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HOUSE CALENDAR

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE:

The House and Senate will assemble in Joint Convention on February 15th at 1 p.m. to hear Governor Su-
nunu’s State of the State Address. The House will act on legislation following the address. Please also hold
your calendar for a session day on Thursday, February 22nd, which is the deadline to act on House Bills
going to a second committee.

As we forge ahead through the busiest, most intensive time of our legislative calendar, I ask you to be mindful
of how you treat and interact with each other and citizens who appear before the legislature. We are guided
by language in our state constitution (Part II, Article 22), which demands of us an environment free from
threats, disrespect, ill-treatment, and disorder. Furthermore, we can look to our own ethics guidelines, which
state, “Legislators shall treat each other, legislative employees, and the public with dignity and respect.”

Disagreement in political matters is inevitable. But we all have the responsibility to be professional, respect-
ful, and lead by example. As public office holders, we have a duty to hold ourselves to a higher standard and
put civility first. Our fellow legislators and our constituents have the right to be heard, and we owe them
the respect and dignity of listening. Everyone has a right to present an opposing viewpoint. No legislator or
member of the public should feel intimidated or fear hostility over testimony they give before a committee.
No legislator should feel intimidated or fear hostility over remarks they may deliver before the House or a
vote they may take in committee or in session.

Your safety and security are a high priority in and around the State House Complex. To report a security
concern, please visit the nearest Protective Services post, or call 603-271-2200. If there is an emergency
situation, dial 9-1-1 first.

As a reminder, State Offices will be closed on Monday, February 19th in observance of Presidents Day. We
will not have a session day during the week of February 26, 2024, when most schools are on vacation.

Pursuant to House Rule 44(d), if any House business is canceled due to inclement weather, notice will be
posted on the General Court website at gencourt.state.nh.us. In addition, email notification will go out to
affected committees and staff.

Members should not occupy another’s assigned parking space around the State House or LOB. Assigned
spaces around the State House and LOB are assigned to members with medical or other needs. Continued
violations related to parking will not be taken lightly. Members additionally have no rights to park at no
charge in spaces that the General Court does not control. Members who receive parking tickets from the city
of Concord are responsible for paying those fines.

Sherman A. Packard, Speaker of the House

NOTICE

The February 13" meeting of the chairs and vice chairs is cancelled. The next meeting of the chairs and vice
chairs will be announced in an upcoming calendar.
Sherman A. Packard, Speaker of the House

NOTICE

There will be a Republican Caucus on Thursday, February 15th at 12:00 p.m. in Representatives Hall.
Rep. Jason Osborne, Majority Leader
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NOTICE

There will be a Democratic Caucus on Thursday, February 15th at 12:00 p.m. in the State House Cafeteria.
Rep. Matt Wilhelm, Democratic Leader

NOTICE OF RECONSIDERATION

On February 8, 2024 at 3:42 p.m., Representative Ross Berry, having voted with the prevailing side, served
notice of reconsideration on the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate on HB 1396, relative to prohibit-
ing municipal inspections of owner-occupied units of multi-unit housing, which the House passed
on a roll call vote of 195-182.

Paul C. Smith

Clerk of the House

NOTICE

ALL reports, scheduling and notices are due in the House Clerk’s Office by 3:00 p.m. on WEDNESDAYS.
Reports and scheduling shall be turned in to House Committee Services for processing no later than 1:00 p.m.
on Wednesday. Please be sure to complete that work in a timely fashion to meet the Calendar deadline.
CLOSES AT 3:00 p.m. ON: AVAILABLE ON:

Wednesday, February 14, 2024 Friday, February 16, 2024

Wednesday, February 21, 2024 Friday, February 23, 2024

Wednesday, February 28, 2024 Friday, March 1, 2024

Paul C. Smith, Clerk of the House

2024 HOUSE DEADLINES

Second Year Session Deadlines

Thursday, February 15, 2024
Thursday, February 22, 2024
Thursday, March 21, 2024
Thursday, March 28, 2024
Thursday, April 4, 2024
Thursday, April 11, 2024
Thursday, April 25, 2024
Thursday, May 2, 2024
Thursday, May 16, 2024
Thursday, May 23, 2024
Thursday, May 30, 2024
Thursday, June 6, 2024
Thursday, June 13, 2024
Tuesday, September 3, 2024

Friday, September 13, 2024

Friday, October 25, 2024
Wednesday, November 6, 2024

Friday, November 22, 2024

Thursday, January 2, 2025
Friday, January 24, 2025

Last day to report House Bills going to a second committee
Last day to act on House Bills going to a second committee
Last day to report House Bills not in a second committee
Last day to act on House Bills not in a second committee
Last day to report all House Bills

CROSSOVER - Last day to act on all House Bills

Last day to report Senate Bills going to a second committee
Last day to act on Senate Bills going to a second committee
Last day to report all Senate Bills

Last day to act on all Senate Bills

Last day to form committees of conference

Last day to sign committee of conference reports (4:00 p.m.)
Last day to act on committee of conference reports

First day for incumbents running for re-election to file LSRs
with complete information

Last day prior to the General Election for incumbents running
for re-election to file LSRs with complete information

Last day to file 2024 Interim Study reports

First day for all Representatives to file LSRs with complete
information

Last day to file LSRs with complete information (4:00 p.m.)
Ten-day signoff begins

Last day to sign-off on all LSRs (12:00 p.m.)

Last day to introduce House Bills

Last day to amend House Rules by majority vote

Please note that all streaming videos of standing committee meetings and
joint committees can be found at the NH House of Representatives
YouTube channel. The link to the YouTube channel:

www.youtube.com/c/NHHouseofRepresentativesCommitteeStreaming

NOTICE
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BILLS LAID ON TABLE

HB 147, relative to membership of the advisory committee on the education of students with disabilities.
Pending question: No pending question.

HB 232-FN, adopting section 1910 OSHA standards for public sector employees in New Hampshire. Pending
question: Amendment (2429h).

HB 267, relative to criminal records checks in school employment. Pending question: Refer for Interim Study.
HB 301, relative to recusal by members of the general court for conflicts of interest. Pending question: Amend-
ment (2326h).

HB 369, establishing a task force to provide energy relief on farms. Pending question: No pending question.
HB 375-FN, relative to the licensure of nonresident aliens temporarily residing in New Hampshire. Pending
question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

HB 437-FN, relative to a reading assessment and intervention program. Pending question: Refer for Interim
Study.

HB 439-FN, relative to the duty to provide an education and contracts with private schools. Pending ques-
tion: No pending question.

HB 499-FN, requiring the rules of evidence to apply in family court cases and relative to the admission of
certain evidence in family court proceedings. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.

HB 505-FN, relative to comprehensive mental health education in schools. Pending question: No pending
question.

HB 546-FN-L, relative to the school building aid program. Pending question: No pending question.

HB 553, relative to school district information on personnel salaries. Pending question: No pending question.
HB 570, relative to Real ID compliant New Hampshire driver’s licenses. Pending question: Inexpedient to
Legislate.

HB 577-FN-L, relative to state aid for special education pupils. Pending question: No pending question.
HB 651, authorizing the department of education and local school districts to contract with transportation
network companies to provide school transportation services. Pending question: Inexpedient to Legislate.
SB 218-FN-A, establishing an early educator professional development grant. Pending question: No pending
question.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15
CONSENT CALENDAR

EDUCATION

HB 1216, relative to cross-district bullying and cyberbullying. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Mel Myler for Education. This bill provides that bullying or cyber-bullying may occur across school
districts and identifies which district will be responsible for the investigation of such claims. The committee
agrees that the issue of bullying of any kind has a negative impact on the student, family, and school com-
munity. Bullying and cyber-bullying needs to be addressed and the bullying perpetrator be held accountable
for the harm invoked on a student. With a desire to resolve a bullying incident, however, came several process
questions for the committee: since a school district has little investigative resources, how might a detailed
investigation take place; if a student from another school district bullies a student, how do you get that “bully
school district” administration to respond appropriately; if a student from another state is the bully, what
authority does a school district have to demand an investigation; what role should the local police authorities
play in the investigation? These and other questions moved the committee to recommend Interim Study to
have more time to fully review answers to these and other questions. Vote 20-0.

HB 1397, relative to information on student placement based on achievement of course competencies. IN-
EXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Corinne Cascadden for Education. School districts have policies for meeting the instructional needs of
each individual student. Vote 19-1.

HB 1402-FN, establishing a procedure for a high school proficiency exam waiver of mandatory school atten-
dance. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Valerie McDonnell for Education. This bill waives mandatory school attendance for students who have
demonstrated high school proficiency by manner of exam. The committee is concerned about the bill listing
neither a minimum age, nor a parental consent requirement. In addition, the committee believes clarification
on the procedure is needed. More specifically, the process of enrolling in courses after mandatory attendance
is waived. Also, options already exist for gifted students, such as dual and concurrent enrollment. For the
aforementioned reasons, the committee would like to investigate the bill further. Vote 20-0.
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HB 1516-FN, relative to enrollment in public schools by children of school district employees. REFER FOR
INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Rick Ladd for Education. This bill would allow school district employees to enroll their children in the
district they are employed, provided that there is adequate staff and classroom space. While discussing this
issue, the committee recognized the intent and possible benefits of the bill; however, a number of questions
requiring further information arose: 1) Is this issue better handled by local school boards and in accordance
with the established teacher negotiation contract process? 2) If teachers receive this privilege, should other
non-teaching community members be afforded the same opportunity, as a matter of public optics? 3) If passed,
would a receiving district be required to make special accommodations for instruction or required individual-
ized education program (IEP) equipment needs for the employee’s child? 4) If an employee’s child was rejected
admittance, would the employee have cause for appeal and resolution through the court system? Although the
committee recognized that this bill could possibly help with the critical teacher shortage regarding trained
personnel in science, math, and special education, the committee believes that further work is needed, and
recommends Interim Study. Vote 20-0.

HB 1655, relative to establishing an educator certification fund for fees paid to the department of education.
OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Glenn Cordelli for Education. There is an existing fund for fees paid for the administration of proficiency
exams, competency evaluations, and educator credentials. This bill adds fees for processing of criminal his-
tory record checks. It also makes the fund non-lapsing and continually appropriated to the Department of
Education. Vote 19-0.

HB 1678-FN, establishing a New Hampshire farm to school local food incentive pilot program. OUGHT TO
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Mike Belcher for Education. This bill establishes the New Hampshire Farm to School Pilot Program. The
program establishes a fund of $120,500 each year for two years for reimbursement to schools on a competitive
basis for the purchase of local, New Hampshire produced foods, overseen by a committee including a farm
representative and child nutrition expert. This program will encourage local farms to produce healthful foods
for consumption in New Hampshire schools entirely within state authority, with no ties to federal programs,
and as such no federal requirements are attached. This program is designed to both facilitate more nutritious
and desirable foods for New Hampshire students and improve local food security within the state. Vote 17-3.

ELECTION LAW

HB 1446-FN-LOCAL, relative to eliminating the cost for electronic copies of the checklist. INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Ross Berry for Election Law. This bill alters the purchasing of electronic copies of the checklist. The
committee has interest in working on this issue but has another legislative vehicle it will be acting on that
does not have the time constraints of this bill. Vote 18-0.

HB 1699-FN, allowing caucus identification on ballots. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Ross Berry for Election Law. This bill would add a caucus name to the ballot next to a candidate. There
was no mechanism for determining the legitimacy of the caucus or if the candidate was an accepted member.
There were also concerns about increasing the length of the ballot. Vote 18-0.

HB 1704-FN, relative to the reconciliation of ballots act. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Ross Berry for Election Law. This bill was viewed as an omnibus bill encompassing various parts of
election law regarding the counting of ballots and penalties for violation of the law. While there is interest
in addressing these pressing concerns, the committee did not find it prudent to do these things in one bill. It
also would have dramatically increased the number of polling locations in the state, creating a new financial
burden on the state and the municipalities Vote 19-0.

HB 1705-FN, relative to classifying ballots as public information. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Ross Berry for Election Law. This bill turns ballots into public documents viewable after the election.
This bill allows those ballots to be viewed 48 hours after an election, and would mean the handling of ballots
would be within the recount window and very likely before the certification of the election. This creates a
large worry about protecting our ballots while the election process is still concluding. Vote 19-0.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION

HB 1070, relative to procedures during a state of emergency. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Tony Lekas for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill would tell all state employees
that, while following the governor’s orders during a state of emergency, that they not violate either the New
Hampshire or the United States Constitutions. RSA 4:45 III-a related to the powers of the governor under
a state of emergency already states that “Notwithstanding the foregoing enumerated powers, civil liberties
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shall on no account be suspended, nor shall the United States Constitution or the New Hampshire Constitu-
tion be suspended.” While we would hope that state employees would not violate the constitution, except in
obvious cases, the constitutionality of an order may not be clear to individual employees. And while, just fol-
lowing orders, is not a justification for blatantly unconstitutional actions, if someone objects to a governor’s
emergency order, the proper thing to do is sue the governor or perhaps sue the agency head in their official
capacity, rather than trying to impose personal liability against state employees. Vote 19-0.

HB 1112, relative to establishing a continuing education requirement regarding human trafficking for indi-
viduals licensed by the office of professional licensure and certification. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Carol McGuire for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill would mandate regular con-
tinuing education for all health professionals on the topic of human trafficking. While agreeing that it is an
important topic for professionals to know about, the committee felt that mandating a class every two years
was excessive. Continuing education courses on human trafficking are readily available for many professions,
with more being added all the time. Vote 20-0.

HB 1299-FN, relative to group II membership in the retirement system for certain firefighter educators.
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Matthew Simon for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill sought to allow firefighters
with 10 years of field service to take the role of fire instructor in the community college system. The commit-
tee recommends the bill be found inexpedient to legislate for a couple of reasons. First, this bill would create
a carve out, increasing costs and requiring the community college system to add a new group to their retire-
ment system for just a couple of employees. Secondly, it could create a situation where two people could hold
the same job with the same experience but receive different benefits. Vote 20-0.

HB 1324-FN, relative to green burials and authorizing the natural organic reduction of human remains.
REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Dianne Schuett for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill proposes a new method of dis-
posal for human remains, “Natural Organic Reduction.” Numerous questions were raised during the hearing,
such as whether spreading of the soil or compost created requires permitting; whether many municipalities
would need to redo their cemetery ordinances to address this new concept; respectful disposition of the large
amount of remains produced by the process, the effects of radiation treatment, etc. on remains. And while
some states have enacted this system, none have yet been able to craft satisfactory rules regulating it after
quite some time. More traditional forms of ‘green burials’ are already permitted in statute, so the committee
recommends Interim Study requesting that the sponsors and supporters of this concept work towards satisfy-
ing the many questions. Vote 20-0.

HB 1410-FN, relative to certain professional licenses. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Tony Lekas for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill as amended makes various changes
to the occupational licensing statutes. Last year’s occupational licensing changes left a number of conflicts
in statute. Some responsibilities were intended to be moved from the licensing boards to the Office of Profes-
sional Licensing and Certification (OPLC). However, while they were given to OPLC, in some cases they were
also left in the boards statutes creating a conflict. This bill resolves some of them. This bill also repeals the
board of registration of medical technicians. A medical technician as defined by this statute means a health
care worker who is not licensed or registered and who assists licensed health care professionals and has ac-
cess to controlled substances and patients. The committee heard testimony from OPLC that medical techni-
cians are not viewed as a profession by those working in the field and almost no one is interested in serving
on the board. There has only ever been one member on the board and as a result the board has never been
able to achieve a quorum. Therefore the board has been unable to create any rules, grant any application for
registration, or adjudicate any complaints. Unfortunately the entire system is non-functional. Leaving this
registration system in place may create a false sense of security which is not justified. If a future legislature
believes there is a problem with medical technicians then they may be able to devise a solution that can
actually work. Vote 19-0.

HB 1421-FN, relative to investment consulting services in the New Hampshire retirement system. INEX-
PEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Peter Schmidt for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill was intended to redesign and
restructure the independent investment committee to achieve greater results at lower costs. In vetting the
bill, it was discovered that the proposed new methodology was not functional, and the sponsor requested the
bill be found inexpedient to legislate. Vote 20-0.

HB 1427-FN-A, establishing the regulation and licensure of deputy physicians. INEXPEDIENT TO LEG-
ISLATE.

Rep. Jaci Grote for Executive Departments and Administration. Although we share the concerns for health-
care providers in rural areas of New Hampshire, the committee’s vote reflects the resistance to create
another healthcare license with the existing healthcare licenses for APRN, RN, LNA, and Physician Assis-
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tants. With the recent procedural changes aimed at efficiency, made in the Office of Professional Licensure
and Certification, the availability of licensed professionals should increase without creating a new license.
Vote 20-0.

HB 1601-FN-A, relative to the prescription drug affordability board. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Matthew Santonastaso for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill does two things. It
extends the executive director contract from 2 to 4 years and removes the requirement for contracts to be
approved by the fiscal committee of the general court. It’s understandable why the prescription drug afford-
ability board would support a bill to expand its power. However, it is not necessary to remove the oversight
from the fiscal committee because it’s not commonly done with other boards. Vote 20-0.

HB 1653-FN, relative to determination of earnable compensation for certain group II retirement system
members. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Matthew Simon for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill seeks to increase retirement
benefits for group II members who commenced service prior to July 1, 2011 by authorizing overtime pay to
be included as part of an employee’s base pay, and by allowing extra and special duty to be included as com-
pensation. Although changing these benefits would bring them more in line with what they were when these
members were hired, the estimated $26.9 million price tag is prohibitive. Vote 20-0.

HB 1673-FN, relative to average final compensation for certain group II members. REFER FOR INTERIM
STUDY.

Rep. Matthew Simon for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill seeks to increase retirement
benefits for group II members who commenced service prior to July 1, 2011 and who had not attained vested
status prior to January 1, 2012 by adjusting the calculation for average compensation paid in excess of full
base pay. Although some members of the committee are sympathetic to the intent of the bill, the $18.5 mil-
lion price tag is prohibitive in a year when members of the committee agree that other retirement legislation
is a priority. Vote 20-0.

HB 1676-FN, establishing a sunset commission to evaluate various occupational boards and commissions,
and sunsetting various boards and commissions. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Jaci Grote for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill, with the proposed amendment,
forms a study commission to address licensing weighing the protection of the public with the right of an
individual to pursue a lawful occupation. The purpose of the commission is to determine if the balance of
these two components is being done properly, and to suggest improvements. The committee agrees that it
is important to review current practices and to determine if they are useful and effective. The committee is
concerned about the lack of representation by licensees on the commission, as well as the focus on the “least
restrictive regulation” as determined using marketplace indicators. Lastly, the committee was also concerned
about forming a commission whose work might be considered by the Office of Professional Licensure and
Certification Oversight Committee formed last year. The interim study will look at ways to address the goals
of this bill, through the effort of the existing oversight committee. Vote 20-0.

HB 1679, relative to changing to Atlantic Standard Time. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Sherry Gould for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill is relative to changing to Atlantic
Standard Time. The committee felt there are some issues with the bill that require additional work and an
interim study will allow some work on the bill. Vote 19-0.

FISH AND GAME AND MARINE RESOURCES

HB 1417-FN, relative to wild trout management. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Kimberly Abare for Fish and Game and Marine Resources. The proposed bill seeks to enshrine a wild
trout management program into New Hampshire statute, raising concerns among committee members who
argue that such a program already falls under the purview of the Fish and Game Department. They contend
that the bill risks duplicating existing efforts and potentially creating bureaucratic inefficiencies. Vote 16-2.

HB 1530-FN, requiring fish and game officers to wear body cameras. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Mike Ouellet for Fish and Game and Marine Resources. This bill would require Fish and Game officers
to wear body cameras. Although the majority of the committee had no issues with officers wearing body cam-
eras, there were logistical questions that were ambiguous and confusing and needed to be answered before
proceeding. Two big questions were where and when the cameras would and should be activated by the officers
and how long the recorded footage should be archived. There were conflicts with standard law enforcement
policies and Fish and Game policies. Vote 18-0.

HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS
HB 1693-FN, relative to the use of psychedelics for therapeutic purposes. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
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Rep. Erica Layon for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. As written recently in the Journal of the
American Medical Association by a Veteran’s Affairs (VA) Medical Center physician, “An increasing number
of clinicians and researchers have become interested in the potential of psychedelic drugs for the treatment
of mental health disorders, including depression, anxiety, posttraumatic stress disorder, eating disorders, and
addictions.” Recognizing that the VA is looking to study psychedelics to address the needs of veterans and
that Mass General Hospital operates the Center for the Neuroscience of Psychedelics, the committee believes
that it is important to study this issue to ensure that the State of New Hampshire is not standing in the way
of offering these emerging treatments where appropriate. Vote 20-0.

JUDICIARY

HB 1069, relative to material subject to disclosure following a public meeting under the right-to-know law.
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Bob Lynn for Judiciary. As amended, this bill enhances the right to know law (RTKL) in several sig-
nificant ways. First, it eliminates the reference to “citizen” in several places in the RTKL and replaces this
term with the word “person.” The committee heard evidence that at least some municipalities had used the
“citizen” reference to limit the reach of the law to only those persons who were either citizens of the munici-
pality in question or citizens of New Hampshire. For example, recently one New Hampshire municipality
refused a records request from the publisher of a local newspaper that serves that municipality because the
publisher resides in Maine. The bill also gives persons the right to request information electronically without
having to appear at the business offices of the governmental body, and it requires the governmental body to
comply with the requester’s desire to receive the records either electronically or by mail. However, the public
body may decline to provide the records electronically if doing so would be unduly burdensome or if doing so
would compromise the security of its record-keeping system. The public body is not permitted to impose a
charge for the delivery of records electronically, but it may charge postage for sending the records through
the mail. Vote 19-0.

HB 1256-FN, establishing liability for publishers and distributors of Internet material harmful to minors.
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Scott Wallace for Judiciary. This bill seeks to establish liability for publishers and distributors of Internet
pornographic material harmful to minors. Such material is described as addictive to those under age 18 as
well as damaging to minors’ development. This bill would have established a digital online age verification
mechanism. However, such a system could be easily worked around with the use of a virtual private network
(VPN) or similar IP address-cloaking applications. Additionally, the committee saw problems with the civil
cause of action the bill would provide as the sole remedy for violation of its terms. These proof problems
would include difficulty in tying a violation to any particular injury allegedly resulting from the violation as
well as problems quantifying and determining actual harm and causation in such cases. It was suggested
in committee that either a criminal process or one authorizing civil penalties by the attorney general would
be a more appropriate method to deal with this particular subject, but the AG was not consulted about this
prospect. The committee also heard testimony indicating that legislation similar to this proposal has been
found violative of the first amendment rights of adult website users by at least two federal courts. Vote 16-2.

HB 1651-FN, relative to combining the board of tax and land appeals and the housing appeals board. IN-
EXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Marjorie Smith for Judiciary. The bill called for combining the board of tax and land appeals and the
housing appeals board. The committee heard testimony from various stakeholders and concluded that while
we were aware of interest in combining or eliminating a mix of boards, the purposes of these particular
boards, their jurisdiction, and the complexities of their tasks differed enough to make it unwise to combine
the boards now. The committee notes the newness of the housing appeals board resulted in limited data to
help us make an informed decision, and expects that future legislatures will be able to continue to evaluate
the work of these boards. Vote 19-0.

LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION

HB 1152, enabling the mental health flag to be flown at the state house. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. John Sellers for Legislative Administration. The committee heard the sponsors’ testimony that flying
a flag over the State House would bring statewide recognition to the very important issue of mental health.
The committee believes recognition and support can be achieved in many ways and there are so many other
causes that are equally deserving of a flag flying over the State House. We recognize the impossible task of
picking winners and losers with a limited number of flag flying days over the State House and many organi-
zations with flags. The committee unanimously voted to hold the line and remain consistent and support our
existing US flag, the state flag, and the POW/MIA flag. Finally, we have it on good authority the Historical
Committee authorizes the use of all the other flagpoles around the State House campus. Vote 14-0.
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HB 1290, relative to protection of employment for members of the general court. INEXPEDIENT TO LEG-
ISLATE.

Rep. Michael Costable for Legislative Administration. This bill states: “An employer shall not discharge an
employee who is a member of the general court” for attending House sessions. The strong majority of the
committee believes becoming an elected state representative or senator can be very rewarding, but it comes
with hard trade-offs. Chief among these tradeoffs are often lost wages and lost job opportunities. While it may
be tempting to force employers to keep us all on the payroll, it is not the proper function of this body. Even
if we believed it to be constitutional, practical issues arise as well. Questions the committee asks included:
how could this be enforced for out-of-state or out-of-country employers? What if session days were merely a
contributing factor and not the sole reason for termination? Should the size of the workforce for a particular
employer matter? Is it possible this legislation might cause legislators to find even fewer job opportunities
and stability than exist under the current laws if this bill were to pass? And always, Part 1 of our ethics
guidelines states: “Legislators shall treat their office as a public trust, only using the powers and resources of
public office to advance public interests, and not attain personal benefits...”. Do our constituents have similar
benefits to what this bill asks? Vote 13-1.

HB 1666-FN, relative to income reporting requirements for lobbyists. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Vanessa Sheehan for Legislative Administration. The committee heard testimony that the antiquated
system hosted by our Secretary of State that is used to accept lobbyists’ financial filings required by law is
not easily found on the NH.gov website, is not in a standard format, and is often handwritten. As a result,
those organizations that seek to manipulate the data for the sake of public transparency rate NH poorly in
that regard. The amendment replaced all of the bill’s existing language and, with the help of the sponsor
and the approval of the Secretary of State’s office, requires the establishment of an on-line electronic system
in a standardized form for both the financial filings and the initial registering of lobbyists. Additionally, the
financial reporting shall be required three times annually instead of four. Everyone should be much happier
with the result when the project is completed. Vote 14-0.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT

HB 1040, relative to including interest in an abated property tax refund at the rate determined by the de-
partment of revenue administration. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Richard Brown for Municipal and County Government. The committee is in agreement with the prime
sponsor who believes this legislation requires further work and also requested Interim Study. Vote 19-0.

HB 1055, relative to the property tax exemption for charitable organizations. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. John MacDonald for Municipal and County Government. This bill will allow charitable organizations to
file a late application for a property tax exemption due to accident, mistake, or misfortune. Vote 17-2.

HB 1218, relative to voting for municipal bonds. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Len Turcotte for Municipal and County Government. Currently, a super majority of the voting body is
required for the approval of bonds. This legislation proposes to change that approval to a simple majority in
a few instances. The concept of super-majorities is sound and should remain in the RSAs. Where large sums
of money are required and taxpayers are ultimately responsible for those debts, a higher voting hurdle is
needed and historically proven effective and responsible. Vote 18-1.

HB 1362, relative to authorizing municipalities to stabilize rent increases in rental housing. INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Len Turcotte for Municipal and County Government. Rent control by any other name is rent control
and it has proven disastrous every time it has been tried. There are many known consequences: the decay
of rental units as landlord’s rents cannot keep up with maintenance costs and expenses turning entire areas
into slums, rental units removed from the marketplace and the impacts of neighboring municipalities where
one applies rent control and the other does not. There are many unknown unintended consequences as well.
Municipalities have many ways to advance housing policy by utilizing their zoning ordinances. This legisla-
tion is not only not needed, but potentially detrimental to our state. Vote 17-2.

PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS

HB 1043, relative to the capital appropriation for the legislative parking garage design. OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. David Milz for Public Works and Highways. The bill as amended repurposes previously approved capi-
tal appropriation monies for the legislative parking garage design and police standards and training council
facility improvements. No new budget monies are requested. Vote 19-0.

HB 1379-FN, relative to yard debris and roadside vegetation. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
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Rep. Bill Boyd for Public Works and Highways. The committee appreciates the spirit of the bill: that yard
clippings and unwanted vegetation can find its way into our streets and roads creating road hazards and
unwanted nuisances. However, whether this fact is intentional or unintentional raises questions of enforce-
ability and unfunded mandates for the committee. Vote 19-0.

HB 1488-FN, relative to hazard mitigation funding. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Bill Boyd for Public Works and Highways. The committee agrees that hazard mitigation is absolutely
needed to assist smaller, Granite State communities that have been impacted by the myriad of storms that
have impacted New Hampshire over the past year. The federal government has been slow to respond to com-
munity reimbursement requests; making no reimbursement commitments to smaller New Hampshire com-
munities whose highway budgets have been blown apart by costs they have absorbed repairing their local
infrastructure. The program should also occur during a budget cycle, not off-budget, to ensure an appropriate
level of funding is allocated. The committee unanimously believes Interim Study is the right recommenda-
tion to make because a completed study would permit a more thorough examination of costs to ensure all
impacted communities can fully benefit from a program that is a compound, revolving fund versus a static,
general appropriation fund. Vote 19-0.

HB 1547, requiring mileage-based exit numbers on Tier I highways. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Bill Boyd for Public Works and Highways. The committee recognizes the fact that changing the exit
numbers on our interstate highways from sequential order to a mileage-based frequency is inevitable. The
New Hampshire Department of Transportation testified that they are prepared to make those changes with
minimal impacts to the Granite State motorists. However, from a financial planning perspective, these changes
should occur during a budget cycle, not off-budget, to ensure that appropriate planning and funding is al-
located to successfully complete implementation of the new highway signage. The committee unanimously
agrees that Interim Study is the appropriate avenue to achieve this goal. Vote 19-0.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY

HB 1078, relative to first responder organization access to wireless tower co-location. OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. JD Bernardy for Science, Technology and Energy. The committee found that there were communities with
significant gaps in radio and broadband coverage that significantly impacted communication by and between
police, fire, and emergency responders throughout the state. This bill requires the Division of Emergency
Services Communications in the Department of Safety to investigate the issue and make recommendations
on strategies on how to address the identified service gaps. Vote 20-0.

HB 1487, relative to the health effects of 5G technology. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Douglas Thomas for Science, Technology and Energy. Testimonies covered much the same ground as in
previous like bills with no new information presented. A previous commission report produced several recom-
mendations that were deemed too expensive, in conflict with federal statutes or had unsubstantiated claims of
effectiveness. A study committee after that report could not come up with appropriate legislative action other
than suggesting towns and municipalities had some control over placement of towers and should investigate
specifics as to how to accomplish this. In the end, the committee understood that some residents do suffer
from various ailments in locations where electromagnetic radiation was present but could not reconcile “cor-
relation with causation” enough to enact meaningful legislation. Vote 20-0.

HB 1508, requiring fiber optic communications service providers to prioritize service restoration for public
safety and public health organizations. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Lex Berezhny for Science, Technology and Energy. This bill requires that a provider of communication
services prioritize restoration of communication for critical infrastructure over commercial and residential cus-
tomers. An issue with prescribing restoration prioritization in law is that it could hinder and slow down efficient
restoration for all customers. Interim study would allow the committee to investigate alternative solutions and to
better understand the issues faced by public safety and health agencies in working with communication service
providers to restore service. The prime sponsor agreed to refer this bill to interim study. Vote 20-0.

STATE-FEDERAL RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

HB 1041, relative to establishing a commission to investigate the USS Liberty incident and its aftermath.
REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Tom Mannion for State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. The committee unanimously voted
for an Interim Study option on this measure. While there are reasonable concerns as to whether a New
Hampshire commission would be the best approach for raising awareness and addressing questions about
the tragic 1967 Israeli attack on a U.S. Navy vessel, members were impressed by the testimony of survivors
seeking better accountability concerning this attack, which involved several Granite Staters coming under
lethal fire. Vote 20-0.
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HR 24, reaffirming support for the child labor amendment to the United States Constitution. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Shaun Filiault for State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. The committee unanimously sup-
ports this measure and condemns the inappropriate exploitation of children in the work force. This resolu-
tion affirms this state’s 1933 ratification of the Child Labor Amendment to the Federal Constitution. The
amendment specifically authorizes Congress to regulate child labor. Currently, 28 of the 38 required states
(including New Hampshire) have ratified the Amendment. This resolution reminds our fellow states of the
amendment’s continued existence and the need for additional states’ ratification for it to become part of our
Federal Constitution. Vote 20-0.

HR 28, urging for the compensation for injuries from PFAS and for the closure and cleaning of sites affected
by PFAS. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Christine Seibert for State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. This House Resolution calls attention
to the history of environmental destruction involving the French headquartered company Saint-Gobain which
has a facility in Merrimack, N.H. For many years, Saint-Gobain has apparently misled authorities about
the extent to which it has contaminated greater Merrimack’s drinking water, soil, and air with carcinogenic
PFAS chemicals resulting in added filtration costs to the taxpayers, various health impacts, cancer-related
deaths, including cancer-related deaths among pets and small animals exposed to PFAS chemicals. Saint-
Gobain has announced that it is closing this facility after years of contaminating Merrimack. The financial
burden of remediation should lie with the company that caused the damage. This resolution calls for state
and federal officials and agencies as well as the President of France to monitor the company closure as well
as its departure from the United States to ensure that said company pays for proper remediation relating
to the damage it caused to greater Merrimack. It also asks that New Hampshire citizens not be required to
invest in cleaning up the environmental mess or in paying health-related costs caused by the actions of a
corporate polluter. Vote 20-0.

WAYS AND MEANS

HB 1484-LOCAL, relative to current use taxation for certain forested lands. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGIS-
LATE.

Rep. Cyril Aures for Ways and Means. This bill will impact forest revenues and adversely impact wildlife
health in an unmanaged forest. This bill is inconsistent with current use laws. Vote 20-0.

HB 1492-FN, relative to the rate and exemptions of the interest and dividends tax. REFER FOR INTERIM
STUDY.

Rep. Susan Almy for Ways and Means. Next year is a budget year, in which we may face many challenges
of revenues and expenditures. The committee agreed that this bill should not go forward this year, but be
subject to Interim Study. Vote 20-0.

HB 1531-FN, relative to allowing a business profits tax adjustment for the depreciation deduction permitted
under Internal Revenue Code Section 168(k). INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Walter Spilsbury for Ways and Means. As New Hampshire business profits tax (BPT) law conforms to
the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) in effect on December 31, 2018, businesses now may elect the special allow-
ance for depreciation as provided under IRC section 168(k), generally referred to as “bonus depreciation,” in
relation to capital assets with a useful life of less than 20 years. This is one of several alternative deprecia-
tion conventions available under the IRC. Though the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA) initially set the
allowable rate at 100% of the adjusted basis for qualifying property placed in service after September 27,
2017, that rate began to phase-down to 80% for property placed in service after December 31, 2022, declin-
ing to 60% for 2024 and further to 40% and 20% for the coming two years, being fully phased out by the end
of 2026. This bill proposes to steer away from the federal phase-out, instead restoring the rate to 100% for
all qualified property placed in service after December 31, 2024, with no further adjustments. This would
represent a dramatic departure from the federal allowances, which are in turn a moving target. The commit-
tee determined that restoring the full allowance as the IRC progressively eliminates it would be difficult to
justify, especially when other measures allowing accelerated depreciation or expensing remain available to
encourage capital investment. Vote 20-0.

HB 1533-FN, relative to the safe harbor compensation amount under the business profits tax. OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. David Rochefort for Ways and Means. The New Hampshire Business Profits Tax code allows for a safe
harbor provision for substantiating the value of personal services of proprietors, partners, or members, up
to $75,000. This bill adjusts the safe harbor to $100,000 and also links it to the Consumer Price Index on a
biennial basis to more accurately reflect the safe harbor amount. Vote 20-0.

HB 1551-FN, relative to distinguishing between C corporations and S corporations for purposes of calculating
business profits taxes. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Walter Spilsbury for Ways and Means. This bill directs the state to distinguish between C corporations
and S corporations in the calculation of business profits tax (BPT), providing that “flow-through items on the
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Schedule K shall not be incorporated into corporate income when determining taxable business profits.” Cur-
rent BPT law does not distinguish between Subchapter S corporations and C corporations, as the S corpora-
tion is taxed at the entity level similarly to the C corporation. The sponsor’s purpose was to avoid a potential
for double taxation by New Hampshire at both the corporate and individual level. Though well-intentioned,
the mechanics of excluding flow-through income from business profits tax would be drastic. As the effective
date would be July 1, 2025, the Department of Revenue Administration’s (DRA) fiscal note estimates a fiscal
impact of about $195 million for 2026 and of $229 million for 2027 and forward annually from the BPT alone.
Moreover, the bill does not address the concomitant question of the business enterprise tax (BET), which
would be necessary to fashion any comprehensive solution. On the other side of the coin, New Hampshire does
not have a personal income tax and any potential for double taxation under the Interest and Dividends Tax
would be limited from here on as that tax is being phased out. Perhaps a closer review of how S corporations
are treated in New Hampshire tax law may be warranted, but this bill would not have achieved the sponsor’s
objective while dramatically reducing state revenue. Vote 20-0.

HB 1558-FN, relative to agent fees for fish and game licenses. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Julius Soti for Ways and Means. As recommended by the Fish and Game Department this bill is not
necessary. The change in fees was taken care of in rules. They have increased the fees to $5. Vote 20-0.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15
REGULAR CALENDAR

EDUCATION

HB 1212-FN-LOCAL, relative to eligibility for free school meals. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY:
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Muriel Hall for the Majority of Education. The intent of this bill is to support a greater number of
families who are financially vulnerable by providing greater access to school meals. This bill raises the eli-
gibility cap for free school meals to 350% of the federal poverty level (FPL). Current federal law provides
for free school meals to families who earn up to 130% of the FPL and reduced price school meals to families
whose annual income is 130-185% of the FPL. School meals play a critical role in the health, well-being, and
academic success of students. With the current rise in cost of living expenses, we are committed to assisting
Granite State families in reducing food insecurity and expanding the opportunity to feed hungry kids. This
bill authorizes the Department of Education to reimburse school districts with monies from the Education
Trust Fund. Vote 10-8. Rep. Mike Belcher for the Minority of Education. This bill would raise the eligibility
threshold for the federal program providing taxpayer subsidized meals to students from the current 180%
of poverty level to 350% of poverty level, and it would allocate state taxpayer funds to cover the difference,
as no federal reimbursement would be available for this increase. The committee received competing fiscal
analysis of this proposal, and though the numbers varied, what is clear is that the increase to New Hamp-
shire taxpayers would be well in excess of $50 million yearly, and likely well in excess of $100 million per
year, with the range of possibility doubling that amount. Critically important is that this proposal does not
allow New Hampshire to exercise control over the expenditure of these funds. By simply expanding the fed-
eral program, all federal guidelines must be adhered to, from a strict bidding process that makes it nearly
impossible to purchase local, healthy foods, to the highly disputed US Department of Agriculture (USDA)
nutritional guidelines which significantly emphasize carbohydrates, to the inherent waste of the federal pro-
gram, demonstrated by study to be approximately 30%, due, per studies, to the inherent lack of emphasis on
palatability and desirability of the food under USDA guidelines. Per the data we received, “food insecurity”
is defined simply as not having enough of the specific foods one wants to eat. When dealing with children it
is tough to say what constitutes a lack of specifically preferred foods. This is in sharp contrast “food insuffi-
ciency,” which purports to measure if students do not have enough food to eat, period, but for which we were
not provided with any data. The minority would very much like to explore this data before authorizing the
expenditure of substantial taxpayer funds.

HB 1419-FN, relative to prohibiting obscene or harmful sexual materials in schools. WITHOUT RECOM-
MENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: This legislation is about materials that are
harmful to minor children in schools and the ability for parents to object to them. The bill is the result of
work with the Attorney General and contains three key provisions. In the criminal statutes, education is cur-
rently exempt from our obscenity laws. The bill changes that so that higher education remains exempt but
K-12 (minor children) is no longer exempt. Our Attorney General feels that it would be only the most extreme
case for a criminal case to be opened for K-12 education, but that option should be available in such a case.
The bill also lays out a minimum district path for a complaint process for parents who find materials they
believe are harmful to minors. Complaints can proceed up to the NH State Board of Education per existing
law. The final part of the bill is in the civil statutes. It specifies that the complaining parent, the Depart-
ment of Education, or the Attorney General may file a complaint in civil court if a school has not adhered to
the complaint process or that material complained of continues to be made available to a minor student in
a manner contrary to a final determination of removal or restriction. Penalties are not less than $1,000 for
each violation. It is our duty to protect minor children from harmful materials.

Rep. Glenn Cordelli

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill bans books from school libraries by restrict-
ing access to controversial materials and dictates a prescriptive specific complaint process which allows the
State Board of Education to make the final decision of which materials must be removed. It contains vague
and subjective language to determine what is “harmful to minors” and expands criminal liability to K-12
educators. This legislation is not needed and will intimidate educators from retaining certain items in their
library collections. There are already laws in place that criminalize the dissemination of harmful materials to
minors. Moreover, most schools already have policies to address how books are selected for their libraries as
well as procedures to address parental complaints regarding books and media. Certified school professionals
review materials to ensure that students have wide access to a diverse collection of topics. Who determines
what is offensive or age-appropriate? Parents have the right to review any available material and opt their
child out from anything they find objectionable. But while parents can decide what media materials their child
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can access, they do not have the right to determine which materials are available for other students. That is
censorship. Our local school boards are elected by the residents of their school districts and are responsible
for developing policies to address the needs of their community. They are, and should be, the final arbitrator
for all complaints regarding curricular and instructional material, not the State Board of Education.

Rep. Peggy Balboni

HB 1524, relative to authorizing parents of special education children to observe in the classroom setting.
WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION
Statement in support of Ought to Pass: Parents of a special education student tend to be more involved
in their child’s plan of education than many parents. As a vital part of their child’s individualized education
program (IEP) team, parents should have reasonable opportunities to observe their child’s classroom and pro-
posed placement options. This bill requires school districts to develop policies about access and observation.
These policies should not impose restrictions on observations except when necessary to protect the safety of
children in the program, to protect the integrity of the program, or to protect confidentiality.

Rep. Margaret Drye
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill needs further study. Though schools do ar-
range for parents to observe specific programs, the confidentiality of all students is of the utmost importance
and required under federal law. The Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services at the U.S.
Department of Education under law or regulations, does not automatically entitle parents to observe their
children in any current classroom or proposed placement.

Rep. Corinne Cascadden

HB 1652-FN, relative to establishing a local education freedom account program. WITHOUT RECOM-
MENDATION
Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This bill allows school districts to adopt a program for local
education freedom accounts for a parent of an eligible student to receive a grant from an authorized scholar-
ship organization to be used for qualifying expenses similar to the current state education freedom account
program. This bill enables local school districts the choice to enact a local freedom account program. The
process to establish the program is well documented in the legislation and requires a 3/5 majority to establish
the program at the school district annual or special meeting. The local community can also discontinue the
program with a similar process. The scholarship awarded a student from local funds is the amount equal to
twice the amount that child would receive from state base adequacy plus any differentiated aid to which the
student qualifies per state law. There are no family income caps for this program. An eligible student can
not also receive a state education freedom account or tax credit scholarship. As with other education freedom
programs, this locally approved program will assist students who are looking for another education option(s)
fit that best meets the student’s needs.

Rep. Glenn Cordelli
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill enables school districts to form taxpayer-
funded education freedom accounts (EFAs) and raise property taxes to pay students who do not attend their
public schools. Just like with the state’s EFA program, it is impossible for the program’s administrator to pre-
vent the fraudulent misuse of taxpayer money. There are no academic standards for any services or materials
paid for by the program. And there are no data collected on student outcomes, academic performance, or even
whether students received educational services at all. Most EFA payments go to parents as reimbursement
without any ability to validate the purchase and whether the item was returned for a refund. Department
of Education data show that most EFAs go to students who were not attending public schools when they
entered the program. Other states considering similar voucher programs have called EFAs a subsidy for the
wealthy. New Hampshire should not put this burden on local property taxpayers. While proponents of the
bill will say it is just enabling legislation, voters will have to fend off petitions every year to add this burden
to property taxpayers.

Rep. David Luneau

HB 1677-FN, relative to participation in education freedom accounts based on school or school district pro-
ficiency scores. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of OQught to Pass with Amendment: This bill, as amended, adds a new category of
eligible students to the Education Freedom Account program without family income limit. Students assigned
to a public school or school district whose proficiency scores in math or English language arts or science are
in the bottom 25% of schools or districts shall be eligible for an EFA. Students in a poor performing school
should have the opportunity to find a better education option. Students deserve every opportunity to succeed
and that is the intent of this legislation.

Rep. Glenn Cordelli

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill opens eligibility to the Education Freedom
Account vouchers beyond low income students which was the original intent. It allows eligibility for any stu-
dent, public, private, or home schooling, who resides in a school district based on low district assessments.
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There are no guidelines, fiscal cap, or assessment reports for the Education Freedom Account vouchers that
indicate this action will improve students educational experience or outcomes. Proficiency standards in this
bill do not represent an average score in assessments but sets an unreasonable bar for many schools who
are faced with limited resources, demographics that includes high levels of free lunch students, English as a
second language, housing issues, and other social concerns.

Rep. Linda Tanner

FINANCE

HB 1560-FN-A, relative to unassigned moneys in the education trust fund. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for the Majority of Finance. This bill simply states that at the end of each fiscal
year, any unallocated funds in the education trust fund shall be transferred to the general fund at the end of
each fiscal year. The main job of the Finance Committee is to prepare a budget that allocates available funds
in a balanced, fair manner - designating funds for a specific purpose makes it very difficult for the Finance
Committee to prepare the best state budget possible when funds that are needed somewhere else are locked
away in an over-funded trust fund. Education funding was already increased by $193 million, and yet the
education trust fund is still projected to end with a significant surplus. If that happens, the prudent course of
action is to automatically sweep those funds in the general fund. Doing so will not reduce the education appro-
priations by one dollar - only the unspent/unallocated funds will be moved to the general fund. Vote 13-12. Rep.
Mary Heath for the Minority of Finance. The minority of the committee finds that the Education Trust Fund
should continue as a non-lapsing fund. The trust includes funding for Adequacy, Kindergarten Aid, Charter
School Funding, Education Freedom Accounts, Building Aid, Special Education and a number of other educa-
tion related funds. In light of the state being involved in two education funding lawsuits, this is not the time
to be taking funds from the Education Trust fund. Local tax payers cover 80% of education in New Hampshire
through local property taxes. Now is not the time to empty remaining funds from the Education Trust fund.

JUDICIARY

HB 1589-FN, establishing a veterans treatment court OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Bob Lynn for Judiciary. As amended, this bill establishes a statewide veterans’ treatment court to provide
comprehensive alcohol, drug, and mental health counseling and treatment to present and former members of
the military who have become involved with, or are in danger of becoming involved with, the criminal justice
system. The bill requires the creation of a veterans’ court in one circuit and superior court in each county and
district in the state, but gives the judicial branch flexibility to account for circumstances where participation is
low in a particular county or district. The bill also establishes the position of veterans’ court coordinator in the
administrative office of the courts. To be eligible to participate in the veterans’ court, a present or former U.S.
or allied service member or contractor of the Department of Defense must have experienced military sexual
trauma, a service-connected mental condition, service-connected traumatic brain injury, service-connected
substance use disorder, or service-related psychological disorder. When a veteran successfully completes a
veterans’ court treatment program, the court is given discretion to impose various kinds of alternative sen-
tences or to withhold criminal charges altogether as the circumstances warrant. The bill also establishes a
grant program, under the supervision of the judicial branch, whereby counties may receive matching grants
to assist them in supporting the veterans’ courts in their counties. Vote 18-0.

HB 1696, relative to electronic record requests under the right-to-know law. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.

Rep. Joe Alexander for Judiciary. As amended, this legislation will create a state repository for municipal
right to know records, and funds a local government records manager in the NH Division of Archives and
Records Management. Use of the repository is optional by municipalities; however, the municipality could
fulfill right to know requests for records by providing the website address in cases where the municipality
uploaded the record in accordance with the state archivist’s guidelines and provides a cost-free method for
accessing the website. This will increase access to the public records and decrease the need for right to know
requests. Vote 19-0.

LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION

HB 1000, relative to classifying New Hampshire legislators’ service as public service for certain federal pur-
poses. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Michael Costable for the Majority of Legislative Administration. Part 1 of our ethics guidelines states:
“Legislators shall treat their office as a public trust, only using the powers and resources of public office to
advance public interests, and not attain personal benefits...”. This bill would require the legislature to es-
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sentially classify and certify to the federal government that a select number of legislators serve as full-time
(30 hours per week) public servants in order for these legislators to qualify for the federal loan forgiveness
program. A few reasons stand out as to why the committee voted as it did. First: Members of the General
Court are not public employees. While elected officials may share some characteristics with public employees,
such as receiving a W-2 from the General Court, the General Court does not hire them, nor can they fire them.
Legislators are elected, and not employed by the state as required for the program. Second: Members of the
NH General Court have never been considered full-time legislators as required by the program. The federal
program states “For PSLF, full time employment is working for a qualifying employer for a weekly average
equal to at least 30 hours during the period certified.” In the committee’s opinion it is too much to ask for the
General Court administration to simply certify under penalty of perjury, that any given legislator averages
30 hours of legislative work for the entire 2-year term. Third: this bill asks the General Court to bend rules
to personally benefit a select few of us for a program that is not otherwise available to our constituents. Vote
11-3. Rep. Allison Nutting-Wong for the Minority of Legislative Administration. This bill would allow our
service as state representatives to be considered as public service for student debt cancellation. The minority
of the committee believes that this is an easy way to show the federal government how valuable our service
is to our constituents. This follows many states in practice that meet similarly or less frequently than our
current practice.

HB 1219, relative to creating a commission to study the feasibility and structure of a legislative office to pro-
vide longitudinal cost-benefit analysis of significant proposed legislation and of budgetary revenue estimates.
MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Gregory Hill for the Majority of Legislative Administration. The sponsors of this legislation want to
establish a commission to study whether it would benefit NH, from a budgetary standpoint, to create inde-
pendent multi-year revenue estimates and longitudinal cost-benefit analysis of future proposed legislation
that might have significant long term financial impact. The committee heard testimony which indicated that
many states already do these types of studies, sometimes with their own internal staff and sometimes sub-
contracting a private sector firm who does this kind of modeling work. The committee feels it would be the
best path forward, rather than a commission, for the sponsors to submit legislation for the next budget year
that appropriates funding to proceed with a request for proposals for subcontracting a firm to do longitudinal
studies on one or two select state programs such as perhaps the Family Medical Leave program or offshore
wind power as a pilot program to evaluate the benefits first hand. Another consideration for the committee
was the abbreviated timeline given that a considerable amount of time will be needed to appoint members of a
large commission coupled with this being an election year. With these factors in mind, it would seem unlikely
the final commission report, to be finalized for November, would have sufficient time to be comprehensive. For
the majority of the committee to recommend Inexpedient to Legislate on this current legislation is only reflec-
tive of the method of proceeding towards the goal of the prime sponsor. Vote 8-6. Rep. Allison Nutting-Wong
for the Minority of Legislative Administration. This bill creates a commission to study the feasibility and to
create the structure of a legislative office for longitudinal cost-benefit studies. The minority of the committee
finds creating the structure of a commission to be beneficial for studying the creation of the legislative office.

HB 1363-FN, relative to allowing members of the general court to participate in the department of health and
human services employee assistance program. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY:
OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Michael Costable for the Majority of Legislative Administration. This bill would add members of the
General Court to the employee assistance program (EAP). While the committee agrees that those who seek
counseling should have the opportunity to find the help they need, and that includes members of the General
Court, public testimony and research indicates that this bill is, for the most part, unnecessary or redundant.
The legislature is required to fund the expense for all legislators regardless of the number who will actually
avail themselves of the opportunity. Many legislators might already be covered under the various insurance
programs they or a member of their household possess. For others, not already covered, testimony uncovered
a wonderful free resource program called 211 NH. 211 NH is the connection for New Hampshire residents
to the most up-to-date resources they might need from specially trained information and referral specialists.
211 NH is available 24 hours, 365 days a year. Multilingual assistance and TDD access is also available. The
EAP program for legislators offered at taxpayer expense in the bill seems to be a referral hub as well accord-
ing to their pamphlet. They mention no direct therapy sessions. At minimum, the majority on the committee
believe that if members wanted to participate in the program, the EAP program should be offered as a vol-
untary opt-in and paid for by the legislator individually similar to our current medical and dental offerings.
Vote 9-5. Rep. Allison Nutting-Wong for the Minority of Legislative Administration. This bill would avail
our members to the employee assistance program. As the employee assistance program exists to provide as-
sistance, and the mission is to make their clients more productive, the minority of the committee finds this
to be a fiscally responsible investment in our productivity.



9 FEBRUARY 2024 HOUSE RECORD 16

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY

HB 1576-FN, relative to allowing property owners to opt out of public utilities. INEXPEDIENT TO LEG-
ISLATE.

Rep. Michael Vose for Science, Technology and Energy. This bill originally sought to allow NH residents to opt
out of taking utility service for electricity, water, and sewer. The actual target was mandatory sewer hookups.
An amendment was considered but found to be fraught with uncertainties. The unanswered questions led
the committee to conclude that this legislation would need a great deal more work to be tenable. Vote 20-0.

STATE-FEDERAL RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

HCR 8, applying to congress for a limited national convention for the exclusive purpose of proposing an amend-
ment to the United States Constitution relative to elections. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY:
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Tom Mannion for the Majority of State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. After multiple hear-
ings concerning this topic over the past two years, a bipartisan majority of the committee now supports the
Article V Convention of States model. This specific application to a convention concerns free and fair elections,
for which every state should have a seat at the table during the amendment drafting process to ensure the
outcome represents the will of the states as best as possible before being sent out for ratification. As with
other applications, the committee believes there are enough guardrails in place with the convention model
and subsequent requirements for ratification that fears of a runaway convention are unfounded. Vote 15-5.
Rep. Christine Seibert for the Minority of State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. The proponents of
this resolution ask Congress to call for a Constitutional Convention under Article V “for the exclusive purpose
of proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America that will restore free and
fair elections as described herein.” The minority has concerns about the broad nature of the stated purpose
of the convention, as well as the process of an Article V Convention. First, the term “free and fair elections”
is open-ended. While the introductory language of the resolution focuses on the effects of Citizens United,
it is only one of several issues that relate to free and fair elections. Thus, the scope of the convention under
this resolution is quite broad and could include innumerable issues falling under the guise of “free and fair”
elections. The minority is not comfortable with such a broad purpose given the politicization of voting fair-
ness and security after the 2020 presidential election. Legal scholars and others are divided on virtually all
aspects of an Article V convention, primarily because the language in the Constitution is not complete or
clear. The Constitution does not provide much specific guidance or clear framework for such a convention.
How the convention is held, by whom, who attends the convention, and who decides the agenda are not ad-
dressed. Those urging us to adopt this resolution say that it is a tool for citizens to be heard when Congress
is not listening, but we should be wary of embracing this untested vehicle for change until some important
protections are in place. For a start, there should be clarity on how a convention’s rules and procedures are
to be set. The minority prefers that Congress first establish procedures for amending the Constitution by
the national constitutional convention method. The establishment of procedures will make it easier for state
legislatures to support a national convention by knowing the rules under which it would operate. Failing to
deal with the uncertainties of the convention method is to court a constitutional crisis. Other critical ques-
tions to be resolved include: Must Congress call an Article V convention if 34 states properly ask for one? If
called, are the limitations on scope binding on the convention? What constitutes a valid application to Congress
and who is the judge of that? How long are applications valid? Can they be rescinded? What powers does
Congress have as to the scope of the convention, procedures for selection of delegates, and must it submit the
amendments to the states for ratification? What are the roles of the President and the governors, if any? Are
issues arising at the convention justiciable? Does each state have one vote, the number of its electoral votes,
or another number based on population?

HCR 11, condemning medically unnecessary restrictions on medication abortion. WITHOUT RECOMMEN-
DATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This resolution puts our chamber on the record when it comes to
medication abortion, which is only available with a prescription from a licensed clinician early in pregnancy,
up to 11 weeks. Passage of this resolution would show that we, as the New Hampshire House, support medi-
cation abortion and that we oppose medically unnecessary restrictions on mifepristone, the first pill of the
two-pill regimen for medication abortion, an issue we are seeing play out in the Supreme Court right now.
The case involves a challenge against the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval process by
anti-abortion activists who seek to ban abortion across the country. Testimony at the hearing made it clear
that mifepristone is safe, and effective, and has been used by more than five million people in the United
States since it was approved by the U.S. FDA more than twenty years ago. The majority of abortion patients
in this country choose medication abortion. Additionally, in 1991, New Hampshire was the first state in the
nation to adopt a resolution (also HCR 11) urging the U.S. FDA to allow clinical trials of mifepristone in
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medication abortion, as well as to encourage the United States to introduce it due to its significant medical
value. The medical value goes beyond abortion, as well, including but not limited to its use as a medication
for uterine fibroids, miscarriage management, and ectopic pregnancies. If the Supreme Court rules to restrict
mifepristone, it could impact patients in New Hampshire for all of these healthcare procedures. We must show
our constituents that we oppose the judiciary using its power to roll back and overrule the work of federal
departments. This sets a dangerous precedent, no matter what side of the aisle one sits on. We urge you to
vote OTP and send the message to Granite Staters that we oppose these medically unnecessary threats to
restrict abortion early in pregnancy.
Rep. Christine Seibert
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: There was sentiment within the committee to amend
this measure so as to support the resolution’s stated intent regarding the use of certain medicines to address
situations such as ectopic pregnancies. This might have led to a bipartisan compromise measure with broad
support as opposed to a strictly partisan resolution. Ultimately, the introduction of a drafted compromise
amendment was not supported, leaving the committee to vote on the original resolution. Among the measure’s
16 “Whereas” statements is one which reads as follows: “Whereas the United States District Court for the
Northern District of Texas and United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit decisions in Alliance for
Hippocratic Medicine et al V U.S. Food and Drug Administration et al. are ongoing examples of the weap-
onization of our country’s federal court system to advance the anti-abortion movement’s end goal of banning
abortion nationwide.” Those favoring the Inexpedient To Legislate option strongly feel that such inflamma-
tory language has no place in a New Hampshire legislative resolution on a subject where profound divisions
exist as to what the legal status of the unborn should be at various stages of gestation. Those favoring the
Inexpedient To Legislate option oppose the weaponization of resolutions to use the respected status of our
legislative body in attempting to advance perspectives that do not represent any legislative consensus while
also seeking to tip the scales of justice in distant Circuit Courts and elsewhere on an issue that first deserves
far more reflection, discussion, and communication locally.
Rep. Michael Moffett

HR 19, calling for the repeal of the Jones Act. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

Statement in support of Ought to Pass: The Jones Act—shorthand for the Merchant Marine Act of 1920—
provides a lesson on how economic controls can backfire. The Jones Act is described by the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security as a protectionist policy intended to protect and develop the American merchant ma-
rine and U.S. shipbuilding. Protectionist elements of the Jones Act include requirements that ships trans-
porting goods within the United States must be U.S.-crewed, U.S.-owned, and U.S.-built. These provisions
are unnecessary and counterproductive. Jones Act defenders allege that requiring the use of U.S. crews for
domestic waterborne shipping protects Americans against foreign terrorists and spies freely traversing the
Mississippi River disguised as ship operators. This is largely a scare tactic. With or without the Jones Act,
it is illegal for someone to work in the United States without a Permanent Resident Card, a work permit,
or an employment-related visa. This is true whether they are transporting merchandise between U.S. ports
or employed in any other job. The Jones Act’s requirement that ships transporting goods between domes-
tic ports must be U.S.-owned deprives the industry of beneficial foreign investment. Areas of the economy
that are open to foreign investment account for 7.1 million U.S. jobs. As other analysts have pointed out,
removing ownership limits would provide more opportunities for Americans involved in domestic waterborne
transportation to also benefit from job-creating foreign investment. As with foreign investment in other U.S.
industries, ownership of vessels providing waterborne transportation would be screened by the Committee
on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS) to mitigate national security risks. Additionally, it has
been argued that modern ownership arrangements render the Jones Act’s ownership requirement obsolete.
The most-criticized element of the Jones Act has been its ban on the use of foreign-built ships for domestic
shipping. This is a unique regulatory barrier. No similar restrictions apply to the domestic transportation of
merchandise by air, rail, or truck. As a result, Americans pay inflated prices for ships. According to a 2017
Congressional Research Service report, coastal-size containerships built in the United States cost six to eight
times more than comparable foreign-built ships. The argument made by proponents of the Jones Act is simple:
The United States needs a strong shipbuilding industry, and the way to realize this goal is by freeing it of the
obligation to compete with foreign shipbuilders. But high tariffs don’t necessarily make industries stronger.
They often actually make them weaker. By reducing competition, the Jones Act reduces the incentive for U.S.
shipbuilders to innovate. Foreign car competition, for example, has prompted American car manufacturers
to improve. That people could buy Toyotas instead of Fords made Ford a better comp any. According to the
U.S. Maritime Administration, the United States non-defense oceangoing vessel fleet declined from 193 ships
in 2000 to 96 as of October 2018. And our Navy is down to around 280 ships. China is pushing 500. So our
great decline in domestic ship-building creates national security issues as well as economic issues. Some of the
strongest transportation manufacturing industries in the United States operate in a low-tariff environment.
U.S. production of aircraft, railroad rolling stock, automobiles, and heavy duty trucks has been increasing,
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even though the government does not force Americans to use U.S.-built planes, trains, or automobiles when
transporting cargo, as it does with ships. Moreover, the effective tariff rate for imported recreational boats
is just 1 percent, but 95 percent of the recreational boats sold domestically are made in the USA. Clearly,
American manufacturers don’t require high tariffs to be successful—in fact, their success is contingent upon
low trade barriers that foster innovation and competition and quality products. Here’s a specific example of
how the Jones Act hurts America. A Washington State fishing company, Fisherman’s Finest, commissioned
a new ship from Dakota Creek Industries. However, because 7 percent of the ship’s steel was from Holland,
the ship was not allowed to fish in U.S. coastal waters. Trade barriers undermine U.S. security by weakening
the economy and creating conflict with our allies. Here in New England, we need fuel oil and natural gas.
Pipelines are great, but they are largely tapped out and regulations make it hard to build new ones. We’d
love to have a pipeline come through New York but politicians there won’t let it happen. So, we depend on
fuel supply coming via ship. We’ve fortunately had a mild winter so far. But an extended cold snap could
create havoc. A recent Wall Street Journal article stated that Jones Act limitations add costs that encourage
fuel to be exported overseas. Citigroup’s global head of commodity research told the paper, “The Gulf Coast
is not selling [diesel] to Philadelphia or New York.” They’re selling it to Holland. Then fuel-laden ships that
satisfy the Jones Act bring that fuel here to the northeast from Holland. It’s absurd. It’s costly. And it’s bad
economics. The Jones Act is over 100 years old. Instead of receiving unending protection from international
competition, shipbuilders should operate in the same low-tariff policy under which manufacturers of trucks,
automobiles, aircraft, and other industries are thriving. The Jones Act should not be allowed to inflict another
100 years of damage to the U.S. economy.
Rep. Michael Moffett
Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This resolution calls for the federal government to
repeal the Jones Act. The act requires goods transported between American ports be transported on ships built
and crewed by American citizens or permanent residents. An estimated 650,000 American jobs are protected
by the act, including 1,200 New Hampshire jobs which generate $72 million for the state. Last year, this
body rejected a proposed study commission concerning the Jones Act’s energy and heating costs because the
costs of that commission were excessive. Those excessive costs were due to the state’s limitations: the Jones
Act touches upon national security, international trade, the global environment, and the economy. This body
lacks the organizational capacity to opine on matters that complex. However, as a state legislative body, we
do have the organizational capacity and responsibility to offer this opinion: we can and must protect this
state’s economy.
Rep. Shaun Filiault

NOTICE

Pursuant to House Rule 44 (b), executive session on bills may be taken up during the day
in which they are heard.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9

ASSESSING STANDARDS BOARD (RSA 21-J:14-a), NH Department of Revenue Administration,
Training Room, 109 Pleasant Street, Concord

9:30 a.m.  Subcommittee work session to Review Low-Income Housing Tax Credit.
10:30 a.m.  Subcommittee work session to Review Telecommunication Poles and Conduit Right-of -Ways.
11:30 a.m. Subcommittee work session to Review Payments in Lieu of Taxes.

COMMISSION ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH IMPACTS OF PERFLUORI-
NATED CHEMICALS (RSA 126-A:79-a),

2:00 p.m.  Regular meeting. Please register for the Commission on the Environmental and Public Health
Impacts of Perfluorinated Chemicals meeting on February 9, 2024 2:00 PM EST at: https:/
attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2347194978943920726
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining
the webinar. You also may join the meeting by phone: 1 (415) 655-0060
Access Code: 813-528-334 Webinar ID: 315-791-163 The following email address will be monitored
throughout the meeting by someone who can assist with and alert the committee to any technical
issues: Amy.E.Rousseau@des.nh.gov. You may also call Amy Rousseau at 603-848-1372.



https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2347194978943920726
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2347194978943920726
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COMMISSION TO STUDY THE DELIVERY OF PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES THROUGH REGIONAL
PUBLIC HEALTH NETWORKS (RSA 127:12), NH Fire Academy, 98 Smokey Bear Blvd, Concord
1:00 p.m.  Regular meeting. Join Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82731252212?pwd=Q3pvYncvcW55Zkg0ZVVNQW5USGIsZz09
Meeting ID: 827 3125 2212 Passcode: 392939

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, Room 202-204, LOB
9:30 a.m. HB 1566-FN, relative to the review of police investigations.
10:00 a.m.  HB 1528, relative to reporting by the northern border alliance program.
10:30 a.m.  HB 1658-FN, relative to developing a notification database for those individuals with orders
of commitment or revocations of conditional discharges.
11:00 a.m.  HB 1527-FN, relative to criminal trespass.
11:30 a.m.  HB 1428-FN, relative to inmate illness or emergency.
1:00 p.m.  Subcommittee work session on HB 1197, relative to criminal background checks.
2:00 p.m.  Subcommittee work session on HB 1339-FN, relative to department of safety firearm back-
ground checks.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 306-308, LOB

10:00 a.m. Subcommittee work session on HB 1271, relative to the conversion, combination, and reorgani-
zation of boards and advisory boards; HB 1285, relative to merging the board of podiatry into
the board of medicine; HB 1286, relative to merging the board of land surveyors and the board
of professional engineers.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON COVID RESPONSE EFFICACY, Room 301-303, LOB
1:00 p.m.  Organizational meeting.

STATE-FEDERAL RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS, Room 206-208, LOB

9:00 a.m.  HR 27, calling for policymakers locally and nationally to fully consider all relevant information
and factors pertaining to climate change before pursuing courses of action that could adversely
affect any economy or environment.

9:15 a.m. HR 26, urging Congress to adopt a constitutional amendment to distinguish between corporate
and individual rights.

9:45 am. HR 23, calling upon the New Hampshire congressional delegation to support a national, uni-
versal health insurance program.

11:30 a.m. Executive session on HB 1156, relative to public health, safety, and state sovereignty; HB 1485,
establishing a committee to study the totality of circumstances surrounding the COVID-19 epi-
demic; HR 31, urging support of the dignity through prosperity act; HR 22, urging Congress
to remove the exception from the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution:
“except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted.”; HR 26,
urging Congress to adopt a constitutional amendment to distinguish between corporate and
individual rights; HR 23, calling upon the New Hampshire congressional delegation to support
a national, universal health insurance program; HR 27, calling for policymakers locally and
nationally to fully consider all relevant information and factors pertaining to climate change
before pursuing courses of action that could adversely affect any economy or environment.

STATE HEALTH ASSESSMENT AND STATE HEALTH IMPROVEMENT PLAN ADVISORY COUNCIL

(RSA 126-A:88), UNH Law, Room 103, 2 White Street Concord

12:30 p.m. Regular meeting. Join Zoom:
https://unh.zoom.us/j/98011299433?pwd=Q0pzeXJwREcxMXE5YWE2WkMO0SFRBZz09

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12

ADVISORY COUNCIL ON CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (RSA 188-E:10-b), Room 101, LOB
9:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
AMERICAN REVOLUTION SESTERCENTENNIAL COMMISSION (RSA 17-S:1), Historical Society 29,
School Street, Concord, NH
1:30 p.m.  Regular meeting.
COMMITTEE TO STUDY EXOTIC AQUATIC WEEDS AND EXOTIC AQUATIC SPECIES OF WILD-

LIFE IN THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE (RSA 487:30), Conservation Center French Wing, Wil-
liams Room, 54 Portsmouth St., Concord

9:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, Room 202-204, LOB
9:30 a.m.  Executive session on HB 1050-FN, relative to establishing a voluntary waiver of the right to

purchase a firearm; HB 1186-FN, relative to firearm purchaser’s privacy; HB 1330-FN, rela-
tive to establishing an emergency medical services disciplinary review panel, and relative to
procedures for removal of records of discipline; HB 1337-FN, relative to the return of weapons
and ammunition upon expiration of protective orders; HB 1339-FN, relative to department of
safety firearm background checks; HB 1428-FN, relative to inmate illness or emergency; HB
1462-FN, relative to requirements for reporting hate crimes; HB 1658-FN, relative to develop-
ing a notification database for those individuals with orders of commitment or revocations of
conditional discharges; HB 1701-FN, relative to annulments of records related to involuntary
commitments.

EDUCATION, Room 205-207, LOB

9:15 a.m. HB 1594-FN, establishing an annual review and qualification to determine eligibility to par-

ticipate in the education freedom accounts program.

9:45 am. HB 1287-FN, relative to the definition of the term “evidence-based” within public education.
10:15 a.m.  HB 1453, relative to degree granting authority of certain institutions of higher education.
10:45 a.m.  HB 1512-FN, limiting education freedom account funding to budgeted amounts.

11:15 a.m.  HB 1108, relative to establishing a committee to study the role of colleges and universities in
contributing to the student loan crisis.

EDUCATION, Room 205-207, LOB

1:00 p.m.  Subcommittee work session on HB 1288-FN, relative to establishing certain due process rights

for students, student organizations, and faculty members facing disciplinary actions by state
institutions of higher learning; HB 1305-FN, relative to freedom of speech and association at
public institutions of higher education.

NEW HAMPSHIRE CANADIAN TRADE COUNCIL (RSA 12-0:22), Room 103, SH

2:00 p.m.  Regular meeting.
NEW HAMPSHIRE COUNCIL ON SUICIDE PREVENTION (RSA 126-R:2), National Guard Edward
Cross Training Center 722 Riverwood Drive Pembroke, NH
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
NEW HAMPSHIRE DRINKING WATER AND GROUNDWATER ADVISORY COMMISSION (RSA
485-F:4), NHDES, 29 Hazen Drive, Rooms 110-112

9:00 a.m.  Construction project subcommittee work session.

2nd Floor Conference Room at the Department of Safety (33 Hazen Drive, Concord)
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
12:00 p.m. Source Water Protection subcommittee meeting.
NEW HAMPSHIRE OPIOID ABATEMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION (RSA 126-A:85), DOJ 1 Granite
P1 South, Concord, NH
1:00 p.m.  Regular meeting. Join Zoom:

https://nh-dhhs.zoom.us/j/7629646757?pwd=dUJnaTVCOEk1bnZMTEpDZEkrOGk4QT09&0
mn=83760052265

By Phone: +1 305 224 1968 US Meeting ID: 762 964 6757 Passcode: 782701
STATE COMMISSION ON AGING (RSA 19-P:1), NH Hospital Association Room 1, 125 Airport Road,
Concord NH
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
In addition to the physical location, access is also available need be remotely via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87430173115?pwd=bUFER315emt3NGVueDBYYW9SZThLUT09
Public attendance is always welcome though there may not always be an opportunity for public
input. Questions? Please contact Rebecca Sky before or during the meeting at Rebecca.L..Sky@
nhcoa.nh.gov or 603-848-4204.
STATE-FEDERAL RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS, Room 206-208, LOB
1:00 p.m.  Presentation Manchester Veterans Administration Medical Center.
2:00 p.m. SB 317, relative to establishing a New Hampshire-Ireland trade council.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13

CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW, Room 206-208, LOB
10:00 a.m. HB 1261, relative to voluntary services under the CHINS program.



https://nh-dhhs.zoom.us/j/7629646757?pwd=dUJnaTVCOEk1bnZMTEpDZEkrOGk4QT09&omn=83760052265
https://nh-dhhs.zoom.us/j/7629646757?pwd=dUJnaTVCOEk1bnZMTEpDZEkrOGk4QT09&omn=83760052265
https://nh-dhhs.zoom.us/j/7629646757?pwd=dUJnaTVCOEk1bnZMTEpDZEkrOGk4QT09&omn=83760052265
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87430173115?pwd=bUFER3I5emt3NGVueDBYYW9SZThLUT09
mailto:Rebecca.L.Sky@nhcoa.nh.gov
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HB 1269-FN, relative to the use of child restraints in schools.

HB 1027, relative to allowing child support to include the period of pregnancy.

HB 1659-FN, relative to interference with child custody and shared parenting.

Executive session on HB 1308, relative to parent access to children’s library records; HB 1392,
relative to consideration of the opinion of the child in determining parenting time.

COMMERCE AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS, Room 306-308, LOB

10:00 a.m.

Subcommittee work session HB 1633-FN-A, relative to the legalization and regulation of can-
nabis and making appropriations therefor; HB 1135, relative to the definition of specialty
beer; HB 1321, relative to repealing penalties for the sale of kegs of malt beverages without a
receipt; HB 1334, relative to the sale of beer in refillable containers; HB 1198-FN, relative to
liquor stores; HB 1621-FN, requiring the liquor commission to distribute certain information
in liquor stores; HB 1702-FN, relative to oversight of liquor commission funding and repealing
the liquor commission fund; HB 1018, relative to on-premise and off-premise liquor licenses;
HB 1076-FN, relative to wine manufacturer licenses; HB 1151, relative to the carrying of
alcoholic beverages on hotel premises; HB 1227, relative to extending the hours of alcoholic
beverage sales for on-premises licensees; HB 1358, relative to contract manufacturers of beer,
wine, and liquor; HB 1374-FN, relative to liquor licenses for restaurants; HB 1380-FN, rela-
tive to brew pub licenses; HB 1540-FN, relative to the definitions of full course meals and full
service restaurant for purposes of alcohol licensing; HB 1582-FN, relative to allowing for the
consumption of alcohol in artist performance areas; HB 1624, relative to allowing the distilla-
tion of hobby liquors; HB 1591-FN, relative to fines for prohibited sales of tobacco.

EDUCATION, Room 205-207, LOB

9:15 a.m.

9:45 a.m.

Full committee work session on HB 1517-FN, relative to the statewide education property tax
and excess revenue from games of chance.

Executive session on HB 1109, relative to requiring student identification cards to include the
helpline for the National Alliance for Eating Disorders; HB 1185-FN, relative to sexual educa-
tion instruction; HB 1235, relative to high school students serving as school board members;
HB 1298-FN, relative to the definition of part-time teachers; HB 1312, requiring parental
notification of student health or well-being and certain curricula by school districts; HB 1356,
relative to the use of children’s names and pronouns by public school employees; HB 1437, rela-
tive to the membership of the state board of education; HB 1458-FN, relative to authorizing
parents to remove children from the English Language Learner Program; HB 1473, relative
to social-emotional learning in public schools; HB 1496, relative to the state’s duty to protect
children in public schools; HB 1616, relative to parental consent for student participation in
Medicaid to schools program; HB 1643-FN-L, requiring school districts to make curriculum
and instructional materials available on their web pages; HB 1682-FN, relative to the civics
test graduation requirement; HB 1695, relative to the release of student personally identifiable
information; HB 1692-FN, relative to public high school graduation requirements.

ELECTION LAW, Room 307, LOB

9:00 a.m.

9:25 a.m.
9:50 a.m.

10:15 a.m.
10:40 a.m.
11:05 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

1:00 p.m.
1:25 p.m.

1:50 p.m.

2:15 p.m.
2:40 p.m.

CACR 26, relating to election reform and ballot reconciliation. Providing that requirements
for elections shall include provisions and penalties in regard to ballot reconciliation, access,
retention, polling location limits, poll workers, allowance of registered voters for post-election
ballot viewing, ballot lot and voting documentation viewing, and scanning and recording pho-
tographically during citizen audits.

HB 1085, relative to public inspection of absentee ballot lists.

HB 1092, creating a period for the placing of and removal of political advertising on public
property.

HB 1099, relative to partisan school district elections.

HB 1126, relative to candidate requests for absentee ballot information.

HB 1134, relative to inventory controls for paper ballots.

HB 1136, relative to requiring a reconciliation of votes cast and undervotes with the total of
ballots cast.

HB 1157, relative to overvoted and undervoted ballots.

HB 1149, relative to domicile residency, voter registration, investigation of voter verification
letters, and relative to the terms “resident,” “inhabitant,” “residence,” and “residency.”

HB 1348, relative to polling places at which total ballot counts exceed the total number of
registered voters.

HB 1381-FN, relative to required training on election procedures.

HB 1091, relative to the financing of political campaigns.
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Executive session on HB 1426-FN-A, relative to establishing an advisory redistricting com-
mission; HB 1577-FN, relative to digital images of ballots; HB 1147, relative to permissible
campaign contributions by business organizations and labor unions; HB 1074, relative to cam-
paign contributions by limited liability companies; HB 1119, relative to absentee ballots; HB
1369, relative to the verification of voter rolls every 4 years; HB 1442-FN, relative to penalties
for failure of election officers to adhere to election law.

ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE, Room 210-211, LOB

10:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

2:45 p.m.

Full committee work session on HB 1386-FN, relative to prohibiting the disposal of lithium-
ion batteries in solid waste landfill facilities, composting facilities, or incinerators; HB 1376-
FN, relative to prohibiting certain packaging from carrying the recycling logo; HB 1681-FN,
relative to sale of products labeled as biodegradable or compostable; HB 1504-FN, relative to
architectural paint recycling.

HB 1687-FN, relative to disposal of construction and demolition debris from state construction
projects.

HB 1132, relative to permits for the siting of new landfills.

HB 1170-FN, requiring public benefit and community impact assessments from the department
of environmental services.

HB 1620-FN, relative to suspending the issuance of new landfill permits until 2031.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 305, LOB

10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

1:30 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

HB 1387, relative to revisions to the state building code.

HB 1059, relative to the state building code.

CACR 11, relating to the retirement age for sheriffs. Providing that sheriffs attaining the age
of 70 years during their elected term in office shall be permitted to complete their current term.
HB 1433-FN, relative to the donation of archival records to the state.

HB 1095, relative to the official pronunciation of “New Hampshire” and “Concord.”

CACR 21, relating to the oath of civil officers. Providing that the default oath of office shall be
a non-religious oath.

HB 1016, relative to the New Hampshire state flag.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, Room 301-303, LOB

9:30 a.m.
9:35 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

1:00 p.m.

1:30 p.m.
2:15 p.m.

Continued executive session on HB 1708-FN, relative to local records retention.

HB 1106-L, relative to net asset limits under the elderly property tax exemption.

HB 1284-FN, relative to the quasi-judicial authority of planning boards.

HB 1187, relative to local legislative bodies’ voting threshold for approval of lease agreements
over $100,000.

Continued public hearing on HB 1317-FN-L, relative to municipal filings made by charitable
organizations exempt from taxation.

HB 1459-FN, relative to policies that municipalities are preempted from enacting.

CACR 16, relating to local governance. Providing that local construction projects seeking amend-
ments, waivers, or variances be subject to certain local approval, disclosure, and vote requirements.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY, Room 302-304, LOB

10:00 a.m.

1:00 p.m.

Full committee work session on HB 1644-FN, requiring the department of energy to initiate an
investigation of the benefits and key considerations regarding support for clean or non-carbon
emitting power generation; HB 1465-FN, relative to studies of nuclear energy technologies;
HB 1431, relative to utility requirements for integrated distribution planning.

Executive session on HB 1644-FN, requiring the department of energy to initiate an investiga-
tion of the benefits and key considerations regarding support for clean or non-carbon emitting
power generation; HB 1465-FN, relative to studies of nuclear energy technologies; HB 1431,
relative to utility requirements for integrated distribution planning.

TRANSPORTATION, Room 203, LOB

10:00 a.m.

Executive session on HB 1063-FN, relative to motor vehicle speed within 10 miles per hour of the
speed limit; HB 1550, authorizing municipalities to reduce speed limits seasonally; HB 1403,
relative to temporary vehicle emission control equipment; HB 1637, relative to reducing require-
ments for vehicle inspections; HB 1273-FN, relative to the protection of personal information
in driver licenses; HB 1247, relative to requiring the display of certain information concerning
Selective Service registration at driver licensing and school military recruiting locations; HB
1244, prohibiting smoking and e-cigarettes in motor vehicles when a passenger is under 16
years of age; HB 1467-FN, relative to child passenger protection; HB 1457-FN, establishing
penalties for driving over covered wooden bridges in vehicles that exceed posted limits and for
vehicular damage to covered wooden bridges; HB 1416-FN, relative to prohibiting parking of
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non-electric vehicles in spaces designated for charging electric vehicles; HB 1354, relative to
special number plates for surviving spouses of veterans; HB 1332-FN, relative to prohibiting
electric vehicles from parking in parking garages; HB 1329-FN, relative to creating special
number plates for fire departments; HB 1158, relative to establishing an exception to vessel
registration; HB 1123, relative to the registration of title exempt vehicles without disclosure of
personal information beyond name and address; HB 1118, relative to the issuance of drivers’
licenses for aliens temporarily residing in New Hampshire.

WAYS AND MEANS, Room 202-204, LOB

10:00 a.m.

Full committee work session on HB 1203, relative to prohibiting the charging of rent to chari-
ties by charitable gaming facilities; HB 1255, relative to the historic horse racing moratorium;
HB 1389, relative to authorizing persons who win the state lottery to remain anonymous; HB
1525, relative to historic horse racing game operator employer licensing; HB 1549, relative to
buy-in amount deductions collected during the operation of games of chance; CACR 15, relating
to taxation. Providing that a 2/3 vote is required to pass legislation imposing new or increased
taxes or license fees, or to authorize the issuance of state bonds and providing that the general
court shall appropriate funds for payment of interest and installments of principle of all state
bonds; HB 116-FN, eliminating the fee to file as a candidate for the office of state representative;
HB 1054-A, relative to the Northern Border Alliance Program fund; HB 1193-FN, relative to
the establishment of a child care tax credit program; HB 1470, establishing a study committee
on the feasibility and impact of a low-income housing tax credit; HB 1613-FN, establishing a
trust fund for money from soil and water environmental contamination court settlements.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14

COMMERCE AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS, Room 302-304, LOB

10:00 a.m.

1:15 p.m.

Subcommittee work session on HB 1081, relative to insurance payments to ambulance providers;
HB 1094, relative to insurance coverage for pediatric autoimmune neuropsychiatric disorders;
HB 1236, relative to repealing the commission on the status of health coverage markets for
individuals and small employers; HB 1296, relative to insurance coverage for diagnostic and
supplemental breast examinations; HB 1225, relative to prescription drug affordability board
conflicts of interest; HB 1365, relative to substitution of biological products by pharmacies; HB
1571-FN, relative to requiring insurance coverage for glucose monitoring devices for people with
diabetes; HB 1155, relative to insurance coverage for living organ donors; HB 1257, relative to
contracts between public adjusters and the insured; HB 1259, relative to property and casualty
insurance laws administered by the insurance department.

Executive session on HB 1633-FN-A, relative to the legalization and regulation of cannabis
and making appropriations therefor.

EDUCATION, Room 205-207, LOB

9:30 a.m.

Continued Executive Session on any remaining bills from February 13, 2024.

Executive session on HB 1288-FN, relative to establishing certain due process rights for stu-
dents, student organizations, and faculty members facing disciplinary actions by state institu-
tions of higher learning; HB 1305-FN, relative to freedom of speech and association at public
institutions of higher education; HB 1583-FN-A, relative to the per pupil cost of an opportunity
for an adequate education; HB 1586-FN-A-L, establishing a foundation opportunity budget
program for funding public education; HB 1656-FN-L, relative to increasing the adequacy
grant for pupils receiving special education services; HB 1517-FN, relative to the statewide
education property tax and excess revenue from games of chance; HB 1686-FN, relative to
requiring excess revenues raised through the statewide education property tax to be remitted
to the education trust fund and prohibiting the department of revenue administration from
setting negative local and county tax rates on real property.

ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE, Room 301-303, LOB

10:00 a.m.

10:45 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

HB 1221, relative to including solid waste landfills in the definition of development of regional
impact.

HB 1490, relative to the solid waste management act.

HB 1145-FN, prohibiting the private ownership of landfills.

HB 1632-FN, relative to out-of-state solid waste.

Full committee work session on HB 1687-FN, relative to disposal of construction and demoli-
tion debris from state construction projects; HB 1132, relative to permits for the siting of new
landfills; HB 1170-FN, requiring public benefit and community impact assessments from the
department of environmental services; HB 1620-FN, relative to suspending the issuance of new
landfill permits until 2031.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 306-308, LOB

10:00 a.m.  HB 1420, relative to communications between agencies and citizens.
10:30 a.m.  HB 1521, requiring agencies to respond to issues raised by the public during the rulemaking
process.

11:00 a.m.  HB 1606-FN, relative to contact information on agency web pages.
11:30 a.m.  HB 1688-FN, relative to the use of artificial intelligence by state agencies.

1:30 p.m. HB 1456, relative to the appointment of the members of the board of tax and land appeals and
the housing appeals board.

2:00 p.m. HB 1545, relative to the disposal of state surplus property for affordable housing.

2:30 p.m. Public hearing on proposed non-germane Amendment #2024-0031h to HB 1095, relative to the
official pronunciation of “New Hampshire” and “Concord.” The amendment makes various changes
to the procedures and terminology of the office of professional licensure and certification and the
occupational regulatory boards thereunder to coordinate with regulatory changes made in recent
legislative sessions. Copies of the amendment are available on the General Court website.

HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS, Room 210-211, LOB

9:30 a.m.  Executive session on HB 1593-FN, relative to funding for developmental services community
integration; HB 1669-FN, relative to restricting data sharing through the state immunization
registry; HB 1393, relative to the inclusion of pediatric cancer in the state health improve-
ment plan; HB 1581, relative to cultivation locations for alternative treatment centers; HB
1706-FN, relative to notice required prior to circumcision procedure; HB 1683-FN, relative to
coverage of circumcision under the state Medicaid plan; HB 1660-FN, relative to coverage of
certain procedures for minor children under the state’s Medicaid program; HB 1585, relative
to medication administration by direct care staff in residential care facilities; HB 1568-FN,
relative to Medicaid reimbursement for non-transport emergency medical services calls; HB
1604-FN, relative to the use of electronic medical records.

1:00 p.m. HB 1028, relative to the definition of mental illness for purposes of the New Hampshire mental
health services system.

1:30 p.m. HB 1615-FN, relative to the autism registry.

2:30 p.m. HB 1482, relative to the sale of human blood and organs.

JUDICIARY, Room 206-208, LOB
9:00 aam. HB 1353, relative to authorizing the commissioner of the department of education to issue
subpoenas.
9:45 am. HB 1115, relative to the termination of tenancy at the expiration of the tenancy or lease term.
10:30 p.m.  HB 1368, prohibiting termination of a tenancy based on a tenant’s failure to pay rent that was
increased by certain price fixing programs.
11:15 a.m.  HB 1497-FN, restricting trial courts in criminal matters from imposing certain sentences fol-
lowing a plea bargain.
1:00 p.m. HB 1640-FN, relative to qualified immunity standards.
1:45 p.m. HB 1614-FN, relative to judicial review of department of environmental services decisions.
2:15 p.m.  Second public hearing on HB 1602-FN, relative to the authority of the housing appeals board.

LABOR, INDUSTRIAL AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES, Room 307, LOB
9:45 am. Executive session on HB 1178-FN, relative to an employee’s unused earned time; HB 1377-
FN, relative to granting workers free choice to join or refrain from joining labor unions; HB
1522-FN, relative to weekly benefit amounts for unemployment compensation; HB 1597-FN,
relative to the maximum weekly unemployment benefit amount; HB 1375, relative to severance
agreements requiring employees to broadly waive labor law rights.

LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION, Room 203, LOB

10:00 a.m. Executive session on HB 1518, relative to the legislative ethics committee; HR 25, resolving to
return to the historical intent of the express trust indenture, the New Hampshire Constitution,
specifically Part 1, Article 11 and Part 2, Article 32; HR 29, declaring an economic justice bill
of rights; HB 1343, prohibiting the use by the governor of emergency orders concerning elec-
tions procedures without the written consent of the majority and minority leaders of the house
of representatives and senate; HB 1388, relative to recusal by members of the general court
for conflicts of interest; HB 1030, relative to terminating legislative study commissions that
do not meet or report; HB 1629-FN, relative to attorney general’s duties concerning legislators
residing in different districts than they represent.

PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS, Room 201, LOB

9:30 a.m. Continued executive session on HB 1202-FN, relative to the issuance of permits for the altera-

tion of driveways exiting onto public ways; HB 1510, establishing a commission to identify
barriers to and solutions for electric vehicle sales and use.
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10:00 a.m.  Presentation by the New Hampshire Department of Transportation
1:00 p.m. HB 2024, relative to the state 10-year transportation improvement plan.
2:00 p.m.  Full committee work session on HB 2024, relative to the state 10-year transportation improve-
ment plan.

RESOURCES, RECREATION AND DEVELOPMENT, Room 305, LOB
9:30 a.m.  Executive session on HB 1709-FN, establishing a tax on land used for carbon credits; HB 1142,
relative to requirements for relevant work experience before taking the exam to be a septic
designer or installer.
10:00 a.m.  HB 1268-FN, relative to prohibiting the issuance of large groundwater withdrawal permits for
the commercial sale of bottled or bulk water.
11:00 am.  HB 1277, establishing a committee to study alternatives for funding the operation, maintenance,
and repair of state owned dams.
1:00 p.m. HB 1314-FN, relative to the comprehensive state development plan.
2:00 p.m. HB 1440-FN, relative to establishing a life jacket loaner station program along the Merrimack
river.
3:00 p.m. HB 1483, allowing subdivision regulations concerning water supply.

WAYS AND MEANS, Room 202-204, LOB

10:00 a.m.  Executive session on HB 1254-L, relative to an optional local public safety assessment on certain
room occupancies; HB 1203, relative to prohibiting the charging of rent to charities by charitable
gaming facilities; HB 1255, relative to the historic horse racing moratorium; HB 1389, relative
to authorizing persons who win the state lottery to remain anonymous; HB 1525, relative to
historic horse racing game operator employer licensing; HB 1549, relative to buy-in amount
deductions collected during the operation of games of chance; CACR 15, relating to taxation.
Providing that a 2/3 vote is required to pass legislation imposing new or increased taxes or
license fees, or to authorize the issuance of state bonds and providing that the general court
shall appropriate funds for payment of interest and installments of principle of all state bonds;
HB 116-FN, eliminating the fee to file as a candidate for the office of state representative; HB
1054-A, relative to the Northern Border Alliance Program fund; HB 1193-FN, relative to the
establishment of a child care tax credit program; HB 1470, establishing a study committee on
the feasibility and impact of a low-income housing tax credit; HB 1613-FN, establishing a trust
fund for money from soil and water environmental contamination court settlements.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15

EDUCATION, Room 205-207, LOB

10:00 a.m.  HB 1646, relative to chartered public schools.

10:45 a.m.  HB 1087, establishing a commission to study information literacy and media literacy instruc-
tion in public schools.

11:15 a.m.  HB 1418, relative to the use of education freedom account funds to purchase school uniforms.

HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS, Room 210-211, LOB

10:00 a.m.  HB 1042, relative to eliminating specific requirements of pharmacy continuous quality improve-
ment programs beyond the establishment of such programs.

10:20 a.m.  HB 1609-FN, relative to the commission on the primary care workforce and the state office of
rural health.

10:40 a.m.  Continued Executive Session on any remaining bills from February 14, 2024.

JUDICIARY, Room 206-208, LOB

10:00 a.m.  Executive session on HB 1412-FN, relative to court reporters; CACR 12, relating to the defi-
nition of the word “cherish.” Providing that the 1784 word “cherish” shall be replaced by the
2024 word “cherish.”; HB 1169-FN, creating a private cause of action for discrimination based
on hairstyles relative to a person’s ethnicity; HB 1220-FN, relative to abolishing the collection
of racial and ancestral data for use in a marital application worksheet; HB 1432-FN, relative
to prohibiting certain uses of artificial intelligence and creating a private claim of action; HB
1475-FN, relative to preventing strategic lawsuits against public participation; HB 1603-FN-L,
relative to unlawful discriminatory practices; HB 1037, relative to repealing limited liability
for manufacturers, distributors, dealers, or importers of firearms or ammunition; HB 1283-
FN, relative to end of life options; HB 1020, relative to establishing a commission to study the
legal implications of insanity and restoration of competency; HB 1082, relative to professional
limited liability company (PLLC) assistant manager status; HB 1089, relative to the statute
of limitations on civil actions involving PFAS; HB 1104-FN, relative to the review of decisions
in cases involving judicial misconduct.
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LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION, Room 104, LOB
10:00 a.m. Subcommittee work session on HB 1080, relative to the legislative youth advisory council.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES (RSA 541-A:2), Room 306-308, LOB
9:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
COMMISSION TO STUDY ENVIRONMENTALLY-TRIGGERED CHRONIC ILLNESS (RSA 126-A:73-a),
NH DES Building, 29 Hazen Drive, Concord
3:00 p.m.  Regular meeting. Join Zoom:Meeting ID: 861 1781 8803 Passcode: 669915
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86117818803?pwd=cWRXdlgwQnQvc2ZRbkNObGhGc3M0dz09
FISCAL COMMITTEE (RSA 14:30-a), Room 210-211, LOB
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
LONG-TERM SEACOAST COMMISSION ON DRINKING WATER (RSA 485-F:6), New Hampshire
Department of Environmental Services (NHDES), Portsmouth Regional Office in Room A, Pease
International Tradeport, 222 International Drive, Suite 175, Portsmouth
2:00 p.m.  Regular meeting.
NEW HAMPSHIRE TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL (RSA 238-A:2), NH Department of Transporta-
tion, 7 Hazen Drive, Room 112-113, Concord
9:00 a.m.  Regular meeting. Join Zoom:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84138921579?7pwd=WDGbCPam41TsawifTzS 6vuwp rgcA.V8wIbW-
GZcK Ftqdl
By Phone: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) Webinar ID: 841 3892 1579 Passcode: 332042
OVERSIGHT COMMISSION ON CHILDREN’S SERVICES (RSA 21-V:10), Room 100, SH
9:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING, Room 302-304, LOB
9:00 a.m. HB 1168, establishing a committee to study the impact of the housing crisis on people with
disabilities.
9:30 a.m.  HB 1065, relative to fire sprinkler requirements in residential buildings.
10:00 a.m.  HB 1215, relative to subdivision regulations on the completion of improvements and the regu-
lation of building permits.

10:45 a.m.  HB 1361, relative to municipal land use regulation for manufactured housing and subdivisions.
1:00 p.m. HB 1399, allowing municipalities to permit 2 residential units in certain single-family residen-
tial zones.

1:45 p.m.  HB 1400, relative to the required maximum number of residential parking spaces.
2:30 p.m. HB 1291, relative to accessory dwelling unit uses allowed by right.

STATEWIDE INTEROPERABILITY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (SIEC) (RSA 21-P:48, IV), NH Fire
Academy, Classrooms 5 & 6, 98 Smokey Bear Blvd., Concord
9:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20

CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW, Room 206-208, LOB
9:30 a.m. HB 1013, relative to amending the definition of temporary alimony.

10:00 am.  HB 1192-FN, relative to contempt actions in domestic relations matters.

10:30 a.m.  Executive session on HB 1261, relative to voluntary services under the CHINS program; HB
1269-FN, relative to the use of child restraints in schools; HB 1027, relative to allowing child
support to include the period of pregnancy; HB 1659-FN, relative to interference with child
custody and shared parenting; CACR 17, relating to the rights of parents. Providing that par-
ents shall have a fundamental right to direct the upbringing, education, and care of their minor
children; CACR 25, relating to the rights of children and parents. Providing that parents and
children have the right to control their health, education, and welfare.

ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE, Room 301-303, LOB
9:00 a.m.  DES Rules Update Subcommittee.
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY, Room 302-304, LOB
10:00 a.m. Full committee work session on HB 1036, relative to assessment of cost effectiveness of the

systems benefit charge; HB 1600-FN, relative to participation in net energy metering; HB
1623-FN, relative to the state energy policy.


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86117818803?pwd=cWRXdlgwQnQvc2ZRbkNObGhGc3M0dz09
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1:00 p.m.  Executive session on HB 1036, relative to assessment of cost effectiveness of the systems benefit
charge; HB 1600-FN, relative to participation in net energy metering; HB 1623-FN, relative
to the state energy policy.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 306-308, LOB
10:00 a.m.  HB 1328, relative to public safety providers defined as essential services.
10:30 a.m.  HB 1622-FN, relative to administrative rulemaking and license renewals by the office of pro-
fessional licensure and certification.
11:15 a.m.  HB 1174, relative to plumbing apprentices.
1:00 p.m. HB 1252, relative to establishing a committee to study the needs of Native Americans in New
Hampshire.
1:30 p.m. HB 1474, relative to the commission on Native American affairs.
2:00 p.m. HB 1335, removing Columbus Day as a holiday.
JUDICIARY, Room 206-208, LOB
9:00 a.m. HB 1664-FN, relative to legal remedies for individuals who receive medical detransitioning.
10:00 a.m.  HB 1672, relative to tenants in section 8 public housing.
11:00 a.m. HB 1684, relative to loss of consortium.
1:00 p.m.  Continued Executive session from 2/15 as needed.

PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS, Room 201, LOB
10:00 a.m.  Full committee work session HB 2024, relative to the state 10-year transportation improve-
ment plan.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE AND OTHER RELATED DEMENTIA (RSA 126-A:15-a),
Room 103, SH
3:00 p.m.  Regular meeting.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22

COMMISSION ON THE INTERDISCIPLINARY PRIMARY CARE WORKFORCE (RSA 126-T), NH
Hospital Association, Conference Room #1, 125 Airport Road, Concord

2:00 p.m.  Regular meeting. Join Zoom: https://nh-dhhs.zoom.us/j/87051453763?pwd=K1Zud0wzl.2t4ROR

sa0lyckl3SzdJQT09
Meeting ID: 870 5145 3763 Passcode: 838525

The following email address will be monitored throughout the meeting, should participants
have technical difficulties: Danielle. Hernandez@dhhs.nh.gov

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE (RSA 126-A:13), Room 203, LOB
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.
PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGH5WAYS, Room 201, LOB

10:00 a.m.  Full committee work session HB 2024, relative to the state 10-year transportation improvement
plan.
11:00 a.m.  Executive session on HB 2024, relative to the state 10-year transportation improvement plan.

SOLID WASTE WORKING GROUP (RSA 149-M:61), NRRA Offices — 2101 Dover Road, Epsom,

*9:30 a.m. Regular meeting. Remote attendance option: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/regis-
ter/3435858814888164108

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26

NEW HAMPSHIRE PRESCRIPTION DRUG AFFORDABILITY BOARD (RSA 126-BB:2), Brown
Building Auditorium, 129 Pleasant St., Concord

9:30 a.m. Regular meeting.
NEW HAMPSHIRE VETERANS HOME BOARD OF MANAGERS (RSA 119:3-a), New Hampshire
Veterans Home, Town Hall, 139 Winter Street, Tilton

9:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.


https://nh-dhhs.zoom.us/j/87051453763?pwd=K1Zud0wzL2t4R0Rsa0lyckl3SzdJQT09
https://nh-dhhs.zoom.us/j/87051453763?pwd=K1Zud0wzL2t4R0Rsa0lyckl3SzdJQT09
mailto:Danielle.Hernandez@dhhs.nh.gov
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3435858814888164108
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3435858814888164108

9 FEBRUARY 2024 HOUSE RECORD 28

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27

WELLNESS AND PRIMARY PREVENTION COUNCIL (RSA 126-M:3),
9:00 a.m.  Regular meeting. Via Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87193477508?pwd=a2J KQVISeTBwQjduKzVueTJNIL2pJZz09.

MONDAY, MARCH 4

COMMISSION TO STUDY OFFSHORE WIND AND PORT DEVELOPMENT (RSA 374-F:10), NHDES,
Pease Office, 222 International Drive, Suite 175, Portsmouth

4:30 p.m.  Regular meeting.
COMMISSION TO STUDY THE EFFECT OF RECENT CHANGES MADE TO CHARITABLE GAM-
ING LAWS, INCLUDING THE NEWLY AUTHORIZED HISTORICAL HORSE RACES (RSA 284:6-c),
Room 100, SH
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.

TUESDAY, MARCH 5

STATE VETERANS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RSA 115-A:2), Edward Cross Training Center Facility,
722 Riverwood Drive, Pembroke
5:00 p.m.  Regular meeting.

FRIDAY, MARCH 8

COMMISSION TO STUDY THE DELIVERY OF PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES THROUGH REGIONAL
PUBLIC HEALTH NETWORKS (RSA 127:12), NH Fire Academy, 98 Smokey Bear Blvd., Concord
1:00 p.m. Regular meeting.
Join Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82731252212?pwd=Q3pvYncvcW55Zkg0ZVVNQW5USGIsZz09
Meeting ID: 827 3125 2212 Passcode: 392939

MONDAY, MARCH 11

COMMISSION ON BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CRISIS SERVICES (RSA 135-C:68), Room 103, SH

1:00 p.m. Organizational meeting.
COMMISSION TO STUDY COMMUNITY IMPACTS OF THE SECURED YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
CENTER (RSA 169-B:48), Room 100, SH

1:00 p.m.  Regular meeting.
NEW HAMPSHIRE DRINKING WATER AND GROUNDWATER ADVISORY COMMISSION (RSA
485-F:4), 2nd Floor Conference Room at the Department of Safety, 33 Hazen Drive, Concord
10:00 a.m. Regular meeting.
NH BRAIN AND SPINAL CORD INJURY ADVISORY COUNCIL (RSA 137-K:2), REMOTE
2:00 p.m. Regular meeting. Join Zoom: https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/84327646605?pwd=ROIwOWFVKOw2U

2FKYTVybXM1MjNhdz09
Meeting ID: 843 2764 6605 Passcode: 731679

NH COLLEGE TUITION SAVINGS PLAN ADVISORY COMMISSION (RSA 195-H:2), University
System of NH, 5 Chenell Drive, Suite 301, Concord
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.

MONDAY, MARCH 18

STATE COMMISSION ON AGING (RSA 19-P:1), NH Hospital Association- 125 Airport Road, Concord
10:00 a.m.  Regular meeting.

REVISED FISCAL NOTES

The following bills have a revised fiscal note: HB38, HB 91, HB 116, HB 194, HB 272, HB 276, HB 282, HB
300, HB 318, HB 345, HB 436, HB 439, HB 447, HB 449, HB 462, HB 463, HB 527, HB 533, HB 535, HB
537, HB 559, HB 560, HB 565, HB 566, HB 571, HB 593, HB 606, HB 608, HB 614, HB 616, HB 618, HB
620, HB 622, HB 627, HB 628, HB 645, HB 652, HB 1005, HB 1274, HB 1386, HB 1422, HB 1426, HB 1492,


https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com?d=urldefense.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly91cmxkZWZlbnNlLmNvbS92My9fX2h0dHBzOi91czAyd2ViLnpvb20udXMvai84NzE5MzQ3NzUwOD9wd2Q9YTJKS1FWbFNlVEJ3UWpkdUt6VnVlVEpOTDJwSlp6MDlfXzshIU9haTZkdFRRVUxwOFN3IVUyYWpab1BwUEYwTy1ZZ19Valk3cXppWDNzckVDOWJpX1RmR3VhdzViWUg1OVpla1RxVkY0d1c3SDh6djg5c0xfNFBma1R2eXUtMlp5OS1iVFVBWlhtX3pxQ2lWQmlNJA==&i=NjUxNDg5MjQ2ZmIzNGEyOTQxNmEyOGRh&t=SHp5TlFPa2ExK0c1QU5xRVkxaE4zeWN6MTFJSyszQ1JyZTRmQ2ZmWHd1RT0=&h=dd39a109e01b4417a0ea09709477ce63&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbnQDewtvmKF4uc9dFut1ccYJ9uyiRY_B6p4JdWZqachw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82731252212?pwd=Q3pvYncvcW55Zkg0ZVVNQW5USGlsZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82731252212?pwd=Q3pvYncvcW55Zkg0ZVVNQW5USGlsZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84327646605?pwd=R0lwOWFVK0w2U2FKYTVybXM1MjNhdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84327646605?pwd=R0lwOWFVK0w2U2FKYTVybXM1MjNhdz09
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HB 1522, HB 1561, HB 1563, HB 1566, HB 1567, HB 1570, HB 1571, HB 1579, HB 1582, HB 1589, HB 1592,
HB 1593, HB 1594, HB 1597, HB 1598, HB 1599, HB 1600, HB 1608, HB 1610, HB 1614, HB 1619, HB 1623,
HB 1629, HB 1630, HB 1632, HB 1633, HHB1634, HB 1636, HB 1639, HB 1640, HB 1641, HB 1644, HB 1645,
HB 1647, HB 1651, HB 1654, HB 1660, HB 1663, HB 1665, HB 1675, HB 1677, HB 1681, HB 1682, HB 1686,
HB 1687, HB 1689, HB 1702, HB 1706, HB 1710, HB 1711, SB 106, SB 151, SB 176, SB 177, SB 180, SB 235,
SB 249, SB 252, SB 267, SB 317, SB 465, SB 467, SB 470.

OFFICIAL NOTICES

sksfesksieoskock

The Coos County Delegation will meet on Monday, March 4, 2024 at 11:00 a.m. The meeting will be held
at Coos County Nursing Home, located at 364 Cates Hill Road, Berlin, NH.
Rep. Corinne Cascadden, Clerk

skelesksieskock

The Executive Committee of the Merrimack County Delegation will meet on Monday, February 26, 2024
in the 2™ floor conference room at 10:00 a.m. of the Old Courthouse, 163 N. Main Street, Concord, New
Hampshire. The purpose of the meeting is as follows: 1. 4" Quarter Financial Review/Approval 2. 2024 Budget
Review/Approval 3. Adoption of Grant Resolution 4. Any other business.

Rep. James MacKay, Chairman

sksfesksieoskock

Notice is hereby given that the Executive Committee with the Full Strafford County Delegation has been sched-
uled for Friday, March 1, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. The Executive Committee meets to receive reports and review the
Subcommittees’ recommendations and any other business that may legally come before the Committee at that time.
Location: Cafeteria Conference Room, Lower Level, Justice and Administration Building. Public access via Zoom:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81429396215?pwd=JZraRRgtBIlu2a0anaVkWbpLC6GjMGY.1
Meeting ID: 814 2939 6215 Passcode: 500668 Dial by your location: +1 305 224 1968 US
If you have any questions regarding this information, please feel free to contact Janet Hilber, Administrative
Assistant at 603-516-7100.

Rep. Peter Schmidt, Chairman

stk

Notice is hereby given that the Full Strafford County Delegation Public Meeting is scheduled for Wednes-
day, March 20, 2024, 7:00 p.m.(snow date: Wednesday, March 27, 2024, 7:00 p.m.) The Delegation meets to
review Executive Committee recommendations and to adopt final budget for 2024, and to discuss any other
business with may legally come before the Delegation. Superior Courtroom I, Justice and Administration
Building. The budget must be approved by April 1st, or the Commissioners’ Proposed Budget will be in effect.
Public access via Zoom:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89611842722?pwd=bulXb30KQwYYUhaRErtXnThLAcIJqa.1l
Meeting ID: 896 1184 2722 Passcode: 312030 Dial by your location: +1 1 646 931 3860 US

Rep. Peter Schmidt, Chairman

MEMBERS’ NOTICES

The following notices are published in the House Record as a courtesy to the member(s) requesting publica-
tion. These are not official public notices and will be limited to legislative policy or legislative social activities
and political meetings or events. Publication should not be construed as support for either the events listed
or the views espoused by the individual or organization sponsoring the event.

kelosksieoskok

All Representatives are invited to a Bible Study and Prayer, during the Lunch Break on Session Days. We
will meet in LOB 104 with Pastor Peter Chamberland for this time together. Come and be refreshed both
physically and spiritually during our lunch hour. Looking forward to seeing you there!

Rep. Deb Hobson

kolosksleskck

Most occupational licensing boards have members of the public serving on them. Those board members are
intended to represent the public, the customers of the professions being licensed. The Office of Professional
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Licensing and Certification (OPLC) has difficulty filling those positions because most people don’t even know
they exist and OPLC does not have a good way to advertise. As representatives we know many people in our
districts, so Representatives are asked to let citizens who might be interested in serving on a board to contact
Lindsey B. Courtney, Executive Director, at lindsey.b.courtney@oplc.nh.gov. Alternatively, they may apply

online at https://www.oplc.nh.gov/interested-becoming-oplc-board-member.
Reps. Tony Lekas and Jaci Grote

ootk

Pursuant to Executive Order 2023-06, the Public Higher Education Task Force to Study the Strategic Align-
ment of Public Higher Education in New Hampshire will meet at 25 Hall Street, Concord, NH 03301 on the
following dates:
Friday, February 23, 2024; 9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m.
Friday, March 1, 2024; 9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m.
Friday, March 8, 2024; 12:30 p.m.— 4:30 p.m.

Rep. Rick Ladd

sk

Delta Dental Plan of New Hampshire cordially invites all House and Senate members to their Twenty-third
Annual Northeast Delta Dental Legislative Reception on Tuesday, February 13, 2024 from 4:00 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. at their corporate headquarters at One Delta Drive in Concord, New Hampshire. Please RSVP to
Siobhan Hutchison at 603-223-1244 or email legreception@nedelta.com.

Rep. Jason Osborne and Matt Wilhelm

kskskkek

An inclusive, Ash Wednesday service will take place at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 21 Centre Street in Con-
cord, on Wednesday, February 14 at 7:30 a.m. All are welcome as St. Paul’s is a place to belong, whoever
you are, just as you are.

Rep. David Preece

skkkek

NAMI NH (The National Alliance on Mental Illness, New Hampshire) cordially invites all legislators to a
hot breakfast on February 15th, 7:30-8:30 a.m. (doors open at 7 a.m.) at St. Paul’s Church — located di-
rectly across Park St. from the State House. To ensure an accurate catering count, please RSVP by 2/12 to
advocacy@NAMINH.org. There will be a short program outlining NAMI NH’s legislative priorities on mental
health and suicide prevention.

Rep. Mark Pearson
skskeskesksksk

On Thursday, February 15, from 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., the New Hampshire City and Town Clerk Associa-
tion will be hosting a meet and greet luncheon in the State House Cafeteria. Please stop by and visit our
municipal officials.

Rep. Tom Dolan

skelosksioskck

The annual Water’s Worth It! legislative breakfast is set for Wednesday March 6, 2024 at the Holiday Inn
on Main Street in Concord. Check in for the event begins at 7:00 a.m. with a breakfast buffet. Water qual-
ity professionals will present information on drinking water and wastewater treatment challenges in New
Hampshire. This year Tilak Subrahmanian, Vice President, Energy Efficiency at Eversource and Sharon
Nall, NHDES Water Energy Efficiency Program will be speaking to the importance of energy efficiency to
the water community, and why Water’s Worth It. In addition, Water Division staff for NH-DES will also
address the audience. All legislators and staff are invited to enjoy a hearty breakfast and learn more about
New Hampshire’s water infrastructure. This event is free.

Please RSVP to info.nhwpca@gmail.com by February 23rd to reserve your seat at this important breakfast.
The breakfast is sponsored by the NH Water Pollution Control Association in conjunction with a wide-ranging
coalition of other NH non-profit water organizations. There is no cost for enjoying breakfast with your legisla-
tive peers and attending this event.

Rep. Tom Buco

sk
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AMENDMENTS
(LISTED IN NUMERICAL ORDER)

Amendment to HB 1043
(2024-0375h)
Proposed by the Committee on Public Works and Highways - ¢

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to the capital appropriations for the legislative parking garage design and police stan-
dards and training council facility improvements.
Amend the bill by inserting after section 1 the following and renumbering the original section 2 to read as 3:
2 Amend 2019, 146:1, XIV to read as follows:
XIV. Police Standards and Training Council.
A. [Botler Replacement] Police Standards and Training Council

facility improvements (boilers, controllers, alc replacements, range

ventilation and filtration and tactical center floor replacement) 1,035,000
B. Purchase Training and Certification Database 150,000
Total state appropriation paragraph XIV $1,185,000
2024-0375h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill allows the unspent capital appropriation for the design of the Legislative Parking Garage to
transfer to the State House Capitol Complex and specifies police standards and training council facility im-
provements.

Amendment to HB 1069
(2024- 0406h)
Proposed by the Committee on Judiciary - ¢

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT relative to material subject to disclosure under the right-to-know law.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Definition of Governmental Proceedings. Amend RSA 91-A:1-a, II to read as follows:

I1. “Governmental proceedings” means the transaction of any functions affecting any [er-al-eitizens-of
the-state] person by a public body.

2 Minutes and Records Available for Public Inspection; Electronic Record Requests. Amend RSA 91-A:4, 1
to read as follows:

I. [Every-citizen] Any person during the regular or business hours of all public bodies or agencies, and
on the regular business premises of such public bodies or agencies, has the right to inspect all governmental
records in the possession, custody, or control of such public bodies or agencies, including minutes of meetings
of the public bodies, and to copy and make memoranda or abstracts of the records or minutes so inspected,
except as otherwise prohibited by statute or RSA 91-A:5. In this section, “to copy” means the reproduction of
original records by whatever method, including, but not limited to photography, photostatic copy, printing,
or electronic or tape recording. Any person also has the right, without physically appearing at the
regular business premises of public bodies or agencies, to request governmental records electroni-
cally or by mail. At the election of the person requesting the records, the public body or agency
shall provide such records electronically or by mail without requiring the physical appearance of
the person at its business premises to receive delivery of the records, provided however, that the
public body or agency shall not be required to provide records electronically in a format other than
the format under which the public body or agency regularly maintains such records, or to provide
records electronically if it lacks the technological capability to do so, if doing so would be unduly
burdensome, or if doing so would compromise the security of its record-keeping system. If the person
requests that the records be provided by mail, the public body or agency may charge the person the
cost of postage. No charge shall be made for records delivered electronically.

3 Access to Governmental Records and Meetings; Records Available for Public Inspection; Preliminary
Drafts. Amend RSA 91-A:4, II to read as follows:

I1. After the completion of a meeting of a public body, [every-eitizen] any person, during the regular or
business hours of such public body, and on the regular business premises of such public body, has the right
to inspect all notes, materials, tapes, or other sources used for compiling the minutes of such meetings, and
to make memoranda or abstracts or to copy such notes, materials, tapes, or sources inspected, except as oth-
erwise prohibited by statute or RSA 91-A:5.
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4 Appeals and Enforcement; Filing Fee or Surcharge. Amend RSA 91-A:7-c, I to read as follows:

I. Any party may appeal the ombudsman’s final ruling to the superior court by filing a notice of appeal
in superior court no more than 30 calendar days after the ombudsman’s ruling is issued. The ombudsman’s
ruling shall be attached to the document initiating the appeal, admitted as a full exhibit by the superior
court, considered by the judge during deliberations, and specifically addressed in the court’s written order.
[Citizen-inittated]| Appeals shall have no filing fee or surcharge. The public body or public agency shall pay
the sheriff’s service costs if the public body or public agency, or its attorney, declines to accept service. Noth-
ing in this section shall prevent a superior court from staying an ombudsman’s decision pending appeal to
the superior court.

5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2024-0406h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill:

I. Clarifies a public body or agency’s ability to accept record requests by electronic means and to provide
such records electronically.

I1. Replaces the word “citizen” with “person” throughout the chapter.

Amendment to HB 1078
(2024-0438h)
Proposed by the Committee on Science, Technology and Energy- c

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT directing the division of emergency services and communications to examine gaps in radio and
broadband communications coverage with a focus on the needs of first responders.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Emergency Management Powers and Duties Regarding Communications Systems. Amend RSA 21-P:38
to read as follows:

21-P:38 Emergency Management Powers and Duties Regarding Communications Systems. The division of
emergency services and communications shall:

I. Ascertain what means exist for rapid and efficient communications during natural and man-made
disasters. The division shall consider the desirability of supplementing these communications resources or of
integrating them into a comprehensive state or state and federal telecommunications or other communica-
tions system which may be established for purposes of emergency management. In studying the character
and feasibility of any such system or its several parts, the division of emergency services and communications
shall evaluate the possibility of the multi-purpose use of such a system for general state and local government
purposes. The division shall make recommendations regarding such communications systems to the assistant
commissioner as appropriate.

II. Investigate how to close gaps in radio and broadband communications coverage, focusing
on the needs of first responders, and issue a report to the speaker of the house of representatives,
the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, and the governor’s office, no later
than January 1, 2025. The report shall include recommendations and strategies to address any
identified communication gaps.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2024-0438h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill directs the division of emergency services and communications to investigate how to close gaps in
radio and broadband communications coverage, with a focus on the needs of first responders.

Amendment to HB 1410-FN
(2024-0534h)
Proposed by the Committee on Executive Departments and Administration - ¢

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Nurse Practice Act; Board of Nursing. Amend RSA 326-B:3, II to read as follows:

II. Each APRN or RN member shall be a resident of this state, licensed in good standing under the
provisions of this chapter, and currently engaged in the practice of nursing as an RN and shall have no fewer
than 5 years of experience as an RN, at least 3 of which shall have immediately preceded appointment. RN
members of the board shall represent the various areas of nursing practice including education, administra-
tion, and clinical practice.

2 Nurse Practice Act; Powers and Duties of the Board. Amend RSA 326-B:4 to read as follows:
326-B:4 Powers and Duties of the Board. The board may:
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I. Establish reasonable and uniform standards for nursing practice consistent with the criteria identified
by the National Council of State Boards of Nursing.

[ Do depone St o e o a e ot

[

II. Establish eligibility criteria for licensure and renewal

iduals:]

ey ;
of licensure, including examination

requirements and continuing education requirements. The board shall select an appropriate nationally

; 1

[VEHE] IT1. Determine and enforce appropriate disciplinary action against all individuals found guilty of
violating this chapter or the rules adopted under this chapter.

[VHE] IV. Deny or withdraw approval of nursing and nursing assistant educational programs that

do not meet the minimum requirements of this chapter.

sing-education programs—under -B:32:]

[XEV=] V. In accordance with state due process laws, limit the multistate licensure privilege of any regis-
tered nurse or licensed practical nurse to practice in New Hampshire and may take any other actions under
applicable state laws necessary to protect the health and safety of New Hampshire citizens. If the board does
take such action, it shall promptly notify the administrator of the coordinated licensure information system.
The administrator of the coordinated licensure information system shall promptly notify the home state of
any such action taken by the state of New Hampshire.

[XV-] VI. Establish a liaison committee, a practice and education committee, and such additional sub-
committees as may be appropriate to assist the board in the performance of its duties.

3 Nurse Practice Act; Rulemaking Authority. Amend RSA 326-B:9 to read as follows:
326-B:9 Rulemaking Authority. The board shall adopt rules, in accordance with RSA 541-A, relative to the
following:

I. Eligibility requirements for the issuance of all initial, temporary, and renewal licenses, specialty li-
censes, and certificates issued [by-the-board] under this chapter, including the issuance of such licenses to
applicants holding a currently valid license or other authorization to practice in another jurisdiction.

I1. Eligibility requirements for the reinstatement of licenses after lapse and after disciplinary action.

ITI. Recognition of national certifying bodies issuing specialty certifications required for licensure as an
APRN which shall also be recognized by the National Council of State Boards of Nursing.

IV. The standards to be met by, and the process for approval of, education programs designed to prepare
applicants to qualify for licensure or certification in any of the disciplines regulated by the board under RSA
326-B:32, including the time period within which noncompliance must be corrected before such approval is
withdrawn.

V. The standards to be met by, and the process for approval of, education programs designed to prepare
LPNs in intravenous therapy and by programs designed to prepare LNAs to perform tasks not addressed in
the basic curriculum required for licensure.

VI. The determination of disciplinary sanctions authorized by this chapter, including the determination
of administrative fines.

VII. The administration of examinations authorized by this chapter, and the manner in which informa-
tion regarding the contents of any licensing examinations may be disclosed, solicited, or compiled.

VIII. Ethical standards for the practice of nursing and nursing-related activities.

IX. Continuing competence requirements.

X. Designations that may be used by persons regulated by the board and retired persons regulated by
the board.

XI. The implementation and coordination of the nurse licensure compact adopted in RSA 326-B:46. The
board shall use model rules developed for the nurse licensure compact by the National Council of State Boards
of Nursing as the basis for adopting rules which shall be modified as necessary to comply with state statutes.

XII. Prescribing controlled drugs pursuant to RSA 318-B:41.
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XIII. A process for registering practitioners who have been granted a special registration to prescribe
controlled substances via telemedicine pursuant to 21 U.S.C. section 831(h).

XIV. The implementation of strategies and procedures necessary to increase the acceptance of military
training and experience towards licensure for military veterans seeking to be licensed as a nurse. For the
purposes of this subparagraph, “veterans” means veterans as defined in 38 U.S.C. section 101(2).

XV. Implementation of the nursing assistant registry pursuant to 42 C.F.R. section 483.156,
including placement of qualified individuals on the nursing assistant registry.

XVI. The requirements for approval of a nurse aide training and competency evaluation pro-
gram pursuant to 42 C.F.R. sections 483.151-152 and nurse aide competency evaluations pursuant
to 42 C.F.R. section 483.154.

4 Nurse Practice Act; Criminal History Record Checks. Amend RSA 326-B:15, I to read as follows:

I. Every applicant for initial licensure shall submit to the [board] office a criminal history record release
form, as provided by the New Hampshire division of state police, department of safety, which authorizes the
release of his or her criminal history record, if any, to the [board] office.

5 Nurse Practice Act; Licensure; All Applicants. Amend RSA 326-B:16, I to read as follows:

I. Submit a completed apphcatlon and fees [as—esba—bﬁshed—by—t—he—boa—re}]

6 Nurse Practice Act; Modified License; Registered Nurse or Licensed Practical Nurse. Amend RSA 326-
B:25 to read as follows:

326-B:25 Modified License; Registered Nurse or Licensed Practical Nurse. The [board] office may issue a modi-
fied license to an individual who has met licensure requirements and who is able to practice without compromising
public safety within a modified scope of practice or with accommodations or both as specified by the board.

7 Nurse Practice Act; Certificate of Medication Administration for Licensed Nursing Assistants. Amend
RSA 326-B:27, I to read as follows:

I. The [board] office may issue a certificate of medication administration to a current LNA who:

(a) Has participated in and completed a board-approved medication administration education program;
(b) Has passed an examination approved by the board; and
(c) Has paid the certification fee.

8 Office of Professional Licensure and Certification; Telemedicine and Telehealth Services. Amend RSA
310:7, II to read as follows:

II. Individuals licensed, certified, or registered pursuant to RSA 137-F; RSA 151-A; RSA 315; RSA 316-A;
RSA 317-A; RSA 326-B; RSA 326-D; RSA 326-H; RSA 327; RSA 328-D; RSA 328-E; RSA 328-F; RSA 328-G;
RSA 329-B; RSA 330-A; RSA 330-C; RSA 327-A; RSA 329; RSA 326-B; RSA 318; [RSA-328-L} RSA 328-J;
or RSA 332-B may provide services through telemedicine or telehealth, provided the services rendered are
authorized by scope of practice. Nothing in this provision shall be construed to expand the scope of practice
for individuals regulated under this chapter.

9 Repeal. The following are repealed:

I. RSA 328-1, relative to the board of registration of medical technicians.

II. RSA 151:3-d, relative to verification of medical technician registration.

ITI. RSA 310:2, I1(jj), relative to the board of registration of medical technicians.

IV. RSA 326-B:3, IX-XI, relative to the board of nursing.

V. RSA 326-B:6, relative to collection and expenditure of funds.

VI. RSA 326-B:8, relative to fees and charges.

VII. RSA 326-B:21, relative to licensure by endorsement for licensed nursing assistants.

VIII. RSA 326-B:22, relative to license renewal.

IX. RSA 326-B:23, relative to license reinstatement.

10 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2024-0534h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill repeals the chapter on the board of registration of medical technicians. This bill further makes
changes to the nurse practice act.

Amendment to HB 1419-FN
(2024- 0391h)
Proposed by the Committee on Education - r
Amend RSA 189:75, II as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
II. For purposes of this subdivision, material is harmful to minors when:

(a) Taken as a whole, it predominantly appeals to the prurient, shameful, or morbid interest of minors;

(b) The material depicts or describes nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement, or sadomasochistic
abuse in a manner that is patently offensive to prevailing standards in the adult community with respect to
what is suitable for minors; and

(c) The material lacks serious literary, scientific, medical, artistic, or political value for minors.
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Amendment to HB 1589-FN
(2024- 0334h)
Proposed by the Committee on Judiciary - r
Amend RSA 490-1:1, T as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

I. At least one veterans court shall be established in one circuit court and superior court in each county
or district. In the court’s discretion, in counties or districts where participation may be low, or where other
administrative considerations may exist, a veterans court may be a track of an existing mental health court,
may be combined across different counties or districts, may utilize a virtual docket, or may employ such other
flexible measures as the court may determine appropriate in order to effectuate the objectives of this statute.
The veterans court shall adjudicate, depending on jurisdiction, misdemeanor and felony cases and monitor
treatment of veterans and active duty military members with mental illnesses, substance abuse issues, hous-
ing instability or homelessness, job instability or unemployment, or a combination of the aforementioned, in
an effort to help veterans avoid behavior that would otherwise result in criminal conduct. The chief justice of
the superior court and the administrative judge of the circuit court may issue administrative orders regarding
veterans courts over which they have administrative authority.

Amend RSA 490:1:1, V as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

V. There is established the veterans court coordinator position under the supervision of the treatment
courts coordinator within the administrative office of the courts. The coordinator shall, as appropriate, consult
with the chief justice of the superior court or their designee, the administrative judge of the circuit court or
their designee, an attorney representative of the state’s county attorneys, an attorney representative of the
New Hampshire public defender, an attorney representative of the attorney general’s office, and the veteran’s
justice outreach coordinator or the equivalent who is or was already involved with a New Hampshire veteran’s
behavioral health track program, to determine how best to design, implement and administer all aspects of
veterans courts, taking into account the specific treatment needs of veterans, sharable resources and reproduc-
ible designs of existing treatment courts, and the desired outcomes of a treatment court of this nature.
Amend RSA 490:1-2 as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

490-1:2 Definitions. In this subdivision:

I. “Guidelines” means, if available, research-based, specific, practitioner-focused veterans court guidance
published by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Admin-
istration, National Association of Drug Court Professionals, and other relevant state and federal agencies
and organizations.

II. “Coordinator” means the veterans court coordinator or designee within the administrative office of
the courts.

III. “Veteran” mean:

(a) A current or former member of the active or reserve components of the United States Army, United
States Navy, United States Air Force, United States Marine Corps, United States Space Force, or United
States Coast Guard,;

(b) A current or former member of the New Hampshire National Guard,

(c) A current or former contractor for the United States Department of Defense who served in a theater
of armed conflict; or

(d) A current or former military member of a foreign allied country.

IV. “Veterans court” means a veterans treatment court where any veteran, as defined in paragraph III
of this section, may be enrolled, should they meet the criteria for admission.

V. Military sexual trauma (MST) means sexual assault or sexual harassment experienced during military
service.

Amend RSA 490-1:3 as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

490-1:3 Eligibility.

A veteran may be eligible for veterans court if he or she has experienced military sexual trauma or has a
service-related mental condition, service-related traumatic brain injury, service-related substance use disorder,
or service-related psychological disorder.

Amend RSA 490-1:4 as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

490-1:4 Grant Program Created.

I. There is established a statewide veteran court grant program which shall provide state matching funds
as appropriated to support veteran courts in state superior court and circuit court districts as established herein.

I1. The veterans court coordinator or designee shall be responsible for developing an application process
by which counties may apply for a state grant for any operational aspect of a veterans court. Subject to ap-
proval of the chief justice of the supreme court or designee, the coordinator shall:

(a) Determine approval requirements of the New Hampshire veterans court checklists. Prior to ac-
cepting applications for grants, the approval checklists shall be posted on the judicial branch website. The
checklists shall be updated on the website as revisions are made.
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(b) Establish and periodically update guidelines for operating veteran courts.

(c) Develop draft policies and procedures including a participant handbook, program outline, and
implementation plan.

(d) Measure recidivism rates and other outcome measures.

(e) Evaluate compliance with relevant standards.

(f) Assist in creating veteran courts in counties seeking to implement or continue them.

(g) Assist counties in obtaining ongoing training.

Amend RSA 490-1:5 as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
490-1:5 Eligibility for Grants.

I. For the purpose of grants, each county shall be grouped into 3 categories: small, medium, and large,
based on the number of court filings in each district and subject to annual review by the chief justice of the
superior court and administrative judge of the circuit court. Coos, Carroll, and Sullivan counties shall initially
be categorized as small. Grafton, Belknap, and Cheshire counties shall initially be categorized as medium.
The districts of Hillsborough county superior court north and Hillsborough county superior court south, and
Strafford, Merrimack, and Rockingham counties shall initially be categorized as large. Subject to available
state appropriations, large counties and districts shall each be eligible for a grant of up to $245,000 per year;
medium counties shall each be eligible for a grant of up to $150,000 per year; and small counties shall each
be eligible for a grant of up to $100,000 per year. Grants shall be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis,
but shall not be retroactive. Counties may apply for grants during the year and grants may be prorated for
a portion of the year for the number of months the grant will be in effect for that year. Grants shall not be
prorated based on the amount of appropriation available. Any state veterans court grant program funds which
are not expended by a county at the end of the county’s fiscal year shall be returned to the judicial branch
administrative office of the courts for deposit in the state general fund.

I1. To be eligible for a state grant, a county operating a veterans court shall receive a recommendation
for approval from the coordinator’s office. Grants shall be paid by the administrative office of the courts fol-
lowing receipt of recommendations by the coordinator and final approval of the chief justice of the supreme
court. The coordinator shall determine how often approval shall be required and shall recommend subsequent
grants when the currently operating veterans court establishes compliance with the New Hampshire veterans
court approval checklist as promulgated by the coordinator.

ITI. A county shall make a good faith effort to apply for federal funding to provide as match funds to
supplement, but not supplant state funds, as and where required as a condition of those funds. A county need
only apply once.

IV. A county seeking to implement a veterans court may obtain a state grant for veterans court estab-
lishment, administration and operation after satisfying the conditions in paragraph III.

V. To obtain a state grant, a county shall:

(a) Submit a budget for the total cost of the program to the coordinator for review;

(b) Obtain draft policies and procedures from the coordinator, including a participant handbook or
program outline and implementation plan, which the county may amend and return to the coordinator for
consideration and approval;

(c) Obtain and complete veterans court or veteran offender program training as approved by the co-
ordinator; and

(d) Establish that the veterans court is cost effective.

(e) Based on the information provided in subparagraphs (a)-(d), the office shall recommend court
programming for final approval of the chief justice of the supreme court.

V. The judicial branch administrative office of the courts is authorized to expend from appropriated sums
the amounts necessary to fund the grants approved by the chief justice of the supreme court.

Amendment to HB 1666-FN
(2024- 0380h)
Proposed by the Committee on Legislative Administration - ¢
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 State Government; Lobbyists; Registration. Amend RSA 15:1, I to read as follows:

I. Any person who is employed for a consideration by any other person, except the state of New Hamp-
shire, in a representative capacity for the purposes specified in paragraph II of this section shall first register
as a lobbyist with the secretary of state through the secretary of state’s online lobbyist filing system.
Each registration shall report the existence of a relationship between a single client and either a single lob-
byist or a partnership, firm, or corporation with one or more partners, members, or employees of a firm acting
as lobbyist.

2 Lobbyist Statements; Filing Dates. Amend RSA 15:6, II to read as follows:

I1. Lobbyists shall electronlcally file statements no later than [f:he—}ast—‘v’\v‘edﬁes&a-y—o-f—each—e}a-mmyh

April; July,and-Oectober| January 31, May 31, and September 30, covering all fees received and expendi-
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tures, contributions, honorariums, or expense reimbursements made since the last required filing, from fees
received at any time from a lobbying client or employer or from funds otherwise provided by the lobbyist,
partnership, firm, or corporation, or from the client or employer.

3 Lobbyist Statements; Electronic Filing Requirement. Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 15:6, V
to read as follows:

V. The lobbyist statement shall be [in-the i ar 2 5 i ;
eleetronteform;-and] filed electronically with the secretary of state in a format that enables the sec-
retary of state to link all information regarding income and expenses, political contributions, and
honorariums or expense reimbursements submitted by an individual lobbyist under this section.

4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2027.

Amendment to HB 1677-FN
(2024- 0389h)
Proposed by the Committee on Education - r
Amend RSA 194-F:1, VI(b) as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

(b) A student who lives within the geographic boundaries of a public school or district, excluding
chartered public schools authorized by the state board of education pursuant to RSA 194-B:3-a, which has an
aggregate performance in the bottom 25 percent proficiency in the mathematics, reading and language arts,
or science statewide assessment administered pursuant to RSA 193-C in the first or second preceding year;

2024-0389h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill extends eligibility for the education freedom account program to students who participated in the
program in the preceeding year, students whose enrollment transfer requests were denied, and to students
in school districts which performed at 25 percent or below in statewide assessments.

Amendment to HB 1678-FN
(2024-0381h)
Proposed by the Committee on Education- ¢

Amend RSA 425:2-c as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
425:2-c New Hampshire Farm to School Pilot Program.

I. The department of agriculture, markets, and food shall establish a 2-year pilot program to use grants
to reimburse New Hampshire school administrative units for money spent to purchase food from New Hamp-
shire and New England producers. Only school districts participating in the National School Lunch Program
shall be eligible for reimbursement grants.

I1. The department shall administer an open grant request for applications (RFA) process, with the goal
of awarding funds to one applicant from each county in the state. A selection committee will be assembled
by the department of agriculture to review the received proposals and select those to be submitted for fund-
ing through the pilot program. The selection committee will be made up of 6 individuals qualified because
of their knowledge of New Hampshire agriculture, experience with school food service, school nutrition, or
farm-to-school processes, shall include one farmer or farmer representative, an expert on childhood nutrition,
and may include members from the university of New Hampshire cooperative extension, the department of
education, and the department of agriculture, markets, and food. If each county is not represented in the
application process, the selection committee may make a second award to another interested school or school
district in another county.

ITI. School district applications shall be scored based on criteria and the department shall ensure that the
recipients of grants represent a variety of school sizes, geographic locations, and socioeconomic backgrounds.
Awarded school districts shall participate both years of the pilot program. The department shall develop
guidelines for the implementation of the program. Such guidelines shall establish a formula for reimburse-
ment, including maximum and minimum reimbursement amounts, based on total student enrollment for each
school district. Reimbursement funds may be used to purchase food.

IV. Foods purchased under this program shall originate in New Hampshire. Food purchases by school
districts shall include food hub purchases, direct purchases from farms, and purchase through conventional
distributors. The place of origin shall be confirmed through self-attestation from the originating producer, or
any other means required by the federal government or the department of agriculture.

V. Eligible foods shall include dairy, fish, pork, beef, poultry, eggs, fruits, vegetables, cider, and maple
syrup. Processed dairy, minimally processed proteins, and minimally processed produce shall be included.

VI. Food may be served in the school breakfast, school lunch or fresh fruit and vegetable programs. School
districts making a claim for reimbursement shall submit a copy of the invoices for eligible purchases monthly.
Products shall be reimbursed at 33.3 percent. After year one of the grant period, all unspent funds will be
reallocated between schools in the pilot program to be expended in year 2 of the pilot program as prescribed
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by this section. In an event where participating school districts are unable to continue in year 2 of the pilot,
an additional RFA will be released for counties that are no longer represented in the program. At the end of
the pilot program, any unused funds shall lapse to the general fund.

VII. The department may contract with New Hampshire Farm to School to support program coordination
and management.

VIII. The department shall evaluate the pilot program utilizing objective measures including number
of schools served, number of districts served, number of total farms participating, number of organic and
sustainable farms participating, and other metrics as indicated by the selection committee. A report shall be
provided to the New Hampshire house of representatives environment and agriculture committee and the
education committee and the New Hampshire senate energy and natural resources committee and education
committee at the end of each fiscal year about the progress of the pilot program.

Amendment to HB 1696
(2024- 0237h)
Proposed by the Committee on Judiciary - r

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT relative to local records retention.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Local Records; Public Access. Amend RSA 5:35 to read as follows:

5:35 Local Records.

The director shall accept for storage in the state archives such local records as the municipal records board
established under RSA 33-A:4-a may require. The director shall designate, with the approval of the
municipal records board, a publicly accessible website for the retention and public access to local
electronic records.

2 Local Government Records Manager; Website Development. Amend RSA 5:49 II to read as follows:

I1. It shall be the responsibility of the local government records manager to advise the municipal re-
cords board concerning local government records policies and procedures, state services and financial support
needed to assist or advise local officials, regulations pertaining to local government [records;and-grants—for

oo PR P - - E-EAIN-BIA A A 3a X e o o - acs a3 ~ A,,
end RSA 5:49 by inserting after

CCO1d C PTOVCINC s,

3 New Paragraph; Duties of Local Government Records Manager. Am
paragraph II the following new paragraph:

III. The local government records manager, or if the role is not filled, the State Archivist, is
authorized to employ specialists in records management, archives, and administration, consultants
and or other specialists necessary to provide a publicly accessible website pursuant to RSA 5:35
and issue guidance for its proper use.

4 New Paragraph; Electronic Records. Amend RSA 33-A:5-a by inserting after paragraph II the following
new paragraph:

III. Electronic municipal records, including paper municipal records transferred to electronic
records in accordance with the provisions of RSA 33-A:5-a, I, may be stored on a publicly accessible
website designated by and, in accordance with, guidance issued by the state archivist. If electronic
municipal records are stored in this manner, no additional copy need be kept by the municipality
if the municipality provides the public at least one cost-free method of accessing the website.

5 Minutes and Records Available for Public Inspection. Amend RSA 91-A:4, IV(a) to read as follows:

IV.(a) Each public body or agency shall, upon request for any governmental record reasonably described,
make available for inspection and copying any such governmental record within its files when such records
are immediately available for such releasel:]or, if the record has been uploaded to the website in ac-
cordance with RSA 33-A:5-a III, provide the domain name of the website.

6 Appropriation. The sum of $150,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025 is hereby appropriated to
the secretary of state, division of archives and records management for the local government records manager
position at LG 21, creation, and maintenance of a publicly accessible website for the retention and public
access to local electronic records, and implementation of provisions of this act. To the extent the secretary
of state is unable to hire the local government records manager position, the funds allocated for the position
may be used to employ an outside consultant to perform the duties required. The governor is authorized to
draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

7 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

2024-0237h
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill funds and equips the local government record manager with online storage of records that are
available for public access.
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Amendment to HR 28
(2024- 0242h)
Proposed by the Committee on State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs - ¢
Amend the resolution by replacing the nineteenth paragraph after the title with the following:

Whereas, Saint-Gobain did not notify our department of environmental services that they had installed a
bypass system on their filtration stacks which was recently used when the stacks failed which resulted in 2
pounds of PFAS chemicals being released directly into our air; and
Amend the resolution by replacing all after the resolving clause with the following:

That those who have been injured by PFAS exposure are monitored and compensated by Saint Gobain for
treatment to address PFAS related injuries;

That the burden of the PFAS contamination removal from the affected communities, including the soils,
water resources and infrastructure, the manufacturing facility, and all related materials, will be the sole
responsibility of Saint Gobain and that residents of New Hampshire are not held responsible for any reme-
diation costs;

That the Saint Gobain facility is closed under the supervision of the strictest removal protocol leaving no
trace of any of the chemicals in any affected community, infrastructure, and geographical area;

That efforts shall be made to ensure that the Saint-Gobain site does not remain an ongoing hazard to the
town of Merrimack, the surrounding affected communities, and the rest of the region; and

That copies of this resolution be transmitted by the house clerk to the President of the United States, the
President of France, the relevant offices of the United States Department of Justice and Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the New Hampshire department of justice, the New Hampshire department of environmental
services, and all members of the New Hampshire congressional delegation.



