2 calendar quarters, the individual must have earned not less than 
$1,400, as follows:

Annual Earnings of Maximum Weekly
Not Less Than 	 Benefit Amount 	 Maximum Benefits

$2,800	 32	 $832
3100	 35	 910
3400	 39	 1014
3900	 45	 1170
4200	 48	 1248
4500	 52	 1352
4800	 55	 1430
5100	 59	 1534
5600	 64	 1664
6100	 69	 1794
6600	 75	 1950
7000	 80	 2080
7400	 83	 2158
7800	 88	 2288
8200	 92	 2392
8600	 96	 2496
9000	 101	 2626
9500	 105	 2730
10000	 110	 2860
10500	 115	 2990
11000	 120	 3120
11500	 126	 3276
12500	 137	 3562
13500	 148	 3848
14500	 159	 4134
15500	 167	 4342
16500	 178	 4628
17500	 188	 4888
18500	 199	 5174
19500	 206	 5356
20500	 217	 5642
21500	 227	 5902
22500	 238	 6188
23500	 249	 6474
24500	 254	 6604
25500	 265	 6890
26500	 275	 7150
27500	 286	 7436
28500	 290	 7540
29500	 301	 7826
30500	 311	 8086
31500	 321	 8346
32500	 331	 8606
33500	 342	 8892
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34500	 352	 9152
35500	 362	 9412
36500	 372	 9672
37500	 383	 9958
38500	 394	 10244
39500	 405	 10530
40500	 416	 10816
41500	 427	 11102
42500	 437	 11362
44500	 458	 11908
46500	 478	 12428
48500	 499	 12974
50000	 514	 13364
52000	 535	 13910

Amendment to HB 566-FN 
(2025-0429h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Environment and Agriculture–c
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 New Paragraph; Landfill Permit; Leachate Management Plan Required. Amend RSA 149-M:9 by insert-
ing after paragraph V-a the following new paragraph:
		  V-b. The department shall not issue operating approval for a new landfill or landfill expansion, un-
less the department makes a positive determination that the permit application includes a detailed plan for 
leachate management that provides for safe and effective management of leachate throughout the entire life 
of the facility, including the post-closure period. The leachate management plan shall include, at minimum, 
a description of how leachate will be collected and stored on-site, if and how it will be treated on-site, how it 
will be transported off-site, the location and type of disposal processing, a statement of the projected frequency 
of leachate transports per week, and contingency plans for capacity constraints. The leachate management 
plan shall also include details of all contractual arrangements between the applicant and at least 2 facilities 
that will be engaged in the transport and the processing of the leachate. The contractual arrangements shall 
demonstrate that the expected daily production of leachate can and will be transported off-site in a manner 
that will minimize the possibility of on-site contamination, and that there will be sufficient capacity to process 
the leachate anticipated to be generated at the facility. To respond to changing conditions, a facility permit-
ted under this section may renegotiate or terminate its contractual arrangements during the operating life 
of the permitted landfill provided that the new contractual arrangements are filed with the department and 
otherwise meet the conditions of this paragraph.
	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

Amendment to HB 577 
(2025-0449h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Housing–c
Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:
	 2 Accessory Dwelling Units. RSA 674:72 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
	 674:72 Accessory Dwelling Units.
		  I. A municipality that adopts a zoning ordinance pursuant to the authority granted in this chapter shall 
allow accessory dwelling units in all zoning districts that permit single-family dwellings. One accessory dwelling 
unit, which may be either attached or detached, shall be allowed as a matter of right. The municipality shall 
allow one accessory dwelling unit without additional requirements for lot size, except as described by this sec-
tion, setbacks, aesthetic requirements, design review requirements, frontage, space limitations, or other controls 
beyond what would be required for a single-family dwelling without an accessory dwelling unit. The municipality 
may not impose greater requirements for a septic system for a single-family home with an accessory dwelling 
unit than is required by the department of environmental services. The municipality is not required to allow 
more than one accessory dwelling unit for any single-family dwelling. The municipality may prohibit accessory 
dwelling units associated with multiple single-family dwellings attached to each other, such as townhouses. 
The municipality may prohibit accessory dwelling units associated with rented or leased land. Subsequent con-
dominium conveyance of any accessory dwelling unit separate from that of the principal dwelling unit shall be 
prohibited, notwithstanding the provisions of RSA 356-B:5, unless allowed by the municipality.
		  II. If a zoning ordinance contains no provisions pertaining to accessory dwelling units, then one accessory 
dwelling unit shall be deemed a permitted accessory use, as a matter of right, to any single-family dwelling 
in the municipality, and no municipal permits or conditions shall be required other than building permits, if 
required by statute.
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		  III. Attached accessory dwelling units shall have either an independent means of ingress and egress or 
ingress and egress through a common space shared with the principal dwelling. However, the municipality 
shall not limit the choice of ingress and egress.
		  IV. Any municipal regulation applicable to single-family dwellings shall also apply to the combination of 
a principal dwelling unit and an accessory dwelling unit, including but not limited to lot coverage standards 
and standards for maximum occupancy per bedroom consistent with policy adopted by the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, provided that such municipal regulations shall not be 
more restrictive for accessory dwelling units than for any single-family use in the same zoning district. If a 
municipality has established regulations requiring parking for the principal dwelling unit, it may require up 
to one additional parking space for each accessory dwelling unit. Required parking spaces may be provided 
either on-site or at a legally dedicated off-site location, at the property owner’s discretion.
		  V. The applicant for a permit to construct an accessory dwelling unit shall make adequate provisions 
for water supply and sewage disposal for the accessory dwelling unit in accordance with RSA 485-A:38, but 
separate systems shall not be required for the principal and accessory dwelling units. In order to comply with 
this paragraph and prior to constructing an accessory dwelling unit, an application for approval for a sewage 
disposal system shall be submitted in accordance with RSA 485-A as applicable. The approved sewage disposal 
system shall be installed if the existing system has not received construction approval and approval to operate 
under current rules or predecessor rules, or the system fails or otherwise needs to be repaired or replaced.
		  VI. A municipality may require owner occupancy of one of the dwelling units, but it shall not specify 
which unit the owner must occupy. A municipality may require that the owner demonstrate that one of the 
units is his or her principal place of residence, and the municipality may establish reasonable regulations to 
enforce such a requirement.
		  VII. A municipality may apply aesthetic standards to accessory dwelling units only if it has also applied 
such standards to the principal dwelling unit. The total living space of the accessory dwelling unit shall not 
exceed 950 square feet unless otherwise authorized by the municipality. A municipality may not restrict the 
total living space to less than 750 square feet.
		  VIII. A municipality shall not require a familial relationship between the occupants of an accessory 
dwelling unit and the occupants of a principal dwelling unit.
		  IX. A municipality shall not limit an accessory dwelling unit to only one bedroom.
		  X. An accessory dwelling unit may be deemed a unit of workforce housing for the purpose of satisfying 
the municipality’s regional fair share obligation under RSA 674:59, III if the unit meets the criteria in RSA 
674:58, IV for rental units.
		  XI. A municipality shall allow accessory dwelling units to be converted from existing structures, includ-
ing but not limited to detached garages, regardless of whether such structures violate current dimensional 
requirements for setbacks or lot coverage.
		  XII. A municipality shall not deny the establishment of a separate electrical panel and separate electri-
cal service to the accessory dwelling unit.

Amendment to HB 583-FN-LOCAL 
(2025-0314h) 

Proposed by the Minority of the Committee on Education Funding–r
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT	 relative to aid for free and reduced priced meals for students.
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 Department of Education; Application for Medicaid Direct Certification Program; Public Kindergarten, 
Elementary, and Secondary Schools. The department of education shall seek participation in the Demonstra-
tion Projects to Evaluate Direct Certification with Medicaid administered by the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA). The department of health and human services shall assist the department of education 
as needed in pursuing and implementing this new direct certification methodology.
	 2 Education; School Money; Public Kindergarten, Elementary, and Secondary Schools. The department of 
education shall divide each pupil eligible for a free or reduced-price meal by the average daily membership in 
residence (ADMR), as defined in RSA 198:38, I-a(a), for each district and town for the 2024-2025 school year. The 
resulting percentage shall be applied to the ADMR for the 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 school years to establish 
a new calculation of ADMR for which pupils are eligible for a free or reduced price meal, and shall be used to 
calculate differential aid under RSA 198:40-a, II(b) and extraordinary need grants under RSA 198:40-f.
	 3 Prospective Repeal. Section 2 of this act, relative to calculating which pupils are eligible for free or re-
duced price meals, is repealed.
	 4 Effective Date.
		  I. Section 3 of this act shall take effect on July 1, 2027.
		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.
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 2025-0314h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill:
	 I. Requires the department of education to seek participation in the Medicaid direct certification methodology 
for school meals program for free and reduced price meals for students in public kindergarten, elementary, and 
secondary schools.
	 II. Changes the calculation of differential aid and extraordinary need grants for students eligible for a free 
or reduced price meal for the 2026-2027 school year.

Amendment to HB 596-FN 
(2025-0396h) 

Proposed by the Minority of the Committee on Ways and Means–r
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT	 establishing a committee to explore solutions to the unequal burden of municipal services, funded 

by local property taxes, on urban centers and cities that provide uncompensated public services 
to their surrounding bedroom communities throughout the state.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 Committee Established. There is established a committee to explore solutions to the unequal burden of 
municipal services, funded by local property taxes, on urban centers and cities that provide uncompensated 
public services to their surrounding bedroom communities throughout the state.
	 2 Membership and Compensation.
		  I. The members of the committee shall be as follows:
			   (a) Six members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of representa-
tives, 3 from each party of which half represent the urban centers and half the towns that commute or shop 
and seek services from such centers, with representation from all corners of the state.
			   (b) Two members of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.
		  II. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to the duties 
of the committee.
	 3 Duties. The committee shall explore solutions to the unequal burden of municipal services, funded by local 
property taxes, on urban centers and cities that provide uncompensated public services to their surrounding 
bedroom communities throughout the state. They shall meet at least 3 times from late August through end of 
October, and prepare a report on methods for reducing the burden of the urban centers by November 1, 2025.
	 4 Chairperson; Quorum. The members of the study committee shall elect a chairperson from among the 
members. The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the first-named house member. The first 
meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section. Four members of 
the committee shall constitute a quorum.
	 5 Report. The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the 
speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the 
governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2025.
	 6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

2025-0396h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill establishes a committee to explore solutions to the unequal burden of municipal services, funded 
by local property taxes, on urban centers and cities that provide uncompensated public services to their sur-
rounding bedroom communities throughout the state.

Amendment to HB 598 
(2025-0310h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Executive Departments and Administration–c
Amend the bill by replacing sections 2-5 with the following:
	 2 Membership and Compensation.
		  I. The members of the committee shall be as follows:
			   (a) Four members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of represen-
tatives, all of whom shall be qualified by their experiences, with at least one representative being a member 
of the minority party.
			   (b) One member of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.
		  II. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to the duties 
of the committee.
	 3 Duties. The committee shall evaluate potential data to be made available to the public, including the 
following:
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		  I. Data currently made available to the public, from which departments, and in which formats;
		  II. The potential for additional data to be made available to the public;
		  III. Potential data formats for standardizing data made available to the public; and
		  IV. Recommended legislation to require the various departments to produce what data in a which format 
in what time-frame.
		  V. Protecting personal identifiable information.
		  VI. For the purposes of this committee:
			   (a) “Department” means any portion of the state government.
			   (b) “Data” is intended to include pre-existing spreadsheets, databases, third party applications that 
compile data in standardized formats, and the like and to capture the compendia of facts.
			   (c) The particular intent regarding looking for both “data” and “data output” is that the goal of the 
committee is to research what data exists, what subset of that data might be exposed to the public, and what 
parts of that could be satisfied by using already existing reports, exports, and outputs.
	 4 Chairperson; Quorum. The members of the study committee shall elect a chairperson from among the 
members. The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the first-named house member. The first 
meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section. Three members of 
the committee shall constitute a quorum.
	 5 Report. The committee shall report its preliminary findings in an interim report by November 1, 2025 
and report its final findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the speaker of the house 
of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the governor, and the state 
library on or before November 1, 2026.

Amendment to HB 617 
(2025-0437h) 

Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Municipal and County Government–r
Amend RSA 480:1 as inserted by section 1 of the bill by inserting after paragraph IV the following new 
paragraph:
		  V. The beneficiary of a qualifying trust may claim the exemption under paragraph I if the 
qualifying trust is the owner of the property and the other provisions of this chapter are met.

Amendment to HB 624-FN-A 
(2025-0368h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Resources, Recreation and Development–c
Amend RSA 483:8-b as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
	 483:8-b Local River Management Advisory Committee Grants. There is hereby established a grant program, 
to be administered by the department of environmental services, for the allocation of funds to local river man-
agement advisory committees established under RSA 483:8-a. Funding requests made under this section may 
be submitted to the department of environmental services by any established local river management advi-
sory committee, detailing resources needed to fulfill its duties as described in RSA 483:8-a. Funding requests 
may not exceed $10,000 for any local river management advisory committee in any year. The commissioner 
of the department of environmental services shall disburse the funding to local river management advisory 
committees with demonstrated need to implement the duties described in RSA 483:8-a, III on a first come, 
first-served basis.

Amendment to HB 634 
(2025-0344h) 

Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs–r
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT	 repealing the New Hampshire council on autism spectrum disorders.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 Repealed. The following are repealed:
		  I. RSA 171-A:32, relative to the New Hampshire council on autism spectrum disorders.
		  II. RSA 171-A:33, I(d), including a member of the council on autism spectrum disorders on the develop-
mental services quality council.
	 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2025-0344h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill repeals the New Hampshire council on autism spectrum disorders.
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Amendment to HB 685 
(2025-0392h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Housing–c
Amend RSA 674:31-b as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
	 674:31-b Permitting Manufactured Housing in Residential Zones.
		  I. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, manufactured housing shall be permit-
ted as a matter of right in all land areas and lots in districts zoned to permit residential uses within every 
municipality in the state.
		  II. Municipal zoning ordinances shall be amended to comply with this statute, ensuring that manufac-
tured housing is treated as a permitted use in all residential zones.
		  III. If a zoning ordinance contains no provisions pertaining to manufactured housing, it shall be deemed 
permitted as a matter of right, and no municipal permits or conditions shall be required other than a building 
permit, if necessary.
		  IV. No municipality shall adopt or enforce any zoning ordinance, regulation, or policy that discriminates 
against manufactured housing by prohibiting or unreasonably restricting its placement in residential zones.
		  V. All municipalities shall amend their zoning ordinances to comply with this statute within one year 
of its effective date.

Amendment to HB 744-FN 
(2025-0419h) 

Proposed by the Minority of the Committee on Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Service–r
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 Workers’ Compensation; Compensation for Temporary Total Disability. Amend RSA 281-A:28, II to read 
as follows:
		  II. If an employee’s average weekly wage is over 30 percent of the state’s average weekly wage, weekly 
compensation shall be 60 percent for injuries that occurred prior to January 1, 2026, and 66 2/3 per-
cent for injuries occurring on or after January 1, 2026, of that employee’s average weekly wage or 30 
percent of the state’s average weekly wage, whichever is greater, but in no event shall weekly compensation 
exceed 150 percent of the state’s average weekly wage rounded off to the nearest dollar as the commissioner 
determines for the year in which the injury occurred. In no event shall the maximum weekly compensation 
rate exceed 100 percent of the employee’s after tax weekly earnings as determined under RSA 281-A:15. For 
purposes of this section, the department of employment security shall establish the state’s average weekly 
wage for the immediate preceding calendar year to be effective the following July 1.
	 2 Compensation for Permanent Total Disability. Amend RSA 281-A:28-a, II to read as follows:
		  II. If an employee’s average weekly wage is over 30 percent of the state’s average weekly wage, weekly 
compensation shall be 60 percent for injuries that occurred prior to January 1, 2026, and 66 2/3 per-
cent for injuries occurring on or after January 1, 2026, of the employee’s average weekly wage or 30 
percent of the state’s average weekly wage, whichever is greater, but in no event shall weekly compensation 
exceed 150 percent of the state’s average weekly wage rounded off to the nearest dollar as determined by 
the commissioner for the year in which the injury occurred. In no event shall the weekly compensation rate 
exceed 100 percent of the employee’s after tax weekly earnings as determined pursuant to RSA 281-A:15. 
For the purposes of this section, the state’s average weekly wage shall be established by the department of 
employment security for the immediately preceding calendar year to be effective the following July 1.
	 3 Compensation for Temporary Partial Disability. Amend RSA 281-A:31 to read as follows:
	 281-A:31 Compensation for Temporary Partial Disability. If the disability for work resulting from an injury 
is partial, and the employee is able to work but has not yet reached maximum medical improvement, the 
employer, or the employer’s insurance carrier, during such disability, but not for the first 3 days of disability 
unless the disability continues for 14 days or longer, shall pay to the injured employee a weekly compensation 
equal to 60 percent for injuries that occurred prior to January 1, 2026, and 66 2/3 percent for injuries 
occurring on or after January 1, 2026, of the difference between the employee’s average weekly wage 
before the injury and the average weekly wage which he or she is able to earn thereafter; but in no instance 
shall the weekly compensation exceed the amount set forth by the compensation schedule in RSA 281-A:28. 
Payments shall not continue after the disability ends, nor longer than 262 weeks; and, if the partial disability 
begins after a period of total disability, the period of total disability shall be deducted from such total period 
of 262 weeks.
	 4 Compensation for Permanent Partial Disability. Amend RSA 281-A:31-a to read as follows:
	 281-A:31-a Compensation for Permanent Partial Disability. Where the disability for work resulting from an 
injury is permanent but partial in nature, the employee has reached maximum medical improvement, is able 
to return to work, and there is an impairment in accordance with the “Guides to the Evaluation of Permanent 
Impairment” published by the American Medical Association as set forth in RSA 281-A:32, the employer, or 
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insurance carrier, during such disability shall pay to the injured employee a weekly compensation equal to 
60 percent for injuries that occurred prior to January 1, 2026, and 66 2/3 percent for injuries oc-
curring on or after January 1, 2026, of the difference between his average weekly wage before the injury 
and the average weekly wage which he is able to earn thereafter. However, in no instance shall the weekly 
compensation exceed the amounts set forth by the compensation schedule in RSA 281-A:28. Payments shall 
not continue after the disability ends, nor longer than 262 weeks; and if the partial disability begins after a 
period of total disability, the period of disability shall be deducted from such total period of 262 weeks.
	 5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2025-0419h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill changes the percentage of workers’ compensation indemnity benefits to 66 2/3 percent for injuries 
that occurred on or after January 1, 2026.

Amendment to HB 751-FN 
(2025- 0220h) 

Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs–r
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT	 requiring licensure of outpatient substance use disorder treatment facilities and relative to 

complaint investigation of treatment facilities by the department of health and human services 
office of the ombudsman and making an appropriation therefor.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
	 1 Department of Health and Human Services, Department Established; Office of the Ombudsman. Amend 
RSA 126-A:4, III to read as follows:
		  III. The department shall establish an office of the ombudsman to provide assistance to clients of the 
department by investigating and resolving complaints regarding any matter within the jurisdiction of the 
department including services or assistance provided by the department or its contractors. The ombudsman’s 
office may provide mediation or other means for informally resolving complaints. The records of the ombuds-
man’s office shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed without the consent of the client on whose behalf 
the complaint is made, except as may be necessary to assist the service provider to resolve the complaint, or 
as required by law. Subject to available funding, the department shall designate within the office 
of the ombudsman a behavioral health specialist dedicated solely to investigating and resolving 
complaints to promote the health, safety, welfare, or civil or human rights of any person receiving 
the treatment or services of a substance use disorder or mental health treatment facility.
	 2 New Subparagraph; Residential Care and Health Facility Licensing; Outpatient Substance Use Disorder 
Treatment Facilities; License Required. Amend RSA 151:2, I by inserting after subparagraph (f) the following 
new subparagraph:
			   (g) Outpatient substance use disorder treatment facilities, including long-term remission monitoring, 
medically managed outpatient, intensive outpatient, high-intensity outpatient, partial hospitalization, and 
medically managed intensive outpatient programs. Impaired driver care management programs under RSA 
265-A and nonclinical recovery support services, including but not limited to individual and group recovery 
coaching and 12-step programs, shall be exempt from licensure.
	 3 New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services; Position Established; Appropriation. For 
the biennium ending June 30, 2027, the sum of $211,000 is hereby appropriated to the department of health 
and human services for the purpose of establishing one compliance officer I position to fulfill the requirements 
of this act. The department of health and human services shall work with the department of administrative 
services, division of personnel, to determine the appropriate classification in accordance with the personnel 
classification system and applicable broad group specifications. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant 
for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. The department of health and hu-
man services may accept and expend matching federal funds without prior approval of the fiscal committee 
of the general court.
	 4 Effective Date.
		  I. Section 3 shall take effect July 1, 2025.
		  II. The remainder of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2025-0220h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This bill requires outpatient substance use disorder treatment programs to be licensed by the department 
of health and human services. The bill also directs the department to designate a behavioral health specialist 
within the office of the ombudsman to review complaints regarding substance use or mental health treatment 
facilities. The bill makes an appropriation to the department of health and human services to establish a 
compliance officer position to implement the requirements of the act.
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Amendment to HR 10 
(2025-0316h) 

Proposed by the Committee on Environment and Agriculture–c
Amend the resolution by replacing title of the resolution with the following:
A RESOLUTION	 recognizing the importance of clean air, clean water, and a healthy environment with 

regard to our fundamental rights.
Amend the resolution by replacing all after the resolving clause with the following:
	 Whereas, a clean and healthy environment is important to and impacts human health; and
	 Whereas, without good health, our ability to enjoy our fundamental rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness is diminished; and; now, therefore, be it
	 Resolved by the house of representatives: we recognize and highly value clean air, clean water, and a 
healthy environment and we support goals and policies that will promote those values.
	 Let it be further resolved that copies of this resolution be sent to members of the New Hampshire congres-
sional delegation, the president of the New Hampshire senate, and the speaker of the New Hampshire house 
of representatives.

2025-0316h 
AMENDED ANALYSIS

	 This resolution recognizes the importance of clean air, clean water, and a healthy environment with regard 
to our fundamental rights.


