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HOUSE CALENDAR

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE:

The House will meet on Thursday, May 23rd, starting at 9:00 a.m. The House will also meet on Thursday,
May 30th and Thursday, June 13th. The Speaker’s Ice Cream Social will be held on Thursday, June 13th at
the Upham Walker House during the lunch break.

There is no session planned for June 6th.

Please do your best to wear your name badge and security pin at all times on session days to assist our Sar-
gent at Arms staff in identifying members.

As a reminder, lobbying/advocacy materials are not permitted on the anteroom tables. Placing materials
within member mailboxes requires preauthorization through the Speaker’s Office. Thank you for your con-
tinued cooperation.

Food and beverages are not permitted within Representatives Hall, aside from water. Please leave other
beverages and snacks in the anteroom and keep our historic chamber clean.

Your safety and security are a high priority in and around the State House Complex. To report a security
concern, please visit the nearest Protective Services post, or call 603-271-2200. If there is an emergency situ-
ation, dial 9-1-1 first.

Sherman A. Packard, Speaker of the House

NOTICE

There will be a Republican Caucus on Thursday, May 23rd at 8:00 a.m. in Representatives Hall.
Rep. Jason Osborne, Majority Leader

NOTICE

There will be a Democratic Caucus on Thursday, May 23rd at 8:00 a.m. in the State House Cafeteria.
Rep. Matt Wilhelm, Democratic Leader

NOTICE

The next meeting of the chairs and vice chairs is scheduled for Tuesday, May 28%, 2024, from 9:15 a.m. — 10:00
a.m. in Rooms 302-304 of the Legislative Office Building.
Sherman A. Packard, Speaker of the House

NOTICE

ALL reports, scheduling and notices are due in the House Clerk’s Office by 3:00 p.m. on WEDNESDAYS.
Reports and scheduling shall be turned in to House Committee Services for processing no later than 1:00 p.m.
on Wednesday. Please be sure to complete that work in a timely fashion to meet the Calendar deadline.

CLOSES AT 3:00 p.m. ON: AVAILABLE ON:

Wednesday, May 22, 2024 Friday, May 24, 2024
Wednesday, May 29, 2024 Friday, May 31, 2024
Wednesday, June 5, 2024 Friday, June 7, 2024

Paul C. Smith, Clerk of the House
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2024 HOUSE DEADLINES

Second Year Session Deadlines

Thursday, May 23, 2024
Thursday, May 30, 2024
Thursday, June 6, 2024
Thursday, June 13, 2024
Tuesday, September 3, 2024

Friday, September 13, 2024

Friday, October 25, 2024
Wednesday, November 6, 2024

Friday, November 22, 2024

Thursday, January 2, 2025
Friday, January 24, 2025

Last day to act on all Senate Bills

Last day to form committees of conference

Last day to sign committee of conference reports (4:00 p.m.)
Last day to act on committee of conference reports

First day for incumbents running for re-election to file LSRs
with complete information

Last day prior to the General Election for incumbents running
for re-election to file LSRs with complete information

Last day to file 2024 Interim Study reports

First day for all Representatives to file LSRs with complete
information

Last day to file LSRs with complete information (4:00 p.m.)
Ten-day signoff begins

Last day to sign-off on all LSRs (12:00 p.m.)

Last day to introduce House Bills

Last day to amend House Rules by majority vote

NOTICE

Please note that all streaming videos of standing committee meetings and
joint committees can be found at the NH House of Representatives
YouTube channel. The link to the YouTube channel:

www.youtube.com/c/NHHouseofRepresentativesCommitteeStreaming

BILLS LAID ON THE TABLE

HB 232-FN, adopting section 1910 OSHA standards for public sector employees in New Hampshire. Pending
question: Amendment (2429h).

HB 267, relative to criminal records checks in school employment. Pending question: Refer for Interim Study.
HB 301, relative to recusal by members of the general court for conflicts of interest. Pending question: Amend-
ment (2326h).

HB 369, establishing a task force to provide energy relief on farms. Pending question: No pending question.
HB 375-FN, relative to the licensure of nonresident aliens temporarily residing in New Hampshire. Pending
question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

HB 437-FN, relative to a reading assessment and intervention program. Pending question: Refer for Interim Study.
HB 439-FN, relative to the duty to provide an education and contracts with private schools. Pending ques-
tion: No pending question.

HB 499-FN, requiring the rules of evidence to apply in family court cases and relative to the admission of
certain evidence in family court proceedings. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

HB 505-FN, relative to comprehensive mental health education in schools. Pending question: No pending question.
HB 553, relative to school district information on personnel salaries. Pending question: No pending question.
HB 570, relative to Real ID compliant New Hampshire driver’s licenses. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 577-FN-L, relative to state aid for special education pupils. Pending question: No pending question.
HB 651, authorizing the department of education and local school districts to contract with transportation
network companies to provide school transportation services. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1005-FN, relative to judicial training. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

HB 1053, relative to permissible residential units in a commercial zone. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1084, relative to qualifications for the commissioner of education. Pending question: No pending question.
HB 1087, establishing a commission to study information literacy and media literacy instruction in public
schools. Pending question: No pending question.

HB 1099, relative to partisan school district elections. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

HB 1100, relative to coyote hunting. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

HB 1102-FN, relative to the definition of animal cruelty. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

HB 1156, relative to public health, safety, and state sovereignty. Pending question: Indefinite Postponement.
HB 1208-FN, relative to permitting requirements before timber harvesting operations in a wetland. Pending
question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
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HB 1210, relative to the election of Strafford county commissioners. Pending question: No pending motion.

HB 1212-FN-L, relative to eligibility for free school meals. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

HB 1240, relative to eating disorders as a qualifying condition for the therapeutic cannabis program. Pending
question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

HB 1281, relative to zoning restrictions on residential rental property. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
HB 1297-FN, relative to the authority of municipalities to enforce ordinances related to health and safety.
Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

HB 1301, relative to wake surfing on public bodies of water. Pending motion: Ought to Pass.

HB 1317-FN-L, relative to municipal filings made by charitable organizations exempt from taxation. Pending
question: Majority committee amendment.

HB 1353, relative to authorizing the commissioner of the department of education to issue subpoenas. Pend-
ing question: Ought to Pass.

HB 1363-FN, relative to allowing members of the general court to participate in the department of health
and human services employee assistance program. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

HB 1390, relative to regulating wakeboarding and wakesports. Pending question: Majority committee amendment.
HB 1452-FN, relative to credentials for the position of superintendent of schools and school business officer.
Pending question: Ought to Pass.

HB 1453, relative to degree granting authority of certain institutions of higher education. Pending question:
Ought to Pass.

HB 1476-FN, relative to charter school memorandums of understanding. Pending question: Ought to Pass.

HB 1482, relative to the sale of human blood and organs. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

HB 1522-FN, relative to weekly benefit amounts for unemployment compensation. Pending question. No
pending question.

HB 1545, relative to the disposal of state surplus property for affordable housing. Pending question: Amend-
ment (1115h).

HB 1560-FN-A, relative to unassigned moneys in the education trust fund. Pending question: Ought to Pass.
HB 1577-FN, relative to digital images of ballots. Pending question: Majority committee amendment.

HB 1592-FN-L, relative to the use of education freedom account funds in religious schools. Pending question:
Ought to Pass.

HB 1629-FN, relative to attorney general’s duties concerning legislators residing in different districts than
they represent. Pending question: No pending question.

HB 1640-FN, relative to qualified immunity standards. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

HB 1644-FN, requiring the department of energy to initiate an investigation of the benefits and key considerations
regarding support for clean or non-carbon emitting power generation. Pending question: Committee amendment.
HB 1683-FN, relative to coverage of circumcision under the state Medicaid plan. Pending question: No pend-
ing question.

HB 1686-FN, relative to requiring excess revenues raised through the statewide education property tax to be
remitted to the education trust fund and prohibiting the department of revenue administration from setting
negative local and county tax rates on real property. Pending question: No pending question.

HCR 8, applying to congress for a limited national convention for the exclusive purpose of proposing an
amendment to the United States Constitution relative to elections. Pending question: Ought to Pass.

HR 27, calling for policymakers locally and nationally to fully consider all relevant information and factors
pertaining to climate change before pursuing courses of action that could adversely affect any economy or
environment. Pending question: Ought to Pass.

HR 31, urging support of the dignity through prosperity act. Pending question: Refer for Interim Study.

SB 218-FN-A, establishing an early educator professional development grant. Pending question: No pending
question.

SB 252-FN, relative to the release of a defendant pending trial, directing the establishment of an electronic
monitoring program for criminal defendants released on bail, and making an appropriation therefor. Pending
question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

SB 386, relative to establishing a committee to study power generation, transmission, distribution, and stor-
age. Pending question: Majority committee amendment.

SB 387-FN, relative to a state parks pass pilot program for recovery centers and community mental health
centers. Pending question: Refer for Interim Study.

SB 414-FN, relative to establishing a mandatory minimum sentence for the crime of distribution of a con-
trolled drug with death resulting. Pending question: Ought to Pass.

SB 454-FN, increasing the annual real estate transfer tax revenue contribution to the affordable housing
fund. Pending question: Refer for Interim Study.

SB 471-FN, relative to adding a speed limit of 45 miles per hour on rural highways. Pending question: Ought
to Pass.

SB 563-FN, relative to federal immigration enforcement. Pending question: Majority committee amendment.
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2024 HOUSE BILLS AMENDED BY THE SENATE

HB 135-FN, (Second New Title) relative to requisites for a criminal search warrant. (SJ 2/8/2024)

HB 154, (New Title) relative to electronic ballot counting devices. (House Concurs 2/15/2024)

HB 243, requiring the tabulation of votes in elections to be done in public. (SJ 4/18/2024)

HB 261, (New Title) relative to rights of tenants in cases of domestic violence. (SJ 2/8/2024)

HB 279-FN, increasing the penalty for on-premises licensees overserving alcohol. (SJ 5/2/2024)

HB 398, (New Title) relative to notice of PFAS contamination prior to the sale of real property. (House Con-
curs 5/9/2024)

HB 458, (New Title) reestablishing the commission to study the assessing of power generation. (SJ 4/5/2024)
HB 468-FN-A, (New Title) establishing a commission to recodify the education laws and making an appro-
priation therefor. (SJ 4/18/2024)

HB 476, (New Title) relative to recount and audit procedures and the declaration of results of a recount. (SJ
4/18/2024)

HB 494-FN, (New Title) renaming the agricultural product and scale testing fund the agricultural products
regulatory fund. (SJ 5/2/2024)

HB 593-FN, (New Title) establishing a committee to study the process for forfeiture of items used in connec-
tion with drug offenses. (SJ 5/2/2024)

HB 596-FN, prohibiting the use of racial profiling in law enforcement activities and in sentencing. (SJ 2/15/2024)
HB 609-FN, (New Title) relative to the site evaluation committee for energy facility siting. (SJ 4/18/2024)
HB 653-FN, (New Title) relative to providing additional duties to the interbranch criminal and juvenile
justice council. (SJ 5/2/2024)

HB 1003-FN, relative to name changes for inmates, parolees, and convicted violent felons. (House Concurs 5/2/2024)
HB 1006-FN, relative to creating a family access motion for the enforcement of parenting plans. (SJ 5/2/2024)
HB 1030, (New Title) repealing certain task forces, study committees, and study commissions, repealing
the John G. Winant memorial commission and making the maintenance of the memorial a duty of the joint
legislative historical committee, and establishing a committee to study the appeals process administered by
the environmental councils established under RSA 21-0. (SJ 5/2/2024)

HB 1055, relative to the property tax exemption for charitable organizations. (SJ 4/18/2024)

HB 1060, relative to establishing a geologic resources committee. (House Concurs 5/9/2024)

HB 1107, relative to public school curriculum frameworks. (SJ 5/2/2024)

HB 1122-FN, relative to lights on motor vehicles. (SJ 5/2/2024)

HB 1129, relative to the authority to vote by proxy in a condominium association. (SJ 5/2/2024)

HB 1165, relative to procedures for school facilities under the department of education. (SJ 5/2/2024)

HB 1168, establishing a committee to study the impact of the housing crisis on people with disabilities. (SJ
5/2/2024)

HB 1220-FN, (Second New Title) abolishing the collection of racial and educational data for use in a marital
application worksheet and relative to the expectation of privacy. (SJ 5/2/2024)

HB 1303-FN, relative to the estate of Tekeste Berhanu. (SJ 4/18/2024)

HB 1305-FN, relative to freedom of speech and association at public institutions of higher education. (SJ 5/2/2024)
HB 1386-FN, relative to prohibiting the disposal of lithium-ion batteries in solid waste landfill facilities,
composting facilities, or incinerators. (SJ 5/2/2024)

HB 1431, relative to utility requirements for integrated distribution planning. (SJ 5/2/2024)

HB 1456, (New Title) relative to the appointment and removal of the members of the board of tax and land
appeals and the housing appeals board. (SJ 5/2/2024)

HB 1549, relative to buy-in amount deductions collected during the operation of games of chance. (SJ 4/18/2024)
HB 1550, authorizing municipalities to reduce speed limits seasonally. (SJ 4/18/2024)

HB 1609-FN, relative to the commission on the primary care workforce and the state office of rural health.
(SJ 4/18/2024)

HB 1613-FN, establishing a trust fund for money from soil and water environmental contamination court
settlements. (SJ 5/2/2024)

HB 1655, (New Title) including in the commissioner of the department of education’s rulemaking authority the
authority to make rules regarding collection of fees for criminal background check processing. (SJ 4/18/2024)
HB 1695, relative to the release of student personally identifiable information. (SJ 5/2/2024)

HB 1697-FN, (New Title) relative to forest carbon credit programs. (SJ 5/2/2024)

THURSDAY, MAY 23
CONSENT CALENDAR

COMMERCE AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS
SB 97-FN, relative to the use of animals in product testing. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
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Rep. Brian Cole for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. The committee has recommended that this bill be Re-
ferred for Interim Study. Additional work needs to be done to sort out what these labs are testing for. The
legislation as written is not enforceable. Vote 17-1.

SB 137-FN, relative to nano brewery licenses and beverage manufacturers licenses. OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. John Potucek for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill, as amended, repeals the nano brewery
license (RSA 178:12-a) and creates a four tier beverage manufacturer license. This bill, as amended, repeals
and reenacts RSA 178:29, IIl(a) to create and license the four new levels of beverage manufacturer: under
500 barrels per year, 501-2500 barrels per year, 2501-15,000 barrels per year, and more than 15,000 barrels
per year. This bill also repeals RSA 178:8, VIII. Vote 18-0.

SB 173-FN, relative to surprise medical bills. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Carry Spier for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill requires health carriers to cover out-of-network
emergency services and services provided at an in-network facility by out-of-network providers in the same
manner as if the services were provided by an in-network provider or facility. The bill is the result of a three
year effort on the part of the Insurance Department to encourage carriers and providers to negotiate, rather
than resort to costly time-consuming dispute handling. To help this process, third party arbitrators will be
contracted to facilitate the negotiations. Vote 18-0.

SB 176-FN, relative to insurance coverage for pelvic floor therapy. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. John Hunt for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. As introduced, the bill requires individual and group
health insurance providers to cover pelvic floor therapy. The Senate amendment was for the commissioner of
the Department of Insurance to provide written guidance on coverage of pelvic floor therapy to both health
care providers and health carriers. The guidance has been completed, so the bill is unnecessary. Vote 18-0.

SB 177-FN, (New Title) relative to health insurance coverage of prosthetics for children under 19 years of
age. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Anita Burroughs for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill requires insurers to cover one activity-
specific device per year and a daily limb for everyday activities. Without this activity-specific device, a child’s
ability to have an active, healthy lifestyle and compete in sports alongside their peers is limited. Vote 18-0.

SB 196, establishing a minimum amount of uninsured motorist coverage required for vehicles operating as
part of transportation network companies in New Hampshire. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Susan Porcelli for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. The sponsor of the bill requested a recommenda-
tion of Inexpedient to Legislate since the issue was resolved and the bill was no longer required. Vote 18-0.

SB 312, relative to third party liability in Medicaid. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Tim McGough for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill provides for health carrier acceptance of
liability to third parties under state Medicaid procedures. This is a request of the Department of Health and
Human Services in order to ensure state compliance with federal requirements. Vote 18-0.

SB 325, establishing a committee to study the issue of insurance appraiser licensing. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. John Hunt for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. The bill establishes a committee to study the issue
of insurance appraiser licensing. The committee shall study the current unlicensed appraisal system and
whether licensing of insurance appraisers would increase consumer protections for insured and claimants.
The committee shall also review the status of the utilization of photographic or electronic application based
appraisal services. There seems to be little interest or need in creating this new license, so the committee
voted to recommend Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 18-0.

SB 332, limiting re-disclosure of consumer reports requested in connection with a credit transaction involving
an extension of credit secured by real estate. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. John Hunt for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill provides that if a person requests a consumer
report in connection with a transaction secured by real estate, the consumer reporting agency shall not release
the report to a third party unless the consumer has a relationship with the third party or the consumer has
consented to such release. The committee was concerned that there is federal intervention for opt in, since
there is currently a way to opt out. The recommendation to the mortgage brokers, who were in support of
this legislation, is that when they initiate a consumer report, they also inform the consumer on how to opt
out. Vote 18-0.

SB 333, relative to access to financial services for minors in legal custody or guardianship and relative to the
board of directors of mutual banks and mutual holding companies. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Anita Burroughs for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. There are children over 16 who are not living
with their parents and may be in legal custody or guardianship. They do not have access to a banking account,
which makes it difficult for them to save earned money. It is important to enable them to start banking their
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money, which is vital to their well-being and independence. It would grant the Department of Health and
Human Services flexibility in terms of rulemaking authority. This bill was created in collaboration with the
banking industry and would impact fewer than 400 children. Vote 18-0.

SB 334, relative to providing for the issuance of bonds and other obligations by the business finance authority
of the state of New Hampshire to finance student loans. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. John Hunt for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill adds the Business Finance Authority (BFA) of
the state of New Hampshire as an entity authorized to issue bonds and other obligations to finance student
loans. Vote 18-0.

SB 353-FN, relative to insurance coverage for autism spectrum disorder and Down syndrome. REFER FOR
INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. John Hunt for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill clarifies insurance coverage for autism spec-
trum disorder and Down syndrome pursuant to RSA 417-E. Insurance companies already cover the cost for
treatment that the bill was intended for. Unfortunately the bill as written caused more confusion about autism
and Down syndrome, so the committee wants to work on this bill this fall. Vote 18-0.

SB 354-FN, relative to insurance cost-sharing calculations. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Tim McGough for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill as amended addresses concerns raised
during the public hearing by patients with certain diseases who take expensive prescription medications and
receive means-tested financial assistance to help pay for them. The amendment will ensure that a patient who
has health insurance under their employer’s fully insured plan and receives means-tested financial assistance
from an independent charity patient assistance program can count the financial assistance toward their de-
ductible or out-of-pocket maximum, except in cases where there is a generic alternative, biosimilar, or other
covered alternative available. In order for the financial assistance to count toward the patient’s cost sharing,
the independent charity patient assistance program must offer the financial assistance to the patient for the
entire health insurance plan year. The bill as amended also protects people with high deductible health plans
from any tax liability that might otherwise arise from accepting patient financial assistance. The committee
feels that the bill as amended appropriately responds to the concerns raised. Vote 18-0.

SB 365, relative to the sale or use of lithium-ion batteries for electric bicycles, scooters, or personal electric
mobility devices. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Keith Ammon for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill attempts to address safety concerns around
lithium-ion batteries used in electric bicycles, scooters, and personal electric mobility devices. The bill aims
only to allow the sale of these batteries and devices if they are certified by a nationally recognized testing
laboratory. However, the Commerce Committee unanimously voted to recommend the bill be Referred for
Interim Study. This decision was made due to insufficient evidence that the written bill would effectively
prevent fires caused by certified or non-certified batteries. The committee noted that data on the correlation
between fires and non-certified batteries was lacking. Furthermore, questions were raised about the enforce-
ment of the proposed regulations. In its current form, the bill needs to provide better guidance on the specific
testing laboratories and standards required for compliance. As a result, the committee determined that the
bill requires further study to identify better avenues of enforcement, appropriate testing laboratories, and
evidence-based standards. Vote 18-0.

SB 366-FN, relative to restricting the purchase of real property on or around military installations. INEX-
PEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Carry Spier for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. Contrary to its title, this bill actually restricts the
purchase or lease or control of any property by any entity from the Peoples Republic of China for any purpose
within a 10-mile radius of any listed facility. In addition to miliary bases, the listed facilities include restau-
rants, health care facilities, banks, agriculture, electricity distribution (such as power lines) and almost any
type of business that can be named. At the hearing, the committee learned that this bill would significantly
impact the logging industry because China is a major customer and rents facilities to store wood prior to
transport. The agriculture industry depends on the research performed at Syngenta, located in Hill NH, head-
quartered in Switzerland and owned by China. The elimination of these long-time NH facilities would reduce
revenues and cause the loss of jobs. After the incidents with the Chinese spy balloons and the Fufeng Group
purchase of 370 acres for corn milling near Grand Forks Air Force Base, ND, the federal government instituted
a rule that any Chinese company wishing to purchase land within 100 miles of a military base would require
permission from the US government. As recently as the last month, the US shut down MineOne (a Chinese
crypto mining company) which was located near Warren Air Force Base in Wyoming. This bill would conflict
with the rules and jurisdiction set down by the federal government with respect to military bases. Because
the bill is so broad, it was discussed in committee that its implementation would be both problematic to en-
force and could cause people of Chinese descent or those from China currently living here to become targets
much as they were in other parts of the country during the COVID pandemic. But there is another side to
US relations with China. Two-way trade between China and the US totals around $320 billion per year. As
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of last month, China held about $3.59 trillion US dollars (on which they pay interest) helping to make dol-
lars one of our greatest exports. These are significant factors ensuring the US dollar remains the strongest
currency in the world. Vote 17-1.

SB 399-FN, relative to insurance coverage for blood testing associated with elevated lead levels. OUGHT
TO PASS.

Rep. Anita Burroughs for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. Significant damage to the neurological and
nervous systems is caused by lead poisoning. New Hampshire has some of the oldest housing stock in the
country and over 30,000 children live in homes with lead-based paint. This is a public health crisis that can
cause development delays, disabilities, and other cognitive adverse effects. This bill requires that all costs
associated with blood lead testing required under RSA 130-A:5-a be covered without copay or coinsurance.
The current process covers the initial test for blood lead levels but does not cover any follow up testing that
may be required. This bill ensures that follow up tests will be covered. Vote 18-0.

SB 423, relative to mandatory disclosure of insurance policy limits. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Carry Spier for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill would allow any “claimant” to request and
receive an automobile owner’s insurance policy limits as opposed to filing a lawsuit as currently required.
The bill would be added to RSA 264 regarding Accidents and Financial Responsibility. During the hearing
the committee heard from legal counsel on both sides of the benefits and problems regarding this bill. But
“claimant” is never defined either in the bill or in RSA 264. Therefore, anyone would be allowed to request such
information about anyone else. Such information could then be used for any purpose, not just the intended
purpose of the bill. The bill contains no protections for the policy holder and forces the insurance company
to act in a way that may not be in the best interest of their client. As written, this bill is open to a myriad of
unintended consequences and invasion of privacy. It is important to note that while New Hampshire requires
proof of financial responsibility, it does not require automobile insurance. This means that looking to other
states regarding their laws on this issue may not result in a workable solution. Vote 18-0.

SB 433, (New Title) establishing a commission to study the marketing of e-cigarettes and e-liquid in this state,
including the legality of available products, appropriate wholesale and retail compliance and tax collection
system of the same. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. John Potucek for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill, as amended, establishes a four-person com-
mission to study the marketing of e-cigarettes and e-liquids in this state, including the legality of available
products, appropriate wholesale and retail compliance and tax collection system of the same. The committee
shall focus on the sales, marketing, enforcement, and tax collection mechanisms of e-cigarettes and e-liquids
pursuant to retail tobacco licensing as per RSA 178:19-a. This bill also repeals RSA 178:32, relative to the
committee to study the marketing of e-cigarettes and e-liquids, effective November 1, 2024. Vote 18-0.

SB 477, relative to establishing a commission to review and make recommendations regarding technology-
based start-up business support from the state of New Hampshire. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Jane Beaulieu for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. The Commerce Committee supports establishing a
commission to review and make recommendations regarding technology based start up business support from
the State of NH. Refer for Interim Study will give the committee time to join with the NH Business and Eco-
nomic Affairs Department along with the Tech-Alliance to establish a strong working relationship. Vote 18-0.

SB 502-FN, relative to the scanning of non-drivers’ identification cards by real estate brokers. OUGHT TO
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. John Hunt for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill clarifies that licensed real estate brokers may
scan, record, retain, or store electronic information collected with a license holder’s consent for a period last-
ing until the closing date or upon the license holder’s request. The amendment corrected the title that stated
“non-drivers” rather than the correct “drivers.” Vote 18-0.

SB 515, relative to consumer guarantee contracts. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Brian Cole for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill revises RSA 415-C to include the obligor’s
name, address, and phone number on consumer guarantee contracts. Administrators and sellers shall be
updated yearly. Vote 18-0.

SB 555-FN, relative to receipt of pharmaceutical rebates by insurers and pharmacy benefits managers.
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Tim McGough for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill as amended makes permanent the law that
enables insurance companies to offer consumers choice in health plans that apply prescription drug rebates in
different ways. Under the bill as amended, insurance companies will continue to use rebates to either lower
health insurance premiums for everyone, or lower out-of-pocket costs for a limited number of patients at the
point of sale, or some combination of the two. This law was slated to sunset on June 30th. Many insurers in
NH are using the rebates to help lower premiums for all consumers by tens of millions of dollars every year,
while at least one is using the rebates to reduce out of pocket costs. The committee rejected the idea that
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state government should intervene in the competitive marketplace and mandate all insurers to use at least
50% of rebates to offset out-of-pocket costs. It is estimated that less than 3% of prescriptions would be eligible
for out-of-pocket cost reductions. Moreover, the bill as passed by the Senate exempts the State Employee and
Retiree Health Plan and Medicaid because the mandate would have cost the state at least $50 million per
year. The committee felt that businesses and individuals paying premiums also deserve the right to choose a
health plan that best meets their financial needs, and this amendment will allow them to do so. The Insur-
ance Department will use its existing authority to require enhanced reporting on rebates so they can collect
and analyze the appropriate data. Vote 18-0.

SB 556-FN, (Second New Title) prohibiting health carriers from establishing payment or reimbursement
provisions based solely on a participating provider’s licensure. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Carry Spier for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. Advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) are
nurses who have met advanced educational and clinical practice requirements, and often provide services in
community-based settings. APRNSs’ services range from primary and preventive care to mental health to birth-
ing to anesthesia. For those procedures approved by hospitals or insurance providers which are performed at
the same level as a physician, this bill, as amended, would allow APRNs to negotiate payment at a rate equal
to that of a physician. In areas of the state suffering from a significant shortage of doctors, this bill would
encourage APRNSs to step in and fill the gap while providing the same level of care for approved services. The
representatives for the health insurance companies and the Insurance Department support this bill. Vote 18-0.

SB 557, relative to prohibiting discriminatory actions related to participation in the federal 340B Drug Pric-
ing Program. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Tim McGough for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill prohibits a health insurance issuer, phar-
macy benefit manager, or other third-party payer from discriminating against an entity participating in the
federal 340B Drug Pricing Program based on the entity’s participation in the program. The 340B Drug Pric-
ing Program ensures covered entities are able to provide a savings to the patients they serve and re-invest
savings into access to needed healthcare services. This bill will protect the 340B Drug Pricing Program in
New Hampshire in lieu of federal action Vote 18-0.

SB 561-FN, relative to prior authorizations for health care. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Tim McGough for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill establishes criteria for prior authorization
required by insurers offering managed care health benefit plans. The committee heard extensive testimony
from interested parties and the Department of Insurance about the cumbersome process of the prior authori-
zation system and the negative impacts this system is having on patient care. This bill is the first step in the
process of reforming and improving prior authorizations and managed care and improving patient outcomes
and maintaining best value for services utilized. Vote 18-0.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

SB 315-FN-LOCAL, relative to law enforcement agency reporting on information concerning bias crimes.
OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The committee, after hearing testimony from the
sponsor and others agreed that allowing the State Police to work with and share information with the At-
torney General’s office relating to bias crime reporting, will result in better informing the legislature and the
public. Vote 20-0.

SB 321-FN, relative to the release of a defendant pending trial. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Alissandra Murray for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The committee agreed that interim study was
the proper motion for this bill as the House has already passed legislation addressing these concerns. We will
wait to see the outcome of that legislation before taking further action on the issue. Vote 20-0.

SB 425, relative to bail commissioner fees. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The committee having heard testimony from the spon-
sor, agreed that HB 318, which passed this committee and the House, addressed this and all other issues
related to bail. Therefore this bill is redundant and appropriate for interim study in the event that more work
is needed. Vote 20-0.

SB 504-FN, relative to land in current use. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The committee having heard from the sponsor and
members of law enforcement, agrees that allowing land owners the ability to assist local law enforcement
without losing their tax exemptions for current use is appropriate. Additionally, the bill was amended to
include HB 318. HB 318 was an omnibus bail bill passed by this committee, the finance committee, and the
full House twice. This is the position of the House with regard to bail, and it would be appropriate to pass it
yet one more time to remind the other body that it is. Vote 17-0.
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EDUCATION

SB 378, relative to the performance-based school accountability system task force. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.

Rep. Rick Ladd for Education. This bill, as amended, creates a task force to develop and review the perfor-
mance-based accountability system (PBAS) that serves to demonstrate that a school is providing the oppor-
tunity for an adequate education. In accordance with law, the Commissioner of the Department of Education
has the responsibility and shall review the PBAS and make recommendations to the Legislative Oversight
Committee. This legislation has been developed with support of the department and directs the department
to appoint a task force after consultation with professional education organizations and stakeholder groups
with relevant assessment and accountability expertise to review, make findings, and present recommenda-
tions for future legislation no later than June 30, 2026. As amended, the task force has specific and clearly
defined duties such as, but not limited to: identifying performance criteria and measurements, establishing
goals and the relative weights assigned to goals, and ensuring that PBAS performance criteria are aligned
with academic standards and with the scope and sequence of skill and knowledge development at various
learning levels.Vote 18-1.

ELECTION LAW

SB 534-FN, relative to campaign finance. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Connie Lane for Election Law. This bipartisan bill revises many provisions in the campaign finance
statutes that have been identified by the Secretary of State and the Attorney General as confusing, contra-
dictory, or unclear. It simplifies the existing statutes by consolidating the definitions and types of political
committees and conforms reporting dates for all political committees and candidates. The amendment incor-
porates provisions from HB 1091, which recently passed by voice vote by the House, into SB 534. Vote 20-0.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION

SB 302, adding an additional exemption from the regulation of physicians and surgeons. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Peter Schmidt for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill is intended to alleviate a pre-
dicament presently making life difficult for a growing number of New Hampshire citizens who see out of
state physicians, usually specialists. Under current statutes, a physician licensed in another state must also
be licensed in NH in order to treat a patient in NH, even when telemedicine is involved. This is necessitat-
ing NH citizens to get themselves across the border, even in a borderline parking lot, so as not to jeopardize
their physician’s legal status when being treated. This bill would exempt such physicians with established
NH patient relationships from the present mandatory license requirement. Vote 20-0.

SB 318-FN, relative to adoption of the social work licensure compact. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Tony Lekas for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill is identical to HB 1190 which has
passed both the House and Senate. This content was completely replaced by the committee amendment. HB
1271 changed a number of licensing boards to advisory boards and made other changes to the licensing boards.
Concerns were raised about changing some boards to advisory and the House voted HB 1271 be referred for
interim study. The amendment to SB 318 contains the changes to some of the boards that were in HB 1271.
It does not include those sections that raised the greatest concerns. It also includes changes to those sections
from the proposed amendment to HB 1271. Those boards are the manufactured housing installations stan-
dards board and the board of examiners of nursing home administrators. In addition it combines the advisory
board of massage therapists with the advisory board of reflexology, structural integration, and Asian bodywork
therapy into the new advisory board of massage therapists, reflexologists, structural integrators, and Asian
bodywork therapist. This was done at the request of those two boards. Vote 20-0.

SB 371-FN, relative to the licensing of resident physicians. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Matthew Simon for Executive Departments and Administration. In its original form, this bill sought to
create an exemption for the two year licensing requirements for resident physicians. The committee unani-
mously agreed that the licensing requirement did not create sufficient hardship to the licensees to justify
this exemption. The committee then moved an amendment to replace the bill and update statutory language
pertaining to the licensing and regulation of physicians. This updated language to RSA 329 will bring this
statutory section into alignment with the work the committee has been doing over the last few years to re-
structure the responsibilities of the licensing boards and OPLC. The amendment was originally part of a bill
to merge the board of podiatry with the medical board. When that bill was found inexpedient to legislate, this
bill was chosen to make the necessary adjustments. Vote 20-0.

SB 485-FN, (New Title) enumerating the office of professional licensure and certification’s processes and

procedures for temporary occupational licensure for military service members and their spouses. OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
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Rep. Jaci Grote for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill as introduced, addresses a process
and procedure within the Office of Professional Licensure and Certification (OPLC) for temporary licenses
for military service members and their spouses. This bill was similar to HB 1385 passed by the House and a
subcommittee was formed to address the overlaps. As amended this bill addresses temporary licenses from
agencies other than OPLC, an important population not covered in the House bill. Vote 20-0.

SB 488, relative to the regulation of physician assistants. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Sherry Gould for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill requires the board of medicine to
adopt rules regarding continuing medical education for physician assistants that have received their National
Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants certification, but have chosen not to maintain their cer-
tification, and further exempts physician assistants from the provisions of the chapter relative to the board
of barbering, cosmetology, and esthetics. Continuing medical education needs to be authorized, as it is of
great benefit and not otherwise mentioned in statute. It is important that the statutes spell out exceptions to
a violation of cutting hair in the barbering, cosmetology and esthetics licensing rules. Physician Assistants
are required to do so at times within their scope of work and need to be added to current exceptions of other
related professions. Vote 20-0.

SB 600, (New Title) relative to the board of pharmacy and certified public accountant examinations. OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Tony Lekas for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill as amended would add one pharmacy
technician and an additional pharmacist to the pharmacy board. Recently, the law was changed to, in addition to a
certification for pharmacy technicians, add a license for pharmacy technicians. To be licensed there are additional
requirements including additional education. Given that, it was felt that pharmacy technicians should have a seat
on the board. An additional pharmacist was also added to keep the number of members on the board odd to avoid
ties. The amendment clarifies the board membership and changes the effective date to January 1, 2025 to ease
the transition of board members and to provide time for more pharmacy technicians to be licensed. Vote 20-0.

FINANCE

SB 347-FN, relative to infrastructure appropriations for reimbursement to the city of Laconia. INEXPEDI-
ENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Dan McGuire for Finance. This bill allocated $3 million from the proceeds of the sale of the Laconia
state property to local infrastructure improvements for its intended new use. Unfortunately, that sale has
fallen through so there are no funds and it is unclear what will be done with the property. We also have the
problem that an additional $13 million from the proceeds of this sale was previously allocated in the budget
for the purchase of Granite Place in Concord and that will have to be funded another way. Vote 25-0.

SB 362-FN, relative to body-worn cameras. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for Finance. This bill is asking the Law Enforcement Accreditation Commission
(LEAC) to submit a report by November 1, 2024, identifying possible issues raised by copying, distribution,
or use of body-worn camera images. This is a complex legislative matter where future legislation would be
well served by a thorough analysis of the potential issues. Also, there is no appropriation needed - the fiscal
note is no longer relevant after the bill was amended by the Senate to only request a report, since that can
be completed using existing staff and appropriations. Vote 25-0.

SB 407-FN, (New Title) establishing a ground ambulance cost reporting program and a study by an inde-
pendent actuarial and accounting expert of the cost of providing ground ambulance services in the state.
OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Chuck Grassie for Finance. This bill provides for a statewide ground ambulance cost reporting program and
a study by an independent actuarial and accounting expert of the cost of providing ground ambulance services
in the state. The study shall include an illustrative ground ambulance rate schedule which is such that, if fully
insured health carriers were to use this schedule in reimbursing nonparticipating ground ambulance provid-
ers, it would be sufficient to cover the reasonable cost of providing efficiently delivered care and a reasonable
operating margin, assuming all payers in the state are paying at the same rate. The Office of Legislative Budget
Assistant states this bill has no fiscal impact on state, county and local expenditures or revenue. Vote 25-0.

SB 480-FN, (New Title) relative to the regulation of real estate practice. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Gerald Griffin for Finance. This bill defines the term “post licensing” and provides for both voluntary
inactive status and non-voluntary inactive status. It also provides the requirements for inactive status as
well as a process for the reinstatement of inactive licenses. There is no appropriation in this bill. Vote 25-0.

SB 487-FN, relative to the division of personnel in the department of administrative services. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Gerald Griffin for Finance. This bill moves the Personnel Appeals Board of the Department of Adminis-
trative Services and establishes it as an independent entity from all state agencies. There is no appropriation
in this bill. Vote 25-0.
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FISH AND GAME AND MARINE RESOURCES

SB 310, (New Title) relative to bear registration and federal duck stamps. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.

Rep. Will Darby for Fish and Game and Marine Resources. Currently, the Fish and Game Department permits
a few bear registration stations to provide hunters with alternatives for registering an increasing number of
black bear harvests. One section of this bill provides the department with the statutory authority for these
bear registration stations to charge a fee for this service, which will increase the number of registration loca-
tions throughout the state. The bill also includes a provision to update the state’s duck stamp statute to align
with federal regulations, which permits the use of electronic duck stamps throughout the season, replacing
the prior 45 day window. Lastly, a non-germane amendment was added to this bill to provide for a new non-
commercial lobster landing license for non-residents. Currently non-residents are charged $500 for a com-
mercial landing license, which permits lobsters caught outside New Hampshire waters to be brought ashore
in the state and sold. Residents have the option of a $50 commercial landing license or $40 non-commercial
lobster fishing license. The non-resident, non-commercial landing license will allow those from outside the
state who moor or launch boats in New Hampshire to bring their legally harvested lobster ashore for personal
use, while ensuring proper reporting of the catch and supporting the state’s economy. All of these provisions
are supported by the Fish and Game Department. Vote 16-0.

SB 542, (New Title) creating a committee to study fish and game department funding and partnerships.
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Will Darby for Fish and Game and Marine Resources. The Fish and Game Department provides a tre-
mendous service to the state and its recreational activities including search and rescue for hikers, ensuring
safe use of OHRVs and snow mobiles, wild animal control, protecting biodiversity and the state’s threatened
and endangered wildlife, and, of course, enforcing hunting and fishing regulations. Yet the department is
primarily self-funded with sportsmen and women providing the majority of the revenue for the department,
but only receive 3-4% of the benefits. The recent statewide personnel pay increases, which were essential for
retention and recruiting, were not matched with a corresponding funding increase, which may lead to the loss
of almost 10 staff members in the next few years if this gap is not filled. This bill establishes a committee to
study the department’s funding and partnerships with a final report due by the beginning of November. The
committee will look for comprehensive solutions that consider the department’s personnel and operations
costs, while seeking options for partnerships with other departments and private entities aligned with the
department’s mission to address funding challenges now and into the future. The amendment removes the
requirement for the committee to review the Fish and Game Commission structure, as the same matter will
be considered by the upcoming interim study on HB 1148. Vote 16-0.

SB 544-FN, replacing the deer seal system with a confirmation number system. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.

Rep. David Paige for Fish and Game and Marine Resources. This is a common sense, technical bill requested
by the Department of Fish and Game. It replaces the deer seal system for deer registration with a confirmation
number system, a necessary change precipitated by the introduction of an online registration system. Vote 16-0.

HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS

SB 400, relative to patient access to medical records. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Wayne MacDonald for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. During the testimony on this bill
and during the committee discussion, there were two primary areas of concern. The first was who should be
able to be the “requestor” and, under what circumstances and cost, should they be able to acquire the medical
records of an individual. There was particular debate about what fees an attorney should have to pay. The
other area of concern was what the cost charged for records should be. Various amounts were suggested and
discussed. Ultimately, there was no consensus about either of these issues and it was decided by an over-
whelming majority of the committee, that interim study would be the best way to address this bill. Vote 18-2.

SB 412-FN, relative to residential care and health facility licensing. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Leah Cushman for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill, slightly and temporarily, eases
the moratorium on longterm care beds by permitting the state’s only pediatric intermediate care facility to offer
two additional beds until June 30, 2026. This will cause little disruption to the house of cards payer-mix that is
holding up our long-term care industry, while accommodating more children in need of this skilled care. Vote 19-0.

SB 458, relative to the dispensing of certain medications. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Gary Merchant for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. With additional input from the Board
of Pharmacy (the board) and the office of the executive director of the Office of Professional Certification
and Licensure (OPLC), the committee understands the board currently has the authority to issue a phar-
macy permit to an oncology clinic to dispense medications to their own patients. Therefore, legislation is not
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required, as the board has the authority to issue such a permit. A primary reason the committee supports
Interim Study and not Inexpedient to Legislate was to ensure the board creates rules in a timely manner to
address use of the permit. Vote 20-0.

SB 554-FN, relative to Medicaid provider enrollment licensure verification. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Leah Cushman for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill simply allows the Office of
Professional Licensure and Certification (OPLC) and the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)
to share information that they both already have access to, as part of their duties, but about which are unable
communicate with each other. It allows OPLC and DHHS to data match information to determine Medicaid
certification status and licensure status of medical providers. Vote 20-0.

LABOR, INDUSTRIAL AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES

SB 350-FN, relative to gap health insurance coverage for prima facie presumptive conditions for emergency
response/public safety workers. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Lino Avellani for Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. The Labor Committee voted unanimously
to recommend Ought to Pass because this bill is a necessary and prudent step to protect our emergency re-
sponse/public safety workers. This provides health insurance coverage for employees going through the worker
compensation appeals process and keeps it in place until the case is finished. Vote 15-0.

SB 517, relative to the employment status of university students working in educational programs. INEX-
PEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Brian Seaworth for Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. Universities in NH encountered conflict
between potential requirements of NH labor law and the parameters of a traditional resident assistant in
college dorms (for example, a requirement for detailed timekeeping). Along with seeking relief through legis-
lation, the schools have been working with the NH Department of Labor directly. Last fall, the department
revised their rules to more appropriately address the subject. The committee believes that we should allow
sufficient time to see the new rule in action and, before passing an additional legislative solution, evaluate
whether the existing remedy is effective. Vote 19-0.

SB 588-FN, relative to employer notice of veterans’ benefits and services. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Mark MacKenzie for Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. This bill would direct the Commis-
sioner of the Department of Labor to prepare, create, and distribute a notice of veterans’ benefits and services
in consultation with the Office of Workforce Opportunity within the Department of Business and Economic
Affairs. In New Hampshire, there are over 101,000 veterans, and over 74,000 served during wartime. Our
veterans who served this country have earned the benefits and this legislation will help them to better un-
derstand how they can access the services available to them. The bill was supported by the state’s Veterans
Advisory Council. Vote 15-0.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT

SB 447-FN, (New Title) establishing a committee to study the inclusion of transportation expenses in default
budgets. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Len Turcotte for Municipal and County Government. This bill would establish a committee to study
the possibility of including transportation expenses in default budgets. The committee’s amendment simply
changes the member makeup of the study committee. Vote 17-1.

SB 448-FN, relative to the Woodsville fire district. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Len Turcotte for Municipal and County Government. This bill would have established the Woodsville
Fire District as a village district, with all rights, duties, and obligations of such a district. The bill would have
also allocated responsibility for highway maintenance and fire protection between the village district and
town of Haverhill. There is currently a Supreme Court decision pending that could have implications on this
legislation. Additionally, the committee believes the issues that arise in this legislation are better resolved
by the parties themselves. Vote 17-0.

PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS

SB 543, establishing the state environmental adaptation, resilience, and innovation council. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Michael Edgar for Public Works and Highways. This bill will establish the State Environmental Adapta-
tion, Resilience, and Innovation Council, fostering proactive planning and risk management strategies across
state agencies to navigate environmental changes effectively. The proposed council’s composition includes
representatives from various sectors to ensure comprehensive planning and informed decision-making. Ad-
ditionally, the bill promotes collaboration and cost-savings to protect New Hampshire taxpayers’ investment
in infrastructure. It will work to address challenges to public health and to the tourism and recreation econo-
mies. The amended Senate version of this bill reaffirms that the council recognizes the exclusive role of the
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legislature in enacting policy through legislation and mandates approval by legislators and the Governor and
Council on the solicitation and use of grant funds. It provides a mechanism for collaboration with non-profits
on funding and staffing and establishes a fund for the receipt of federal grants. Vote 14-3.

SB 580-FN, (New Title) authorizing the sale of toll credits to fund a newly established noise barrier con-
struction fund for the design and construction of noise barrier projects. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Mark McConkey for Public Works and Highways. While the Public Works and Highways Committee is
sensitive to the residents of Teaberry Lane and many others that live along our highways that would benefit
from expanding our constructed noise barriers, due to strict federal highway requirements, they are not eli-
gible for federal funding. The committee heard testimony that new noise barrier construction costs typically
exceeds hundreds of thousands per mile and that money is not available for this purpose. While we credit the
sponsors for their innovative funding initiative using the sale of toll credits to establish a noise construction
fund, at present our allocation of federal turnpike toll credits is in decline and there is no assurance that our
present surplus will meet our highway needs going forward. Vote 18-0.

RESOURCES, RECREATION AND DEVELOPMENT

SB 547, relative to certain requirements relative to the LCHIP programs. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMEND-
MENT.

Rep. Suzanne Vail for Resources, Recreation and Development. The Land and Community Heritage Program
(LCHIP) serves as a vital funding source for preservation and conservation projects across New Hampshire,
covering historical, natural, and cultural initiatives. Since its inception in 2001, the LCHIP program has sig-
nificantly benefited 200 out of New Hampshire’s 235 communities. It has played a crucial role in preserving 172
historic structures and conserving 241,000 acres of land. The proposed bill aims to enhance the effectiveness
of the LCHIP program by providing important clarifications and adding definitions to the existing statute.
These changes are essential to ensure responsible stewardship of grant-funded programs established in col-
laboration with preservation organizations statewide. Specifically, the bill addresses ambiguity surrounding
the term “property” within the current statute. By defining this term more clearly, confusion regarding the
inclusion of all real estate interests, such as conservation easements, can be resolved. Additionally, the bill
proposes a clarification regarding the recapture provision. It exempts transfers to state agencies from trig-
gering the repayment provision, providing further clarity and streamlining processes. The amendment seeks
to remove ambiguity introduced by the term “historic preservation project,” which is not defined elsewhere in
statute. This clarification aims to prevent unintended expansion of the LCHIP program’s scope. Vote 20-0.

SB 549-FN, relative to procedures for inspection and transfer of dams and establishing a committee to study
alternatives for the funding, operation, maintenance, and repair of state-owned dams. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Will Darby for Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill primarily sets up a committee to study
alternatives for funding the operation, maintenance, and repair of state-owned dams. The state is responsible
for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of 273 state-owned dams and for the daily operation and maintenance
of 208 of those dam. Existing dam revenue sources, primarily the Dam Maintenance Fund from hydropower
facility leases, do not provide adequate funding, and from 2019 to 2023 over $23 million from general funds
and capital funds was required to cover these costs. To reduce this burden, the state is considering selling
or transferring state-owned dams to public or private entities, and this bill also specifies that proceeds from
these sales go into the Dam Maintenance Fund. Lastly, this bill enables the reclassification of non-menace
dams that due to inadequate design threaten downstream property. Currently dams cannot be reclassified
without changes to downstream conditions, which results in insufficient inspections for aging dams and risks
to downstream property in the case of dam failure. Vote 20-0.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY

SB 595-FN, relative to the rates for pole attachments. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Michael Vose for Science, Technology and Energy. Current law provides a six-part test to resolve disputes
between utility pole owners and the technology providers who need to rent space on those poles. This test has
proved inadequate to its purpose and this bill seeks to remove five of those six parts in favor of a Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC) approved formula that has been widely adopted nationally and validated by
the U.S. Supreme Court. As amended, the bill requires the Department of Energy to investigate how to create
a version of this formula that accommodates the needs of NH’s disparate pole user community. The investiga-
tion will determine how to compensate pole owners for their portion of the costs of owning, maintaining, and
operating poles arising from pole attachments; not discriminate among or against any single attaching entity,
including the pole owner; be transparent to all parties; and result in just and reasonable rates. Vote 17-0.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING

SB 408, establishing a committee to study the effects of the housing crisis on the disability community. IN-
EXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
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Rep. Ellen Read for Special Committee on Housing. This bill sets up a study committee to study the impact
of the housing crisis on the disability community. The House passed an identical bill, HB 1168, which the
Senate has also passed largely intact. The committee unanimously was comfortable concurring with the minor
changes made by the Senate, and therefore the Senate companion bill is unneeded. Vote 10-0.

TRANSPORTATION

SB 429, relative to the color of executive council official cover plates. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Gregory Hill for Transportation. The committee believes the color of the Executive Council cover plates
should be exclusive to Executive Council members. At one time that was the case, but for some reason the
policy changed and the committee feels returning to exclusive coloring is preferred. Vote 20-0.

SB 465-FN, (New Title) relative to motorist duties when approaching highway emergencies involving a stopped
or standing vehicle. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. George Sykes for Transportation. This bill adds stopped or standing vehicles as highway emergencies that
will require drivers to give a wide berth for stopped vehicles as long as they can do so safely. However, there
were sufficient questions about the bill, leading the committee to an interim study recommendation. Vote 20-0.

SB 467-FN, (New Title) authorizing the Injury Prevention Center to issue motor vehicle decal plates. OUGHT
TO PASS.

Rep. Charlie St. Clair for Transportation. This bill allows the Injury Prevention Center to issue motor vehicle
decal plates to raise funds for their cause. Vote 20-0.

SB 581, relative to temporary drivers licenses and non-driver identification cards. REFER FOR INTERIM
STUDY.

Rep. Ted Gorski for Transportation. This bill’s intent was supposed to be a cleanup bill requested by the
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV). However, upon review, the bill conflicted with current statute. As a
result, the committee recommended Interim Study to fix the conflicts. Vote 19-0.

SB 582, relative to providing an alternate address to the department of motor vehicles. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Matthew Coker for Transportation. This bill allows New Hampshire residents, upon request, who are or
will be temporarily absent from their residence, as defined in RSA 21:6-a, for a period of less than six months,
to designate an alternate mailing address outside of New Hampshire. The Director of the Division of Motor
Vehicles (DMV) will then be able to mail correspondence or products issued by the division to this alternate
address. The committee felt this bill addressed problems caused by the inability of DMV mail to be forwarded
through the traditional mail forwarding process. With many residents temporarily residing outside our state,
this is a common sense step to make life a bit easier for all involved. Vote 20-0.

SB 598-FN, requiring funeral procession lead vehicles to obey yield signs. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Marc Plamondon for Transportation. This bill clarifies the original intent for the lead vehicle to adhere to
all the rules of the road; before leading the funeral procession through a yield or stop intersection. Vote 20-0.

WAYS AND MEANS

SB 585-FN, relative to a property lien resulting from unpaid meals and rooms taxes. OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Walter Spilsbury for Ways and Means. This bill amends RSA 78-A:21, which provides that an “operator”
(as defined in that chapter) who is required to collect and transmit meals and rooms taxes paid by patrons
but “neglects or refuses to pay the tax after demand,” would then suffer the consequence of having a lien
placed on any property he owns, including his home. That provision goes on to describe in broad fashion, in
the case of a corporation and separately in the case of a limited liability company, which individuals involved
in that form of ownership entity could be vulnerable to this dramatic remedy. The bill, as passed by the Sen-
ate, made a very limited change to the sentence involving limited liability companies, deleting several words
to make the point that merely being a “member” of a limited liability company (LLC) would not necessarily
cause one to be deemed an “operator” within the reach of this provision. The committee, having agreed with
the bill’s purpose to limit the reach of this exposure, determined that an amendment is necessary to sort out
considerable confusion regarding the breadth of the term “operator” and also to align the LLC change to the
corporate situation as well as address partnership or trust interests consistently. The amendment, therefore,
shifts the focus away from describing the type of ownership entity, and one’s formal role in that organization,
instead towards the nature of the managerial or custodial responsibility of a particular individual who may
then logically be held responsible. A new sentence clarifies that a mere ownership interest in a corporation,
limited liability company, partnership, or trust shall not be enough to risk a lien on your assets, no less your
home. Further, another new sentence provides an express, but limited, grant of rulemaking authority to the
Department of Revenue Administration to allow them to utilize the sort of multi-factor indicators that they
presented to the committee. This amendment thereby expands on the purpose of making sure a culpable
individual can be held accountable while protecting passive owners with no direct involvement. Vote 17-0.
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THURSDAY, MAY 23
REGULAR CALENDAR

COMMERCE AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS

SB 558-FN, relative to insurance coverage for infertility treatments, protection from discrimination during
IVF treatments, parental leave, and adoption. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. John Hunt for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill requires insurance companies to cover fertility
treatment for up to six rounds of intrauterine insemination per plan year regardless of whether or not the
individual has a diagnosis of infertility. There is some question whether health insurance already covers for
this procedure, but the committee is committed to enacting legislation to insure that an individual can get
this treatment. This may be resolved this week with a floor amendment. Vote 18-0.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

SB 418-FN, (New Title) relative to refusal of consent to testing to determine alcohol concentration and penal-
ties for aggravated driving while intoxicated. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Dennis Mannion for the Majority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill increases the admin-
istrative license suspension for refusing to test for blood alcohol level. A first time refusal increases from 180
days to 1 year and from 2 years to 3 years for a second or subsequent refusal. The intent is to incentivize
taking the test. New Hampshire ranks at the bottom for blood alcohol level testing in the country. Vote 12-8.
Rep. Loren Selig for the Minority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. While the minority of the commit-
tee strongly agrees that no one should drive under the influence of any substance, we had concerns about
the increase in penalties and the impact of a lost license on those in the many areas of the state without
public transportation. We also heard testimony that the current forms used related to OUI are confusing.
We felt a better plan was to send this bill to interim study so that better notification of current law could be
communicated to the public and so the current forms can be modified to make sure the penalties are clear.

EDUCATION

SB 340, relative to communication between parents and school districts regarding special education.
OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Glenn Cordelli for Education. This bill provides that the school district may provide information regard-
ing a child’s special education program by electronic mail unless the parent elects to receive such information
by U.S. mail. Vote 20-0.

ELECTION LAW

CACR 22, relating to the New Hampshire presidential primary. Providing that the New Hampshire presidential
primary shall be the first presidential primary of a presidential election cycle. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION
Statement in support of Ought to Pass: With our First in the Nation Primary coming under attack, it is
imperative that we take further steps to protect New Hampshire’s status and place in the primary calendar. New
Hampshire is a small state and without a First in the Nation Primary, we would likely be overlooked and forgot-
ten and thus those voting for passage believe that we need to further elevate the primary into the Constitution.
Rep. James Qualey
Statement in support of Refer for Interim Study: This CACR would place the First in the Nation (FITN)
presidential primary into the NH Constitution for reasons that were not fully articulated in the committee. In
fact, in March the committee voted unanimously to find this CACR Inexpedient To Legislate for the reasons
that are set out in this report. While those voting for Interim Study emphatically endorse the policy of FITN
primary and support the long-standing existing statute that enshrines that policy, they do not believe the
venerable NH State Constitution of 1784 is the proper location for a policy affecting political parties. Constitu-
tions are fundamental laws that are meant to lay down basic principles of government that last not only for
a season, but for centuries. Constitutions are not the proper place to insert policies, including policies about
political party nominations. To let constitutions be the location for announcing policy commitments, however
urgently or unanimously held, will mean that constitutions change constantly. And with each new change,
the NH Constitution will lose a measure of its standing in the public mind, becoming more confusing as it
becomes longer. Nowhere in our US Constitution is there a reference to the operation of a political party. We
already have a statute in NH that accomplishes the same purpose as this proposed constitutional amendment,
which has worked well since it was enacted in 1975. Both major political parties have faced resistance from
their national leaders about NH being the FITN primary and have been successful each time in having their
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delegates seated--without a constitutional amendment. Placing this into the NH Constitution does not bind
other states or the leadership of any party. In addition, we have no idea who will pay for the campaign for
this constitutional amendment, which will probably run into the millions of dollars. And, what if it fails? A
failure will provide fuel to national FITN opponents and potentially jeopardize the primary moving forward.
The FITN primary is a critical part of NH’s culture and economy. We should not risk losing it with a bill
that is not enforceable against any state or political party, and which gives us no additional advantage in
securing FITN status.
Rep. Connie Lane

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION

SB 373, relative to the state building code. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Sherry Gould for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill requires the building code review
board to adopt an amendment to the state building code which limits air leakage to five air changes per hour,
rather than the three specified in the current energy code. This requirement has resulted in excessively tight
buildings, which retain excessive moisture and pollutants; it is no longer recommended as a standard, and in
fact the 2021 energy code specifies five air changes per hour. The building code review board (BCRB) decided
against the 2021 energy code and also that individual elements of that code would not be separately adopted,
no matter how sensible. The committee reviewed this specification, which has been recommended by New
Hampshire homebuilders, the CDC, and the EPA, among others, as better for the health of the residents. and
decided that it is our responsibility to overrule the BCRB when appropriate. This specification will amend the
state building and energy codes, not statute, for the convenience of all people using the codes. The amendment
restores HB 1252, a study committee for Native American affairs in New Hampshire that overwhelmingly
passed the House on a voice vote and was killed on the other side of the wall. The amendment does not change
the original bill language regarding important changes to the building code. Vote 13-2.

SB 440, relative to the board of optometry and the regulation of optometry. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Tony Lekas for the Majority of Executive Departments and Administration. This bill as amended would
permit optometrists to perform certain procedures that they are not currently permitted to do. However, that
is only after the board of optometry completes rulemaking under the RSA 541-A process that involves public
input on the proposed rules, a public hearing on them, the board responding to the public input, and a review
by the legislature through the Joint Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules. The bill requires that
the rules include the establishment of criteria to perform ophthalmic procedures with proficiency which must
include the establishment of minimum education, training, and live experience requirements for a person
to perform such procedures with proficiency, This means that before any optometrist who wants to perform
these procedures may do so, they must not only have completed the required education and training, but
they must have performed them on patients under supervision. No optometrists may perform any of these
procedures unless they have been certified by the board as having completed all requirements to be certified
to do them. Doing so would be grounds for suspension or revocation of their license. The bill also includes a
list of procedures and types of procedures that optometrists may not perform. This sets limits on what the
board of optometry may create rules to certify. The committee heard testimony that ophthalmologists spend
significantly longer in school and practical training than optometrists. That is true, but we also heard that
the scope of practice of an ophthalmologist is vastly greater than that of an optometrist’s, even if this bill
becomes law. Ophthalmologists first become medical doctors, which means that they are trained to treat any
part of the human body, not just the eyes. Optometrists do not need all of that training because their scope is
limited to the eye and related areas. Even in the treatment of problems related to the eye, ophthalmologists
are permitted to perform many procedures, particularly complex ones, that an optometrist is not and will
not be performing even if this bill goes into effect. The significant education and training that optometrists
are required to receive are largely related to treatment of the eye and not the rest of a person. The commit-
tee also heard concerns that there are few schools that offer the education and training that this bill would
require. That is because until recently only a couple of states permitted optometrists to have the scope of
practice this bill would allow. As a result schools of optometry were not permitted to provide that education
and training because it was not legal in the state they were located in or they didn’t offer it because the op-
tometrists they graduate would not be permitted to do them in much of the country. We heard this described
as a chicken or egg problem. That situation is changing. We heard that currently 12 states permit some or
all of these procedures to be done by optometrists and there is an expectation that number will increase. We
do not expect that the number of optometrists who do these additional procedures in New Hampshire will
grow quickly. Before any can the rulemaking process will need to be completed. That is likely to take more
than a year. Ophthalmologists will almost certainly be involved in providing input and comment on those
rules. We heard from the board that they plan to start with the education and training currently required
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of ophthalmologists for those procedures. Before any optometrists may perform these procedures they would
have to meet the education and training requirements defined in the rules, including performing procedures
on people under supervision. Now that more states are permitting these procedures, schools of optometry are
expected to expand the education and training they offer. Before that can happen states need to permit the
procedures to be done if opportunities for the necessary education and training are to become available. The
population of this state is aging. Unfortunately, as we age, we tend to need more care for problems with our
eyes. Expanding the procedures that optometrists may perform can increase access to that care. The commit-
tee heard that not only are there few ophthalmologists in the rural parts of the state and that some of those
that are available are not taking new referrals, but we also heard that there are access problems even in
urban areas such as Manchester. Those access problems are due less to the lack of nearby ophthalmologists
but due to cost. We heard that there were optometrists that had the training to do needed procedures and
who were willing to do them at a lower cost for those with difficulty paying but were not permitted to do so
under current statute. Members of the committee many other members of this body have seen many emails,
other communication, and even social media advertisements, that send the message that this bill would permit
people who are untrained to do eye surgery. This bill as amended absolutely does not do that. The commit-
tee worked to assure that before anyone is permitted to perform any such procedures on anyone’s eye, they
will have the education and training, including actually performing them on people under supervision, with
proficiency before they are licensed and certified to do them unsupervised. Vote 14-6. Rep. Dianne Schuett
for the Minority of Executive Departments and Administration. The bipartisan minority disagrees with
passage of this bill at this time. Concerns about access to care which the bill addresses are valid. However,
the committee only had time for one lengthy subcommittee meeting which was not enough time to delve into
all of the procedures involved in this bill. For example, clinical experience for training is only available at 2
schools far from the northeast. It seems we are rushing to provide convenience over qualification and putting
public safety at risk. We believe an Interim Study could honestly examine these very complicated issues.

FINANCE

SB 134-FN, relative to disability pensions for public safety employees who are victims of violence. OUGHT
TO PASS.

Rep. Joe Sweeney for Finance. This bill creates several new provisions for violent liability/death benefits. One,
it creates a new category of disability pensions relating to Group II members that are disabled due to a “violent
injury” that is likely to be permanent before attaining normal retirement age. Eligible members would receive
a benefit equal to 100% of “regular compensation” or an annual allowance of $75,000, which ever is greater,
with an annual 2.5% cost of living adjustment. In addition, the surviving beneficiaries are eligible for a 75%
survivor benefit upon the death of the member/retiree. Two, it expands the Group II accidental death benefit
to members who have not attained the normal retirement age, upon the death of a violently injured police or
fire member, will receive a state annuity payable equal to 75% of the members annual allowance calculated
as if the member had retired under a violent act injury disability. Lastly, this bill expands the medical insur-
ance benefits for violently injured members to include eligibility for the retiree health benefit plan regardless
of their age and number of years of creditable service with the state. During testimony, it was made clear to
the committee that only 2 retirees would currently qualify for this benefit. Vote 25-0.

SB 217-FN-A, establishing a rural and underserved area educator incentive program for higher education and
making an appropriation therefor. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT
TO PASS.

Rep. Tracy Emerick for the Majority of Finance. This bill has merit and should be considered during the
next budget cycle. Adopting this bill at this time would obligate future legislatures. In light of recent rev-
elations of accelerating liabilities due to youth detention center lawsuits, obligating a future legislature
is not recommended. Additionally, there is no fiscal note on this bill so future costs are not known. Vote
13-12. Rep. Mary Hakken-Phillips for the Minority of Finance. This bill creates a rural and underserved
area educator incentive program administered by the Department of Education to combat teacher shortages
in NH’s most economically disadvantaged public school districts. Eligible educators will apply for grant
payments for up to four years with a potential total accumulated value of $12,000 per grantee to the NH
Higher Education Commission, which will develop rules and protocols for determining the number of yearly
grant awards based on available funding. The program was modeled after the successful, Idaho incentive
program targeting rural teacher shortages and is supported by NH’s critical stakeholders. The initial gen-
eral funds appropriation of $1 for fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, is intended so the commission can begin
rule-making and build the program with the aspiration for increased appropriation in future biennia. The
minority believes passage of the bill is warranted given the near-zero fiscal impact, the potential return on
future investment, the Education Committee’s unanimous bipartisan support, and this body’s recent voice
vote to approve on consent.
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SB 311-FN-A-LOCAL, relative to property tax offset for the town of Hampstead and making an appropria-
tion therefor. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Jerry Stringham for Finance. This bill provides a one-time payment to the town of Hampstead of $191,166
in fiscal year 2025 to offset the impact to the town’s property tax base resulting from the state’s acquisition
of the Hampstead hospital. Hampstead Hospital is an accredited specialty hospital that serves the acute
psychiatric and substance related disorder needs of children, adolescents and young adults. As a state owned
facility, the state does not pay property taxes. A payment in lieu of taxes is used on occasion in New Hamp-
shire to offset lost revenues or to offset added costs. This payment was anticipated in the last year’s HB 2
but, was inadvertently excluded in the Senate version of the bill. As amended, this payment would come from
federal ARPA funds. Vote 24-1.

SB 337-FN, relative to doula and lactation service provider certification. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Karen Ebel for Finance. This bill would provide a voluntary doula certification process and a voluntary
lactation service certification process for lactation service providers run by the Office of Professional Licensure
and Certification (OPLC). This voluntary certification is being made available for the purposes of Medicaid
reimbursement. It should also make lactation services more widely available to new mothers, especially those
with limited resources. The committee understands that those services should be fully paid for by the federal
Medicaid program. SB 337 requires the OPLC to adopt rules concerning this certification, including specifying
acceptable accreditation organizations. The committee believes that the appropriation to OPLC for a position
of approximately $70,000 annually is well worth the investment. Anticipated revenues from licensing fees
will help defray OPLC costs. Vote 25-0.

SB 352-FN-A, establishing an early detection cancer screening pilot program for active and retired firefight-
ers. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Laura Telerski for Finance. Approximately 48.5% of firefighters will be diagnosed with some form of
cancer in their lifetime and they have a 14% higher risk of dying from cancer than the general population.
Occupational cancer is the leading cause of line-of-duty deaths in the fire service. Despite best practices
to reduce exposure to dangerous chemicals, the inherent risks of the job are unavoidable. Since we cannot
eliminate all risk, this bill implements an aggressive approach to detect cancer through a combination of
blood testing, ultrasound, and lung CT, if needed, to offer intervention and treatment early before cancer
can progress. The pilot program is capped at $5 million and will potentially screen nearly 4,000 active duty
and retired firefighters if they choose to participate. The amendment removes skin cancer checks which are
already covered by insurance, removes an individual maximum cost per person while keeping the $5 million
total cost, and it adds a final report which will deliver findings on the program. This pilot program will offer
screenings and early detection in order to deliver life-saving intervention and treatment before the disease
has significantly progressed, while reducing long-term costs overall for patient, employers, and insurance
providers. Vote 25-0.

SB 355-FN, relative to newborn screening for cytomegalovirus. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Maureen Mooney for Finance. Cytomegalovirus (aka CMV) can cause hearing loss in infants if not de-
tected early. This bill, as amended by the House Finance Committee, does the following: 1.) directs the Com-
missioner of the Department of Health and Human Services to amend current rule He-P 3008.15 to require
individuals conducting newborn hearing screening and diagnostic hearing evaluation reports to include the
results of the screening if the infant does not pass, 2.) allows parents to opt-out of CMV screenings, and 3.)
directs the Department of Health and Human Services to provide information on the importance of early detec-
tion through the newborn screening program and include an update on targeted newborn CMV screening to
the oversight committee for inclusion in the department’s annual report. Additionally, the effective date has
been changed to January 1, 2025. The bill allocates approximately $26,000 of taxpayer dollars from general
funds to fund 20% of a part time position. This position is needed for working with hospitals on CMV testing
and reporting. The committee feels this is an appropriate use of public funds. Vote 25-0.

SB 369-FN-A, directing the office of professional licensure and certification to provide notice of public meetings
and an opportunity for comment, creating a new position, and making an appropriation therefor. OUGHT
TO PASS.

Rep. Joe Sweeney for Finance. This bill changes requirements for public meeting notices by boards supervised
by the Office of Professional Licensure and Certification. Board meetings would need to be posted 14 days
prior to a meeting, and records would need to be made available seven days prior to a meeting to allow ad-
equate time for the public to make arrangements to participate. The bill also requires the boards to provide
opportunities for public and private comment. The bill allows for exceptions to these requirements in the cases
of emergency hearings, disciplinary and non-disciplinary remedial proceedings, and unlicensed practice hear-
ings. Lastly the bill creates an attorney II position and makes an appropriation for the position. Vote 25-0.

SB 393-FN, (New Title) relative to making an appropriation to the department of environmental services to
fund regional drinking water infrastructure. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
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Rep. Joe Sweeney for Finance. This bill allocates a total of $6,500,000 to the Department of Environmental
Services for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, to support Phase 2 of the Southern New Hampshire Re-
gional Water Project. This appropriation includes $2,000,000 from state general funds and $4,500,000 from
a combination of federal funds and the Drinking Water and Groundwater Trust Fund established under RSA
485-F. The funding is designated for the enhancement of regional drinking water infrastructure to address
contamination issues from per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) and to meet increasing water demands.
Specifically, the bill facilitates the design and engineering of necessary ancillary projects, the installation of
chemical feed systems at existing water storage tanks in Derry and Salem, and the elevation of Lake Massa-
besic’s water level. Vote 25-0.

SB 396-FN-A, relative to making an appropriation to the culinary arts program at the Wilbur H. Palmer
Regional Career and Technical Education Center. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Mary Heath for Finance. The majority finds that there was a miscommunication between the NH De-
partment of Education and the Wilbur H. Palmer Regional Career and Technical Education Center at Alvirne
High School in Hudson, wherein the department provided approval for an add on project and the project was
completed and then the approval was rescinded. The school district acted in good faith based upon a con-
versation with the department. The department agreed there had been a mistake. This bill serves to make
the school district whole after the partial application was denied by the department. The full appropriation
had previously been allocated during the state budget process. The funds for this purpose will come from the
Education Trust Fund. Vote 21-4.

SB 403-FN, (New Title) relative to the health care workforce. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Mary Jane Wallner for Finance. This bill extends the deadline of the legislative commission on the in-
terdisciplinary primary care workforce. Positions of and regulations of community health workers are estab-
lished. The bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to submit a Title XIX Medicaid state
plan amendment to allow for reimbursement of services provided by certified community health workers. As
amended the bill directs the department to use federal funds where available as well as general funds within
the department’s existing budget, with approval of the fiscal committee, to sustain the work of community
health workers throughout the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025. Vote 25-0.

SB 404-FN, (Second New Title) relative to expanding child care professionals’ eligibility for the child care
scholarship program. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Mary Jane Wallner for Finance. This bill expands the childcare scholarship program to include the chil-
dren of childcare professionals. The scholarship will be available to families with incomes at or below median
state income. The Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) is required to submit any waiver or
request required to the US Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Childcare to use federal funds
for this initiative. DHHS also must provide a report to the legislature on this assistance program. Vote 23-1.

SB 406-FN-A, (New Title) making an appropriation to the department of health and human services to in-
crease rates for shelter programs. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Laura Telerski for Finance. This bill as amended appropriates $2.5 million to the Department of Health
and Human Services for the purpose of increasing the daily rates paid to shelter programs. The amendment
specifies that American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds, or any other federal funds, be used first before general
funds. Programs receiving funding shall prioritize veterans to the greatest extent practicable. The other side
of the housing crisis is the dramatic and unprecedented demand for shelter services and the 13 agencies, and
950 beds statewide just aren’t enough. While the daily rate was increased with the latest budget cycle to $20,
this funding would enable an increase to $27, when the actual cost is closer to $47. While this additional fund-
ing is a band-aid to a larger problem it will be a much needed boost to keep our existing programs open and
running and prevent any dialing back of services which could be devastating to our communities. Vote 23-2.

SB 409-FN, relative to reimbursement for ambulance services under the state Medicaid plan. OUGHT TO
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Jerry Stringham for Finance. Ambulance services have become an increasingly important cog in the
granite state’s healthcare system and under great stress. A significant portion of an ambulance service’s calls
do not lead to the transport from one location to another and therefore are not reimbursed. An example of such
a service is an emergency call where an ambulance is dispatched to a location to assist an individual suffering
from a drug overdose. The ambulance provider drives to the scene, delivers narcan, saves the person’s life and
the ambulance returns to its station with no transport. Under current Medicaid rules, ambulance companies
providing such services would not receive any reimbursement. SB 409 provides an appropriation of $500,000
of general funds to compensate ambulance providers for non-transport medical services for Medicaid patients
and to become eligible for partial payment from CMS. Vote 25-0.

SB 417-FN, relative to out-of-home placements for children. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMEND-
MENT. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
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Rep. J.R. Hoell for the Majority of Finance. The bill addresses the current issues with out of state placement
for children and young adults that have been removed from their parents due to abuse or neglect. The initial
draft of the bill required significant work and the Senate adopted three separate amendments prior to sending
it to the House. The House Children and Family Law Committee initially heard the bill and recommended,
on an 11-0 OTPA motion, a fourth amendment to address the serious underlying issues with the bill. The
amendment failed to pass on the floor and the motion to table the bill failed by a mere four votes. The Finance
Committee went through the bill section by section to address the policy issues that were not repaired in
the C&FL amendment, optimize the process to reduce the time that the children would be in state care, as
well as teasing out mechanisms to reduce the cost of facilitating the program. The priority of the committee
was to limit the number of children that would be placed in out-of-state locations, or kept in hotels or group
homes, until another location could be found. The baseline for all of these changes was the bill as adopted
the second time from the Senate. Given the recent incidents of abuse of New Hampshire children that were
sent to out-of-state placements, such as what took place at Bledsoe Youth Academy in Gallantin, Tennessee,
the committee amendment added the additional requirement that the director of DCYF provide written ap-
proval for any out-of-state placements and kept the current language of the “least restrictive” environment
being in care within the state of New Hampshire. During the review, the issues with the underlying law
were brought to light as the current statute forces an innocent parent (one not accused of abuse or neglect)
to petition the court for a hearing to be allowed to take custody of their own children. This underlying law
forces the parent to prove their fitness and innocence to the court, a clear departure and violation of our tra-
ditional view of innocence until proven guilty. This creates additional and unnecessary court hearings. The
amendment changes the presumption from the parent needing to prove their innocence to the parent being
presumed fit and the Department of Heath and Human Services (DHHS) needing to prove that the parent
is unfit if they have reason to file such a motion. The amendment updated the standard for evidence from
“a preponderance of the evidence” to “clear and convincing evidence.” The standard of “clear and convincing
evidence” is a standard that we use in many other parts of the law including, but not limited to current bail
hearings. Current court guidelines for guardianship of a minor use the following language: “the person must
prove by clear and convincing evidence that the best interests of the minor...” Furthermore, in DHHS rules
[He-C 203.14 - Standards and Burden of Proof, (a) Standards of proof applied by a presiding officer in a hear-
ing shall include...” there are clear definitions for both standards: “Preponderance of the evidence,” which
means there is sufficient evidence to prove that a fact or conclusion is not only possible, but also probable;”
and “Clear and convincing evidence,” which means there is sufficient evidence to prove that a fact or conclu-
sion is highly probable.” Increasing the standard slightly to the clear and convincing evidence standard will
help reduce the number of spurious cases heard by the court and allow the Judicial Branch to focus on the
cases where there are real concerns. Next, the amendment addresses concerns raised that parents who own
firearms experience discrimination that negatively affects their judicial outcomes. The amendment makes
it clear that mere ownership does not make a home “unsafe” and that this one factor should not be weighed
against the parent. The amendment ensures that any cooperation with the department be weighed in favor
of the non-accused parent as the committee felt that incentivising future parents to cooperate is a better
model than the punishment mechanisms in the bill as sent over from the Senate. The amendment adopts
cleaner language about the priority of placement with “related adult, or with kin, as defined in RSA 1700e:25,
VIII” as the priority placement option. These changes all streamline the process of placement and will help
facilitate getting children into homes where their unique needs can be met. Vote 13-12. Rep. David Preece
for the Minority of Finance. This bill came to Finance Division III with a vote of 11-0 from Children and
Family Law and a decisive House vote. In light of troubles with an out-of-state placement of a child in need,
legislators of both parties went to work on improving policy and procedure. The bill delineates various policies
and procedures to protect at-risk children and provides the best possible care for them. The amendment, in
part, puts into statute a definition of “fictive kin,” crafted by a multi-state, bipartisan committee. However,
the Finance Committee narrowly passed an amendment, which the minority believes would put more chil-
dren at risk. The new amendment changes Sections 2, 4, and 6, the “contrary to the safety and wellbeing”
of the child or siblings to “contrary to the welfare.” The amendment would go against the primary purpose
of current statute 169-C: 2, the mandatory reporting of suspected instances of child abuse or neglect, which
protects children whose life, health, or welfare is endangered. The child’s best interest shall be the court’s
primary consideration in all proceedings under this chapter. The second significant change in Section 3 of
the amendment regards parental fitness hearings. The amendment changes the language of “presumption of
fitness” to “deemed fit,” which is legal language that would indicate a finding. It also changes the standard of
proof required from “preponderance of the evidence,” used throughout RSA 169-C, including what is needed
for DCYF to remove a child from a parent, to “clear and convincing.” The comparison to bail standards is
entirely misleading and misplaced, as bail is criminal in nature and not addressed in RSA 169-C, a civil
procedure meant to protect children. Again, this would put more children at risk. The third change in the
Amendment that would probably cause potential danger to children at risk is the changes made to “unique
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needs,” which is an incomplete definition, excluding essential factors such as psychological and educational.
If a definition of “unique needs,” excluding the clause “and whether or not the parent is adequately prepared
to address those needs,” which is essential to the safety of that child. In summary, the minority believes the
amendment does not protect children.

SB 453-FN-A, making an appropriation to the statewide voter registration system. MAJORITY: REFER
FOR INTERIM STUDY. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Dan McGuire for the Majority of Finance. This bill combines $450,000 from the general fund with
$100,000 from HAVA funds to pay for the creation of an online voter registration portal and other improve-
ments to the registration database. The problem is that the companion bill that implements these policies,
HB 463, may not be passed, and therefore we would have allocated $450,000 to the Secretary of State for no
purpose. The correct action is for the allocation of funds to be attached to the policy bill so that they can rise
or fall together. Vote 13-12. Rep. Karen Ebel for the Minority of Finance. This bill would make a $450,000
appropriation to the Secretary of State to incorporate additional capabilities into the Statewide Voter Reg-
istration System, such as an election information portal and maintaining the system. The recommendation
of Division I of the Finance Committee on SB 453 was unanimously Ought to Pass. HB 463, which passed
the House, is directly related to SB 453. HB 463 directed the Secretary of State to develop, in consultation
with city and town clerks and supervisors of the checklist, an online election law portal. The portal would
make registration easier for citizens of New Hampshire, especially those with disabilities and active-duty
members of the armed forces. HB 463 had no associated appropriation, which necessitated the introduction
and passage of SB 453 to fund the project. At the time of the Finance Committee’s executive session on SB
453, the committee was advised that the Senate Election Law and Municipal Affairs Committee intended to
recommend Interim Study on HB 463, which would make the money unnecessary. Because the Senate Election
Law Committee was meeting when the Finance Committee was exec’ing SB 453, it could not be conclusively
confirmed that the Senate Election Law Committee had made a committee recommendation on SB 453 or
if it was, in fact, recommending Interim Study. But, regardless of the recommendation, the minority feels a
motion of Ought to Pass is the appropriate motion since the Senate had not yet voted on a Senate Election
Law Committee recommendation, it conforms with the division recommendation, supports the House position
on HB 463 and did not try to anticipate what the Senate might do. If, in fact, the Senate does vote Interim
Study on HB 463, the appropriation of SB 453, would not be required as that would mean the election law
portal will not be created.

SB 455-FN, relative to Medicaid reimbursement rates for prosthetic and orthotic devices. OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Jerry Stringham for Finance.

This bill provides a supplemental appropriation to the Medicaid payment rates for prosthetic and orthotic
devices needed for Medicaid patients. These medical devices include back and knee braces, orthotics and
many products to help correct injured or malformed parts of the body. The current payment level, according
to DHHS, is at 80% of the full Medicaid rate table. The supplemental $620,000 appropriation would provide
an increase to most products and a reduction in a few so that the one-time rate adjustment would be to 90% of
the Medicare rates. Such increases are needed as low payment has created access issues. The Medicare base
also serves as a more accurate base for reimbursement for these essential services. This increase represents
the floor payment that NH Medicaid contractors can pay for covered prosthetic and orthotic devices. Vote 25-0.

SB 456-FN, (New Title) relative to the state loan repayment program for qualified nursing professionals,
and making an appropriation therefor. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Laura Telerski for the Majority of Finance. In a very modest expansion of the successful 25-year Student
Loan Repayment Program (SLRP) within the Department of Health and Human Services, this bill makes an
appropriation of $300,000 to be directed specifically toward nursing professionals. While we know that there
is a workforce shortage generally in the healthcare field, the shortage of nurses is particularly acute, forcing
many provider organizations to hire high numbers of costly traveling nurses and not infrequently forcing limits
on bed capacity of hospitals and long-term care facilities. Those in the majority understand that the healthcare
workforce shortage is a complex puzzle with multiple causes. High student loan burdens are just one stressor
for those in the field. Nevertheless, student loan repayment is an effective proven method of recruiting and
retaining workers who commit to a three-year contract in designated shortage areas, such as Coos County.
The increased assistance that this appropriation will provide will be extremely meaningful to both individual
nurses and the organizations that employ them. It is estimated that this bill could translate to an additional
25,000 patient visits. Vote 15-10. Rep. Jess Edwards for the Minority of Finance. The minority agrees with
the minority of the policy committee. The numbers received in testimony was different than received by the
policy committee. The bill adds $300,000 in general funds to a preexisting forgiveness program. As a result,
Division III was able to be told that approximately six people would benefit, each receiving about $50,000.
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This is to entice these college educated individuals to work in underserved areas. Those underserved areas
tend to be those with the most poverty. The median income in those areas is probably about $50,000 with a
higher proportion of people who did not choose to go to college. This bill has the state subsidizing a student
loan taken out by a medical professional which is in turn effectively paid for by plumbers, carpenters, small
business owners and the like. The state should not be putting its thumb on the economic scales to such an
extreme extent.

SB 463-FN, expanding access to court-appointed counsel for children in dependency proceedings. OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. David Preece for Finance. This bill came to Finance Division III with a vote of 11-0 from Children and
Family Law and a decisive House vote. The Finance Committee supports the passage of SB 463- FN. This
bill makes various changes regarding the appointment of counsel for children, including providing a right to
an attorney in certain situations. This bill amends the NH Child Protection Act (the “Act”) to give the family
division judges the discretion to appoint counsel for children in abuse and neglect cases at any time. It adds
a new provision to the Act requiring the mandatory appointment of counsel for children placed in, or who are
at risk of being placed in, any group home or residential childcare institution as defined by RSA 170-E:25 or
certified by the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) for the care of the children placed under
RSA 169-C or in any state-operated residential treatment program. It adds a provision to the Act granting
appointed counsel the right to view and have copies of the child’s medical, psychological, and educational
records. It adds a new provision to the Foster Care Bill of Rights requiring notice to the child of their right to
appointed counsel. Passing this bill will stop NH from being an outlier and from failing to protect children’s
rights by protecting them in the same way as most other states. The Finance Committee passed Amendment
2024-1971h, which deletes Section 4, Positions Established and Appropriation, from the bill and replaces it
with a phased-in scheduled appointment for counsel for children already placed in any group home, childcare
institution, or state operated residential treatment home programs. Vote 25-0.

SB 476-FN, making a capital appropriation to the department of corrections toward the replacement of the
New Hampshire state prison for men. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Karen Ebel for Finance. The New Hampshire State Prison for Men was built in 1878 with additions
and renovations made in the 1980’s. Many expensive capital projects and infrastructure improvements will
be needed over the next five to ten years to maintain the viability of the facility. This bill approves a capital
appropriation to the Department of Corrections (DOC) in the amount of $40 million for architectural, engineer-
ing, programming and design and construction documents for a replacement state men’s prison. The annual
expense for debt payments for the bonding for this expenditure is approximately $4.6 million annually. When
added to the $10 million already appropriated for planning in last biennium’s capital budget, the department
will now have adequate funds to proceed. The division heard convincing testimony from DOC on the need to
replace this facility. If a new prison is not constructed, the current aged prison will require an extensive invest-
ment in repairs approaching that of the estimated facility replacement cost of between $550 and $600 million.
Construction costs will continue to rise and this project has been delayed for too long. Preparing the necessary
documents to construct a prison is a sound, necessary first step toward understanding what is required to
build a new correctional facility. The commissioner assured Division 1 of the Finance Committee that she is
already researching other prison plans around the country to try to learn from them and reduce engineering
costs to the extent possible. The House Committee on Public Works and Highways, the policy committee,
heard extensive testimony on the need for a new men’s prison and recommended passage of SB 476. The bill
passed the House with much support. Division members questioned the State Treasurer extensively on the
state’s bonding capacity and the impact of this off-cycle appropriation on future bonding capability, our bond
rating and debt service affordability. She reassured the division that while she will continue to encourage
the state to follow the conservative bonding approach NH has always followed in developing the state’s capi-
tal budget, she understands the importance of this project and felt the state could afford this appropriation.
Looking ahead, the division also discussed with the Treasurer, how, if approved, the extraordinary expense
of constructing a new men’s prison could be structured. On the basis of the Treasurer’s advice, the commis-
sioner’s reassurance of sound planning and the clear need for a new prison, the committee recommends this
capital expenditure. Vote 24-1.

SB 499-FN, relative to reduction of hunger for children, older adults, and people with disabilities. MAJOR-
ITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. J.R. Hoell for the Majority of Finance. The bill as sent over from the Senate was an unfunded omnibus
collection of various supplemental food programs for both children and seniors. Some of these programs would
be overseen by the Department of Education and some by the Department of Health and Human Services.
The fiscal note on version passed by the Senate estimated the increase to state and federal spending would
be over $12 million in FY25 and over $8 million for each of the following two years. The issue with the bill
and for most of the programs contained in the bill was either no appropriation was made or there was a
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token $1 assigned to the fund with the hope of getting some money from the Federal Government to fund
these programs. The version passed by the Senate did allocate $500,000 towards one of the reduced lunch
programs. The bill was assigned to the House Education Committee which vacated it to the Finance Commit-
tee by-passing both the Education and Health and Human Services policy committees. While reviewing the
costs and the programs, the entire Finance Committee agreed with one change relative to simplification of the
process for seniors applying for SNAP benefits. This program had a modest cost to implement and there was a
real possibility that the state would see a savings in reduced labor content of processing annual applications.
This was a $37,500 expense. The majority of the committee thought that the balance of the other programs
needed additional thought and if desired could be put into future legislation. The summer EBT card program
to help children in low income families while they did not have access to the free and reduced lunches had
some appeal, but there was a $1,000,000 implementation cost. The majority thought that this program needed
additional planning and created an amendment that asked DHHS to put together a request for quotes and a
project plan on how to implement the summer EBT food program in time for legislation to be drafted for the
following year. In addition to the costs of the program not being accounted for, Division III heard in public
testimony that even if the summer EBT program passed and was signed into law in June of 2024, there was
no effective way to have the program set up to transfer funds to these EBT cards for use over the summer
of 2024 and the more likely time would be middle to late October when the children are already back in the
school where they have access to the current free and reduced lunch programs. The majority thought that
asking the Department to put together a workable plan was worth spending money on. The amendment au-
thorized $50,000 to allow the department to use internal or external resources to develop a project plan that
could be reviewed and put into next year’s legislation. The other programs that were covered in the bill were
not ready for implementation nor was there sufficient evidence that they would be successful. Vote 13-12.
Rep. Laura Telerski for the Minority of Finance. The bill as amended directs the Department of Health and
Human Services (DHHS) to participate in the Elderly Simplified Application project within the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) which provides food assistance to eligible older adults and people
with disabilities, as well as putting out RFPs to develop a plan for implementing summer EBT. The minority
amendment also implements the Elderly Simplified Application but also directs DHHS to participate in the
federal summer EBT program. Summer is a time when children whose families have low incomes are food
insecure because they cannot eat free or reduced meals while at school. Food insecurity has negative effects
on children’s development and on their physical and mental health into adulthood. Summer EBT gives fami-
lies a small amount of support ($40 per child, for each summer month) to help feed children while school is
not in session. The benefits for summer EBT are 100% covered by the federal government and the costs to
administer the program are split between the state and the federal government. Based on current enroll-
ment of NH students who receive free and reduced school meals, 37,329 children would be eligible. If they
all participate in the program, an additional $4,479,480 in federal dollars will be brought into the state and
be spent on food at our corner stores and local markets. The return on investment for these dollars is likely
to be between $6.7-$8 million. Both programs are itemized in the bill at a cost of $1,103,000. The majority
amendment leaves open the question about whether the program could even be implemented in Summer 2025
because the appropriated amount is just a fraction of what DHHS stated is needed. The minority believes the
investment of these state funds to get the program off the ground are an integral investment to feed hungry
kids, while making it easier for seniors and disabled persons to continue to receive SNAP.

SB 553-FN, requiring that funds held by the public deposit investment pool be invested in New Hampshire.
MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Joe Sweeney for the Majority of Finance. This bill as amended encourages the retention of taxpayer
funds to support New Hampshire’s economy, adds additional protections through collateralized and insured
funds while maintaining investment flexibility for municipal finance officers. This legislation will allow us to
take advantage of the downstream impacts of keeping taxpayer funds local through increased lending capacity
for families and small businesses, generating more economic activity and tax revenues to our cities, towns and
the state. The amendment addresses concerns raised by municipalities and the State Treasurer and states the
investment advisor “shall to strive to maintain no less than 30% of funds” in insured or collateralized bank
deposits within New Hampshire and sets a goal for the Treasurer and Advisory Committee to maintain the
highest credit rating attainable. The new language will be repealed through a sunset provision on December
30, 2030. Similar requirements are present in other states like New York, Iowa, and Missouri, where por-
tions of the pool are invested in local banks. Notably, all three pools, like PDIP, hold an AAAm rating, and
their rates of return are comparable to ours. Passing SB 553 with the amendment not only supports the New
Hampshire economy by encouraging local investment but also maintains a high rate of return and pool rat-
ing. Vote 16-9. Rep. Gerald Griffin for the Minority of Finance. The public deposit investment pool (PDIP)
was created some 30 years ago and it has been a great success. Its goal has always been to obtain the best
return available with safe investments. In that time it has never lost money, and has grown to nearly $700
million invested by counties and municipalities. SB 553 seeks to change the pool’s investment policy in two
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ways: investments must be deposited in New Hampshire banks and they must be “insured or collateralized.”
The committee’s amendment softens those requirements by reducing the percentage from 100% to 30%. All
the uses of the pool we heard from oppose the law due to the likely deterioration of their investment returns.
In 2023 the law was amended to place the trust under the State Treasurer. The State Treasurer and the
pool’s Advisory Committee are currently reviewing and developing policies and objectives for the pool. The
Legislature should let that process play out without mandating a geographical constraint on that process
that may limit the pool’s returns. Support the judgement of your county, city and your town’s treasurers by
opposing this bill, so a motion of Interim Study may be made.

SB 567-FN, (New Title) directing the commissioner of the department of health and human services to compile
a report on the availability of mifepristone and misoprostol. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Jess Edwards for the Majority of Finance. This bill requires the department to proactively protect and
expand access, increase outreach and education, and identify barriers to protecting or expanding access to
only two by-name drugs privately manufactured and marketed. The bill is unnecessary and inappropriate.
The bill is unnecessary because the Board of Pharmacy could have produced this report already had the bill
sponsors asked them. The bill is inappropriate for a longer set of reasons. The Supreme Court is reviewing,
in part, issues related to safety and effectiveness protocols. food and drug administration v. alliance for hip-
pocratic medicine was argued before the US Supreme Court on March 26, 2024. Prior to those arguments,
the court received approximately 100 amici curiae. A key question before the court was whether FDA’s 2016
and 2021 actions regarding mifepristone were arbitrary and capricious. The underlying bill intends to com-
mit the executive branch to advocating for expanded access to two drugs that are commonly available. The
physician/patient interaction is usually outside the legislature’s purview. There are no known barriers to New
Hampshire physicians counseling and facilitating access to these drugs despite the presumption taken by
the bill. The NH General Court should suspend legislation regarding expanding access to mifepristone and
misoprostol pending confirmation that the FDA’s actions have been consistent with their obligations to assure
the safety and effectiveness these drugs to avoid the possibility of placing the state’s Department of Health
and Human Services in the role of advocating for drugs that have not been vetted properly. The department
does not have a role in promoting or dissuading expanded access to any medication. The bill proposes a new
precedent whereby the department would become an arbiter in evaluating the quality of the FDA’s federal
role and would insert it into the private physician/patient relationship. The department is busy doing the
work authorized in law in a nonpartisan manner. Bringing them into taking a position in a political debate
would undermine their critical credibility. Tainting the department as just another overtly political actor on
an extremely crowded stage would undermine the public’s faith in time of declared emergency and it would
jeopardize public health as the department’s guidance would be viewed as political, rather than policy. Danco,
the manufacturer, reported less than two years ago that it had ample supply and that it was working with
federal regulators to make the drug available in pharmacies by the end of 2022. The bill would effectively
cause the State of NH to partner with Danco whose only product is mifespristone. The drugmaker doesn’t
make it’s income statement public. Danco’s leadership decided over two decades ago that they would keep its
management, structure and finances private. The General Court should respect their privacy and not invest
taxpayer money into supporting Danco’s unknown marketing budget. US drug shortages reached a record
high with 323 meds now in short supply. The shortages affect everything from generic cancer drugs to ADHD
medication. There are strong arguments for identifying the barriers to protecting or expanding access to
these other lifesaving, health-enhancing drugs. Vote 13-12. Rep. Laura Telerski for the Minority of Finance.
Medication abortion is a safe, legal, and important component of reproductive health care in New Hampshire.
Mifepristone and misoprostol is the drug combination prescribed by health care providers for abortion early
in pregnancy, up until the 11th week. Medication abortion, specifically mifepristone, is at risk due to a US
Supreme Court ruling which could restrict access nationwide - including here in New Hampshire - as early
as next month. Access to health care, and in particular, to reproductive health care, varies throughout the
state. While members of the minority recognize that the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)
could compile this report without legislation, we believe that this is an important policy area in which the
legislature should give specific direction to DHHS about an initiative that could inform both DHHS and the
legislature about any changes needed to ensure access to this important reproductive health care throughout
the state. The fiscal impact is less than $10,000.

SB 591-FN-A, modifying definitions, claims procedures, and funding relating to the youth development cen-
ter settlement fund and claims administration. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Dan McGuire for the Majority of Finance. This bill adds $60 million to the settlement fund for the YDC
lawsuits. This amount is expected to pay our expenses until July 1, 2025. The bill also makes various changes
to the settlement terms. These changes were negotiated with the plaintiffs’ attorneys. They include extending
the settlement window by six months in hopes of getting more settlements and fewer court cases, putting a
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$75 million cap on the state’s annual settlement costs, and a 5% interest rate on settlements that are paid over
time. We expect that level of expense to continue for many years. The majority’s amendment simply removes
the ability of those funds to be borrowed. Instead they will have to be budgeted with the state’s other operat-
ing expenses. While it is appropriate to borrow when necessary for capital projects such as roads, prisons or
other infrastructure that will be used for many decades, it is not appropriate to borrow to pay current expenses
such as this settlement fund. The annual $75 million cost cap means that we are effectively already borrowing
from the victims and paying them 5% interest. To further borrow the annual $75 million cost itself and pay
even more interest on that is fiscally unsound, to put it mildly. Vote 13-12. Rep. Mary Jane Wallner for the
Minority of Finance. This bill was brought forward after extensive negotiations and agreement between the
Attorney General and attorneys representing over 1,000 survivors of childhood abuse at the Youth Development
Center. The bill makes numerous changes in claims procedures, definitions and scope of conduct covered under
the administrative process. The bill was carefully crafted by the Attorney General, the fund administrator and
claimants’ counsel. The majority amendment deletes from the legislation the ability of the State Treasurer,
with the approval of the Joint Fiscal Committee and the Governor and Council, to issue bonds in order to meet
the state’s obligation if additional funds are needed. The amendment came to the committee at the last minute
and there was no consultation with the Attorney General about the effect the deletion of this section will have
on the settlement fund and the carefully crafted negotiations with claimants’ counsel.

SB 596-FN, relative to the definition of disability or special needs under the child care scholarship program.
MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Jess Edwards for the Majority of Finance. The majority believes that this important program needs a
study committee to ensure the services provided to children are included and that those services be integrated
into a Medicaid and public-school set of services. This bill untethers RSA 167 to expand on the eligibility for
receipt of childcare fee assistance to those children that “displays, or is at risk for, delayed social or emotional
development.” The stated goal was to get more money to our childcare providers. Each additional child that
can be construed to fit within a potentially boundless definition would result in about $100 per month/per
child to childcare centers. There is nothing expected in return for the extra funding. There’s been discussion
of what might possibly happen if the childcare providers get the extra money, but it is all best-case thinking
with nothing in the bill to spell out their obligations or even the General Court’s expectations. The net to be
cast to bring in more eligible kids is constructed by an assessment tool that has not been selected and for
which no criteria for selection has been identified. The proponents want to adopt a “trust the department”
approach when the department says there are a range of assessment tools that could be used. The guidelines
for which professional is required to conduct the assessment is set at too low a threshold of “other approved
licensed professional.” The standard of care ought to at least be a Masters-level qualification. The bill would
allow the childcare facility to do the assessment and have the certification generate more revenue without
expectation of how they should spend it. A study committee ought to be formed if the goal is to help children
as opposed to increasing the amount of money flowing to childcare centers and later to public schools for
serving more “special needs” kids. The assessment, care provided, and integration with Medicaid and the
schools was noticeably left out of the bill and requires thoughtful consideration to develop a reasonable
financial estimate for the costs to the childcare fees, Medicaid services, and IEPs. A narrowly defeated policy
committee recommendation was that the bill “should be studied to first determine state responsibility, second
to determine need, and then, if a need and responsibility is found, it should be far more narrowly tailored as
to mitigate potential iatrogenic risks.” The majority of Finance concurs and has approved an amendment to
create an appropriate study committee. Vote 13-12. Rep. Mary Jane Wallner for the Minority of Finance.
The minority opposes the majority position on SB 596. In contrast to the majority position, this bill does not
create a new program but instead expands an existing initiative in the NH Childcare Scholarship Program to
address the growing gap in access to childcare that children with disabilities and complex needs face. Without
passage of SB 596 childcare providers in all settings will continue to be faced with the difficult decisions of
ether excluding these children, reducing enrollments or increasing tuitions for all families. Federal funds are
available to support the expanded initiative. The majority amendment creating a committee to study this
issue only causes delay in meeting the needs of these very young children.

SB 604-FN-A, providing a death benefit for a New Hampshire hospital security officer killed in the line of
duty. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Gerald Griffin for Finance. This bill will be called the Bradley Hass Act. It honors the memory of Bradley
Hass, a retired police chief, who was shot and killed while working as a security guard at our state hospital.
The bill provides a $100,000 death benefit to the family of Officer Hass. This is the amount that he would
have been entitled to, had he been a sworn law enforcement officer a the time of his death. Vote 22-2.

FISH AND GAME AND MARINE RESOURCES

SB 503, relative to requiring a criminal background check when applying for a fish and game guide license.
OUGHT TO PASS.
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Rep. David Paige for Fish and Game and Marine Resources. This bill requires that new applicants for a New
Hampshire guide’s license be fingerprinted and subject to a criminal history records check, including a check
through the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Currently when the department runs background checks on ap-
plicants they can only get the records for crimes within New Hampshire, not any criminal record from actions
in other states. The committee agrees that this bill is necessary to ensure applicants with criminal records
outside of New Hampshire that should preclude them from guiding are identified. Vote 16-0.

HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS

SB 402, (New Title) relative to allowing pharmacists to administer influenza, COVID-19, and other FDA
licensed vaccines without explicit approval from the general court. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Gary Merchant for the Majority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. Pharmacists play a vital
role in administering vaccines licensed by the Federal Drug Administration (FDA) and recommended by the
United States Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for vaccination. Currently pharmacists are
restricted to vaccines explicitly listed in statute, necessitating legislative action for each new vaccine added
to the list of vaccines recommended by the CDC, which other health care providers may provide without leg-
islative approval. This process introduces delays in patient access to crucial health care services, especially
in rural and under-served areas of our state. This measure eliminates unnecessary legislative hurdles while
enhancing convenience and timeliness for those individuals seeking vaccination and which promotes wellness
and disease prevention crucial for public health. With their extensive training and accessibility, pharmacists
are well-positioned to contribute significantly to our health care efforts, especially in unders-erved communi-
ties where access to traditional health care providers may be limited. Vote 14-6. Rep. Erica Layon for the
Minority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The minority believes that delegating the author-
ity of the legislature, those elected by the people of New Hampshire, to those unelected people, and who are
subject to the same flaws as the rest of us, is not appropriate. Technology around vaccines and immuniza-
tions has taken a massive leap forward, and this is the wrong time to delegate this authority. The minority
recognizes that other health care professionals don’t face the same restrictions on which vaccinations can be
given, however this is an issue which the minority believes should be addressed by a broader scope of prac-
tice examination rather than picking popular areas in which to expand authority for pharmacists, pharmacy
interns, and licensed advanced pharmacy technicians, one at a time.

SB 411-FN, (New Title) establishing a committee to study emergency mental health services for persons 21
years of age and younger in New Hampshire. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDI-
ENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Erica Layon for the Majority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The majority of the com-
mittee believes that a legislative study committee to study emergency mental health services for people aged
21 and under makes sense given the challenges our youth are experiencing today and given the complexity
of all the factors which go into the availability of care. Significant work is underway under the umbrella
of the Department of Insurance, and we encourage this committee to gain insight from the commissioner’s
workgroup and the Behavioral Health Advisory Commission. Vote 14-6.

Rep. Yury Polozov for the Minority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The minority believes that
yet another committee is not needed. This important issue of emergency mental health services for persons
21 years of age or younger has been already studied and should be covered by the respective insurance. The
NH Insurance Department Commissioner has already created a work group with stakeholders to identify
and rectify any remaining issues. A bulletin was issued in March 2024 to address issues with billing codes
and out-of-network providers. Moreover, the Behavior Health Advisory Commission was reactivated under
the NH Insurance Department to identify the need for any future legislative steps.

SB 419-FN, (New Title) relative to the annual data report on the therapeutic use of cannabis program. MAJOR-
ITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Erica Layon for the Majority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The majority of the
committee agrees with the amendment supported by the minority of the committee and offers amendment
2024-1892h which combines the minority amendment and HB1231 as passed by the House. At the federal
level, it appears likely that cannabis will be rescheduled from Schedule I to a different classification, which
acknowledges its potential for medical benefit. While at first blush this appears to be a positive move for
those who see medical merit for cannabis, it introduces significant complexity. Once cannabis falls within
the FDA regulatory universe by leaving Schedule I, it will need expensive FDA marketing approval to be
distributed or transported across state lines. This would deny therapeutic cannabis patients access to out of
state dispensaries, leaving only cannabis cultivated within the state of New Hampshire available. Should
regulatory challenges disrupt product availability at New Hampshire Alternative Treatment Centers, cultiva-
tion for personal use would be the only option left for patients. For this reason, the majority believes that it is
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critical to provide another opportunity for this language to become law. Vote 12-8. Rep. Lucy Weber for the
Minority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. Members of the minority generally supported the
additional reporting requirements in the original bill and the relatively minor technical changes contained in
amendment 2024-1532h. The minority objects to the inclusion of the text of HB 1231, permitting qualifying
patients and designated caregivers to cultivate cannabis for personal use, now in the majority amendment.
Some members of the minority opposed the majority amendment because of their continued opposition to
HB 1231; others opposed it because they were concerned that the tactical inclusion of this text could backfire
and doom a useful bill.

SB 461, (New Title) requiring health care providers to report certain information about abortions performed
to their medical facility, and requiring those medical facilities to report the information to the department
of health and human services. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Lucy Weber for the Majority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill initially repealed
RSA 329:49, which provides that nothing in the fetal life protection act shall be construed as creating or
recognizing a right to abortion. SB 461 came to the House as an entirely different bill, which requires the
reporting and dissemination of abortion statistics. The bill requires any health care provider who performs
abortions to report information to the facility in which the abortion was performed, including date and place
of the abortion, age and state of residence of the patient, method of abortion, gestational age when the abor-
tion was performed, and prescriptions written for the purpose of inducing the abortion. The medical facility in
turn reports the information to the Commissioner of the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).
The commissioner is to prepare statistical tables from this information “as the commissioner deems useful,”
and to report at least annually to the general court on maternal health, abortion procedures, and gestational
age. Numerous privacy concerns were raised in the House hearing on the bill. An amendment proposed in
committee resolved some, but not all, of the privacy concerns. The amendment provides that the facilities are
prohibited from sharing protected health information with the commissioner about any identifiable individual
patient, changes the gestational age reporting requirement to estimated gestational age with ranges of before
6 weeks, 6-15 weeks, 15-24 weeks and after 24 weeks, clarified that the name of the health care provider and
the number of abortions performed by each provider would not be reported to the commissioner, included an
opt-out provision, and a form for use when a patient did not want her information reported from the medical
facility to the commissioner. Opponents of the bill have serious concerns even with the proposed amendment.
Reporting the state of residence of the patient might lead to prosecution in the state of residence if the data
is de-identified. The ranges for gestational age do not recognize that the limits on medical abortion are at 11
weeks, and one range overlaps this date. The appropriation of $1 for implementation does not cover costs to
DHHS for implementation. Finally, and most importantly, increasing privacy protections and allowing opt-outs
necessarily decreases the public health value, if any, of the reporting, and the data tables and conclusions
made by the commissioner. Finally, the majority was concerned by the lack of guidance to the commissioner
as to what data tables might be deemed useful. Vote 13-7. Rep. Mark McLean for the Minority of Health,
Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill requires health care providers provide to the Department of
Health and Human Services (DHHS) certain information about abortions performed. Currently, 47 of 50
states gather this important information and pass it on to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
for surveillance monitoring. While committee members on all sides of the abortion issue agreed that there
is great value in gathering surveillance data on abortions to help prevent unwanted pregnancies and assess
trends in clinical practice, there were concerns with privacy in the bill as received by the House. The amended
version of the bill addresses these privacy concerns by forbidding the communication of health information
about individually identifiable patients to DHHS, and by giving the patients the right to fully opt out of hav-
ing their information reported.

SB 505, relative to the prohibition on the sale of hemp products containing certain levels of THC. OUGHT
TO PASS.

Rep. Lucy Weber for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. Currently, there is a prohibition in New
Hampshire on the sale of certain products derived from hemp which contain natural or synthetic tetrahy-
drocannabinol (THC) greater than 0.3 percent on a dry weight basis, and which appear in any formulation,
including delta-8 THC, delta-9 THC, or any other THC isomer variant. That prohibition is due to sunset on
October 7, 2024. We heard testimony in committee that these products are potentially harmful, and are often
packaged in materials which are misleading or would make them attractive to children. This bill repeals the
sunset provision, which will simply have the effect of making the prohibition permanent. Vote 15-5.

SB 559-FN, (New Title) relative to the New Hampshire vaccine association. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Gary Merchant for the Majority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. New Hampshire has a
universal state vaccine program aimed at providing widespread access to vaccinations for individuals under
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the age of 18. The program design is to ensure equitable access to vaccines by making them readily avail-
able, affordable, and accessible to individuals, regardless of factors such as income, ethnicity, or geographic
location. Insurance programs offered in the state of New Hampshire, including the state Medicaid program,
contribute financial support so the program may acquire vaccines at a reduced cost using federal contracts
and distribute the vaccines to providers to administer at minimal cost to eligible individuals. Respiratory
syncytial virus, or RSV, is a common respiratory virus that usually causes mild, cold-like symptoms; however,
infants are more likely to develop severe RSV that requires hospitalization. The bill simply adds one vaccine,
RSV vaccine, to the list of vaccines included in the program. The program does not mandate use of any vac-
cine. Vote 11-9. Rep. Mark McLean for the Minority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This
bill defines biological products for the purpose of assessment determination by the New Hampshire vaccine
association. The bill definition is very sweeping and includes all biological products approved by the FDA
and those recommended to be added to the Vaccines for Children program by the Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The principal stated reason for
bringing this bill forward was to allow the New Hampshire Vaccine Aassociation to procure and distribute the
new RSV vaccine. In order to address committee concerns about the broad expanse of the new inclusion, the
committee amendment reduced the scope of the bill to just allow for the inclusion of the RSV vaccine. While
many on the committee agreed that the RSV vaccine is promising, and that the amended version is vastly
superior to the original bill, there were still concerns expressed about the lack of efficacy data, and the fact
that the bill would open the state up to liability. The federal, legal immunity offered to vaccine providers of
traditional vaccines has not yet been extended to these new biological products, and while the federal govern-
ment is engaged in updating the immunity language, it is still only under development and not yet in effect.
The minority of the committee therefore felt that it would be prudent to hold off on passage of the bill until
the efficacy and liability concerns are better understood.

LABOR, INDUSTRIAL AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES

SB 330-FN, relative to allowing the ability to work from home to count toward unemployment benefits eligi-
bility. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Brian Sullivan for the Majority of Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. The underlying bill
directs the Department of Employment Security to allow unemployed individuals to seek employment op-
portunities that involve work from home. Presently job searches for work from home employment result in
disqualification for unemployment benefits. The pandemic resulted in an explosion of home-based work. This
bill addresses what has become a common form of employment even in the post pandemic era. The non-germane
amendment attaches the content of the amended version of HB 1522 which remains on the table. There was a
bipartisan agreement to table HB 1522 due to the anticipated arrival of a bill on the same topic from the other
body. That bill did not make it to the House. The amendment is being brought forward because it provides for
a long overdue update of the unemployment benefits table. The current benefit table, adopted in 2007, has a
maximum weekly benefit of $427. The new table adds 19 new tiers to the benefit table extending to annual
earnings of $60,000 and a maximum weekly benefit of $672. The current outdated table provides unemployed
individuals with an average benefit of approximately 30% of income. The new table would provide an average
benefit of approximately 55% of income. An overwhelming majority of the committee supports passage of the
underlying bill and a majority of the committee supports passage of the underlying bill and the amendment.
Vote 11-8. Rep. Brian Seaworth for the Minority of Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. The mi-
nority of the committee recommends passage of the original bill without the amendment. This is a simple bill
that allows the Department of Employment Security to consider the special circumstances that may impact
an unemployed worker who had and expects to continue to work from home. Current law categorically denies
unemployment payments to anyone focusing on remote work opportunities. This bill empowers the department
to consider the relevant details. The minority fears that the additional amendment proposed by the majority
would jeopardize what is otherwise a well-supported bill.

RESOURCES, RECREATION AND DEVELOPMENT

SB 431, relative to wake surfing. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY:
OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Suzanne Vail for the Majority of Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill restricts the activ-
ity of wake surfing on lakes and ponds that are less than 50 acres in size, codifies provision of existing wake
surfing education by the Department of Safety, and mandates a 200-foot distance from shorelines and docks,
versus the present distance in statute, which is 150 feet. The committee amendment changes this setback to
300 feet, a distance the majority of boaters would be able to judge from open water, as 300 feet is the length of
a football field, it’s the distance that ski craft must maintain, and it is a distance that Marine Patrol enforces.
The bipartisan majority of the committee believes that unamended, the bill does not take sufficient action
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to address the observable environmental and recreational impacts presented to us in peer reviewed research
relative to the impacts of wake surfing in extensive public testimony. We learned that the ocean-like waves
created for wake surfing pack energy that takes a far greater distance to dissipate. It strikes other vessels
and swimmers, and damages docks. Those in support of the bill, without the amendment, offer a claim there
is a scientific study supporting 200 feet will improve matters, but that study is refuted by opposing research.
The majority knows that with the committee amendment, a 300-foot distance from shoreline, will enable some
progress with the mitigation of the cumulative environmental and recreational challenges that our commit-
tee oversees. With the 200-foot setback that is already the distance the motorsports industry recommends
in their “Wake Responsibly” campaign, erosion of shoreline, damage of docks and boats, and interference
with other lake recreational activities continues to be reported, and the public outcry from both perspectives
continues. It is our position that we must preserve our lakes for the future, and that to not act on this issue
would neglect consideration of the public and of all of our problems with balancing lake health and clean
water. Our recommendation supports sustainable recreation on NH lakes. As amended, this bill establishes
a meaningful compromise and represents progress, but without the amendment the bill falls short of solving
any problems. Vote 11-9.

Rep. Robert Harb for the Minority of Resources, Recreation and Development. The minority of the committee
believes this bill proposes a reasonable solution to a debate ongoing for almost five years — how to address
concerns relative to wake surfing too close to shore. We believe the bill codifies a national award-winning
education campaign called “Wake Responsibly” promoting best practices for wake surfing. It creates a 200
foot minimum setback for wake surfing. It does not regulate any type of specific boat — just the act of wake
surfing. The bill also encourages additional education through the Department of Safety on best practices for
wake surfing to protect NH shorelines. The minority believes the opposition to the bill came from those who
wanted more restrictions, which the House has already tabled. New Hampshire’s marine and boating industry,
along with experts in the tourism industry, have committed their efforts and resources to getting these mes-
sages out to the boating public. Public service announcements, social media, boaters education, and signage
at boat launches are all part of an ongoing effort to communicate proper operations for the sport. Nearly 600
boaters and water sport families recorded support for the bill. It is the compromise needed to protect New
Hampshire’s shorelines while maintaining the right of the public to access the state waterways. It is a buffer,
not a ban. The committee minority recommends rejecting the committee amendment and vote Ought to Pass.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING

SB 527, relative to student housing. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Ellen Read for Special Committee on Housing. This bill creates a study committee to study potential
solutions to challenges students face finding housing. The committee agrees with the intent of the bill but
also felt that the intent behind the existing House bill (HB 1281) would at least provide one low-hanging fruit
solution that would offer some immediate relief while the issue is studied further. The amendment attaches
HB 1281, with language improvements from Municipal committee members, to the student housing study
committee. The amendment would prohibit towns from discriminating against students by either restricting
rental occupancy to less than 2 people per bedroom (which still allows towns to restrict rentals to less than
state building and fire code occupancy limits), or by passing ordinances that restrict renters on the basis of
familial/marital status, a practice that the committee understands is already illegal on the federal and state
level (Fair Housing Act, RSA 354-A:8-15). Further, upon review of the actual language of certain town ordi-
nances that this amendment seeks to address, it seems that some of the town ordinances passed have been
illegally enforced as they also directly violate RSA 674:72, VIII. The committee felt strongly that, while this
amendment is not a silver bullet to solve the scarcity of affordable student housing, at a bare minimum, towns
should not discriminate against students in rental housing thereby exacerbating the housing crisis, and that
any behaviors that towns seek to address via discrimination based on stereotype are actually issues amongst
a wide range of residents and are more effectively, equitably, and appropriately addressed through ordinances
dealing with those behaviors themselves, such as noise and garbage ordinances. Vote 8-2.

TRANSPORTATION

SB 358-FN, relative to invalidating out-of-state driver’s licenses issued to undocumented immigrants. MA-
JORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Daniel Veilleux for the Majority of Transportation. This bill invalidates driver’s licenses issued by other
states when the license is specifically marked as being issued to undocumented immigrants for driving in New
Hampshire. Failure to recognize driver’s licenses issued by other states jeopardizes the Interstate Driver’s
License Compact. Overriding legal documents issued by other states also violates the Full Faith and Credit
Clause of the Constitution. It makes driving in New Hampshire a criminal offense for individuals who have
not otherwise committed a criminal act. The bill would put pressure on law enforcement to detain out of state
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drivers and increase the chance of racial profiling, which could severely hurt the state’s tourism industry.
Vote 10-9. Rep. Matthew Coker for the Minority of Transportation. This is a bill in which New Hampshire
will not honor out of state driver’s licenses issued exclusively to individuals unable to prove lawful presence
in the United States. While undoubtedly difficult to enforce, the minority of this committee feels the underly-
ing policy is important to implement. Legal immigration benefits our state; however, turning a blind eye to
illegal immigration is not something our state should do, even if some of our neighbors have chosen that path.
There were arguments suggesting that allowing people who are unlawfully in our country to obtain driver’s
licenses improves the safety of our roadways. There is little evidence to support this, and the dangers of ac-
cepting a government ID and the driving privileges it confers to unvetted individuals pose a much greater
risk to public safety. Ultimately, the question regarding this bill is whether New Hampshire stands by the
rule of law. Allowing or even tacitly condoning illegal immigration by honoring licenses specifically issued
to unlawfully present individuals is not in the best interest of this state and is an affront to the millions of
immigrants who have legally come to this country. Changing the status quo of state reciprocity on driver’s
licenses should not be taken lightly. However, we have a duty to protect the rule of law and safeguard the
citizens of our state from the reckless, shortsighted decisions made by some of our neighbors.

SB 469, relative to allowing surveillance of a park and ride facility in certain circumstances. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Marc Plamondon for Transportation. This bill will allow video surveillance at New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) Park and Ride locations by private entities providing commuting bus service.
This bill as recommended by DOT will provide expeditious video to law enforcement as well as equipment,
software upgrades, and maintenance. Vote 16-4.

SB 501, relative to driver licenses for noncitizens residing in New Hampshire. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO
PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. George Sykes for the Majority of Transportation. This bill brings into RSAs, language requested by
the New Hampshire Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV). It mirrors current language and practice. There are
approximately 55,000 non-citizens who hold a NH driver’s license. In detail, the bill will allow the Director
of the DMV to issue a license to a non-citizen who has been issued conditional or permanent residence by the
U.S. government, who has been granted an Employment Authorization document by the U.S. government,
and to a non-citizen who is living in NH on a temporary basis. These licenses expire on the same date as the
U.S. government issued documents. Vote 10-9. Rep. Ted Gorski for the Minority of Transportation. This
bill would grant licenses to non-citizens residing in New Hampshire. The minority has several issues with
this bill. First, the bill changes the term “Non Resident Alien” to “Non-Citizen.” Second, it mentions the term
“granted conditional residence” but does not describe what it means. We could not get an answer directly
even during testimony. Third and most importantly, the bill states that “once licensed, the individual shall
be subject to the same provisions of the law as all other licenses.” This is a back door to allowing non-citizens
to vote. The minority feels that this bill will have an adverse effect to election integrity.

SB 510, relative to sale of a vehicle to a Massachusetts resident. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Matthew Coker for the Majority of Transportation. This bill eliminates the requirement that a retail
motor vehicle dealer submit a form notifying the New Hampshire Division of Motor Vehicles of a vehicle
sale to a Massachusetts resident. The current process places a burden on auto dealers because people from
Massachusetts cannot take the vehicle home until they are registered by the dealer causing a delay. This
burdensome process was previously established when Massachusetts did not have a temporary license plate
system in place. That has changed and by passing this bill we can put New Hampshire dealerships on an
equal footing with Massachusetts dealerships. The committee also felt adding the amendment, which attaches
the House position of two bills, HB 1391 and HB 1637, regarding consumer friendly reforms to our inspec-
tion laws balances this bill out and allows a win for consumers and the auto dealer industry in this state.
Vote 16-3. Rep. George Sykes for the Minority of Transportation. This bill adds a substantive amendment
to the original bill. The minority supports the original bill. The minority does not support the amendment
in its entirety. Specifically, adding language that will allow new vehicles to not be required to be inspected
until the last day of the purchase anniversary month in the second year after purchase. In practical terms,
a vehicle could have an excessive number of miles driven.

NOTICE

Pursuant to House Rule 44 (b), executive session on bills may be taken up during the day
in which they are heard.
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS

FRIDAY, MAY 17

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES (RSA 541-A:2), Room 306-308, LOB
9:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
COMMISSION TO STUDY ENVIRONMENTALLY-TRIGGERED CHRONIC ILLNESS (RSA 126-A:73-a),
Merrimack Town Hall, Memorial Room 6 Baboosick Lane Merrimack, NH
3:00 p.m.  Regular meeting. Join Zoom: Meeting ID: 861 1781 8803 Passcode: 669915
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86117818803?pwd=cWRXdlgwQnQvc2ZRbkNObGhGc3M0dz09
By Phone: +16465588656,,86117818803#,,,,669915# US (New York)
FISCAL COMMITTEE (RSA 14:30-a), Room 210-211, LOB
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
MOUNT WASHINGTON COMMISSION (RSA 227-B:3), Omni Mount Washington Hotel, Reagan
Room, 310 Mount Washington Hotel Rd, Bretton Woods
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
NEW HAMPSHIRE TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL (RSA 238-A:2), 7 Hazen Drive, Room 112-113,
Concord
9:00 a.m.  Regular meeting. Join Zoom: DZhc47c4t2KPtaa Passcode: 750387
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82616004746?pwd=CGFdPMIro8NtJmrhXE7HBC5f1EWX4A.y
OVERSIGHT COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S SERVICES (RSA 21-V:10), Room 100, SH
9:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
SOLID WASTE WORKING GROUP (RSA 149-M:61), DBEA Office 100 North Main Street, Concord,
NH, First Floor, Kinsman Conference Room
9:30 a.m.  Regular meeting. Remote attendance option:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3435858814888164108
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON COVID RESPONSE EFFICACY, Room 301-303, LOB

10:00 a.m. Discussion about COVID protocols, and related items to the committee’s mission statement.
1:00 p.m.  Continued discussion.

MONDAY, MAY 20

COMMISSION TO STUDY COMMUNITY IMPACTS OF THE SECURED YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
CENTER (RSA 169-B:48), Room 100, SH
1:00 p.m.  Regular meeting.

NEW HAMPSHIRE CANADIAN TRADE COUNCIL (RSA 12-0:22), Room 103, SH
1:30 p.m.  Regular meeting.

NEW HAMPSHIRE VETERANS HOME BOARD OF MANAGERS (RSA 119:3-a), New Hampshire
Veterans Home, Town Hall, 139 Winter Street, Tilton
9:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.

STATE COMMISSION ON AGING (RSA 19-P:1), NH Hospital Association, 125 Airport Road, Concord
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.

THE DIVISION FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES ADVISORY BOARD (RSA 170-G:6-a),
Doloff Bldg. 3rd F1. Classroom, 1 State Office Park West, Concord
2:00 p.m.  Regular meeting.

TUESDAY, MAY 21

JOINT COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYEE CLASSIFICATION (RSA 14:14-C), Room 203, LOB
9:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.

THURSDAY, MAY 23

COMMISSION ON THE INTERDISCIPLINARY PRIMARY CARE WORKFORCE (RSA 126-T), NH
Hospital Association, Conference Room #1, 125 Airport Road, Concord
2:00 p.m.  Regular meeting.


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86117818803?pwd=cWRXdlgwQnQvc2ZRbkNObGhGc3M0dz09
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FRIDAY, MAY 24

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE (RSA 126-A:13), Room 205-207, LOB
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.

TUESDAY, MAY 28

FISH AND GAME AND MARINE RESOURCES, Room 307, LOB
10:00 a.m.  Presentation with the World Affairs Council of New Hampshire.

JUDICIARY, Room 206-208, LOB
10:00 a.m. Executive session to discuss senate messages.

MONDAY, JUNE 3

COMMISSION TO STUDY OFFSHORE WIND AND PORT DEVELOPMENT (RSA 374-F:10), NHDES
Pease Office Room A, 222 International Drive Suite 175, Portsmouth

4:30 p.m.  Regular meeting.
COMMISSION TO STUDY THE EFFECT OF RECENT CHANGES MADE TO CHARITABLE GAMING
LAWS, INCLUDING THE NEWLY AUTHORIZED HISTORICAL HORSE RACES (RSA 284:6-c), NH
Lottery Commission Large Conference Room 14 Integra Dr. Concord
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
NH BRAIN AND SPINAL CORD INJURY ADVISORY COUNCIL (RSA 137-K:2), Journey Church,
15 Hutchins Drive, Conway

6:00 p.m.  Public hearing.

TUESDAY, JUNE 4

STATE VETERANS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RSA 115-A:2), Edward Cross Training Center Facility,
722 Riverwood Drive, Pembroke
5:00 p.m.  Regular meeting.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION ADVISORY COUNCIL (RSA 281-A:62), Department of Labor, 95
Pleasant Street, Concord
9:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.

FRIDAY, JUNE 7

ASSESSING STANDARDS BOARD (RSA 21-J:14-a), NH Department of Revenue Administration,
Training Room, 109 Pleasant Street, Concord
1:00 p.m.  Subcommittee work session.

MONDAY, JUNE 10

CAPITAL PROJECT OVERVIEW COMMITTEE (RSA 17-J:2), Room 201, LOB
9:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.

LONG RANGE CAPITAL PLANNING AND UTILIZATION COMMITTEE (RSA 17-M:1), Room 201, LOB
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.

NH BRAIN AND SPINAL CORD INJURY ADVISORY COUNCIL (RSA 137-K:2),
2:00 p.m.  Regular meeting. Join Zoom: Meeting ID: 843 2764 6605 Passcode: 731679
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84327646605?pwd=ROIwOWFVKOw2U2FKYTVybXM1MjNhdz09

NEW HAMPSHIRE OPIOID ABATEMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION (RSA 126-A:85), Dept. of Justice,
1 Granite Pl. South, Concord, NH
1:00 p.m.  Regular meeting. Join Microsoft Teams: Meeting ID: 279 737 604 573 Passcode: zKPHQY Dial
in by phone +1 603-931-4944,211153182#


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84327646605?pwd=R0lwOWFVK0w2U2FKYTVybXM1MjNhdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84327646605?pwd=R0lwOWFVK0w2U2FKYTVybXM1MjNhdz09
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FRIDAY, JUNE 14

COMMISSION ON BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CRISIS SERVICES (RSA 135-C:68), Walker Building,
Room 274, 21 South Fruit Street, Concord
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.

Join Microsoft Teams: Meeting ID: 277 642 215 512 Passcode: BYj4w2

By phone: +1 603-931-4944, 982442082# Phone conference ID: 982 442 082#

Join on a video conferencing device Tenant key: nhgov@m.webex.com Video ID: 115 746 207 8
COMMISSION TO STUDY THE DELIVERY OF PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES THROUGH REGIONAL
PUBLIC HEALTH NETWORKS (RSA 127:12), 501 South Street, 2nd Floor, Bow, NH

1:00 p.m.  Regular meeting. Meeting ID: 827 3125 2212 Passcode: 392939

Join Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82731252212?pwd=Q3pvYncvcW55Zkg0ZVVNQW5USGIsZz09

SATURDAY, JUNE 15

FISH AND GAME AND MARINE RESOURCES, Sig Sauer Academy, 231 Exeter Road, Epping
8:30 a.m.  Sig Sauer Academy shooting and learning with air rifles.

MONDAY, JUNE 17

NH COLLEGE TUITION SAVINGS PLAN ADVISORY COMMISSION (RSA 195-H:2), University
System of NH, 5 Chenell Drive, Suite 301, Concord
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
NH LAND AND COMMUNITY HERITAGE AUTHORITY BOARD OF DIRECTORS (RSA 227-M:4),
Dept of Agriculture Markets & Food, 1 Granite Place South, Suite 211, Concord

2:00 p.m.  Regular meeting.

STATE COMMISSION ON AGING (RSA 19-P:1), NH Hospital Association- 125 Airport Road, Concord
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.

FRIDAY, JUNE 21

ASSESSING STANDARDS BOARD (RSA 21-J:14-a), NH Department of Revenue Administration,
Training Room, 109 Pleasant Street, Concord

9:30 a.m.  Subcommittee work session meeting.
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
COMMISSION TO STUDY ENVIRONMENTALLY-TRIGGERED CHRONIC ILLNESS (RSA 126-A:73-a),
Merrimack Town Hall, 6 Baboosic Lake Rd., Merrimack

3:00 p.m.  Regular meeting. Meeting ID: 861 1781 8803 Passcode: 669915

Join Zoom:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86117818803?pwd=cWRXdlgwQnQvc2ZRbkNObGhGc3M0dz09
By Phone: +13126266799

MONDAY, JUNE 24

NEW HAMPSHIRE COUNCIL ON SUICIDE PREVENTION (RSA 126-R:2), National Guard Edward
Cross Training Center, 722 Riverwood Drive, Pembroke
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.

FRIDAY, JUNE 28

ASSESSING STANDARDS BOARD (RSA 21-J:14-a), NH Department of Revenue Administration,
Training Room, 109 Pleasant Street, Concord
9:30 a.m.  Subcommittee work session.

REVISED FISCAL NOTES

The following bills have a revised fiscal note: HB38, HB 91, HB 116, HB 135, HB 194, HB 243, HB 272, HB
276, HB 282, HB 300, HB 318, HB 345, HB 436, HB 439, HB 447, HB 449, HB 462, HB 463, HB 476, HB
527, HB 533, HB 535, HB 537, HB 559, HB 560, HB 565, HB 566, HB 571, HB 593, HB 606, HB 608, HB
609, HB 614, HB 616, HB 618, HB 620, HB 622, HB 627, HB 628, HB 645, HB 652, HB 1003, HB 1005, HB


mailto:nhgov@m.webex.com
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1046, HB 1122, HB 1178, HB 1179, HB 1202, HB 1274, HB 1282, HB 1288, HB 1293, HB 1294, HB 1303, HB
1304, HB 1307, HB 1330, HB 1339, HB 1386, HB 1394, HB 1410, HB 1412, HB 1422, HB 1426, HB 1429, HB
1466, HB 1468, HB 1492, HB 1522, HB 1561, HB 1563, HB 1565, HB 1566, HB 1567, HB 1570, HB 1571, HB
1573, HB 1577, HB 1579, HB 1582, HB 1583, HB 1589, HB 1592, HB 1593, HB 1594, HB 1597, HB 1598, HB
1599, HB 1600, HB 1604, HB 1608, HB 1609, HB 1610, HB 1611, HB 1614, HB 1615, HB 1619, HB 1623, HB
1629, HB 1630, HB 1632, HB 1633, HB1634, HB 1636, HB 1639, HB 1640, HB 1641, HB 1644, HB 1645, HB
1647, HB 1649, HB 1651, HB 1654, HB 1656, HB 1660, HB 1663, HB 1665, HB 1666, HB 1669, HB 1675,
HB 1677, HB 1678, HB 1681, HB 1682, HB 1686, HB 1687, HB 1689, HB 1702, HB 1706, HB 1709, HB 1710,
HB 1711, SB 97, SB 106, SB 151, SB 176, SB 177, SB 180, SB 217, SB 235, SB 249, SB 252, SB 267, SB 303,
SB 306, SB 314, SB 317, SB 321, SB 345, SB 352, SB 355, SB 361, SB 369, SB 393, SB 399, SB 403, SB 404,
SB 406, SB 407, SB 409, SB 413, SB 417, SB 419, SB 426, SB 447, SB 453, SB 454, SB 456, SB 459, SB 460,
SB 462, SB 463, SB 465, SB 467, SB 470, SB 480, SB 489, SB 490, SB 492, SB 504, SB 507, SB 514, SB 521,
SB 537, SB 539, SB 540, SB 545, SB 549, SB 553, SB 555, SB 558, SB559, SB 561, SB 567, SB 580, SB 591,
SB 592, SB 596.

OFFICIAL NOTICES

skskkek

The Grafton County Delegation meeting will take place on Monday, May 20 at 9:00 a.m. in the Adminis-
tration Building, 3855 Dartmouth College Hwy, North Haverhill, NH 03774.
Rep. Heather P. Baldwin, Clerk

seskesiesiesesk

The Hillsborough County Legislative Delegation will meet in CONVENTION on Thursday, May 23, 2024,
during a break (lunch or otherwise) in the Legislative Session at the NH State House, Legislative Chambers,
located at 107 North Main Street Concord, NH 03301 for the following purpose: Pursuant to RSA 23:7, to
establish the salaries, benefits and other compensation paid to elected county officers including the county
attorney, sheriff, register of deeds, treasurer and county commissioners for the 2025-2026 term. Any other

business to come before the Delegation.
Rep. Amanda Bouldin, Clerk

kelosksieoskok

The Executive Committee of the Merrimack County Delegation will meet on Monday, May 20, 2024 in the
2™ floor conference room of the Old Courthouse, 163 N. Main Street, Concord, New Hampshire at 10:00am.
The purpose of the meeting is as follows: 1. 1** Quarter Financial Review. 2. Hear a report from the Salary
Study Committee Chairman. 3. Any other Business.

Rep. James MacKay, Chair

skslesksiskosk

Pursuant to RSA 23:7, the Merrimack County Delegation will meet immediately following the Executive
Committee Meeting on Monday, May 20, 2024 in the 2™ floor conference room of the Old Courthouse, 163
N. Main Street, Concord, New Hampshire at 10:00a.m. The purpose of the meeting is: 1. Act on the Elected
Officials Salaries. 2. UNH Cooperative Extension Memorandum of Understanding 3. To consider any other
business that may appropriately come before them.

Rep. Dianne Schuett, Chair

sesfesiesieskesk

Rockingham County Convention Meeting, Wednesday, May 22, 2024, 6:00 p.m., Hilton Auditorium, Rock-
ingham County Rehabilitation and Nursing Center, Brentwood, NH. The purpose of the meeting is to vote
Elected Officials Salaries and Benefits for the Term of Office commencing January 2025 (RSA 23:7) Establish-
ing Compensation and (RSA 655:14) Filing. A quorum is required. Convention Members must attend in person.
Zoom Access is available:
https://zoom.us/j/5713255541?pwd= TkVANnM50Hp5SnZzVEcxaFlrLOVYZz09

To access the meeting by audio, please following the instructions below.

1. Dial 1-929-205-6099 or 1-312-626-6799 (click phone call option)

2. Enter the Meeting ID: 571-325-5541

3. Note: Participant IDs will not be provided for this meeting. Simply press # to continue.

4. Enter the Meeting Password: 312900


https://zoom.us/j/5713255541?pwd=%20TkV4NnM5OHp5SnZzVEcxaFlrL0VYZz09
https://zoom.us/j/5713255541?pwd=%20TkV4NnM5OHp5SnZzVEcxaFlrL0VYZz09
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The following email address will be monitored throughout the meeting to alert committee members of any

issues: rbernier@co.rockingham.nh.us
Rep. John Potucek, Clerk

seslesfesiesiesk

Rockingham County Executive Committee Meeting, Friday, May 24, 2024, 9:30 a.m., Hilton Auditorium,
Rockingham County Rehabilitation and Nursing Center, Brentwood, NH. The purpose of the meeting is for sub-
committee chairs to report budget recommendations and vote on budget to be presented at the Executive Com-
mittee Public Hearing on June 5. A quorum is required. Executive Committee Members must attend in person.
Zoom Access is available:
https://zoom.us/j/5713255541?pwd= TkVANnM50Hp5SnZzVEcxaFlrLOVYZz09

To access the meeting by audio, please following the instructions below.

1. Dial 1-929-205-6099 or 1-312-626-6799 (click phone call option)

2. Enter the Meeting ID: 571-325-5541

3. Note: Participant IDs will not be provided for this meeting. Simply press # to continue.

4. Enter the Meeting Password: 312900

The following email address will be monitored throughout the meeting to alert committee members of any

issues: rbernier@co.rockingham.nh.us
Rep. John Potucek, Clerk

skofesksieoskock

Rockingham County Executive Committee Public Hearing on Proposed FY-2025 County Budget (RSA 24:13-c),
Wednesday, June 5, 2024, 6:00 p.m., Hilton Auditorium, Rockingham County Rehabilitation and Nursing
Center in Brentwood, NH. Executive Committee votes to consider budget changes. A quorum is required.
Executive Committee Members must attend in person.

Zoom Access is available:
https://zoom.us/j/5713255541?pwd= TkVANnM50Hp5SnZzVEcxaFlrLOVYZz09

To access the meeting by audio, please following the instructions below.

1. Dial 1-929-205-6099 or 1-312-626-6799 (click phone call option)

2. Enter the Meeting ID: 571-325-5541

3. Note: Participant IDs will not be provided for this meeting. Simply press # to continue.

4. Enter the Meeting Password: 312900

The following email address will be monitored throughout the meeting to alert committee members of any

issues: rbernier@co.rockingham.nh.us
Rep. John Potucek, Clerk

kelosksioskok

Rockingham County Executive Committee Meeting, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, 5:30 p.m., Hilton Audi-
torium, Rockingham County Rehabilitation and Nursing Center in Brentwood, NH. The purpose of the meet-
ing is to finalize any unfinished business prior to the County Convention Meeting at 6:00 p.m. A quorum is
required. Executive Committee Members must attend in person.

Zoom Access is available:
https://zoom.us/j/5713255541?pwd= TkVANnM50Hp5SnZzVEcxaFIlrLOVYZz09

To access the meeting by audio, please following the instructions below.

1. Dial 1-929-205-6099 or 1-312-626-6799 (click phone call option)

2. Enter the Meeting ID: 571-325-5541

3. Note: Participant IDs will not be provided for this meeting. Simply press # to continue.

4. Enter the Meeting Password: 312900

The following email address will be monitored throughout the meeting to alert committee members of any

issues: rbernier@co.rockingham.nh.us
Rep. John Potucek, Clerk

sk

Rockingham County Convention Meeting, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, 6:00 p.m., Hilton Auditorium, Rock-
ingham County Rehabilitation and Nursing Center, Brentwood, NH. The purpose of the meeting is to Adopt
the FY-2025 County Budget. A quorum is required. Convention Members must attend in person. Additional
Convention Meeting, Friday, June 21, 2024, 9:30 a.m., if needed. You will be notified.

Zoom Access is available:

https://zoom.us/j/5713255541?pwd= TkVANnM50Hp5SnZzVEcxaFlrLLOVYZz09


mailto:rbernier@co.rockingham.nh.us
https://zoom.us/j/5713255541?pwd=%20TkV4NnM5OHp5SnZzVEcxaFlrL0VYZz09
https://zoom.us/j/5713255541?pwd=%20TkV4NnM5OHp5SnZzVEcxaFlrL0VYZz09
mailto:rbernier@co.rockingham.nh.us
https://zoom.us/j/5713255541?pwd=%20TkV4NnM5OHp5SnZzVEcxaFlrL0VYZz09
https://zoom.us/j/5713255541?pwd=%20TkV4NnM5OHp5SnZzVEcxaFlrL0VYZz09
mailto:rbernier@co.rockingham.nh.us
https://zoom.us/j/5713255541?pwd=%20TkV4NnM5OHp5SnZzVEcxaFlrL0VYZz09
https://zoom.us/j/5713255541?pwd=%20TkV4NnM5OHp5SnZzVEcxaFlrL0VYZz09
mailto:rbernier@co.rockingham.nh.us
https://zoom.us/j/5713255541?pwd=%20TkV4NnM5OHp5SnZzVEcxaFlrL0VYZz09
https://zoom.us/j/5713255541?pwd=%20TkV4NnM5OHp5SnZzVEcxaFlrL0VYZz09
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To access the meeting by audio, please following the instructions below.

1. Dial 1-929-205-6099 or 1-312-626-6799 (click phone call option)

2. Enter the Meeting ID: 571-325-5541

3. Note: Participant IDs will not be provided for this meeting. Simply press # to continue.

4. Enter the Meeting Password: 312900

The following email address will be monitored throughout the meeting to alert committee members of any

issues: rbernier@co.rockingham.nh.us
Rep. John Potucek, Clerk

MEMBERS’ NOTICES

The following notices are published in the House Record as a courtesy to the member(s) requesting publica-
tion. These are not official public notices and will be limited to legislative policy or legislative social activities
and political meetings or events. Publication should not be construed as support for either the events listed
or the views espoused by the individual or organization sponsoring the event.

sk

All Representatives are invited to a Bible Study and Prayer, during the Lunch Break on Session Days. We
will meet in LOB 104 with Pastor Peter Chamberland for this time together. Come and be refreshed both
physically and spiritually during our lunch hour. Looking forward to seeing you there!

Rep. Deb Hobson

sk

Most occupational licensing boards have members of the public serving on them. Those board members are
intended to represent the public, the customers of the professions being licensed. The Office of Professional
Licensure and Certification (OPLC) has difficulty filling those positions because most people don’t even know
they exist and OPLC does not have a good way to advertise. As representatives we know many people in our
districts, so Representatives are asked to let citizens who might be interested in serving on a board to contact
Lindsey B. Courtney, Executive Director, at lindsey.b.courtney@oplc.nh.gov. Alternatively, they may apply

online at https://www.oplc.nh.gov/interested-becoming-oplc-board-member.
Reps. Tony Lekas and Jaci Grote

kelosksieoskok

The Granite Bridge Legislative Alliance invites you to join us at the Manchester Fisher Cats game on Satur-
day, May 11 at 4:05 p.m. The Fisher Cats will be playing the Harrisburg Other-Sides-Of-The-Wall, known
to everyone else as the Harrisburg Senators. We have reserved 40 tickets in an excellent location behind
the first-base dugout, and tickets are only $12 each. All representatives and families are invited. If you're
interested in joining your fellow representatives for Our National Pastime, please contact Rep. Tom Cormen,
Thomas.Cormen@leg.state.nh.us, 603-707-6994. Play ball!

Rep. Thomas Cormen

sesfesiesieskesk

Please join the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network for lunch at St. Paul’s Church on Wednesday

May 15% from 12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m. where keynote speaker Dr Brock Christensen from Dartmouth’s Geisel

School of Medicine will be presenting on Biomarker updates. RSVP to Mike Rollo at rollo603@gmail.com.
Rep. Erica Layon

sesfesiesieskesk

This year and next year mark the 200" anniversary of the 2-year farewell tour by beloved Gen. Lafayette, also
known as the Marquis de Lafayette, hero of the American Revolution. Gen. Lafayette visited multiple towns
in the state during his visit. New Hampshire officially recognizes May 20% as Lafayette Day each year. The
American Friends of Lafayette invite you to celebrate with them on Monday, May 20th, with presentations
on Lafayette in Representatives Hall and a celebratory cannon salute from the Lafayette Artillery on the
State House lawn. The events start at 3:00 p.m.

Rep. Margaret Drye

el

The New Hampshire Women’s Foundation cordially invites all legislators to join them for lunch on Tuesday,
May 21st at 12:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 21 Centre Street, Concord. The Women’s Founda-
tion invests in equality and opportunity for women and girls and provides grants to nonprofit organizations


mailto:rbernier@co.rockingham.nh.us
mailto:lindsey.b.courtney@oplc.nh.gov
https://www.oplc.nh.gov/interested-becoming-oplc-board-member
mailto:Thomas.Cormen@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:Thomas.Cormen@leg.state.nh.us
mailto:rollo603@gmail.com
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in all regions of New Hampshire. This lunch is an opportunity to meet some of the Foundation’s grantees
and learn more about the work they do in your community serving women and girls. There will also be an
update from the Women’s Foundation. RSVP is not required, but your response to Devan Quinn at Devan@

nhwomensfoundation.org is appreciated.
Rep. Alexis Simpson

kelosksioskck

On Tuesday May 21st from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., in State House room 123-124, there will be a second
meeting of a concerned group of legislators to listen to and address the grievances of the people committed
by the State of New Hampshire, and its political subdivisions. The group will focus on the issues within the
Division for Children, Youth and Families as well as the NH Judicial system. The group will focus on finding
solutions to address the current issues within those branches that are plaguing families. All granted means
of redress and correction will be explored. Members of the public, legislators, and officials and employees
of relevant agencies and government branches are encouraged to attend and contribute to discussion and
development of the group’s findings and recommendations.
Reps. JR Hoell and Rep. Leah Cushman

el

The New Hampshire Child Care Coalition and the Business and Industry Association of NH warmly invite
all legislators to a “Lunch and Learn” on Wednesday, May 22nd, from 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the
Hotel Concord. Please join us and enjoy a luncheon buffet catered by O’s Steak and Seafood while learning
more about The State of Child Care in New Hampshire. Presentation by Dr. Jess Carson, Director of Social
Policy in Practice at the UNH Carsey School of Public Policy. RSVP is not required, but your response to
Michele Merritt at mmerritt@new-futures.org is appreciated.

Speaker Sherman Packard

kelosksskck

AARP New Hampshire has rescheduled its Legislative Lunch for Thursday, May 23, 2024 from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. at the State House Cafeteria. Lunch will feature a variety of sandwiches, salad, chips, cookies,
and beverages along with vegetarian options to choose from. Lawmakers will have an opportunity to meet
AARP NH volunteers who are advocates for supporting family caregivers, protecting consumers against fraud,
battling rising prescription drug costs, and more. AARP NH is excited to talk with lawmakers about these
issues and understand how we can work together moving forward. Please RSVP or note any dietary restric-
tions to Mike Padmore at mpadmore@aarp.org.
Reps. Jason Osborne and Matthew Wilhelm

kol

Associated Builders and Contractors (ABC) is a national construction industry trade association representing
more than 23,000 members. Founded on the merit shop philosophy, ABC and its 68 Chapters help members
develop people, win work, and deliver that work safely, ethically and profitably for the betterment of the
communities in which ABC and its members work.Please join local contractors on the State House Plaza on
Thursday, May 23, 2024, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for hands on demonstrations of the trades, craft
training, safety equipment and technology used every day to literally build New Hampshire. Lunch will be
served!
Rep. Jason Osborne

kelosksieoskok

Join us for the 17th Annual Belknap County Republican Committee’s GOP Victory 2024 Sunset Dinner Cruise
on Lake Winnipesaukee aboard the M/S Mount Washington. Cruise departs from the Weirs Beach / Laconia
Port at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, May 31st returning to port at 9:00 p.m. Note: boarding and dinner begins at
5:30 p.m. SiriusXM Patriot Radio Talk Show Host and Fox News contributor David Webb will once again
serve as our emcee! Dance and entertainment on two decks silent auctions ® 50/50 raffle lottery ticket raffle
and dinner buffet: chef-carved prime rib of beef, lemon pepper baked haddock, and strawberry shortcake for
dessert. Tickets are $75/person and are available on-line at www.belknapcountygop.org or from any Belknap
County Committee Member
Rep. Harry Bean


mailto:Devan@nhwomensfoundation.org
mailto:Devan@nhwomensfoundation.org
mailto:mmerritt@new-futures.org
mailto:mpadmore@aarp.org
http://www.belknapcountygop.org
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AMENDMENTS

(LISTED IN NUMERICAL ORDER)

Amendment to SB 137-FN
(2024-1888h)
Proposed by the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Affairs-c

Amend RSA 178:12, XV as inserted by section 8 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
XV. No unopened container sold by a beverage manufacturer licensee shall be opened or consumed on
the licensee’s premises.

Amendment to SB 310
(2024-1659h)
Proposed by the Committee on Fish and Game and Marine Resources-c

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to bear registration, federal duck stamps, and the transport of out of state lobsters and
crabs.

Amend the bill by inserting after section 2 the following and renumbering the original section 3 to read as 4:
3 Landing License; Lobsters and Crabs. Amend RSA 211:49-d to read as follows:
211:49-d Landing License; Lobster and Crabs.

I. Any person who is not licensed under RSA 211:18, RSA 211:49-a, or RSA 211:49-b and wishes to
transport in state waters lobsters and crabs taken outside the jurisdiction of the state via ship, vessel, or
similar craft in state waters for the purposes of landing the lobsters and crabs in the state must first procure
a landing license. This shall allow the licensee to sell lobster and crab landed under such person’s license.
The fee for annual licenses for residents and nonresidents shall be set by the executive director pursuant to
RSA 206:10, 1.

II. Any non-resident who transports in state waters lobsters and crabs taken outside the juris-
diction of the state via ship, vessel, or similar craft for the landing of the lobsters and crabs in the
state, for personal use shall procure a non-commercial landing license at a rate set by the executive
director pursuant to RSA 206:10, 1. Any person holding a commercial license in another jurisdiction
or federal permit for the taking of lobster or crabs shall not be eligible for this license. A person
convicted of violating any provision of this section shall be guilty of a violation if a natural person
and a misdemeanor if any other person.

2024-1659h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill:

I. Requires the executive director of fish and game to set up bear registration stations.

I1. Allows valid federal duck stamps to be confirmed using digital and electronic means.

ITI. Requires a non-commercial landing license for non-residents transporting in state waters lobsters and
crabs taken outside the jurisdiction of the state.

Amendment to SB 311-FN-A-LOCAL
(2024-1867h)
Proposed by the Committee on Finance-r
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

1 Department of Health and Human Services; Hampstead Hospital; Property Tax Offset. The department
of health and human services is hereby appropriated $154,000 in general funds for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2025. From this amount and amounts appropriated in the state operating budget account 05-95-
98-980010-2648, the department shall distribute $191,166 in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025 to the
town of Hampstead, to offset impacts to the town’s property tax base resulting from the state’s acquisition
of the Hampstead hospital. Of this amount, the governor shall first determine if any discretionary funds
appropriated in the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2 or any other federal funds can
be used for this purpose, and any remainder shall be general funds. The governor is authorized to draw
a warrant for the general fund share of such amount out of any money in the treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated.

Amendment to SB 318-FN
(2024-1780h)
Proposed by the Committee on Executive Departments and Administration-c

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
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AN ACT converting the manufactured housing installations standards board and the board of examiners
of nursing home administrators into advisory boards, and creating a new advisory board named
the advisory board of massage therapists, reflexologists, structural integrators, and Asian body-
work therapists.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Definition; Board. Amend RSA 205-D:1, II to read as follows:
I1. “Board” means the installation standards advisory board.
2 New Paragraph; Definition; Executive Director. Amend RSA 205-D:1 by inserting after paragraph IV the
following new paragraph:
IV-a. “Executive director” means the executive director of the office of professional licensure and certi-
fication.
3 Manufactured Housing Installation Standards; Advisory Board Established. Amend RSA 205-D:2 to read
as follows:
205-D:2 Advisory Board Established; Members; Terms; Chairperson.
I. There is hereby created an installation standards advisory board consisting of [9] 3 members ap-
pointed by the [governor-and-—council] office of professional licensure and certification in consultation
with the board as follows:

(a) One installer of manufactured housing [;neminated-by
ation].

(b) One structural engineer or architect licensed in this state for a minimum of 5 years [;nominated

II. Each member shall serve a [3=year] 4-year term and untll a successor is appomted and quahﬁed and
shall serve no more than 2 consecutive full terms. [If-there-is—= o1 3 e
g

III. The responsibility for implementation of this chapter shall be transferred to the office of
professional licensure and certification. The office of professional licensure and certification shall
consult with the advisory board established when implementing this chapter. Rules in effect upon
the effective date of this section shall remain in eﬁ"ect until repealed by the office of professional
licensure and certiﬁcatwn or until the rules explre, whichever occurs ﬁrst [Theboard-shall-bienni-

4 Manufactured Housing Installation Standards; Duties of the Advisory Board. Amend the heading and
introductory paragraph in RSA 205-D:3 to read as follows:

205-D:3 Duties of the Advisory Board.

The duties of the office of professional licensure and certification, in consultation with the advi-
sory board, shall be to:

I. Assure compliance with the Federal Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standard, in-
cluding compliance with the standard as amended by the Manufactured Housing Improvement Act of 2000,
Public Law 106-569.

II. Establish uniform manufactured housing installation standards in order to protect the quality, du-
rability, safety, and affordability of manufactured housing in this state.

I11. Adopt rules to adequately license and train manufactured housing installers in order to ensure the
proper performance of the house and protect the safety and welfare of the public.

IV. Ensure compliance with state installation standards by conducting appropriate inspections of the
installation of manufactured housing.

V. Provide a fair and effective recourse for consumers relative to installation standards; and provide a
dispute resolution program for timely resolution of disputes between manufacturers, retailers, and installers
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of manufactured houses regarding responsibility, and for the issuance of appropriate orders, for the correc-
tion or repair of defects in manufactured houses that are reported during the one year period beginning on
the date of installation.

5 Manufactured Housing Installation Standards; Installation Standards. Amend RSA 205-D:4, III to read
as follows:

ITI. Installers shall have the option of installing manufactured housing in accordance with one of the
following standards:

(a) New Hampshire installation standards as developed by the executive director, in consultation
with the advisory board.

(b) A design prepared by a registered professional engineer or architect for the site.

(¢) The manufacturer’s installation instructions, provided that such instructions meet or exceed the
New Hampshire installation standards as developed by the executive director, in consultation with the
advisory board.

6 Manufactured Housing Installation Standards; Inspectors. Amend RSA 205-D:5 to read as follows:
205-D:5 Inspectors.

I. The local enforcement agency, or if there is no local enforcement agency, the [board-or-the-board’s
designee] executive director or the executive director’s designee, shall:

(a) Conduct appropriate inspections to ensure compliance throughout the state with installation prac-
tices consistent with the provisions of this chapter and rules promulgated hereunder.

(b) Enter any premises on which an installation is being or has been completed subject to regulation
under this chapter for the purpose of making such inspection as is necessary to carry out his or her duties
under this chapter. Inspections shall be done prior to occupancy of the manufactured house.

(¢) Order the correction of any violation of this chapter, or rule adopted under this chapter.

(d) Order any installer to discontinue installation until the violations are corrected.

(e) Approve the continuation of work on the installation upon being satisfied that violations have been
corrected.

(f) Issue a certificate of compliance upon satisfaction that a manufactured house has been installed
in compliance with this chapter and the rules promulgated under this chapter.

II. Whenever a local enforcement agency, or if there is no local enforcement agency, the thoard-or-the
board’s—designeel executive director of the office of professional licensure and certification or the
executive director’s designee orders the correction of a violation under subparagraph I(c), he or she shall
immediately notify the [board] executive director.

ITI. A certificate of compliance shall be required for occupancy.

IV. Any installer aggrieved under the provisions of this section may file a complaint [inaceordance-with
RSA265-D:6].

7 Manufactured Housing Installation Standards; License Required. Amend RSA 205-D:7 to read as follows:
205-D:7 License Required. No person shall install any manufactured house subject to the provisions of this
chapter without first obtaining a license from the [board] executive director of the office of professional
licensure and certification as required by this chapter.
8 Manufactured Housing Installation Standards; Qualifications for License. Amend RSA 205-D:8 to read
as follows:
205-D:8 Qualifications for License.
The [board] executive director shall issue a license to any applicant who at a minimum:
I. Has attained the age of 18;
II. Has 2 years experience as a manufactured housing installer or [proves-to-the-board’s—satisfaction]

equivalent installation experience as determined by rules adopted by the executive director pursuant
to RSA 541-A,
ITI. Has successfully completed 6 hours of training on installation standards; and
IV. Complies with the requirements of RSA 205-D:10.
9 Manufactured Housing Installation Standards; Bond Required. Amend RSA 205-D:9, I to read as follows:
I. The [board] executive director shall not issue a license to any person unless the person or his or her
employer on his or her behalf has posted a surety bond or letter of credit to be held by the state treasurer in
an amount to be determined by the [board] executive director. No surety bond or letter of credit shall be
accepted unless it is with a surety company authorized to do business in this state. The surety may cancel
the bond or letter of credit at any time upon giving 30 days’ written notice to the board.
10 Manufactured Housing Installation Standards; Application for License. Amend RSA 205-D:10 to read
as follows:
205-D:10 Application for License.
I. Applications for licenses shall be made on forms adopted by the [board] executive director.
I1. Applications for licensure shall be accompanied by proof of the surety bond required by this chapter,
and payment of the license fee.
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] Persons licensed as installers are eligible for renewal of their licenses if they:
(a) Are not in violation of this chapter;
(b) Meet any requirements for continuing education established by the [board] executive director in
rules adopted pursuant to RSA 541-A; and
(c) Submit evidence that a surety bond required under RSA 205-D:9 is in force.
12 Manufactured Housing Installation Standards; Warranty Seal. Amend RSA 205-D:17 to read as follows:
205-D:17 Warranty Seal. In order to keep record of and verify the proper installation of manufactured
homes, no manufactured house may be installed in this state until the manufacturer or an installer licensed
by the [board] executive director has obtained a warranty seal from the [board] executive director and
attached the seal to the manufactured house.
13 Manufactured Housing Installation Standards; Rulemaking Authority. Amend RSA 205-D:20 to read
as follows:
205-D:20 Rulemaking Authority.
The executive director, with the advice of the advisory board, shall be authorized, pursuant to RSA
541-A, to adopt rules relative to:
I. The establishment of uniform manufactured housing installation standards.

V] II. The qualifications of license applicants set under this chapter.

[V=] II1. How an applicant shall be trained, including the minimum education requirements and training
standards.

[VHE] IV. Ethical and professional standards required to be met by each holder of a license to practice
under this chapter and how disciplinary actions by the board shall be implemented for violations of these
standards.

: . or]
[XHE] V. The establishment of bond and letter of credit requirements under RSA 205-D:9.
14 Repeal. The following are repealed:

I. RSA 205-D:12, relative to fees.

II. RSA 205-D:15, relative to penalty.

ITI. RSA 205-D:19, relative to federal funds and other funding sources.

15 Nursing Home Administrators; Definitions. Amend RSA 151-A:1, I to read as follows:

I. “Board” means the advisory board of examiners of nursing home administrators of the state of New
Hampshire.

16 Nursing Home Administrators; Advisory Board of Examiners. Amend RSA 151-A:3 to read as follows:
151-A:3 Advisory Board of Examiners of Nursing Home Administrators.

I. To provide state supervision over regulatory bodies comprised of active market participants,
the responsibility for implementation of this chapter shall be transferred to the executive director
of the office of professional licensure and certification effective July 1, 2024. The executive director
shall consult with the advisory board established when implementing this chapter. Rules in effect
upon the effective date of this section shall remain in effect until repealed by the executive director
of the office of professional licensure and certification or until the rules expire, whichever occurs
first.
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II. There shall be [a] an advisory board of examiners of nursing home administrators, which [beard]
shall be composed of [9] 3 members[;] appointed by the executive director of the office of professional
licensure and certification, who are [asfollows:Four-members—shatl-be] nursing home administrators
dulyhcensed and reglstered under thls chapter our-members-shall beseleetedfromother professions-and

ViA{Repeatedt
17 Nursing Home Administrators; Functions and Duties of the Advisory Board. Amend RSA 151-A:4 to
read as follows:
151-A:4 Functions and Duties of the Advisory Board.
I. It shall be the function and duty of the office of professional licensure and certification, in con-
sultation with the board, to:

(a) Develop, impose, and enforce standards which must be met by individuals in order to receive a
license as a nursing home administrator, which standards shall be designed to insure that nursing home
administrators will be individuals who are of good character and are otherwise suitable, and who, by training
or experience in the field of institutional administration, are qualified to serve as nursing home administra-
tors; and

(b) Develop and apply appropriate techniques, including examinations and investigations, for deter-
mining whether an individual meets such standardsl;].

II. [Repealed ]
ITI. [Repealed.]
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18 Nursing Home Administrators; Rulemaking. Amend RSA 151-A:4-a to read as follows:

151-A:4-a Rulemaking.

The executive director, in consultation with the board, shall adopt rules pursuant to RSA 541-A as
may be necessary for the proper performance of its duties, and to take such other actions as may be necessary
to enable the state:

I. To meet the requirements set forth in section 1908 of the Social Security Act and other federal require-
ments.

I—H—] II To estabhsh a schedule of fines.

[FV=] I11. To establish criteria for disciplinary actions.

[V=] IV. To establish standards and criteria for licensing, application and examination of applicants, and
criteria for granting waivers of experience pursuant to RSA 151-A:5, II.

[VE] V. To establish criteria for review and approval of educational requirements, including formal
educational requirements for licensure or renewal and practical training requirements.

[ViE+{Repealed-]

19 Nursing Home Administrators; Qualifications for Admission to Examination. Amend RSA 151-A:5 to
read as follows:

151-A:5 Qualifications for Admission to Examination.

The [board] executive director shall admit to examination for licensure as a nursing home administrator
any candidate who pays [alicensing] the required fee and submits evidence of good moral character and
suitability prescribed by the executive director, in consultation with the board, and evidence that the
candidate is at least 21 years old and has completed preliminary education satisfactory to the [board] execu-
tive director; provided:

I. That no applicant for licensure as a nursing home administrator shall be admitted to such licensing
examination, nor shall such applicant be entitled to or be granted a l1cense as a nurs1ng home adm1n1strat0r
unless such apphcant shall submit written evidence [;on v ; -tk d;] that
the applicant has successfully completed a bachelor of science or bachelor of arts degree from an accredited
school.

IT1. That no applicant for licensure as a nursing home administrator shall be admitted to such licensing
examination, nor shall such applicant be entitled to or be granted a license as a nursing home administrator
unless the applicant submits evidence [satisfactory-to-theboard| that such applicant possesses such training
or experience in the field of institutional administration as is required by the rules of the executive director,
in consultation with the board, or has been granted a waiver by the executive director, in consultation
with the board based on conditions established by rule.

20 Nursing Home Administrators; Examinations. Amend RSA 151-A:6 to read as follows:

151-A:6 Examinations.

[E] The executive director, in consultation with the board, shall determine the subjects of examina-
tion for applicants for licensure as nursing home administrators, and the scope, content and format of such
examinations which in any examination shall be the same for all candidates; provided, however, that such
examinations shall include examination of the applicant to demonstrate the applicant’s proficiency in the
rules of the department of health and human serv1ces pertammg to health and safety

[ a s - rac o
deﬂgna-ter]

21 Nursing Home Administrators; Criminal History Record Checks. Amend RSA 151-A:6-a to read as follows:

151-A:6-a Criminal History Record Checks.

I. Every applicant for initial or reciprocity licensure or reinstatement shall submit to the [board] office
of professional licensure and certification a criminal history record release form, as provided by the New
Hampshire division of state police, which authorizes the release of his or her criminal history record, if any,
to the [board] office of professional licensure and certification.

I1. The applicant shall submit with the release form a complete set of fingerprints taken by a qualified
law enforcement agency or an authorized employee of the department of safety. In the event that the first
set of fingerprints is invalid due to insufficient pattern, a second set of fingerprints shall be necessary in
order to complete the criminal history records check. If, after 2 attempts, a set of fingerprints is invalid due
to insufficient pattern, the board may, in lieu of the criminal history records check, accept police clearances
from every city, town, or county where the person has lived during the past 5 years.

ITI. The [board] office of professional licensure and certification shall submit the criminal history
records release form and fingerprint form to the division of state police which shall conduct a criminal history
records check through its records and through the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Upon completion of the
records check, the division of state police shall release copies of the criminal history records to the [board]
office of professional licensure and certification.




44 17 MAY 2024 HOUSE RECORD

V=] IV. The apphcant shall bear the cost of a crlmmal hlstory record check
22 Nursing Home Administrators; Licenses. Amend RSA 151-A:7 to read as follows:
151-A:7 Licenses.
I. An applicant for a license as a nursing home administrator who has:
(a) Successfully complied with the requirements of RSA 151-A:5 and the standards provided for
therein; and
(b) Passed the examlnatlon prov1ded for in RSA 151 A:6 shall be 1ssued a hcense [0ﬂ—a—ferm—pr0*v-rf}ed

ard| may issue a non-renewable
temporary emergency permlt to a person of good character and su1tab1l1ty to act in the capacity of an ad-
ministrator under the supervision of a licensed administrator pending [aetionby-the-board-until] the next
examination or not to exceed 6 months.

III If the [boa-rf}] o/ﬁce of professwnal llcensure and certlﬁcatwn finds that programs of training
and instruction conducted within the state are not sufficient in number or content to enable nursing home
administrators to meet requirements established pursuant to this chapter, the [board] office may request
the department of health and human services to institute and conduct or arrange with others to conduct
one or more such programs, and shall make provision for their accessibility to residents of this state. The
department of health and human services may approve programs conducted within and without this state as
sufficient to meet education and training requirements established pursuant to this chapter. For purposes of
this paragraph, the department of health and human services shall have the authority to receive and disburse
state funds allocated for this purpose and federal funds received pursuant to section 1908(e)(1) of the Social
Security Act.

23 Repeal. The following are repealed:

I. RSA 151-A:1, II, relative to definition of “secretary”.

II. RSA 151-A:6, II, relative to examinations of nursing home administrators.

ITII. RSA 151-A:8, 1, I1, III, IV, and V, relative to registration.

IV. RSA 151-A:9, relative to reciprocity.

V. RSA 151-A:10, relative to injunctions.

VI. RSA 151-A:12, relative to restoration of licenses and registrations.

VII. RSA 151-A:13, relative to separability clause.

24 Massage Therapists and Massage Establishments; Regulation of Massage Therapists and Massage
Establishments. Amend RSA 328-B:1 to read as follows:

328-B:1 Regulation of Massage Therapists and Massage Establishments. The general court, to protect the
health, safety, and welfare of the people of the state of New Hampshire, establishes a regulatory program for
massage therapists, including establishing basic qualifications for licensure of massage therapists, reflex-
ologists, structural integrators, or Asian bodywork therapists. To promote efficiency and economy,
eliminate redundancies in licensure requirements, reduce administrative costs, and facilitate
customer service, the advisory boards previously established in RSA 328-B and RSA 328-H shall be
combined to provide consultation to the executive director under one advisory board.

25 Massage Therapists and Massage Establishments; Definitions. Amend RSA 328-B:2 II to read as follows:

I1. “Advisory board” means the advisory board of massage therapists, reflexologists, structural inte-
grators, and Asian bodywork therapists.

26 Massage Therapists and Massage Establishments; Advisory Board of Massage Therapists, Reflexologists,
Structural Integrators, and Asian Bodywork Therapists. Amend RSA 328-B:5 to read as follows:

328-B:5 Advisory Board of Massage Therapists, Reflexologists, Structural Integrators, and Asian
Bodywork Therapists.

The executive director shall establish the advisory board of massage therapists, reflexologists, struc-
tural integrators, and Asian bodywork therapists. The board shall consist of [3] 2 massage therapists,
one reflexologist, one structural integrator, and one Asian bodywork therapist, who are licensees in
the state of New Hampshire. The members shall be appointed for 3 years, staggered so that the term of one
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member expires each year, and they shall hold office until successors are appointed, and shall serve on the
board without any compensation. In no event shall a member serve more than 2 full consecutive terms. The
board shall[:] advise the executive director regarding the implementation of this chapter and RSA
328-H.

27 Massage Theraplsts Reﬂexologlsts Structural Integrators and As1an Bodywork Therapists; Definitions.
Amend RSA 328-H:2, II to read as follows:

II. “Board” means the advisory board of massage therapists, [reflexology] reflexologists, structural
[integration] integrators, and Asian bodywork [therapy] therapists established in RSA 328-B:5.

28 Reflexologists, Structural Integrators, and Asian Bodywork Therapists; Powers and Duties of the Execu-
tive Director; Rulemaking. Amend RSA 328-H:5, VII to read as follows:

VII. Establish and appoint an advisory board of massage therapists, [reflexology| reflexologists,
structural [integration]| integrators, and Asian bodywork [therapy| therapists, as provided in RSA 328-B:5
and RSA 328-H:6.

29 Reflexologists, Structural Integrators, and Asian Bodywork Therapists; Powers and Duties of the Execu-
tive Director; Rulemaking. Amend RSA 328-H:5, VIII to read as follows:

VIII. Pursuant to RSA 541-A, adopt rules relative to:

[ta)Tate-fees-and-reinstated-licensefees:

tb)] (a) The contents of license application forms.

[te)] (b) The qualifications required for practitioners which shall include certification from national
certifying agencies, provided that the certifying agencies has been approved by the executive director or as
otherwise set forth in th1s chapter

[te)] (¢) The form content, deadhnes and retent10n of sworn reports requlred from hcensees
(Dl (d) Exemptlons from licensure under RSA 328-H:13.
[te)] ( e) Walver prov1s1ons as necessary to 1mp1ement thls chapter

Dl () A schedule of admlnlstratlve ﬁnes Whlch may be 1mposed under RSA 328 H 15 for violation of
this chapter or the rules adopted pursuant to 1t

30 Reﬂexologlsts Structural Integrators and As1an Bodywork Theraplsts RSA 328 H 6 is repealed and
reenacted to read as follows:

328-H:6 Advisory Board of Massage Therapists, Reflexologists, Structural Integrators, and Asian Bodywork
Therapists.

The executive director shall establish the advisory board of massage therapists, reflexologists, structural
integrators, and Asian bodywork therapists, as set forth in RSA 328-B:5, which shall advise on the imple-
mentation of this chapter.

31 Repeals; Massage Therapists and Massage Establishments. The following are repealed:

I. RSA 328-B:4, VII(h), relative to procedures for temporary permits.

II. RSA 328-B:4, VII(k)-(1), relative to administrative fines.

ITI. RSA 328-B:5-a, relative to temporary licenses for massage therapists.

IV. RSA 328-B:6, relative to license issuance.

V. RSA 328-B:7, relative to license renewal.

VI. RSA 328-B:11-a, relative to administrative fines.

VII. RSA 328-B:15, relative to injunctive relief.

32 Reflexologists, Structural integrators, and Asian Bodywork Therapists; Renewal of Practitioner License;
Reinstatement. Amend RSA 328-H:9, II to read as follows:

I1. All licenses issued pursuant to this chapter shall be renewed biennially [en-er-beforedune-36] pursu-
ant to RSA 310:8 upon approval by the executive director of the renewal application and submission of the
required renewal fee.

33 Cross Reference Removed; Reflexology; Powers and Duties of the Executive Director. Amend RSA 328-
H:5, VIII(G) to read as follows:
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(i) A schedule of administrative fines which may be imposed under [RSA-328-H:15-for-violationof-this
chapter-or-the] rules adopted [purswant-to-it] under RSA 541-A and in accordance with RSA 310:12.
34 Repeal; Reflexologists, Structural integrators, and Asian Bodywork Therapists. The following are re-
pealed:
I. RSA 328-H:15, relative to administrative fines.
IT. RSA 328-H:16, relative to injunctive relief.
35 Included Boards; Advisory Board of Massage Therapists, Reflexologists, Structural Integrators, and
Asian Bodywork Therapists. Amend RSA 310:2, II(c) to read as follows:
(c) Advisory board of massage therapists, reflexologists, structural integrators, and Asian body-
work therapists under RSA 328-B.
36 Included Boards; Advisory Board of Massage Therapists, Reflexologists, Structural Integrators, and
Asian Bodywork Therapists. Amend RSA 310:2, II(g) to read as follows:
(g) Advisory board of massage therapists, [reftexology| reflexologists, structural [integration] inte-
grators, and Asian bodywork [therapy] therapists under RSA 328-H.
37 Included Boards; Advisory Board of Examiners of Nursing Home Administrators. Amend RSA 310:2,
I1(o) to read as follows:
(0) Advisory board of examiners of nursing home administrators under RSA 151-A.
38 Included Boards; Installation Standards Advisory Board. Amend RSA 310:2, II(rr) to read as follows:
(rr) Installation standards advisory board under RSA 205-D.
39 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

Amendment to SB 330-FN
(2024-1865h)
Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services -r

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to allowing the ability to work from home to count toward unemployment benefits eligi-
bility and updated weekly unemployment benefit amount for total unemployment and maximum
total amount of benefits payable with effective dates through January 1, 2027.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:

2 Unemployment Compensation; Weekly Benefit Amount; Maximum Total Amount of Benefits. RSA 282-
A:25 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

282-A:25 Weekly Benefit Amount for Total Unemployment and Maximum Total Amount of Benefits Payable
During any Benefit Year. The maximum weekly benefit amount and maximum benefits payable to an eligible
individual, the first day of whose individual benefit year is on or after the effective date of this paragraph,
shall be determined by the individual’s annual earnings, of which in each of 2 calendar quarters the individual
must have earned not less than $1,400, as follows:

Annual Earnings of Maximum Weekly
Not Less Than Benefit Amount Maximum Benefits
$2800 $32 $840
3100 35 910
3400 39 1020
3900 45 1170
4200 48 1260
4500 52 1350
4800 55 1400
5100 59 1530
5600 64 1664
6100 69 1794
6600 75 1950
7000 80 2080
7400 83 2158
7800 88 2288
8200 92 2392
8600 96 2496
9000 101 2626
9500 106 2756
10000 112 2912
10500 117 3042
11000 122 3172

11500 128 3328
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12500 141 3666
13500 154 4004
14500 164 4264
15500 177 4602
16500 183 4758
17500 194 5044
18500 205 5330
19500 216 5616
20500 230 5980
21500 238 6188
22500 249 6474
23500 262 6812
24500 271 7046
25500 283 7358
26500 294 7644
27500 306 7956
28500 317 8242
29500 327 8502
30500 341 8866
31500 3561 9126
32500 360 9360
33500 372 9672
34500 383 9958
35500 395 10270
36500 410 10660
37500 415 10790
38500 427 11102
39500 443 11518
40500 449 11674
41500 460 11960

3 New Section; Weekly Benefit Amount. Amend RSA 282-A by inserting after section 282-A:25 the fol-

lowing new section:
282-A:25-a Weekly Benefit Amount.

I. In addition to RSA 281-A:25, effective January 1, 2025 the maximum weekly benefit amount and
maximum benefits payable to an eligible individual, the first day of whose individual benefit year is on or
after the effective date of this paragraph, shall be determined by the individual’s annual earnings, of which
in each of 2 calendar quarters the individual must have earned not less than $1,400, as follows:

Annual Earnings of Maximum Weekly
Not Less Than Benefit Amount Maximum Benefits
$42500 $471 $12246
43500 482 12532
44500 499 12974
45500 505 13130
46500 516 13416
47500 532 13832
48500 537 13962

II. In addition to RSA 281-A:25, and RSA 281-A:25-a, I, effective January 1, 2026 the maximum weekly
benefit amount and maximum benefits payable to an eligible individual, the first day of whose individual benefit
year is on or after the effective date of this paragraph, shall be determined by the individual’s annual earnings,
of which in each of 2 calendar quarters the individual must have earned not less than $1,400, as follows:

Annual Earnings of Maximum Weekly
Not Less Than Benefit Amount Maximum Benefits
$49500 $556 $14456
50500 568 14768
51500 570 14820
52500 582 15132
53500 600 15600
54500 610 15860

ITI. In addition to RSA 281-A:25, and RSA 281-A:25-a, I, and II, effective January 1, 2027 the maximum
weekly benefit amount and maximum benefits payable to an eligible individual, the first day of whose indi-
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vidual benefit year is on or after the effective date of this paragraph, shall be determined by the individual’s
annual earnings, of which in each of 2 calendar quarters the individual must have earned not less than $1,400,
as follows:

Annual Earnings of Maximum Weekly
Not Less Than Benefit Amount Maximum Benefits
$55500 $623 $16198
56500 625 16250
57500 639 16614
58500 650 16900
59500 659 17134
60000 672 17472

4 Effective Date.
I. Section 1 of this act shall take effect upon its passage.
II. The remainder of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2024-1865h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill allows the ability to work from home to count toward unemployment benefits eligibility and up-
dated weekly unemployment benefit amount for total unemployment and maximum total amount of benefits
payable with effective dates through January 1, 2027.

Floor Amendment to SB 340
(2024-1995h)
Proposed by Rep. Ladd

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to communication between parents and school districts regarding special education,
special education reporting requirements, and the office of the advocate for special education.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 New Paragraphs; Individualized Education Programs; Notice Requirement and Use of Special Education
Information System. Amend RSA 186-C:7 by inserting after paragraph IV the following new paragraphs:

V. The school district may provide the written notice and records regarding the child’s individualized
education program required under this chapter to the parent by electronic mail, unless the parent elects to
receive such information by U.S. mail.

VI. To assist parents and schools, local school districts shall notify the department through the special
education information system that an individualized education program, educational placement, identifica-
tion, or evaluation of a child has been rejected by the parent within 5 instruction days of the decision. Within
30 business days following notification, the department shall communicate to the parent a description of the
available resolution processes and sources for information or assistance in pursuing resolution. The depart-
ment may use personally identifiable information in the special education information system to mail or email
the parent the description of the referenced dispute resolution process.

2 Department of Education; Annual Report Regarding Special Education. Amend RSA 186-C:3-a, II-a(a)
to read as follows:

(a) In addition to the requirements of paragraph II, the department of education shall [annwaly]
submit [a] an annual report by September 1, to the commissioner of the department and the state board
of education that:

(1) Shows the identification of children with disabilities analyzed according to the following crite-
ria: age and grade level, and number and percentage of the total number of children with disabilities in each
disability category.

(2) Includes expenditures for special education as reported to the department of education by school
districts and state and federal revenues for special education received by school districts.

(3) Shows the annual progress and compliance on the state’s performance plan required by 20 U.S.C.
section 1416(b), 20 U.S.C. section 1412(a)(15), and 20 U.S.C. section 1416(a)(3).

(4) Shows the progress and compliance with the requirements in the [No-ChildTeft Behind-Act-of
2001] Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015, 20 U.S.C. section 6311(b), and RSA 193-E:3, and RSA
193-H:2, with respect to children with disabilities.

(5) Shows the number and category of parental refusals or partial refusals of services or
placements for students with disabilities proposed in individualized education programs (IEPs)
and tracks the resolution of those parental refusals, including the timeline for resolution through
dispute resolution methods provided by or overseen by the department.

3 Office of the Advocate for Special Education. Amend RSA 186-C:38, I(d) to read as follows:
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(d) Have authority to inquire of, investigate, and review all documents from any school, district, or

catca O acpa C a B Caavolcatet d ave—da C O—a aoCUu C

abilities:] the department consistent with state and federal laws. Any required parental consent for
access shall be obtained by the advocate and provided to the department. The department and ad-
vocate shall enter into a memorandum of understanding for access to student records maintained
by the department.

4 Advocate for Special Education. Amend RSA 186-C:39, II to read as follows:

IT. The annual report shall also include a summary of the parent complaints being filed against schools
by families in regard to these services. The complaints shall remain confidential and shall not be made
available to the public. For purposes of this section, the complaints are as to the lack of compliance of IEP
and 504 plans or the denial of eligibility and/or lack of services. To assist in the fulfillment of the duty
to prepare this annual report, the advocate shall be provided, upon request, reports generated
from any databases maintained at the department that pertain to complaints and resolution of
disputes regarding the provision of special education and related services. Such reports to the
advocate may include personally identifiable data, including but not limited to district of liability
and student identification numbers if so requested by the advocate for purposes of the advocate’s
understanding of the resolution of complaints. Any personally identifiable student information
shall be fully redacted or not included in the aggregate data provided in the advocate’s annual
report.

5 Local School District Alternative Dispute Resolution Programs. Amend RSA 186-C:23-a to read as follows:
186-C:23-a Local School District Alternative Dispute Resolution Programs.

I. Each school district in New Hampshire [is-encouraged-to] may develop options for alternative dispute
resolutions which can be utilized at the local district level. A plan outlining these methods [may] shall be
submitted to the department of education for review. The department shall provide technical assistance
at the request of the school districts in developing and implementing these alternative dispute resolution
options.

I1. Local school districts [and-parents-are-encouraged-to] shall submit to the department of education
information relating to methods of alternative dispute resolution [which-have-proven-—to-be-effective] that
have been used within the district each year, including the topic of the dispute and resolution, if
any. Pursuant to RSA 21-N:7, II, the department shall develop a system whereby such information can be
collected[;] and compiled[;and-disseminated-tolocal-school-distriets].

6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2024-1995h
AMENDED ANALYSIS’

This bill:

I. Provides that the school district may provide information regarding a child’s special education program
by electronic mail unless the parent elects to receive such information by U.S. mail.

IT. Expands certain special education reporting requirements by local districts, the department of educa-
tion, and the advocate for special education.

ITI. Directs the department of education and advocate for special education to enter into a memorandum
of understanding regarding access to student records maintained by the department.

Amendment to SB 352-FN-A
(2024-1915h)
Proposed by the Committee on Finance-r
Amend subparagraph I(a) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

(a) All active and retired permanent firefighters under RSA 100-A:1 shall be offered a comprehensive
early detection cancer screening that consists of any combination of one or more of the following tests: a blood
test, an ultrasound of vital organs, and a lung CT if indicated.

Amend subparagraph V(a) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

V.(a) Firefighter participation in cancer screenings shall be optional and a firefighter shall be eligible
to receive any combination of offered screenings.

Amend paragraph VII as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

VII. The committee authorized in paragraph IV shall present their findings to the governor, the
senate president, and the speaker of the house of representatives after 12 months and after 24 months
of the pilot program’s administration. Findings shall include: number of firefighters screened; tests con-
ducted; results of tests; follow-up testing to confirm the results of the screening; cost of follow-up tests
and method of payment including the firefighter share of costs; trends; and any recommendations for the
pilot program.



50 17 MAY 2024 HOUSE RECORD

Amendment to SB 354-FN
(2024-1803h)
Proposed by the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Affairs-c

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 New Section; Accident and Health Insurance; Applying Patient Assistance for Prescription Drugs to Cost
Sharing. Amend RSA 415:18 by inserting after section 415:18-ee the following new section:

415:18-ff Applying Patient Assistance for Prescription Drugs to Cost Sharing.

I. In this section:

(a) “Cost-sharing” means any coinsurance, copayment, deductible or out-of-pocket maximum.

(b) “Independent charity patient assistance program” means a program that meets the standards set
out by the United States Department of Health and Human Services Office of Inspector General at 70 FR
70623 and 79 FR 31120.

II. Each insurer that issues or renews any policy of group accident or health insurance which provides
coverage for prescription drugs, or which contracts with an entity providing such prescription drug coverage,
including but not limited to pharmacy benefit manager companies, shall apply any amounts paid at the time
of a claim on behalf of an enrollee by an independent charity patient assistance program to the enrollee’s cost
sharing requirements, except in the case of a covered prescription drug for which there is a generic alterna-
tive, biosimilar, or other covered alternative available.

III. The requirement in paragraph II shall apply when an independent charity patient assistance pro-
gram funded directly or indirectly by a pharmaceutical manufacturer offers the assistance to the enrollee for
the full plan year.

IV. If the assistance payment is not processed in coordination with the enrollee’s health insurance
coverage at the point of sale, then an insurer or its contracted entity providing prescription drug coverage
may require a pharmacy processing an assistance payment from an independent charity patient assistance
program on behalf of an enrollee to disclose to the enrollee’s insurer:

(a) The name of the enrollee on whose behalf a payment was made;

(b) The name of the covered prescription drug for which the payment was made;

(c) The amount of the payment that was provided; and

(d) Any other terms and conditions that are attached to the assistance program under which payment
was made.

V. For a health care contract that meets the definition of a “high deductible plan” set forth in 26 U.S.C.
section 223(c)(2) or a catastrophic health plan, as defined under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act of 2009, a carrier shall be exempt from the provisions of this section until an enrollee’s deductible has
been satisfied for the year.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect on January 1, 2026.

2024-1803h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill requires an insurer to apply any amount paid by an independent charity patient assistance pro-
gram to the enrollee’s cost sharing requirements, except in the case of a covered prescription drug for which
there is a generic, biosimilar, or other covered alternative.

Amendment to SB 355-FN
(2024-1983h)
Proposed by the Committee on Finance-r

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Department of Health and Human Services; Early Detection of Cytomegalovirus. The commissioner of
the department of health and human services shall amend current rule He-P 3008.15 to require individuals
conducting newborn hearing screening and diagnostic hearing evaluation reports to include the result of cy-
tomegalovirus (CMV) screening for any infant who does not pass the final newborn hearing screening. Such
rules shall clearly indicate that the parent may opt-out of the screenings.

2 Department of Health and Human Services; Early Detection of Cytomegalovirus. The department of
health and human services shall provide information on the importance of early detection of cytomegalovirus
(CMV) through the New Hampshire newborn screening program, established in RSA 132:10-a, and include
an update on targeted newborn CMV screening in New Hampshire to the oversight committee on health and
human services, established in RSA 126-A:13, for inclusion in the department’s annual report, pursuant to
RSA 132:10-a, IV, on or before March 1, 2025.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2025.
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2024-1983h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill directs the department of health and human services to revise administrative rules to require
individuals conducting newborn hearing screening and diagnostic hearing evaluation reports to include the
result of cytomegalovirus (CMV) screenings for any infant who does not pass the final newborn hearing
screening, provided that the parent has not declined to participate in such screenings. The bill also directs
the department to provide information on the importance of early detection of CMV through the newborn
screening program and to provide an update on targeted newborn CMV screenings to the oversight committee
on health and human services.

Amendment to SB 371-FN
(2024-1671h)
Proposed by the Committee on Executive Departments and Administration-c

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT relative to the licensing and regulation of physicians.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Physicians and Surgeons; Examining Board; Board; Duties. Amend RSA 329:2, II(a) to read as follows:
(a) [Evaluate] Establish criteria for persons [whe] to apply for the authorlty to practice medicine

in New Hampshire [and-license-to-those-who-arefound-qualified] under the standards of this chapter.
2 Physicians and Surgeons; Examining Board; Board; Duties. Amend RSA 329:2, II(d) to read as follows:

(d) Assess[;ecompromise,and-—collect] c1v1l penaltles against persons engaged in the unauthorized
practice of medicine or other violations of this chapter.
3 Physicians and Surgeons; Examining Board; Rulemaking Authority. Amend RSA 329:9, XV to read as
follows:

XV. [Proecedural-and] Substantive requirements for assessing[;eempromising-and-eoHeeting| administra-
tive fines against licensees as authorized under [RSA-329:17-Vi{g)] RSA 310:12 and against licensees and
nonlicensees as authorized by RSA 329:2, II(d).

4 Physicians and Surgeons; Examinations and Licenses; Criminal History Record Checks. Amend RSA
329:11-a, I-IV to read as follows:

I. Every applicant for initial permanent licensure or reinstatement shall submit to the [board-of medicine]
office of professional licensure and certification a criminal history record release form, as provided by
the New Hampshire division of state police, which authorizes the release of his or her criminal history record,
if any, to the [board] office.

II. The applicant shall submit with the release form a complete set of fingerprints taken by a qualified
law enforcement agency or an authorized employee of the department of safety. In the event that the first set
of fingerprints is invalid due to insufficient pattern, a second set of fingerprints shall be necessary in order to
complete the criminal history records check. If, after 2 attempts, a set of fingerprints is invalid due to insuf-
ficient pattern, the [board] office may, in lieu of the criminal history records check, accept police clearances
from every city, town, or county where the person has lived during the past 5 years.

ITI. The [board] office shall submit the criminal history records release form and fingerprint form to the
division of state police which shall conduct a criminal history records check through its records and through
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Upon completion of the records check, the division of state police shall
release copies of the criminal history records to the [board] office.

IV. The [board] office shall review the criminal record information prior to making a licensing decision
and shall maintain the confidentiality of all criminal history records received pursuant to this section.

5 Physicians and Surgeons; Examinations and Licenses; Qualifications of Licensees. Amend RSA 329:12,
I(a) through the introductory subparagraph of (d) to read as follows:
(a) Pay a fee established by the [board] office of professional licensure and certification.
(b) Submit an application [in-a-fermpreseribed-bytheboard] which shall be verified by oath.
(¢) Submit a complete set of fingerprints and a criminal history record release form pursuant to RSA
329:11-a.
(d) Demonstrate to the reasonable satisfaction of the [board] office that the applicant:
6 Physicians and Surgeons; Examinations and Licenses; Qualifications of Licensees; Waiver of Examination
Requirement. Amend RSA 329:12, II to read as follows:

I1. The [board-may] office shall waive the examination requirement for any applicant who has satisfac-
torily passed all examinations and requirements to become board certified by the American Board of Medical
Specialties (ABMS) or by the American Osteopathic Association (AOA).

7 Physicians and Surgeons; Examinations and Licenses; Action on License Applications. Amend RSA 329:14
to read as follows:
329:14 Action on License Applications.
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RSA 310: 4 II(c)

IT. No application shall be granted unless the [board] office finds that the applicant possesses the nec-
essary educational, character and other professional qualifications to practice medicine, and that no circum-
stances exist which would be grounds for disciplinary action against a licensed physician pursuant to RSA
329:17, 1, or other applicable statute.

III. The [board] office shall grant an unrestricted permanent license to persons it finds to have the
necessary professional qualifications. The [board] office may also, in consultation with the board, by
consent or after notice and the opportunity to be heard, resolve issues concerning professional qualifications
or circumstances that would be grounds for non-disciplinary remedial action against a licensed physician by
granting a temporary license, or a temporary or permanent license with restrictions.

IV. [Repealed.]

V.(a) The [board] office shall issue special training licenses to persons of good professional character who
are enrolled in a regular residency or graduate fellowship training program accredited by the Council on Gradu-
ate Medical Education, and who possess such further education and training as the board may require by rule.

(b) Persons holding training licenses shall be subject to the disciplinary provisions of RSA 329:17 and
such additional professional character and competency requirements as the board may require by rule.

(c¢) Training licenses shall be confined to activities performed in the course of the qualifying residency
or graduate fellowship training program, shall expire automatically upon the licensee’s separation from the
residency or graduate fellowship training program for any reason, and may be issued on a restricted or con-
ditional basis.

VI. The [board] office may issue special licenses containing conditions, limitations, or restrictions, in-
cluding licenses limited to specific periods of time in accordance with rules adopted under RSA 329:9, VIII.

VII. The [board] office may issue courtesy licenses authorizing the practice of medicine under limited
conditions as defined by the board by rule. Courtesy licenses shall not exceed 100 days and shall be limited
in location. All applicants shall hold an active[;unrestrietedlicense-in—another-state-and| license in good
standing from another jurisdiction that has substantially similar licensing requirements to New
Hampshire’s licensing requirements. Applicants shall also meet the same character qualifications as
other licensees.

VIII. The [board] office may issue licenses authorizing the practice of medicine limited to administrative
medicine for physicians whose practice does not include the provision of clinical services to patients.

8 Physicians and Surgeons; Renewal of Licenses; Renewal. Amend RSA 329:16-a to read as follows:

329:16-a Renewal. Every person licensed to practice under this chapter except as provided in RSA 329:16-c,
shall apply [to-thebeard-en-abienntal-basis] for renewal of license in accordance with RSA 310:8 on forms
provided by the [board] office of professwnal ltcensure and certtﬁcatwn and shall pay a renewal fee as
estabhshed by the [boa-re} ofﬁce e he W ; e

9 Phys1c1ans and Surgeons Renewal of L1censes Inactlve Status. Amend RSA 329:16-c to read as follows:

329:16-c Inactive Status. A [personlicensed-by-the-board] licensee who does not intend to engage in such
licensed profession in this state, upon written request to the [board] office of professional licensure and
certification, may have one’s name transferred to inactive status and shall not be required to renew such
license or pay any renewal fee as long as the person remains inactive.

10 Physicians and Surgeons; Renewal of Licenses; License Notice Requirements. Amend RSA 329:16-f to
read as follows:

329:16-f License Notice Requirements.

I. All licensees shall maintain their current business address on file with the [board] office of profes-
sional licensure and certification, or if licensees have no business address, licensees shall provide their
current home address [shall-be-provided]. Any changes in the address, including the closing of an office shall
be promptly provided to the [board] office or, in any event, no later than 30 days from the date of the change.

IT. All licensees shall provide the [board] office with a copy of any notice of complaint, action for medi-
cal injury, or claim received from, or disciplinary action taken in a jurisdiction outside of this state within 30
days of receipt of such notice or action.

11 Physicians and Surgeons; Renewal of Licenses; Reinstatement. Amend RSA 329:16-h to read as follows:
329:16-h Reinstatement. Any person whose name has been placed on the inactive list may be restored to
active status upon the filing of a written request for reinstatement of license, accompanied by the reinstate-
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ment fee as established by the [board] office of professional licensure and certification, proof of satisfac-
tion of continuing medical education requirements established by RSA 329:16-g, and such other evidence of
professional competence as the board may reasonably require.

12 Physicians and Surgeons; Disciplinary Proceedings; Denial or Revocation of License. Amend RSA 329:17-
¢ to read as follows:

329:17-c Denial or Revocation of License. Upon receipt of an administratively final order from the licensing
authority of another jurisdiction which imposes disciplinary sanctions against a licensee of the board, or a person
applying for such license, the board may issue an order directing the licensee or applicant to appear and show
cause why similar disciplinary sanctions or, in the case of an applicant, license denial or restriction, should
not be imposed in the state. In any such proceeding, the decision of the foreign licensing authority may not be
collaterally attacked, but the licensee or applicant shall be given the opportunity to demonstrate why a lesser
sanction should be imposed. The board may issue any disciplinary sanction or take any action with regard to
a license application pursuant to this section otherwise permitted by this chapter, or other applicable law,
including sanctions or actions which are more stringent [then] than those imposed by the foreign jurisdiction.
The [board] office of professional licensure and certification may adopt summary procedures for handling
proceedings brought under this chapter, but shall furnish the respondent at least 10 days’ written notice and
a reasonable opportunity to be heard. The board may require a licensee to suspend practice in this state as a
condition of postponing a hearing date established for allegations brought under this section.

13 Repeal. The following are repealed:

I. RSA 329:9, XXI, relative to rulemaking authority concerning a process for registering certain practitioners.
II. RSA 329:16-d, relative to notice of renewal.
ITI. RSA 329:16-e, relative to neglect to renew.
IV. RSA 329:29, relative to proceedings of the medical review subcommittee.
14 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2024-1671h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill makes various changes regarding the licensing of and regulation of physicians, including transfer-
ring certain authority from the board of medicine to the office of professional licensure and certification.

Amendment to SB 373
(2024-1855h)
Proposed by the Committee on Executive Departments and Administration-r

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to the state building code and establishing a committee to study the needs of Native
Americans in New Hampshire.

Amend the bill by inserting after section 1 the following and renumbering the original section 2 to read as 7:

2 Committee Established. There is established a committee to study the needs of Native Americans in New
Hampshire.

3 Membership and Compensation.

I. The members of the committee shall be as follows:

(a) Three members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of represen-
tatives, one of whom shall be from the state-federal relations and veterans affairs committee, one from the
executive departments and administration committee, and one other member of the house of representatives.

(b) One member of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.

IT. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to the duties
of the committee.

4 Duties. The committee’s study shall include, but not be limited to:

I. Discussions with Native American communities in New Hampshire.

II. Discussions with directors of state offices or their designees concerning information relevant to the
duties of this committee.

ITI. Investigation of the issue of state recognition or other acknowledgment of New Hampshire Native
Americans, including the effects such recognition or acknowledgment might have on the application of federal
law to New Hampshire Native Americans.

IV. Review of the duties, activities, and composition of the New Hampshire commission on Native Ameri-
can affairs.

V. Suggestion of legislation in order to help meet needs identified in the study.

5 Chairperson; Quorum. The members of the study committee shall elect a chairperson from among the
members. The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the first-named house member. The first
meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section. Two members of
the committee shall constitute a quorum.
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6 Report. The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the
speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the
governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2024.

2024-1855h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill updates the state building code definition and establishes a committee to review the needs of Na-
tive Americans in New Hampshire and to review the duties, activities, and composition of the New Hampshire
commission on Native American affairs.

Amendment to SB 378
(2024-1898h)
Proposed by the Committee on Education-c
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Adequate Public Education; Performance-Based Accountability System. RSA 193-E:3-c is repealed and
reenacted to read as follows:
193-E:3-c Development, Implementation, and Review of the Performance-Based Accountability System.

I. There is hereby established a task force to develop and review the performance-based accountability
system (PBAS) that will serve to demonstrate that a school is providing the opportunity for an adequate
education as defined in RSA 193-E:2-a.

II. The task force shall be composed of no fewer than 10 and no more than 15 members and shall consist of:

(a) Six or more individuals who hold a current New Hampshire certification of superintendent, as-
sistant superintendent, or curriculum administrator. There shall be at least one representative of each of
the 5 New Hampshire School Administrators Association administrative regions and one statewide at large
representative.

(b) Two individuals who hold a current New Hampshire certification of principal.

(¢c) Two individuals who hold a current New Hampshire experienced educator license as classroom
teachers, one elementary and one secondary, who are familiar with performance-based accountability and
work in the role of classroom teacher in a school.

(d) Other educational experts whose understanding of performance-based accountability and expertise
will be of benefit to the task force’s duties.

III. The department of education shall:

(a) Appoint task force members after consultation with professional education organizations and
stakeholder groups with relevant assessment and accountability expertise.

(b) Advise, facilitate, and provide technical support to the task force as needed.

(c) Set the schedule and call meetings of the task force as needed to meet the deliverables of this section.

(d) Support the chairperson in posting notice and minutes of task force meetings as needed to meet
the deliverables of this section.

(e) Solicit public comment and host listening sessions relative to PBAS proposals in collaboration with
the task force.

IV. The task force shall have the following duties:

(a) Elect a chairperson.

(b) Define the performance-based accountability system to be used by schools that will ensure that
the opportunity for an adequate education as defined in RSA 193-E:2-a is provided.

(c) Identify performance criteria and measurements.

(d) Establish performance goals and the relative weights assigned to those goals.

(e) Ensure that PBAS performance criteria are aligned with academic standards and with the scope
and sequence of skill and knowledge development at various learning levels.

(f) Develop a process of continuous review and improvement to the PBAS.

(g) Review and make recommendations of the applicability and application of the PBAS for chartered
public schools established pursuant to RSA 194-B and alternative schools.

(h) Advise the department on the initial and ongoing implementation of PBAS, including developing
deadlines and data collection and reporting methodologies.

V. The department may provide stipends, mileage, and expense reimbursement to members of the task
force established in this section, as well as make expenditures of other costs associated with administration
of the task force as determined to be appropriate by the department.

VI. Any unexpended funds for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, and each biennium thereafter in
accounts 06-56-560040-3043-612 and 06-56-567010-7064-612, shall not lapse and shall be made available
to the department of education for the purpose of providing reimbursements of expenses related to this
section.
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VII. The task force shall develop a performance-based scoring system, which shall be based on data and
indicators which are already provided to the department and/or performance measures that schools are already
required to provide the department under other state or federal laws. In establishing the performance-based
system, the task force may consider one or more of the following data and indicators:

(a) Performance on state assessments pursuant to RSA 193-C.

(b) Indicators identified in RSA 193-E:3, 1.

(c) College and career readiness indicators aligned to the New Hampshire consolidated state plan, as
required by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 20 U.S.C. section 6301 et seq. as amended.

(d) Other metrics as determined by the task force.

VIII. The task force shall provide a report of its findings and make recommendations for future legislation
for the performance-based accountability system to the state board of education and the legislative oversight
committee established in RSA 193-C:8-a no later than June 30, 2026.

2 Performance-Based School Accountability System; Verification Process. Amend RSA 193-E:3-d to read
as follows:

193-E:3-d Performance-Based School Accountability System; Verification Process. Prior to the submission
of the final report pursuant to [RSA193-E:3-¢,1V;] RSA 193-E:3-c¢, VIII, the department shall undertake a
process to verify and test the integrity, accuracy, and validity of the performance-based accountability system
utilizing the best available data from one school from each of the counties in the state. The commissioner
shall ensure, to the greatest extent possible, that the verification process utilizes the best available data from
a balance of elementary and secondary schools representing diverse socioeconomic conditions throughout the
state. The commissioner shall work with school officials and faculty from the selected schools to implement
the performance-based school accountability program and to develop a data collection system which will allow
schools to easily report results to the department for analysis and reporting. The commissioner shall review
and make recommendations regarding the performance-based accountability system to ensure that the system
adequately measures the goals and indicators associated with student academic achievement and growth.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect June 30, 2024.

Amendment to SB 393-FN
(2024-1793h)
Proposed by the Committee on Finance-r
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

1 Department of Environmental Services; Appropriation. The sum of $2,000,000 from general funds and the
sum of $4,500,000 from a combination of federal funds and the drinking water and groundwater trust fund
established under RSA 485-F for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025 is hereby appropriated to the depart-
ment of environmental services for the purpose of funding regional drinking water infrastructure as part of
Phase 2 of the southern New Hampshire regional water project to increase water supply by over 2 million
gallons per day to multiple towns impacted by per- and polyfluoroalkyl substance contamination and growing
water demands. The project shall include design of all ancillary projects needed, construction of chemical feed
at existing water storage tanks in Derry and Salem, and raising the water level of Lake Massabesic. This
sum shall be nonlapsing. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the
treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Amendment to SB 402
(2024-1810h)
Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs-r

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
1 Pharmacist Administration of Vaccines. Amend RSA 318:16-b to read as follows:

I. A pharmacist, pharmacy intern, licensed advanced pharmacy technician, or certified pharmacy techni-
cian, under the supervision of an on-site immunizing pharmacist may administer influenza and a COVID-19
vaccine, if available, to the general public.

II. A pharmac1st pharmacy intern, or licensed advanced pharmacy technician, under the supervision

of an on- 51te 1mmun1z1ng pharmac1st may admlnlster [haeme—phr}u-s—mﬂﬂeﬁza—hepafrt-rsﬂepafrt-rs—B—

vaccines licensed by the Untted States Food and Drug Admlnlstratwn that are recommended
by the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Advisory Committee on Immu-
nization Practices, or successor organization, to individuals 18 years of age or older as ordered by
an immunizing pharmacist.

III. The pharmacist, pharmacy intern, licensed advanced pharmacy technician, or certified pharmacy
technician who administers the vaccine shall:
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[E] (a) Hold a current license to practice as a pharmacist, be registered as a pharmacy intern under RSA
318:15-b in New Hampshire, or be licensed as a licensed advanced pharmacy technician under RSA 318:15-c,
or be a certified pharmacy technician and registered with the board pursuant to RSA 318:15-a.

[H=] (b) Possess at least $1,000,000 of professional liability insurance coverage.

[HE] (¢) In order to administer vaccines, have completed training specific to administration of the
respective vaccines that includes programs approved by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education
(ACPE) or curriculum-based programs from an ACPE-accredited college of pharmacy or state or local health
department programs or programs recognized by the board. This training shall include hands-on injection
technique and the recognition and treatment of emergency reactions to vaccinations.

[FWV=] (d) Have a current certificate in basic cardiopulmonary resuscitation.

[V=] (e) Provide to the board evidence of compliance with [paragraphs1—1V] subparagraphs (a)-(d).

[VE] (f) Provide notice to the primary care provider, when designated by the patient, of the administra-
tion of any vaccine.

[VHE] (g) Record the vaccination in the state vaccine registry in accordance with RSA 141-C:20-f and/
or when required by state and federal law and maintain a record of the vaccination as required by state and
federal law.

[VHE] (h) Submit reports of any adverse reactions following vaccination to the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS).

[EX:] (i) Review the vaccine registry or other vaccination records before administering the vaccination.

Floor Amendment to SB 402
(2024-1976h)
Proposed by Rep. Phillips

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT allowing pharmacists to administer influenza, COVID-19, and other FDA licensed vaccines
without explicit approval from the general court, and removing immunization requirements for
child care agencies and the word infectious from the definition of noncommunicable disease.

Amend the bill by inserting after section 1 the following and renumbering the original section 2 to read as 6:
2 Immunization; Definition of Noncommunicable Disease. Amend RSA 141-C:20-a, III to read as follows:

ITI. Nothing in this section shall require an immunization/vaccination requirement for diseases that are
noncommunicable, other than tetanus. Noncommunicable disease means a disease that is not [infectious
or] transmissible from person-to-person.

3 Immunization; Optional for Child Care Agency. Amend RSA 141-C:20-a, II to read as follows:
I1. No child shall be admitted or enrolled in any school [er-ehild-eare-ageney,public-or-private], unless
the following is demonstrated:
(a) Immunization under paragraph I;
(b) Partial immunization relative to the age of the child as specified in rules adopted by the commis-
sioner; or
(c) Exemption under RSA 141-C:20-c.
4 Records. Amend RSA 141-C:20-b, II to read as follows:

II. Schools [and-echild-—ecareagenectes] shall keep immunization records for all enrolled children. Such
records shall be available for inspection during reasonable hours upon request by the commissioner or his
designee.

5 Immunization Reports. Amend RSA 141-C:20-e to read as follows
141-C:20-e Immunization Reports Schools [ d hetherp e-or-private;] shall make
an annual report to the commissioner relative to the status of 1mmun1zat10n of all enrolled children.

2024-1976h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill:

I. Allows pharmacists to administer influenza, COVID-19, and other FDA licensed vaccines without explicit
approval from the general court.

IT. Removes the immunization requirements for child care agencies.

ITI. Removes the word infectious from the definition of noncommunicable disease.

Amendment to SB 404-FN
(2024-1921h)
Proposed by the Committee on Finance-r
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Department of Health and Human Services; Child Care Workforce Assistance Project.
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I. The department of health and human services, division of economic stability, shall develop and imple-
ment a child care workforce assistance project to expand child care professionals’ eligibility for the child care
scholarship program. The duration of the project shall be from January 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025.

I1. For purposes of the child care assistance project, child care centers that have participating, eligible
staff shall, with the consent of the individual staff person, provide information to the department as requested
regarding recruitment and retention impacts of the project.

ITI. The department shall use the information provided in accordance with paragraph II to make the
determination as to whether the child care assistance project delivers the intended value as a recruitment
and retention strategy for child care providers. This requirement shall not be construed as authorization to
report personally identifiable information of the project participants.

IV. Households with an income equal to or less than the median income for the geographic area in which
they reside, with at least one verified New Hampshire child care professional employed at a qualified child
care center, may automatically be eligible for the child care assistance project, provided the following provi-
sions are met:

(a) Each child in the household meets the same eligibility requirements of the current federal Child
Care Scholarship program, specifically that each child shall be:

(1) A resident of New Hampshire;

(2) A U.S. citizen or qualified immigrant; and

(3) Thirteen years of age or under at the time of application or recertification; or through 17 years
of age for children with disabilities who are enrolled before the age of 13.

(4) Any other federal eligibility criteria.

(b) Each eligible child resides with a verified New Hampshire child care professional. A verified New
Hampshire child care professional means an individual who:

(1) Is a resident of New Hampshire;

(2) Is employed by a certified child care center and works a minimum of 25 hours per week; and

(3) Whose employment and eligibility are verified by the certified child care center at which the
child care professional is employed.

(c) A certified child care center is a New Hampshire based, licensed child care center, licensed home
child care center, or licensed-exempt center, that is registered and enrolled to accept child care scholarships
with the state of New Hampshire.

(1) A family shall not be eligible if care is provided by a provider not licensed according to child-care
center licensure rules; or registered and enrolled according to requirements for registered child care providers
in the child care assistance program.

(2) A family shall not be eligible if care is provided in a home child care by: a parent or stepparent;
a legal guardian; or a person living in the same residence as the child in need of care.

(d) A household that meets the requirements outlined in this paragraph shall have eligibility deter-
mined for the federally-funded child care scholarship program under the eligibility rules for the child care
workforce assistance project. If the household does not meet the eligibility requirements of this paragraph,
it shall be deemed ineligible for such assistance.

(e) Households eligible for the child care assistance project qualify for the child care scholarship benefit
available according to the most current market rate survey for family size, child age, type of program and
service level subject to the same cost share as families eligible for the child care scholarship program.

(f) Upon implementation, the department of health and human services shall develop and engage
child care providers and/or staff on verification process for project eligibility and develop a public awareness
campaign to support broad access.

V. The department may contract with a private entity to administer and manage the child care workforce
assistance project established pursuant to this section.

VI. On or before November 1, 2025, the department shall provide a detailed report of the child care
workforce assistance project to the house health and human services oversight committee and senate health
and human services committee of the general court. The report shall include the following information:

(a) The number of individuals qualifying for existing childcare scholarship.

(b) The number of individuals who will be added as a result of the project.

(¢) Any needed technology or other adjustments to implement the project.

(d) The suggested funding level going forward, should the project continue beyond its scheduled end date.

(e) Any other relevant information regarding the project.

2 Department of Health and Human Services; Waiver Request. The department of health and human ser-
vices shall submit any waiver or request required by the United States Department of Health and Human
Services, Office of Child Care to use New Hampshire’s Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) funds for
the purpose of administering the child care workforce assistance project established in section 1 of this act.

3 Appropriation; Child Care Workforce Assistance Project.
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I. The sum of $1,000,000 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, is hereby appropriated to the department
of health and human services for the purpose of issuing benefits under the child care workforce assistance
project established by this act.

II. The sum of $100,000 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, is hereby appropriated to the department
of health and human services for the purpose of administering the child care workforce assistance project
established by this act.

ITI. The governor shall first utilize any available federal funds, and any remainder shall be general funds.
The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for the general fund share of said sums out of any money in
the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2025.

2024-1921h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill establishes a child care workforce assistance project, the purpose of which is to temporarily expand
eligibility for the child care scholarship program to certain child care employees. The bill makes an appropria-
tion to the department of health and human services for this purpose.

Amendment to SB 406-FN-A
(2024-1866h)
Proposed by the Committee on Finance-r

Amend the bill by replacing paragraph I as inserted by section 1 of the bill with the following:

I. The sum of $2,500,000 is hereby appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, to the depart-
ment of health and human services for the purpose of increasing rates paid to shelter programs. Said sum
shall not lapse until June 30, 2025. Of this amount, the governor shall first determine if any discretionary
funds appropriated in the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2 or any other federal funds
can be used for this purpose, and any remainder shall be general funds. The governor is authorized to draw a
warrant for the general fund share of said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Amendment to SB 409-FN
(2024-1862h)
Proposed by the Committee on Finance -r

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to reimbursement for ambulance services under the state Medicaid plan and making an
appropriation therefor.

Amend the bill by inserting after section 2 the following and renumbering the original section 3 to read as 4:

3 Appropriation; Department of Health and Human Services. The sum of $500,000 for the biennium ending
June 30, 2025 is appropriated to the department of health and human services for the purposes of this act.
The department may accept and expend any available matching federal funds without the approval of the
fiscal committee of the general court. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum from any
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

2024-1862h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill directs the department of health and human services to submit an amendment to the state Med-
icaid plan regarding reimbursement for ambulance services. The bill also makes an appropriation to the
department of health and human services for this purpose.

Amendment to SB 417-FN
(2024-1923h)
Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Finance-r

Amend the bill by replacing sections 1-6 with the following:

1 Child Protection Act; Presumption in Favor of In-State Placements. Amend RSA 169-C:19-b to read as follows:

169-C:19-b Presumption in Favor of In-State Placements. There shall be a presumption that an in-state
placement is the least restrictive and most appropriate placement The court may order an out- of state place-
ment only upon an express written finding that [ther ; v
optwns for in-state placement exist and the out-of-state placement offers speczalzzed programmzng
or services that are unable to be provided within New Hampshire, and the placement is contracted
with the state. Preference shall be given to out-of-state placements that are in proximity to the
child’s family and/or kin, who are able to participate in family and/or reunification services. Any
out-of-state placements shall be limited in time and require both increased judicial oversight and
the written approval of the director of the division for children, youth and families.
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2 Child Protection Act; Siblings. RSA 169-C:19-d is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
169-C:19-d Siblings.

I. The department shall place a child with the child’s siblings unless doing so would be contrary to the
welfare of the child or siblings, or otherwise not in the child’s best interest.

II. If siblings are not placed together, reasonable efforts shall be made to provide for visitation with
siblings, unless such visitation would be contrary to the welfare of the child or sibling.

3 Child Protection Act; Custody Hearing for Parent Not Charged with Abuse or Neglect. Amend RSA
169-C:19-e, I to read as follows:

I. A parent who has not been charged with abuse or neglect shall be [afforded;upon—request;] deemed a
fit parent. This may be challenged with a full hearing in the [distriet-orfamily] circuit court regarding
his or her ability to obtain custody. At the hearing, the parent shall be provided the opportunity to present
evidence pertaining to his or her ability to provide care for the child and shall be awarded custody unless the
state demonstrates, by [a—prepm&ermce—of—t—he] clear and convincing evidence, that he or she [has-abused
ﬁeg-}ected—t-he—dﬁ-}d—w—ls—other\ﬁse] is unfit to perform his or her parental dutles The court shall make
written findings of fact supporting its decision.

I-a. The welfare of the child is the primary factor to be weighed when determining if a parent
is fit to parent that child. In determining whether a parent is fit to perform his or her parental
duties, the court may consider the following factors, in addition to any other relevant evidence
presented:

(a) The unique physical, mental, emotional, and medical needs of the child;
(b) The parent’s existing and historical relationship with that child;
(c) The parent’s untreated mental health or substance use issues;
(d) The parent’s provision of care to other children in their household, including addressing
education needs, medical care, and mental and behavioral health care;
(e) The condition of the parent’s home;
() Any prior allegations of child abuse or neglect; and
(g) The results of the department’s evidence-based safety assessment of that parent, their
home, and any other adults in the home. A parent’s cooperation with the department’s assessment,
or their effort to provide any records necessary to such a determination, shall be weighed as a fac-
tor in favor of the fitness of that parent. The fact that a parent owns a firearm shall not make a
home unsafe nor be weighted against the parent.
4 New Sections; Placement for Evaluation; Order of Preference of Out-of-Home Placement. Amend RSA
169-C by inserting after section 19-f the following new sections:
169-C:19-g Placement for Evaluation. Any psychological evaluations, including measures of personality
functioning, shall be conducted by, or supervised by, a licensed psychologist with specialized training in the
evidence-based treatment of childhood trauma.
169-C:19-h Order of Preference of Out-of-Home Placement. If the court finds that a child is abused or
neglected or if the court issues a consent order pursuant to RSA 170-E:25, the court shall enter an order
regarding the placement of the child, in the following order of preference:

I. If remaining in the care of the child’s parent or legal guardian is determined to be contrary to the

welfare of the child, to secure placement:
(a) With a related adult or with kin, as defined in RSA 170-E:25, VIII; or
(b) Within the child’s community of origin, with kin or in a licensed foster home setting, with prefer-
ence given to a licensed foster home with whom the child has a pre-existing relationship; or
(c) In a licensed foster home outside of the child’s community of origin, with preference given to a
licensed foster home with whom the child has a pre-existing relationship, and/or in a foster home that can
provide intensive (ISO) services designed to meet the specific needs of the child; and
(1) The department of health and human services and the department of education shall make every
attempt to arrange for the child to continue to attend their school of origin, making special transportation
arrangements when necessary; and
(2) The department of health and human services shall ensure that the child is able to maintain
their connections with their community of origin, including important relationships and activities; and

I1. Only if placements described under paragraph I are not appropriate for the child due to an inability
to maintain safety in the community, may alternative placements be considered, such as group or residential
care as defined in RSA 170-E:25 and certified by the department for the care of children placed pursuant to
RSA 169-C, or in any state-operated treatment program, that meet the specific needs of that child, and that
are not available in that child’s community of origin; and

(a) If the child is placed in a group or residential facility, such placement shall be for a limited time
and with frequent review, pursuant to RSA 169-F:8, with the goal to return the child home or to a family
setting in the community of origin as quickly as possible; and
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(b) The court determines that the needs of the child cannot be met by kin or in a foster family home.
Neither the shortage or lack of foster family homes nor the lack of community-based resources as expressed
by the department shall be acceptable reasons for determining that the needs of the child cannot be met in a
family setting. Nonetheless, if there is no kin or licensed foster home available at the time the court is order-
ing placement of the child, the court may order the best available temporary placement while the department
of health and human services prioritizes locating a preferred placement.

5 Standard for Return of Child in Placement. Amend RSA 169-C:23 to read as follows:

169-C:23 Standard for Return of Child in Placement. In the absence of a guardianship of the person of the
minor, governed by the terms of RSA 463, before a child in out-of-home placement is returned to the custody
of his or her parents, the parent or parents shall demonstrate to the court that:

I. They are in compliance with the outstanding dispositional court order;

I1. The child will not be endangered [m—trheﬂﬁa-nﬁer—adjﬁdﬁ‘a-ted—oﬁ—t-heﬂmt-rai—peﬁ-t-mﬁ—] if returned

home; and

III. Return of custody is in the best interests of the child, [Upon—showing-the] and with a showing
that the parent has an ability to provide proper parental care, it shall be presumed that a return of custody
is in the child’s best interests unless the department demonstrates evidence to the contrary.

6 New Sections; Court Ordered Placements; Presumption in Favor of In-State Placements; Order of Prefer-
ence of Out-of-Home Placement. Amend RSA 169-F by inserting after section 4 the following new sections:

169-F:5 Presumption in Favor of In-State Placements. There shall be a presumption that an in-state place-
ment is the least restrictive and most appropriate placement. The court may order an out-of-state placement
only upon an express written finding that no in-state options exist and that the out-of-state placement offers
specialized programming or services that are unable to be provided within New Hampshire, and the placement
is contracted with the state. Preference shall be given to out-of-state placements that are in proximity to the
child’s family and/or kin, who are able to participate in family and/or reunification services. Any out-of-state
placements shall be limited in time and require both increased judicial oversight and the written approval of
the director of the division for children, youth and families.

169-F:6 Order of Preference of Out-of-Home Placement. For any out-of-home placements made under this
chapter, the court shall enter an order regarding the placement of the child, in the following order of preference:

I. If remaining in the care of the child’s parent or legal guardian is determined to be contrary to the
welfare of the child, to secure placement:

(a) With a related adult or with kin as defined in RSA 170-E:25, VIII; or

(b) Within the child’s community of origin, with kin or in a licensed foster home setting, with prefer-
ence given to a licensed foster home with whom the child has a pre-existing relationship; or

(c) In a licensed foster home outside of the child’s community of origin, with preference given to a
licensed foster home with whom the child has a pre-existing relationship, and/or in a foster home that can
provide intensive (ISO) services designed to meet the specific needs of the child; and

(1) The department of health and human services and the department of education shall make every
attempt to arrange for the child to continue to attend their school of origin, making special transportation
arrangements when necessary; and

(2) The department of health and human services shall ensure that the child is able to maintain
their connections with their community of origin, including important relationships and activities; and

I1. Only if placements described under paragraph I are not appropriate for the child due to an inability
to maintain safety in the community, may alternative placements be considered, such as group or residential
care as defined in RSA 170-E:25 or certified by the department for the care of children placed pursuant to
RSA 169-C, or in any state-operated treatment program, that meet the specific needs of that child, and that
are not available in that child’s community of origin; and

(a) If the child is placed in a group or residential facility, such placement shall be for a limited time
and with frequent review, pursuant to RSA 169-F:8 with the goal to return the child home or to a family set-
ting in the community of origin as quickly as possible.

(b) The court determines that the needs of the child cannot be met by kin or in a foster family home.
Neither the shortage or lack of foster family homes nor the lack of community-based resources as expressed
by the department shall be acceptable reasons for determining that the needs of the child cannot be met in a
family setting. Nonetheless, if there is no kin or licensed foster home available at the time the court is order-
ing placement of the child, the court may order the best available temporary placement while the department
of health and human services prioritizes locating a preferred placement.

169-F:7 Oversight of Children in Care; Department Responsibilities.

I. Any child in a court-ordered placement pursuant to RSA 169-B, RSA 169-C, or RSA 169-D shall be seen
in-person on at least a monthly basis, by their assigned case worker. In the event the assigned case worker
is not available, another case worker or supervisor familiar with the child and/or case may perform the visit.
The visit to the child shall include a private meeting with the child, in a safe place as determined by the case
worker and child, to inquire about care received, as well as an in-person tour of the child’s living quarters.
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The monthly contact shall also include contact with the child’s placement provider, therapeutic providers,
and educational providers, preferably in real-time, but at least by written correspondence. In addition, for
any child placed in a residential placement by the department, these visits shall include a tour of the facil-
ity where the child may have access to; a check-in with appropriate leadership about program culture and
therapeutic programming; a check-in with program direct care staff about the child’s progress in the program,;
and a check-in with the clinical director and/or the child’s therapeutic provider about the program culture,
therapeutic programming, and the child’s individual progress, strengths, and challenges in the program, which
may occur outside of the in-person visit in virtual real-time if circumstances require.

I1. The department shall develop, in consultation with the office of child advocate, a standard operating
procedure and form for monthly visits with children conducted by the department, pursuant to RSA 169-F:5,
I, to be completed during each monthly in-person visit.

169-F:8 Court Oversight of Children in Residential Programs.

I. Except in cases of emergency placement, prior to placing a child in residential treatment programs or
psychiatric residential treatment programs, except in emergency situations, the court shall:

(a) Consider all assessments and plans for the child, including assessment of whether a residential
treatment program is the most effective and appropriate level of care, in the least restrictive environment
for the child, and any child-specific, short- and long-term goals for the child and the family. The assessment
shall specify, in writing:

(1) Whether the child’s needs can be met in a kin or foster family home, not primarily dependent
upon availability of community resources.
(2) If the assessment recommends a residential treatment program:
(A) The specific reasons why the child’s needs cannot be met in a kin or foster family home, not
primarily dependent upon availability of community resources; and
(B) Why recommended placement in a residential treatment program is the setting that will
provide the child with the most effective and appropriate level of care, in the least restrictive environment.
(3) How the placement is consistent with the short- and long-term goals for the child, as specified
in the case plan or permanency plan for the child.

(b) Confirm that the school district has complied with its legal obligations to assess the educational
impact of the placement, and consider the school district’s input on that impact.

(c) Determine that the needs of the child cannot be met through placement with a parent, legal
guardian, legal custodian, kin caregiver, or in a foster family home; and that placement of the child in a
residential treatment program provides the most effective and appropriate level of care for the child in the
least restrictive environment; and that placement is consistent with the short- and long-term goals, includ-
ing mental, behavioral, and physical health goals, for the child as specified in the permanency plan for the
child, or as outlined in the family services plan. A shortage or lack of foster family homes as expressed by the
department shall not be an acceptable primary reason for determining that the needs of the child cannot be
met in a foster family home. Nonetheless, if there is no kin or licensed foster home available at the time the
court is ordering placement of the child, the court may order the best available temporary placement while
the department prioritizes locating a preferred placement.

(d) Review information relating to the facility, which may include staff-to-child ratio; staff training;
program culture; therapeutic, clinical and milieu programming; educational programming; recreational pro-
gramming; and, family connections, in order to ensure that the program is the most effective and appropriate
level of care, in the least restrictive environment for the child, and meets the child-specific short- and long-
term goals for the child and the family.

(e) Approve or disapprove of the placement, in a written order, containing all of the necessary findings
laid out in this section.

II. In the case of an emergency necessitating immediate placement of a child in a residential treatment
program, the department shall notify the court within 2 business days of such placement, in order for the
court to make the required findings of paragraph I.

III. Prior to determining that a residential treatment program is the most effective and appropriate
level of care, in the least restrictive environment for the child, the court shall consider any available assess-
ments and plans, giving the greatest weight to the most recent assessment and assessments completed by a
licensed psychologist or licensed neuropsychologist with specialized training in the evidence-based treatment
of childhood trauma. If the court deviates from such recommendation, the court shall make specific findings
of fact regarding the most effective and appropriate level of care, in the least restrictive environment for the
child, and that the placement is consistent with child-specific short and long-term goals for the child and the
family. When making such findings of fact, the court shall consider all relevant information, including but
not limited to:

(a) Whether the protocol for the residential treatment program assessment was followed;

(b) Whether the school district is meeting the child’s educational needs, based on their statutory re-
quirements under RSA 169-B:22, RSA 169-D:18, and RSA 169-C:20;
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(c) The strengths and specific treatment or service needs of the child and the family;
(d) The expected length of stay; and
(e) The placement preference of the child and the family.
IV. When a child is placed in a residential treatment program or psychiatric residential treatment program:
(a) The department shall notify the court promptly of such placement.
(b)(1) The court shall review the placement of that child within 60 days after placement, and at every
subsequent court review hearing; or

(2) Upon a motion by the child, the child’s representative, or the child’s guardian ad litem estab-
lishing reason to believe the ordered residential treatment program is not the most effective and appropriate
level of care for the child in the least restrictive environment, the court shall review the placement within 30
days, and at every subsequent court review hearing.

(c) The court may review the placement at any time sua sponte or in response to a motion for review
by any party.
V. As long as a child remains in a residential treatment program, the department shall submit evidence
to the court and all parties, at least 5 business days prior to every regular review hearing:
(a) Demonstrating that:

(1) Ongoing assessment of the strengths and needs of the child continues to support the deter-
mination that the needs of the child cannot be met through placement with a parent, legal guardian, legal
custodian, kin caregiver, or in a foster family home;

(2) Any recommended psychological or clinical evaluations or assessments have been completed,
and if not, the status of those evaluations or assessments;

(3) The department has worked with the school district to assure, consistent with the best interest
of the child, the child’s educational stability;

(4) The placement in a residential treatment program provides the most effective and appropriate
level of care for the child in the least restrictive environment; and,

(5) The placement is consistent with the short- and long-term goals for the child as specified in the
permanency plan for the child, or as outlined in the family services plan.

(b) Documenting that:

(1) The specific treatment or service needs that will be met for the child in the placement;

(2) The length of time the child is expected to need treatment or services, and the treatment basis
for the determination of that length of time; and

(3) The specific efforts made by the division to prepare the child and prospective placement for the
child’s return home or to be placed with a fit and willing kin caregiver, a legal guardian, legal custodian, or
an adoptive parent, or in a foster family.

Amendment to SB 419-FN
(2024-1892h)
Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs-r

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to the annual data report on the therapeutic use of cannabis program and relative to
permitting qualifying patients and designated caregivers to cultivate cannabis for therapeutic
use.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Use of Cannabis for Therapeutic Purposes; Annual Data Report; Release of Data. Amend RSA 126-X:10,
IV to read as follows:
IV. The commissioner’s data report shall include, but not be limited to the following information:

(a) The number of designated caregivers and the number of qualifying patients, by town or city and
county.

(b) The ages of the qualifying patients and the ages of the designated caregivers.

(c) The qualifying medical conditions and the number of each qualifying medical condition.

(d) The symptoms or side effects and the number of each symptom or side effect.

(e) The number of physicians and the number of advanced practice registered nurses issuing written
certifications.

(f) The number of providers in each medical specialty issuing written certifications.

(g) The number of inspections conducted of alternative treatment centers.

(h) The number of complaints that allege a violation of RSA 126-X or administrative rules
in He-C 402 received.

(i) The number of investigations of complaints alleging a violation of RSA 126-X or admin-
istrative rules in He-C 402.
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(j) The number of statements of findings that were issued when, as a result of any inspec-
tion, complaint, or monitoring, the department determines that the alternative treatment center is
in violation of or not in compliance with any of the provisions of RSA 126-X, administrative rules
in He-C 402, or any applicable code.

(k) The number of alternative treatment center plans of correction to address the areas of
noncompliance cited in the statements of findings.

(1) The number of hearings the department held for violations of RSA 126-X or the admin-
istrative rules in He-C 402 and the number of enforcement actions taken.

[te)] (m) Any other issues related to the therapeutic use of cannabis permitted under this chapter
that the health and human services oversight committee shall request.

2 Use of Therapeutic Cannabis for Therapeutic Purposes; Definitions. Amend RSA 126-X:1, IV to read as
follows:

IV. “Cultivation location” means a locked and enclosed site, under the control of an alternative treatment
center where cannabis is cultivated, secured with one or more locks or other security devices in accordance
with the provisions of this chapter, or under the control of a qualifying patient or designated caregiver
where cannabis is cultivated and which meets the requirements of this chapter.

3 Use of Therapeutic Cannabis; Definitions. Amend RSA 126-X:1, VI to read as follows:

VI. “Designated caregiver” means an individual who:

(a) Is at least 21 years of age;

(b)(1) Has agreed to assist with one or more (not to exceed 5) qualifying [patient’s] patients in the
therapeutic use of cannabis, except if the qualifying patient and designated caregiver each live greater than
50 miles from the nearest alternative treatment center, [in-which-ease] the designated caregiver may assist
with the therapeutic use of cannabis for up to 9 qualifying patients; or

(2) Has agreed to cultivate cannabis for therapeutic use pursuant to this chapter for no
more than one qualifying patient;

(c) Has never been convicted of a felony or any felony drug-related offense; and

(d) Possesses a valid registry identification card issued pursuant to RSA 126-X:4.

4 New Paragraphs; Use of Cannabis for Therapeutic Purposes; Definitions. Amend RSA 126-X:1 by insert-
ing after paragraph VI-a the following new paragraphs:

VI-b. “Immature cannabis plant” means a cannabis plant that has not flowered and which does not have
buds that may be observed by visual examination and which is at least 12 inches tall.

VI-c. “Mature cannabis plant” means a cannabis plant that has flowered and that has buds that may be
observed by visual examination.

5 Use of Therapeutic Cannabis; Definitions. Amend RSA 126-X:1, XIII(c) to read as follows:

(c) Cultivation by a designated caregiver or qualifying patient, except as provided under RSA 126-
X:2, II-a and II-b.

6 New Paragraphs; Use of Therapeutic Cannabis Purposes; Protections. Amend RSA 126-X:2 by inserting
after paragraph II the following new paragraphs:

II-a. Except as provided in RSA 126-X:3, VII(b), a qualifying patient or designated caregiver who has
reported to the department a cultivation location that meets the requirements of this chapter, shall not be
subject to arrest by state or local law enforcement, prosecution or penalty under state or municipal law, or
denied any right or privilege for the therapeutic use of cannabis in accordance with this chapter, if, at the
cultivation location, while transporting cannabis and cannabis plants and seedlings to a new cultivation
location that has been reported to the department within the prior 21 days, or while transporting cannabis
seedlings from an alternative treatment center to the cultivation location, the qualifying patient or designated
caregiver possesses or cultivates an amount of cannabis that does not exceed the following:

(a) Eight ounces of usable cannabis;

(b) Any amount of unusable cannabis; and

(c) Three mature cannabis plants, 3 immature cannabis plants, and 12 seedlings.

II-b. A cultivation location under the control of a qualifying patient or designated caregiver shall meet
the following requirements:

(a) It shall be at the qualifying patient’s or designated caregiver’s residence.

(b) It shall be reported to the department, except that either the qualifying patient or their designated
caregiver, but not both, shall report a cultivation location to the department.

(c) It shall be locked and enclosed.

(d) The cannabis plants shall not be subject to public view, including from another private property,
without the use of optical aids.

(e) It shall have a canopy of no more than 50 square feet, except that if more than one qualifying pa-
tient, designated caregiver, or both, share a cultivation location, the total canopy of all cannabis plants shall
not exceed 100 square feet.
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7 Use of Therapeutic Cannabis; Purposes; Protections. Amend RSA 126-X:2, III to read as follows:

ITI. A designated caregiver may receive compensation for costs, not to exceed $500 per calendar
year, not including labor, associated with assisting a qualifying patient who has designated the [designated]
caregiver to assist him or her with the therapeutic use of cannabis. Such compensation shall not constitute
the sale of [eontroHed-substances| a controlled drug pursuant to RSA 318-B.

8 Use of Therapeutic Cannabis; Protections. Amend RSA 126-X:2, XV to read as follows:

XV. A laboratory, and the employees thereof, which conducts testmg of cannabls [reqtr'rred—u—ne}er—ru-}es
for] delivered to it by alternative treatment centers, |[ ; he-employees-thereo
qualifying patients, or designated caregivers, shall not be subJect to arrest by state or local law enforce-
ment, prosecution or penalty under state or municipal law, or search, for acting pursuant to this chapter and
department rules to possess cannabis on the premises of the laboratory for the purposes of testing, and, in
the case of a laboratory employee, denied any right or privilege for working for such a laboratory.

9 Use of Therapeutic Cannabis; Prohibitions and Limits. Amend RSA 126-X:3, I to read as follows:

I. A qualifying patient may use and a qualifying patient or designated caregiver may cultivate
cannabis on privately-owned real property only with written permission of the property owner or, in the case
of leased property, with the permission of the tenant in possession of the property, except that a tenant shall
not allow a qualifying patient to smoke cannabis on rented property if smoking on the property violates the
lease or the lessor’s rental policies that apply to all tenants at the property. A tenant or guest of a tenant
shall not cultivate cannabis on rented property if the lessor has prohibited therapeutic cannabis
cultivation. However, a tenant may permit a qualifying patient to use cannabis on leased property by in-
gestion or inhalation through vaporization even if smoking is prohibited by the lease or rental policies. For
purposes of this chapter, vaporization shall mean the inhalation of cannabis without the combustion of the
cannabis.

10 New Subparagraph; Use of Therapeutic Cannabis; Registry Identification Cards. Amend RSA 126-X:4,
I by inserting after subparagraph (h) the following new subparagraph:

(i) The qualifying patient’s cultivation location, if any.

11 New Subparagraph; Use of Therapeutic Cannabis; Registry Identification Cards. Amend RSA 126-X:4,
IT by inserting after subparagraph (h) the following new subparagraph:

(i) The designated caregiver’s cultivation location, where he or she may cultivate cannabis on behalf
of a single qualifying patient who has not reported a cultivation location.

12 Use of Therapeutic Cannabis; Registry Identification Cards. Amend RSA 126-X:4, IX(a) to read as fol-
lows:

IX.(a) A qualifying patient shall notify the department before changing his or her designated caregiver
or cultivation location. A designated caregiver shall notify the department before changing his or
her cultivation location.

13 Use of Therapeutic Cannabis; Registry Identification Cards. Amend RSA 126-X:4, XI to read as follows:

XI.(a) The department shall create and maintain a confidential registry of each individual who has
applied for and received a registry identification card as a qualifying patient or a designated caregiver in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this chapter. Each entry in the registry shall contain the qualifying patient’s
or designated caregiver’s name, mailing address, date of birth, date of registry identification card issuance,
effective date of the registry identification card, date of registry identification card expiration, [and] random
10-digit identification number, and cultivation location, if any. The confidential registry and the informa-
tion contained in it shall be exempt from disclosure under RSA 91-A.

(b)(1) Except as specifically provided in this chapter, no person shall have access to any information
about qualifying patients or designated caregivers in the department’s confidential registry, or any informa-
tion otherwise maintained by the department about providers and alternative treatment centers, except for
authorized employees of the department in the course of their official duties and local and state law enforce-
ment personnel who have detained or arrested an individual who claims to be engaged in the therapeutic use
of cannabis.

(2) If a local or state law enforcement officer submits a sworn affidavit to the department affirm-
ing that he or she has probable cause to believe cannabis is possessed or cultivated at a specific address,
an authorized employee for the department may disclose whether the location is associated with a quahfymg
patient, designated caregiver, or cultivation location [ef-an-alternative-treatment-eenter].

(3) If a local or state law enforcement officer submits a sworn affidavit to the department affirming
that he or she has probable cause to believe a specific individual possesses or cultivates cannabis, an autho-
rized employee for the department may disclose whether the person is a qualifying patient or a designated
caregiver, provided that the law enforcement officer provides the person’s name and address or name and
date of birth.

(4) Requests by law enforcement officials under this section to the department pursuant to a sworn
affidavit, search warrant, or court order, regardless of whether or not the name or address was found in the
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registry, shall be confidential under this chapter and exempt from disclosure under RSA 91-A. Aggregate data
relative to such requests may be made public if it does not contain any identifying information regarding the
specific law enforcement request.

(5) Counsel for the department may notify law enforcement officials about falsified or fraudulent
information submitted to the department where counsel has reason to believe the information is false or
falsified.

14 New Paragraph; Use of Therapeutic Cannabis; Registry Identification Cards. Amend RSA 126-X:4 by
inserting after paragraph XII the following new paragraph:

XIII.(a) No later than December 1, 2024, the department shall allow existing and new qualifying patients
and designated caregivers to report a cultivation location provided that:

(1) A qualifying patient may report a cultivation location only if he or she does not have a designated
caregiver who has reported a cultivation location.

(2) A designated caregiver may report a cultivation location only if he or she does not have a quali-
fying patient who has reported a cultivation location.

(b) No individual shall report a cultivation location if such individual’s permission to cultivate has
been revoked pursuant to RSA 126-X:3, VIII(b).

15 Use of Therapeutic Cannabis; Affirmative Defense. Amend RSA 126-X:5, I to read as follows:

L. It shall be an affirmative defense for any person charged with manufacturing, possessing, having under
his or her control, selling, purchasing, prescribing, administering, transporting, or possessing with intent to
sell, dispense, or compound cannabis, cannabis analog, or any preparation containing cannabis, if:

(a) The actor is a qualifying patient who has been issued a valid registry identification card, was in
possession of cannabis in a quantity and location permitted pursuant to this chapter, and was engaged in the
therapeutic use of cannabis;

(b) The actor is a designated caregiver who has been issued a valid registry identification card, was
in possession of cannabis in a quantity and location permitted pursuant to this chapter, and was engaged in
the therapeutic use of cannabis on behalf of a qualifying patient; or

(c) The actor is an employee of a laboratory conducting testing required for alternative treatment
centers pursuant to rules adopted under this chapter or that tests cannabis provided to it by qualifying
patients and designated caregivers.

16 New Subparagraph; Use of Therapeutic Cannabis; Alternative Treatment Centers. Amend RSA 126-X:8,
XIII by inserting after subparagraph (c) the following new subparagraph:

(d) A qualifying patent or designated caregiver shall not obtain from an alternative treatment center
more than 12 seedlings during a 3-month period.

17 Use of Cannabis for Therapeutic Purposes; Prohibitions and Limits. Amend RSA 126-X:3, VII to read
as follows:

VII.(a) The department may revoke the registry identification card of a qualifying patient or designated
caregiver for violation of rules adopted by the department or for violation of any other provision of this chap-
ter, including for obtaining more than 2 ounces of cannabis in any 10-day period in violation of RSA 126-X:8,
XIII(b), and the qualifying patient or designated caregiver shall be subject to any other penalties established
in law for the violation.

(b) The department may revoke a qualifying patient’s or designated caregiver’s permission
to cultivate cannabis for a violation of the rules adopted by the department or for a violation of
any provision of this chapter.

18 Use of Cannabis for Therapeutic Purposes; Alternative Treatment Centers. Amend RSA 126-X:8, XV(a)
to read as follows:

XV.(a)(1) An alternative treatment center shall not possess or cultivate cannabis in excess of the follow-
ing quantities:

[(D] (A) Eighty mature cannabls plants 160 [seed-h-ngs lmmature cannabis plants, and 80
ounces of usable cannabis[;¢ ; 3 ; < ying at]; and

[(2)] (B) Three mature cannabls plants, 12 [seed-h-ngs] lmmature cannabls plants, and 6 ounces
of usable cannabis for each qualifying patient registered [as—a—q-uah—fymghpa-t-reﬁt | under this chapter.

(2) An alternative treatment center shall not be limited in the number of seedlings it can
possess or cultivate.

19 Use of Cannabis for Therapeutic Purposes; Departmental Rules. Amend RSA 126-X:6, III(a)(15) to read
as follows:

(15) Procedures for determining and enforcing the daily maximum amount of therapeutic cannabis
which an alternative treatment center may cultivate or possess pursuant to RSA 126-X:8, XV(a)(1).

20 Effective Date.
I. Section 1 of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
I1. The remainder of this act shall take effect July 1, 2024.
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2024-1892h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill:

I. Requires additional information in the annual report on the therapeutic use of cannabis program from
the commissioner of the department of health and human services.

I1. Permits qualifying patients and designated caregivers to cultivate cannabis for therapeutic use.

Amendment to SB 419-FN
(2024-1532h)
Proposed by the Minority of the Committee on Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs-r
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
1 Use of Cannabis for Therapeutic Purposes; Annual Data Report; Release of Data. Amend RSA 126-X:10,
IV to read as follows:
IV. The commissioner’s data report shall include, but not be limited to the following information:

(a) The number of designated caregivers and the number of qualifying patients, by town or city and
county.

(b) The ages of the qualifying patients and the ages of the designated caregivers.

(¢) The qualifying medical conditions and the number of each qualifying medical condition.

(d) The symptoms or side effects and the number of each symptom or side effect.

(e) The number of physicians and the number of advanced practice registered nurses issuing written
certifications.

(f) The number of providers in each medical specialty issuing written certifications.

(g) The number of inspections conducted of alternative treatment centers.

(h) The number of complaints that allege a violation of RSA 126-X or administrative rules
in He-C 402 received.

(i) The number of investigations of complaints alleging a violation of RSA 126-X or admin-
istrative rules in He-C 402.

(j) The number of statements of findings that were issued when, as a result of any inspec-
tion, complaint, or monitoring, the department determines that the alternative treatment center is
in violation of or not in compliance with any of the provisions of RSA 126-X, administrative rules
in He-C 402, or any applicable code.

(k) The number of alternative treatment center plans of correction to address the areas of
noncompliance cited in the statements of findings.

(1) The number of hearings the department held for violations of RSA 126-X or the admin-
istrative rules in He-C 402 and the number of enforcement actions taken.

[te)] (m) Any other issues related to the therapeutic use of cannabis permitted under this chapter
that the health and human services oversight committee shall request.

Amendment to SB 431
(2024-1598h)
Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Resources, Recreation and Development-r
Amend RSA 270-D:3, VIII as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
VIII. No person shall engage in wake surfing within 300 feet of a shoreline, dock, pier, boat-
house, or other boats.

Amendment to SB 433
(2024-1711h)
Proposed by the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Affairs-c

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT establishing a committee to study the marketing of e-cigarettes and e-liquid in this state, in-
cluding the legality of available products, appropriate wholesale and retail compliance and tax
collection system of the same.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 New Section; Liquor Licenses and Fees; Committee to Study the Marketing of E-cigarettes and E-liquid.
Amend RSA 178 by inserting after section 31 the following new section:

178:32 Committee to Study the Marketing of E-cigarettes and E-liquid.

I. There is established a committee to study the marketing of e-cigarettes and e-liquid in this state,
including the legality of available products, appropriate wholesale and retail compliance and tax collection
system of the same.

IT. The members of the committee shall be as follows:
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(a) One member of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.
(b) Three members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives.

ITI. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to the duties
of the committee.

IV. The committee shall study the marketing of e-cigarettes and e-liquid in this state, including the le-
gality of available products, appropriate wholesale and retail compliance and tax collection systems for such
products. The committee shall focus on the sales, marketing, enforcement, and tax collection mechanisms of
e-cigarettes and e-liquid pursuant to retail tobacco licensing set forth in RSA 178:19-a. The committee shall
consult with the Department of Revenue Administration and the Liquor Commission as well as stakeholders
in the private sector.

V. The members of the committee shall elect a chairperson from among the members. The first meeting
of the committee shall be called by the first-named senate member. The first meeting of the committee shall
be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section. Three members of the committee shall constitute
a quorum.

VI. The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the
president of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, the senate clerk, the house clerk, the
governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2024.

2 Repeal. RSA 178:32, relative to the committee to study the marketing of e-cigarettes and e-liquid, is
repealed.
3 Effective Date.
I. Section 2 of this act shall take effect November 1, 2024.
I1. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

2024-1711h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill establishes a committee to study the marketing of e-cigarettes and e-liquid in this state, including
the legality of available products, appropriate wholesale and retail compliance and tax collection system of
the same.

Amendment to SB 440
(2024-1815h)
Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Executive Departments and Administration -r

Amend RSA 327:1, IV(b) as inserted by section 6 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
(b) Shall not mean the following ophthalmic surgery procedures, except for the preoperative
and postoperative care, of:
(1) The following procedures:
(A) Retina laser procedures.
(B) Penetrating keratoplasty or corneal transplant.
(C) The administration of general anesthesia.
(D) Surgery done with general anesthesia.
(E) Laser or non-laser procedures into the vitreous chamber of the eye to treat any reti-
nal or macular disease.
(F) Any form of refractive surgery, including laser-assisted in situ keratomileusis, pho-
torefractive keratectomy, and laser epithelial keratomileusis.
(2) The following non-laser surgical procedures:
(A) Surgery related to removal of the eye from a living human being.
(B) Surgery requiring full thickness incision or excision of the cornea or sclera other than
paracentesis in an emergency situation requiring immediate reduction of the pressure inside the eye.
(C) Surgery requiring incision of the iris and ciliary body, including diathermy or
cryotherapy.
(D) Surgery of the vitreous or injections into the vitreous.
(E) Surgery of the retina.
(F) Surgical extraction of the crystalline lens.
(G) Surgical intraocular implants.
(H) Surgery of the extraocular muscles.
(I) Surgery of the eyelid for suspect or confirmed malignancies or incisional cosmetic or
mechanical repair of eyelids including blepharoplasty, ptosis repair, canthoplasty, and tarsorrhaphy.
(J) Surgery of or within the orbit, including orbital implants.
(K) Incisional or excisional surgery of the lacrimal system other than probing or related
procedures.
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(L) Surgery requiring full thickness incision or excision of the conjunctiva.
(M) Surgery to remove pterygium.
Amend the bill by replacing section 8 with the following:
8 Optometry; Examinations and Licenses; Authorization for Pharmaceutical Agents. Amend RSA 327:6-a,
IT to read as follows:

I1. An optometrist licensed to practice optometry prior to January 1, 1993, shall complete a post-graduate
course of study approved by the board covering the subjects of ocular pharmacology and the treatment and
management of eye diseases and shall pass an examination admlnlstered by the Nat10na1 Board of Exammers
in Optometry or 1ts successor and approved by the board [Every ;

adopt rules under RSA 541 A to carry out the provisions of th1s sectlon and to [rnsu-re] ensure the safety of
the public.
Amend the bill by replacing section 11 with the following:

11 New Section; Optometry; Examinations and Licenses; Authorization to Perform Ophthalmic Procedures.
Amend RSA 327 by inserting after section 6-c the following new section:

327:6-d Authorization to Perform Ophthalmic Procedures.

I. Unless otherwise specified in this chapter, the board shall have the authority to determine what
constitutes the practice of optometry by persons licensed under this chapter, consistent with curriculum of
nationally accredited schools and colleges of optometry. The board of optometry shall adopt rules under RSA
541-A establishing the credentialing certification which shall be fulfilled before a person may be certified to
perform ophthalmic procedures for the practice of optometry, including:

(a) Identification and categorization of ophthalmic procedures for the practice of optometry;

(b) Establishment of criteria to perform such procedures with proficiency;

(c) Establishment of minimum education, training, and live experience requirements for a person to
perform such procedures with proficiency;

(d) Criteria for requiring proctoring and criteria for requiring such proctoring; and

(e) Outcome reporting requirements for such procedures performed by certificate holders.

I1. No optometrist shall practice under this section unless the optometrist has submitted evidence of
satisfactory completion of all requirements for specific procedures and the office has certified the optometrist
as qualified.

Amend the bill by replacing section 12 with the following:
12 Optometry; License Renewal; Disciplinary Action. Amend RSA 327:20, I1(i) to read as follows:

(i) The use of any pharmaceutical agent by an optometrist not authorized under RSA 327:6-a or the
use of any pharmaceutical agent other than those agents described in RSA 327:1 or those previously approved
by the [joint-eredentialing-committee] board.

() Performing authorized ophthalmic procedures without certification based upon the re-
quirements outlined in RSA 327:6-d shall be grounds for suspension or revocation of an optometry
license and/or certification to perform authorized ophthalmic procedures.

Amend the bill by replacing section 13 with the following:
13 Optometry; Regulations and Penalties; Contact Lens Prescriptions to be Provided to Patient. Amend
RSA 327:25-a, IV to read as follows:

IV.(a) No person shall conduct or operate a business outside of the state for the sale at retail of contact

lenses to 1nd1v1duals w1th1n the state unless such busmess is reglstered w1th a permlt 1ssued by the [boa-rd

~y] office shall issue a permit to

such out-of-state business 1f the bus1ness discloses and prov1des proof

(1) That the business is in compliance with all applicable laws and rules in the state in which the
business is located;

(2) Of the operating locations and the names and titles of all principal corporate officers;

(3) That the business complies with all lawful directions and requests for information from the
board of pharmacy and the board of [registration-in] optometry, or other applicable licensing authority,
of all states in which it conducts business;

(4) That the business agrees in writing to comply with all New Hampshire laws and rules relating
to the sale or dispensing of contact lenses; and

(5) That the business has paid the established fee.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 14 with the following:
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15 Optometry; Regulation and Penalties; Rulemaking Authority. Amend RSA 327:31, V to read as follows:
V. Requirements for continuing education in addition to those requirements set by RSA 327:33[-and-RSA
327:33-al;
16 Optometry; Regulations and Penalties; Continuing Education Courses Required. RSA 327:33 is repealed
and reenacted to read as follows:
327:33 Continuing Education Courses Required.
An optometrist shall complete a minimum of 20 hours of continuing education by participation in formal
synchronous courses each year in order to maintain an active license.
17 Repeal. The following are repealed:
I. RSA 327:6-b, relative to the optometry joint credentialing committee.
IT. RSA 327:33-a, relative to continuing education courses required for pharmaceutical and glaucoma
certification.
18 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

Amendment to SB 447-FN
(2024-1500h)
Proposed by the Committee on Municipal and County Government-c

Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:
2 Membership and Compensation.
I. The members of the committee shall be as follows:
(a) Three members of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.
(b) Three members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives.
IT. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to the duties
of the committee.

Amendment to SB 455-FN
(2024-1958h)
Proposed by the Committee on Finance-r

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

1 Medicaid Reimbursement Rate for Prosthetic and Orthotic Devices. The commissioner of department of
health and human services shall take all available measures to increase the reimbursement rate for prosthetic
and orthotic devices under Medicaid so that it is equal to no less than 90 percent of the reimbursement rate
under Medicare as of January 1, 2024. On or before November 1, 2024, the commissioner shall provide a report
of such actions to the oversight committee on health and human services, established in RSA 126-A:13. The
report shall include the current reimbursement rates for prosthetic and orthotic devices under each program
and address any remaining disparity.

Amend the bill by replacing section 3 with the following:

3 Appropriation; Department of Health and Human Services; Medicaid Reimbursement Rates for Pros-
thetic and Orthotic Devices. For the biennium ending June 30, 2025, the sum of $620,000 is appropriated to
the department of health and human services for the purpose of establishing a Medicaid reimbursement rate
for prosthetic and orthotic devices equal to no less than 90 percent of the Medicare reimbursement rate for
prosthetic and orthotic devices under Medicare as of January 1, 2024. The department may accept and expend
available federal funds without fiscal committee approval. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for
the general fund share of said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

2024-1958h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill directs the department of health and human services to establish a reimbursement rate for pros-
thetic and orthotic devices under Medicaid that is equal to no less than 90 percent of the rate under Medicare
and makes an appropriation to the department for this purpose. The bill also directs the legislative oversight
committee on health and human services to study the issue.

Amendment to SB 461
(2024-1790h)
Proposed by the Minority of the Committee on Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs-r
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Health Care Provider Reporting of Abortion Performed. RSA 329:49 is repealed and reenacted to read as
follows:
329:49 Reporting.
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I. Nothing in paragraph II of this section shall be construed as requiring or permitting the communica-
tion or disclosure of personally identifiable health care information to the department. Therefore, medical
facilities required to report under paragraph III are prohibited from sharing with the department protected
health information about any identifiable individual patient.

I1. Any health care provider who performs an abortion as defined in RSA 329:43, 1, shall report the fol-
lowing information in writing to the medical facility in which the abortion is performed:

(a) Date on which and medical facility at which of the abortion was performed,;

(b) Age of the pregnant patient;

(c) State of residence of pregnant patient;

(d) Method used to perform the abortion;

(e) Estimated gestational age in weeks when the abortion was performed, as follows: before 6, 6-15,
15-24, and after 24 weeks; and

(f) Any prescriptions written for the purpose of inducing abortion.

ITI1. The medical facility shall report the information disclosed pursuant to paragraph II at least annually,
or as required by the commissioner, to the department of health and human services. The medical facility
shall not report either the name of a health care provider who performs abortions or the number of abortions
performed by any individual health care provider. The commissioner shall prepare from these data such sta-
tistical tables with respect to maternal health, abortion procedures, and gestational age, as the commissioner
deems useful, but not by named medical facility or type of medical facility, and shall make an annual report
thereof to the general court.

IV.(a) Notwithstanding the reporting requirements in paragraph II, a pregnant patient may request of
her health care provider that information about her abortion reported to the medical facility under paragraph
IT not be reported by the medical facility to the department under paragraph III, and her request shall be
honored by the medical facility.

(b) Any health care provider who provides an abortion shall inform his or her patient of this option,
as follows:
(1) The option shall be offered to the patient by itself on a separate sheet of paper or separate
electronic page.
(2) The wording of the option shall be in 14-point type as follows:
PRIVACY OPTION
If you do not want information about you and your abortion given to the New Hampshire Department of
Health and Human Services, please date and sign this form below and return it to your health care provider.
Date Printed name
Signature
(c) The medical facility shall report to the department the number of pregnant patients who exercised
this option in the same way it reports information to the department pursuant to paragraph III.

V. All information reported to the department pursuant to this section shall be exempt from public dis-
closure under RSA 91-A.

VI. The department shall adopt rules pursuant to RSA 541-A to implement the provisions of this section.

2 Appropriation. There is appropriated to the department of health and human services the sum of $1,
for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, to hire such personnel and implement a secure computer facility as
required by this act.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.

2024-1790h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill requires health care providers to report certain information about abortions performed to their
medical facility, and requires those medical facilities to report the information to the department of health
and human services for statistical purposes. The bill also makes an appropriation to the department of $1
for this purpose.

Amendment to SB 463-FN
(2024-1971h)
Proposed by the Committee on Finance-r

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:
2 Child Protection Act; Attorneys and Guardians Ad Litem. Amend RSA 169-C:10 to read as follows:
169-C:10 Attorneys and Guardians Ad Litem.

I. In cases brought pursuant to this chapter involving a neglected or abused child, the court shall ap-
point a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) or other approved program guardian ad litem for the child.
If a CASA or other approved program guardian ad litem is unavailable for appointment, the court may then
appoint an attorney or other guardian ad litem as the guardian ad litem for the child. The court shall not
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appoint an attorney for any guardian ad litem appointed for the child. The CASA or other approved program
guardian ad litem shall have the same authority and access to information as any other guardian ad litem.
For purposes of this paragraph, “unavailable for appointment” means that there is no CASA or other approved
program guardian ad litem available for appointment by the court following a finding of reasonable cause at
the preliminary hearing held under RSA 169-C:15 so that the child’s interests may effectively be represented
in preparation for and at an adjudicatory hearing.
II (a) In cases [rnve-l*vrng—a—neg-}e&ed—er—a-h:rsed—chﬂ&] under thls chapter [where—t—he—el‘rrhi-s—expressef}
et W ; ; em;] the court may
appoint an attorney to represent the expressed 1nterests of the child. If a child’s request for appoint-
ment of counsel is denied, the court shall state the reason for denial in an order or on the record.
The child shall be notified of the court’s decision. In any case of neglect or abuse brought pursuant to
this chapter, the court shall appoint an attorney to represent an indigent parent alleged to have neglected or
abused his or her child. In addition, the court may appoint an attorney to represent an indigent parent not
alleged to have neglected or abused his or her child if the parent is a household member and such independent
legal representation is necessary to protect the parent’s interest. The court shall not appoint an attorney to
represent any other persons involved in a case brought under this chapter.

(b) In cases under this chapter, subject to the phase-in schedule established in subpara-
graph II(e), the court shall appoint an attorney to represent the expressed interests of a child who
is placed in any group home or child care institution as defined in RSA 170-E:25 or certified by
the department for the care of children placed pursuant to RSA 169-C, or in any state operated
residential treatment program. Except in the case of an emergency, if the department determines
that the child’s needs indicate such placement should be considered, the department shall notify
the court within 2 business days of such determination, and the court shall appoint counsel to
represent the expressed interests of the child. Such notification shall occur prior to referral for
an independent assessment or submission of child-specific information to such placement. In the
case of an emergency necessitating immediate placement of a child in a group home, child care
institution, or any state operated residential treatment program, the department shall notify the
court within 2 business days of such placement.

[(b)] (¢) When an attorney is appointed as counsel for a child, representation may include counsel and
investigative, expert and other services, including process to compel the attendance of witnesses, as may be
necessary to protect the rights of the child.

(d) An attorney appointed as counsel for the child shall have the right to request to view and
copy the child’s medical, dental, psychological, psychiatric, educational, and counseling records,
including those maintained by any group home or child care institution as defined in RSA 170-E:25.
Such request shall not be denied except for good cause shown. Records provided to counsel under
this subparagraph shall only be used for proceedings under this chapter.

(e)(1) The following phase-in schedule shall apply for the appointment of counsel for children
already placed in any group home, childcare institution, or state-operated residential treatment
program as of July 1, 2025. Children who are placed in any group home, childcare institution, or
state-operated residential treatment program that is located outside of New England as of July 1,
2025 shall be entitled to counsel no later than July 31, 2025. Children who are placed in any group
home, childcare institution, or state-operated residential treatment program located within New
England as of July 1, 2025 shall be entitled to counsel no later than the following dates:

(A) For children 16 and 17 years of age, July 31, 2025.

(B) For children 14 and 15 years of age, October 31, 2025.
(C) For children 12 and 13 years of age, January 31, 2026.
(D) For children 10 and 11 years of age, April 30, 2026
(E) For children 9 years of age or younger, July 31, 2026.

(2) Notwithstanding this subparagraph, in any action in which, despite diligent efforts
to secure counsel, an attorney is not available for appointment, litigation may proceed until an
attorney becomes available. In such cases, the court shall, where possible, prioritize consideration
of legal issues that do not affect the child’s expressed interests until an attorney becomes available.

ITI. The New Hampshire supreme court shall adopt rules regarding the duties and responsibilities of
the CASA guardian ad litem or other guardian ad litem appointed for the child.
3 2026 Statutory Change Following Repeal of Subparagraph; Child Protection Act; Attorneys and Guard-
ians Ad Litem. Amend RSA 169-C:10 to read as follows

(b) In cases under this chapter, [subje ; e-esta ; r-subparag
the court shall appoint an attorney to represent the expressed interests of a chlld who is placed in any group
home or child care institution as defined in RSA 170-E:25 or certified by the department for the care of chil-
dren placed pursuant to RSA 169-C, or in any state operated residential treatment program. Except in the
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case of an emergency, if the department determines that the child’s needs indicate such placement should be
considered, the department shall notify the court within 2 business days of such determination, and the court
shall appoint counsel to represent the expressed interests of the child. Such notification shall occur prior to
referral for an independent assessment or submission of child-specific information to such placement. In the
case of an emergency necessitating immediate placement of a child in a group home, child care institution,
or any state operated residential treatment program, the department shall notify the court within 2 business
days of such placement.

4 New Paragraph; Foster Care Children’s Bill of Rights; Right to Request an Attorney in a Child Protection
Case. Amend RSA 170-G:21 by inserting after paragraph XIV the following new paragraph:

XIV-a. To be informed of the right to request an attorney under RSA 169-C:10, II(a) and of the guaran-
teed right to an attorney under RSA 169-C:10, II(b). The department shall provide the child with a written
statement of these rights and the process by which to request an attorney.

5 Prospective Repeal. RSA 169-C:10, II(e), relative to phase-in schedule for appointment of counsel, is
repealed.
6 Effective Date.
I. Sections 3 and 5 of this act shall take effect August 1, 2026.
II. The remainder of this act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

2024-1971h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill makes various changes regarding the appointment of counsel for children, including providing a
right to an attorney in certain situations, subject to a phase-in schedule.

Amendment to SB 485-FN
(2024-1610h)
Proposed by the Committee on Executive Departments and Administration-c

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT requiring rules regarding criteria for military occupational specialties.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Training Education and Service; Military Occupational Specialty. Amend RSA 332-G:7, IV(a) to read as
follows:

(a) What constitutes military education, training, or service acceptable for each military occupa-
tional specialty (MOS) related to the specific regulated occupation or profession, as required under para-
graph L

2 New Paragraph; Implementation. Amend RSA 332-G:7 by inserting after paragraph IV the following new
paragraph:
V. Every board or commission under this title shall complete the rulemaking requirements in paragraph
IV by January 1, 2026.
3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2024-1610h
AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill requires boards and commissions to adopt rules regarding criteria for military occupational spe-
cialties.

Floor Amendment to SB 485
(2024-1979h)
Proposed by Rep. Spillane

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT requiring rules regarding criteria for military occupational specialties and relative to the penalty
for false reports of suspected abuse and neglect made to the division for children, youth, and
families.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 2 with the following:

3 Child Protection Act; Reporting Law; Nature of Report; Liability. Amend RSA 169-C:30 and RSA 169-
C:31 to read as follows:

169-C:30 Nature and Content of Report. An oral report shall be made immediately by telephone or otherwise,
and followed within 48 hours by a report in writing, if so requested, to the department. Such report shall,
if known, contain the name and address of the child suspected of being neglected or abused and the person
responsible for the child’s welfare, the specific information indicating neglect or the nature and extent of the
child’s injuries (including any evidence of previous injuries), the identity of the person or persons suspected of
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being responsible for such neglect or abuse, and any other information that might be helpful in establishing
neglect or abuse or that may be required by the department. Reports made to the department may include
the name, address, or phone number of the person or persons making the report of suspected abuse
or neglect of a child under this chapter. The department shall inform the complainant that should
the complaint be made maliciously or with the intent to harm, the complainant may be subject to
criminal and civil penalties.

169-C:31 Immunity From Liability.

1. Anyone participating in good faith in the making of a report pursuant to this chapter or who provides
information or assistance, including medical evaluations or consultations, in connection with a report, inves-
tigation, or legal intervention pursuant to a good faith report of child abuse or neglect, is immune from any
liability, civil or criminal, that might otherwise be incurred or imposed. Any such participant has the same
immunity with respect to participation in any investigation by the department or judicial proceeding result-
ing from such report.

II. Nothing in this section shall provide civil or criminal immunity for a professional manda-
tory reporter who knowingly fails to make a report of suspected abuse or neglect under RSA 169-C:29
or for a person who knowingly files a false report of abuse or neglect with malice or the intent to
harm under RSA 169-C:31-a.

4 New Sections; Child Abuse; Intentional False Report; Civil Liability. Amend RSA 169-C by inserting after
section 31 the following new sections:

169-C:31-a Intentional False Report of Abuse or Neglect. No person shall maliciously or with the intent to
harm make false statements of suspected child abuse or neglect as defined by RSA 169-C:3 to the department,
to any court, to any law enforcement agency, to any social services agency, or to any professional mandatory
reporter of suspected child abuse identified in RSA 169-C:29. Any person in violation of this section may be
subject to civil and criminal liability under RSA 169-C:31-b and RSA 169-C:39, respectively.

169-C:31-b Civil Liability.

I. Any person harmed by the intentional submission of a false report of abuse or neglect under RSA
169-C:31-a may bring a civil action against the responsible party for monetary damages and other appropri-
ate relief.

I1. Any person who, in their professional capacity as a mandatory reporter under RSA 169-C:29, know-
ingly or intentionally fails to report suspected abuse or neglect may be subject to civil liability, including
monetary damages, for the harm caused by the failure to report such abuse or neglect.

5 Effective Date.
I. Sections 1-2 of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
II. The remainder of this act shall take effect on January 1, 2025.

2024-1979h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill:

I. Requires boards and commissions to adopt rules regarding criteria for military occupational specialties.

IT. Provides that reports of suspected abuse and neglect may include the name of the person making the
report and that a report made maliciously or with the intent to cause harm may be subject to civil and crimi-
nal penalties. The bill also provides that a person who in their professional capacity is a mandatory reporter
of suspected abuse and neglect may be subject to civil liability for the failure to report.

Amendment to SB 499-FN
(2024-1957h)
Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Finance-r

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to the elderly simplified application for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
and the Summer EBT program and making appropriations therefor.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 New Paragraph; Human Service; SNAP; Elderly Simplified Application. Amend RSA 161:2 by inserting
after paragraph XIII-b the following new paragraph:

XIII-c. SNAP; Elderly Simplified Application. The department shall apply for and participate in the
elderly simplified application project within the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.

2 Appropriation. The sum of $37,500 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, is appropriated to the depart-
ment of health and human services for the purpose of funding the SNAP elderly simplified application project
pursuant to section 1 of this act. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. The department is authorized to accept and expend any available
matching federal funds for this purpose without approval of the fiscal committee of the general court.
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3 Summer EBT; Appropriation. To facilitate participation in the federal Summer EBT program so that
families whose children are eligible for free and reduced price meals can receive benefits on an EBT card in
the summer, the sum of $50,000 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025 is appropriated to the department of
health and human services for the purpose of creating a request for proposals, soliciting bids, and developing
a concrete implementation plan for a summer EBT program to begin in the summer of 2025. The governor
is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.
The department is authorized to accept and expend any available matching federal funds for this purpose
without approval of the fiscal committee of the general court. The commissioner of the department of health
and human services shall submit the department’s implementation plan for the Summer EBT program to the
speaker, senate president, house and senate finance committees by October 1, 2024.

4 Effective Date. This act shall take upon its passage.

2024-1957h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill directs the department of health and human services to apply for and participate in the SNAP
elderly simplified application project and makes an appropriation to the department for this purpose. The
bill also makes an appropriation to the department of health and human services to begin participation in
the Summer EBT program.

Amendment to SB 499-FN
(2024-1917h)
Proposed by the Minority of the Committee on Finance-r

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to the summer EBT program and the SNAP elderly simplified application and making
appropriations therefor.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 New Paragraphs; Human Service; Summer EBT and Elderly Simplified Application. Amend RSA 161:2
by inserting after paragraph XIII-b the following new paragraphs:

XIII-c. Summer EBT. The department shall apply for and meet all deadlines to participate in the federal
Summer EBT program so that families whose children are eligible for free and reduced price meals can receive
benefits on an EBT card in the summer. The department shall include in its biennial budget request under
RSA 9:4 funding for any administrative costs related to administering the federal Summer EBT program.

XIII-d. Elderly Simplified Application. The department shall apply for and participate in the elderly
simplified application project within the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). The depart-
ment shall include in its biennial budget request under RSA 9:4 funding for any administrative costs related
to administering the SNAP elderly simplified application.

2 Appropriations.

I. The sum of $143,000 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, is hereby appropriated to the depart-
ment of health and human services for the purpose of funding personnel costs associated with the summer
EBT program established by section 1 of this act. The department may contract with external resources, fill
unfunded positions, or take other appropriate actions to facilitate the administrative support required under
the provisions of this bill. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the
treasury not otherwise appropriated.

II. The sum of $55,000 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, is hereby appropriated to the department
of health and human services for the purpose of funding systems and technology costs associated with the
summer EBT program established by section 1 of this act for the summer of 2024. The governor is authorized
to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

III. The sum of $667,500 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, is hereby appropriated to the depart-
ment of health and human services for the purpose of funding systems and technology costs associated with
the summer EBT program established by section 1 of this act for the summer of 2025. The governor is autho-
rized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

IV. The sum of $82,500 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, is hereby appropriated to the depart-
ment of health and human services for the purpose of funding transaction fees in the issuance of EBT costs
associated with the summer EBT program established by section 1 of this act for the summer of 2024. The
governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated.

V. The sum of $82,500 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, is hereby appropriated to the department
of health and human services for the purpose of funding transaction fees in the issuance of EBT costs associ-
ated with the summer EBT program established by section 1 of this act for the summer of 2025. The governor
is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.
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VI. The sum of $10,000 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, is hereby appropriated to the department
of health and human services for the purpose of funding one-time set-up costs associated with the summer
EBT program established by section 1 of this act for the summer of 2025. The governor is authorized to draw
a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

VII. The sum of $25,000 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, is hereby appropriated to the depart-
ment of health and human services for the purpose of funding outreach costs associated with the summer
EBT program established by section 1 of this act for the summer of 2025. The governor is authorized to draw
a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

VIII. The sum of $37,500 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, is hereby appropriated to the department
of health and human services for the purpose of funding technology costs associated with the SNAP elderly
simplified application established by section 1 of this act. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for
said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

IX. In addition to the appropriations contained in paragraphs I through VIII of this section, the depart-
ment of health and human services may accept and expend matching federal funds without prior approval of
the fiscal committee of the general court for this purpose.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.

2024-1917h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill directs the department of health and human services to participate in the federal summer EBT
program and the SNAP elderly simplified application program and makes appropriations to the department
for this purpose.

Amendment to SB 502-FN
(2024-1896h)
Proposed by the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Affairs-c

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT relative to the scanning of drivers’ licenses by real estate brokers.

Floor Amendment to SB 503
(2024-1770h)
Proposed by Rep. Spillane

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to requiring a criminal background check when applying for a fish and game guide license
and modifying the penalties for the possession or sale of certain weapons.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 2 with the following:

3 Pistols and Revolvers; Carrying or Selling Weapons. RSA 159:16 is repealed and reenacted to read as
follows:

159:16 Carrying or Selling Weapons.

I. Any person under the age of 18 who carries on his or her person any blackjack, slung shot, or metal-
lic knuckles shall be guilty of a violation; and such weapon or articles so carried by such a person shall be
forfeited to the state.

I1. Any person who sells, delivers, or otherwise transfers any blackjack, slung shot, or metallic knuckles
to a person under the age of 18 shall be guilty of a violation.

4 Repeal. RSA 159:17, relative to exceptions to the prohibition against carrying or selling weapons, is re-
pealed.
5 Effective Date.
I. Sections 1 and 2 of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
II. The remainder of this act shall take effect January 1, 2025.

2024-1770h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill requires a criminal background check when applying for a fish and game guide license and modi-
fies the penalties for the sale of certain weapons.

Floor Amendment to SB 503
(2024-1905h)
Proposed by Rep. McWilliams

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to requiring a criminal background check when applying for a fish and game guide license
and relative to zoning and planning regulations for municipal parking.
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Amend the bill by replacing all after section 2 with the following:
3 New Paragraph; Zoning and Planning; Grant of Power; Parking. Amend RSA 674:16 by inserting after
paragraph V the following new paragraph:

VI. In its exercise of the powers granted under this subdivision, the local legislative body of a city, town,
or county in which there are located unincorporated towns or unorganized places may regulate accessory park-
ing for vehicles, but shall not require more than one residential parking space per unit, provided that such
local legislative bodies may require one and one-half parking spaces per 2-bedroom unit within complexes of
10 or more units.

4 Effective Date.
I. Section 3 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2025.
II. The remainder of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2024-1905h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill requires a criminal background check when applying for a fish and game guide license and provides
that zoning and planning regulations shall not require more than one residential parking space per unit or
one and one-half parking spaces per 2-bedroom unit for complexes of 10 or more units.

Amendment to SB 504-FN
(2024-1988h)
Proposed by the Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety-c

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to land in current use and relative to magistrates, bail commissioners, the standards
applicable to and the administration of bail, and making appropriations.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 2 with the following:
3 New Chapter; Magistrates. Amend RSA by inserting after chapter 491-A the following new chapter:
CHAPTER 491-B
MAGISTRATES
491-B:1 Appointment and qualifications. The chief justice of the supreme court, in consultation with the
chief justice of the superior court and the administrative judge of the circuit court, shall appoint at least 10
magistrates, subject to appropriation by the legislature. Such magistrates shall serve at such locations as
the chief justice of the supreme court may determine under this chapter. Magistrates shall be judicial branch
employees.
491-B:2 Duties.

I. At the discretion of the chief justice of the supreme court, in consultation with the chief justice of the

superior court and the administrative judge of the circuit court, magistrates may have the following powers:

(a) To determine the release or detention of defendants on all days of the week and at all times of day
pursuant to RSA 597:2;

(b) To conduct arraignment hearings and issue decisions on arraignments;

(¢) To conduct bail hearings and issue decisions on bail and other decisions regarding release or deten-
tion of persons pending trial pursuant to RSA 597:2;

(d) To issue arrest warrants or other processes of arrest;

(e) To issue search warrants;

(f) To administer oaths and affirmations; and

(g) To perform such other acts or functions specifically authorized by the chief justice of the supreme
court not inconsistent with the New Hampshire constitution or any state or federal laws.

IT. Magistrates may only perform the powers listed in paragraph I(b) through I(g) if they are licensed
to practice law in the state of New Hampshire.

ITII. The magistrates shall provide to any person bailed by the magistrate pursuant to the authority
granted by this chapter information on local services that are available to the person relating to homeless-
ness, hunger, mental health, and substance use issues.

491-B:3 Bail Payments.

I. If bail is being determined pursuant to RSA 597:2, I where the person seeking bail is physically present
at a state courthouse, bail payments may be in the form of cash or non-cash electronic form as established
by rule or order of the supreme court.

I1. If bail is being determined pursuant to RSA 597:2, I where the person seeking bail is not physically
present at a state courthouse, bail payments shall be accepted in any non-cash electronic form as established
by rule or order of the supreme court.

4 Arrests in Criminal Cases; Release or Detention; Place and Time of Detention. Amend RSA 594:20-a, 1
to read as follows:
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I. When a person is arrested with or without a warrant, he or she may be committed to a county correc-
tional facility, to a police station or other place provided for the detention of offenders, or otherwise detained in
custody. The person shall be taken to appear before a magistrate, circuit court, or a superior court in the case
of felony complaints and misdemeanors and violation level charges that are directly related to those felonies,
without unreasonable delay, to answer for the offense All persons shall appear no later than 24 hours after

In the case of a person arrested when the court is not open wzthln the next 24 hours, a deaswn on
bail shall be made by a magistrate within 24 hours of the arrest.

5 Bail and Recognizances; Review and Appeal of Release or Detention Order. Amend RSA 597:6-e to read
as follows:

597:6-e Review and Appeal of Release or Detention Order.

I. If a person is ordered released by a bail commissioner or magistrate, the person, or the state, shall
be entitled to a hearing, if requested, on the conditions of bail before a justice within 48 hours, Sundays and
holidays excepted.

II. Subject to RSA 597:2, X and XI, the person or the state may file with the superior court a motion
for revocation of the order or amendment of the conditions of release set by a municipal or district court, by
a justice or magistrate, or by a bail commissioner. The motion shall be determined promptly. However, no
action shall be taken on any such motion until the moving party has provided to the superior court certified
copies of the complaint, affidavit, warrant, bail slip, and any other court orders relative to each charge for
which a release or detention order was issued by a justice, or a bail commissioner. In cases where a district
court justice has made a finding, pursuant to RSA 597:2, IV that the person poses a danger to another, the
superior court shall, after notification to both parties, the police department that brought the charges in district
court, and the victim, conduct a hearing and make written findings supporting any modifications and reasons
for new conditions or changes from the district court order. The reviewing court shall take into consideration
the district court’s written findings, orders, pleadings, or transcript when making a modification.

III. The person, or the state pursuant to RSA 606:10, V, may appeal to the supreme court from a court’s
release or detention order, or from a decision denying revocation or amendment of such an order. The appeal
shall be determined promptly.

6 Bail and Recognizances; Detention and Sanctions for Default or Breach Conditions. Amend RSA 597:7-a,
I to read as follows:

I. A peace officer may detain an accused until [he] the accused can be brought before a justice or mag-
istrate if [he] the peace officer has a warrant issued by a justice for default of recognizance or for breach
of conditions of release or if [he] the peace officer witnesses a breach of conditions of release. The accused
shall be brought before a justice or magistrate for a bail revocation hearing within [48] 24 hours[;-Saturdays;

. I,
7 Bail and Recognizances; Release of a Defendant Pending Trial. Amend RSA 597:2, I-IV to read as follows:

I. Except as provided in paragraph III or VI, upon the appearance before the court or magistrate of a
person charged with an offense, the court or magistrate shall issue an order that, pending arraignment or
trial, the person be:

(a) Released on his or her personal recognizance or upon execution of an unsecured appearance bond,
pursuant to the provisions of paragraph III,;

(b) Released on a condition or combination of conditions pursuant to the provisions of paragraph III;

(c) Detained; or

(d) Temporarily detained to permit revocation of conditional release pursuant to the provisions of
paragraph VIII.

I-a. The court shall have the authority under paragraph I to set a cash bail amount only if it
is an amount which the defendant is able to meet.

I1. Except as provided in RSA 597:1-d, a person charged with a probation violation shall be entitled to a
bail hearing. The court or magistrate shall issue an order that, pending a probation violation hearing, the
person be:

(a) Released on his or her personal recognizance or upon execution of an unsecured appearance bond,
pursuant to the provisions of paragraph III;

(b) Released on a condition or combination of conditions pursuant to the provisions of paragraph III; or

(c) Detained.

ITI. When considering whether to release or detain a person, the court, magistrate, or, if applicable,

a bail commissioner shall consider the following issues:
(a) Safety of the public or the defendant.
(1) Except as provided in RSA 597:1-c, a person who is charged with homicide under RSA
630; first degree assault under RSA 631:1; second degree assault under RSA 631:2; felony level do-
mestic violence under RSA 631:2-b; aggravated felonious sexual assault under RSA 632-A:2; felonious
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sexual assault under RSA 632-A:3; kidnapping under RSA 633:1; felony level stalking under RSA
633:3-a, VI(a); trafficking in persons under RSA 633:7; robbery under RSA 636:1, III; possession,
manufacture, or distribution of child sexual abuse images under RSA 649-A; or computer pornog-
raphy and child exploitation under RSA 649-B; shall not be brought before a bail commissioner
and shall, upon arrest, be detained pending arraignment before the court. Arraignment shall oc-
cur no later than 24 hours after the arrest. In the case of a person arrested when the court is not
open within the next 24 hours, a decision on bail shall be made by a magistrate within 24 hours
of the arrest. At the person’s appearance before the court or magistrate, the court or magistrate
shall order that the person be detained pending trial if the court or magistrate determines that
there is substantial evidence to believe that release of the person is a danger to that person or the
public. For purposes of this subparagraph, “substantial evidence” shall be more than a preponder-
ance of evidence and less than clear and convincing evidence. In determining whether release will
endanger the safety of that person or the public, the court or magistrate may consider all relevant
and material factors presented pursuant to paragraph IV. If the court or magistrate does not find
that there is substantial evidence that the person must be detained, the court or magistrate shall
order the person released pursuant to subparagraph I(a) or subparagraph I(b), or, if applicable,
temporarily detained pursuant to subparagraph I(d). In any case where a protective order is issued
by the court or magistrate related to any of the crimes listed in this subparagraph, a person may
be released only with electronic monitoring in order to ensure the safety of any alleged victim. Any
violation of the conditions of the release with electronic monitoring shall be immediately reported
to the law enforcement agency in the jurisdiction where the violation occurred, which, if there is
probable cause to establish such violation, shall cause the person to be arrested forthwith. A person
arrested for violating the conditions of his or her bail for an offense listed in this subparagraph
shall be held until they can be brought before the court at the first available date. If at a subse-
quent hearing, the court finds probable cause exists that the person violated the conditions of his
or her bail for any of the crimes listed in this subparagraph, such violation shall be prima facie
evidence of dangerousness and the defendant shall be held pending trial. The court may order
reimbursement of the cost of electronic monitoring to the county in accordance with the provisions
in paragraph VI(b).

(2) If a person is charged w1th any other criminal offense [a-n—@ffense—hs’ced—rn—RSA—H-&-B‘-l,—I,—ef

pfeteet-we—or&er-issﬂed—u-n&er—R—SA—l%—B—] the court or magtstrate may order preventive detention w1thout

bail, or, in the alternative, may order restrictive conditions, including but not limited to, electronic monitoring
and supervision, only if the court or magistrate determines by clear and convincing evidence that release
will endanger the safety of that person or the public, except as provided in paragraph VI. In determining
whether release will endanger the safety of that person or the public, the court or magistrate may consider
all relevant factors presented pursuant to paragraph IV. The court shall have the authority to set a cash
bail amount only if it is an amount which the defendant is able to meet.

(b) Assuring the court appearance of charged persons.

(1) The court or magistrate shall order the pre-arraignment or pretrial release of the person on his
or her personal recognizance, or upon execution of an unsecured appearance bond in an amount specified by
the court or magistrate, or cash or corporate surety bail, subject to the condition that the person not commit a
crime during the period of his or her release, and subject to such further condition or combination of conditions
that the court or magistrate may require unless the court or magistrate determines by a preponderance of
the evidence that such release will not reasonably assure the appearance of the person as required.

(2) If the court or magistrate determines by a preponderance of the evidence that a person has
failed to appear on any previous matter charged as a felony, class A misdemeanor, or driving or operating
while impaired, or a reasonably equivalent offense in an out-of-state jurisdiction, 3 or more times within
the past 5 years, or twice on the present case, there shall be a rebuttable presumption that release will not
reasonably assure the appearance of the person as required.

(3) In determining the amount of the unsecured appearance bond or cash or corporate surety bail,
the court or magistrate may consider all relevant factors bearing upon a person’s ability to post bail.

(4) The court or magistrate shall not impose a financial condition that will result in the pretrial
detention of a person solely as a result of that financial condition unless the court or magistrate determines
by clear and convincing evidence that the nature of the allegations presents a substantial risk that the person
will not appear and that no reasonable alternative will assure the person’s appearance. The defendant shall
be afforded the opportunity to be heard.

(c) Failure of a person to abide by previous bail conditions. If there is probable cause to believe that,
while on release pending resolution of a previous offense, the person committed a felony, or if there is prob-
able cause to believe that a person is on release pending resolution of a previous offense, and there-
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after was arrested and released pending the resolution of a second offense, and has committed an
additional class A misdemeanor[;] or driving or operating while impaired, the person shall be detained
for no more than 24 hours for a bail hearing before a magistrate or the court. Upon appearance in
front of a magistrate or the court for a person detained under this section, there shall be a rebuttable
presumption that the person will not abide by a condition that the person not commit a new offense. The
court or magistrate shall not impose a financial condition that will result in the pretrial detention of the
person solely as a result of that financial condition unless the court or magistrate determines by clear and
convincing evidence after a hearing that no reasonable alternative or combination of conditions will assure
that the person will not commit a new offense. The court or magistrate may consider any relevant factors
in making its determination.

IV.(a) Evidence in support of preventive detention shall be made by offer of proof at the initial appear-
ance before the court or magistrate. At that time, the defendant may request a subsequent bail hearing
where live testimony is presented to the court.

(b) At any subsequent hearing, such testimony may be presented via video conferencing, unless the
court determines that witness testimony in court is necessary. A request by the defendant for in-court testi-
mony shall be made by oral motion at the initial hearing or by written motion prior to any subsequent hear-
ing. Any order granting the defendant’s request shall be distributed to the parties at least 48 hours prior to
any subsequent hearing.

(c) There shall be a rebuttable presumption that an alleged victim of the crime shall not be required to
testify at the bail hearing. Nothing in this section shall preclude an alleged victim from voluntarily testifying
at such hearing or otherwise providing information to the court or magistrate. The state may present
evidence of statements made in the course of an investigation through a law enforcement officer.

8 Bail and Recognizances; Release of a Defendant Pending Trial. Amend RSA 597:2, VI-IX to read as follows:

VI. If a person is charged with violation of a protective order issued under RSA 173-B or RSA 633:3-a[;]:

(a) The person shall be detained without bail pending arraignment by the court pursuant to RSA
173-B:9, I(a). Arraignment for a person charged with violation of a protective order issued under
RSA 173-B or RSA 633:3-a shall not be heard by a magistrate.

(b) If the court releases the person, the court shall order electronic monitoring of the person
while released.

(1) The county shall develop uniform criteria to evaluate and determine whether a per-
son is indigent or not indigent for the purpose of the person’s ability to repay the cost of electronic
monitoring. Based on the criteria, the county shall render a finding of indigent or not indigent for
the purpose of the person’s ability to repay the cost of electronic monitoring.

(2) If the county finds that the person is not indigent for the purpose of repaying the cost
of electronic monitoring, the county shall order that the person reimburse the county for payment
of the cost of electronic monitoring. The county may extend the time period for repayment in its
discretion to allow the person time to make the repayment, except that in no case shall the time
period exceed one year from the date the case was closed.

(3) If the county finds that the person is indigent for the purpose of repaying the cost of
electronic monitoring, the person shall not be liable to pay the cost of electronic monitoring.

(¢) A law enforcement officer shall have probable cause to arrest any person who is released
pursuant to this paragraph with electronic monitoring upon probable cause that the person has
violated the monitoring conditions imposed by the court. The county employee or agent who is tasked
with monitoring the released person shall inform the law enforcement agency in the appropriate
Jurisdiction of any violation of the monitoring conditions.

(d) Unless pursuant to a search warrant, a law enforcement officer shall not be provided
access to any data associated with the electronic monitoring of the released person, including but
not limited to location data, for any purpose other than the investigation of non-compliance with
the monitoring conditions imposed by the court.

VII. In a release order issued pursuant to this section, the court or magistrate shall include a written
statement that sets forth:

(a) All of the conditions to which the release is subject, in a manner sufficiently clear and specific to
serve as a guide for the person’s conduct; and

(b) The provisions of RSA 641:5, relative to tampering with witnesses and informants.

VIII. A person charged with an offense who is, or was at the time the offense was committed, on release
pending trial for a felony or misdemeanor under federal or state law, release pending imposition or execution
of sentence, appeal of sentence or conviction, or completion of sentence, for any offense under federal or state
law; or probation, or parole for any offense under federal or state law, except as provided in RSA 597:1-d,
ITI, may be detained for a period of not more than 72 hours from the time of his or her arrest, excluding Sat-
urdays, Sundays and holidays. The law enforcement agency making the arrest shall notify the appropriate
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court, probation or parole official, or federal, state, or local law enforcement official. Upon such notice, the
court or magistrate shall direct the clerk to notify by telephone the department of corrections, division of
field services, of the pending bail hearing. If the department fails or declines to take the person into custody
during that period, the person shall be treated in accordance with the provisions of law governing release
pending trial. Probationers and parolees who are arrested and fail to advise their supervisory probation of-
ficer or parole officer in accordance with the conditions of probations and parole may be subject to arrest and
detention as probation and parole violators.

IX. Upon the appearance of a person charged with a class B misdemeanor, the court or magistrate
shall issue an order that, pending arraignment, the person be released on his or her personal recognizance,
unless the court or magistrate determines pursuant to paragraph III that such release will endanger the
safety of the person or the public. The court or magistrate shall appoint an attorney to represent any indi-
gent person charged with a class B misdemeanor denied release for the purpose of representing such person
at any detention hearing.

9 New Paragraph; Bail and Recognizances; Release of a Defendant Pending Trial. Amend RSA 597:2 by
inserting after paragraph X the following new paragraph:

XI. If a person is ordered to be released by a circuit court, the state may appeal only on the grounds of
dangerousness to the superior court. Upon receipt of the intent to appeal, the circuit court shall detain the
person pending resolution of the appeal. The appeal shall be filed in the superior court on the same day as
the circuit court’s notice of its decision in accordance with rules adopted by the court. The superior court shall
hold a hearing on the appeal within 48 hours of the filing of the appeal, excluding weekends and holidays.

10 New Section; Bail and Recognizances; General Provisions; Electronic Monitoring. Amend RSA 597 by
inserting after section 2-b the following new section:

597:2-c Electronic Monitoring Program to be Established.

I. In this section, “electronic monitoring” means tracking the location of an individual through the use
of physical equipment or software that is capable of determining or identifying the monitored individual’s
presence or absence at a particular location, including but not limited to:

(a) Radio frequency signaling technology, which detects if the monitored individual is or is not at an
approved location and notifies the monitoring agency of the time that the monitored individual either leaves
the approved location or tampers with or removes the monitoring device; or

(b) Active or passive global positioning system technology, which detects the location of the monitored
individual and notifies the monitoring agency of the monitored individual’s location.

IT. Each county shall obtain the ability to equip and monitor defendants who have been arrested and
released on bail with electronic monitoring. The county may contract with a private company, enter into a
memorandum of understanding with a government agency, or utilize its own personnel, subject to legislative
appropriation, to obtain such ability to both equip and monitor. Each county may recover the cost of its electronic
monitoring program through a charge to defendants who have been released on bail with electronic monitoring.

11 Appropriation; Department of Safety; Division of State Police and the New Hampshire Judicial Branch.

I. The sum of $750,000 is hereby appropriated in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, to the department
of safety, division of state police, to develop and implement a system to electronically share an individual’s
bail condition status with law enforcement.

II. The sum of $986,000 is hereby appropriated in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, to the judicial
branch, to develop and implement a judicial branch bail data platform to enable electronic sharing of an in-
dividual’s bail condition status with law enforcement.

ITI. The appropriations in paragraphs I and II shall not lapse. The governor is authorized to draw a
warrant for said sums out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

12 Bail and Recognizances; Bail Commissioners; Fees. Amend RSA 597:20 to read as follows:

597:20 Fees. The bail commissioners in such cases shall be entitled to a fee of [$46] $60. However, clerks
of court or members of their staffs who are bail commissioners shall be entitled to collect such fee only when
called while not on active duty. In jurisdictions where the bail commissioner is a full-time salaried police officer,
constable, sheriff, deputy sheriff, state police employee, or anyone else authorized to execute police powers, such
person shall not receive the fee established in this section, but instead such amount shall be remitted to the
town or city in which the district court is situated. If the defendant is indigent, the fee shall be waived.

13 Bail and Recognizances; General Provisions; Determination of Indigence and Payment of Bail Commis-
sioner Fee. Amend RSA 597:2-b to read as follows:

597:2-b Determination of Indigence and Payment of Bail Commissioner Fee.

I. The arrestmg officer, at the pomt of arrest shall 1nform the offender of the avallablhty of the serv1ces
of the bail commissioner. [ 5 ery o
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fee-payment-in-the-offender’s-casefile:] In any case where the offender has been arrested for a crime of

violence against an individual person, including any act of stalking or criminal threatening, and
the bail commissioner determines that the offender may be released pending arraignment, the ar-
resting agency shall attempt to contact the alleged victim for at least one hour to inform the alleged
victim of the pending release and the conditions of bail. This contact may be either in-person or by
telephone. If the alleged victim has not been reached within one hour of the bail commissioner’s
setting of the terms and conditions of release, the police shall immediately provide notice to the
alleged victim through either telephonic voicemail or written notice left at the alleged victim’s last
known residence. The police shall document all efforts to contact the alleged victim and the time
of the notification provided under this section. The offender shall not be released until the alleged
victim has been notified, or one hour has elapsed from the time the bail commissioner set the terms
and conditions of release, whichever is earlier.

I-a. On a monthly basis, the court shall pay each bail commissioner the fees as authorized by
RSA 597:20 that each bail commissioner is entitled to from the previous month.

I1. The court shall develop uniform criteria to evaluate and determine whether an offender is indigent or
not indigent for the purpose of the offender’s ability to [pay] repay the bail commissioner’s fee. Based on the
criteria, the court shall render a finding of indigent or not indigent for the purpose of the offender’s ability
to [payl] repay the bail commissioner’s fee.

ITI. If the court finds that the offender is not indigent for the purpose of [paying| repaying the bail
commissioner’s fee, the court shall order that the offender [shall] reimburse the court for payment of the
bail commissioner’s fee. The court may extend the time period for such repayment in its discretion
to allow the offender reasonable time to make the repayment, except that in no case shall the time
period exceed one year from the date the case was closed.

IV. If the court finds that the offender is indigent for the purpose of [paying| repaying the bail commis-
sioner’s fee, the offender shall not be liable to pay the fee.

14 Bail and Recognizances; Bail Commissioners; Term and Identification Card. Amend RSA 597:17 to read
as follows:

597:17 Term and Identification Card.

I. Bail commissioners shall be commissioned for 5 years and continue in office until their successors shall
have qualified. A bail commissioner’s appointment may be revoked for cause at any time during the
term of his or her appointment by the chief justice of the supreme court or the chief justice’s designee.

I1. The chief justice of the superior court or the administrative judge of [the-superior-court-or] the
circuit court shall issue an identification card to each qualified bail commissioner in the state. The identifica-
tion card shall be made of a durable material similar to that of a driver’s license, and shall contain
a photograph of the bail commissioner, the terms and dates of the bail commissioner’s appoint-
ment, and any other information deemed necessary by the chief justice of the superior court or the
administrative judge of the circuit court. The chief justice of the superior court or the administra-
tive judge of the circuit court may enter into an agreement, through an interagency memorandum
of understanding or any other appropriate mechanism, with the department of safety, division of
motor vehicles to facilitate the production and issuance of the identification card.

15 New Chapter; Judicial Training. Amend RSA by inserting after chapter 490-J the following new chapter:

CHAPTER 490-K
JUDICIAL TRAINING

490-K:1 Judicial Training Coordinator.

A judicial training coordinator position shall be created on or before January 1, 2025, to work under the
direction of the chief justice of the supreme court. The judicial training coordinator shall develop high qual-
ity judicial branch training and continuing education programs and work to provide judges, magistrates,
bail commissioners, administrators, and court staff with a reasonable opportunity to fulfill any mandatory
orientation and initial required training as well as continuing educational requirements.

490-K:2 Initial Judicial Training Requirements.

Any person who holds the position of judge or magistrate in this state, and all nonjudicial employees of the
judicial branch with a hire date on or after July 1, 2025, shall complete a judicial orientation and training
program within 3 months of hire, as directed by the chief justice of the supreme court. The minimum initial
training for judges shall be as follows:

I. Orientation for new judges on procedures and functions of the applicable court and relevant procedural
and substantive law;

I1. Education for new judges on major legal subjects and practical skills needed by them and appropriate
to the jurisdiction of the court in which they serve;

ITI. At least one hour of training devoted to the topics of legal and judicial ethics, professionalism, pre-
venting implicit bias, mental health, and domestic violence.
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490-K:3 Judicial Continuing Education Requirements.

Any person who holds the position of judge, magistrate, court administrator, clerk, or director of the ad-
ministrative office of the court in this state, shall be required to complete continuing education as the chief
justice of the supreme court directs:

I. Justices of the supreme court shall complete a minimum of 24 hours of continuing education each year.

I1. Justices of the superior court shall complete a minimum of 24 hours of continuing education approved
by the chief justice of the superior court each year.

ITI. All superior court clerks shall complete a minimum of 16 hours of continuing education approved by
the chief justice of the superior court each year.

IV. All circuit court judges shall complete a minimum of 24 hours of continuing education approved by
the administrative judge of the circuit court each year.

V. All circuit court clerks shall complete a minimum of 12 hours of continuing education approved by
the administrative judge of the circuit court each year.

VI. Magistrates shall complete a minimum of 16 hours of continuing education approved by the chief
justice of the supreme court each year.

VII. The director of the administrative office of the courts shall complete a minimum of 16 hours of
continuing education approved by the chief justice of the supreme court each year.

16 Bail and Recognizances; Bail Commissioners; Educational Requirements for Bail Commissioners. RSA
597:18-a is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

597:18-a Educational Requirements for Bail Commissioners.

I. The judicial training coordinator, in consultation with the chief justice of the superior court and the ad-
ministrative judge of the circuit court, shall develop an education program to ensure that new bail commissioners
are adequately trained and that existing bail commissioners have current information regarding the status of
the laws affecting bail commissioners and the powers and duties of bail commissioners. This education program
shall include the laws specific to bail and the conditions that may be imposed by the bail commissioners.

I1. Upon appointment, each bail commissioner shall receive at least 16 hours of training. Training may
be in person, remote, or on the job training by shadowing another bail commissioner for a period of time as
determined by the courts.

ITI. Each bail commissioner shall undergo 8 hours of annual training that shall include any changes to
the law made by the general court or as a result of court decisions. An updated copy of all laws concerning
bail commissioners and a copy of the latest edition of the Bail Commissioner’s Handbook shall be provided
to each bail commissioner at this annual training.

IV. Bail commissioners shall be paid for time spent during training as follows:

(a) Bail commissioners shall be paid a $50 stipend for each 8 hour block of training. Any in person
training requiring less that 8 hours shall nonetheless be paid for a minimum 8 hour block. Remote training
less than 8 hours may be prorated based upon the $50 per 8 hour block standard.

(b) If the training for newly appointed bail commissioners exceeds 16 hours, the newly appointed bail
commissioners shall not be paid for more than 2, 8-hour blocks.

17 New Section; Bail and Recognizances; Bail Commissioners; Duties. Amend RSA 597 by inserting after
section 18-a the following new section:

597:18-b Duties.

I. The bail commissioners shall provide to any person bailed by the bail commissioner under this chapter
information on local services that are available to the person relating to homelessness, hunger, mental health,
and substance use issues.

I1. The bail commissioners shall notify any person bailed by the bail commissioners under this chapter
that any violations of a protective order are non-bailable.

18 Funding.

I. The judicial branch shall determine the amount of funding needed in order to pay for the fees for bail
commissioners and to establish the identification cards as directed in sections 10-12 and 14 of this act, and
that amount is hereby appropriated in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025 to the judicial branch.

I1. The judicial branch shall determine the amount of funding needed to establish 10 new magistrates who
will serve at such locations as the chief justice of the supreme court designates and who shall be empowered
to perform certain judicial functions relative to bail, arraignments, and warrants, and that amount is hereby
appropriated in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025 to the judicial branch.

ITI. The appropriations in paragraphs I and II shall not lapse. The governor is authorized to draw a
warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

19 Effective Date.

I. Sections 11 and 18 of this act shall take effect July 1, 2024.

II. Sections 7, 8, 9, and 10 of this act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

ITI. The remainder of this act shall take effect January 2, 2025.
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2024-1988h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill:

I. Provides that the owner of land in current use and designated as open space may post that such land is
restricted to use for public recreation only.

II. Expands grounds for criminal trespass to include violation of open space land posted for recreational
use only and when associated with a violation of the controlled drug act or human trafficking.

ITI. Establishes magistrates and provides them duties and requirements.

IV. Makes various amendments governing the standards applicable to and the administration of bail.

V. Establishes an electronic monitoring program for certain criminal defendants and provides various ap-
propriations to allow for the development and implementation of such a program.

VI. Makes amendments to the amount of the bail commissioner’s fee and makes other amendments to the
duties and educational requirements for bail commissioners.

VII. Establishes a judicial training coordinator and establishes training requirements for judges and certain
judicial employees.

VIII. Makes additional appropriations to the judicial branch.

Amendment to SB 510
(2024-1925h)
Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Transportation-r

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to sale of a vehicle to a Massachusetts resident, changes to vehicle inspections, and al-
lowing new vehicles purchased in the model year or before to be inspected in the second year
after purchase.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:
2 Motor Vehicles; Inspection Exempt. Amend RSA 266:1, II to read as follows:

II. Any vehicle registered under this title, except an OHRYV, snowmobile, moped, roadable aircraft, or
other exempt vehicle, shall be inspected once a year, except as provided in paragraph IV-a, during the
month in which the birth date of the owner is observed, if the owner is a natural person. An inspection sticker
shall be valid for the same duration as the vehicle’s registration, which shall not exceed 16 months. If the
month in which the anniversary of the owner’s birth occurs will be one of the next 4 months, an inspection
sticker may be issued, with an expiration date of the birth month in the following year, of the first person
named on the title application. Nothing in this paragraph shall require any person who has registered and
had inspected a vehicle with temporary plates to have the vehicle reinspected upon receipt of permanent mo-
tor vehicle plates. An inspection sticker shall not expire when a vehicle is transferred to a licensed dealer.

3 Model Year Purchase Excepted. Amend RSA 266:1, II-a to read as follows:

IT-a. Notwithstanding RSA 266:1, II, if the month in which the anniversary of the owner’s birth occurs
will be one of the next 4 months, and the vehicle owner provides written verification of absence from New
Hampshire during the entire anniversary month, an inspection sticker may be issued, with an expiration
date of the birth month in the following year, except as provided in paragraph IV-a, of the first person
named on the title application.

4 Newly Registered Vehicles. Amend RSA 266:1, IV to read as follows:

IV. Except as provided in paragraph IV-a, notwithstanding paragraphs II and III, newly registered
vehicles, other than vehicles transferred to a licensed dealer, OHRVs, snowmobiles, mopeds, roadable aircraft,
and vehicles, other than vehicles transferred to a licensed dealer, OHRVs, snowmobiles, mopeds, and roadable
aircraft, the ownership of which has been transferred, shall be inspected not later than 10 days after the regis-
tration or transfer of ownership of said vehicle. However, if a new vehicle not described in paragraph IV-a
is purchased at retail from a licensed dealer, as defined in RSA 259:18, the vehicle shall be inspected not later
than 20 days after the date of transfer. A used vehicle for which a dealer has issued a 20-day plate pursuant to
RSA 261:109 shall be inspected by the dealer or an authorized inspection station on behalf of the dealer at the
time of the attachment of the plate unless a valid inspection sticker issued by the dealer is in place, in which
case the vehicle shall be inspected within 20 days or before the sticker expires, whichever occurs first. All other
expired motor vehicle inspections shall be subject to the 10-day grace period in RSA 266:5.

5 New Paragraph; New Model Year Vehicle. Amend RSA 266:1 by inserting after paragraph IV the follow-
ing new paragraph:

IV-a. A vehicle purchased prior to or during the vehicle’s model year, from a licensed dealer by a natural
person as the first owner, shall be exempt from inspection until the last day of the registered owner’s birth
month in second year after purchase. A vehicle purchased prior to or during the vehicle’s model year, from a
licensed dealer by a corporation as the first owner, shall be exempt from inspection until the last day of the
purchase anniversary month in the second year after purchase.
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6 New Paragraph; Prohibition of Inspection Performance Within a Specified Amount of Time. Amend RSA
266:1 by inserting after paragraph XII the following new paragraph:

XIII. The department shall not require an inspection station to perform inspections within any minimum
or maximum amount of time. No penalty or audit shall result based on the amount of time spent on inspec-
tions, whether individually or on average.

7 Thirty-Day Inspection Grace Period. Amend RSA 266:1, IV to read as follows:

IV. Notwithstanding paragraphs II and III, newly registered vehicles, other than vehicles transferred to a
licensed dealer, OHRVs, snowmobiles, mopeds, roadable aircraft, and vehicles, other than vehicles transferred
to a licensed dealer, OHRVs, snowmobiles, mopeds, and roadable aircraft, the ownership of which has been
transferred, shall be inspected not later than [10] 30 days after the registration or transfer of ownership of
said vehicle. However, if a new vehicle is purchased at retail from a licensed dealer, as defined in RSA 259:18,
the vehicle shall be inspected not later than 20 days after the date of transfer. A used vehicle for which a
dealer has issued a 20-day plate pursuant to RSA 261:109 shall be inspected by the dealer or an authorized
inspection station on behalf of the dealer at the time of the attachment of the plate unless a valid inspection
sticker issued by the dealer is in place, in which case the vehicle shall be inspected within [26] 30 days or
before the sticker expires, whichever occurs first. All other expired motor vehicle inspections shall be subject
to the [10-day] 30-day grace period in RSA 266:5.

8 Penalty for Failing to Obey Inspection Requirements; Thirty-Day Grace Period. Amend RSA 266:5 to
read as follows:

266:5 Penalty for Failing to Obey Inspection Requirements. The driver or owner of any motor vehicle fail-
ing to comply with the requirements of the director relative to inspection shall be guilty of a violation, and
the director may refuse to register, or may suspend or revoke the registration of, any motor vehicle, trailer,
or semi-trailer which has not been inspected as required or which is unsafe or unfit to be driven; provided,
however, no person shall be charged with a violation of this section until a period of [18] 30 days has elapsed
from the date the inspection was due. It shall be a rebuttable presumption that a vehicle that is required to
be inspected is in violation of this section if the vehicle fails to display a valid inspection sticker. This section
shall not apply to those vehicles required to be inspected under the provisions of RSA 266:1, IV. The fine for
a violation of this section shall be $60.

9 New Paragraph; Time Allotted for Inspections. Amend RSA 266:1-a by inserting after paragraph II the
following new paragraph:

ITI. A law enforcement officer shall not require inspections within any minimum or maximum amount
of time nor shall any penalty or audit result solely from the amount of time spent on inspections, whether
individually or on average.

10 Front Lights. Amend RSA 266:31 to read as follows:

266:31 Front Lights. Every motor vehicle driven during the period from 1/2 hour after sunset to 1/2 hour before
sunrise, and whenever rain, snow, or fog shall interfere with the proper view of the road so that persons and
vehicles on the way are not clearly discernible at a distance of 1000 feet ahead, shall display at least 2 lighted
lamps on the front; provided, however, that one suitable lighted lamp on the front of a motorcycle shall be suf-
ficient. The headlamp shall throw sufficient light ahead within the traveled portion of the way to make clearly
visible all vehicles, persons, or substantial objects within a distance of 200 feet, except that the headlamps of
motorcycles shall be sufficient if they make clearly visible objects within a distance of 150 feet. No headlamp
shall be used unless it is approved by the director and is equipped with a proper lens or other device designed
to prevent glaring rays. All headlamps on every motor vehicle shall be located at a height of not more than 54
inches nor less than 24 inches from the ground on an unladen vehicle. The measurement shall be made from
the ground to the center of the lens. No device which obstructs, reflects, or alters the beam of such headlamp
shall be used in connection therewith unless approved by the director. Every lens or other device to prevent
glaring rays, the use of which on motor vehicles has been approved by the director, shall be arranged, adjusted,
and operated in accordance with the requirements of the certificate approving the use thereof. Every lamp,
bulb, or light used in any headlamp shall be of such candle power as may be specified for the approved device
in the certificate approving the use thereof. Every reflector which is used as a part of such headlamp shall
have a reflecting surface approved by the director after satisfactory tests have been made, and every reflecting
surface shall be free from dents [;rust] and other imperfections that inhibit the ability for light to project
as described this section. Cracks in a sealed beam headlamp shall cause inspection failure. Cracks
in a projection headlamp that are covered by color matching automotive lens tape shall not cause
inspection failure, except that any taped or untaped cracks that allow moisture to penetrate the
headlamp shall cause inspection failure. Clouded/oxidized headlamps shall fail inspection when the
light shines yellow or another color besides white, or if the light is so dim that headlamp aim cannot
be checked on a headlamp aimer. The driver of every motor vehicle shall permit any properly authorized
person to inspect the headlamping equipment of such motor vehicle and to make such tests as he or she may
deem necessary to determine whether the provisions of this section are being complied with. Any headlamp
color approved by the director for motor vehicles shall be considered approved for motorcycles.
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11 Directional Signals. Amend RSA 266:42 to read as follows:

266:42 Directional Signals. It shall be unlawful to drive on any way in this state any motor vehicle regis-
tered in this state which is manufactured or assembled after January 1, 1952, unless such vehicle is equipped
with directional signals approved by the director. The provisions of this section shall not apply to motorcycles
manufactured prior to January 1, 1973. No directional signal shall cause inspection failure unless it
does not function properly, is not properly directed, is obscured, or has a minimum light output
and projection lower than the vehicle’s original equipment. Cracks in a directional signal that
are covered by color matching automotive lens tape shall not cause inspection failure, except that
any taped or untaped cracks that allow moisture to penetrate the directional signal shall cause
inspection failure.

12 Reflectors. Amend RSA 266:43 to read as follows:

266:43 Reflectors. Every new motor vehicle sold and driven upon a way, other than a tractor truck, shall carry
on the rear, either as a part of the tail lamps or separately, 2 red reflectors, except that every motorcycle, mo-
ped and motor-driven cycle shall carry at least one reflector. Cracks in a reflector that are covered by color
matching automotive lens tape or color matching reflective tape shall not cause inspection failure.

13 New Section; Restrictions and Rulemaking. Amend RSA 266 by inserting after section 117 the following
new section:

266:118 Rulemaking Restrictions.

No rule shall require inspection failure when there are cracks in any functional headlamp lens or reflector.

14 Brakes; Inspection Failure. Amend RSA 266:28 to read as follows:

266:28 Brake Performance.

I. Every motor vehicle and every combination of motor vehicle with trailer or semi-trailer when driven
upon the ways of the state shall at a speed of 20 miles per hour be capable, at all times and under all condi-
tions of loading, of stopping on a dry, smooth, approximately level pavement free from loose material, upon
application of the foot or service brake, within a distance of 30 feet.

II. Regarding brake pads and shoes, brakes shall fail inspection where:

(a) Bonded linings on brake shoes or pads are less than 2/32 inch thick, when measured at
the thinnest point;

(b) Riveted linings on the brake shoes or disc brake pads are worn to within 2/32 inch of any
rivet head; or

(c) A rivet on the brake lining is loose or missing or the lining is not securely fastened to
the shoe or pads.

III. Regarding brake drums or discs, brakes shall fail inspection only where discs or drums:

(a) Show evidence of mechanical damage other than wears;

(b) Show evidence of pitting on 50 percent or more of the friction surface or delamination
on the friction surface, such that either would affect proper brake operation, except that rust shall
not be reason for inspection failure unless so required under RSA 266:3-a.

(c) Have cracks on the friction surface extending to the open edge or on the outside of the
drum, particularly at the drum mounting area;

(d) Have a broken disc;

(e) Have cracks on the friction surface extending to the open edge on a disc;

() Have defective grease retainers;

(g) Are worn below the manufacturer’s specifications; or

(h) Have a thickness less than the minimum which is stamped on the assembly.

15 Effective Date.

I. Sections 2 - 5 shall take effect January 1, 2025.

I1. Sections 6 - 14 shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

ITI. The remainder of this act shall take effect 30 days after its passage.

2024-1925h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill:

I. Eliminates the requirement that a retail motor vehicle dealer submit a form notifying the New Hamp-
shire department of motor vehicles of a sale of a vehicle to a Massachusetts resident.

IT Allows new vehicles purchased in the model year or before to be inspected in the second year after purchase.

ITI. Makes several changes to vehicle inspection requirements.

Amendment to SB 527
(2024-1752h)
Proposed by the Committee on Special Committee on Housing -r

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
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AN ACT relative to student housing and zoning authority.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 2 with the following:
3 New Paragraph; Zoning; Authority; Occupancy. Amend RSA 674:16 by inserting after paragraph V the
following new paragraph:

VI.(a) In its exercise of the powers granted under this subdivision, the legislative body of a city, town,
village, district, or county in which there are located unincorporated towns or unorganized places, shall not
adopt nor shall the governing body thereof enforce any ordinance related to the occupancy of any existing or
new single-family, duplex, or multi-family dwelling unit that:

(1) Is based on the familial or non-familial relationships or marital status among the occupants of
such property; or
(2) Restricts the number of occupants of a single bedroom to less than 2.
(b) Nothing in this paragraph shall prohibit the enforcement of the state building code or state fire code.
4 Effective Date.

I. Section 1 of this act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

I1. Section 3 of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

ITI. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

2024-1752h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill includes student housing in municipal workforce housing regulations, creates a committee to study
student housing, and prohibits certain zoning ordinances.

Amendment to SB 534-FN
(2024-1856h)
Proposed by the Committee on Election Law-c

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Definitions; Candidate and Political Committee. RSA 664:2, II and III are repealed and reenacted to read
as follows:

IT. “Candidate” means an individual who seeks election to any public office or party position to be voted
at a primary, general, or special election, whether or not the public office or party position has been specifi-
cally identified at such time and whether or not such individual is nominated or elected. An individual shall
be considered a candidate seeking election, or re-election, if the individual has:

(a) Taken the action necessary to qualify for election, such as filing as a candidate;

(b) Taken the action or authorized any other person to obtain nominating petitions to qualify for elec-
tion, or election to office; or

(c) Received contributions or made expenditures, or given consent to any other person to receive con-
tributions or make expenditures, with the purpose to bring about the individual’s nomination for election, or
election, to office at any time during the election cycle.

ITI. “Political committee” means an organization that receives contributions or makes expenditures for
the purpose of promoting the success or defeat of a political party, candidate, candidates, measure, or mea-
sures, including but not limited to the following:

(a) Candidate committee created by a candidate running for office under RSA 664:3 V;

(b) Political advocacy organization to promote issues and ideas that may influence voters’ choices on
the ballot as further defined in RSA 664:2, XXII;

(c) Political committee of a political party as further defined in RSA 664:2, V;

(d) The committee of a segregated fund established by any organization with a separate legal existence
the purpose of which is to promote the success or defeat of a political party, candidate, candidates, measure,
or measures.

2 Definitions; Political Advertising, Communication, Contribution, and Expenditure. RSA 664:2, VI - IX
are repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

VI. “Political advertising” means any communication or expenditure by means of any medium or in any
format, that expressly advocates, or is the functional equivalent of the express advocacy for the success or
defeat of any party, candidate, candidates, measure, or measures.

VII. “Communication” means imparting, exchanging, or sending, of information by any medium or in
any format, including, but not be limited to: publication in any newspaper or other periodical, Internet,
social media, or other digital method; broadcasting on radio, television, or over any public address system,;
transmission by telephone, text message, email, or facsimile; placement on any billboards, trucks or mobile
billboards, outdoor facilities, window displays, posters, cards, pamphlets, leaflets, flyers, or other circulars,
or in any direct mailing, digital or otherwise.

VIII. “Contribution” means anything of value received for the purpose of promoting the success or defeat
of a candidate, candidates, measure, measures, or political party, including but not limited to a payment, gift,
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subscription, assessment, contract, payment for services, dues advance, forbearance, loan to a candidate or
political committee, personal or professional services for less than full consideration, or the use of anything
of value. Contributions may be used by candidates for expenses incurred by a candidate for child care.

IX.(a) “Expenditure” means any of the following that promotes the success or defeat of a political party,
candidate, candidates, measure, or measures: the purchase, payment, contribution, subscription distribution,
loan, advance, deposit, or gift of money or anything of value; the making of a legally binding commitment to
make a purchase, payment, contribution, subscription distribution, loan, advance, deposit, or gift of money
or anything of value in the future; or the transfer of funds by a political committee to another political com-
mittee or to a candidate. “Expenditure” includes, but is not limited to disbursement of funds for:

(1) Communications:

(a) That contain express advocacy or its functional equivalent supporting or opposing the election of
a candidate, candidates, measure, or measures; or

(b) That promote the success or defeat of a party, candidate, candidates, measure, or measures regard-
less of whether the communication or activities contain express advocacy or its functional equivalent.

(2) Partisan voter activity, partisan voter registration activity, partisan get-out-the-vote activity,
or other partisan campaign-related activities.

(3) Research, design, production, polling, data analytics, mailing or social media list acquisition or
other activities conducted in preparation for or conjunction with communications or activities described in
this paragraph.

(4) Childcare expenses incurred by a candidate if the expenses are a direct result of the candidate’s
activities.

(5) An independent expenditure, as defined in paragraph XI.

(b) “Expenditure” does not include:

(1) The candidate’s expenses for non-campaign travel and subsistence;

(2) Activity designed to encourage individuals to register to vote or to vote, if that activity or com-
munication does not mention a clearly identified candidate;

(3) Any communication by any membership organization or corporation to its members or stockhold-
ers, if the primary purpose of that membership organization or corporation is not for the purpose of promoting
the success or defeat of a candidate or candidates and measure or measures; or

(4) Any communication by any political committee member that is not made for the purpose of
promoting the success or defeat of a candidate or candidates or measure or measures.

(5) Payment for incidental items, such as auto expenses and child care that the candidate chooses
to pay for with personal funds.

3 Definitions; Independent Expenditures; Full Name; Person. RSA 664:2, XI-XIII is repealed and reenacted
to read as follows:

XI. “Independent expenditure” means the disbursement of funds for an expenditure made by a political
committee or person made without cooperation or consultation with any political committee, political party,
candidate, or agent of such candidate, and which are not made in concert with, or at the request or sugges-
tion of any political party, candidate, or agent of such candidate.

XII. “Full name” means the full legal name of a person making the identity of the contributor apparent
by unambiguous reference.

XIII. “Person’s post office address” means:

(a) If an individual, the address used by the individual for voter registration purposes; and

(b) If a person that is not an individual, the primary business location of the person, both of which
shall include a street and post office box, if any, city, state, and zip code.

(c) “Person’s post office address” shall not mean:

(1) An individual’s business address.

(2) An individual’s vacation home address or rental property address when the home or rental
property is owned, but not occupied by the contributor.

(3) Any address not that of the contributor.

4 Definitions; Push-Polling. RSA 664:2, XVII is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

XVII. “Push-polling” means:

(a) Communications with voters promoting the success or defeat of any candidate, candidates, measure,
or measures for public office or measure by any means, including but not limited to telephone, text, via the
Internet, through social media, or digitally; and

(b) Asking questions related to opposing candidates for public office which state, imply, or convey
information about the candidate’s character, status, or political stance or record; and

(c) Conducting such communication in a manner which is likely to be construed by the voter to be
a survey or poll to gather statistical data for entities or organizations which are acting independent of any
particular political party, candidate, measure, or interest group as part of a series of like communication that
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consist of more than 2,000 communications in presidential, gubernatorial, United States senatorial, or United
States congressional elections; or conducting such communications as part of a series of like communications
that consist of more than 500 connected calls that last less than 2 minutes in executive council, state senate,
city, town, school district, or village district elections; or conducting such calling as part of a series of like
telephone calls that consist of more than 200 connected calls that last less than 2 minutes in state represen-
tative elections; and

(d) Conducting such communication for purposes other than bona fide survey and opinion research.

5 Definitions; Receipts. RSA 664:2, XIX is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

XIX. “Receipts” shall mean the receipt of money or anything of value or the receipt of a legally binding
commitment to receive money or thing of value in the future for the purpose of promoting the success or
defeat of a political party, candidate, candidates, measure, or measures. Receipts shall not include amounts
received by a political committee in commercial transactions in the ordinary course of any trade or business
conducted by the political committee or in the form of investments in the political committee or amounts
received by the political committee from payors who, at the time of payment, prohibited, in writing, the use
of the payment as an expenditure.

6 Definitions; Political Advocacy Organization RSA 664:2, XXII is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

XXII. “Political advocacy organization” means any entity that makes expenditures of $1,000 or more an
election cycle for communication that is functionally equivalent to express advocacy such that, when taken as
a whole, such communication is likely to be interpreted, all or in part, by a reasonable person as promoting
the success or defeat of a candidate or candidates, of a measure or measures, or political party, taking into
account whether the communication involved mentions a candidacy, a political party, or takes a position on
a candidate’s character, qualifications, or fitness for office. For the purposes of this chapter, a contribution
from a political advocacy organization to a candidate or other political committee is communication that is
functionally equivalent to express advocacy.

7 New Paragraphs; Definitions; Election Cycle; Person; Individual; Organization. Amend RSA 664:2 by
inserting after paragraph XXII the following new paragraphs:

XXIII. “Election cycle” means the period of time beginning on the twenty-second day after a state general
election through 21 days after the next state general election. For special elections, the election cycle shall
be the period of time from when a vacancy is created through 21 days after the special election.

XXIV. “Person” is an individual, collection of individuals, business organization, club, or any other entity
created under the law.

XXV. “Individual” means a human being.

XXVI. “Organization” includes: a group of 2 or more individuals, business entities formed under state
law, except those entities qualified under section 501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code of
1986, or any other association of individuals or entities formed under state law that is not registered as a
business entity.

8 Registration of Political Committees. RSA 664:3 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
664:3 Registration of Political Committees.

I.(a) Any political committee, except the political committee of a political party, shall register with the
secretary of state as provided in this section. Registration shall be made through the secretary of state’s
online campaign finance system. A political committee may register at any time during the election cycle,
but the committee’s registration shall be received by the secretary of state not later than 48 hours after the
committee meets at least one of the criteria under RSA 664:2, III. The registration shall be accompanied by
an itemized statement of the receipts and expenditures, if any, made by the political committee in the current
election cycle prior to registration. Such itemization shall be made pursuant to the manner set forth in RSA
664:6. The registration shall also be accompanied by an administration fee of $50, unless exempt pursuant
to subparagraph (c), which shall be deposited by the secretary of state into the general fund.

(b) Each political committee shall designate a treasurer who is a citizen of this state and who is au-
thorized to receive all process and other legal documents on behalf of the political committee, and through
whom may be obtained access to all books and records of the political committee. The political committee
shall file with the secretary of state a statement of the purpose of the committee and shall indicate whether
the committee will be making independent expenditures. The registration shall also include a statement of
the name, address, occupation, and principal place of business of its chairperson and treasurer and the names
and address of other officers. The committee shall file an amendment to its registration within 14 days of any
change in the officers or purpose of the committee.

(c) The political committee of a candidate or a political committee of a political party that registers
under this chapter shall not be required to pay the $50 administration fee provided in subparagraph (a).

IT. No member of a political committee which is required to register under RSA 664:3, I, shall do any
act directly or indirectly on behalf of the committee to promote the success or defeat of a political party, a
measure, or a candidate, unless the requirements of RSA 664:3, I are met.
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ITI. All political committees’ registrations under this chapter shall be valid from the date of registration
through 21 days after the primary or general election, whichever is appropriate, unless terminated sooner,
in writing, by the chairperson and the treasurer of the political committee. However, any political committee
which has a continuing obligation to report as required under RSA 664:6 shall have its registration automati-
cally renewed according to RSA 664:6, V.

IV. Any political committee that is exempt from taxation under sections 501(c)(4), 501(c)(5), or 501(c)
(6) of the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986 may disclose, but shall not be required to disclose in
its itemized statement of receipts, the identity of its donors. Any political committee affected by this section
who chooses not to disclose the identity of its donors shall place the following disclosure on all communica-
tions to voters: “This organization has an exemption under federal law and is not required, and chooses not,
to disclose its donors.”

V. For purposes of filing campaign finance reports pursuant to RSA 664:6 and RSA 664:7, a candidate
for office may choose to file as a candidate or, if such candidate creates a candidate committee, as a political
committee.

9 Prohibited Political Contributions. RSA 664:4 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

664:4 Prohibited Political Contributions.

No contribution, whether tangible or intangible, shall be made to a candidate, a political committee, or
political party, or on behalf of a candidate or political committee or political party, directly or indirectly, for
the purpose of promoting the success or defeat of any candidate, measure, or political party during any state
election cycle:

I. By any partnership as such or by any partner acting in behalf of such partnership.

I1. By any labor union or group of labor unions, or by any officer, director, executive, agent, or employee
acting on behalf of such union or group of unions, or by any organization representing or affiliated with any
such union or group of unions, or by any officer, director, executive, agent, or employee acting on behalf of
such organization.

III. By any person:

(a) If made anonymously or under a name not that of the donor.
(b) If made in the guise of a loan.
(c) If concealed in any other manner.
(d) In excess of the limits established in paragraph IV or V.
IV. By an individual or corporation in excess of the following amounts per election cycle:

Contributed to: Maximum amount of contributions:
Candidate or political committee of a candidate $15,000
Any other political committee or political party $30,000

V. By any candidate or political committee in excess of the following amounts:
Contributed to: Maximum amount of contributions:
Candidate or political committee of a candidate Unlimited
Any other political committee or political party Unlimited

VI. A partnership or labor organization may establish its own political committee, which may make
contributions to a measure, candidate, political committee, or political party, so long as the funds used by
the political committee are separate from the other partnership or labor organization funds.

10 Prohibited Coercion of Political Contributions. Amend RSA 664:4-a to read as follows:
664:4-a Prohibited Coercion of Political Contributions.

I. No person shall knowingly coerce, or attempt to coerce, any classified state employee to give or with-
hold a contribution to any political campaign or political committee, or to any candidate, party or cause, for
the purpose of promoting the success or defeat of any candidate, measure, or political party.

I1. No business organization, and no officer, director, executive, agent or employee acting in behalf of the
business organization, and no enterprise representing or affiliated with one or more business organizations,
and no officer, director, executive, agent or employee acting in behalf of such enterprise, shall knowingly co-
erce, or attempt to coerce, any employee of the business organization or of the enterprise, or any contractor
or subcontractor or any employee of the contractor or subcontractor doing business with the business orga-
nization, to make a contribution to any political campaign or political committee, or to any candidate, party
or cause, for the purpose of promoting the success or defeat of any candidate , measure, or political party:

(a) By means of the denial or deprivation, or the threat of the denial or deprivation, of any employ-
ment, position, or work in or for the business organization or enterprise.

(b) By means of the denial or deprivation, or threat of the denial or deprivation, of the loss of any
compensation, payment, or benefit from such employment, position, or work.

(c) By means of the discharge, promotion, degradation, or change in any manner in the official rank
or compensation of any employee, or by means of the promise or threat to do so, for giving or withholding a
contribution.
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11 Surplus Campaign Contributions and Deficits. Amend RSA 664:4-b to read as follows:

664:4-b Surplus Campaign Contributions and Deficits.

Surplus campaign contributions and deficits at the end of an election cycle shall be reported as the
opening balance in the next election cycle s first statement. Surplus contributions may be used [after
ageneral-or-speetal-eleetion] for fund raising activities and any other politically related activity sponsored by
the candidate, or for donations to charitable organizations. Such surplus campaign contributions, however,
shall not be used for personal purposes or other prohibited expenditures under RSA 664:5. All expendi-
tures shall be reported according to RSA 664:6 through RSA 664:9. Special election cycle surpluses
and deficits shall continue to be reported according to RSA 664:6 until a zero balance is reported.

12 Prohibited Political Expenditures. Amend RSA 664:5 to read as follows:

664:5 Prohibited Political Expenditures.

No expenditure or use of a contribution, tangible or intangible, shall be made for the purpose of promoting
the success or defeat of any political party, measure, or candidate:

I. By a political commlttee[—except—bhe—pohﬁcai—cormrﬁee—of—ajaﬂhhcal—party— except the political

committee of a polttlcal party, unless the p011t1cal committee meets the requlrements of RSA 664 3, I

HE| By any person candldate or pohtlcal commlttee for pohtlcal advertlslng 1n any format, includ-
ing but not limited to newspaper, periodical, or on a radio or television broadcast, or on a billboard, if at a
rate more or less than the applicable rates to be filed with the secretary of state.

HV;-V—+{Repealed1]

PH—] II1. By any forelgn nat10na1 as deﬁned in 52 U.S. C sectlon 30121(b) and 11 C F R sectlon 110 20(a)

13 Reportmg by Pohtlcal Commlttee RSA 664:6 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
664:6 Reporting by Political Committees.

I. Any political committee whose receipts or expenditures exceed $1,000 in an election cycle, shall file
with the secretary of state an itemized statement, in the form prescribed by the secretary of state, signed by
its chairman and treasurer. The $1,000 threshold shall not apply to political committees renewed under RSA
664:6, V; these political committees shall continue to file until a zero balance is reported. The statement shall
detail the full name and postal address of each contributor in alphabetical order, the amount of the contribu-
tion, the date it was received, and the aggregate total for each election cycle. For contributors who, in the
aggregate, donate $50 or less in an election cycle, their personal identifying information shall not be publicly
available in the secretary of state’s campaign finance system, and their personal identifying information shall
be exempt from disclosure under RSA 91-A. Any receipts from a contributor with aggregate receipts of $50
or under shall appear on the statements as unitemized receipts. Any receipt that exceeds a contributor’s ag-
gregate total of $200 for each election cycle shall be reported with the contributor’s occupation, the name of
the contributor’s employer, and the city or town of the contributor’s principal place of business, if any. The
statement shall also show each expenditure with the full name and postal address of the payee or promisee
of payment, the date paid or obligated, whichever occurred first, and the specific nature and amount of each
expenditure. Statements shall cover the period beginning the day after the last day covered in the prior
statement period up to and including the Sunday before the statement is due, except for the statement in
subparagraph I1(i) below which shall be inclusive through the Tuesday before the statement is due.

I1. Statements shall be filed not later than 5 PM according to the following schedule:

(a) First Wednesday in June after the state general election;

(b) First Wednesday in December one year after the state general election;
(c) Wednesday 12 weeks before primary election;

(d) Wednesday 3 weeks before primary election;

(e) Wednesday before primary election;

(f) Second Wednesday after the primary election;

(g) Wednesday 3 weeks before general election;

(h) Wednesday before general election;

(i) Fourth Wednesday after the general election.

[JE] IT1. Any political committee whose receipts or expenditures do not exceed $1,000 for an election
cycle need not file. However, when a committee’s accumulated receipts or expenditures for an election cycle
exceed $1,000, the political committee shall file a statement, inclusive of all receipts and expenditures for
the election cycle, at the next reporting deadline, and shall continue to file at each reporting deadline.

[HE] IV. Any political committee whose independent expenditures, in aggregate, exceed $1,000 shall file
an itemized statement with the secretary of state which shall be received by the secretary of state not later
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than 48 hours after such expenditures are made, and thereafter each time a further $1,000 is expended. Such
itemized statements shall cover the period during which independent expenditures totaling $1,000 were made.
Each statement shall include a certification by the chairman of the political committee that the independent
expenditure meets the definition in RSA 664:2, XI. Each statement shall contain the date of each indepen-
dent expenditure; the name and address of the person to whom the expenditure was made; the name of the
candidate on whose behalf or against whom each independent expenditure was made; the amount of each
expenditure; the purpose of each expenditure, and the aggregate amount of all previous independent expendi-
tures. If the independent expenditure is made in support of or in opposition to more than one candidate, the
statement made under this paragraph shall allocate the way in which the expenditure was made among the
candidates on a reasonable basis. For the purposes of this paragraph, “reasonable basis” means a statement
that reflects the benefit, or the burden reasonably expected to be derived or suffered by each candidate. The
filing requirements of this paragraph shall be in addition to all other filing requirements under this section,
and shall not be limited to the filing periods during which expenditures must otherwise be reported.

[F¥=] V. Any political committee not subject to a registration fee under RSA 664:3 which has any outstand-
ing debt, obligation, or surplus following the election cycle shall have its registration automatically renewed
for the next election cycle. All other registered political committees will be conditionally renewed pending
receipt by the secretary of state of the registration fee required under RSA 664:3. Political committees that
report a zero balance and notify the secretary of state that they are filing their final statement will expire.
Statements shall continue to be filed according to [RSA-664:6;1] this section until a zero balance is reported.

W] VI. Any national political party committee of a party as defined in RSA 652:11 may make contributions
or expenditures on behalf of state candidates without complying with the requirements of paragraphs I through
[FV] V, provided that the total contribution or expenditure made in behalf of a candidate or political committee
in this state whether directly or indirectly does not exceed the limit for personal contributions in RSA 664:4.

[VE] VII. The provisions of this section shall apply to a political committee for an individual candidate
who is seeking a federal office whose holder is chosen by the voters of this state only. Such a committee which
is required by federal law to file with the federal government reports relative to receipts and expenditures in
support of such one candidate may choose to voluntarily file with the secretary of state copies of reports made
to the federal government in accordance with the timetable established by federal laws for such reports.

[VHE] VIII. Any political committee that is exempt from taxation under sections 501(c)(4), 501(c)(5),
or 501(c)(6) of the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986 may disclose, but shall not be required to
disclose in its itemized statement of receipts, the identity of its donors. Any political committee affected by
this section who chooses not to disclose the identity of its donors shall place the following disclosure on all
communications to voters: “This organization has an exemption under the federal law and is not required,
and chooses not, to disclose its donors.”

14 Registering and Reporting by Candidates. Amend RSA 664:7 to read as follows:

664:7 Registering and Reporting by Candidates. Prior to filing any campaign finance statements,
each [Each] candidate at the primary or general election for governor, councilor, state senator, state rep-
resentative [togeneral-court], or county officer shall register with the secretary of state through the
secretary of state’s online campaign finance system. Additionally, any candidate, who has receipts
or expenditures exceeding $1,000 in an election cycle, shall file statements as required in RSA 664:9-a
through RSA 664:9-c before and after an election in like manner and detail as prescribed in RSA 664:6, I-VI

) B ) ) 5y 11U

el s-ieleetions-other-thanprimartes].
15 Reporting by Candidates for Speaker of the House of Representatives. Amend RSA 664:7-b to read as follows:
664:7-b Reporting by Candidates for Speaker of the House of Representatives.

I. Each candidate seeking election to the office of speaker of the house of representatives shall:

(a) Have filed all statements required under RSA 664 that are then due relating to the can-
didates most recent election for state representative.

(b) File statements before and after [such] the election for speaker of the house of representa-
tives in like manner and detail prescribed in RSA 664:6, [H;H=a;-and1H] I-III, except that the date of the
respective election, rather than the date of the primary or general election, shall determine the dates of such
statements; and

[l (c) Register as a political committee, pursuant to RSA 664:3, on the date that such [person]
individual becomes a candidate for speaker of the house of representatives, notwithstanding the definition
of the term “political committee” in RSA 664:2, III.

I1. In this section, and notwithstanding RSA 664:2, II, the term “candidate” means [a—person] an indi-
vidual who seeks nomination for election, or election, to the office of the speaker of the house of representa-
tives, and for purposes of this section, a person shall be deemed to seek nomination for election, or election
if such [person] individual:

(a) Has received gifts or contributions for such purposes; or
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(b) Has given [his-or-her]| consent to another person to receive gifts or contributions or make expenditures
on behalf of such person and if such other person has received such gifts or contributions for such purposes.

III. No candidate shall be entltled to the ofﬁce of speaker of the house of representatlves until the sworn
itemized statements, [req ed-by ; 0 ehalf] except for the final
statement required to be filed after the electlon, have been ﬁled as requlred by this section.

16 Prohibition. Amend RSA 664:9 to read as follows:

664:9 Prohibition. No candidate shall be entitled to the nomination or election until the sworn itemized
statements required to be filed by him or in his behalf have been filed as required by [RSA-664:6-and-664:7]
this chapter.

17 Itemized Statements Filed by Facsimile Transmission; Mandatory Use of Online Campaign Finance
System. RSA 646:9-a and RSA 664:9-b are repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

664:9-a Mandatory Use of Online Campaign Finance System. Except as set forth in subparagraph IV,
the online campaign finance system of the secretary of state for filing reports required under this chapter
shall be mandatory as of the dates set forth in this section.

I. As of November 27, 2024, candidates and political committees of candidates for the election of governor,
executive council, and state senate shall file all reports required under this chapter pursuant to the online
campaign finance system prescribed by the secretary of state.

II. As of November 25, 2026, candidates and political committees of candidates for the election of state
house of representatives, county commissioner, and all other offices shall file all reports required under this
chapter pursuant to the online campaign finance system prescribed by the secretary of state.

ITI. As of November 27, 2024, all political committees, other than political committees of candidates in
RSA 664:9-a II, shall file all reports required under this chapter pursuant to the online campaign finance
system prescribed by the secretary of state.

IV. Any political committee of a candidate or candidate may apply to the secretary of state on a form
under oath prescribed by the secretary of state asking for a waiver of the requirements of RSA 664:9-a stat-
ing the following:

(a) The candidate has less than $3,000 in receipts or expenditures; and
(b) The candidate does not possess a computer or the skills to file statements pursuant to the online
campaign finance system prescribed by the secretary of state.

V. The secretary of state shall have the discretion to waive the requirements of RSA 664:9-a I-III for the

election cycle during which the waiver is requested and shall notify the applicant in writing within 10 days
of receiving the waiver whether the request is granted. The requirements of RSA:9-c and RSA:9-d cannot be
waived and shall be followed if the waiver application is approved.
664:9-b Reports of Receipts and Expenditures Filed Electronically. Until the provisions of RSA 664:9-a take
effect, a political committee of a candidate or a candidate may file the reports required under this chapter using
the online campaign finance system of the secretary of state at any time during an election cycle. Statements
filed via the online campaign finance system shall be publicly available on the secretary of state’s website.

18 New Sections; Legibility Required. Amend RSA 664 by inserting after section 9-b the following new sections:

664:9-c Reports of Receipts and Expenditures Filed by Other Methods. Until the provisions of RSA 664:9-a
take effect, a political committee of a candidate or a candidate may file the reports required under this chapter
as an email attachment sent to elections@sos.nh.gov or a paper copy, provided that:

I. The font size of the document as printed is not less than an 8-point font.

IT. Email attachments are to be in portable document format archive (PDFA), or other acceptable format
as determined by the secretary of state.

ITI. The report is mailed electronically or otherwise delivered to the secretary of state on or before the
date and time that the report is due.

IV. Reports filed after June 24, 2026 shall be in a format that meets the web content accessibility guide-
lines of the rules and regulations issued by the United States Department of Justice under Article II of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. section 126.

664:9-d Reports; Legibility Required. A political committee of a candidate or a candidate who files a report
pursuant to RSA 664:9-c shall be responsible for ensuring the report is legible. The political committee of a
candidate or a candidate shall file an amended copy of such candidate’s report within one week after being
notified by the secretary of state or attorney general’s office that such report is non-compliant. Non-compliant
reports shall not be accepted by the secretary of state as filed and shall not be published to the online cam-
paign finance system, pursuant to 664:11, until a legible amendment is received.

19 Public Inspection, Treasurers. Amend RSA 664:11-13 to read as follows:

664:11 Public Inspection. All statements[;-assents;] and registrations filed by [state-committees;] candi-
dates[;] and political committees shall be open to public inspection. [The] Such statements and registrations

shall be publtshed on the webStte of the secretary of state[—sha—li—pﬂ-bhsh—Oﬂ—the—}nternet—rnﬁarma-troﬂ—Oﬂ
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664:12 [Fisecal-Agent] Treasurer.

As part of the declaration of candidacies filed by candidates for governor, councilor, state senator, state
representative, and county officer [and-other-primary-candidactes], every such candldate shall designate
some [person]| individual, who may be the candidate [himself], as [his-finaneial-agent] the treasurer for
the purpose of the primary and general election campaign. If [his] candidacy for such office is established by
a primary petition or nomination petitions, there shall be filed together with such petitions the name of the
[fiseal-agent]| treasurer for such candidate. A candidate who is nominated by write-in vote at the primary
shall, prior to making any campaign expenditures, file with the secretary of state the name of [hisfiseal
agent] the treasurer. [Arl-}] The treasurer shall approve all sums expended or contracted for payment in

alt-disbursements-in of his-ecandidate-subsequent-to-his-designation-asfisecal-ag electzoncycleand
join Wlth the candldate in maklng and ﬁhng the statements requlred by th1s chapter

664:13 Committee Treasurer.

If [apotitical-committee-hasno-treasurer;or-if] the treasurer fails to make a report, it shall be the duty of
each member of said committee who received or pays out any money on behalf of said committee to make such
a report or to cause the same to be made. No member of such committee shall make or permit any unlawful
expenditure or act by said committee, in whole or in part, or consent thereto, or aid, abet or conspire to make
or permit the same.

20 Signature, Identification, and Lack of Authorization. RSA 664:14 is repealed and reenacted to read as
follows:

664:14 Signature, Identification and Lack of Authorization.

I. All political advertising shall comply with this section.

I1. All political advertising shall be signed at the beginning or the end. The signature shall state, “Paid
for by (name of the candidate or political committee), (address of the candidate or political committee), (name
of the treasurer) treasurer or (name of chairman) chairman”. Political advertising in the form of signs or
placards may contain an Internet address in lieu of the signature requirements of this section, if the Internet
address is printed or written in a size of type or lettering large enough to be clearly legible and the website
immediately and prominently displays all of the information required by this section through the election
cycle. In the case of political advertising or communication made on behalf of a political committee registered
with the secretary of state pursuant to RSA 664:3, the name and address on the advertisement shall match
the name and address registered with the secretary of state.

ITI. Political advertising to promote the success or defeat of a measure by a business organization, labor
union, or other enterprise or organization shall be signed. The name of the enterprise or organization shall be
indicated, and the chairman or treasurer of the enterprise or organization shall sign his or her name and the
address of the signer. Nothing in this section shall be construed to permit contributions which are prohibited
under RSA 664:4.

IV. For the purposes of this section, political advertising shall include any communication, including, but
not limited to, yard signs, leaflets, and mailed or e-mailed messages, which expressly advocate the success
or defeat of a warrant article to be voted on at a town, school district, or village district election. Nothing in
this section shall be construed to apply to communications at a town, school, or village district meeting, at
which communications shall be governed by the moderator.

V. Nothing in this section shall be construed to apply to a lone individual who independently authors,
produces, and distributes political advertising.

VI.(a) In the case of printed or written communications, including material distributed by email, social
media, or through other digital formats, the signature and address of the signer shall be printed or written
in a size of type or lettering large enough to be clearly legible.

(b) All political advertising via video or oral media shall identify the name of the candidate or political
committee paying for the political advertisement. Such identification shall be made both aurally and visually
whenever possible in the format of the political advertisement. The visual presentation shall be clearly legible
and shall use letters equal to or greater than 12 percent of the vertical picture height and shall air for not
less than 4 seconds at the conclusion of the broadcast.

VII. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, buttons or any printed or written political
advertising which is attached to or displayed on any clothing or motor vehicle need not be signed.

VIII. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, any political advertisement in support of or
in opposition to a candidate by a candidate or political committee shall comply with this paragraph. If the
political advertisement is not authorized by the candidate or political committee of the candidate, the political
advertisement shall so state and shall identify the sponsor of the political advertisement. All such political ad-
vertising shall include the statement: “This advertisement has been paid for by (name of sponsor) and has not
been authorized by any candidate.” Such statement shall be made both aurally and visually if disseminated via
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video media, including but not limited to television, social media, YouTube, or cable. The visual presentation on
television shall be clearly legible and shall use letters equal to or greater than 12 percent of the vertical picture
height and shall be broadcast for not less than 4 seconds at the conclusion of the advertisement.

IX. Any advertising that is not a political advertisement because it does not advocate the success or de-
feat of a party, measure, or candidate, but which mentions or depicts a candidate shall include the statement:
“This advertisement has been paid for by (name of sponsor) and has not been authorized by any candidate.”

X. Physical political advertisements purchased prior to January 1, 2025 may use the term fiscal agent
in place of treasurer as required in this chapter.

21 Prerecorded Political Messages. RSA 644:14-a, I-11 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

I. In this section, “prerecorded political message” means a prerecorded audio message delivered by a
candidate, political committee, or any person when the content of the message expressly advocates or is the
functional equivalent of express advocacy, candidate, promoting the success or defeat of any political party,
candidate, or measure at any election, or contains information about any candidate, measure, or party.

IT. No person shall deliver or knowingly cause to be delivered a prerecorded political message unless the mes-
sage contains, or a live operator provides, within the first 30 seconds of the message, the following information:

(a) The name of the candidate, measure, or of any organization or organizations the person is calling
on behalf of.

(b) The name of the person or organization paying for the delivery of the message and the name of
the treasurer, if applicable.

22 Approval of Candidate or Treasurer. Amend RSA 664:15 to read as follows:

664:15 Approval of Candidate or [Fiseal-Agent] Treasurer.

A person or business organization publishing a newspaper or periodical or selling billboard space or operat-
ing a radio or television station or public address system shall not publish, print, or broadcast any political
advertising by or on behalf of a candidate in an election unless the same shall be signed by or authorized in
writing by the candidate or [his-fiscal-agent] treasurer.

23 Complaints. Amend RSA 664:18, II to read as follows:

II. Following an investigation under RSA 554:18, I, the attorney general determines that a provision
of this chapter has been violated, the attorney general is empowered[;ifhe-determines-that-aprovisien
ef—trh-ls—eha-pter—has—beeﬁ—v-iﬁ}a-bed—] to:

(a) Issue an order requiring the violator to cease and desist from [his-or-her] the violation. If the at-
torney general’s order is not obeyed, the attorney general or designee may petition the superior court of the
county in which the violation occurred for an order of enforcement.

(b) Prosecute to final judgment through [his] a designee if sufficient cause for such prosecution is found.

24 Subpoena Power. Amend RSA 664:20 to read as follows:

664:20 Subpoena Power.

In the exercise of [his] the powers and duties of the attorney general under this chapter, the attorney
general is authorized to require the appearance of individuals and to secure testimony and evidence by use
of a subpoena duces tecum.

25 Penalty; Cross Reference Removed. Amend RSA 664:21, IX to read as follows:

IX. Any individual, political committee, or organization responsible for reporting under RSA 664:6[;
664:6-a;] and 664:7 that files a report with illegible material content shall receive a written warning for a
first offense and shall be charged a civil penalty of $1,000 per offense for any subsequent offenses.

26 Repeal. The following are repealed:

I. RSA 664:3-a, relative to registration of political advocacy organizations.

I1. RSA 664:6-a, relative to reporting by political advocacy organizations.

III. RSA 664:10, relative to social activities.

27 Effective Date.

I. Sections 18-19 and 27 of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

II. The remainder of this act shall take effect November 27, 2024.

Amendment to SB 542
(2024-1782h)
Proposed by the Committee on Fish and Game and Marine Resources-c
Amend section 3 of the bill by deleting paragraph V and renumbering the original paragraph VI to read as
paragraph V.

Amendment to SB 544-FN
(2024-1819h)
Proposed by the Committee on Fish and Game and Marine Resources—c
Amend the bill by inserting after section 2 the following and renumbering the original sections 3-4 to read
as 4-5, respectively:
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3 Transportation of Deer; Transportation by Nonresidents. Amend RSA 208:13 to read as follows:

208:13 Transportation by Nonresidents.

The holder of a nonresident hunting license may transport within the state or from a point within the state
to a point outside the state, a deer legally taken by the nonresident, when accompanied by such nonresident
and to which the deer tag has been attached as provided in RSA 208:16 and also [te] for which the nonresi-
dent has received a registration [seal-has-been-attached] confirmation number. If the deer or carcass
is placed in the custody of a licensed common carrier, it shall, in addition to the attached deer tag and the
registration [seal] confirmation number, have attached another tag plainly marked with the name of the
consignor, the name of the consignee, the point of shipment, and the destination. The agent of the common
carrier shall see that the deer tag attached to the deer or carcass bears the same number as written on the
license by the issuing license agent.

Amend RSA 208:15-b as inserted by section 4 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

208:15-b Registration and Fees.

The registration agent shall register each deer legally presented for registration and shall [attach] provide
a registration [sealto] confirmation number for each deer in the manner prescribed by the executive direc-
tor. The executive director shall adopt rules pursuant to RSA 541-A relative to registration agent fees.

Amendment to SB 547
(2024-1772h)
Proposed by the Committee on Resources, Recreation and Development-c

Amend RSA 227-M:2, IV as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

IV. “Easement interests” means conservation, historic preservation, [or] scenic and other types of ease-
ments, development rights, or any other similar protective interest in real property that is held in perpetuity,
or [atermeasement] that is held for a specific period of time and not in perpetuity as part of a farm viability
program. All easement interests shall be consistent with RSA 477:45.

Amendment to SB 553-FN
(2024-1910h)
Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Finance-r

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT requiring the investment advisor for the public deposit investment pool to maintain funds in a
particular manner.

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
1 Public Deposit Investment Pool. Amend RSA 6:45, II to read as follows:

II. The public deposit investment pool shall be operated under contract with a private investment advisor,
approved by the state treasurer and advisory committee. The state treasurer and advisory committee shall
choose an investment advisor by requesting proposals from advisors and reviewing such proposals based on
criteria [adopted-by ruleunder RSA-6:46] established by the state treasurer.

Amend the bill by inserting after section 1 the following and renumbering the original sections 2-3 to read
as 3-4, respectively:

2 New Paragraphs; Investment Advisor Obligations. Amend RSA 6:45 by inserting after paragraph II the
following new paragraphs:

II-a. The investment advisor selected by the state treasurer and advisory committee shall strive to
maintain no less than 30 percent of the funds held by the public deposit investment pool in insured or col-
lateralized deposits that meet the requirements of RSA 6:8,I and 6:8,1-a.

II-b. The investment advisor selected by the state treasurer and advisory committee shall achieve and
maintain the highest attainable rating for stable value local government investment pools. The credit rating
is an indication of the ability to preserve principal as determined by a nationally recognized statistical ratings
organization.

Amend the bill by replacing section 4 with the following:
4 Repeal. RSA 6:45, II-a and II-b, relative to investment advisor obligations, is repealed.
5 Effective Date.
I. Section 4 of this act shall take effect December 30, 2030.
I1. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

2024-1910h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill encourages the investment advisor for the public deposit investment pool maintain no less than
30 percent of the funds held by the public deposit investment pool in insured or collateralized deposits and
requires them to achieve and maintain the highest attainable rating for stable value local government invest-
ment pools.
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Amendment to SB 555-FN
(2024-1794h)
Proposed by the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Affairs—c

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Repeal. 2020, 15:2, relative to the prospective repeal of RSA 415-A:7, is repealed.
2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect June 30, 2024.

2024-1794h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill removes the prospective repeal of RSA 415-A:7, relative to insurer cost sharing of pharmaceutical
rebates.

Amendment to SB 556-FN
(2024-1785h)
Proposed by the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Affairs—c

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT prohibiting health carriers from establishing payment or reimbursement provisions based solely
on a participating advanced practice registered nurse’s licensure.

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
1 New Subparagraph; Managed Care Law; Provider Contract Standards. Amend RSA 420-J:8, VIII by
inserting after subparagraph (e) the following new subparagraph:
(f) A health carrier shall not establish payment or reimbursement provisions based solely on a par-
ticipating advanced practice registered nurse’s licensure.

2024-1785h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill prohibits health carriers from establishing payment or reimbursement provisions based solely on
a participating advanced practice registered nurse’s licensure.

Amendment to SB 559-FN
(2024-1831h)
Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs-r

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 New Hampshire Vaccine Association; Definitions; Definition of Biological Product Added. Amend RSA
126-Q:1, III - X to read as follows:

ITI. “Assessable lives” means all children under 19 years of age residing in the state who have assess-
able coverage written or administered by an assessable entity, with the exception of children whose vaccines
and respiratory syncytial virus biological product are paid for under the federal Vaccines for Children
program, established under 42 U.S.C. section 1396s.

IV. “Assessment” means the assessable entity’s liability with respect to childhood vaccines and the re-
spiratory syncytial virus biological product determined in accordance with this chapter. For purposes of
rate setting and medical loss ratio calculations, all association assessments are considered pharmaceutical or
medical benefit costs and not regulatory costs. In the event of any insolvency or similar proceeding affecting
any payer, assessments shall be included in the highest priority of obligations to be paid by or on behalf of
such payer.

V. “Association” means the New Hampshire vaccine association.

VI. “Board” means the board of directors of the New Hampshire vaccine association.

VII. “Commissioner” means the commissioner of the department of health and human services.

VIII. “Estimated vaccine cost” means the estimated cost to the state over the course of a state fiscal year
of the purchase, distribution, and administration of vaccines and the respiratory syncytial virus biologi-
cal product purchased at the federal discount rate by the department of health and human services.

IX. “Provider” means a person licensed by this state to provide health care services to persons or a part-
nership or corporation made up of those persons.

IX-a. “Respiratory syncytial virus biological product” means a respiratory syncytial virus bio-
logical product that has been approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration and recom-
mended by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices of the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention to be added to the Vaccines for Children program and has been authorized by the
commissioner of the department of health and human services for administration to children of
the state of New Hampshire under the age of 19 years for the purposes of protecting against the
respiratory syncytial virus.
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X. “Total non-federal program cost” means the estimated vaccine and the respiratory syncytial virus
biological product cost less the amount of federal revenue available to the state for the purchase, distribu-
tion, and administration of vaccines and respiratory syncytial virus biological product.

2 New Hampshire Vaccine Association; Assessment Determination. Amend RSA 126-Q:4, II(c) to read as
follows:

(c) Add a reserve of up to 10 percent of the anticipated cost under subparagraph (a) for unanticipated
costs associated with providing vaccines and the respiratory syncytial virus biological product to chil-
dren covered; and

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

2024-1831h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill defines respiratory syncytial virus biological product for purposes of assessment by the New
Hampshire vaccine association.

Amendment to SB 585-FN
(2024-1796h)
Proposed by the Committee on Ways and Means-c

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

1 Meals and Rooms Tax; Taxes as Property Lien. Amend RSA 78-A:21 to read as follows:

78-A:21 Taxes as Property Lien. If any operator required to collect and transmit a tax under this chapter
neglects or refuses to pay the tax after demand, the amount, together with all penalties and interest provided
for in this chapter and together with any costs that may accrue in addition to the tax becomes a lien in favor
of the state upon all property and rights to property whether real or personal belonging to the operator. The
lien arises at the time demand is made by the commissioner and continues until the liability for the sum, with
interest and costs, is satisfied or becomes unenforceable. Certificates of release of such lien shall be given by
the commissioner on the satlsfactlon of the hen For the purposes of thls sectlon [epera-ter ‘operator” [in

mpany 1nc1udes [mem-bers—a—nf}] any [ether] person
Ta-managerial-eap he-limited-tiab company:] who has actual or constructive managerial or
custodlal responszblllty for the collectwn and transmission of a tax subject to demand under this
chapter. A mere ownership interest shall not be considered a sufficient nexus in the managerial or
custodial relationship over the collected tax to cause a person to be deemed an operator under this
section. The department of revenue administration shall have rule-making authority to develop
criteria for a determination of who in fact possesses such managerial or custodial responsibility.
No lien against real property under this section shall be effective until it is recorded at the registry of deeds
for the county in which the real property lies.

2024-1796h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill provides that, for purposes of a property tax lien filed against an operator for unpaid meals and
rooms taxes, the operator of a limited liability company includes any person who has actual or constructive
managerial or custodial responsibility for the collection and transmission of taxes.

Amendment to SB 591-FN-A
(2024-1911h)
Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Finance-r

Amend RSA 21 M 11 -, XIV XVII as 1nserted by section 1 of the b111 by replacmg it w1th the followmg

admlnzstratwn of the fund and any costs of the attorney general which are outszde of the ordinary
operational expenses of the department of justice shall be paid from the fund.
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XV. The administrator may approve all fees and costs of attorneys who represent claimants
in proceedings before the administrator. The administrator shall not approve any request of an
attorney for fees or costs which are not reasonable. The administrator shall not approve an attor-
ney’s fee in excess of 33.33 percent of the amount of the award. All costs and attorney’s fees paid to
a claimant’s attorney shall be paid from the amount awarded to the claimant.

XVI. The administrator, in consultation with the attorney general, shall quarterly submit a
report to the speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the joint fiscal
committee and the governor providing information as to the number and nature of claims made
and settled, the amounts requested and paid in settlement to date, the claim amounts pending, an
estimate of the likely amounts which will be approved and paid, the administrative costs which
have been paid, and an estimate of future administrative costs to be paid. The report shall be
structured to protect the privacy and anonymity of the claimants. The attorney general shall also
post the report on the department of justice’s public website.

Amendment to SB 595-FN
(2024-1950h)
Proposed by the Committee on Science, Technology and Energy-c

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 New Paragraph; General Regulations; Pole Attachment Formula. Amend RSA 374:34-a by inserting after
paragraph VIII the following new paragraph:

IX.(a) The department shall investigate the use of a pole attachment rate formula to be used by the

Commission when resolving disputes consistent with paragraph VII, rather than a multi-part test.

(1) If the department determines through this investigation that the use of a formula would fully
compensate pole owners for their portion of costs of owning, maintaining, and operating poles arising from
pole attachments; not discriminate among or against any one attaching entity, including the pole owner; be
transparent to all parties; and result in just and reasonable rates, the department shall develop and finalize
such formula meeting these criteria no later than January 1, 2026. The costs of the proceeding may be as-
sessed to parties pursuant to RSA 365:37, II. In conducting the required investigation, the department shall
consider the interests of the parties as required in paragraph IV. Within 30 days following the close of the
department’s proceeding, the commission shall conduct a formal rulemaking to incorporate the formula that
gives consideration to the report delivered by the department.

(2) At the conclusion of the investigation, the department shall issue a report of its findings to the
house science, technology and energy committee, and the senate energy and natural resources committee.

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, rule, or order to the contrary, the department shall have the
authority necessary to conduct this investigation and implement this subdivision, including but not limited
to the authority to require public utilities to maintain the records necessary to track substantial assets and
investment in an accurate auditable manner that enables accurate calculation of pole attachment rates in
accordance with any formula adopted; the authority to require public utilities to report such property infor-
mation to the department; and, the authority to ensure that attaching entities have timely access to ARMIS,
FERC Form 1, or any similar publicly available property information reported to the department pursuant
to this section.

(c) Notwithstanding the foregoing, an electric distribution utility that sets pole attachment rates
pursuant to a settlement approved by the commission on or before July 1, 2024 shall continue to do so until
the next commission approved change of its base distribution rates after the commission concludes the inves-
tigation and any subsequent rulemaking pursuant to this subdivision.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.

2024-1950h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill:

I. Requires the department to investigate the use of a pole attachment rate formula and to develop and
finalize such a formula if it meets certain criteria.

II. Requires the public utilities commission to maintain and report property information and to ensure
attaching entities have access to them.

Amendment to SB 596-FN
(2024-1933h)
Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Finance -r

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT establishing a committee to study the definition of disability or special needs under the child
care scholarship program.
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Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Committee Established. There is established a committee to study the definition of disability or special
needs under the child care scholarship program.

2 Membership and Compensation.

I. The members of the committee shall be as follows:
(a) Three members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives.
(b) Two members of the senate, one from the majority and one from the minority, appointed by the
president of the senate.
II. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to the duties
of the committee.
3 Duties. The committee shall:
I. Study the definition of disability or special needs under the child care scholarship program.
I1. Study the standardized and/or approved early childhood developmental screening tools necessary to
determine eligibility.
III. Study the verification process for the results of the screening tools used to determine eligibility.
IV. Determine the size of the population served by the program, identify how incremental changes to the
program, including changes to the definition of disability or special needs, may affect its scope, and project
associated costs and state and federal funding sources.
V. Study any other issues identified through legislative hearings on SB 596 (2024), including but not
necessarily limited to:
(a) Minimal performance standards and metrics to be achieved in exchange for receipt of additional
funds made available by this program.
(b) Issues associated with integrating this program with Medicaid or public-school service transitions.
VI. The committee may solicit information from any person or entity the committee deems relevant to
its study, including, but not limited to:
(a) The commissioner of the department of health and human services, or designee.
(b) The commissioner of the department of education, or designee.
(c) A child care provider as appointed by the child care advisory council.
(d) A representative of a community mental health center that works with young children.
(e) A representative from an early supports and services program, as appointed by Community Sup-
port Network Inc.
(f) A representative from a public school preschool program.
(g) A representative from head start.
VII. Propose any legislation the committee deems appropriate as a result of its study.

4 Chairperson; Quorum. The members of the study committee shall elect a chairperson from among the
members. The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the first-named house member. The first
meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section. Three members of
the committee shall constitute a quorum.

5 Report. The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the
speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the
governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2024.

6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

2024-1933h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill establishes a committee to study the definition of disability or special needs under the child care
scholarship program.

Amendment to SB 600
(2024-1737h)
Proposed by the Committee on Executive Departments and Administration-c
Amend RSA 318:3, II as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

II. The pharmacy technician member of the board shall have been licensed or certified as a
pharmacy technician for at least 10 years, and at the time of his or her appointment, shall have
practiced as a pharmacy technician in this state for at least 5 years.

Amend the bill by replacing section 4 with the following:
4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2025.
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Floor Amendment to SB 604-FN-A
(2024-1930h)
Proposed by Rep. McGuire
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT providing a death benefit for a New Hampshire hospital security officer killed in the line of duty
and establishing a death benefit for state security officers killed in the line of duty.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 2 with the following:
3 New Subparagraph; Death Benefit for Employees Killed in the Line of Duty; Police Officer; State Security
Officers Added. Amend RSA 21-1:29-a, I(g) by inserting after subparagraph (5) the following new subparagraph:
(6) Security officers employed by the state of New Hampshire.
4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect June 30, 2024.

2024-1930h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill provides a death benefit for the family of a New Hampshire hospital security officer killed in the
line of duty. The bill also includes security guards employed by the state of New Hampshire in the definition
of police officer for purposes of the benefit provided to employees killed in the line of duty.



