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HOUSE CALENDAR

A MESSAGE FROM THE SPEAKER

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE:

The House will meet in session on
Thursday, January 29 and February 5, at
10:00 a.m.

Please note there will be no
legislative business conducted on Tuesday, January 27, the day of New
Hampshire’s first-in-the-nation primary. 
All legislative and executive branch offices will be closed on
Monday,
February 16, in observance of President’s Day. 
The House will take a break from legislative activity
from February 23
to 27.

Chairmen and Vice Chairmen will
meet on Wednesday, January 28, at 9:00
a.m. in Room 201 LOB

NOTICE
There will be a Democratic Caucus on Thursday, January 29  at 9:00 a.m. in Rooms 306-308 of the Legislative Office Building.
                                                                                  Rep.
Peter H. Burling, Democratic Leader
 

NOTICE
Governor Craig Benson cordially
invites all members and staff to attend his NH State of the State Address
on
Thursday, January 29 at 7:00 p.m.  It will be held at the Silver Cultural Arts
Center at Plymouth State
University, Main and Court Streets in Plymouth.  There will be a reception before the address
beginning at
6:00 p.m.  Please RSVP to
271-2121.

                                                                                    Gene
G. Chandler, Speaker

 

Shuttle Service
For the convenience of the
members during the winter months I have again instituted a shuttle service from
the Storrs Street parking garage to the State House complex.  I am pleased to inform you that the van, on
loan from the Department of Transportation, operates on an alternative fuel,
LNG (liquid natural gas).
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The
shuttle will operate Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 8:00 to
10:00 a.m. and again
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. or until session is over.  The van
will drop off and pick up on North State Street
between the State House
and LOB. 
If you have any questions or need any assistance please feel free to
call my office or Protective Services at 271-3321.
                                                                        Gene
G. Chandler, Speaker

 

NOTICE
LEGISLATIVE ETHICS COMMITTEE

All
legislators and legislative officers are required to complete and file the
annual "Financial Disclosure
Form" with the Office of the Secretary
of State no later than January 31,
2004.  A copy of the form has been
sent
to each member of the House.
                                                                        Rep.
Shawn N. Jasper, Chairman
                                                                        Legislative
Ethics Committee

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29
CONSENT CALENDAR

CHILDREN
AND FAMILY LAW
HB 1144, establishing a committee to study banning alcohol sales at
 youth and family-oriented community events. 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Karen K. McRae for Children
 and Family Law: The committee voted to ITL this study committee because the New
Hampshire Liquor Commission is taking a pro-active position in enforcement and
in the education of alcohol servers. 
The New
Hampshire Lodging and Restaurant Association is committed to a
 public/private partnership to make certain that liquor is
served appropriately
at youth and family-oriented community events. 
 Therefore, because all parties are working to improve
communications and
 performance in this sensitive area, the committee felt that a study committee
 was unnecessary at this
time.   Vote 13-0.
HB 1169, relative to child support calculations based on one-time
 or irregular income.   OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT
Rep. Margaret D. Hallyburton for
Children and Family Law: This bill allows the court necessary discretion in its
handling of
one-time or irregular income in the calculation of child
support.  All testimony was in support
of the bill, and the amendment
makes the bill effective on passage.  Vote
13-0.
HB 1212, relative to the circumstances under which a juvenile may
be committed to the youth development center until the age
of 18.  OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
Rep. Mary Stuart Gile for
 Children and Family Law: In 2002 the General Court enacted legislation to
 permit a juvenile
committed to the Youth Development Center to remain committed
beyond the juvenile’s 17th birthday following a motion and
determination by the
 court that the juvenile would benefit from additional supervision and
 services.   This bill, as amended,
affirms the legislature’s intent that the motion must be filed by DHHS within
90 days prior to the juvenile’s birthday. 
Because
this bill simply clarifies existing law, it has no fiscal
impact.  Vote 11-0.
HB 1332, relative to child support in cases of shared custody.  INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Mary Stuart Gile for
 Children and Family Law: The committee appreciates the sponsor’s interest in
 presenting an
important issue in cases of shared physical custody and proposing
that child support decisions be adjusted based on the amount
of time that the child
spends with the obligor’s parent.  This
issue is already under study in the Commission on Child Support,
so the
committee decided to wait for the commissioner’s report before further
consideration of this matter.  Vote 
14-0.
HR 22, relative to fathers' rights.  INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Karen K. McRae for Children
and Family Law: The committee voted inexpedient because the issue of fathers’
 rights is
actively being studied by the Commission on the Status of Men as well
as other groups concerned with the father’s role in the
life of children.  With regard to child support and visitation,
the committee has other bills which can be used to address these
matters.   Vote
11-1.

COMMERCE
HB 1145,
prohibiting commercial faxes.  INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Leo W. Fraser, Jr. for Commerce: In 1991 Congress
adopted the Telephone Consumer Protection Act (TCPA).  The act was
designed to provide some protection against
unsolicited telemarketing calls, automated and pre-recorded phone calls and
unsolicited facsimile advertising. The latter portion (facsimile advertising)
was addressed by the Federal Communications
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Commission (FCC) in 1992 by (A)
Prohibiting unsolicited advertisements being sent by FAX machines (B) Defining
“unsolicited
advertisements” (C) Requiring the sender to identify themselves to
recipients and (D) Setting penalties from $500 to $1500 per
violation for
private rights of action and up to $11,000 per violation for FCC billed
fines.  No one appeared before the
committee
either in favor of or opposed to the legislation.  Vote
12-0.
HB 1204-FN-A,
establishing an historic homeownership mortgage credit program.  INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Paul D. Spiess for Commerce: This bill would
establish a tax credit program to promote and support the restoration and
rehabilitation of designated historic properties.  The sponsor requested that the bill be withdrawn.  Consequently the committee
recommends ITL.  Vote
12-0.
HB 1268, relative to bank reserve and lending procedures.  INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Paul D. Spiess for Commerce:
The intent of this bill as originally drafted, and subsequently amended by the
sponsor, is to
prohibit banks from making loans unless the deposits of the bank
(demand, time and savings) are 100% secured by cash.  This
would have the practical effect of putting banks out of the
lending business, as the only funds available to fund loans would be
original
capital, surplus or retained earnings and borrowed funds.  This would have a catastrophic affect on the
credit markets. 
Banks are required by
federal and state law to maintain adequate capital to protect against
unanticipated losses, adequate cash
reserves to meet the liquidity and
transaction needs of its customers, and loan loss reserves to protect against
the risks of loss. 
These reserves are
monitored by regulators on a regular basis, and each bank receives a full
safety and soundness examination
every eighteen months.  Vote
12-0.
HB
1287, establishing a study committee to review insurance statutes and rules
to assure conformity with the mission
statement published by the insurance
department.  INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Paul D. Spiess for Commerce:
The stated purpose of this bill is to create a study committee to determine if
existing statutes
and rules pertaining to insurance are in conformity with the
“missions statement” of the insurance department.  In public
testimony we learned that the “mission statement” is an
internally generated document developed by the staff as a result of a
“management by objectives” exercise.  As
such, it has no statutory or official standing.  It should be noted that the department
could only exercise those
powers which the legislature establishes. 
The committee believes that there is no valid purpose for
pursuing this
study.  Vote 12-0.
HB 1382, relative
to liens filed with public servants.  INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Leo W. Fraser, Jr. for Commerce: The original bill as
introduced would have required a judicial proceeding that must ensue
before a
lien could be filed.  The sponsor
offered an amendment that, if adopted, would have restrained the Secretary of
State,
town clerk or any city clerk from accepting or recording any federal
liens unless it is as a result of an enforceable federal court
order, and
unless it complies with Part 2, Article 87 of the New Hampshire
Constitution.  The committee understood
the entire
basis of this proposed legislation was to disallow the Internal
Revenue Service from establishing
liens unless and until the issue
had been adjudicated.  Vote
11-1.

CRIMINAL
JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY
HB 1195-FN, increasing the penalty assessment on fines imposed by
the courts.  INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. John E. Tholl, Jr. for
Criminal Justice and Public Safety: This bill was filed with the intent to
assure adequate funds for
law enforcement training.  Since the bill was filed circumstances have arisen that would
make HB 1195 moot.  Vote  15-0.
HB 1414, establishing a commission to study issues regarding the
women's prison facility.  OUGHT TO PASS
Rep. Karl I. Gilbert for Criminal
Justice and Public Safety: HB 1414 establishes a commission to study issues
regarding the
women’s prison facility. 
  It will be comprised of legislative members, representatives on the
 Department of Corrections and
Transportation, and an appointee of the Governor.   The members will have expertise relative to
 the subject matter.   This
commission is
established to study the adequacy of the current women’s facility in Goffstown
and make recommendations on
whether to renew the current lease and further, to
investigate the feasibility of renovating a state-owned building as a women’s
facility or some other alternative to the current facility in Goffstown.  Vote  13-0.

FISH
AND GAME
HB 1288-FN, reducing the membership of the fish and game
commission.  INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Robert J. Laflam for Fish
and Game: The committee saw no merit in the bill.  There was no evidence provided to show that
it was
necessary.  No one testified in favor.  Vote  17-0.
HB 1327-FN, relative to allowing persons to be bonded for search
and rescue costs in hiking and climbing in New Hampshire. 
INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Mary J. Gorman for Fish and
 Game: The majority of the committee felt most hikers and climbers are
 responsible
individuals.  Those who
become stranded do so because of inexperience or lack of knowledge.  Their intent is to enjoy the sport
and not
 place themselves in a life and threatening situation.   Bonding hikers seemed to be a paperwork and enforcement
nightmare.  Therefore, the bill is
unnecessary.  Vote  16-1.
HB 1334, relative to retention of records of fish and game law
violations by the fish and game department. 
OUGHT TO PASS
Rep. David S. Woodward for Fish
and Game: The passage of this bill will allow violations of New Hampshire Fish
and Game
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Laws to be purged from the 
  record after seven years.   This
 is consistent with other similar violations in the state of New
Hampshire.  There was no opposition to this bill and
Fish and Game thought it would save them money.  Vote  16-1.

HEALTH,
HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS
HB 1192, relative to psychotropic drug recommendations by public
employees.  INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. James R. MacKay for Health,
Human Services and Elderly Affairs: New Hampshire has been cited by the Federal
Drug
Enforcement agency, as the state with the highest per capita use of
various types of psychostimulants. Ritalin use has been a
matter of concern for
many particularly as it has been used by school children to help manage
behavior problems.  Legislators
have
filed considerable legislation over recent years indicating their concern.  Very recently the newly appointed
Commissioner
of Health and Human Services has appointed an Advisory Committee
 regarding the use of Psychostimulants. This is a 19
member committee. The
committee has broad membership including a representative from the legislature
and the Governor’s
Office.  The
committee on Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs looks forward to the
findings of this group to enlighten
them as to what legislative action should
 be taken.   This bill specifically
 requires that “Any employee of state or local
governments or any political
subdivision thereof, who, in the performance of his or her official duties,
recommends to a parent
that his or her minor child receive psychotropic medication
shall also disclose the potential side effects of such medication.” The
committee believes that unless a public employee has appropriate training and
licensing, they should not be making suggestions
as to use of medications or
medical care.  Therefore, it is also
logical that public employees should not be providing medication
side
effects.  Vote  15-0.
HB 1234, establishing a study committee to examine ways to prevent
 and address homelessness in New Hampshire. 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Sandra Harris for Health,
Human Services and Elderly Affairs:  As
part of the White House Domestic Policy Council, the
goal of the NH State
Interagency Council on Homelessness is to develop and implement a comprehensive
national approach to
end homelessness in the US.  The sponsor asked the committee to find this bill Inexpedient to
Legislate since he wishes to form
an ad hoc committee to study the homelessness
in New Hampshire as part of the work of the Interagency Council, of which he is
a member.  Vote  13-0.
HB 1266, relative to the long-term care ombudsman.  OUGHT
TO PASS
Rep. James R. MacKay for Health,
Human Services and Elderly Affairs: This bill essentially is a rewrite and
update of the law
pertaining to the Office of the Long-Term Ombudsman. This
office is a program established by the Federal Older Americans Act,
which
generally provides financial support for its operation.  The bill emphasizes the autonomy of this
office, which is essential
to its proper functioning.  The office is now administratively attached to the Department of
Health and Human Services.  There
is no
current intention to change that arrangement. However, the bill does allow for
a transfer outside the department in the
future if needed.  This legislation also uses the term resident
throughout instead of patient or client and incorporates gender
neutral
language.  This bill brings the New
Hampshire statute into congruency with federal statute.  In addition, it specifically
identifies the
 office of the Long Term Care Ombudsman as distinguished from the Ombudsman
Office of the Department of
Health and Human Services.  Vote  14-0.
HB 1290,
 establishing a time limit on the receipt of Temporary Assistance for Needy
 Families.   OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT
Rep. James R. MacKay for Health, Human Services and
Elderly Affairs: This bill provoked considerable concern and discussion. 
Three legislators spoke in favor of the
bill. Ten individuals representing a variety of organizations spoke against it.  The DHHS
took a neutral position.  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families is
probably best known as the Welfare to Work Program. 
The general consensus is that this is a much needed and
 significant operation. TANF is now continuing to operate on a
continuing resolution.
Hopefully, Congress will vote to reauthorize TANF. Since this is an important
subject, the committee felt
that it should be studied to review some of the
 recommendations contained in the bill and to make suggestions for NH
legislative changes when TANF is reauthorized. The committee voted unanimously
 to support the amendment authorizing
further study on this complex matter.  Vote  14-0.
HB 1294, establishing a committee to study the effect of the
federal reauthorization of the Temporary Aid to Needy Families
Program and its
effect on the state of New Hampshire.  INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Janeen Dalrymple for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs: Although the sponsor was concerned that TANF may
be discontinued, at this time TANF is operating on a continuing resolution and will continue until TANF is reauthorized by
congress.  Therefore consistent with the recommendation
of DHHS a study of the TANF program is not needed. The Health,
Human Services
and Elderly Affairs Committee will send a copy of this document to the NH
Congressional Delegation asking
for their support of TANF reauthorization.   All members of Health, Human Services and
 Elderly Affairs support the
continuation of the TANF program in NH. At this
time, this bill is completely unnecessary. 
Vote  14-0.
HB 1322, relative to the rules for the operation and regulation of
 supported residential care facilities.   INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE
Rep. Sandra C. Harris for Health,
Human Services and Elderly Affairs: At a full committee hearing the prime
sponsor requested
that the bill be killed. 
Since this legislation was first requested, action has been taken and
this bill would be redundant to rules
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being addressed through administration of
the Department of Health and Human Services. 
Further legislation on this matter
is no longer needed.  Vote  14-0.
HB 1323, relative to the rules for the operation and regulation of
residential care facilities.  INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. James R. MacKay for Health,
Human Services and Elderly Affairs: This bill and HB 1322 were introduced to
encourage the
DHHS to proceed with the writing of administrative rules,
pertaining to health care facilities. Legislation was recently passed
requiring
the DHHS to write separate rules for the several types of health care services
and discontinue the writing of omnibus
rules. In response, NH ARCH (Home Care
 Association of NH) has submitted to DHHS proposed revisions of 804/805
regulations.  These rules are currently
being drafted. In addition, the committee in a bill acted on very recently,
gave specific
advice on personal safety issues. The committee is satisfied that
the rule making process is progressing. DHHS is responsive to
legislative
 concern about past slowness in producing rules.   The Commissioner of DHHS is clear that he will only authorize
administrative rules that are based on clear legislative intent. The long
impasse of legislative rules expiring without new rules
being adopted appears
to be ending. Therefore, this bill has served a good purpose and is not now
needed.  Vote  14-0.
HB 1397, relative to youth suicide prevention.  OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
Rep. Janeen Dalrymple for Health,
Human Services and Elderly Affairs: This bill expands the duties of the Health
Education
Review Committee to include specific consideration of youth suicide
 prevention initiatives.   It is suggested
 an additional
committee member include a school guidance counselor.  Vote  13-0.

JUDICIARY
CACR 23, relating to oaths of civil officers.   Providing that all officers, department
heads in the executive branch, and town
officers shall take an oath before
executing the duties of their office.  INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Alf E. Jacobson for
Judiciary:  The committee view is that
there were no urgent reasons to put this CACR to the people. 
Statutory law already requires those persons
not constitutionally listed, such as selectmen and school board members, to
take
the oath of office.  Vote 
11-2.
HB 1154, relative to the Hanover-Lebanon district court and the
Plymouth-Lincoln district court.   OUGHT TO PASS
Rep. Robert H. Rowe for
Judiciary: The small town of Dorchester (350 citizens) requested that it be
removed from the Plymouth-
Lincoln District Court District and be incorporated
 in the Hanover-Lebanon District Court. 
  This will allow the town to be
served by the Lebanon District Court
 rather than the Plymouth District Court. 
 The committee believes that the citizens of
Dorchester will be best
 served by this transfer.   The town is
 currently served by the rescue services from Canaan and is
negotiating with
Canaan to assume police duties in Dorchester. 
Canaan is already affiliated with the Lebanon District Court. 
The change in jurisdiction was requested by
the town and the judiciary branch concurs with the request.   Vote
12-0.
HB 1206, establishing a committee to study the appropriateness of
designating corporations as legal persons. 
INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE    
Rep. Gregory M. Sorg for
Judiciary: This bill would establish a committee to study whether to withdraw
from corporations their
status as legal persons, by means of which they
acquire, like natural persons, the benefits and protection of relevant parts of
the
federal and New Hampshire Bills of Rights. 
The committee concluded that many of the specific issues raised by the
sponsor and
supporting witnesses implicated the commerce, contracts and
supremacy clauses of the federal constitution that no enactment of
the New
Hampshire Legislature could affect. 
Moreover, the direction to which the study sought by the bill appears
aimed is
towards the theoretical, social and economic underpinnings of the
 entire capitalist system.   This was not
 considered an
appropriate subject for the use of the Legislature’s time and
resources.  Vote  18-0.
HB
1238-FN, requiring interpreters for persons with limited English
proficiency in court and administrative proceedings. 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Tony F. Soltani for Judiciary:
This is a well-intentioned bill. 
Presently, under the mandates of federal and state
Constitutions, a
criminal defendant is entitled to the assistance of an interpreter so as to
enable the defendant to understand
the proceedings, participate in the
proceedings and to meaningfully assist in their own defense.  This bill would expand this
right to all
civil and administrative matters, at state, court, or municipal expense. This
bill is too expansive and too complex and
could be very expensive to
implement.  The state already expends
approximately $400,000 annually for English interpreters as
pre-trial and trial
costs.  The several subjects raised
should be studied independently, and individually.  Vote 13-0.
HB 1247-FN, relative to a statewide law library network.  REFER
FOR INTERIM STUDY
Rep. Peter E. Franklin for
Judiciary: This bill would establish a statewide law library network for the
benefit of the public,
particularly pro se litigants.  The committee needs to determine such matters as the basic
contents of each library (both print
and electronic), the training of
 librarians, the locations of libraries, any 28-a issues, and whatever else may
 be needed to
establish the network.   Vote 13-0.
HB 1381, relative to the rights of citizens.  INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE
Rep. James E. Wheeler for
Judiciary: No one on the committee can understand this bill or its
purpose.  However, it appears that
if
this bill were passed people could elect not to get drivers licenses, hunting
licenses, pay tax or a host of other things that could
constitute “compelled
 performance” mandated by the government. 
  With that quagmire of possibilities the committee
unanimously voted this
legislation Inexpedient to Legislate.   Vote 13-0.
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HB 1383, relative to full faith and credit in judicial
proceedings.  INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Gregory M. Sorg for
Judiciary: This bill would create a new chapter of the statutes, RSA 524-B,
that would establish rules
for registering and recognizing the decisions of the
highest courts of sister states under the Full Faith and Credit clause of the
federal constitution. It was the view of the committee that the testimony at
 the hearing indicated a fundamental
misunderstanding of the scope of that
clause, which undermined both the purpose of and necessity for this bill.  The sponsors
believed that any such decision
automatically acquired standing as binding precedent, required to be enforced
in all other states
against all other persons. 
In fact, Full Faith and Credit jurisprudence seems clear that such a
precedent is binding only in the
state in which it was rendered, unless changed
subsequently by statute or a superceding decision.   What the Full Faith and
Credit clause accomplishes is to make the
 result of that particular case binding upon the specific parties to the
 litigation,
enforceable against them -- and no one else -- in any other state
that may later acquire jurisdiction over them.   Vote 18-0.
HB 1384, relative to challenges to statutes.  INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Harry M. Haytayan, Jr. for
Judiciary: This bill would allow state laws to be challenged by the preparation
of an affidavit. 
If passed, it would
create disruption in the enforcement of state law and would lead to unintended
consequences.  The current
system for
challenging state statutes has worked efficiently and continues to do so.  Vote
18-0.

PUBLIC
WORKS AND HIGHWAYS
HB 1140, relative to the disposal of surplus real estate.  INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Chris S. Malloy for Public
Works and Highways:  A working system is
already in place to deal with surplus real estate.  
RSA 4:40 addresses the disposal of surplus property.  Many of these land parcels were purchased
for construction of highway
projects. 
If we sell properties for $1.00 the State would be liable to return all
federal funds used for the original purchase of the
property.  Any surplus land should be sold so that the
funds received could be used for the intended purpose of improving the
highway
system.  Vote 13-0.
HB 1196-FN-A-LOCAL, relative to leasing a certain parcel of
state-owned property to the town of Hopkinton. 
INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Mark E. McConkey for Public
Works and Highways: Action on this bill is no longer necessary.  The Town of Hopkinton has
an agreement to
purchase a certain parcel of state owned property for the construction of
athletic fields.  Vote  13-0.
HB 1197-FN-A-L, relative to selling a certain parcel of state-owned
property to the town of Hopkinton.  INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE
Rep. Mark E. McConkey for Public Works and Highways: Action on this bill is no longer necessary.  The Town of Hopkinton has
an agreement to
purchase a certain parcel of state owned property for the construction of athletic
fields.  Vote 13-0.
HB 1354-FN, relative to certain tolls on the Everett Turnpike.  INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Saghir A. Tahir for Public
Works and Highways: The sponsor of this bill recommended that this bill should
be Inexpedient
to Legislate.  The
committee agreed.  Vote 13-0.

RESOURCES,
RECREATION AND DEVELOPMENT
HB 1186-FN, relative to registration stickers issued to
 nonresidents operating snowmobiles in New Hampshire. 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Henry A. L. Parkhurst for
Resources, Recreation and Development: This bill would have required
out-of-state owners to
pay an additional fee to register their
snowmobiles.  Realizing this may not be
the appropriate way to go the committee and the
sponsor have agreed on the ITL
recommendation.  Vote  13-0.
HB 1273, relative to the use of trails managed by OHRV clubs.  INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Dennis H. Fields for
Resources, Recreation and Development: The Attorney General determined this
 bill as introduced
could be in conflict with state liability laws regarding
OHRVs trails.  Sponsor requested to ITL
the bill.  Vote  11-2.

STATE
FEDERAL RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS
HB 1207-FN-A, relative to an Operation
Iraqi Freedom service bonus payment.   OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
Rep. James Headd for
State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs: This bill establishes a bonus
payment of $300.00 for NH
Veterans who served in active duty during the Global
War on Terrorism and who earned the expeditionary medal provided they
were
discharged under honorable conditions. 
 The effective date of this program was 9/11/01 and with a terminal date
 to be
determined.  This bonus program is
in keeping with the traditions of prior awards to our servicemen.  Vote  13-0.
HB 1378-FN-A, relative to New Hampshire
service medals for veterans of World War II, the Korean Conflict, and the
Vietnam
Conflict and making an appropriation therefor.  OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
Rep. Barbara Shaw for
 State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs: In order to duly recognize the
 contributions of New
Hampshire residents in service to their country, this bill
establishes New Hampshire Service Medals for veterans of World War
II, the
Korean War, and the Vietnam War who were residents of New Hampshire at the time
of their entrance into military
service. 
Vote 13-0.
HR 20, supporting Taiwan's participation in the World Health
Organization.  OUGHT TO PASS
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Rep. Richard A. McCann for
State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs: Whereas Taiwan has enjoyed a
cross collaboration
with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and a willingness
 to assist financially and technically in international health
activities
supported by World Health Organization, the committee voted unanimously to
support this House Resolution.  Vote
12-0.
HR 23, urging the President and Congress to amend federal selective
 service and immigration laws to grant the right of
citizenship to all
immigrants honorably discharged from United States military service.  OUGHT
TO PASS
Rep. Cynthia P. Sweeney for
State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs: The committee believes that after
honorable service
in the United States Armed Forces an immigrant veteran
deserves the full benefits of citizenship as soon as possible.  Vote  11-
2.

TRANSPORTATION
HB 1139, relative to vehicles stopping in travel lanes.  INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Brenda L. Ferland for
Transportation: This bill was about vehicles stopping in travel lanes and upon
departing a vehicle
without first activating the emergency lights.  The prime sponsor was the only speaker who
related one incident where a vehicle
hit a truck that was parked in or near the
 travel lane.   The committee felt that
 there are enough laws to cover standing,
disabled, or parked vehicles without
enacting this one.  Vote  11-0.
HB 1259, relative to the medical certification required for a
walking disability plate or placard.  OUGHT TO PASS
Rep. Brenda L. Ferland for
Transportation: Passage of this bill will give a licensed podiatrist the
ability to issue a certification
for someone to apply for the walking
disability placard or plate.  Under
current law, physicians are the only ones allowed to do
this.  But upon testimony given it was learned that
some people go to a podiatrist and have surgery done and do not go to their
regular doctors.  This would lessen the
burden on the patient.  The only
opposition was concern of opening the door for other
medical people.  Nothing in this legislation does that.  Vote  11-0.

WAYS
AND MEANS
CACR 20, relating to the conservation of the gravel and water
resources of the state.   Providing that
the general court may
provide for special assessments, rates and taxes on
gravel and water extracted from the resources of the state.  INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Susan W. Almy for Ways and
 Means: The sponsors of this amendment have the laudable goal of protecting our
 water
resources for the future. 
However, they have not yet worked out a plan on how to use the resulting
constitutional language, if
passed by the people.  When the timber tax language was entered into our constitution,
there was a clear plan and justification
available for us and other citizens to judge.  The constitution should only be amended
after full consideration of the practical
consequences as well as the
goal.  Vote 14-0.
CACR
21, relating to state education property tax exemption for certain disabled
veterans.  Providing that veterans with
certain service connected disabilities shall be exempt from the state education
property tax.  INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Kurt J. Roessner for Ways and
Means: The sponsor of this CACR requested that it be designated inexpedient to
legislate
since its subject matter would be included in HB 1370. Vote 18-0.
HB 1168, establishing a committee to study the effects of the
current business tax structure on New Hampshire's economy. 
INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Kurt J. Roessner for Ways
 and Means: The subject matter of this bill is included in two other interim
 studies being
recommended for HB 1387 and HB 1388.  Vote 15-0.
HB 1213-FN-L,
 exempting persons age 70 and older from the state and local education portion
 of property taxes. 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Tom F. McCormick for Ways and Means: The committee
agrees the subject matter of this bill warrants further study and
will be
including it in a comprehensive study of all local and state property tax
relief proposals.  The comprehensive
study is
included in HB 1370.  Vote 
18-0.
HB 1311-FN, relative to the insurance premium tax.  OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
Rep. David W. Hess for Ways and
Means: As introduced, this bill would have decreased the insurance premium tax
resulting in
a significant reduction in general fund revenue.   During the hearing, however, representatives
 of both the Insurance
Department and the private insurance industry asked for
 the opportunity to conduct an exhaustive study of the potential
economic
development opportunities which could accrue to the state if this tax were
reduced.  The private sector offered to
pay
the entire cost of such a study. 
 Since such a study could not be conducted, completed, digested by the
committee, and acted
upon responsibly during the session, the Ways and Means
 Committee voted unanimously to establish a statutory study
committee to receive
and consider such a report and to make recommendations based upon the findings.  Vote  15-0.
HB 1344-FN-A, allowing a deduction against the business profits tax
 for employer-paid health insurance premiums. 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. David W. Hess for Ways and
Means: The purpose and intended effect of this bill was unclear.   Employer-based health
insurance premiums are
already allowed as a deduction to businesses in calculating the amount of
business profits tax they
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owe.   They
 aren’t currently considered in calculating the business enterprise tax and this
 bill would not change that. 
Consequently this bill is redundant and unnecessary.  Vote
15-0.
HB 1356-FN-A-L, assessing a fee on water withdrawn for commercial
bottling purposes from water supply sources in the state. 
INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Russell F. Ingram for Ways
and Means: This bill would impose a $.05 per gallon fee for water withdrawal
from a source in
New Hampshire for the purpose of commercial bottling as a
business.  There was some concern as to
whether this fee could be
considered a new tax and unconstitutional.  It was felt that this bill would put
existing bottling plants at a disadvantage to out-
of-state competitors and also
discourage the expansion of their present volume.  Any new bottling plant would have to pay the
$0.5 per gallon from
the first gallon.  This would discourage
any new competition.  There is presently
a committee under SB 155
to study this and other concerns relative to water and
it is to submit its report by November 30, 2004.  This bill precludes this
study and we should wait for the study
committee report to help us on a decision at some future time.  Vote
14-0.
HB 1370, establishing a committee to study property tax relief for
low-income and elderly persons.  OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT
Rep. Jeffrey D. Gilbert for Ways
and Means: This chapter study bill will establish a committee of five
representatives and five
senators to undertake an exhaustive study of all
 existing state and local property tax relief programs and to entertain and
evaluate proposals to modify them.  The
committee believes that this study is particularly timely in light of the
success in 2003
of the new statewide property tax relief program targeted at
 certain low-income property owners and recently enacted
significant changes to
the statewide property tax.  In contrast
to prior years, in 2003 there was an increase of 700% in the use of
the
existing program.  The committee expects
that the study may result in recommendations to enhance this success and better
integrate the many present state and local forms of credits, abatements,
exemptions and reimbursements.  Vote 
18-0.
HB 1387-FN-A,
reducing the rate of the business enterprise tax.  REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY
Rep. Robert J. Giuda for Ways and Means: This bill would
reduce the rate of the Business Enterprise Tax from 0.75 to 0.25
percent over a
five year period.  The sponsor’s goal is
to create a better business environment and reward risk taking and spur
economic growth.  This bill has
significant revenue implications and the committee felt this bill should be
sent to interim study
to fully analyze the concept.  Vote  15-0.
HB 1388-FN-A, reducing the rate of the business profits tax.  REFER
FOR INTERIM STUDY
Rep. Daniel M. Hughes for Ways
and Means: This bill would reduce the rate of the business profits tax to 4%
over a five-year
period.  The sponsors
goal is to create a better business environment and reward risk taking and spur
economic growth.  This
bill has
significant revenue implications and the committee felt the bill should be sent
to interim study to more fully analyze
this concept.  Vote  15-0.
HB 1402-FN-A, requiring a discount to wholesalers on cash purchases
 of tobacco tax stamps.   REFER FOR INTERIM
STUDY
Rep. David W. Hess for Ways and
Means: On its initial vote on this bill, half 
of the Ways and Means Committee felt we could
not afford the reductions
in revenue which would result from allowing this discount.  The other half of the committee felt that it
was fundamentally unfair to have tobacco wholesalers, who place the stamps on
 the tobacco packages, essentially collect the
tobacco tax without receiving
some compensation for that effort.  Upon
further reflection, the committee decided to study this
issue further during
interim study.  Vote 12-2.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29
REGULAR CALENDAR

CHILDREN
AND FAMILY LAW
HB 1275-FN-A, relative to the role of the department of health and
 human services in juvenile proceedings.   OUGHT TO
PASS
Rep. Margaret D. Hallyburton for
Children and Family Law: While the department has standing in these cases now,
they are
sometimes overlooked on distribution of pleadings and notices.  This bill will ensure that the department is
a full party to the
case.  The bill does
not impose new duties on the department. 
Vote 11-2.

ENVIRONMENT
AND AGRICULTURE
HB
1285, restricting owners of land in current use and land acquired with
public funds from posting for no hunting. 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Peter H. Allen for Environment
and Agriculture: Overwhelming testimony, representing many viewpoints, opposed
this
bill as not in the public interest and not workable.  If there is thought of this type of
legislative initiative it would be best to
start over  Vote 11-2.

HEALTH,
HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS
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HB 1157, establishing a committee to study the feasibility of
 implementing model legislation on medical resident work hour
restrictions.  MAJORITY:  INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE.  MINORITY:  OUGHT TO PASS.
Rep. Peter L. Batula for the Majority of Health, Human Services and
Elderly Affairs: This was a bill with good intentions to
implement model
legislation dealing with the restriction of working hours in the medical
field.  The committee recognizes that
in
the past medical personnel were required to work hours beyond the safety point
of good medical care.  We had
professional
testimony from a Dartmouth physician and a Concord Hospital
physician that corrective measures have been taken through
federal legislation
that now puts restrictions on medical personnel hours worked.  In the opinion of these professional medical
personnel passage of this bill is unneeded and redundant.   The prime sponsor agrees that the concerns
of this bill should be
incorporated into a current commission that is studying
 methods of reducing medical errors, many possibly caused by
overworked medical
personnel and related matters.   The
 chairman of the medical errors study committee has also agreed to
incorporate
the concerns of this bills sponsor into their studies.  The Health Committee overwhelmingly agreed
that this bill is
redundant and is unnecessary since all the matters are either
already dealt with under federal guidelines or will be addressed
in a current
and ongoing health committee.  Vote 
12-2.
Rep. Hilda W. Sokol for the Minority
of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs: Although the sponsor of this
bill agreed to
put the bill under the rubric of the Medical Errors Commission
(Department of Health and Human Services) we believe that the
intent of HB 1157
goes beyond medical errors only some of which may be attributed to excessive
working hours.  The ability to
learn and
absorb information is reduced where mind and body are physically
exhausted.  Medical residency programs
are an
extension of medical education, and not all hospitals adhere to the
guidelines established by the Accreditation Council of
Graduate Medical
Education.
HB 1170, establishing a committee to study access to medical
records of persons with highly communicable diseases.  OUGHT
TO PASS
Rep. Pamela Price for Health,
Human Services and Elderly Affairs: The intent of this bill is to study access
to medical records of
persons with highly communicable diseases.  There are ways to access medical records
currently. The Public Health Department
can access records for their own
purposes, which can not be released to any provider or individual. A provider
can access records
with the permission of the individual. There is a judicial
remedy through legal action. State laws may allow access to records,
such as
 covered under 141-G, the section relating to emergency response workers.
 Furthermore, we learned that treatment
protocols may change if there is a known
exposure. Treatment is started right way while further testing is done to
determine if
the individual has contracted the disease. Many questions arose in
the course of the subcommittee sessions, which is the reason
for recommending
further study. The study committee will examine state laws as they relate to
HIPAA, which diseases may be
covered, who may access information, in what
format and when they may be accessed. Additionally, this committee will examine
RSA 141-G because of the transfer of some public health and bioterriorism
responsibilities from Health and Human Services to
the Department of Safety. It
is the belief of our committee that this complex issue warrants further study.
We recognize that in
the end the study committee may recommend no changes in
law.  Vote  14-0.
HB 1277-FN, requiring assisted living facilities to have certain
 security measures for residents.   INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE
Rep. Pamela G. Price for Health,
Human Services and Elderly Affairs: This bill requires assisted living
facilities and housing for
elders to secure their exits during the
evening.   The bill was filed as a result
 of one case where a confused elderly resident
wandered away from their home,
undetected for hours.  The committee
recognizes the importance of security for the safety of
clients in care
facilities. Licensed residential care facilities have a range of clients from
the very healthy who are planning for
future health needs to those who require
 some degree of assistance.   We heard
 testimony that the elderly fear loss of
independence and dignity by having to
ask permission to leave the premises. It is important to assess the individual
needs of
the client rather than pass a blanket mandate for all.  This issue is being addressed in rules, which
can account for the varying
needs and facilities.  We understand that the Department of Health and Human Services is
currently working on draft rules,
which cover this subject.  Specifically, the committee supports the
concepts proposed by the NH Association of Residential Care
Homes which details
the written action plans and security measures based upon the assessed degree
of elopement risk.  Vote 
16-0.
HB 1318-FN-A, relative to a senior care provider program and making
 an appropriation therefor.   INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE
Rep. James R. MacKay for Health,
Human Services and Elderly Affairs: Over the past six years the General Court
has carefully
studied and passed legislation concerning long term care for the
elderly and disabled.  Services are
available on a spectrum from
home health care, assisted living to nursing home
 care.   Emphasis has been placed on the
 importance of individual choice,
informed consent and the least intrusive care.  For individuals who are eligible for
medicaid nursing home care, they can also
receive care in other
facilities.  The prime sponsor of this
bill brought to the committee some new ideas. 
One concept was the
cross-utilization of specialized beds that could be
used for more than one type of condition. 
It was felt that the concepts were not
in a fully conceptualized form.
Rather than form a new study committee to work on the various concepts, it was
thought that the
existing Oversight Committee on Elderly and Adult Services is
the appropriate group to work with the sponsor. They will be
notified to
incorporate the thoughts of this matter into their current study efforts.  Vote  13-0.
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HB 1365-FN, relative to protecting hearing ear dogs, guide dogs,
and service dogs.  OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
Rep. Janeen Dalrymple for Health,
Human Services and Elderly Affairs: This bill requires a person who owns an
animal that
interferes or injures a seeing eye or hearing ear dog or a service
 type dog, to make full restitution for the loss of sensory
assistance to an
individual.  In addition to any criminal
action the owner of the offending animal will provide restitution of the
replacement of the service animal.  In
addition the bill recommends to the Governor that a day be set aside as
seeing/hearing
eye dog awareness day to ensure the public understands the
seriousness of interference and value of service animals to their
owners.  Vote  15-0.

JUDICIARY
HB 1194, establishing a study committee relative to notifying
 tenants of radon in rental units.   INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE
Rep. James E. Wheeler for
Judiciary: The committee believes that this bill is simple enough that if the
sponsors would like to
require landlords to notify tenants of radon in rental
 units they should put in a bill to do just that.   While the committee
understands that radon is a possible problem,
the committee is of the opinion that there are serious concerns about requiring
landlords to notify tenants about radon. 
First, if we want landlords to notify about radon, are we going to
require them to pay
for the testing?  Second,
 if we require them to test and notify about radon where will it stop --   MTBE, asbestos, lead in the
water, mold, or
other perceived health hazards? 
Finally, since it is not required for the transfers of homes where a
person might
live for extended periods of time, why should we require it for
 tenants, who might only live in an apartment only for a few
years?  It is the opinion of the committee that this
bill is inappropriate at this time, as it has not been definitely determined
what the health risks of radon exposure and the extent of the problem may be.
After all, radon comes from the natural erosion of
granite and this IS the
Granite State.   Vote 16-4.

TRANSPORTATION
HB 243, relative to motor vehicle exhaust noise standards.   MAJORITY:   OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. 
MINORITY: 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Lawrence A. Artz for the Majority  of Transportation: This bill addresses redundant language in
respect to the current
statute that is causing some confusion regarding
 interpretation and enforcement of the current motor vehicle exhaust noise
standards. The bill still retains the language requiring a muffler defined by
 current state law on every motor vehicle to be
maintained in good working order
and to prevent excessive or unusual noise, as well as to prevent the escape of
excessive fumes,
smoke, flame, gas, oil or fuel residue. This bill permits the
use of non-factory specification exhaust system components that are
industry-certified for legal use on motor vehicles where strict interpretation
of the current statute would otherwise prohibit its
use. This is of particular
concern in situations where factory specification exhaust system components are
no longer available
due to vehicle age or other circumstances, or where a more
 durable and/or performance-oriented exhaust system component
becomes available
for a particular motor vehicle application. 
Vote  8-7.
Rep. Brenda L. Ferland for the Minority of Transportation: This bill
was about exhaust noise levels and setting a 95-decibel
reading on aftermarket
systems. Some new systems have been modified by owners and car owners should be
able to purchase
another system and meet the standards. Because there are laws
already in existence regarding noise levels and aftermarket
exhaust systems,
the minority of the committee feels this bill is not necessary.
HB 266, requiring youth bicyclists and skateboarders to wear
protective headgear.  MAJORITY: 
OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT. 
MINORITY:  INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.
Rep. George N. Katsakiores for
the Majority of Transportation: The
amended bill requires youth bicyclists under 16 years of
age to wear protective
 headgear. As we are all aware, serious head injuries to bicyclists can be
 traumatic and devastating.
Testimony before the committee supported the amended
 bill from organizations such as the New Hampshire Hospital
Association to the
 Department of Health and Human Services Office of Community and Public Health
 to the American
Automobile Association (AAA) and the New Hampshire Bike
Association. Nobody appeared in opposition. A total of 335 children
less than
16 years of age were seen in hospital emergency departments for head injuries
resulting from riding bicycles in 1999-
2000. The New Hampshire Transportation
 Safety Agency (NHTSA) states that bicycle helmets are 85-88% effective in
mitigating head and brain injuries.  Vote 
8-7.
Rep. Robert J. Letourneau for the
Minority of Transportation: The
minority of the committee adamantly opposes this proposed
legislation that, in
 our opinion, reaches too far into the lives of New Hampshire citizens. While we
 believe that all children
should protect their head, knees and elbows while
riding bicycles, rollerblades, rollerskates, skateboards, skydiving, skiing, or
when engaged in any other numerous risky activities, we also believe that this
is a personal responsibility issue that is best left
to the parents and
citizens involved. After all, they have a vested interest in their own safety.
We believe that this legislation is
flawed in many ways. There is no exemption
for private property. There is no standard for the protective headgear and the
bill
leaves that decision to the Commissioner of Health and Human Services. The
penalty for this infraction is a violation. Who will
enforce the law? Who will
be responsible for the fine, and how will this criminal record affect the
child’s future in terms of law
enforcement? Will the parents be responsible for
 the fine and ultimately the record? We do not know, and the bill does not
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address these concerns. The sponsors of this bill did not show any evidence
that this is a major problem in New Hampshire.
There were no New Hampshire
statistics showing that we need this law. The testimony was based upon emotion
rather than
fact. We understand the compassion and intent of the sponsors, but
disagree on the solution. The bottom line is that this bill
reaches into the
personal lives of New Hampshire citizens, and the minority of the committee
trusts our citizens to make the
right choices in terms of safety both for
themselves and their children.
SB 159-FN, relative to milfoil and other exotic aquatic weeds.  INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE
Rep. Robert J. Letourneau for
Transportation: This bill creates an access water permit fee to fund programs
relative to milfoil
and other exotic weeds. The bill creates a myriad of splits
 to the boat registration fees, thus creating a number of special
accounts. The
amount of revenue that will be created by this legislation is unknown and
 cannot be determined by the state
agencies involved. Testimony did not reveal
how this will resolve the milfoil issue, nor where there are any specific
programs
mentioned - only that more revenue is needed. This House passed
legislation last session that added fees to the boat registration
and directed
those dollars into the milfoil problem. The Director of Marine Patrol has told
us that he believes that this issue is
best resolved on a regional basis rather
than by individual states. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, through the
International
Association of Fish and Wildlife agencies, has awarded New
Hampshire a grant to study this issue on a regional basis. When
this three-year
grant is concluded, the four regions will get together and pool their resources
to formulate a plan or model for all
states to follow. We believe that this
bill is not needed at this time, and we will be addressing this issue in the
future with a
better understanding of the problem.  Vote  11-3.

WAYS
AND MEANS
HB 760-FN-A, establishing the New Hampshire healthy families trust
 fund, increasing the tobacco tax, and making an
appropriation therefor.   MAJORITY:   INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.   MINORITY: 
  OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.
Rep. John M. Gibson for   the Majority
 of Ways and Means: Any increase in the New Hampshire tobacco tax will
 create a
noticeable effect on retailers along the border region. This could
create a downward ripple effect on several important sources of
revenue like
the business enterprise tax, business profits tax, rooms and meals tax,
gasoline tax, and the tax on beer and liquor.
Reducing the rate of those who
smoke in our state is a laudable goal. Any state-sponsored program to reduce
the rate of smoking
in New Hampshire should be prioritized in the budget of the
Department of Health and Human Services during the budget
process. This tax increase
targets low- and middle-income smokers. Raising the tobacco tax will not
guarantee a reduction of
smokers in the state. This legislation also creates
another dedicated fund in the State Budget. For the above-mentioned reasons,
the majority of the committee voted Inexpedient to Legislate.  Vote  13-6.
Rep. Susan W. Almy for the Minority  of Ways and Means:
New Hampshire has, by far, the lowest tobacco tax in the region. It
also has
among the highest smoking rates in the country, yet it spends less than any
other state per capita on prevention and
cessation. For the last few years, as
the State contributed $4.6 million annually toward these activities, the number
of teen
smokers dropped by 25-50%. The minority believes it is important to
continue these tobacco prevention efforts and to increase
them to the levels
recommended by the national epidemiology center (CDC). Under the current
budget, the State has invested
$1.6 million toward smoking reduction, but these
dollars come from grants that will disappear due to the loss of matching funds.
Our current low tobacco tax encourages youth smoking. By raising the tobacco
tax, we could do a great deal to discourage
childhood smoking and subsequent
adult addiction. More teen smokers today means vastly higher health care costs,
as well as
productivity losses for the State’s government, business and
citizens in years to come. The new Commissioner of Revenue
testified in March
2003 that a $1.52 tobacco tax would conservatively generate $102 million per
year. By voting for this bill, the
Legislature could restore the $20 million in
cuts to the Health and Human Services budget. By voting against it, we are
increasing the burden for social welfare on our cities and towns, our seniors
and disabled. We believe it is important to dedicate
part of the revenues to
reversing these cuts before sending the remainder (about $80 million for 2005)
to the Education Trust
Fund to be distributed through legislative action for
the reduction of escalating local property taxes.
HB 1251-FN-A, establishing an income tax.   MAJORITY:   INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.   MINORITY: 
 OUGHT TO
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Robert J. Giuda for  the Majority
of Ways and Means: This bill, establishing an income tax, was introduced by its
sponsor
as a courtesy to a constituent. 
The sponsor then asked that the committee move ITL on this
legislation.  In light of the sponsor’s
request, the strong disapproval of an income tax evidenced by the people of New
Hampshire in the last election, and the fact
that many of the questions
regarding implementation posed by the committee went unanswered, the committee
delivered a vote
of  inexpedient to
legislate 15-4.  Vote  15-4.
Rep. Susan W. Almy for  the Minority
of  Ways and Means:  The original author of this bill wanted to
provide a way to fund the
basic state services that our legislature has
promised to NH businesses, communities and individuals.  Over a decade ago Gov.
Merrill’s commission
declared that we had a structural deficit – the cost of our mandates and basic
needs was growing faster
than our revenues, because our revenues were, and are,
 insufficiently tied to the real growth of our economy.   The Business
Enterprise Tax on wages was
enacted at that time, but since then both mandates and the cost of providing
basic services have
increased, and our property taxes in particular are being
increasingly burdened.  The minority presented an amendment to do a
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study which would quantify the current structural gap , with the help of existing studies from NH economists.  The legislature
could then decide how it
wished to act on this critical issue.

HOUSE DEADLINES
Wednesday, January 7, 2004 First session day.
Thursday, January 29, 2004 Last day to report supplemental House
bills going to a second committee.
Thursday, February 5, 2004 Last day to act on retained House and
Senate bills and supplemental House bills

going to a second committee.
Thursday, March 11, 2004 Last day to report all remaining
retained bills and supplemental House bills.
Thursday, March 18, 2004 CROSSOVER.  Last day to act on all remaining retained bills and
supplemental

House bills.

LAID ON TABLE
HB 220, creating a
committee to study amending the constitution to require that government
decisions affecting the
environment reflect consideration of the welfare of
future generations.  (Pending question
is ought to pass)
HB 359, establishing a
procedure for apportioning state senate and representative districts.  (Pending question is inexpedient to
legislate.)

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

MONDAY, JANUARY 26
COLLEGE TUITION SAVINGS PLAN ADVISORY COMMISSION (RSA
195-H:2), NH Higher Education Assistance
Foundation, 4 Barrell Court, Concord
 9:00 a.m.         Investment meeting.
10:00 a.m.        Regular
meeting.

COMMISSION TO STUDY THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PUBLIC HEALTH
AND THE ENVIRONMENT (HB
1390, Chapter 114:2, Laws of 2000), Room 205, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Regular
meeting.

EQUALIZATION STANDARDS BOARD (RSA 21-J:14-c), New Hampshire
Department of Revenue Administration,
Training Room, Community Services
Division
 1:00 p.m.         Regular meeting.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE, (RSA
126-A:13), Room 205, LOB
 1:00 p.m.         Regular meeting.

OIL FUND DISBURSEMENT (RSA 146-D:4), Room 305, LOB
 9:00 a.m.         Regular meeting and hearing.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28
COMMERCE, Room 302, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Subcommittee
work session on HB 1130, relative to certain insurance agents.
10:30 a.m.        Subcommittee
work session on HB 1374, relative to lightning protection systems.
11:00 a.m.        HB
1319, relative to the percentage of ownership in physician hospital
organizations.
 1:15 p.m.         HB 1202, relative to third-party
payment of covered services ordered by the juvenile court.
 2:00 p.m.         HCR 24, urging the state to include
individual development accounts in the Temporary Aid to Needy Families
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, Room 204, LOB
 9:00 a.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1235-FN, establishing a criminal penalty for throwing an incendiary
object

from a motor vehicle and HCR 23, on non-citizens during times
of war.
10:00 a.m.        HB
1257-FN, relative to penalties for driving under the influence with a
minor in the vehicle.
10:45 a.m.        HB
1391-FN, relative to motor vehicle violations.
11:45 a.m.        HB
1368, establishing a committee to study means of interdicting and
preventing the distribution of controlled
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substances in New Hampshire.
 1:00 p.m.         HJR 24, concerning misdemeanors and
probable cause.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

EDUCATION, Room 207, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1155, establishing a committee to study the feasibility of implementing
a training program for school board

members.
10:30 a.m.        Public
hearing on a proposed amendment to HB 1155, establishing a committee to
study the feasibility of

implementing a training program for school board
members.  The proposed amendment
clarifies alternative
budget adoption procedures in school administrative
units.  (Copies of the amendment are
available from the
Sergeant-at-Arms counter.)

11:00 a.m.        HB
1162, relative to school district policies on bullying.
 1:00 p.m.         Executive session on pending
legislation.

ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE, Room 303, LOB
 9:00 a.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1229, establishing a commission to study bioaccumulative toxic
chemicals.
10:00 a.m.        Subcommittee
work session on HB 1296, establishing a committee to study the transfer of
authority for dairy

product inspection to the department of agriculture,
markets, and food and to study revising and updating RSA
184.

11:00 a.m.        Presentation
by Northeast Resource Recovery Association.
 1:00 p.m.         Executive session on pending
legislation.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 100, State
House
 8:30 a.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1241, exempting from the state employee hiring delay certain positions

within the regional community-technical college system which are directly
responsible for child care.
 9:00 a.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1159, relative to prohibited employment for state liquor commission

employees.
 9:30 a.m.         HB 1364-FN, establishing a statutory
joint committee to review and propose changes to state unclassified

officers’
salaries.
10:00 a.m.        Subcommittee
work session on HB 1174, relative to acceptance of electronic records by
government agencies.
11:00 a.m.        HB
1324-FN, authorizing the position of clerk of the board of manufactured
housing.
 1:00 p.m.         Rescheduled public hearing on HB
1306, relative to collective bargaining by state employees.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

FINANCE – (DIVISION I), Room 209, LOB
Work and executive session on the following bills:
 9:30 a.m.         HB 640-FN, relative to
post-conviction DNA testing.
10:15 a.m.        HB
651-FN, relative to the purchase of prior service credit by certain
political subdivision employee members,

and repealing certain provisions permitting
additional contributions.
11:15 a.m.        HB
1216-FN-A, making an appropriation to the small business innovation
research support program.

FINANCE – (DIVISION I AND DIVISION III), Rooms 210-211, LOB
Work and executive session on the following bill:
 1:00 p.m.         HB 511,  transferring authority over the New Hampshire hospital security
force to the department of safety.

FINANCE – (DIVISION II), Room 212, LOB
Work and
executive session on the following bill:
10:00 a.m.        HB 612-FN-L,  making certain changes to the allocation of
catastrophic aid expenditures.

HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS, Room 205, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Executive
session on pending legislation, if needed.

JUDICIARY, Room 208, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1201, prohibiting the application of the doctrine of adverse possession
or prescription when boundary lines

can be proven by a preponderance of the
evidence.
11:00 a.m.        HB
1286, relative to oaths of office.
 1:30 p.m.         HB 1218, relative to criminal
threatening by public servants.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.
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LABOR, INDUSTRIAL AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES, Room 306, LOB
 9:00 a.m.         Presentation by the Department of
Employment Security.
10:00 a.m.        Rescheduled
public hearing on HB 1263, establishing a committee to study the feasibility of
creating a trust fund

to support a family and disability leave program.
11:00 a.m.        Continued
public hearing on HB 1278-FN-LOCAL, relative to the applicable minimum wage for
hourly

employees.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.
 1:00 p.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1298, relative to dispute resolution within the context of public
employee

labor relations and HB 1335-LOCAL, relative to workers’
compensation requirements for out-of-state
employers doing business in New
Hampshire.

 2:00 p.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1153, relative to employment security.

LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION, Room 307, LOB
 1:00 p.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1270, prohibiting the deduction of any taxes from mileage reimbursement

checks for house members.
 2:00 p.m.         CACR 24, relating to election of the
attorney general.  Providing that the
attorney general shall be elected by the

house of representatives and the
senate.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, Room 301, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1127, relative to consideration of road improvements in property
appraisals.
11:00 a.m.        HB
1317-FN-LOCAL, requiring cities and towns to complete valuations of
property and relative to the

implementation of property tax hardship relief
provisions.
 1:30 p.m.         HB 1398-FN-LOCAL, relative to relief
and maintenance provided to certain non-residents.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS, Room 201, LOB
 1:00 p.m.         Continued public hearing on HB
1363, establishing a policy for naming state highways, bridges, and
buildings.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

RESOURCES, RECREATION AND DEVELOPMENT, Room 305, LOB
 9:00 a.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1148, defining a wetland for the purpose of fill and dredge in
wetlands, HB

1283, relative to wetlands permits and HB 1284, relative to
setbacks from wetlands.

RULES COMMITTEE, Room 206, LOB
 3:00 p.m.         Regular meeting.
                        Executive
session, if needed.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY, Room 304, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Full
committee work session on HB 1230-FN, relative to abandoned
deposits held by telephone utilities and

relative to public interest payphones.
10:05 a.m.        Executive
session on pending legislation.
11:00 a.m.        Full
committee work session on HB 1221, establishing a committee to
study repealing universal service

telephone charges.
 1:00 p.m.         Full committee work session on HB
1293, relative to emission control equipment for certain vehicles.
 2:00 p.m.         Executive session on pending
legislation.

TRANSPORTATION, Room 203, LOB
 1:00 p.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1276-FN, establishing Bronze Star and Silver Star number plates.

WAYS AND MEANS, Room 202, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Public
hearing on proposed amendment to HB 1254-FN, granting certain
disabled veterans an exemption from

state education property taxes.  The proposed amendment is relative to the
postsecondary education vocational
school licensing fund and the forgivable
loan fund in the workforce incentive program. 
Copies of the amendment
are available from the Sergeant-at-Arms counter.

                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the
committee is initially convened.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 29
FISH AND GAME, Room 307, LOB
                        Executive
session on pending legislation, immediately following the House session.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, Room 301, LOB
                        Executive
session on pending legislation, immediately following the House session, if
needed.

WAYS AND MEANS, Room 202, LOB
 8:30 a.m.         Executive session on pending
legislation.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30
ADMINISTRATIVE RULES (RSA 541-A:2), Rooms 306-308, LOB
 9:00 a.m.         Rescheduled regular meeting.

COMMISSION ON THE EDUCATION OF THE DEAF (HB 1283, Chapter
43:2, Laws of 2000), Room 103, State House
10:00 a.m.        Regular
meeting.

HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS, Room 205, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Ad
hoc committee on co-occurring illnesses.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2
BRAIN AND SPINAL CORD INJURY ADVISORY COUNCIL (RSA 137-K:2),
Room 105A, State House
 2:00 p.m.         Regular meeting.

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY WAITLIST OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE (RSA
171-A:1-c), Room 205, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Regular
meeting.

ETHICS COMMITTEE (RSA 14-B:2), Room 105A, State House
 9:00 a.m.         Regular meeting.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
COMMERCE, Room 302, LOB
 9:00 a.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1178-FN, relative to sales of tobacco products to persons under 21
years of

age.
10:00 a.m.        HB
1348-FN, relative to registration of business organizations.
1100 a.m.         HB
1282, relative to exemptions from the consumer protection act.
 1:15 p.m.         HB 1396, relative to implementing a
bottle deposit program.
 2:00 p.m.         Rescheduled public hearing on HB
1264, relative to advertisement of prescription drugs.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

EDUCATION, Room 207, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Executive
session on pending legislation.

ELECTION LAW, Room 308, LOB
10:30 a.m.        Full
committee work session on redistricting.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 100, State
House
10:00 a.m.        HB
1404, prohibiting the release of information by university of New
Hampshire officials in cases where

students have contact with university of New
Hampshire police.
11:00 a.m.        HB
1418-FN, establishing a procedure for state employees to report
suspected improper governmental activity.
11:30 a.m.        Rescheduled
public hearing on HB 1355, changing the name of the sweepstakes commission to the
lottery

commission.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

JUDICIARY, Rooms 206-208, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1253-FN-LOCAL, prohibiting public funds, employees, and facilities to
assist or perform abortions.



House Calendar No.

file:///C/Users/sue.forcier/Downloads/working/2004/houcal2004_07.html[11/9/2021 10:51:52 AM]

 1:00 p.m.         HB 1177-FN, requiring the department
of health and human services to compile and maintain induced
termination of
pregnancy statistics.

                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the
committee is initially convened.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, Room 301, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1175, relative to the use of official ballot referenda as an optional
form of town meeting.
11:00 a.m.        HB
1181, relative to certain deliberative session amendment procedures in
official ballot voting.
 1:30 p.m.         HB 1185, relative to the adoption of
amendments to articles proposed in the first session in official ballot

proceedings.
 2:30 p.m.         HB 1214-FN, relative to the penalty
for filing an erroneous default budget.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY, Room 304, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Continued
public hearing on HB 1421-FN, relative to solid waste incineration.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

STATE FEDERAL RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS, Room 306, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1193, establishing a committee to study the constitutionality of the
federal income tax and constitutional

abuses in the collection of the income
tax and its effects on New Hampshire citizens.
11:00 a.m.        Subcommittee
work session on HB 1372, defining certain terms relating to military service.
11:30 a.m.        HCR
20, affirming civil rights and liberties and opposing federal measures
that infringe on such rights and

liberties.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.
Noon                Subcommittee
work session on HR 24, opposing the exploration for oil in the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge.

WAYS AND MEANS, Room 202, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HCR
25, declaring that the directives
of the judicial branch in the Claremont cases that the legislative and

executive branches define an “adequate education,” adopt “standards of
accountability,” and “guarantee
adequate funding” of a public education are not
binding on the legislative and executive branches.

                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the
committee is initially convened.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
COMMERCE, Room 302, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1409, relative to the disclosure of protected health information by
court ordered service providers.
11:00 a.m.        Rescheduled
public hearing on HB 1267, requiring fast food restaurants to provide nutritional
information to

consumers.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.
 1:15 p.m.         HB 1408-FN, relative to reporting
requirements for certain nonprofit organizations, including health care

charitable trusts.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, Rooms 202-204, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1173, establishing a committee to study the discontinuation of the use
of social security numbers in the

criminal justice system.
10:30 a.m.        HB
1239, relative to records access by private investigators.
11:00 a.m.        HB
1347-FN, implementing a “good time” sentence reduction system for
inmates in the state prison system.
11:30 a.m.        HB
1349-FN-LOCAL, relative to medical parole.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 100, State
House
10:00 a.m.        HB
1406, relative to the regulation of physician assistants.
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11:00 a.m.        HB
1419, relative to the dispensing of noncontrolled prescription drugs by
registered nurses in certain facilities
under contract with the department of
health and human services.

                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the
committee is initially convened.

 1:00 p.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1208, relative to standards of certification in credentialing for New
Hampshire public school food service directors and staff.

JUDICIARY, Room 208, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1228, requiring legislative approval of changes in the uniform fine
schedule.
 1:00 p.m.         HB 1191-FN, relative to court
proceedings.
 2:00 p.m.         HB 1142, relative to tort liability
to third persons for oil spills.
Room 206, LOB
 2:30 p.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1302, relative to rental contracts or leases entered into by
individuals who

are subsequently called to service in the armed forces.
Room 208, LOB
 3:00 p.m.         HB 1417, relative to examination of
persons called as jurors in civil cases.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION, Room 307, LOB
 1:00 p.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1270, prohibiting the deduction of any taxes from mileage reimbursement

checks for house members.
 2:00 p.m.         HB 1307-FN, relative to review of
final proposed rules under the administrative procedures act.
 3:00 p.m.         HB 1308-FN, relative to lobbying
activities by state employees.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, Room 301, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1304-LOCAL, relative to notice for zoning rehearings.
11:00 a.m.        HB
1151, relative to membership on the zoning board of adjustment.
11:30 a.m.        HB
1392, relative to preapplication review of projects submitted to a
local planning board.
 1:30 p.m.         HB 1357, relative to cluster zoning
and the village plan alternative.
 2:30 p.m.         HB 1359-FN-LOCAL, relative to notice
requirements for public hearings on certain zoning changes.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

RESOURCES, RECREATION AND DEVELOPMENT, Room 305, LOB
 1:00 p.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1379, relative to boating on certain lakes and ponds by disabled
persons.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, Room 204, LOB
 1:00 p.m.         Subcommittee work session on issues related
to Integrated Criminal Justice System.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9
ETHICS COMMITTEE (RSA 14-B:2), Room 105A, State House
 9:00 a.m.         Formal hearing of complaint #2003-3.

GUARDIANS AD LITEM BOARD (RSA
490-C:1), Room 102, LOB
 1:00 p.m.         Regular meeting.

HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS, Room 205, LOB
 1:00 p.m.         Ad hoc committee on co-occurring
illnesses.

PUBLIC HIGHER EDUCATION STUDY COMMITTEE (RSA 187-A:28-a),
UNH, Durham
10:00 a.m.        Regular
meeting.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW, Room 206, LOB
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10:00 a.m.        HB
1393, relative to the appeal of the lower court’s decision in a child
protection case.
11:00 a.m.        Continued
public hearing on HB 1415, relative to de facto child custody.
11:30 a.m.        Public
hearing on proposed amendment to HB 1410, relative to terminating
parental rights.  The proposed

amendment
is relative to release of information to persons receiving a child for
placement.  Copies of the
amendment are
available from the Sergeant-at-Arms office.

                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the
committee is initially convened.

COMMERCE, Room 302, LOB
 9:30 a.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1305, establishing a committee to study certain high interest loans.
10:00 a.m.        Subcommittee
work session on HB 1224, establishing the Uniform Trust Code in
New Hampshire.
10:15 a.m.        Subcommittee
work session on HB 1133, relative to disclosures required prior to a
condominium sale.
11:00 a.m.        Subcommittee
work session on HB 1320, making changes in the laws relative to retail
installment sales, first

mortgage bankers and brokers, mortgage loan servicers,
second mortgage home loans, and the regulation of
small loans.

 1:30 p.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1149, relative to the provision of credit reports to consumers.
 1:45 p.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1233, relative to the accuracy of information used by consumer
reporting

agencies.
 2:00 p.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1161, relative to solicitation and marketing of insurance products.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, Room 204, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1351-FN, relative to penalties for acts committed during a riot.
10:30 a.m.        HB
1361, relative to sentences for certain offenses committed on or near a
public college or university campus.
11:15 a.m.        HB
1407, granting limited law enforcement authority to certain federal
officers stationed in New Hampshire.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 100, State
House
10:00 a.m.        Executive
session on pending legislation.

JUDICIARY, Room 208, LOB
11:00 a.m.        Rescheduled
public hearing on HB 1394, relative to de novo appeals in certain criminal proceedings.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.
 1:00 p.m.         Subcommittee work session on HB
1309, relative to noise pollution from shooting ranges.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, Room 301, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1291-LOCAL, relative to elderly and handicapped priority low-income
housing.
11:00 a.m.        HB
1236-FN-LOCAL, relative to municipal use of impact fees.
 1:30 p.m.         HB 1137, relative to the use of
impact fees.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

SETBACK REQUIREMENTS FOR SEPTAGE, BIOSOLIDS AND SHORT PAPER
FIBERS STUDY (SB 87, Chapter
302:1, Laws of 2003), Room 303, LOB
 9:00 a.m.         Regular meeting.

STATE FEDERAL RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS, Room 306, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HCR
22, urging Congress to withdraw the United States from the United
Nations.
11:30 a.m.        HCR
21, urging the reduction of the federal gasoline and diesel fuel excise
tax.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, Room 204, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1279, establishing a committee to study the adoption and implementation
of the multistate forensic DNA

compact in New Hampshire.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.
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EDUCATION, Rooms 205-207, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Career
Technical Student Organization presentation.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 100, State
House
10:00 a.m.        Executive
session on pending legislation.

JUDICIARY, Rooms 206-208, LOB
 9:30 a.m.         HB 1220-FN, relative to banning
partial birth abortion.
 1:00 p.m.         Rescheduled public hearing on HB
1340-FN, relative to the Informed Consent for Abortion Act.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION, Room 307, LOB
 2:00 p.m.         Executive session on pending
legislation.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, Room 301, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Executive
session on pending legislation.

WATER RESOURCES STUDY COMMITTEE RSA (481:1-b), Room 103,
State House
 3:00 p.m.         Regular meeting.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13
COMMISSION ON THE EDUCATION OF THE DEAF (HB 1283, Chapter
43:2, Laws of 2000), Room 103, State House
10:00 a.m.        Subcommittee
meeting.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, Room 204, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1190, relative to exceptions to the carrying or selling of certain
weapons.
10:30 a.m.        HB
1271-FN, repealing the license to carry provisions of state law.
11:30 a.m.        HB
1310, relative to licenses to sell firearms.
 1:00 p.m.         HB 1371-FN, prohibiting the sale or
possession of pocket knives in safe school zones.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

JUDICIARY, Rooms 206-208, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1413, relative to the creation of mandatory screening panels for
medical injury claims.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, Room 301, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1172-LOCAL, relative to compensation of county convention members for
county business.
11:00 a.m.        HB
1328, requiring the development of a plan for the elimination of county
government by the year 2011.
 1:30 p.m.         HB 1395, relative to representation
by the county attorney in county matters.
 2:00 p.m.         HB 1143, relative to legislators
temporarily serving as county commissioners.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

STATE FEDERAL RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS, Room 306, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Executive
session on pending legislation.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, Room 204, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HR
21, reaffirming the death penalty.
11:00 a.m.        HB
1380-FN, establishing a criminal penalty for unauthorized video
surveillance.
11:30 a.m.        HB
1341-FN, relative to prohibited computer practices.
 1:30 p.m.         HB 1219-FN, establishing penalties
for transmission or distribution of obscene electronic mail.
                        Executive
session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20
ADMINISTRATIVE RULES (RSA 541-A:2), Rooms 306-308, LOB
 9:00 a.m.         Regular meeting.

BOARD OF MANUFACTURED HOUSING (RSA 205-A:25), Room 201, LOB
 1:00 p.m.         Regular meeting.

COMMISSION ON THE EDUCATION OF THE DEAF (HB 1283, Chapter
43:2, Laws of 2000), Room 103, State House
10:00 a.m.        Regular
meeting.

TASK FORCE ON FAMILY LAW (HB 447, Chapter 250:1, Laws of
2002), Room 208, LOB
 1:00 p.m.         Rescheduled regular meeting.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27
WORKERS' COMPENSATION ADVISORY COUNCIL (RSA 281-A:62), Room
306, LOB
 9:00 a.m.         Rescheduled regular meeting.

MONDAY, MARCH 1
BRAIN AND SPINAL CORD INJURY ADVISORY COUNCIL (RSA 137-K:2),
Room 105A, State House
 2:00 p.m.         Regular meeting.

TUESDAY, MARCH 2
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, Room 204, LOB
10:00 a.m.        HB
1147, relative to the use of deadly force in defense of a fetus.
11:00 a.m.        HB
1343-FN, making it a crime to cause the death of a fetus as a result of
committing a violent act against a

pregnant woman.
 1:00 p.m.         HB 1360-FN, including “unborn child”
in the definition of “another” for the purpose of capital murder, first and

second degree murder, manslaughter, and negligent homicide.
                        Executive session on pending legislation may be held throughout the day, time permitting,
from the time the

committee is initially convened.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, Room 301, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Executive
session on pending legislation, if needed.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3
MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, Room 301, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Executive
session on pending legislation, if needed.

FRIDAY, MARCH 5
ADMINISTRATIVE RULES (RSA 541-A:2), Rooms 306-308, LOB
 9:00 a.m.         Continued meeting.

COMMISSION TO IDENTIFY MEDICAL ERRORS AND THEIR CAUSES (HB
287, Chapter 255:6, Laws of 2003),
Room 205, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Regular
meeting.

MONDAY, MARCH 8
GUARDIANS AD LITEM BOARD (RSA
490-C:1), Room 102, LOB
 1:00 p.m.         Regular meeting.

SETBACK REQUIREMENTS FOR SEPTAGE, BIOSOLIDS AND SHORT PAPER
FIBERS STUDY (SB 87, Chapter
302:1, Laws of 2003), Room 303, LOB
 9:00 a.m.         Regular meeting.
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TUESDAY, MARCH 9
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 100, State
House
10:00 a.m.        Executive
session on pending legislation.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 100, State
House
10:00 a.m.        Executive
session on pending legislation.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, Room 301, LOB
10:00 a.m.        Executive
session on pending legislation, if needed.

OFFICIAL NOTICES
COUNTY DELEGATION NOTICE

Merrimack County
Executive Committee will meet on the following days to review and approve the
2004 Merrimack County
Departments Budgets. 
The meetings will be held at the McDonnell Building, Lower Level, 4
Court Street, Concord.
      Friday, February 13 at 9:00 a.m.  Delegation, Treasurer, Administration,
Complex Maintenance, Information Technology,
Purchasing, Registry of Deeds,
etc.
      Friday, February 20 at 9:00 a.m.  Human Services, Juvenile Diversion, Grant
Agencies, County Conservation District,
Visitation Center, UNH Cooperative
Extension and JAIBG Grant.
      Monday, March 1 at 11:00 a.m.  Nursing Home.
      Friday, March 5 at 1:00 p.m.  Corrections/Academy Program
      Monday, March 8 at 9:00 a.m.  County Attorney, Medical Referee,
Pre-Trial/Diversion, Sheriff and Dispatch,
      Friday, March 12 has been left open for any
meetings that may have to be rescheduled due to weather conditions, etc.
                                                                                  Rep.
Roy D. Maxfield, Chairman
                                                                                  Merrimack
County Executive Committee

COUNTY DELEGATION NOTICE
Rockingham County 2004
Budget schedule:
Rockingham County
Delegation public hearing on the Commissioners’ Proposed 2004 Budget (RSA
24:23) will be held on
Wednesday, January
28 at 7:00 p.m. at the Hilton Auditorium, RCNH, Brentwood.  Executive Committee meeting to follow.
Rockingham County
Executive Committee will meet on Friday, February
13 at 9:30 a.m. at the Hilton Auditorium, RCNH,
Brentwood, to vote on the
budget to be presented to the full Delegation.
Rockingham County
Executive Committee will meet on Wednesday, 
February 18  at 5:00 p.m. at the Hilton Auditorium,
RCNH,
Brentwood, to finalize any unfinished business prior to the Delegation Meeting.
Rockingham County
Delegation public hearing on GO Bond up to $4,000,000 (RSA 33:10) will be held
at 5:30 p.m. at the
Hilton Auditorium, RCNH, Brentwood.  The hearing will be conducted by the
Delegation Chairman.  Delegation members
are
invited to attend.
Rockingham County
Delegation will meet on Wednesday, February
18 at 6:00 p.m. to adopt County Budget for 2004 and
authorize a GO Bond up to
$4,000,000 (RSA 33:10).
                                                                                  Rep.
David A. Welch, Clerk
                                                                                  Rockingham
County Delegation

REVISED FISCAL NOTES
The following HBs have revised fiscal notes:  HBs 656, 730, 712, 727, 1207, 1213, 1251,
1311, 1325, 1339, 1344, 1345, 1352,
1353, 1387, 1388 and 1399.
                                                                                  Karen
O. Wadsworth, Clerk of the House

******
When the House Clerk’s Office is aware of House Members who are
hospitalized or homebound by serious illness, we will
publish a list of names
and addresses requested.
Robert H. Milligan, 42 Patten Road, Merrimack, New Hampshire  03054-3064.
Colleagues who so desire may send cards and greetings to the address
listed above.

Karen O.
Wadsworth, Clerk of the House

MEMBERS’ NOTICES
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The following notices are published in the House record as a
courtesy to the member(s) requesting publication.  These are not
official public notices and will be limited to
legislative policy or social activities and political meetings or events.  Publication
should not be construed as
support for either the events listed or the views espoused by the individual or
organization
sponsoring the event.

******
From time to time the Speaker receives reports and audits
from various committees, commissions, and departments.  On the
chance that some of these reports
might be of interest to a member, I will periodically list the report that are
received in the
Speaker’s office and available for viewing.
Report most recently received include:

Sweepstakes Commission Management
Letter for YE June 30, 2003
                                                                                  Gene
G. Chandler, Speaker

******
The House Republican Alliance will meet each Wednesday at 8:30
a.m. at the Upham Walker House, Park Street (across from
the State House).
                                                                                  Rep.
Michael A. Balboni

******
The Main Street Republican Caucus will meet on Thursdays at 8:15
a.m. at the Upham Walker House, Park Street. 
Members
are invited to attend.
                                                                                  Rep.
Paul D. Spiess

******
A historical collection of
the State of New Hampshire Liquor Commemorative Bottles issued between
1967-1985, on loan from
state Representative Bob L’Heureux, will be on display
in the State House Visitors’ Center until March 1, 2004.
                                                                                  Rep.
Robert J. L’Heureux

******
The Legislative Caucus for Young Children (LCYC) will meet on
Monday, January 26  at 1:30 p.m. in Room 206, LOB.  The
agenda will feature Eileen Mullen,
Administrator, HHS, Children, Youth and Families, Family and Community Based
Services,
who will discuss the Incentive Funds, a program established by the
State Legislature thirteen years ago to encourage cities,
towns and counties to
develop and maintain prevention programs, court diversion programs and
alternative dispositions for
juveniles (RSA 170-G:4,XVI).  All members of the House and Senate are
welcome.
                                                                                  Rep.
Mary Stuart Gile

******
There will be a 2004 Session kick-off breakfast for Masons who
serve in the legislature on Thursday, January
29  at 8:30 a.m.
at the Capitol
Grille, downstairs in Eagle Square, across from the State House.  A full complimentary breakfast buffet will
be
served.
                                                     Reps. James E. Holland,
Richard E. Kennedy and E. Albert Weare

******
The members of the NH Chapter of the National Association of
Insurance and Financial Advisors (NAIFA-NH) cordially invite
all House members
and staff to a legislative reception on Thursday, January 29, at the Barley House from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
                                                                                  Rep.
Michael D. Whalley

******
All legislators are invited to the New Hampshire Community Health
Centers’ “Breakfast of Champions,” at St. Paul’s Church on
Thursday, February 5.  A session-day hot breakfast will be served from 7:30 to 9:00
a.m.  There will be a brief program from
8:00-8:30 a.m. featuring Champions of Community Health Centers, including Mike
Hickey (President and CEO of Verizon New
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Hampshire), providing an opportunity
to learn about Health Centers and the role they play in the health and vitality
of New
Hampshire communities.
                                                                       Reps. Sheila T. Francoeur and Edward D. Densmore

******
The Retail Merchants Association of New Hampshire is pleased to
invite legislators and staff to their 38th annual Legislative
Reception/”Legislator of the Year” award on Thursday, February 5, 4:30 p.m. or following the session in the Bartlett Room
at
the Holiday Inn.  RSVP to
sheila@rmanh or 225-9748.
                                                                                  Rep.
David W. Hess

******
The Carroll County Republican Committee will host its annual
Lincoln Day Dinner on Saturday, February
7 at the North
Conway Grand Hotel on Route 16 in North Conway (behind the
Settler’s Green OVP Outlet Center, see
http://www.northconwaygrand.com/directions.htm).  Social hour starts at 5:00 p.m. and dinner starts at 7:00
p.m.  Invited and
confirmed guests include
First District Congressman Jeb Bradley. 
Additional special guests will be announced as they confirm. 
Tickets costs $35 per person and may be
purchased from Reps. Betsey Patten (253-6927), Carolyn Brown (356-2768) or Mark
Derby (569-0145).
                                                                                  Rep.
Mark S. Derby

******
All members are invited to attend the Strafford County Republican
Committee’s Lincoln Day Dinner to be held on Friday,
February 20 at the Rochester Elks Lodge on 41 Columbus Avenue,
Rochester.  Social hour is from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. with dinner
and program to follow. 
Price for tickets is $30.  For
tickets see Rep. Phyllis Woods or a member of the Strafford County
Delegation.
                                                                                  Rep.
Phyllis L. Woods

******
The Department of Transportation will hold the following meeting:
Jan 28 – Lancaster
Town Hall, 25 Main Street, Lancaster, 7:00 p.m.  Public officials/public informational meeting, Lancaster,
rehabilitating US Route 2, from the intersection of US Route 3 easterly 1.3
miles to the Cabot Motel.
Feb 11 – NHDOT, Rooms
112-113, 7 Hazen Drive, Concord, 2:00 p.m. 
Advisory Committee meeting. 
Congestion Mitigation
and Air Quality (CMAQ) Advisory Committee meeting.
Feb 11 – NHDOT, Rooms
112-113, 7 Hazen Drive, Concord, 3:30 p.m. 
Advisory Committee meeting. 
Transportation
Enhancement (TE) Advisory Committee meeting.
Mar 3 – Warren Town
Hall, 19 Water Street, Warren, 7:00 p.m. 
Public officials/public informational meeting, Warren,
pavement
rehabilitation guardrail replacement and drainage improvements along NH Route
25 beginning at the intersection of
118 proceeding south 2.5 miles.
Mar 3 – Chichester
Grange Hall, 54 Main Street, Chichester, 7:00 p.m.  Public officials/public informational meeting,
Chichester,
widening and minor approach work at US Route 4/Main Street/Horse Corner Road intersection
and sidewalk
improvements.
                                                                                  Rep.
Edwin O. Smith, Chairman
                                                                                  Public
Works and Highways Committee

******
As a convenience to the members of the NH General Court, the
Visitors’ Center offers the following schedule of schools and
other groups
visiting the State House in January  2004. 
These listings will replace individual notifications in an effort to
reduce paper usage and to ensure all members will be notified in a timely
manner.  Our schedule is tightly booked
for the
remainder of the school year. 
Please contact the Visitors’ Center concerning school tour booking
information.  Thank you for
your
continued participation with your School Visitation Program.
                                                                                  Kenneth
Leidner, Director
 

DATE TIME GROUP CLASS/Size
1-26-04 10:00
to 12:30

SH/SC
Stratham Memorial School 4/54  
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1-27-04 9:45
to 12:00
SH/FG

Charlotte Ave. School – Nashua 4/75  
1-28-04 9:45
to 12:00

SH/FG
Charlotte Ave. School - Nashua 4/50  

1-28-04 12:30
to 2:00 
SH/HM

North Hampton Elementary 5/56  
1-29-04 9:45
to 12:00

 SH/HM
Auburn Village School 4/73  

1-30-04 9:45  to 12:00
SH/HM

Hooksett Village School 5/85  
1-27-04 9:45
to 12:00

SH/FG
Charlotte Ave. School – Nashua 4/75  

1-28-04 9:45
to 12:00
SH/FG

Charlotte Ave. School - Nashua 4/50  
1-28-04 12:30
to 2:00 

SH/HM
North Hampton Elementary 5/56  

1-29-04 9:45
to 12:00 
SH/HM

Auburn Village School 4/73  
1-30-04 9:45  to 12:00

SH/HM
Hooksett Village School 5/85  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29
AMENDMENTS

(LISTED IN NUMERICAL ORDER)
2003-2478h

Amendment to HB 243
Proposed by the Majority of the Committee
on Transportation - R

Amend the bill by replacing
section 1 with the following:
      ­1  Repeal.  RSA 266:59, III, relative to modification of
motor vehicle exhaust system, is repealed.

AMENDED
ANALYSIS
      This bill repeals a limitation on the modification of motor
vehicle exhaust systems.
2003-2374h

Amendment to HB 266
Proposed by the Majority of the Committee
on Transportation - R

Amend the title of the bill
by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT     requiring youth bicyclists to wear protective headgear.
Amend the bill by replacing
section 2 with the following:
      ­2  New Paragraph;
Riding on Bicycles; Headgear.  Amend RSA
265:144 by inserting after paragraph IX
the following new
paragraph:
            X.  No person less
than 16 years of age may operate or ride upon a bicycle unless he or she wears
protective headgear of a
type approved by the commissioner of health and human
services.
Amend the bill by deleting
sections 3-4 and renumbering the original section 5 to read as 3.

AMENDED
ANALYSIS
      This bill requires youth bicyclists to wear protective
headgear.
2003-2523h

Amendment to HB 760-FN-A
Proposed by the Minority of the Committee
on Ways and Means - R

Amend the title of the bill
by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT     increasing the cigarette tax for certain purposes.
Amend the bill by replacing
all after the enacting clause with the following:
      ­1  Cigarette Tax
Increased.  Amend RSA 78:7 to read as
follows:
      78:7  Tax Imposed.  A tax upon the retail consumer is hereby
imposed at the rate of [52 cents] $1.52 for each package
containing 20
cigarettes or at a rate proportional to such rate for packages containing more
or less than 20 cigarettes, on all
cigarettes sold at retail in this
state.  The payment of the tax shall be
evidenced by affixing stamps to the smallest packages
containing the cigarettes
in which such products usually are sold at retail.  The word “package” as used in this section shall not
include
individual cigarettes.  No tax is
imposed on any transactions, the taxation of which by this state is prohibited
by the
Constitution of the United States.
      ­2  Distribution of
Funds.  Amend RSA 78:32 to read as
follows:
      78:32  Distribution of
Funds. 
            I.(a) 
The commissioner shall determine the additional amount of revenue
produced by any additional tax in excess of 37
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cents and less than 53 cents
for each package containing 20 cigarettes or at a rate proportional to
such rate for packages
containing more or less than 20 cigarettes, on all
[tobacco products] cigarettes sold at retail in this
state imposed by RSA 78:7
and shall certify such amount to the state treasurer
by October 1 of each year for deposit in the education trust fund established
by RSA 198:39.
            [II.](b) 
The commissioner shall make quarterly estimates of the amount of additional
revenues that will be produced by
such increase in tax rate for the next fiscal
year and shall certify such amount to the state treasurer for deposit in the
education
trust fund established by RSA 198:39.  Such estimates shall be certified on June 1, September 1,
December 1, and March 1 of
each year.
            II.  The commissioner shall determine the
additional amount of revenue produced by any additional tax in
excess of 52
cents for each package containing 20 cigarettes or at a rate  proportional to such rate for packages
containing more or less than 20 cigarettes, on all cigarettes sold at retail in
this state imposed by RSA 78:7 and
shall certify such amount to the state
treasurer by June 30 of each year for deposit as follows:
                  (a)  The sum of no less than $7,800,000 shall be
deposited in the tobacco use prevention fund established
pursuant to RSA
126-K:15.
                  (b)  A sum of no less than $10,000,000 shall be
deposited in the general fund.
                  (c)  The remainder of the amount shall be
deposited in the education trust fund, established by RSA
198:39.
      ­3  Applicability.  Section 1 of this act shall apply to all
persons licensed under RSA 78:2.  Such
persons shall inventory all
taxable cigarettes in their possession and file a
report of such inventory with the department of revenue administration on a
form prescribed by the commissioner within 20 days after the effective date of
this act.  The tax rate effective July
1, 2003 shall
apply to such inventory and the difference, if any, in the amount
paid previously on such inventory and the current effective rate
of tax shall
be paid with the inventory form.  The
inventory form shall be treated as a tax return for the purpose of computing
penalties under RSA 21-J.
      ­4  Tobacco Use
Prevention Fund.  Amend RSA 6:12,
I(b)(67) to read as follows:
                        (67) 
Moneys received under RSA 126-K:15 and RSA 78:32, II(a), which shall be
credited to the tobacco use
prevention fund.
      ­5  Tobacco Use
Prevention Fund.  Amend the introductory
paragraph of RSA 126-K:15 to read is follows:
      126-K:15  Tobacco Use
Prevention Fund.  There is hereby
established in the office of the state treasurer a fund to be known
as the
tobacco use prevention fund.  Of tobacco
settlement funds received by the state of New Hampshire, $3,000,000 annually,
commencing with fiscal year 2001, shall be deposited in the tobacco use
prevention fund.  The sum of $7,800,000 from
tobacco
tax revenues shall be deposited annually in the fund, pursuant to RSA
78:32, II(a).  Moneys in this
fund shall be
nonlapsing and continually appropriated, beginning with fiscal
year 2001, for tobacco use prevention and cessation programs,
which shall
include but not be limited to:
      ­6  Reference Change;
Education Trust Fund.  Amend RSA 198:39,
I(d) to read as follows:
                  (d)  Funds
collected and paid over to the state treasurer by the department of revenue
administration pursuant to
RSA 78:32, I and II(c),  relative to tobacco taxes.
      ­7  General Fund
Appropriations Reductions for Department of Health and Human Services Repealed.
 2003, 318:9, relative
to general fund
appropriations reductions for the department of health and human services, is
hereby repealed.
      ­8  Effective Date.
            I.  Section 7 of
this act shall take effect upon its passage.
            II.  The remainder
of this act shall take effect 30 days after its passage.

AMENDED
ANALYSIS
      This bill increases the cigarette tax.  Under this bill, the increased amount is to
be used for the tobacco use prevention fund,
to replace general fund
appropriation reductions for the department of health and human services in
fiscal years 2004 and 2005,
and for property tax relief under the education
trust fund.
2004-0028h

Amendment to HB 1169
Proposed by the Committee on Children and Family Law - C

Amend the bill by replacing
section 2 with the following:
      ­2  Effective Date.  This act shall take effect upon its passage.
2004-0152h

Amendment to HB 1207-FN-A
Proposed by the Committee on State-Federal
Relations and Veterans Affairs - C

Amend the title of the bill
by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT     relative to a Global War on Terrorism
operations service bonus payment.
Amend the bill by replacing
all after the enacting clause with the following:
      ­1  New Subdivision;
Global War on Terrorism Operations Service Bonus Payments.  Amend RSA 115-A by inserting after
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section 15 the following new subdivision:
Global War on Terrorism
Operations Service Bonus Payments
      115-A:16  Qualifications
for Bonus.  Each person who actively
served in any capacity as a member of the uniformed forces of
the United States
on or after September 11, 2001 and on or before a date to be determined by the
Secretary of Defense, and who
earned the expeditionary medal for Global War on
Terrorism operations; and who was discharged, released or has a certificate
of
service therefrom, under honorable conditions, or who is missing in action or
who was killed in action; and who at the time of
entry on such active service,
and at the time of such service was a bona fide resident of this state shall be
entitled to the benefits
provided under this subdivision.  A person shall demonstrate bona fide
residency under this section through such person’s home
of record at time of
entry as listed on a DD Form 214 or a written verification from a town or city
clerk that such person was a
resident of a New Hampshire town or city at the
time of active service.  No individual
who has received a Global War on
Terrorism operations bonus payment from
another state shall be qualified to receive the benefits provided under this
subdivision.
      115-A:17  Roster.  The director of the veterans council shall
from time to time prepare a roster of the names of persons who
have qualified
for the bonus under RSA 115-A:16, and shall certify the same to the state
treasurer, and prepare a manifest to
authorize the state treasurer to make
payments from funds not otherwise appropriated.  The governor is authorized to draw a
warrant for said sums out of
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.
      115-A:18  Bonus
Payment.  In recognition of the services
performed by the persons designated as eligible under RSA 115-
A:16, the state
treasurer, when such names are certified to the state treasurer as provided in
RSA 115-A:17, and when
application is made therefor, shall pay to each such
qualified person the sum of $300; and shall take such formal receipt as the
state treasurer shall prescribe.
      115-A:19  Payment in
Cases of Incompetence or Death.  If an eligible person is legally incompetent, payment shall be made
to his or her
legally appointed representative.  If an
eligible person dies before payment has been made to him or her, payment
shall
be made to such person’s surviving spouse or, if none, to his or her child or
children in equal shares; and if he or she has no
surviving spouse or children,
then in equal shares to his or her surviving parents.  Payment shall not be made to more than 2
parents.  Preference shall be given to the parent or
parents who actually exercised parental control at the time of or most nearly
prior to date of the qualified person’s entry into service.  Proof of relationship in loco parentis shall
be established by sworn
statement of the applicant, together with supporting
affidavits of 2 disinterested persons.
      115-A:20  Written
Evidence Required in Certain Circumstances. 
No applications shall be certified for payment unless
written evidence
is presented indicating that any person or persons herein described as having a
prior right to benefits has died;
and provided further that if, prior to the
date upon which this subdivision takes effect, benefits have been paid to the
father or
mother of a qualified person, who at the time had a child or
children, the rights or benefits shall not in addition accrue to said
child or
children as a result of the provisions of this subdivision.
      115-A:21  Time Limit;
Late Applications.  No bonus payment
shall be made under this subdivision unless application for the
bonus payment
is submitted within 5 years after the effective date of this subdivision.  Any claim for bonus payment after such
5-year period shall be made to the director of the veterans council, and if
approved by the director shall be submitted to the state
treasurer and shall be
a charge upon the general fund.
      115-A:22  Forfeiture of
Bonus.  Any person who obtains a bonus
payment under this subdivision by fraud shall forfeit such
bonus to the state.
      ­2  Contingency.  In keeping with the tradition of paying
veterans benefits only after the cessation of operations as declared
by the
Secretary of Defense, this act shall take effect 6 months following the date on
which such declaration is made.
      ­3  Effective Date. 
            I.  Section 1 of
this act shall take effect as provided in section 2 of this act.
            II.  The remainder
of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED
ANALYSIS
      This bill establishes a bonus payment for New Hampshire
veterans of Global War on Terrorism operations.
2004-0059h

Amendment to HB 1212
Proposed by the Committee on Children and Family Law - C

Amend the bill by inserting
after the enacting clause the following and renumbering the original sections
1-2 to read as 2-3:
      ­1  Statement of
Purpose.  The general court acknowledges
that current law requires  the case of a
juvenile committed to
the youth development center (YDC) to be closed and the
juvenile released no later than the juvenile's seventeenth birthday. 
The general court recognizes that
circumstances may exist under which a juvenile committed to YDC may benefit
from the
ongoing jurisdiction of the court. 
The general court wishes to authorize the department of health and human
services to
determine whether a committed juvenile who is approaching his or
her seventeenth birthday could benefit from the ongoing
jurisdiction of the
court and, if so, to authorize the department to file a motion requesting that
the court retain jurisdiction over
the committed juvenile until his or her
eighteenth birthday.  The general court
also wishes to clarify that such motions may be
brought only by the department
and only relative to committed juveniles approaching their seventeenth
birthdays.
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2004-0174h
Amendment to HB 1251-FN-A

Proposed by the Minority of the Committee
on Ways and Means - R
Amend the title of the bill
by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT     establishing a committee to study the ability of New Hampshire’s
existing tax structure to fund certain basic state
services.
Amend the bill by replacing
all after the enacting clause with the following:
      ­1  Committee
Established.  There is established a
committee to study the ability of New Hampshire’s existing tax structure
to continue to provide funding for the basic state services the legislature has
promised to the businesses, communities, and
individuals of this state.
      ­2  Membership and
Compensation.
            I.  The members of
the committee shall be as follows:
                  (a)  Four
members of the house of representatives, 3 of whom shall be appointed  by the speaker of the house and one
of whom
shall be appointed by the house minority leader.
                  (b)  Four
members of the senate, 3 of whom shall be 
appointed by the president of the senate and one of whom shall
be
appointed by the senate minority leader.
            II.  Members of
the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to
the duties of the committee.
      ­3  Duties.  The committee shall study the ability of New
Hampshire’s existing tax structure to continue to provide funding
for the basic
state services the legislature has promised to the businesses, communities, and
individuals of this state.
      ­4  Chairperson;
Quorum.  The members of the study
committee shall elect a chairperson from among the members.  The
first meeting of the committee shall be
called by the first-named house member. 
The first meeting of the committee shall be
held within 45 days of the
effective date of this section.   Five
members of the committee shall constitute a quorum.
      ­5  Report.  The committee shall report its findings and
any recommendations for proposed legislation to the speaker of the
house of
representatives, the senate president, the house  clerk, the senate clerk, the governor, and the state library on
or before
November 1, 2004.
      ­6  Effective Date.  This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED
ANALYSIS
      This act establishes a committee to study the ability of New
Hampshire’s existing tax structure to fund certain basic
services.
2004-0048h

Amendment to HB 1290
Proposed by the Committee on  Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs -
C

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the
following:
AN ACT   establishing
a study committee to examine time limits on eligibility for Temporary
Assistance for
Needy Families.
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting
clause with the following:
      ­1  Committee Established.  There is established a committee to study
time limits on eligibility for
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF).
      ­2  Membership and Compensation.
            I.  The members of the committee shall be as
follows:
                  (a)  Three members of the house, appointed by the
speaker of the house of representatives.
                  (b)  Two members of the senate, appointed by the
president of the senate.
            II.  Members of the committee shall receive
mileage at the legislative rate when attending to the duties
of the committee.
      ­3  Duties. 
The committee shall study eligibility periods for TANF.  Specifically, the committee shall
consider
the feasibility and consequences of amending the state plan to provide that an
individual may receive
TANF for a maximum of 24 months during any consecutive
60-month period.  The committee also may
compare eligibility periods in New Hampshire with those of neighboring states,
and may solicit such
information and testimony as may be necessary to assist
the committee in the performance of its duties.
      ­4  Chairperson; Quorum.  The members of the study committee shall
elect a chairperson from among the
members. 
The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the first-named
house member.  The first
meeting of the
committee shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this
section.  Four members of the
committee
shall constitute a quorum.
      ­5  Report. 
The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for
proposed legislation to
the speaker of the house of representatives, the
president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the
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governor, and
the state library on or before November 1, 2004.
      ­6  Effective Date.  This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED
ANALYSIS
      This bill establishes a committee to examine time limits on
eligibility for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families.
2004-0161h

Amendment to HB 1311-FN
Proposed by the Committee on Ways and Means
- C

Amend the title of the bill
by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT     establishing a committee to study decreasing the insurance
premium tax.
Amend the bill by replacing
all after the enacting clause with the following:
      ­1  Committee
Established.  There is established a
committee to study decreasing the insurance premium tax from 2
percent to one
percent.
      ­2  Membership and
Compensation.
            I.  The members of
the committee shall be as follows:
                  (a)  Five
members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house.
                  (b)  Five
members of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.
            II.  Members of
the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to
the duties of the committee.
      ­3  Duties.  The committee shall study the issue of
decreasing the insurance premium tax from 2 percent to one percent.
      ­4  Chairperson;
Quorum.  The members of the study
committee shall elect a chairperson from among the members.  The
first meeting of the committee shall be
called by the first-named house member. 
The first meeting of the committee shall be
held within 45 days of the
effective date of this section.  Six
members of the committee shall constitute a quorum.
      ­5  Report.  The committee shall report its findings and
any recommendations for proposed legislation to the speaker of the
house of
representatives, the senate president, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the
governor, and the state library on or before
November 1, 2004.
      ­6  Effective Date.  This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED
ANALYSIS
      This bill establishes a committee to study decreasing the
insurance premium tax from 2 percent to one percent.
2004-0149h

Amendment to HB 1365-FN
Proposed by the Committee on  Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs -
R

Amend the title of the bill
by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT     relative to  hearing ear
dogs, guide dogs, and service dogs.
Amend the bill by replacing
all after the enacting clause with the following:
      ­1  Hearing Ear Dogs,
Guide Dogs, and Service Dogs; Penalty. 
Amend RSA 167-D:9 to read as follows:
      167-D:9  Penalty;
Restitution Required.
            I.  Any person violating any provision
of this chapter shall be guilty of a  misdemeanor.
            II.(a)(1) 
In any case in which the defendant is convicted under this section, he
or she shall also be ordered to
make full restitution for all damages,
including incidental and consequential expenses incurred by the animal user
and
the animal which arise out of or are related to the criminal offense.  Restitution for a conviction under this
section shall include, but is not limited to:
                              (A)  The value of the replacement of an
incapacitated or deceased hearing ear dog, guide dog, or
service dog, the
training of such animal, or retraining of the affected animal and all related
veterinary and care
expenses; and
                              (B)  Medical expenses of the animal user,
training of the animal user, and compensation for wages
or earned income lost
by the animal user.
                        (2) 
Any moneys received for restitution under this subparagraph relative to
the value of the replacement of an
incapacitated or deceased hearing ear dog,
guide dog, or service dog, the training of such animal, or retraining of the
animal
shall be given to the organization which donated the dog, if such
organization is known.
                  (b)  Nothing
in this paragraph shall affect any civil remedies available for violation of
this chapter.
                  (c)  For purposes of this paragraph, “value”
means the value to the hearing ear, guide, or service animal
user and does not
refer to cost or fair market value.
      ­2  Hearing Ear Dogs,
Guide Dogs, and Service Dogs; Public Awareness Day.  The general court hereby requests that the
governor proclaim  a day to recognize the value of hearing ear
dogs, guide dogs, and service dogs and to promote public
awareness of the value
of such dogs.  The governor shall urge
local communities to observe such day to recognize the value of
such service
animals and to promote public awareness of the value of service animals.
      ­3  Effective Date.  This act shall take effect January 1, 2005.

AMENDED
ANALYSIS
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      This bill  requires a
person interfering with a hearing ear dog, guide dog, or service dog to make
full restitution for all
damages.  The
bill also requests the governor to proclaim a day to recognize the value of
services animals and to promote public
awareness of the value of such animals.
2004-0166h

Amendment to HB 1370
Proposed by the Committee on Ways and Means
- C

Amend the title of the bill
by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT     establishing a committee to study property tax relief.
Amend the bill by replacing
section 1 with the following:
      ­1  Committee
Established.  There is established a
committee to study property tax relief, without implementing any new
broad-based tax.
 
Amend subparagraphs I(a) and
I(b) as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing them with the following:
                  (a)  Five
members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house
of representatives.
                  (b)  Five
members of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.
Amend the bill by replacing
section 3 with the following:
      ­3  Duties.  The committee shall study any and all
existing and proposed state and local property tax relief proposals
including,
but not limited to, abatements, credits, exemptions, and reimbursements.
Amend the bill by replacing
section 5 with the following:
      ­5  Report.  The committee shall report its findings and
any recommendations for proposed legislation to the speaker of the
house of
representatives, the senate president, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the
governor, and the state library in an
interim report on or before November 1,
2004 and in a final report on or before November 1, 2005.

AMENDED
ANALYSIS
      This bill establishes a committee to study property tax relief.
2004-0117h

Amendment to HB 1378-FN-A
Proposed by the Committee on State-Federal
Relations and Veterans Affairs - C

Amend the title of the bill
by replacing it with the following:
AN ACT     relative to New Hampshire service medals for veterans of World
War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War and
making an appropriation
therefor.
Amend the bill by replacing
section 1 with the following:
      ­1  New Subdivision;
Service Medals for Veterans of World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam
War.  Amend RSA
115-A by inserting after
section 15 the following new subdivision:
New Hampshire Service Medals
      115-A:16  New Hampshire
Service Medals.
            I.  The adjutant
general shall, with the cooperation and advice of the director of the state
veteran’s council and the state
veterans advisory committee, design and cause
to be manufactured service medals for service in World War II, the Korean War,
and the Vietnam War.
            II.  The medals
shall be bronze and shall be designed in a manner which:
                  (a) 
Indicates the major branches of the armed forces, which are the army,
navy, air force, marine corps, and coast
guard.
                  (b) 
Displays the seal of the state of New Hampshire and a likeness of the
“Old Man of the Mountain.”
                  (c) 
Displays an inscription stating that the medal is a “New Hampshire Award
for Service,” the name of the war in
which the recipient served and the
beginning and ending dates of the war.
      115-A:17  Eligibility
for Medal.  Any person who served in any
of the following wars; who, if deemed necessary by the
adjutant general, earned
the appropriate service medal; and who was honorably discharged, or who is
missing in action, or who
was killed in action; and who, at the time of entry
on such active service, and at the time of such service was a bona fide
resident
of this state shall be eligible for the medal provided under this
subdivision.  Eligible service is
service in:
            I.  “World War II”
between December 7, 1941 and December 31, 1946.
            II.  The “Korean
War” between June 27, 1950 and January 31, 1955.
            III.  The “Vietnam
War” between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 or between February 28, 1961 and
May 7, 1975 for
persons who served in Vietnam prior to August 5, 1964.
      115-A:18  Application
for Service Medal.  Any person eligible
for a service medal under this subdivision, or if such person is
incapacitated
or deceased, the surviving spouse or child of such eligible person, may apply
to the adjutant general for such
service medal during 2-year application time
periods established by the adjutant general for each war.  The adjutant general
shall establish
application forms and procedures.
      115-A:19 
Rulemaking.  The adjutant general
shall adopt rules, pursuant to RSA 541-A, relative to:
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            I.  The dates for the 2-year application time
period for each war for which a service medal may be awarded under this
subdivision.
            II.  Application
forms and procedures under RSA 115-A:18.
            III.  Any other
matter deemed necessary by the adjutant general relative to the design,
manufacture, or distribution of
service medals under this subdivision.
      115-A:20  Gifts, Grants,
and Donations.  Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the adjutant general may solicit and
receive monetary
gifts, grants, or donations for the purpose of paying costs of the design,
manufacture, and distribution of New
Hampshire service medals under this
subdivision.
      115-A:21  New Hampshire
Service Medal Fund.  There is
established in the office of the state treasurer a fund to be known
as the New
Hampshire service medal fund.  All
monetary gifts, grants, and donations received by the adjutant general pursuant
to RSA 115-A:20 shall be deposited in such fund.  The fund is established to pay the costs of the design,
manufacture, and
distribution of New Hampshire service medals under this
subdivision.  The money in this fund
shall be nonlapsing and shall be
continually appropriated to the department of
the adjutant general.

AMENDED
ANALYSIS
      This bill establishes New Hampshire service medals for veterans
of World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War
who were residents of New
Hampshire at their time of entrance into military service.  An appropriation is made to the adjutant
general for purposes of design, manufacture, and distribution of the medals.
2004-0070h

Amendment to HB 1397
Proposed by the Committee on  Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs -
C

Amend the bill by inserting
after section 2 the following and renumbering the original section 3 to read as
4:
      ­3  New Subparagraph;
Health Education Review Committee; Membership; School Guidance Counselor
Added.  Amend
RSA 186:67-a, II by
inserting after subparagraph (o) the following new subparagraph:
                  (p)  One
member who is a school guidance counselor, appointed by the New Hampshire
School Counselor Association.

AMENDED
ANALYSIS
      This bill expands the duties of the health education review
committee to include specific consideration of youth suicide
prevention
initiatives.  The bill also provides for
the appointment of a school guidance counselor to the committee.
      This bill is a request of the youth suicide prevention
committee, 2003, 142  (HB 240).
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