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HOUSE RECORD
First Year of the 155th
Session of the General Court

Calendar and Journal of the 1997 Session
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1997 No. 46

Contains: Hearings, Notices, Work Sessions, Reports
and Amendments for April 10.

HOUSE CALENDAR

The House will meet Thursday, April 10th
at 10:00 a.m. The next session day is tentatively scheduled for
Wednesday, April 23rd.

This week's calendar contains committee reports from
the House Finance Committee on money bills referred from other
House policy committees
as well as revenue and budget bills. House
Rule 47 requires that the Finance Committee present a balanced
budget to the House. It has been the
practice of the House that
we first take up those revenue bills required to fund the proposed
budget and then proceed to address the budget. For this
reason,
the bills listed in this week's calendar are not all in numerical
order.

Members are encouraged to attend the budget briefing
on Monday, April 7th at 1:00 p.m. to improve their
understanding of HB 1, the operating
budget, and HB 2, the trailer
bill, and to have any questions answered by members of the Finance
Committee.

All House members are cordially invited to a light
breakfast in the Speaker's Office on Thursday, April 10 from 8:30
to 9:30 a.m.

Notice is hereby given that every Session Day shall
be a Consent Calendar Day as set out in House Rule 51.

Donna Sytek, Speaker

NOTICE

There will be a meeting for Chairmen and Vice Chairmen
on Wednesday, April 9 at 9:00 a.m. in Room 201, LOB

Donna Sytek, Speaker

NOTICE

There will be a Republican Caucus on Thursday, April
10 at 9:30 a.m. in Representatives Hall.

Rep. Robert L. Wheeler, Majority Leader

NOTICE

There will be a Democratic Caucus on Thursday, April
10 at 9:30 a.m. in Rooms 305-307 of the Legislative Office Building.

Rep. Peter Hoe Burling, Democratic Leader

NOTICE
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Due to the House budget briefing, parking on Monday,
April 7 will be the same as if it was a House Session day.

Rob Johnson, Sergeant-at-Arms

THURSDAY, APRIL 10

CONSENT CALENDAR

FINANCE

HB 245-FN-A, making certain
real estate transfers taxable. RE-REFER TO COMMITTEE

Rep. David J. Alukonis for Finance: The Committee
afforded critical and thorough review to this proposal and has
found that the legislative
measures contained in this bill would
give rise to significant problems regarding real estate transfers,
stock transfers and investments. The
Committee has chosen to re-refer
the proposal in order to further review the possible tax loop-hole
that the sponsor of the bill had intended to
address Vote 20-1.

HB 638-FN, requiring random
on-site inspection and testing of certain sludge and biosolid
samples. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Rep. Arthur P. Klemm, Jr. for Finance: This bill
allows for random on-site inspection and testing of sludge or
biosolid samples to be used for any
land application. The amendment,
which is a compromise between the Committee on Environment and
Agriculture, Department of Environmental
Services, and the sludge
certification holders, sets up a pilot program for one year for
the testing with the sludge certification holders paying a
$500.00
fee for certification to pay for the testing. The Committee on
Finance agreed with this compromise. Vote 19-1.

HB 744-FN, relative to
administrative fines for violations of safety regulations regarding
water pollution and waste disposal, authorizing the
attorney general
to enjoin any youth camp, public swimming pool, or spa operating
without approval, and relative to the legal status of local river
management advisory committees. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Rep. Stephen T. DeStefano for Finance: This amended
bill authorizes the Department of Environmental Services to take
water samples of public
swimming pools and spas. The costs of
these samplings shall be paid by the owner or operator of these
facilities. This bill was requested by DES.
Vote 21-0.

THURSDAY, APRIL 10

REGULAR CALENDAR

FINANCE

HB 53-FN-A, relative to
the meals and rooms tax and tourism promotion and making appropriations
therefor. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT

Rep. Charles L. Vaughn for Finance: The amendment
removes the contentious condominium timeshare tax but requires
the electronic filing of
returns for the meals and rooms tax,
keeping the fifteenth day of the month as the last day for filing
the results. The Committee funded an additional
$2 million for
tourism promotion in the budget and, based on expert advice, increased
estimated meals and rooms tax revenues to pay for it. Vote
21-0.

HB 602-FN-A, repealing
the franchise tax on electrical utilities and replacing it with
a tax on the distribution of electricity. OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT

Rep. Avis B. Nichols for Finance: This bill repeals
the franchise tax on electric utilities because after de-regulation
there will no longer be any
franchise. The bill replaces the franchise
tax with a tax on electric consumption which will be collected
by the provider of electricity. The tax rate is
set at .00055
cents per kilowatt hour and is intended to replace existing net
franchise tax revenues. This bill should have no impact on electricity
rates. Vote 21-0.

HB 731-FN-A-L, relative
to the taxation of sand, gravel, loam, and other similar substances.
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Rep. Kenneth L. Weyler for Finance: This bill establishes
a gravel tax of $.02 per yard of gravel removed, payable to the
municipality. It replaces
the discounted cash flow method. A two-year
study preceded this bill. It dealt with many contentious issues
and developed a compromise. Pit area is
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taxed at commercial rates,
and overall rates will be no lower than they were in 1994. Vote
17-4.

HB 810-FN-A, appropriating
certain funds from the highway surplus account to the department
of transportation. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT

Rep. Earle W. Chandler for Finance: This bill appropriates
$5,000,000. from the highway surplus fund for Department of Transportation
projects.
This method allows an earlier start on the construction
season than might otherwise be possible if awaiting full budget
approval. Vote 21-0.

HB 25-A, making appropriations
for capital improvements, establishing a committee to study federal
buildings and patients needs relative to the
veteran's home, and
relative to the purposes of the health care transition fund. OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Rep. David J. Alukonis for Finance: The Committee
is in general concurrence with the capital budget bill as crafted
by the House Public Works
Committee. It has, however, suggested
a few changes which are a result of new information which has
been gained since the Public Works
Committee acted on the bill.
The amendment adds the Dover District Courthouse and removes funding
for the Carroll County Superior Courthouse.
This change is in
accord with the court system's priority list and results in a
net reduction in capital expenditures of $672,000. The Dover
Courthouse
was funded because a site in Dover has just recently been selected
and approved by the Court Accreditation Committee. The Committee
also adjusted the funding for three projects in the Community
Technical College System. The changes allow for the purchase of
a student
informational tracking system which was the system's
number one priority. This $1 million project was funded by adjusting
the amounts funded for
two other projects. The net change to the
Community College System's capital budget is additional funding
of $100,000. The Finance Committee
additionally funded the second
phase computer implementation program in the Department of Education
with $485,000. This project was
inadvertently omitted in the original
capital budget bill. The Finance Committee also removed $14,786,125
in funding for computer system
initiatives in the Department of
Health and Human Services due to technical issues in the funding
mechanism. The funds will be included, and the
unresolved technical
issues addressed, in forthcoming legislation. Additionally, the
Committee added several lapse dates and technical corrections
to the capital budget that were suggested by the LBA. Vote 22-0.

HB 50-FN-A-L, increasing
aid for kindergarten programs, and establishing a program for
the construction of public kindergarten facilities and
making
an appropriation therefor. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Kenneth L. Weyler for the Majority of Finance:
The amendment to HB 50 meets the intended goal of improving access
to kindergarten for
New Hampshire children. The amendment sets
state payments to school districts with approved kindergarten
programs at a level which will more
likely be sustained in future
years and reflects current law, $500 per child. The amendment
creates a limited time incentive of $1,250 per child for
those
districts which implement kindergarten programs after July 1,
1997. The incentive ends after three years, at which time such
districts would
receive the same $500 per child rate as other
districts. The amendment provides for qualified districts to receive
state building aid at the 75% rate
for kindergarten construction.
The amendment does not permit the 100% state bonded construction
grants envisioned by the original bill. The
majority believes
that this program will permit New Hampshire to responsibly address
the issue of kindergarten access without establishing
programs
which would compete with or compromise existing state commitments.
Vote 13-8.

Rep. Mary Jane Wallner for the Minority of Finance:
Governor Shaheen presented a balanced, fair and well thought-out
plan. The children of New
Hampshire deserve the passage of this
bill as originally proposed. Every child in New Hampshire is entitled
to equal state support for kindergarten.
The amendment makes drastic
cuts to the Governor's proposal at a time when we should be investing
in our most valuable resource, our children..

HB 564-FN-A, increasing
the cigarette tax and designating a portion of the revenue for
anti-smoking programs aimed at teenagers. OUGHT TO
PASS WITH AMENDMENT

Rep. Kenneth L. Weyler for Finance: This bill increases
per pack cigarette tax by 20 cents to 45 cents per pack. All tobacco
products are similarly
taxed. The new rate takes effect June 1,
1997 and will apply to inventory available on that date. The amendment
removes the dedicated fund
proposed in the original bill and insures
that all income is deposited in the general fund. Vote 13-8.

HB 1-A, making appropriations
for the expenses of certain departments of the state for the fiscal
years ending June 30, 1998, and June 30, 1999.
OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT

Rep. Neal M. Kurk for Finance: This bill is the balanced
House spending plan for the State of New Hampshire for fiscal
years 1998 and 1999. Vote
19-1.

HB 2-FN-A, relative to
state fees, funds, revenues and expenditures. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT

Rep. Neal M. Kurk for Finance: This bill complements
HB 1-A, the biennial budget. It makes statutory changes to allow
HB 1-A to be executed
appropriately. Vote 19-1.

JUDICIARY AND FAMILY LAW
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HB 609-FN-L, enacting
the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) and relative
to child support. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT

Rep. Deborah L. Woods for Judiciary and Family Law:
The purpose of this bill is to enact the Uniform Interstate Family
Support Act (UIFSA) and
to improve procedures and processes related
to the establishment of paternity and the establishment and enforcement
of child support obligations as
an integral part of achieving
welfare reform by increasing child support collections, therefore
increasing the income available to households with
children, and
enabling families to become self sufficient and leave public assistance.
Primarily a federal mandate, this bill caused great concern for
members of the committee, including the sponsors who sit on the
committee. Issues concerning protection of confidential information
of individuals
as well as how the bill would affect the Department
of Employment Security; the banking industry; and people who were
caught up in the system
who should not be. The committee had re-committed
because it only had 6 days between the public hearing on 2/27/97
and the due date to report it
out 3/5/97. Over the past four weeks
the committee had the opportunity to go over the bill line by
line. Protections for privacy were added.
Concerns of the banks
and Department of Employment Security were addressed. At the same
time, it was important that this bill comply with the
federal
law to avoid the loss of millions of dollars in revenue for child
care; for employers; for temporary assistance to needy families.
The majority
of the committee believes that it has crafted the
best bill it can, and that it is an important and necessary bill.
If ought to pass with amendment is
successful, the committee will
continue to follow this bill closely to ensure its concerns are
known and to perhaps find further ways to make it
better. Vote
17-3.

HOUSE BILLS AMENDED BY THE SENATE

HB 105, allowing an extension
of time limits upon a showing of good cause for holding an adjudicatory
hearing in certain delinquency cases. (SJ
10)

HB 165, establishing a
committee to study withdrawal from cooperative school districts.
(SJ 10)

HB 230, establishing a
committee to study the school building aid system. (SJ 10)

HB 315, expanding certain
financial powers of village districts. (SJ 10)

HB 338, repealing certain
requirements relative to the duty to deliver a copy of process
to prisoners. (SJ 10)

HB 343, relative to authority
by governmental entities over driveways and other accesses to
public ways. (SJ 10)

HB 392, changing references
to the "BOCA Basic Building Code" to "BOCA National
Building Code." (SJ 10)

LAID ON TABLE

HB 198-L, allowing municipalities
to offer tax incentives to foster growth in new and existing industrial
construction. (Pending question is the
adoption of the Committee
report, re-refer to committee.)

HR 19, affirming unrestricted revenue estimates for
fiscal years 1998 and 1999. (Pending question is ordering to third
reading.)

COMMITTEE HEARINGS

MONDAY, APRIL 7

ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE, Room 303, LOB

10:00 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 29, establishing
a pet overpopulation trust.

10:30 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 31, relative
to rabies certificates.

11:00 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 145-LOCAL,
relative to the definition of "open space land" for
purposes of current use taxation.

2:00 p.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 30, relative
to time of dog licensure.

2:30 p.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 32, relative
to dogs at large.

Executive session on pending legislation may be held
throughout the day, time permitting, from the time the committee
is initially convened.
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FINANCE, Rooms 210-211, LOB

11:00 a.m. Informational session on House budget
briefing.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, Room 301, LOB

10:00 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 56-FN-LOCAL,
establishing a method for repurchase of tax-deeded property by
the former owner of
the property and limiting the recovery by
municipalities of proceeds from sales of tax-deeded property.

10:30 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 198-FN-LOCAL,
relative to the standard for granting of variances by zoning boards
of adjustment
from dimensional requirements.

11:00 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 151,
relative to final orders on appeals of decisions of zoning boards
of adjustment.

Executive session on pending legislation may be held
throughout the day, time permitting, from the time the committee
is initially convened.

TRANSPORTATION, Room 203, LOB

9:00 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 189-FN-L,
authorizing the department of safety to issue resident driver's
licenses to certain aliens.

10:00 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 119,
prohibiting a person convicted of any sexual offense, felony,
or DWI offense from obtaining a
waiver to remove the person's
driver's license image from department of safety records.

10:30 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 187,
relative to the penalties for certain court defaults.

Executive session on pending legislation may be held
throughout the day, time permitting, from the time the committee
is initially convened.

TUESDAY, APRIL 8

LEGISLATIVE FACILITIES (RSA 17-E:2), Room 103, State
House

9:00 a.m. Regular meeting.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9

COMMERCE, Room 302, LOB

9:00 a.m. Subcommittee work session on SB 94-L, relative
to the financing of the New Hampshire civic center commission.

9:30 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 190, exempting
insurance companies newly located in New Hampshire from having
to make payments
to the administration fund during their first
3 years in the state and relative to investments by insurance
companies in mutual funds.

10:00 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 1, relative
to exclusive arrangements with managed care insurers.

11:00 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 165,
relative to Medicare and health maintenance organizations and
small employer and individual
insurance.

1:15 p.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 130, relative
to the portability, availability, and renewability of health coverage.

2:00 p.m. Continued public hearing on SB 17, restricting
check collection charges by creditors and debt collectors.

2:30 p.m. Continued public hearing on SB 18, relative
to the sale of certain items at flea markets.

Executive session on pending legislation may be held
throughout the day, time permitting, from the time the committee
is initially convened.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY, Room 204, LOB

1:00 p.m. Executive session and committee work on
re-referred bills.

EDUCATION, Room 207, LOB
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9:30 a.m. Executive session on pending legislation.

11:00 a.m. Subcommittee work session on SB 154, relative
to charter schools.

1:00 p.m. Subcommittee work session on HB 538, requiring
every pupil receiving state-funded scholarships or grants for
postsecondary education
to pass a drug test as a condition for
receiving such funds, and requiring repayment of such moneys upon
conviction of a drug-related offense.

ELECTION LAW, Room 308, LOB

9:30 a.m. SB 70, establishing a committee to examine
campaign finance reform.

10:00 a.m. SB 97-LOCAL, relative to polling hours.

Executive session on pending legislation may be held
throughout the day, time permitting, from the time the committee
is initially convened.

ELECTRIC UTILITY RESTRUCTURING OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
(RSA 374-F:5), Room 304, LOB

1:00 p.m. Regular meeting.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 202,
LOB

9:30 a.m. Subcommittee work session on SB 131-FN,
allowing certain state employees to take paid leave to participate
in disaster relief service
work.

10:00 a.m. Subcommittee work session on SB 124, relative
to the imposition of fines by the state board of licensure for
land surveyors.

11:00 a.m. Subcommittee work session on SB 48-FN,
to provide an optional retirement program for certain employees
of the department of regional
community-technical colleges.

FINANCE, Rooms 210-211, LOB

10:00 a.m. Executive session.

JOINT EMPLOYEE LABOR RELATIONS COMMITTEE (RSA 273-A:9,v),
Room 205, LOB

2:00 p.m. Public hearing.

JUDICIARY AND FAMILY LAW, Room 208, LOB

9:30 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 85, making
technical changes in laws relative to the probate courts.

10:15 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 81, relative
to the administration of estates.

11:00 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 96-FN,
relative to the priority of charges in probate of estates.

Executive session on pending legislation may be held
throughout the day, time permitting, from the time the committee
is initially convened.

LABOR, INDUSTRIAL AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES, Room
306, LOB

9:00 a.m. Subcommittee work session on SB 13, relative
to continuing education for claims adjusters.

10:30 a.m. Subcommittee work session on SB 41, relative
to the time for filing requests for a hearing with the department
of labor concerning
violations of the whistleblower protection
act

LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION, Room 307, LOB

10:00 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on CACR 12,
relating to returning annual legislative sessions to biennial
legislative sessions. Providing that
the general court shall meet
biennially.

10:45 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 90-FN,
requiring all proposed legislation affecting independently owned
small businesses to include
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an analysis of the cost of the legislation.

Executive session on pending legislation may be held
throughout the day, time permitting, from the time the committee
is initially convened.

LOCAL AND REGULATED REVENUES, Room 206, LOB

10:00 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 74-FN,
allowing holders of retail wine and combination wine and beverage
licenses to sell fortified
wines.

10:15 a.m. Rescheduled continued public hearing on
SB 87, relative to permissible agreements between beverage manufacturers
and vendors and
beverage wholesale distributors.

Executive session on pending legislation may be held
throughout the day, time permitting, from the time the committee
is initially convened.

MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY GOVERNMENT, Room 301, LOB

10:00 a.m. Rescheduled public hearing on SB 5, relative
to deposits and investments by trustees of town trust funds in
credit unions and in mutual
funds.

10:30 a.m. Continued public hearing on SB 179, establishing
a committee to study creating a New Hampshire local government
records
management improvement fund.

Executive session on pending legislation may be held
throughout the day, time permitting, from the time the committee
is initially convened.

RESOURCES, RECREATION AND DEVELOPMENT, Room 305,
LOB

10:30 a.m. Full committee briefing by the Department
of Environmental Services on drinking water rules for public water
systems.

Executive session on pending legislation may be held
throughout the day, time permitting, from the time the committee
is initially convened.

SCIENCE , TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY, Room 304, LOB

9:30 a.m. Rescheduled electric utilities subcommittee
work session on SB 116, relative to the regulation of rural electric
cooperatives by the public
utilities commission.

10:30 a.m. Rescheduled electric utilities subcommittee
work session on HB 651-FN-LOCAL, relative to electric rate reduction
financing.

TRANSPORTATION, Room 203, LOB

10:00 a.m. Executive session on pending legislation.

WILDLIFE AND MARINE RESOURCES, Room 303, LOB (Please
note room change.)

10:00 a.m. Public hearing on proposed amendment to
SB 123, relative to shellfish harvesting areas. (Copies of the
amendment are available from
the Sergeant-at-Arms office.)

THURSDAY, APRIL 10

ETHICS COMMITTEE (RSA 14-B:2), Room 105A, State House

9:00 a.m. Regular meeting.

LOCAL AND REGULATED REVENUES, Room 206, LOB

Executive session on pending legislation immediately
following the session, if needed.

PEASE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY BOARD OF DIRECTORS (RSA
12-G:4), Authority Offices Conference Room, 360 Corporate Drive,
Pease International Tradeport

8:30 a.m. Regular meeting.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 11

BOARD OF MANUFACTURED HOUSING (RSA 205-A:25), Room
201, LOB

10:00 a.m. Complaint hearing and regular meeting.

MONDAY, APRIL 14

FISCAL COMMITTEE (RSA 14:30-a), Rooms 210-211, LOB

9:00 a.m. Rescheduled regular business.

9:30 a.m. Rescheduled audits.

Department of State and related boards and commissions
for the ten months ended April 30, 1996 and New Hampshire Retirement
System
management letter for the year ended June 30, 1996.

LONG-RANGE CAPITAL PLANNING AND UTILIZATION (RSA
17-M), NH Hospital, Acute Psychiatric Services Building, Conference
Room

9:00 a.m. Subcommittee meeting.

TUESDAY, APRIL 15

COMMERCE, Room 302, LOB

10:00 a.m. Second public hearing on SB 101, requiring
certain hospitals to file certain forms with the director of charitable
trusts.

Executive session on pending legislation may be held
throughout the day, time permitting, from the time the committee
is initially convened.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 202,
LOB

10:00 a.m. Executive session on pending legislation.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16

COMMERCE, Room 302, LOB

10:00 a.m. Executive session on pending legislation.

PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS, Room 201, LOB

9:30 a.m. Executive session on pending legislation.

SCIENCE , TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY, Room 304, LOB

9:30 a.m. Committee meeting to hear a presentation
from Connecticut Valley Electric Company about a proposed settlement
in Vermont regarding
electric utility restructuring.

STATE FEDERAL RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS, Room
301, LOB

9:30 a.m. SJR 3, urging the United States Congress
to adopt a constitutional amendment for environmental rights.

10:30 a.m. SB 112, establishing a commission on environmental
programs.

Executive session on pending legislation may be held
throughout the day, time permitting, from the time the committee
is initially convened.

FRIDAY, APRIL 18
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ADMINISTRATIVE RULES (RSA 541-A:2), Rooms 306-308,
LOB

9:00 a.m. Regular meeting.

TUESDAY, APRIL 22

STATE FEDERAL RELATIONS AND VETERANS AFFAIRS, Rooms
301-303, LOB

9:30 a.m. Briefing by Congressman Bass.

Executive session on pending legislation may be held
throughout the day, time permitting, from the time the committee
is initially convened.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23

ELECTION LAW, Room 308, LOB

9:30 a.m. Public informational session on campaign
finance reform. The committee is meeting to obtain information
from the public on campaign
finance reform.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION, Room 202,
LOB

9:00 a.m. Subcommittee work session on HB 281, relative
to regulation of medical assistants.

THURSDAY, APRIL 24

COMMERCE, Room 302, LOB

9:30 a.m. Subcommittee work session on SB 22, relative
to health benefit plans sponsored by qualified franchise associations.

MONDAY, APRIL 28

OIL FUND DISBURSEMENT (RSA 146-D:4), Room 305, LOB

9:00 a.m. Hearing and regular meeting.

TUESDAY, APRIL 29

COMMERCE, Room 302, LOB

10:00 a.m. Executive session on pending legislation.

ELECTION LAW, Room 308, LOB

7:00 p.m. Public informational session on campaign
finance reform. The committee is meeting to obtain information
from the public on campaign
finance reform.

OFFICIAL NOTICES

COUNTY DELEGATION NOTICE

Rockingham County Executive Committee will meet Friday,
April 18 at 9:30 a.m. in the Hilton Auditorium, Rockingham County
Nursing Home.

Rep. Sherman A. Packard, Chairman

Rockingham County Executive Committee

******

The New Hampshire Supreme Court has announced that
typewritten memoranda on the questions presented by the request
of the House for an
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opinion of the justices on the constitutionality
of HB 198-LOCAL on municipal tax exemptions for industrial construction
may be furnished by any
attorney, legislator, organization, interested
party or member of the public on or before April 28, 1997. An
original and fifteen copies of any
memorandum must be filed with
the clerk's office.

Howard J. Zibel, Clerk

New Hampshire Supreme Court

******

Members are reminded that material in mailboxes needs
approval of the chairman of the Legislative Administration Committee.
Such material
should relate to legislative business and must indicate
the identity of the sender.

Rep. Channing T. Brown, Chairman

Legislative Administration Committee

******

THE MOST RECENT INFORMATION ON HOUSE-CALENDAR DELIVERY:

Arrangements have been made to have our Friday mailings
now leave Concord at 2:00 p.m. bound for the Manchester Distribution
Center.
Additionally, the Postal Representative assisting us has
notified the Supervisors in all of the Post Offices where late
delivery has been a consistent
problem (based on the return envelopes
we collected) to be alert for mail addressed to State Representatives.
If you continue to experience late
delivery, please save your
envelope when it does arrive.; write on it the date of receipt
and bring the envelope to the Clerk's Office. This has been a
great help trying to isolate the problems. Thank you for your
cooperation.

Karen O. Wadsworth, Clerk of the House

******

REVISED AMENDED FISCAL NOTES

The following HBs have a revised or amended fiscal
note: HBs 25, 50, 120, 151, 181, 186, 187, 225, 243, 262, 340;
378, 379, 430, 457, 459, 498,
511, 516, 530, 557, 559, 560, 562,
564, 565, 567; 568, 569, 570; 572, 573, 577, 578; 580, 587, 588,
589; 591, 592, 593, 595, 596, 598, 599, 602;
603; 604, 605; 607;
608, 610; 615; 617; 618; 619;622, 625; 626, 627; 636, 637, 638;
643; 644,645; 649; 657, 661; 663, 671, 686; 688, 689, 696,
700,
702, 716; 719; 720, 723, 724, 725, 726, 727, 729, 731, 733, 734,
735, 737, 739, 740, 741, 742, 743, 744, 745, 747, 748, 749, 750,
751, 760,
761, 762, 763. 764, 765,766, 767, 768, 769, 770, 771,
773, 774, 780, 781, 783, 784, 785, 786, 788, 791, 792, 794, 795,
796 and 799.

Leo J. Callahan, Assistant Clerk

******

When the House Clerk is aware of House Members who
are hospitalized or homebound by serious illness, it will publish
a list of names and
addresses so that their colleagues who so
desire may send cards and greetings.

Beverly A. Gage, 75 South Policy Street Lot 31, Salem,
New Hampshire 03079-2919

Paul W. Taylor, 214 Harris Road, Nashua, New Hampshire
03060-3708

Karen O. Wadsworth, Clerk of the House

******

MEMBERS' NOTICES

The following notices are published in the House
record as a courtesy to the member(s) requesting publication.
These are not official public notices
and will be limited to legislative
policy or social activities and political meetings or events.
Publication should not be construed as support for either
the
events listed or the view espoused by the individual or organization
sponsoring the event.
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******

Members of the NH Senate and House are encouraged
to utilize the complimentary ski privileges afforded them. Upon
presentation of proper
credentials at the ticket window, NH Senators
and Representatives may receive a lift ticket for their personal
use and one for a guest. The elected
official must be present
to personally present the credentials, unless prior arrangement
is made with Commissioner Thomson. (Lift tickets are to be
picked
up at Guest Services at Sunapee; and at Guest Services or the
Ticket Window at Cannon.)

Donna Sytek, Speaker

******

Improve your mind, and recycle! Bring a book - Buy
a book is located outside the cafeteria. It is sponsored by the
OWLs. All moneys go to the
scholarship fund.

Rep. Betsy McKinney

******

The Hillsborough County Republican Committee is holding
its Annual Lincoln Day Dinner on Friday, April 4 at the Knights
of Columbus Hall, 42
Elm Street, Milford. Congressman John Kasich
will be the speaker. The reception begins at 6:30 p.m. with the
roast beef dinner being served at 7:00
p.m. Tickets are $15 and
are available from Reps. Maurice Goulet (4-88) or Carol H. Holden(3-1).

Rep. Carol H. Holden

******

The Manchester Legislative Delegation will be meeting
with the Mayor of Manchester on Monday, April 7 at 8:30 a.m. in
the Aldermanic
Chambers at City Hall. Refreshments will be served.

Rep. Lou D'Allesandro

******

The House will be celebrating NH Tartan Day on April
10, 1997. While Governor Shaheen has proclaimed the actual day,
April 6, the next session
day is the 10th. All House members are
encouraged to wear their tartans, if they have one, or wear the
New Hampshire Tartan which was adopted
by the legislature in 1995.

Rep. Stephen G. Avery

******

All legislators and staff are cordially invited to
the Crossover reception hosted by the New Hampshire Automobile
Dealers Association at its offices
on 507 South Street (just up
from the Hampton Inn) on Thursday, April 10 from 4:00 to 7:00
p.m. (or immediately following the House session).
Hors d'ouevres,
refreshments, door prizes and entertainment for a well-deserved
recess. Handicapped accessible.

Reps. Robert L. Wheeler and Peter Hoe Burling

******

Legislators for Limited Spending will meet Thursday,
April 10 during session lunch break in Room 105A, State House.
Bring your own lunch.

Rep. Frances L. Riley

******

The monthly meeting of the OWLs will be held Thursday,
April 10 at noon in Rooms 306-308, LOB. The speaker will be Kendall
F. Wiggin, State
Librarian.

Rep. M. Virginia Burke
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******

The Strafford County Republican Committee is holding
its annual Lincoln Day dinner on Sunday, April 13 at the Rochester
Elks Hall, 41 Columbus
Avenue, Rochester. Cocktail hour begins
at 4:30 p.m., with dinner and dance from 5:30 to 9:00 p.m. Guest
Speaker will be Congressman John E.
Sununu. Tickets: Single $20,
Couple $35. Contact Rep. Robert E. McKinley, 473-2347 or Jim Connelly,
332-5333.

Rep. Robert E. McKinley

******

Do you have any interesting tales or stories of the
past 25 years in the legislature? The OWLs' Anniversary Book will
be going to press soon and we
would like some anecdotal stories
for posterity.

Rep. Betsy McKinney

******

The New Hampshire Federation of Republican Women
cordially invites you to join them for their Annual Lilac Luncheon
with Guest Speaker
Steve Forbes. This year's luncheon is being
held at the Castleton in Windham on Monday, May 5 at 11:30 a.m.
Tickets are $25 and are available
from Rep. Cynthia Dokmo (5-28)
or Rep. Carol Holden (3-1).

Rep. Carol H. Holden

******

The University of New Hampshire Alumni Association
invites all members to a breakfast reception on Wednesday, April
23, 7:30 -9:00 a.m.,
Eagle's Nest Restaurant, Eagle Square, Concord.
Come meet UNH President Joan Leitzel.

Rep. Amanda A. Merrill

******

The 1997 State House softball team is being formed
for games to be played from late April through June. The games
take place on Mondays during
the early evenings at DOT field,
Hazen Drive. All staff and legislators (or others) who want to
play may contact Curtis Barry at 3663 or Erik
Schneiderhan at
2136.

Reps. Robert A. Wheeler and Peter Hoe Burling

******

The Department of Transportation will hold the following
meetings:

Apr 8 Town Office Meeting Room, Main Street, New
Hampton, 7:00 p.m. Public Informational/Public Officials meeting,
New Hampton, Dana Hill
Road/NH Railroad.

Apr 9 Stoddard Town Hall, Route 123, Stoddard, 7:00
p.m. Public hearing, Stoddard, NH Route 9.

Apr 10 Newfields Town Hall, 65 Main Street, Newfields,
7:00 p.m. Public officials meeting, Newfields-Stratham, NH Route
108 bridge
replacement.

Apr 15 Municipal Center, 10 Bunker Hill Avenue, Stratham,
7:00 p.m. Public officials meeting Newfields-Stratham, NH Route
108 bridge
replacement.

Rep. Gene G. Chandler, Chairman

Public Works and Highways

THURSDAY, APRIL 10

AMENDMENTS
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(Listed in numerical order.)

1997-0996h

Amendment to HB 25-A

Proposed by the Committee on Finance

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with
the following:

AN ACT making appropriations for capital improvements
and establishing a committee to study federal buildings and patients
needs relative to the
veterans' home.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting
clause with the following:

1 Capital Appropriations. The sums hereinafter detailed
are hereby appropriated for the projects specified to the departments,
agencies, and
branches named:

I. Adjutant General.

A. Replace roofs-Manchester, Berlin $ 175,000

B. Re-roof organizational maintenance shop

and 3 motor vehicle storage buildings $ 96,000

Less federal - 72,000

Net state appropriation subparagraph B $ 24,000

C. Re-roof Concord United States property and

fiscal office and organizational maintenance shop
$ 88,000

Less federal - 66,000

Net state appropriation subparagraph C $ 22,000

Total state appropriation paragraph I $ 221,000

II. Department of Administrative Services.

A. Bureau of General Services.

1. Life Safety -health and human services building
$ 597,000

2. Fire suppression-state library $ 60,000

3. Life safety - state house annex $ 120,000

4. Roof repair - supreme court $ 75,000

5. Roof repair - health and human services building
$ 85,000

6. Electrical system upgrade - state house annex
$ 50,000

7. Replace unsafe flooring - health and human

services building $ 500,000
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8. Repair windows - state house annex $ 52,000

9. Energy savings - health and human services building
* $ 337,189

10. Electrical system upgrade - state house $ 85,000

11. Electrical system upgrade - state library $ 128,000

12. Repair drainage system - state library $ 100,000

13. Parking garage repairs - legislative office building
$ 60,000

14. Parking garage repairs - Storrs Street $ 160,000

15. Emergency repairs, contingency fund $ 100,000

Total state appropriation subparagraph A $ 2,509,189

The funds appropriated in subpargraph II, A, 15 for
emergency repairs, contingency fund, shall not be spent, obligated,
or encumbered until such
time as the department has received approval
for an emergency repair from the capital budget overview committee.

B. Financial Data Management.

1. LAN hardware and site preparation * $ 950,000

2. Year 2000 financial system support * $ 1,300,000

3. Check processing and mailing system * $ 193,000

Total state appropriation subparagraph B $ 2,443,000

C. Bureau of Court Facilities.

1. Dover/Durham/Somersworth District Court $ 3,328,000

2. Design Jaffrey-Peterborough District Court $ 125,000

Total state appropriation subparagraph C $ 3,453,000

Total state appropriation paragraph II $ 8,405,189

The funds appropriated in subparagraph II, C, 1 and
2 shall not be expended until a site is chosen and acquired at
no cost to the state.

III. Department of Corrections.

A. Upgrade hot water supply - Concord $ 98,000

B. Replace roll-up doors - Concord $ 50,000

C. Sprinkler system in gymnasium and auto shop -
Concord $ 75,000

D. Prison automation system * $ 750,000

Total state appropriation paragraph III $ 973,000

IV. Community-technical college system.

A. Roof projects - Manchester, Claremont, Nashua,
Concord $ 786,300

B. Window replacement/repair - Stratham $ 234,000
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C. Critical laboratory support for N.H. industries
$ 1,400,000

D. Library support systems * $ 100,000

E. Upgrade general science laboratories $ 100,000

F. Student information tracking system * $ 1,000,000

Total state appropriation paragraph IV $ 3,620,300

V. Department of Education.

A. Phase II Computer Implementation * $ 485,000

Total state appropriation paragraph V $ 485,000

VI. Department of Environmental Services.

A. Waste water state revolving fund match $ 5,970,000

B. Drinking water state revolving fund match $ 4,659,200

C. Computer system upgrade * $ 562,500

D. Bedrock aquifer assessment $ 437,410

E. Winnipesaukee River basin supervisory

control and data acquisition $ 2,034,600

Less local - 1,627,680

Net state appropriation subparagraph E $ 406,920

F. Dam removal $ 204,400

Total state appropriation paragraph VI $12,240,430

To provide funds for the local share of the costs
in subparagraph V, E, the state treasurer is authorized to borrow
upon the credit of the state not
exceeding the sum of $2,034,600
and for said purposes may issue bonds and notes in the name and
on behalf of the state of New Hampshire in
accordance with the
provisions of RSA 6-A. The payments of principal and interest
on the bonds issued under this subparagraph for the $1,627,680
local share shall be made when due from the special fund established
by RSA 485-A:50, VI.

VII. Department of Health and Human Services Commissioner's
Office.

A. Medical and surgical building life/safety improvements

- NH hospital $ 200,000

B. Acute psychiatric service building parking improvement

- NH hospital $ 400,000

C. Roof repairs medical and surgical building,

Thayer, Koutras - NH hospital $ 185,000

D. Water and sewage system - Glencliff $ 250,000

E. Repair tunnel retaining walls -Glencliff $ 100,000
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F. Brown building addition and renovation - Glencliff
$ 3,870,000

G. Porch renovations - Glencliff $ 200,000

H. Flooring replacements - Glencliff $ 90,000

I. Parking garage and windows - Brown building

- NH hospital $ 5,600,000

J. Public health laboratory safety equipment $ 321,500

Total state appropriation paragraph VII $11,216,500

For the sums appropriated in subparagraph I, the
state is assisting in infrastructure improvements with the city
of Concord.

VIII. Liquor Commission.

A. Complete Hampton south restrooms $ 400,000

B. Point-of-sale registers * $ 2,485,000

C. Replace brick on warehouse $ 150,000

Total state appropriation paragraph VIII $ 3,035,000

IX. Port Authority.

A. Mooring bollard $ 130,000

B. Replacement fenders $ 185,000

C. Dredging Little Harbor $ 1,040,000

Less federal - 1,000,000

Net state appropriation subparagraph C $ 40,000

Total state appropriation paragraph IX $ 355,000

X. Department of Resources and Economic Development.

A. ADA compliance for parks facilities $ 70,000

B. Repair Rocky Bend seawall $ 300,000

C. Replace bath house - Sunapee $ 150,000

D. Replace bridge - Lafayette campground $ 95,000

E. Complete Mt. Washington siding and windows $ 225,000

F. Toilet/Shower building - Lake Francis $ 125,000

Total state appropriation paragraph X $ 965,000

XI. Department of Safety.

A. Microwave system upgrade * $ 2,000,000
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Total state appropriation paragraph XI $ 2,000,000

XII. Secretary of State

A. Shelves in records and archives building - Concord
$ 65,000

Total state appropriation paragraph XII $ 65,000

XIII. Department of Transportation.

A. 5-10 percent match FAA airport projects $ 2,500,000

B. Statewide fuel tank inspection $ 100,000

Total state appropriation paragraph XIII $ 2,600,000

XIV. N.H. Veterans Home.

A. Replace 25 mechanical hospital beds * $ 35,000

B. Rebuild Welch kitchenette and equipment * $ 15,000

C. Replace laundry equipment * $ 17,400

D. Replace kitchen equipment * $ 24,100

E. Replace Tarr North hot water tank * $ 20,000

Total state appropriation paragraph XIV $ 111,500

XV. Youth development services.

A. Sewer line - YDC $ 104,000

B. Water mains - YDC $ 493,000

C. Roofing projects - YDC $ 375,000

D. Renovate Pine Crest - YDC $ 1,000,000

Total state appropriation paragraph XV $ 1,972,000

Total state appropriation section 1 $48,264,919

* The bonds issued for these projects shall be 5-year
bonds.

2 Appropriation; University System of New Hampshire.
The sums hereinafter detailed are hereby appropriated for the
projects specified:

I. Addition to former Young building - Keene $ 5,400,000

II. Mason library renovation and expansion - Keene
$ 4,100,000

III. Pettee hall general renovations - Durham $ 3,600,000

Total state appropriation section 2 $13,100,000

3 Appropriation; Department of Fish and Game. The
sums hereinafter detailed are hereby appropriated for the projects
specified:

I. Headquarters building modification $ 125,000
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II. Statewide digital radio system * $ 750,000

Total state appropriation section 3 $ 875,000

The funds appropriated in paragraph I for headquarters
building modifications shall not be spent, obligated, or encumbered
until the department has
developed an implementation schedule
and received the approval of such schedule from the capital budget
overview committee.

* The bonds issued for these projects shall be 5-year
bonds.

4 Appropriation; Department of Transportation and
Department of Safety. The sums hereinafter detailed are hereby
appropriated for the projects
specified:

I. Department of Transportation

A. John O. Morton building renovation $ 3,900,000

Total state appropriation paragraph I $ 3,900,000

II. Department of safety

A. Dover Point Substation addition $ 195,000

B. Warehouse/Epping station $ 195,000

C. Microwave system upgrade * $ 500,000

Total state appropriation paragraph II $ 890,000

Total state appropriation section 4 $ 4,790,000

* The bonds issued for these projects shall be 5-year
bonds.

5 Expenditures; General. The appropriations made
for the purposes mentioned in sections 1, 3 and 4 and the sums
available for those projects shall
be expended by the trustees,
commissions, commissioner, or department head of the institutions
and departments referred to herein; provided that all
contracts
and projects and plans and specifications therefor shall be awarded
in accordance with the provisions of RSA 228.

6 Expenditures; University System of New Hampshire.

I. The appropriations made for the purposes mentioned
in section 2 and the sums available for these projects shall be
expended by the trustees of the
university system of New Hampshire.
All contracts for the construction of all or any part of said
buildings or facilities shall be let only after
competitive sealed
bids have been received and only after an advertisement calling
for such bids has been published at least once in each 2
successive
calendar weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in New Hampshire
or in a trade journal known to be circulated among the
contractors
from whom bids will be sought with the state of New Hampshire
or elsewhere in the area. The first publication of such advertisement
shall be not less 30 days prior to the date the bids will be received.
All conditions considered, wherever possible, it is recommended
that the services
of New Hampshire architectural and construction
firms be considered within the discretion of the trustees.

II. The appropriations made in section 2 are available
for all costs incidental to the completion of the projects enumerated
including the costs of the
services of architects, engineers,
and other consultants of such kind and capacity as the university
system board of trustees, in its discretion, may
wish to employ
on such terms and conditions as the board determines. These moneys
shall be spent under the direction of the university system
board
of trustees.

III. If, in the judgment of the trustees of the university
system, just cause exists indicating the lowest bid should be
rejected, then the contract may
be awarded to the next lowest
bidder; or, if the next lowest bid should be rejected, the contract
may be awarded to the third lowest bidder.

IV. The board of trustees of the university system
has the right to reject any and all bids and, if the lowest bid
is in excess of the appropriation, the
board has the right to
negotiate with the low bidder or with the 3 lowest bidders for
a contract for the construction upon terms considered must
advantageous
to the university. If only one bid is received, the board of trustees
may negotiate a contract for the construction on terms considered
most advantageous to the university system and to the state. Any
authorization contained in this act which is at variance with
the requirements of
applicable federal law and regulations shall
be controlled by the terms of the federal law and regulations.
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V. Notwithstanding paragraphs I, III and IV, the
sums appropriated by section 2, paragraphs II and III of this
act for the Mason library renovation
and expansion in Keene and
the Pettee hall renovations in Durham, may be expended and awarded
by the trustees of the university system; provided
that all contracts
for all or any part of the building or facilities shall follow
construction management procurement procedures and guidelines.
If the
trustees select construction management pursuant to this
paragraph, paragraphs I, III and IV shall not apply and the trustees
shall retain the right to
reject or negotiate following accepted
construction management practices.

7 Land Acquisition. Any land acquired under the appropriations
made in sections 1, 3, and 4 of this act, except such land, if
any, as may be acquired
under the appropriation for the department
of environmental services, shall be purchased by the commissioner
of the department of transportation
with the approval of governor
and council.

8 Bonds Authorized. To provide funds for the total
of the appropriations of state funds made in sections 1, 2, 3,
and 4 of this act, the state treasurer
is hereby authorized to
borrow upon the credit of the state not exceeding the sum of $67,029,919
and for said purposes may issue bonds and notes in
the name of
and on behalf of the state of New Hampshire in accordance with
the provisions of RSA 6-A.

9 Payments.

I. The payment of principal and interest on bonds
and notes issued for the projects in sections 1 and 2 shall be
made when due from the general
funds in the state.

II. The payment of principal and interest on bonds
issued for the projects in:

(a) Section 3 shall be made when due from the fish
and game fund.

(b) Section 4 shall be made when due from the highway
fund.

10 Liquidation. The state treasurer is authorized
to deduct from the fund accruing to the university under RSA 187-A:7,
or appropriation in lieu
therefor, for each fiscal year such sum
as may be necessary to meet interest and principal payments in
accordance with the terms and conditions of
bonds and notes issued
for the purpose of section 2.

11 Powers of Governor and Council. The governor and
council are hereby authorized and empowered:

I. To cooperate with and enter into such agreements
with the federal government, or any agency thereof, as they may
deem advisable, to secure
federal funds for the purposes of this
act.

II. To accept any federal funds which are, or become
available for any project under sections 1, 3, and 4 beyond the
estimated amounts. The net
appropriation of state funds for any
project for which such additional federal funds are accepted shall
be reduced by the amount of such additional
funds, and the amount
of bonding authorized by section 8 shall be reduced by the same
amount.

12 Transfers. The individual project appropriations,
as provided in sections 1, 3 and 4 shall not be transferred or
expended for any other purpose;
provided that any anticipated
balance remaining in an individual project, which is fully funded
by state funds, may be transferred by governor and
council to
any other individual project or projects, which are also fully
funded by state funds, within the same section. The individual
project
appropriations provided in section 2 shall not be transferred,
or expended pursuant to section 6, for any other purpose unless
approval has been
obtained from the capital budget overview committee.

13 Reduction of Appropriation and Bonding Authority.
If the net appropriation of state funds for any project provided
for by sections 1, 3 and 4 is
determined on the basis of an estimate
of anticipated federal, local, or other funds, and if the amount
of such funds actually received or available is
less than said
estimate, then the total authorized cost for such projects and
the net appropriation of state funds thereof shall be reduced
by the same
proportion as the proportion by which federal, local,
or other funds are reduced. The amount of bonding authorized by
section 8 shall be reduced by
the amount that the appropriation
of state funds is reduced pursuant to this section.

14 Information Technology Equipment and Software.
Individual project appropriations for information technology equipment
provided for by
sections 1, 3, or 4 shall not be spent, obligated,
or encumbered until such time as the agency's information technology
plans are reviewed by the
office of information technology pursuant
to RSA 21-I:67 and approved by the capital budget overview committee,
and the governor and council.

15 Appropriation; Bonds Authorized; Transfer of Funds;
Statues on State House Grounds.

I. The sum of $50,000 is appropriated to the joint
legislative historical committee established in RSA 17-I:1 for
the purpose of the repair and
reconditioning of the statues on
state house grounds.

II. To provide funds for the appropriation made in
paragraph I:
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(a) The state treasurer is hereby authorized to borrow
upon the credit of the state not exceeding the sum of $36,840
and for said purpose may issue
bonds and notes in the name of
and on behalf of the state of New Hampshire in accordance with
the provisions of RSA 6-A. The payment of
principal and interest
on bonds and notes issued for such project shall be made when
due from the historical fund established in RSA 177:8, II. The
bonds shall be 10-year bonds.

(b) The sum of $13,160 is hereby transferred from
funds held by the department of administrative services from the
insurance settlement for the
Daniel Webster statue to the joint
legislative historical committee for the purposes of this section.

16 Committee Established.

I. There is established a committee to study the
issue of federal buildings and patients' needs relative to the
New Hampshire veterans' home.

II. The members of the committee shall be as follows:

(a) Three members of the senate, appointed by the
president of the senate.

(b) Three members of the house of representatives,
appointed by the speaker of the house.

III. Members of the committee shall receive mileage
at the legislative rate when attending to the duties of the committee.
The committee shall elect
a chair from among its members.

IV. The committee shall report its findings and any
recommendations for proposed legislation to the senate president,
the speaker of the house of
representatives, the senate clerk,
the house clerk, the governor, and the state library on or before
November 1, 1997.

17 Increased Bond Authorization; Dam Maintenance
Fund. Amend RSA 482:56 to read as follows:

482:56 Bonds Authorized. To provide working capital
for initiation of the fund established in RSA 482:55, the state
treasurer is hereby authorized
to borrow upon the credit of the
state the sum of [$7,900,000] $9,800,000 and for said purpose
shall issue bonds and notes in the name of and on
behalf of the
state of New Hampshire in accordance with RSA 6-A.

18 Appropriation Extended; Date Changed; Resources
and Economic Development. Amend 1993, 349:18, III as inserted
by 1995, 285:2 to read as
follows:

III. The appropriation contained in paragraph I shall
not lapse until June 30, [1997] 1999. Any balances remaining as
of June 30, [1995] 1997, shall
be allocated by the review committee
or budgeted within the state operating budget for the purposes
of paragraph I or other economic initiatives and
programs.

19 Appropriation Purpose Amended; Resources and Economic
Development. Amend 1993, 359:1, IX, C, 4 as extended by 1994,
171:1 and 1996,
190:11 to read as follows:

4. Septic systems- [Weeks/Wentworth] state parks
150,000

20 Appropriation Purpose Amended; Appropriation Increased;
Department of Transportation. Amend 1990, 200:10 and 11 to read
as follows:

200:10 Appropriation. The sum of [$3,000,000] $5,000,000
is hereby appropriated to the commissioner of the department of
transportation for the
purchase of rail properties as defined
by RSA 228:54, VIII including, but not limited to, abandoned railroad
rights-of-way under RSA 228:60-a and
for the purchase of privately-owned
airports offered for sale to the state under RSA 422:46. The commissioner
may purchase active railroad rights-
of-way under RSA 228:60-a
only after approval is obtained from the capital budget overview
committee. This appropriation shall be nonlapsing.

200:11 Bonds Authorized. To provide funds for the
appropriation made in section 10 of this act, the state treasurer
is hereby authorized to borrow
upon the credit of the state not
exceeding the sum of [$3,000,000] $5,000,000 and for said purpose
may issue bonds and notes in the name of and on
behalf of the
state of New Hampshire in accordance with RSA 6-A. Payments of
principal and interest of the bonds and notes shall be made from
the general funds of the state.

21 Hanover-Lebanon District Court; Appropriation
Increased. Amend 1992, 289:27 and 28, as amended by 1993, 359:17,
1995, 309:16, and 1996,
190:13 to read as follows:

289:27 Department of Administrative Services; Hanover-Lebanon
District Court Capital Appropriation. The sum of [$1,550,000]
$1,590,000 is
hereby appropriated to the department of administrative
services for the purpose of acquiring, purchasing, entering into
a lease purchase agreement,
or leasing land or buildings or land
and buildings and to construct or renovate, and furnish such buildings
as is necessary to establish the Hanover-
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Lebanon district court.
The department of administrative services is authorized to negotiate
the acquisition, purchase, or lease of such land and
buildings
within the limits of the appropriated amount. A resulting purchase
contract shall receive such review and approval as required by
state
law. This appropriation is in addition to any other funds
appropriated to the department of administrative services.

289:28 Bonds Authorized. To provide funds for the
total of the appropriation of state funds made in section 27 of
this act, the state treasurer is
hereby authorized to borrow upon
the credit of the state not exceeding the sum of [$1,550,000]
$1,590,000 and for said purpose may issue bonds
and notes in the
name of and on behalf of the state of New Hampshire in accordance
with the provisions of RSA 6-A. The payment of principal and
interest
on bonds and notes issued for such project shall be made when
due from the general funds of the state.

22 Reduce Appropriation; Lancaster Court Facility.
Amend 1995, 309:1, II, B, 1, as amended by 1996, 190:14, to read
as follows:

1. New court facility - Lancaster [$ 3,850,000] $
3,810,000

23 Total Adjusted. Amend 1995, 309:1, II, B, total
state appropriation subparagraph B, as amended by 1996, 190:15,
to read as follows:

Total state appropriation subparagraph B [$ 4,150,000]
$ 4,110,000

24 Total Adjusted. Amend 1995, 309:1, II, total state
appropriation paragraph II as amended by 1996, 190:16, to read
as follows:

Total state appropriation paragraph II [$11,484,000]
$ 11,444,000

25 Total Adjusted. Amend 1995, 309:1, total state
appropriation section 1, as amended by 1996, 190:17, to read as
follows:

Total state appropriation section 1 [$48,661,192]
$ 48,621,192

26 Bonds Authorized; Total Adjusted. Amend 1995,
309:8, as amended by 1996, 190:18, to read as follows:

309:8 Bonds Authorized. To provide funds for the
total of the appropriations of state funds made in sections 1,
2, 3, and 4 of this act, the state
treasurer is hereby authorized
to borrow upon the credit of the state not exceeding the sum of
[$57,835,592] $57,795,592 and for said purposes may
issue bonds
and notes in the name and on behalf of the state of New Hampshire
in accordance with the provisions of RSA 6-A.

27 Health and Human Services; Automated Case Management
Information System; Federal Amount Increased. Amend 1993, 359:1,
V,C,5 as
amended by 1995, 309:17 and 1995, 310:189 to read as
follows:

5. Case management system [$14,997,830] $ 21,148,694

Less federal - [8,292,403] 14,443,267

Net state appropriation subparagraph 5 $ 6,705,427

28 Department of Corrections; Toll Building Roof
Project. The department of corrections is authorized to use the
unexpended balance of $41,000
appropriated in 1995, 309:1, IV,
I for resurfacing the laundry building roof-lakes region facility,
for the replacement of the Toll building roof
system, lakes region
facility.

29 Appropriation Purpose Amended; Department of Environmental
Services. Amend 1989, 367:1, IV, A, 1 as extended by 1991, 351:27,
II(g) and
1992, 149:2, I and 1993, 359:20, I to read as follows:

1. Small watershed programs

and acquisition of land

at state-owned dam sites $ 100,000

30 Lapse Dates Extended to June 30, 1999. The following
appropriations are hereby extended to June 30, 1999.

I. The appropriation made to the department of transportation
in 1989, 367:1, XII, A, 1, as amended by 1991, 351:27, II(l) and
1992, 289:60, as
extended by 1993, 359:20, V, 1995, 309:32, VII,
and 1996, 215:3, I for improvements at the Keene Dillant-Hopkins
airport.

II. The appropriation to the department of resources
and economic development in 1991, 4:22, as amended by 1992, 289:26,
1993, 358:18, and
1995, 285:1 for the New Hampshire economic development
fund.
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III. The appropriation made to the university of
New Hampshire in 1992, 260:16, as extended by 1995, 309:33, VIII
for the design and site planning
for a research facility on the
site of the former Pease Air Force Base.

IV. The appropriation made to the department of transportation
in 1992, 289:21, as extended by 1993, 359:20, III, 1995, 309:32,
VI, and 1996,
215:3, II for the purpose of general aviation apron
expansion and construction of a taxiway to runway 36 at the Lebanon
airport.

V. The appropriation made to the department of administrative
services by 1992, 289:27 as amended by 1993, 359:7, 1995, 309:16
and by section
21 of this act, for Hanover-Lebanon District Court.

VI. The appropriation made to the department of health
and human services in 1993, 359:1, V, B, 4, as extended by 1994,
171:1, and as amended by
1995, 309:15, for life and safety renovations
for the Glencliff Home.

VII. The appropriation made to the department of
resources and economic development in 1993, 359:1, IX, C, 4, as
extended by 1994, 171:1 and
1996, 190:11, and as amended by section
19 of this act for state park septic systems.

VIII. The appropriation made to the department of
health and human services in 1993, 359:1, V, C, 5 as extended
by 1994, 171:1 and as amended
by 1995, 309:17, 1995, 310:189 and
by section 27 of this act, for automated case management information
system.

IX. The appropriation made to the department of safety
in 1993, 359:1, XI, B, as extended by 1994, 171:1, and as amended
by 1994, 382:7 and
1995, 309:22, for fire standards and training
dormitory.

X. The appropriation made to the department of transportation
in 1993, 359:1, XII, A, 1, as extended by 1994, 171:1 and 1996,
215:3, III for land
acquisition for navigation beacons.

XI. The appropriation made to the department of administrative
services in 1995, 309:1, II, A, 1, for the health and human services
building and
laboratory HVAC renovations.

XII. The appropriation made to the department of
administrative services in 1995, 309:1, II, A, 2, for replacing
of variable speed drives in
laboratory.

XIII. The appropriation made to the department of
administrative services in 1995, 309:1, II, B, 2, for study and
design of court facility-
Dover/Durham district court.

XIV. The appropriation made to the department of
corrections in 1995, 309:1, IV, A, to upgrade electronic perimeter
fence security system, N.H.
state prison-Concord.

XV. The appropriation made to the department of corrections
in 1995, 309:1, IV, I, for resurfacing laundry building roof-lakes
region facility.

XVI. The appropriation made to the department of
corrections in 1995, 309:1, IV, K for preliminary design of expanded
correctional facilities in
accordance with federal crime bill
grants.

XVII. The appropriation made to the department of
corrections in 1995, 309:1, IV, L, for construction of boilers,
N.H. state prison for women -
Goffstown.

XVIII. The appropriation made to the department of
health and human services in 1995, 309:1, VII, B, 1, for RSA 171-B
mentally retarded criminal
offenders.

XIX. The appropriation made to the department of
health and human services by 1995, 309:1, VII, C, 1 for life and
safety renovations - Glencliff.

XX. The appropriation made to the port authority
in 1995, 309:1, X, A, for Pier surface repair.

XXI. The appropriations made to the department of
resources and economic development in 1995, 309:1, XII, A, 2-4,
for Sunapee/Cannon lift and
ski area repairs, construction of
recreational vehicle dump sites, and repair of Androscoggin bridge
abutments.

XXII. The appropriation made to the department of
safety in 1995, 309:1, XIII, A, 1, for fire academy - ladder training
tower - Concord.

XXIII. The appropriation made to the department of
safety in 1995, 309:1, XIII, A, 2, for fire academy - commercial
building - Concord.

XXIV. The appropriation made to the department of
transportation in 1995, 309:1, XV, B, for renovations to state-owned
facilities for ADA
compliance-statewide.
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XXV. The appropriation made to the department of
transportation in 1995, 309:1, XV, C, for 5-10 percent match for
FAA project-statewide.

XXVI. The appropriation made to the university system
of New Hampshire in 1995, 309:2, B, for renovation, deferred maintenance
and code
compliance.

XXVII. The appropriation made to the department of
transportation in 1995, 309:4, I, A, for radio system upgrade
- statewide.

XXVIII. The appropriation made to the department
of health and human services by 1995, 310:191 for design and renovation
of APS-B-wing and
M and S building safety improvements.

XXIX. The appropriation made to the department of
environmental services in 1995, 309:1, VI, A for state revolving
fund program - wastewater.

XXX. The appropriation made to the department of
environmental services in 1995, 309:1, VI, B for state revolving
fund program-drinking water.

XXXI. The appropriation made to the department of
environmental services in 1995, 309:1, VI, C for superfund program.

XXXII. The appropriation made to the department of
environmental services in 1995, 309:1, VI, F for bedrock aquifer
mapping.

XXXIII. The appropriation made to the department
of administrative services in 1995, 309:1, II, B, 3 for study
and design of court facility on
county donated land - Carroll
County superior court.

XXXIV. The appropriation made to the department of
transportation in 1995, 309:1, XV, A, for underground tank replacement
- statewide.

31 Effective Date.

I. Section 30 of this act shall take effect June
30, 1997.

II. The remainder of this act shall take effect July
1, 1997.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill makes appropriations for capital improvements
for the biennium and extends certain lapse dates and establishes
a committee to study
federal buildings and patient needs relative
to the veterans' home.

1997-0955h

Amendment to HB 50-FN-A-LOCAL

Proposed by the Majority of the Committee on Finance


Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with
the following:

AN ACT increasing aid for kindergarten programs.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting
clause with the following:

1 Kindergarten Incentive Aid; School Building Aid
Increased. Amend RSA 198:15-i, II to read as follows:

II. Those districts eligible to receive kindergarten
incentive aid under RSA 198:15-j shall receive an increase in
school building aid to which they
would otherwise be entitled
under RSA 198:15-b equal to [20 percent] an amount which would
increase the state share of the new kindergarten
construction
or renovation cost to 75 percent of the annual amount of the payment
of principal for the cost of construction or renovation of
classrooms
made necessary by the kindergarten program. A school district
shall be eligible to receive the increased building aid so long
as such
district maintains a public kindergarten program.

2 Subdivision Heading Revised. The subdivision heading
preceding RSA 198:15-l is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

Kindergarten Aid; Alternative Kindergarten Programs

3 Kindergarten Aid; Aid Increased as Incentive to
Establish Kindergarten; Eligibility. Amend RSA 198:15-l to read
as follows:
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198:15-l Kindergarten Aid.

I.(a) There is established a kindergarten aid program
through which the department of education shall pay annually for
financial assistance to local
school districts.

(b) The sum of $500 per eligible kindergarten pupil
who resides in the district and attends a public kindergarten
[in] shall be paid annually to those
districts that provide and
maintain a public kindergarten program. These funds shall also
be provided annually to districts that [send to or] contract
with
other established public kindergarten programs for the education
of their [local] resident kindergarten pupils or have an approved
alternative
kindergarten program established in accordance with
the provisions of RSA 198:15-n.

(c) In lieu of the sums provided under RSA 198:15-l,
I(b), the sum of $1,250 per eligible kindergarten pupil who resides
in the district and attends
public kindergarten shall be paid
annually for 3 consecutive years to those districts that initially
implement a public kindergarten program between
July 1, 1997 and
July 1, 2000. These funds shall also be provided annually for
3 consecutive years to districts that contract between July 1,
1997 and
July 1, 2000 with other established public kindergarten
programs for the education of their resident kindergarten pupils
or have an approved
alternative kindergarten program established
between July 1, 1997 and July 1, 2000 in accordance with the provisions
of RSA 198:15-n. After the
first 3 years of the kindergarten program
the local district shall become eligible for the $500 annual payment
pursuant to RSA 198:15-l, I(b).

II. For purposes of [receiving public kindergarten
aid under] this [section] subdivision, to "provide and maintain
a public kindergarten program"
means:

(a) To operate a kindergarten program within an approved
public school maintained by the local school district; or

(b) To pay tuition on behalf of resident pupils to
a kindergarten program [operated by another] in an approved public
school operated by another
district in this state or, when distance
or transportation make it necessary, in another state.

III.(a) In order to qualify for kindergarten aid,
[local district] kindergarten programs shall meet New Hampshire
minimum standards for the
approval of schools, as well as the
eligibility criteria established in RSA 198:15-m, I.

(b) A charter school kindergarten [programs] program
shall qualify a pupil's resident district to receive [for] kindergarten
aid for such pupil.

4 Eligibility Criteria; Administration of Kindergarten
Aid Program. RSA 198:15-m - 198:15-p are repealed and reenacted
to read as follows:

198:15-m Eligibility Criteria; Administration.

I. In addition to any other requirements established
in this subdivision, in order to be eligible for annual kindergarten
aid payments, a kindergarten
program provided by a school district,
in accordance with the provisions of RSA 198:15-l or RSA 198:15-n,
shall be:

(a) Offered immediately preceding the other elementary
grades.

(b) Designed primarily for 5-year-olds.

(c) Available at district expense to all kindergarten-aged
children who reside in the district.

II. The department of education shall administer
the kindergarten aid program and shall be responsible for the
following:

(a) Providing educational services, including technical
assistance and training, to school districts in establishing and
maintaining effective
kindergarten programs.

(b) Assisting districts in the development of plans,
including plans for alternative kindergarten programs, for making
public kindergarten available
to resident pupils.

(c) Developing and maintaining a list of recommended
furnishings and equipment for kindergarten classrooms.

(d) Determining the number of eligible kindergarten
pupils who reside in a district by collecting kindergarten enrollment
data on October 1 of each
school year.

(e) Calculating a district's annual kindergarten
aid entitlement by multiplying the amount of the per-pupil kindergarten
aid payment times the
number of eligible kindergarten pupils who
reside in a district and who are actually enrolled in a public
kindergarten or alternative kindergarten
program.
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(f) Distributing kindergarten aid payments to eligible
districts on or before January 1 of each state fiscal year.

III. If in any state fiscal year the amount appropriated
for kindergarten aid in accordance with this subdivision is insufficient,
the payment due on
January 1 shall be prorated proportionally
based on entitlements among the school districts eligible for
aid payments. It shall be the duty of the
department of education
to request a supplemental appropriation sufficient to pay each
district's full entitlement. If such additional funds are
appropriated,
the department of education shall promptly pay the remaining balance
due each eligible school district.

198:15-n Alternative Kindergarten Programs.

I. A school district that currently does not operate
a kindergarten program within an approved public school maintained
by the local district or
currently does not contract with another
established public kindergarten program for the education of its
resident kindergarten pupils, may develop a
local plan for an
alternative kindergarten program based upon contractual arrangements
with one or more nonpublic, non-sectarian schools or
facilities.

II. An alternative kindergarten program must satisfy
the same criteria established for public kindergarten programs
in the New Hampshire minimum
standards for the approval of schools.

III. A local plan for an alternative kindergarten
program must be approved by the school board and the voters of
the district. The local plan shall be
submitted to the department
of education at times established by the commissioner of education.

IV. A local plan shall contain, at a minimum, the
following information:

(a) A description of the alternative kindergarten
program.

(b) An explanation of how the program meets the eligibility
criteria established in RSA 198:15-m, I.

(c) A list of the nonpublic, non-sectarian schools
or facilities to be utilized.

(d) Evidence that the alternative kindergarten program
satisfies the same criteria established for public kindergarten
programs in the New
Hampshire minimum standards for the approval
of schools.

(e) Procedures for coordinating and articulating
curriculum, instruction, and support services provided under the
alternative kindergarten program
with curriculum, instruction,
and support services provided in the other elementary grades.

(f) An explanation of how students will be transported
to and from the schools or facilities to be utilized.

V. The plan shall be reviewed by the department of
education for compliance with statutory requirements. Upon approval
of an alternative
kindergarten program by the commissioner of
education, the school district shall be eligible for annual kindergarten
aid payments under this
subdivision.

VI. If an approved alternative kindergarten program
utilizes more than one school or facility, the school board or
the superintendent or other
administrative officer designated
by the school board may take into consideration parental preference
when assigning students to schools or
facilities in accordance
with the provisions of RSA 193:14.

198:15-o Report. On or before September 1, 1998,
and biennially thereafter, the commissioner of education shall
prepare a report showing the
results of the kindergarten aid program
established in this subdivision and any other kindergarten incentive
programs adopted by the legislature in
achieving the purpose of
making kindergarten programs available to all children in New
Hampshire. Starting with the report due on or before
September
1, 2002, the report shall include recommended steps to be taken
to make kindergarten available to children who reside in any school
district that still does not provide such a program. Reports shall
be submitted to the governor and council, state board of education,
speaker of the
house, president of the senate, and the house and
senate education and finance committees.

198:15-p Rulemaking. Rules adopted by the state board
of education, pursuant to RSA 541-A and under the authority of
RSA 21-N:9, I, relative to
minimum standards for the approval
of schools, shall apply to kindergarten programs operated by all
nonpublic, non-sectarian schools included in
an approved alternative
kindergarten program.

5 New Section; Authorization for Special School District
Meeting. Amend RSA 198 by inserting after section 15-p the following
new section:

198:15-q Special School District Meetings for Kindergarten
Implementation. Notwithstanding the provisions of RSA 197:3, a
school district may
call a special meeting only for the purposes
of voting to raise or appropriate money for the implementation
of a kindergarten program at the
discretion of the school board.
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6 Repeal. The following are repealed:

I. RSA 198:15-o, relative to the commissioner's report
on kindergarten aid and incentive programs.

II. RSA 198:15-q, relative special school district
meetings for kindergarten implementation.

7 Effective Date.

I. Paragraph I of section 6 of this act shall take
effect September 30, 2004.

II. Paragraph II of section 6 of this act shall take
effect December 31, 1997.

III. The remainder of this act shall take effect
July 1, 1997.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill increases school building aid for construction
or renovation of kindergarten classrooms. The bill also increases
aid for kindergarten
programs. Programs established between July
1, 1997, and July 1, 2000, receive $1,250 per eligible pupil for
3 years, and thereafter are eligible for
the annual $500 per eligible
pupil payment.

1997-0949h

Amendment to HB 53-FN-A

Proposed by the Committee on Finance

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with
the following:

AN ACT relative to electronic data submission under
the meals and rooms tax.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting
clause with the following:

1 New Paragraph; Definition of Electronic Data Submission.
Amend RSA 78-A:3 by inserting after paragraph XII the following
new paragraph:

XIII. "Electronic data submission" means
the use of either the telephone or computer to transmit information.

2 Returns and Payment; Electronic Data Submission.
Amend RSA 78-A:8 to read as follows:

78-A:8 Returns and Payment.

I. Every operator shall, on or before the fifteenth
day of the calendar month following the collection of taxes imposed
by this chapter [make], file by
electronic data submission a return
reporting the results of the preceding month to the commissioner
of revenue administration. This return shall be
filed even though
no tax may be due. If such operator has been granted permission
to make other than monthly filings, as provided in RSA 78-A:9,
II(b), [he] the operator shall make a return in accordance with
the return schedule permitted by the department of revenue administration,
even
though no tax may be due. The commissioner shall adopt rules,
pursuant to RSA 541-A, relative to the form of such return and
the data which it
shall contain. All returns shall [be signed]
contain an electronic authorization by the operator or an authorized
representative subject to the pains and
penalties of perjury.
The commissioner shall adopt rules, under RSA 541-A, relative
to the method of electronic authorization.

II. The taxes collected by every operator shall be
paid to the state on or before the fifteenth day of the calendar
month following their collection [and
shall accompany the return
required by paragraph I]. The operator may deduct from the taxes
collected the compensation allowed by RSA 78-A:7,
III, and remit
the net taxes by electronic funds transfer to the commissioner
of revenue administration.

III. Notwithstanding the provisions of any other
law, returns and remittances due under this chapter shall be considered
timely only if received by
the department of revenue administration
on or before the fifteenth day of the calendar month in which
they were due. [If an operator has requested
and the post office
has affixed the United States Postal Service date stamp to the
tax return envelope, and the date stamped on the envelope is a
date
on or before the fifteenth day of the calendar month in which
the return was due, then the return and remittance shall be considered
timely even if
received by the department after the fifteenth
day of the calendar month on which it was due.] If this due date
falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal
holiday, then the returns
and remittances due under this chapter shall be filed no later
than the next business day.

IV. An operator shall receive notification of a successful
filing and a confirmation number which shall serve as proof of
filing.
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V. The commissioner may adopt rules, pursuant to
RSA 541-A, for alternative filing procedures in the event there
is an equipment malfunction.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July
1, 1997.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill requires electronic filing of returns under
the meals and rooms tax.

1997-0972h

Amendment to HB 564-FN-A

Proposed by the Committee on Finance

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with
the following:

AN ACT increasing the cigarette tax.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting
clause with the following:

1 Definition of "Tobacco Products" for
Purposes of Tobacco Tax. Amend RSA 78:1, XIV to read as follows:

XIV. "Tobacco products" means cigarettes
[and], cigars, snuff, smokeless tobacco, products containing tobacco,
and tobacco in any other form.

2 Cigarette Tax. Amend RSA 78:7 to read as follows:

78:7 Tax Imposed. A tax upon the retail consumer
is hereby imposed at the rate of [25] 45 cents for each package
containing 20 cigarettes or at a
rate proportional to such rate
for packages containing more or less than 20 cigarettes, on all
tobacco products sold at retail in this state. The payment
of
the tax shall be evidenced by affixing stamps to the smallest
packages containing the tobacco products in which such products
usually are sold at
retail. The word "package" as used
in this section shall not include individual cigarettes. No tax
is imposed on any transactions, the taxation of
which by this
state is prohibited by the Constitution of the United States.

3 Applicability. This act shall apply to all persons
licensed under RSA 78:2. Such persons shall inventory all taxable
tobacco products in their
possession and file a report of such
inventory with the department of revenue administration on a form
prescribed by the commissioner within 20
days after the effective
date of this act. The tax rate effective June 1, 1997, shall apply
to such inventory and the difference, if any, in the amount
paid
previously on such inventory and the current effective rate of
tax shall be paid with the inventory form. The inventory form
shall be treated as a
tax return for the purpose of computing
penalties under RSA 21-J.

4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect June
1, 1997.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill increases the cigarette tax by 20 cents.

1997-0979h

Amendment to HB 602-FN-A

Proposed by the Committee on Finance

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with
the following:

AN ACT repealing the franchise tax on electrical
utilities and replacing it with a tax on electricity consumption.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting
clause with the following:

1 Reference to Electricity Consumption Tax Added.
Amend RSA 21-J:31 to read as follows:

21-J:31 Penalty for Failure to File. Any taxpayer
who fails to file a return when due, unless an extension has been
granted by the department, shall
pay a penalty equal to 5 percent
of the amount of the tax due or $10, whichever is greater, for
each month or part of a month during which the return
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remains
unfiled. The total amount of any penalty shall not, however, exceed
25 percent of the amount of the tax due or $50, whichever is greater.
This penalty shall not be applied in any case in which a return
is filed within the extended filing period as provided in RSA
77:18-b, RSA 77-A:9,
RSA 77-E:8, RSA 83-C:6, RSA 83-E:5 or RSA
84-A:7, or the failure to file was due to reasonable cause and
not willful neglect of the taxpayer.
The amount of the penalty
is determined by applying the percentages specified to the net
amount of any tax due after crediting any timely payments
made
through estimating or other means.

2 Reference to Electricity Consumption Tax Added.
Amend RSA 21-J:33-a, I to read as follows:

I. If there is a substantial understatement of tax
imposed under RSA 77, RSA 77-A, RSA 77-E, RSA 78-A, RSA 78-C,
RSA 82-A, [or] RSA 83-C,
or RSA 83-E, for any taxable period,
there shall be added to the tax an amount equal to 25 percent
of the amount of any underpayment attributable
to such understatement.

3 Business Profit Tax; Credit for Franchise Tax.
Amend RSA 77-A:5, I to read as follows:

I. Taxes paid pursuant to RSA 83-C covering the period
from July 1, 1983 through December 31, 1997, and taxes paid pursuant
to RSA 83-E
covering the period from January 1, 1983, through
June 30, 1983;

4 New Chapter; Tax on Electricity Consumption. Amend
RSA by inserting after chapter 83-D the following new chapter:

CHAPTER 83-E

ELECTRICITY CONSUMPTION TAX

83-E:1 Definitions. In this chapter:

I. "Commissioner" means the commissioner
of the department of revenue administration.

II. "Consumer" means any person, including
governmental units, receiving electrical energy for consumption
and includes any person receiving
electrical energy for consumption
in this state and includes any person receiving electrical energy
for the use of such person's tenants.

III. "Consuming" or "consumption"
means the utilization or employment of electrical energy. The
terms does not include the utilization or
employment of electrical
energy in the manufacture, production, generation, distribution,
redistribution, or transmission of electrical energy.

IV. "Department" means the department of
revenue administration.

V. "Provider" means any person, including
governmental units, distributing, redistributing, or transmitting
electrical energy for consumption in this
state. The term does
not include persons who redistribute electrical energy solely
for the use of their tenants and who are consumers pursuant to
RSA 83-E:1, II.

VI. "Taxable month" means a calendar month
in which electrical energy is provided to a consumer for which
a tax is owed to the state by the
consumer.

83-E:2 Imposition of Tax. A tax is imposed on the
consumption in this state of electrical energy at the rate of
$.00055 per kilowatt hour.

83-E:3 Collection of Tax. Every provider shall collect
and monthly remit the tax to the state as provided in RSA 83-E:5.
Providers whose average
monthly tax collections do not exceed
$100 may apply to the commissioner to remit taxes annually. Approval
of such requests shall be at the
discretion of the commissioner.

83-E:4 Liability for Tax.

I. Every consumer shall be liable for the tax and
such liability shall not be extinguished until the tax has been
paid to the state, except that payment
to a provider required
to collect the tax pursuant to RSA 83-E:3 is sufficient to relieve
the consumer from further liability for the tax.

II. Any tax required to be collected, and any tax
received by a provider, shall become a personal debt of the provider
until paid to the state. The
provider shall be relieved of further
liability for such taxes in the event that the tax is paid directly
to the state by the consumer or another person.

83-E:5 Tax Returns.

I. Except as provided in this section, on or before
the fifteenth day of each second month following a taxable month,
each provider maintaining a
place of business or having transmission
or distribution property in this state shall make a return to
the department for the taxable month on a form
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prescribed by the
department.

II. Any provider who has applied for and been granted
permission to remit taxes annually shall file a return for each
calendar year on or before
February 15 of the following calendar
year.

III. Any provider who ceases to engage in distributing,
redistributing, or transmitting electrical energy for consumption,
and is thereby not
responsible for filing returns under this chapter,
shall file a final return with the department not more than one
month after discontinuing such
activity. This requirement shall
apply notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter regarding
the time within which to file a return.

IV. In making a return, providers shall determine
the value of any non-monetary consideration received by them and
shall include such value in
their return. Such determination shall
be subject to review and revision by the department in the manner
provided in this chapter for the correction
of returns.

V. If the commissioner finds that the information
required for the making of an accurate return cannot reasonably
be compiled by a provider within
one month and 15 days after the
close of the taxable month for which a return is to be made, the
commissioner may grant an extension of time for
the filing of
such return. Any such extension shall be granted for a period
not to exceed 31 calendar days. The granting of such extension
may be
conditioned upon the payment by the provider of an amount
of money equal to the amount estimated by the commissioner to
be due with the return
when filed under extension. All such estimated
payments shall be credited against the provider's liabilities
under this chapter.

VI. The provider shall pay to the department the
amount of tax imposed by this chapter at the time it makes a return.

83-E:6 Tax Returns by Consumer.

I. Consumers may apply for permission to pay tax
directly to the state. Direct payment shall be at the commissioner's
discretion.

II. When a consumer does not pay the tax imposed
by this chapter to a provider, such consumer shall file a return
with the department and pay the
tax upon the amount of electricity
consumed during the taxable month. Such return and payment shall
be due by the fifteenth day of the second
month following the
taxable month. The return shall be filed on a form prescribed
by the department and shall contain such information as the
department
may reasonably require.

III. When a consumer pays a tax imposed by this chapter
directly to the department, the department, upon request from
such consumer, shall issue
an appropriate receipt to the consumer
showing that the tax has been paid. Such receipt shall be sufficient
to relieve the consumer from further
liability for the amount
of tax to which such receipt may refer.

83-E:7 Instruments, Books, Records, Papers, and Other
Documents.

I. Every provider liable for collection of tax under
this chapter shall provide and keep the necessary instruments
and records to show the amount
expressed in kilowatt hours of
electrical energy distributed, redistributed, or transmitted by
such provider for consumption in this state. Every
consumer making
direct tax payments to the department shall provide and keep the
necessary instruments and records to show the amount expressed
in kilowatt hours of electrical energy consumed by such consumer.

II. Every provider maintaining a place of business
in this state or required to file or actually filing in this state
under this chapter and every
consumer making direct tax payments
to the department under this chapter shall keep books, records,
papers, and other documents which are
adequate to reflect the
information required by this chapter to be reported to the department
by the filing of timely returns with the department.

III. All instruments, books, records, and other papers
and documents required to be kept by this chapter shall, at all
times during business hours of
the day, be subject to inspection
by the department.

83-E:8 Additional Returns. When the commissioner
has reason to believe that a provider has failed to file a return
or to include any part of the total
kilowatt hours distributed,
redistributed, or transmitted by such provider for consumption
in this state in a filed return, the commissioner may
require
the provider to file a return or a supplementary return showing
such additional information as the commissioner prescribes. Upon
the receipt
of the supplementary return, or if none is received
within the time set by the commissioner, the commissioner may
find and assess the amount due
upon the information that is available.
The making of such additional return does not relieve the provider
of any penalty for failure to make a correct
original return,
or relieve it from liability for interest imposed under RSA 21-J:28
or for any other additional charges imposed by the commissioner.
This section shall not be construed to modify or extend the statute
of limitations provided in RSA 21-J:29.

83-E:9 Administration; Rulemaking.

I. The commissioner shall collect the taxes imposed
under this chapter, interest on tax, additions to tax and penalties
imposed, and pay over to the
state treasurer the amount of funds
collected under this chapter.



House Calendar No. 46

file:///C/Users/sue.forcier/Downloads/working/houcal46.htm[11/8/2021 1:05:12 PM]

II. The commissioner shall adopt rules, under RSA
541-A, relative to:

(a) The form of the return and the data which it
must contain for the correct computation of the number of kilowatt
hours of electricity consumption
in this state and the tax assessed.

(b) The administration of the electricity consumption
tax.

(c) The recovery of any tax, interest on tax, additions
to tax, or penalties imposed by RSA 83-E or RSA 21-J.

83-E:10 Tax Sales. The provisions of RSA 80:26 apply
to the sale of land for the payment of taxes due under this chapter,
and the state treasurer is
authorized to purchase the land for
the state. If the state purchases the land, the state treasurer
shall certify the purchase to the governor, and the
governor shall
draw a warrant for the purchase price out of any money in the
treasury not otherwise appropriated.

83-E:11 Severability. If any provision of this chapter
or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held
to be invalid, the invalidity
shall not affect other provisions
or applications of the chapter which can be given effect without
the invalid provision or application, and to this end
the provisions
of this chapter are severable.

5 Repeal. RSA 83-C, relative to the franchise tax,
is repealed.

6 Contingency.

I. If the statewide electric utility industry restructuring plan issued by order of the public utilities commission relative to competitive electric utility
service requirements has not been implemented on or before January 1, 1998, this act shall take effect 30 days after the public utility commission
shall certify to the commissioner of revenue administration that it has begun implementing such order or any subsequent order relative thereto,
except as provided in paragraphs II and III. A final return and payment of any taxes due under RSA 83-C shall be filed on or before the fifteenth day
of the third month following the repeal of RSA
83-C by any person subject to such chapter. Such return and payment
shall be made in accordance
with the requirements of RSA 83-C
as if that chapter remained in effect. The credit for taxes paid
pursuant to RSA 83-C under RSA 77-A:5, I shall
be extended to
such taxes paid for any tax period ending after December 31, 1997,
resulting from the application of this paragraph.

II. If the statewide electric utility industry restructuring
plan issued by order of the public utility commission relative
to competitive electric utility
service requirements has been
implemented before January 1, 1998, this act shall take effect
January 1, 1998.

III. If this act becomes effective pursuant to paragraph
I or II of this section, the effective date as applied to customers
of the Town of Ashland
Electric Department shall be December 31,
2000; Littleton Water and Light Department shall be January 1,
2004; New Hampton Village Precinct
Electric Department shall be
December 31, 2000; Wolfeboro Municipal Electric Department shall
be December 31, 2000; and Woodsville Water
and Light Department
shall be October 31, 2007, unless any such town terminates the
power supply agreement it and its primary wholesale supplier
has
in effect as of April 1, 1997.

7 Effective Date. This act shall take effect as provided
in section 6 of this act.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill repeals the franchise tax on electrical
utilities and replaces it with a tax on electricity consumption.

The bill contains a contingency concerning its effective
date to take into account the possibility that the restructuring
plan issued by the public
utility commission may not be implemented
by January 1, 1998, and that several towns have ongoing contractual
obligations.

1997-0999h

Amendment to HB 609-FN-LOCAL

Proposed by the Committee on Judiciary and Family
Law

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting
clause with the following:

1 Purpose. The purpose of this act is to enact the
Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) and to improve procedures
and processes related
to the establishment of paternity and the
establishment and enforcement of child support obligations as
an integral part of achieving welfare reform
by increasing child
support collections, thereby increasing the income available to
households with children, and enabling families to become self
sufficient and leave public assistance. There shall be in effect
safeguards, applicable to all confidential information handled
by the department, that
are designed to protect the privacy rights
of the parties against unauthorized use or disclosure of information
relating to proceedings or actions to
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establish paternity, or
to establish or enforce support.

2 Affidavits of Paternity; Procedure. RSA 126:6-a,
II-a is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

II-a. When an affidavit of paternity is executed
in a hospital or birthing center, or before a midwife, the following
procedure shall apply:

(a) A hospital, birthing center, or midwife shall
provide to an unmarried mother of a live child born in a hospital,
birthing center, or other location,
an affidavit of paternity
that can be completed by the child's mother and father to acknowledge
paternity of a child, which affidavit shall be
notarized by the
hospital or birthing center staff if the birth occurs in a hospital
or birthing center. Before a mother and a putative father can
sign an
affidavit of paternity, they shall be given oral and written
notice of the legal consequences of signing the affidavit, including
the resulting rights and
responsibilities and the alternatives
to acknowledging paternity by affidavit. If one parent is a minor,
notice shall include any rights afforded by
minority status.

(b) When a mother and father sign an affidavit of
paternity, a hospital, birthing center, or midwife shall:

(1) Complete the affidavit of paternity and forward
the record to the bureau of vital records and health statistics;
and

(2) File a copy of the affidavit of paternity with
the department of health and human services, office of child support
enforcement services, at the
address indicated on the affidavit
of paternity.

(c) For each affidavit of paternity signed and filed
in accordance with this paragraph, the department of health and
human services shall reimburse
the hospital, birthing center,
or midwife in an amount authorized by federal law.

(d) The department of health and human services shall
develop and distribute to a hospital, birthing center, or midwife
free of charge the affidavit of
paternity forms, information on
the purpose and completion of the form, information on the rights
and responsibilities of the parents, and assistance
and training
to staff assigned responsibility for providing the information.

3 New Paragraphs; Procedures for Affidavits of Paternity.
Amend RSA 126:6-a by inserting after paragraph II-a the following
new paragraphs:

II-b. When an affidavit of paternity is executed
and filed with the clerk of the town where the birth occurs, the
following procedures shall apply:

(a) In those instances where an affidavit of paternity
is completed by the parents of the child and filed directly with
the clerk of the town where the
birth occurs, the clerk of the
town shall forward a copy of the affidavit of paternity to the
department of health and human services, office of child
support,
enforcement services at the address indicated on the affidavit
of paternity and shall forward the electronic record to the bureau
of vital
records and health statistics. Before a mother and a
putative father may sign an affidavit of paternity, they shall
be given oral and written notice of
the legal consequences of
signing the affidavit, including the resulting rights and responsibilities
and the alternatives to acknowledging paternity by
affidavit.
If one parent is a minor, notice shall include any rights afforded
by minority status.

(b) The department of health and human services shall
develop and distribute to a clerk of the town free of charge the
affidavit of paternity forms,
information on the purpose and completion
of the form, information on the rights and responsibilities of
the parents, and assistance and training to
staff assigned responsibility
for providing the information.

II-c. The bureau of vital records and health statistics
shall link an electronic record of an affidavit of paternity with
the original birth record of the
child.

II-d. An affidavit of paternity signed pursuant to
this section shall be considered a legal finding of paternity,
subject to the right of any signatory to
rescind the acknowledgment
within the earlier of:

(1) Sixty days; or

(2) The date of an administrative or judicial proceeding
relating to the child, including a proceeding to establish a support
order, in which the
signatory is a party.

II-e. Written notice of rescission shall be sent
to the clerk of the town in which the birth occurred, with a copy
to the office of child support
enforcement services at the address
indicated on the affidavit, no later than 60 days after the affidavit
is signed. After expiration of the rescission
period, the signed
affidavit of paternity may be challenged in court only on the
basis of fraud, duress, or material mistake of fact, with the
burden of
proof upon the challenger, and under which the legal
responsibilities (including child support obligations) of any
signatory arising from the
acknowledgment shall not be suspended
during the challenge, except for good cause shown.

II-f. When an affidavit of paternity has been properly
completed and the certificate of birth has been filed accordingly,
and the acknowledgment has
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not been rescinded pursuant to this
section, any further modification of the birth certificate regarding
the paternity of the child shall require an order
from a court
of competent jurisdiction.

4 New Paragraph; Rulemaking Authority of Commissioner.
Amend RSA 126:6-a by inserting after paragraph V the following
new paragraph:

VI. The commissioner of the department of health
and human services shall adopt rules, pursuant to RSA 541-A, relative
to implementing the
commissioner's duties under this section.

5 New Paragraph; Disclosure of Information From Vital
Records. Amend RSA 126:14 by inserting after paragraph VI the
following new paragraph:

VII. Disclosure of voluntary acknowledgments and
adjudication of paternity by judicial or administrative processes
shall be released for the
purposes of the state case registry
pursuant to RSA 161-B:7.

6 Repository for Information; State Case Registry.
RSA 161-B:7, I is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

I. The department is authorized and directed to establish
a central unit to serve as a repository of information, to answer
inquiries concerning absent
parents and other persons legally
responsible for support, to coordinate and supervise departmental
activities in relation to such persons, and to
establish a state
case registry which shall contain records with respect to each
case in which services are being provided by the department, and
in
each case in which any support order is established or modified
in the state on or after October 1, 1998. The records in the state
case registry shall:

(a) Contain standardized data for both parents such
as names, social security numbers, and other uniform identification
numbers, and with respect to
those in which a support order has
been established and in which the department is providing services,
shall also contain the following:

(1) The amount of weekly (or other periodic) support
ordered, and other amounts, including arrearages, interest or
late payment penalties, and fees
due or overdue under the order.

(2) Any amount described in subparagraph (a)(1) that
has been collected.

(3) The distribution of such collected amounts.

(4) The birth date of any child for whom the order
requires the provision of support.

(5) The amount of any lien imposed with respect to
the order pursuant to RSA 161-C:10 or 458:17, VII-a.

(b) With respect to those cases in which the department
is providing services, be promptly established, maintained, and
regularly updated on the
basis of:

(1) Information on administrative actions and administrative
and judicial proceedings and orders relating to paternity and
support.

(2) Information obtained from federal, state, or
local sources of information.

(3) Information on support collections and distributions.

7 Statutory References Revised. Amend RSA 161-B:7,
III to read as follows:

III. Any records established or information collected
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall be made available
only to the commissioner and
the attorney general and their authorized
designees, attorneys employed by the office of child support,
attorneys responsible for the administration
of RSA [546] 546-B,
the client or the client's authorized representative, and courts
or agencies in other states engaged in the enforcement of support
of minor children as authorized by federal law or the rules of
the department. Such records and information shall be available
and used only for
purposes directly connected with establishment,
enforcement, or modification of child support and the administration
of this chapter. The records
and information made available to
the client or the client's authorized representative shall not
include information provided to the department that is
prohibited
from release by federal law, state statute, state case law, or
by contract or agreement between the department and another entity
if such
contract or agreement prohibits release of such information.

8 Revocation and Denial of Licenses. Amend RSA 161-B:11,
I to read as follows:

I. The department shall be authorized to certify
that an obligor is not in compliance with a legal order of support,
or that any party has failed, after
receiving notice, to comply
with subpoenas or orders relating to paternity or child support
proceedings, to any licensing board for the purpose of
suspending,
revoking, or denying the issuance or renewal of any appropriate
license or licenses held by the obligor or party.
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9 New Paragraph; Recording Social Security Numbers.
Amend RSA 161-B:11 by inserting after paragraph VI the following
new paragraph:

VI-a. The social security number of any applicant
for a professional license, commercial driver's license, occupational
license, or marriage license
shall be recorded on the application,
provided that if the use of a number other than the social security
number is allowed, the applicant shall be so
advised. Any application
required by this section to contain a social security number shall
be confidential and not subject to the right to know law.
The
use of such number shall be limited to proceedings or actions
to establish paternity or to establish or enforce support and
shall only be provided
to or entered in any out-of-state or federal
data base for those cases for which the department is providing
services.

10 New Paragraph; "Account" Defined. Amend
RSA 161-C:2 by inserting after paragraph I the following new paragraph:

I-a. "Account" means a demand deposit account,
checking or negotiable withdrawal order account, savings account,
time deposit account, money
market mutual fund account, or brokerage
account.

11 New Paragraph; "Financial Institution"
Defined. Amend RSA 161-C:2 by inserting after paragraph VI-a the
following new paragraph:

VI-b. "Financial institution" means:

(a) A depository institution, as defined in section
3(c) of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act at 12 U.S.C. 1813(c).

(b) An institution-affiliated party, as defined in
section 3(u) of such act at 12 U.S.C. 1813(u).

(c) Any federal credit union or state credit union,
as defined in section 101 of the Federal Credit Union Act (12
U.S.C. 1752), including an
institution-affiliated party of such
a credit union, as defined in section 206(r) of such act at 12
U.S.C. 1786(r).

(d) Any benefit association, insurance company, safe
deposit company, money market mutual fund, brokerage firm, federal
or state-chartered
fiduciary bank, or similar entity.

12 Access to Information Contained in Certain Records.
RSA 161-C:3-a, I-III are repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

I. Notwithstanding the provisions of RSA 359-C or any other law to the contrary, the commissioner is hereby authorized to request, on an
individually-named basis, and receive, on the same basis, from any bank, trust company, savings and loan association, credit union, or other
financial institution doing business in this state information with respect to the transactions with any
institution and the assets of any delinquent
obligor or individual
against whom the department is seeking to establish or enforce
an obligation of support. The institution shall furnish the
information
within 15 days of the department's request. After such time, an
institution which fails to comply with these provisions shall
be liable for
an administrative fine of $50 per day.

II. The commissioner is hereby authorized to request
and receive from any former or current employer, including for-profit,
nonprofit, and
governmental employers, information necessary to
the establishment or enforcement of child support orders, including,
but not limited to, the dates
of employment, number of hours worked,
rate of pay, date of birth, available health insurance, current
address, payroll deductions, and social
security number of any
delinquent obligor or individual against whom the department is
seeking to establish or enforce an obligation of support.
The
institution shall furnish the information within 15 days of the
department's request. After such time, an employer who fails to
comply with these
provisions shall be liable for an administrative
fine of $50 per day.

III. The department and any financial institution
or employer who discloses financial or employment records under
this section shall not be subject
to civil liability or criminal
prosecution which is based upon its disclosure under this section,
or for any other action taken in good faith to comply
with the
requirements of this section. A financial institution shall not
be liable under federal or state law to any person for encumbering
or
surrendering any assets held by such financial institution
in response to a notice of lien or levy issued by the department.

13 Statutory Reference Revised. Amend RSA 161-C:3-a,
IV to read as follows:

IV. Any records established or information collected
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall be made available
only to the commissioner and
the attorney general and their authorized
designees, attorneys employed by the office of child support,
attorneys responsible for the administration
of RSA [546] 546-B,
the client or the client's authorized representative and courts
or agencies in other states engaged in the enforcement of support
of minor children as authorized by the rules of the department.
Such records and information shall be available and used only
for purposes directly
connected with establishment, enforcement
or modification of child support and the administration of this
chapter. The records and information
made available to the client
or the client's authorized representative shall not include information
provided to the department that is prohibited from
release by
federal law, state statute, state case law, or by contract or
agreement between the department and another entity if such contract
or
agreement prohibits release of such information.

14 New Paragraphs; Access to Information. Amend RSA
161-C:3-a by inserting after paragraph V the following new paragraphs:
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VI. The department is authorized to obtain access
to certain records held by public utilities and cable television
companies with respect to
individuals who owe or are owed support,
or against or with respect to whom a support obligation is sought,
consisting of the names and addresses
of such individuals and
the names and addresses of the employers of such individuals,
pursuant to an administrative subpoena issued by the
commissioner.

VII. The department is authorized to enter into agreements
with financial institutions doing business in the state:

(a) To develop and operate, in coordination with
such financial institutions, a data match system, using automated
data exchanges to the maximum
extent feasible, in which each financial
institution is required to provide for each calendar quarter the
name, record address, social security number
or other taxpayer
identification number, and other identifying information for each
obligor who maintains an account at the financial institution
and
who owes past-due support, as identified by the state by name
and social security number or other taxpayer identification number.

(b) In response to a notice of lien or levy, to encumber
or surrender, as the case may be, assets held by such institution
on behalf of any obligor who
is subject to a child support lien
pursuant to RSA 161-C.

VIII. The department shall pay a reasonable fee to
a financial institution for conducting the data match provided
for in paragraph VII(a), not to
exceed actual costs incurred by
such financial institution.

15 Subpoenas. RSA 161-C:3-c is repealed and reenacted
to read as follows:

161-C:3-c Power to Subpoena Financial and Other Records.
Pursuant to the department's responsibilities, the commissioner
shall have the power to
subpoena any financial or other information
needed to establish, modify, or enforce a support order.

16 New Section; Penalty for Failure to Comply. Amend
RSA 161-C by inserting after section 3-c the following new section:

161-C:3-d Penalty for Failure to Comply With Subpoena.
Any person who owes or is owed a duty of support who knowingly
fails to comply with a
subpoena issued pursuant to RSA 161-C:3-c:

I. May be subject to license revocation under RSA
161-B:11; and

II. Shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

17 Assertion of Lien; Accrual of Support. RSA 161-C:10,
I is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

I. Twenty-one days after service of notice of debt
under RSA 161-C:7, or service of the decision under RSA 161-C:9,
the amount stated in the
notice of debt or in the decision shall
be a lien against all property of the responsible parent and shall
incorporate any unpaid child support which
may accrue in the future.
This lien shall be separate and apart from and in addition to
any other lien created by or provided for in this chapter.

18 New Sections; Denial of Passports; Hiring Reports.
Amend RSA 161-C by inserting after section 26-a the following
new sections:

161-C:26-b Denial of Passports.

I. The department is authorized to certify to the
United States Secretary of Health and Human Services, pursuant
to section 652(k) of the Social
Security Act, that an obligor
owes child support arrearages in an amount exceeding $5,000 and
is out of compliance with a legal order of support.

II. The obligor shall be given prior notice of the
determination and of the consequences and an opportunity to contest
the determination.

161-C:26-c Hiring Reports. The department shall be
authorized to receive from the state directory of new hires maintained
by the department of
employment security pursuant to RSA 282-A:117-a,
I, reports made by an employing unit of the hire, rehire, or contracting
of services of any
named individual whom the department seeks
to locate for purposes of establishing paternity and establishing,
modifying, and enforcing child
support obligations.

19 Standing of Putative Fathers. RSA 168-A:2, I is
repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

I. Paternity shall be established upon the filing
of:

(a) A petition to the superior court by the mother,
putative father, child, or public authority chargeable by law
with the support of the child and the
granting of such petition
by the court; or

(b) An affidavit of paternity with the clerk of the
town where the birth of the child occurred pursuant to RSA 126:6-a,
I(b) or II. The affidavit of
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paternity shall have the legal effect
of establishing paternity without requiring further action pursuant
to this chapter, unless rescinded pursuant to
RSA 126:6-a, II-d.

20 New Paragraphs; Paternity Records; Admissibility
of Certain Expenses. Amend RSA 168-A:2 by inserting after paragraph
IV the following new
paragraphs:

V. Upon determining paternity, the court shall provide
a copy of the order to the bureau of vital records and health
statistics, except that the office of
child support enforcement
services shall provide the copy to the bureau of vital records
and health statistics in cases initiated by the department.

VI. Copies of bills for pregnancy, childbirth, and
genetic paternity testing shall be admissible as evidence without
requiring third-party foundation
testimony, and shall constitute
prima facie evidence of costs incurred for such services or for
genetic paternity testing.

21 Remedies. RSA 168-A:4, I is repealed and reenacted
to read as follows:

I. The superior court has jurisdiction of a proceeding
under this chapter and all remedies for the enforcement of judgments
for expenses of
pregnancy and confinement for a mother or for
education or necessary support of children apply including, but
not limited to, the provisions of RSA
161-B, 161-C, and 458.

22 Remedies. RSA 168-A:4, III is repealed and reenacted
to read as follows:

III. Upon the prayer of the petitioner the court
shall schedule an immediate hearing, as in the cases of prayers
for temporary relief in divorce and
legal separation proceedings,
on the issue of whether, and how much, the alleged father of the
child in question shall be required to post in advance
as security
for the payment of maternity and other expenses for which he may
ultimately be held liable under this chapter. The court has continuing
jurisdiction to modify or revoke a judgment for future education
and necessary support. All remedies under the Uniform Interstate
Family Support
Act and all remedies included but not limited to
the provisions contained in RSA 161-B, 161-C and 458 are available
for enforcement of duties of
support under this chapter.

23 No Right to Jury Trial. RSA 168-A:5 is repealed
and reenacted to read as follows:

168-A:5 Time of Trial; No Right To Jury Trial.

I. If the issue of paternity is raised in a proceeding
commenced during the pregnancy of the mother, the trial shall
not, without the consent of the
alleged father, be held until
after the birth or miscarriage but during such delay testimony
may be perpetuated according to the laws of this state.

II. No right to a jury trial exists in a proceeding
to establish paternity.

24 Statutory Reference Revised. Amend RSA 170-A:2
to read as follows:

170-A:2 Financial Responsibility. Financial responsibility
for any child placed pursuant to the provisions of the Interstate
Compact on the
Placement of Children shall be determined in accordance
with the provisions of Article V [thereof] of the compact in the
first instance. However, in
the event of partial or complete default
of performance [thereunder] under the compact, the provisions
of RSA [546, as amended by 1959, 271:1
and] RSA 546-A [as inserted
by 1955, 206:1] and RSA 546-B shall apply.

25 Statutory Reference Revised. Amend the introductory
paragraph of RSA 173-B:11-a, II to read as follows:

II. The superior court, in any action determining
the obligation of the obligor to support the obligee or the parties'
minor children, including but not
limited to actions for divorce,
pursuant to RSA 458; custody, pursuant to RSA 458; paternity,
pursuant to RSA 168-A; child support, pursuant to
RSA 161-B, RSA
161-C and RSA 458; reimbursement of public assistance, pursuant
to RSA 161-C; and the uniform [reciprocal enforcement of]
interstate
family support act, pursuant to RSA [546] 546-B; shall take judicial
notice of any support obligation established pursuant to RSA 173-
B:4,
I(b)(4), upon the filing of a certified copy of the district court
order in the superior court by:

26 New Section; Reports to Department of Employment
Security; Newly Hired, Rehired, or Contracted Service Employees.
Amend RSA 282-A by
inserting after section 117 the following new
section:

282-A:117-a Employment Reports to Department of Employment
Security; State Directory of New Hires.

I. The commissioner shall, pursuant to an agreement
with the department of health and human services which shall include
payment of costs of
administration, maintain a state directory
of new hires. Any employing unit shall report to the department
for entry into the directory:

(a) The hiring of an individual who earns wages or
any other form of compensation in this state;
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(b) The rehiring of such individual who was permanently
laid off or otherwise terminated from employment; and

(c) The contracting for services, other than casual
labor, in this state with an individual, in accordance with the
rules adopted by the commissioner,
when reimbursement for such
services is anticipated to exceed $2,500.

II. An employing unit with employees in 2 or more
states, which transmits reports magnetically or electronically,
may comply with this section by
designating one of the states
as the state to which the reports will be transmitted. Such an
employing unit shall notify the United States Secretary of
the
Department of Health and Human Services in writing as to which
state is so designated.

III. An employing unit required to report under paragraph
I shall mail or transmit a copy of the individual's W-4 form to
the department or send all
information required in paragraph V
in a format acceptable to the department by electronic or magnetic
tape or by any other means mutually agreed
upon.

IV. The employing unit shall submit to the department
a report of an individual's hire, rehire, or contract for services
within 20 days of such action
or, in the case of magnetic or electronic
reports, by 2 monthly transmissions not less than 12 days nor
more than 16 days apart. The report shall
contain:

(a) The individual's complete name, address, and
social security number.

(b) The employing unit's name, address, and federal
and state identification number.

V.(a) Information reported under paragraphs III and
IV shall be entered by the department in the state directory of
new hires within 5 business days
of receipt.

(b) The department shall report to the National Directory
of New Hires only those named individuals for whom the department
of health and human
services is providing services.

VI. The department and the department of health and
human services shall conduct automated comparisons of the social
security numbers reported
by employing units pursuant to paragraphs
III and IV and the social security numbers appearing in the records
of the state case registry of child
support cases pursuant to
RSA 161-B:7, I. When such comparison reveals a match with respect
to the social security number of an individual
required to provide
support under a support order, the department shall provide the
department of health and human services with the name, address,
and social security number of the individual to whom the social
security number is assigned, and the employing unit's name, address,
and federal
and state identification number.

VII. Within 3 business days after the date the information
is entered into the directory, the department shall furnish the
information to the national
directory of new hires.

VIII. The department of health and human services
shall be authorized to use the information transmitted to it by
the department of employment
security, to establish paternity
and establish, modify, and enforce child support obligations against
a named individual and may disclose such
information about such
named individual to any agency under contract with the department
of health and human services to carry out such purposes.

IX. The department of employment security shall furnish
to the national directory of new hires quarterly extracts of the
reports required under 42
U.S.C. 503 (a) (6) to be made to the
United States Secretary of Labor concerning the wages and unemployment
compensation paid to individuals,
by such dates, in such format,
and containing such information as the United States Secretary
of Health and Human Services shall specify in
regulations.

X. State agencies responsible for administering any
program specified in 42 U.S.C. 1320b-7(b) shall have access to
information reported by
employers pursuant to this section pertaining
to named individuals for purposes of verifying eligibility for
the program.

XI. The department of employment security and state
agencies operating workers' compensation programs shall have access
to information reported
by employers pursuant to this section
for the purposes of administering such programs.

XII. Any individual earning wages in this state,
hired or rehired by an employing unit, or entering into a contract
for services with an employing
unit, shall be deemed to consent
to the release to, and the disclosure by, the department of the
information consistent with the provisions of this
section.

XIII. This section does not apply to an employee
of a federal or state agency performing intelligence or counterintelligence
functions, if the head of
such agency has determined that reporting
pursuant to this section with respect to the employee could endanger
the employee's safety or
compromise an ongoing investigation or
intelligence mission.
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XIV. The commissioner and the commissioner of health
and human services may adopt such rules as may be necessary for
the efficient
administration of this section pursuant to RSA 541-A.

27 New Paragraph; Support and Custody of Children.
Amend RSA 458:17 by inserting after paragraph VII the following
new paragraph:

VII-a. Liens shall arise by operation of law against
real and personal property for child support arrearages owed by
an obligor who resides or owns
property in the state and shall
incorporate any unpaid child support which may accrue in the future.
Full faith and credit shall be given to such liens
arising in
another state when the state agency, a party, or other entity
authorized to enforce an order of support and seeking to perfect
the lien
complies with the procedural rules relating to recording
or serving liens. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, such
rules may not require
judicial notice prior to perfecting the
lien.

28 Department of Health and Human Services as Responsible
Agency. RSA 458-B:3, III is repealed and reenacted to as follows:

III. Collection and disbursement of all support orders
initially issued in the state on or after January 1, 1994, which
are not being enforced by the
department, shall be enforced through
the state disbursement unit where the obligor is subject to income
withholding pursuant to 458-B, whether or
not the obligee has
applied for IV-D services. In such cases, the department's role
is limited to monitoring, collecting, and disbursing moneys under
this section.

29 Reference to Wages Changed to Income. Amend the
introductory paragraph of RSA 458-B:5, I to read as follows:

I. When support is payable through the department
if[ wages are] income is not subject to immediate assignment under
this chapter, including cases
subject to a finding of good cause
or to a written agreement, before notice of the [wage] income
assignment may be given to an employer by the
department, the
obligor shall be given at least 15 days' prior notice of the commencement
of [wage] income withholding procedures under this
chapter. The
notice to the obligor shall include:

30 Reference to Wages Changed to Income. Amend RSA
458-B:5, II to read as follows:

II. For orders issued or modified on or after October
1, 1985, when support is not payable through the department and
[wages are] income is not
subject to immediate assignment under
this chapter, including cases subject to a finding of good cause
or to a written agreement, before an
individual or a legal representative
seeks to establish [a wage] an income assignment payable directly
to an obligee, notice must be given to the
obligor at least 15
days prior to commencement of [wage] income assignment procedures
under this chapter. The notice to the obligor shall include
the
notice provisions under subparagraphs (a), (b), and (c) of paragraph
I and a notice of the period within which the obligor must give
written
notice to the obligee in order to contest the assignment.

31 Genetic Tests to Determine Paternity. RSA 522:1
is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

522:1 Authority for Test.

I. In a civil action in which paternity is a contested
and relevant issue, the mother, child and putative father shall
submit to blood, tissue typing
and/or genetic marker tests which
may include, but are not limited to, tests of red cell antigens,
serum proteins and deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA)
analysis. The genetic
samples collected shall be subject to safeguarding and confidentiality
procedures and used exclusively for purposes of
paternity testing.
Testing shall be ordered as follows:

(a) The court may order genetic paternity testing
upon the motion of any party or upon its own initiative. If the
court determines that a motion for
testing is made for the purpose
of delay, the court may deny the motion. The court may order payment
of costs related to testing. If any party refuses
to submit to
such tests, the court may resolve the question of paternity against
such party.

(b) The department of health and human services (the
department) may order genetic paternity testing upon agreement
of the parties or upon the
request of any party, if the request
is supported by a sworn statement alleging paternity and setting
forth facts which reasonably establish the
requisite sexual contact;
or denying paternity and setting forth facts which reasonably
establish a lack of the requisite sexual contact. The state shall
pay the costs related to such testing, subject to recoupment from
the father if paternity is established.

II. For genetic paternity testing pursuant to RSA
522:1, I(b) the following administrative procedures apply:

(a) The department shall serve the parties with notice
and order for genetic paternity testing. Unless the order is contested
by any party, the order is
effective as to the party served, upon
the expiration of 11 days after service. Service of the notice
and order shall be by certified mail or other
method as provided
by law and shall include:

(1) The names and dates of birth of the individuals
to be tested pursuant to the order;
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(2) A statement explaining the rights and responsibilities
associated with paternity establishment;

(3) A copy of the order including an appointment
with the date, time and place for collecting the genetic samples;

(4) A statement of the administrative and judicial
procedures available to contest the order.

(b) Any party may request a supervisory review of
the order. The request must be in writing and received by the
department within 10 days of the
date that the party received
service of the notice and order. Issues that may be considered
on review are limited to mistake of fact. Within 10 days of
the
review, the person conducting the review shall issue a written
decision and forward it to the parties.

(c) Within 10 days of the written decision pursuant
to the supervisory review, any party may request an administrative
hearing. The hearing shall be
conducted by a hearings officer
according to the rules for fair hearings adopted by the commissioner
pursuant to RSA 541-A. Issues that may be
considered at the administrative
hearing are limited to mistake of fact. Within 10 days of the
administrative hearing, the person conducting the
hearing shall
issue a written decision and forward it to the parties.

(d) Within 10 days of the written decision of the
hearings officer, any party may appeal to the superior court.
Such appeal shall be restricted to a
review of the record. Upon
review the court may request the submission of additional evidence
and order a hearing.

(e) Nothing in this section shall preclude any party
from filing a petition to determine paternity directly with the
court and seeking a judicial
determination.

32 New Chapter; Uniform Interstate Family Support
Act (UIFSA). Amend RSA by inserting after chapter 546-A the following
new chapter:

CHAPTER 546-B

UNIFORM INTERSTATE FAMILY SUPPORT ACT

Article 1

General Provisions

546-B:1 Definitions. In this chapter:

I. "Child" means an individual, whether
over or under the age of majority, who is or is alleged to be
owed a duty of support by the individual's
parent or who is or
is alleged to be the beneficiary of a support order directed to
the parent or another obligee.

II. "Child support order" means a support
order for a child, including a child who has attained the age
of majority under the law of the issuing state.

III. "Duty of support" means an obligation
imposed or imposable by law to provide support for a child, spouse,
or former spouse, including an
unsatisfied obligation to provide
support.

IV. "Home state" means the state in which
a child lived with a parent or a person acting as parent for at
least 6 consecutive months immediately
preceding the time of the
filing of a petition or comparable pleading for support and, if
a child is less than 6 months old, the state in which the child
lived from birth with any of them. A period of temporary absence
of any of them is counted as part of the 6-month or other period.

V. "Income" includes earnings or other
periodic entitlements to money from any source and/or any other
property subject to withholding for support
under the law of this
state.

VI. "Income-withholding order" means an
order or other legal process or a notice pursuant to RSA 458-B:6
directed to an obligor's employer, as
defined by RSA 458-B:1,
V, to withhold support from the income of the obligor.

VII. "Initiating state" means a state from
which a proceeding is forwarded or in which a proceeding is filed
for forwarding to a responding state
under this chapter or a law
or procedure substantially similar to this chapter, the Uniform
Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act, or the Revised
Uniform
Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act.

VIII. "Initiating tribunal" means the authorized
tribunal in an initiating state.

IX. "Issuing state" means the state in
which a tribunal issues a support order or renders a judgment
determining parentage.

X. "Issuing tribunal" means the tribunal
that issues a support order or renders a judgment determining
parentage.
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XI. "Law" includes decisional and statutory
law and rules and regulations having the force of law.

XII. "Obligee" means:

(a) An individual to whom a duty of support is or
is alleged to be owed or in whose favor a support order has been
issued or a judgment determining
parentage has been rendered;

(b) A state or political subdivision to which the
rights under a duty of support or support order have been assigned
or which has independent claims
based on financial assistance
provided to an individual obligee; or

(c) An individual seeking a judgment determining
parentage of the individual's child.

XIII. "Obligor" means an individual, or
the estate of a decedent:

(a) Who owes or is alleged to owe a duty of support;

(b) Who is alleged but has not been adjudicated to
be a parent of a child; or

(c) Who is liable under a support order.

XIV. "Register" means to file a support
order or judgment determining parentage in the office of the clerk
of the appropriate superior court or other
authorized tribunal.

XV. "Registering tribunal" means a tribunal
in which a support order is registered.

XVI. "Responding state" means a state in
which a proceeding is filed or to which a proceeding is forwarded
under this chapter or a law or procedure
substantially similar
to this chapter, the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support
Act, or the Revised Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of
Support
Act.

XVII. "Responding tribunal" means the authorized
tribunal in a responding state.

XVIII. "Spousal support order" means a
support order for a spouse or former spouse of the obligor.

XIX. "State" means a state of the United
States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the United States
Virgin Islands, or any territory or insular
possession subject
to the jurisdiction of the United States. The term includes:

(a) An Indian tribe; and

(b) A foreign jurisdiction that has enacted a law
or established procedures for issuance and enforcement of support
orders which are substantially
similar to the procedures under
this chapter, the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act,
or the Revised Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement
of Support Act.

XX. "Support enforcement agency" means
a public official or agency authorized to seek:

(a) Enforcement of support orders or laws relating
to the duty of support;

(b) Establishment or modification of child support;

(c) Determination of parentage; and

(d) To locate obligors or their assets.

XXI. "Support order" means a judgment,
decree, or order, whether temporary, final, or subject to modification,
for the benefit of a child, a spouse,
or a former spouse, which
provides for monetary support, health care, arrearages, or reimbursement,
and may include related costs and fees, interest,
income withholding,
attorney's fees, and other relief.

XXII. "Tribunal" means a court, administrative agency, or quasi-judicial entity authorized to establish, enforce, or modify support orders or to
determine parentage.

XXIII. "Tribunal of this state" means the
superior court, the department of health and human services, or
a combination.
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546-B:2 Remedies Cumulative. Remedies provided by
this chapter are cumulative and do not affect the availability
of remedies under other law.

Article 2

Jurisdiction

Part A. Extended Personal Jurisdiction

546-B:3 Bases for Jurisdiction Over Nonresident.
In a proceeding to establish, enforce, or modify a support order
or to determine parentage, a
tribunal of this state may exercise
personal jurisdiction over a nonresident individual or the individual's
guardian or conservator if:

I. The individual is personally served with notice
within this state.

II. The individual submits to the jurisdiction of
this state by consent, by entering a general appearance, or by
filing a responsive document having
the effect of waiving any
contest to personal jurisdiction.

III. The individual resided with the child in this
state.

IV. The individual resided in this state and provided
prenatal expenses or support for the child.

V. The child resides in this state as a result of
the acts or directives of the individual.

VI. The individual engaged in sexual intercourse
in this state and the child may have been conceived by that act
of intercourse.

VII. The individual asserted parentage in the putative
father registry maintained in this state by the department of
health and human services.

VIII. There is any other basis consistent with the
constitutions of this state and the United States for the exercise
of personal jurisdiction.

546-B:4 Procedure When Exercising Jurisdiction Over
Nonresident. A tribunal of this state exercising personal jurisdiction
over a nonresident under
RSA 546-B:3 may apply RSA 546-B:27 relative
to special rules of evidence and procedure, to receive evidence
from another state, and RSA 546-
B:29, relative to assistance with
discovery, to obtain discovery through a tribunal of another state.
In all other respects, Articles 3 through 7, RSA
546-B:12 - 53,
do not apply, and the tribunal shall apply the procedural and
substantive law of this state, including the rules on choice of
law other
than those established by this chapter.

Part B. Proceedings Involving 2 or More States

546-B:5 Initiating and Responding Tribunal of This
State. Under this chapter, a tribunal of this state may serve
as an initiating tribunal to forward
proceedings to another state
and as a responding tribunal for proceedings initiated in another
state.

546-B:6 Simultaneous Proceedings in Another State.

I. A tribunal of this state may exercise jurisdiction
to establish a support order if the petition or comparable pleading
is filed after a petition or
comparable pleading is filed in another
state only if:

(a) The petition or comparable pleading in this state
is filed before the expiration of the time allowed in the other
state for filing a responsive
pleading challenging the exercise
of jurisdiction by the other state;

(b) The contesting party timely challenges the exercise
of jurisdiction in the other state; and

(c) If relevant, this state is the home state of
the child.

II. A tribunal of this state may not exercise jurisdiction
to establish a support order if the petition or comparable pleading
is filed before a petition or
comparable pleading is filed in
another state if:

(a) The petition or comparable pleading in the other
state is filed before the expiration of the time allowed in this
state for filing a responsive
pleading challenging the exercise
of jurisdiction by this state;

(b) The contesting party timely challenges the exercise
of jurisdiction in this state; and

(c) If relevant, the other state is the home state
of the child.
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546-B:7 Continuing, Exclusive Jurisdiction.

I. A tribunal of this state issuing a support order
consistent with the law of this state has continuing, exclusive
jurisdiction over a child support
order:

(a) As long as this state remains the residence of
the obligor, the individual obligee, or the child for whose benefit
the support order is issued; or

(b) Until each individual party has filed written
consent with the tribunal of this state for a tribunal of another
state to modify the order and assume
continuing, exclusive jurisdiction.

II. A tribunal of this state issuing a child support
order consistent with the law of this state may not exercise its
continuing jurisdiction to modify the
order if the order has been
modified by a tribunal of another state pursuant to this chapter
or a law substantially similar to this chapter.

III. If a child support order of this state is modified
by a tribunal of another state pursuant to a law substantially
similar to this chapter, a tribunal of
this state loses its continuing,
exclusive jurisdiction with regard to prospective enforcement
of the order issued in this state, and may only:

(a) Enforce the order that was modified as to amounts
accruing before the modification;

(b) Enforce nonmodifiable aspects of that order;
and

(c) Provide other appropriate relief for violations
of that order which occurred before the effective date of the
modification.

IV. A tribunal of this state shall recognize the
continuing, exclusive jurisdiction of a tribunal of another state
which has issued a child support order
pursuant to this chapter
or a law substantially similar to this chapter.

V. A temporary support order issued ex parte or pending
resolution of a jurisdictional conflict does not create continuing,
exclusive jurisdiction in
the issuing tribunal.

VI. A tribunal of this state issuing a support order
consistent with the law of this state has continuing, exclusive
jurisdiction over a spousal support
order throughout the existence
of the support obligation. A tribunal of this state may not modify
a spousal support order issued by a tribunal of
another state
having continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over that order under
the law of that state.

546-B:8 Enforcement and Modification of Support Order
by Tribunal Having Continuing Jurisdiction.

I. A tribunal of this state may serve as an initiating
tribunal to request a tribunal of another state to enforce or
modify a support order issued in that
state.

II. A tribunal of this state having continuing, exclusive
jurisdiction over a support order may act as a responding tribunal
to enforce or modify the
order. If a party subject to the continuing,
exclusive jurisdiction of the tribunal no longer resides in the
issuing state, in subsequent proceedings the
tribunal may apply
RSA 546-B:27, relative to special rules of evidence and procedure,
to receive evidence from another state and RSA 546-B:29,
assistance
with discovery, to obtain discovery through a tribunal of another
state.

III. A tribunal of this state which lacks continuing,
exclusive jurisdiction over a spousal support order may not serve
as a responding tribunal to
modify a spousal support order of
another state.

Part C. Reconciliation of Multiple Orders

546-B:9 Recognition of Controlling Child Support
Order.

I. If a proceeding is brought under this chapter,
and only one tribunal has issued a child support order, the order
of that tribunal controls and must be
so recognized.

II. If a proceeding is brought under this chapter,
and 2 or more child support orders have been issued by tribunals
of this state or another state with
regard to the same obligor
and child, a tribunal of this state shall apply the following
rules in determining which order to recognize for purposes of
continuing, exclusive jurisdiction:

(a) If only one of the tribunals would have continuing,
exclusive jurisdiction under this chapter, the order of that tribunal
controls and must be so
recognized;

(b) If more than one of the tribunals would have
continuing, exclusive jurisdiction under this chapter, an order
issued by a tribunal in the current
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home state of the child controls
and must be so recognized, but if an order has not been issued
in the current home state of the child, the order most
recently
issued controls and must be so recognized; or

(c) If none of the tribunals would have continuing,
exclusive jurisdiction under this chapter, the tribunal of this
state having jurisdiction over the
parties shall issue a child
support order, which controls and must be so recognized.

III. If two or more child support orders have been
issued for the same obligor and child and if the obligor or the
individual obligee resides in this
state, a party may request
a tribunal of this state to determine which order controls and
must be so recognized under paragraph II. The request must
be
accompanied by a certified copy of every support order in effect.
The requesting party shall give notice of the request to each
party whose rights
may be affected by the determination.

IV. The tribunal that issued the controlling order
recognized under paragraph I, II, or III is the tribunal that
has continuing, exclusive jurisdiction
under RSA 546-B:7.

V. A tribunal of this state which determines by order
the identity of the controlling order under subparagraph II(a)
or (b), or which issue a new
controlling order under subparagraph
II(c) shall include in that order the basis upon which the tribunal
made its determination.

VI. Within 30 days after issuance of the order determining
the identity of the controlling order, the party obtaining the
order shall file a certified
copy of it with each tribunal that
issued or registered an earlier order of child support. A party
who obtains the order and fails to file a certified copy
is subject
to appropriate sanctions by a tribunal in which the issue of failure
to file arises. The failure to file does not affect the validity
or
enforceability of the controlling order.

546-B:10 Multiple Child Support Orders for 2 or More
Obligees. In responding to multiple registrations or petitions
for enforcement of 2 or more
child support orders in effect at
the same time with regard to the same obligor and different individual
obligees, at least one of which was issued by
a tribunal of another
state, a tribunal of this state shall enforce those orders in
the same manner as if the multiple orders had been issued by a
tribunal of this state.

546-B:11 Credit for Payments. Amounts collected and
credited for a particular period pursuant to a support order issued
by a tribunal of another
state must be credited against the amounts
accruing or accrued for the same period under a support order
issued by the tribunal of this state.

Article 3

Civil Provisions of General Application

546-B:12 Proceedings Under This Chapter.

I. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter,
this article applies to all proceedings under this chapter.

II. This chapter provides for the following proceedings:

(a) Establishment of an order for spousal support
or child support pursuant to Article 4, RSA 546-B:31;

(b) Enforcement of a support order and income-withholding
order of another state without registration pursuant to Article
5, RSA 546-B:32-33;

(c) Registration of an order for spousal support
or child support of another state for enforcement pursuant to
Article 6, RSA 546-B:39-45;

(d) Modification of an order for child support or
spousal support issued by a tribunal of this state pursuant to
Article 2, Part B, RSA 546-B:5-8;

(e) Registration of an order for child support of
another state for modification pursuant to Article 6, RSA 546-B:39-45;

(f) Determination of parentage pursuant to Article
7, RSA 546-B:53; and

(g) Assertion of jurisdiction over nonresidents pursuant
to Article 2, Part A, RSA 546-B:3-4.

III. An individual petitioner or a support enforcement
agency may commence a proceeding authorized under this chapter
by filing a petition in an
initiating tribunal for forwarding
to a responding tribunal or by filing a petition or a comparable
pleading directly in a tribunal of another state
which has or
can obtain personal jurisdiction over the respondent.

546-B:13 Action by Minor Parent. A minor parent,
or a guardian or other legal representative of a minor parent,
may maintain a proceeding on
behalf of or for the benefit of the
minor's child.
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546-B:14 Application of Law of This State. Except
as otherwise provided by this chapter, a responding tribunal of
this state:

I. Shall apply the procedural and substantive law,
including the rules on choice of law, generally applicable to
similar proceedings originating in this
state and may exercise
all powers and provide all remedies available in those proceedings;
and

II. Shall determine the duty of support and the amount
payable in accordance with the law and support guidelines of this
state.

546-B:15 Duties of Initiating Tribunal.

I. Upon the filing of a petition authorized by this
chapter, an initiating tribunal of this state shall forward 3
copies of the petition and its
accompanying documents:

(a) To the responding tribunal or appropriate support
enforcement agency in the responding state; or

(b) If the identity of the responding tribunal is
unknown, to the state information agency of the responding state
with a request that they be
forwarded to the appropriate tribunal
and that receipt be acknowledged.

II. If a responding state has not enacted this chapter
or a law or procedure substantially similar to this chapter, a
tribunal of this state may issue a
certificate or other documents
and make findings required by the law of the responding state.
If the responding state is a foreign jurisdiction, the
tribunal
may specify the amount of support sought and provide other documents
necessary to satisfy the requirements of the responding state.

546-B:16 Duties and Powers of Responding Tribunal.

I. When a responding tribunal of this state receives
a petition or comparable pleading from an initiating tribunal
or directly pursuant to RSA 546-
B:12, III, it shall cause the
petition or pleading to be filed and notify the petitioner where
and when it was filed.

II. A responding tribunal of this state, to the extent
otherwise authorized by law, may do one or more of the following:

(a) Issue or enforce a support order, modify a child support order, or render a judgment to determine parentage;

(b) Order an obligor to comply with a support order,
specifying the amount and the manner of compliance;

(c) Order income withholding;

(d) Determine the amount of any arrearages, and specify
a method of payment;

(e) Enforce orders by civil or criminal contempt,
or both;

(f) Set aside property for satisfaction of the support
order;

(g) Place liens and order execution on the obligor's
property;

(h) Order an obligor to keep the tribunal informed
of the obligor's current residential address, telephone number,
employer, address of employment,
and telephone number at the place
of employment;

(i) Issue a capias for an obligor who has failed
after proper notice to appear at a hearing ordered by the tribunal
and enter the capias in any local and
state computer systems for
criminal warrants;

(j) Order the obligor to seek appropriate employment
by specified methods;

(k) Award reasonable attorney's fees and other fees
and costs; or

(l) Grant any other available remedy.

III. A responding tribunal of this state shall include
in a support order issued under this chapter, or in the documents
accompanying the order, the
calculations on which the support
order is based.

IV. A responding tribunal of this state may not condition
the payment of a support order issued under this chapter upon
compliance by a party with
provisions for visitation.
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V. If a responding tribunal of this state issues
an order under this chapter, the tribunal shall send a copy of
the order to the petitioner and the
respondent and to the initiating
tribunal, if any.

546-B:17 Inappropriate Tribunal. If a petition or
comparable pleading is received by an inappropriate tribunal of
this state, it shall forward the
pleading and accompanying documents
to an appropriate tribunal in this state or another state and
notify the petitioner where and when the pleading
was sent.

546-B:18 Duties of Support Enforcement Agency.

I. A support enforcement agency of this state shall,
upon request, provide services to a petitioner in a proceeding
under this chapter insofar as is
consistent with its responsibilities
under Title IV-D of the Social Security Act, as amended.

II. A support enforcement agency that is providing
services to the petitioner as appropriate shall:

(a) Take all steps necessary to enable an appropriate
tribunal in this state or another state to obtain jurisdiction
over the respondent;

(b) Request an appropriate tribunal to set a date,
time, and place for a hearing;

(c) Make a reasonable effort to obtain all relevant
information, including information as to income and property of
the parties;

(d) Within 10 days, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays,
and legal holidays, after receipt of a written notice from an
initiating, responding, or
registering tribunal, send a copy of
the notice to the petitioner;

(e) Within 10 days, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays,
and legal holidays, after receipt of a written communication from
the respondent or the
respondent's attorney, send a copy of the
communication to the petitioner; and

(f) Notify the petitioner if jurisdiction over the
respondent cannot be obtained.

III. This chapter does not create or negate a relationship
of attorney and client or other fiduciary relationship between
a support enforcement agency
or the attorney for the agency and
the individual being assisted by the agency.

546-B:19 Duty of Attorney General. If the attorney
general determines that the support enforcement agency is neglecting
or refusing to provide
services to an individual, the attorney
general may order the agency to perform its duties under this
chapter or may provide those services directly to
the individual.

546-B:20 Private Counsel. An individual may employ
private counsel to represent the individual in proceedings authorized
by this chapter.

546-B:21 Duties of State Information Agency.

I. The state central registry is the state information
agency under this chapter.

II. The state information agency shall:

(a) Compile and maintain a current list, including
addresses, of the tribunals in this state which have jurisdiction
under this chapter and any support
enforcement agencies in this
state and transmit a copy to the state information agency of every
other state;

(b) Maintain a register of tribunals and support
enforcement agencies of other states;

(c) Forward to the appropriate tribunal in the place
in this state in which the individual obligee or the obligor resides,
or in which the obligor's
property is believed to be located,
all documents concerning a proceeding under this chapter received
from an initiating tribunal or the state
information agency of
the initiating state; and

(d) Obtain information concerning the location of
the obligor and the obligor's property within this state not exempt
from execution, by such means
as postal verification and federal
or state locator services, examination of telephone directories,
requests for the obligor's address from employers,
and examination
of governmental records including, to the extent not prohibited
by other law, those relating to real property, vital statistics,
law
enforcement, taxation, motor vehicles, driver's licenses,
and social security.

546-B:22 Pleadings and Accompanying Documents.

I. A petitioner seeking to establish or modify a
support order or to determine parentage in a proceeding under
this chapter shall verify the petition.
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Unless otherwise ordered
under RSA 546-B:23, relative to nondisclosure of information in
exceptional circumstances, the petition or accompanying
documents
shall provide, so far as known, the name, residential address,
and social security numbers of the obligor and the obligee, and
the name,
sex, residential address, social security number, and
date of birth of each child for whom support is sought. The petition
shall be accompanied by a
certified copy of any support order
in effect. The petition may include any other information that
may assist in locating or identifying the
respondent.

II. The petition shall specify the relief sought.
The petition and accompanying documents shall conform substantially
with the requirements imposed
by the forms mandated by federal
law for use in cases filed by a support enforcement agency.

546-B:23 Nondisclosure of Information in Exceptional
Circumstances. Upon a finding, which may be made ex parte, that
the health, safety, or
liberty of a party or child would be unreasonably
put at risk by the disclosure of identifying information, or if
an existing order so provides, a
tribunal shall order that the
address of the child or party or other identifying information
not be disclosed in a pleading or other document filed in a
proceeding
under this chapter.

546-B:24 Costs and Fees.

I. The petitioner may not be required to pay a filing
fee or other costs.

II. If an obligee prevails, a responding tribunal
may assess against an obligor filing fees, reasonable attorney's
fees, other costs, and necessary travel
and other reasonable expenses
incurred by the obligee and the obligee's witnesses. The tribunal
may not assess fees, costs, or expenses against the
obligee or
the support enforcement agency of either the initiating or the
responding state, except as provided by other law. Attorney's
fees may be
taxed as costs, and may be ordered paid directly to
the attorney, who may enforce the order in the attorney's own
name. Payment of support owed to
the obligee has priority over
fees, costs and expenses.

III. The tribunal shall order the payment of costs
and reasonable attorney's fees if it determines that a hearing
was requested primarily for delay. In a
proceeding under Article
6, RSA 546-B:39-52, relative to enforcement and modification of
support order after registration, a hearing is presumed to
have
been requested primarily for delay if a registered support order
is confirmed or enforced without change.

546-B:25 Limited Immunity of Petitioner.

I. Participation by a petitioner in a proceeding
before a responding tribunal, whether in person, by private attorney,
or through services provided by
the support enforcement agency,
does not confer personal jurisdiction over the petitioner in another
proceeding.

II. A petitioner is not amenable to service of civil
process while physically present in this state to participate
in a proceeding under this chapter.

III. The immunity granted by this section does not
extend to civil litigation based on acts unrelated to a proceeding
under this chapter committed by
a party while present in this
state to participate in the proceeding.

546-B:26 Nonparentage as Defense. A party whose parentage
of a child has been previously determined by or pursuant to law
may not plead
nonparentage as a defense to a proceeding under
this chapter.

546-B:27 Special Rules of Evidence and Procedure.

I. The physical presence of the petitioner in a responding
tribunal of this state is not required for the establishment,
enforcement, or modification of
a support order or the rendition
of a judgment determining parentage.

II. A verified petition, affidavit, and/or other
document substantially complying with federally mandated forms,
and a document incorporated by
reference in any of them, not excluded
under the hearsay rule if given in person, is admissible in evidence
if given under oath by a party or witness
residing in another
state.

III. A copy of the record of child support payments
certified as a true copy of the original by the custodian of the
record may be forwarded to a
responding tribunal. The copy is
evidence of facts asserted in it, and is admissible to show whether
payments were made.

IV. Copies of bills for testing for parentage, and
for prenatal and postnatal health care of the mother and child,
furnished to the adverse party at least
10 days before trial,
are admissible in evidence to prove the amount of the charges
billed and that the charges were reasonable, necessary, and
customary.

V. Documentary evidence transmitted from another
state to a tribunal of this state by telephone, telecopier, or
other means that do not provide an
original writing may not be
excluded from evidence on an objection based on the means of transmission.
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VI. In a proceeding under this chapter, a tribunal
of this state may permit a party or witness residing in another
state to be deposed or to testify by
telephone, audiovisual means,
or other electronic means at a designated tribunal or other location
in that state. A tribunal of this state shall cooperate
with tribunals
of other states in designating an appropriate location for the
deposition or testimony.

VII. If a party called to testify at a civil hearing
refuses to answer on the ground that the testimony may be self-incriminating,
the trier of fact may
draw an adverse inference from the refusal.

VIII. A privilege against disclosure of communications
between spouses does not apply in a proceeding under this chapter.

IX. The defense of immunity based on the relationship
of husband and wife or parent and child does not apply in a proceeding
under this chapter.

546-B:28 Communications Between Tribunals. A tribunal
of this state may communicate with a tribunal of another state
in writing, or by telephone
or other means, to obtain information
concerning the laws of that state, the legal effect of a judgment,
decree, or order of that tribunal, and the status
of a proceeding
in the other state. A tribunal of this state may furnish similar
information by similar means to a tribunal of another state.

546-B:29 Assistance With Discovery. A tribunal of
this state may:

I. Request a tribunal of another state to assist
in obtaining discovery.

II. Upon request, compel a person over whom it has
jurisdiction to respond to a discovery order issued by a tribunal
of another state.

546-B:30 Receipt and Disbursement of Payments. A
support enforcement agency or other tribunal of this state shall
disburse promptly any amounts
received pursuant to a support order,
as directed by the order. The agency or tribunal shall furnish
to a requesting party or tribunal of another state a
certified
statement by the custodian of the record of the amounts and dates
of all payments received.

Article 4

Establishment of Support Order

546-B:31 Petition to Establish Support Order.

I. If a support order entitled to recognition under
this chapter has not been issued, a responding tribunal of this
state may issue a support order if:

(a) The individual seeking the order resides in another
state; or

(b) The support enforcement agency seeking the order
is located in another state.

II. The tribunal may issue a temporary child support
order if:

(a) The respondent has signed a verified statement
acknowledging parentage;

(b) The respondent has been determined by or pursuant
to law to be the parent; or

(c) There is other clear and convincing evidence
that the respondent is the child's parent.

III. Upon finding, after notice and opportunity to
be heard, that an obligor owes a duty of support, the tribunal
shall issue a support order directed to
the obligor and may issue
other orders pursuant to RSA 546-B:16, relative to duties and
powers of responding tribunal.

Article 5

Enforcement of Order of

Another State Without Registration

546-B:32 Employer's Receipt of Income-Withholding
Order of Another State. An income-withholding order issued in
another state may be sent to
the person or entity defined as the
obligor's employer, under RSA 458-B, without first filing a petition
or comparable pleading or registering the
order with a tribunal
of this state.

546-B:33 Employer's Compliance with Income-Withholding
Order of Another State.
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I. Upon receipt of an income-withholding order, the
obligor's employer shall immediately provide a copy of the order
to the obligor.

II. The employer shall treat an income-withholding
order issued in another state which appears regular on its face
as if it had been issued by a
tribunal of this state.

III. Except as otherwise provided by paragraph IV and RSA 546-B:34, the employer shall withhold and distribute the funds as directed in the
withholding order by complying with the terms of the order which specify:

(a) The duration and the amount of periodic payments
of current child support, stated as a sum certain;

(b) The person or agency designated to receive payments
and the address to which the payments are to be forwarded;

(c) Medical support, whether in the form of periodic
cash payment, stated as a sum certain, or ordering the obligor
to provide health insurance
coverage for the child under a policy
available through the obligor's employment;

(d) The amount of periodic payments of fees and costs
for a support enforcement agency, the issuing tribunal, and the
obligee's attorney, stated as
sums certain; and

(e) The amount of periodic payments of arrearages
and interest on arrearages, stated as sums certain.

IV. The employer shall comply with the law of the
state of the obligor's principal place of employment for withholding
from income with respect to:

(a) The employer's fee for processing an income-withholding
order;

(b) The maximum amount permitted to be withheld from
the obligor's income;

(c) The time periods within which the employer must
implement the withholding order and forward the child support
payment.

546-B:34 Compliance with Multiple Income-Withholding
Orders. If the obligor's employer receives multiple income-withholding
orders with
respect to the earnings of the same obligor, the employer
satisfies the terms of the multiple orders if the employer complies
with the law of the state
of the obligor's principal place of
employment to establish the priorities for withholding and allocating
income withheld for multiple child support
obligees.

546-B:35 Immunity from Civil Liability. An employer
who complies with an income-withholding order issued in another
state in accordance with
this article is not subject to civil
liability to an individual or agency with regard to the employer's
withholding child support from the obligor's
income.

546-B:36 Penalties for Noncompliance. An employer
who willfully fails to comply with an income-withholding order
issued by another state and
received for enforcement is subject
to the same penalties that may be imposed for noncompliance with
an order issued by a tribunal of this state.

546-B:37 Contest by Obligor.

I. An obligor may contest the validity of enforcement
of an income-withholding order issued in another state and received
directly by an employer
in this state in the same manner as if
the order had been issued by a tribunal of this state. RSA 546-B:42,
relative to choice of law applies to the
contest.

II. The obligor shall give notice of the contest
to:

(a) A support enforcement agency providing services
to the obligee;

(b) Each employer which has directly received an
income-withholding order; and

(c) The person or agency designated to receive payments
in the income-withholding order; or if no person or agency is
designated, to the obligee.

546-B:38 Administrative Enforcement of Orders.

I. A party seeking to enforce a support order or
an income-withholding order, or both, issued by a tribunal of
another state may send the documents
required for registering
the order to a support enforcement agency of this state.

II. Upon receipt of the documents, the support enforcement
agency, without initially seeking to register the order, shall
consider and, if appropriate,
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use any administrative procedure
authorized by the law of this state to enforce a support order
or an income-withholding order, or both. If the
obligor does not
contest administrative enforcement, the order need not be registered.
If the obligor contests the validity or administrative
enforcement
of the order, the support enforcement agency shall register the
order pursuant to this chapter.

Article 6

Enforcement and Modification of

Support Order After Registration

Part A. Registration and Enforcement of Support Order

546-B:39 Registration of Order for Enforcement. A
support order or an income-withholding order issued by a tribunal
of another state may be
registered in this state for enforcement.

546-B:40 Procedure to Register Order for Enforcement.

I. A support order or income-withholding order of
another state may be registered in this state by sending the following
documents and information
to the appropriate tribunal in this
state:

(a) A letter of transmittal to the tribunal requesting
registration and enforcement;

(b) Two copies, including one certified copy, of
all orders to be registered, including any modification of an
order;

(c) A sworn statement by the party seeking registration
or a certified statement by the custodian of the records showing
the amount of any arrearage;

(d) The name of the obligor and, if known:

(1) The obligor's address and social security number;

(2) The name and address of the obligor's employer
and any other source of income of the obligor; and

(3) A description and the location of property of
the obligor in this state not exempt from execution; and

(e) The name and address of the obligee and, if applicable,
the agency or person to whom support payments are to be remitted.

II. On receipt of a request for registration, the
registering tribunal shall cause the order to be filed as a foreign
judgment, together with one copy of
the documents and information,
regardless of their form.

III. A petition or comparable pleading seeking a
remedy that must be affirmatively sought under other law of this
state may be filed at the same time
as the request for registration
or later. The pleading must specify the grounds for the remedy
sought.

546-B:41 Effect of Registration for Enforcement.

I. A support order or income-withholding order issued
in another state is registered when the order is filed in the
registering tribunal of this state.

II. A registered order issued in another state is
enforceable in the same manner and is subject to the same procedures
as an order issued by a tribunal
of this state.

III. Except as otherwise provided in this article,
a tribunal of this state shall recognize and enforce, but may
not modify, a registered order if the
issuing tribunal had jurisdiction.

546-B:42 Choice of Law.

I. The law of the issuing state governs the nature,
extent, amount, and duration of current payments and other obligations
of support and the
payment of arrearages under the order.

II. In a proceeding for arrearages, the statute of
limitation under the laws of this state or of the issuing state,
whichever is longer, applies.

Part B. Contest of Validity or Enforcement
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546-B:43 Notice of Registration of Order.

I. When a support order or income-withholding order
issued in another state is registered, the registering tribunal
shall notify the nonregistering
party. The notice must be accompanied
by a copy of the registered order and the documents and relevant
information accompanying the order.

II. The notice must inform the nonregistering party:

(a) That a registered order is enforceable as of
the date of registration in the same manner as an order issued
by a tribunal of this state;

(b) That a hearing to contest the validity or enforcement
of the registered order must be requested within 20 days after
the date of mailing or
personal service of the notice;

(c) That failure to contest the validity or enforcement
of the registered order in a timely manner will result in confirmation
of the order and
enforcement of the order and the alleged arrearages,
and precludes further contest of that order with respect to any
matter that could have been
asserted; and

(d) Of the amount of any alleged arrearages.

III. Upon registration of an income-withholding order
for enforcement, the registering tribunal or, if applicable, the
support enforcement agency,
shall notify the obligor's employer
pursuant to RSA 458-B.

546-B:44 Procedure to Contest Validity or Enforcement
of Registered Order.

I. A nonregistering party seeking to contest the
validity or enforcement of a registered order in this state shall
request a hearing within 20 days after
the date of mailing or
personal service of notice of the registration. The nonregistering
party may seek to vacate the registration, to assert any
defense
to an allegation of noncompliance with the registered order, or
to contest the remedies being sought or the amount of any alleged
arrearages
pursuant to RSA 546-B:45, relative to contest of registration
or enforcement.

II. If the nonregistering party fails to contest
the validity or enforcement of the registered order in a timely
manner, the order is confirmed by
operation of law.

III. If a nonregistering party requests a hearing
to contest the validity or enforcement of the registered order,
the registering tribunal shall schedule
the matter for hearing
and give notice to the parties of the date, time, and place of
the hearing.

546-B:45 Contest of Registration or Enforcement.

I. A party contesting the validity or enforcement
of a registered order or seeking to vacate the registration has
the burden of proving one or more of
the following defenses:

(a) The issuing tribunal lacked personal jurisdiction
over the contesting party;

(b) The order was obtained by fraud;

(c) The order has been vacated, suspended, or modified
by a later order;

(d) The issuing tribunal has stayed the order pending
appeal;

(e) There is a defense under the law of this state
to the remedy sought;

(f) Full or partial payment has been made; or

(g) The statute of limitation under RSA 546-B:42,
relative to choice of law, precludes enforcement of some or all
of the arrearages.

II. If a party presents evidence establishing a full
or partial defense under paragraph I, a tribunal may stay enforcement
of the registered order,
continue the proceeding to permit production
of additional relevant evidence, and issue other appropriate orders.
An uncontested portion of the
registered order may be enforced
by all remedies available under the law of this state.

III. If the contesting party does not establish a
defense under paragraph I to the validity or enforcement of the
order, the registering tribunal shall
issue an order confirming
the order.
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546-B:46 Confirmed Order. Confirmation of a registered
order, whether by operation of law or after notice and hearing,
precludes further contest of
the order with respect to any matter
that could have been asserted at the time of registration.

Part C. Registration and Modification

of Child Support Order

546-B:47 Procedure to Register Child Support Order
of Another State for Modification. A party or support enforcement
agency seeking to modify,
or to modify and enforce, a child support
order issued in another state shall register that order in this
state in the same manner provided in Part A of
this article, RSA
546-B:39-42, if the order has not been registered. A petition
for modification may be filed at the same time as a request for
registration, or later. The pleading must specify the grounds
for modification.

546-B:48 Effect of Registration for Modification.
A tribunal of this state may enforce a child support order of
another state registered for purposes
of modification, in the
same manner as if the order had been issued by a tribunal of this
state, but the registered order may be modified only if the
requirements
of RSA 546-B:49, relative to modification of child support order
of another state, have been met.

546-B:49 Modification of Child Support Order of Another
State.

I. After a child support order issued in another
state has been registered in this state, the responding tribunal
of this state may modify that order only
if, after notice and
hearing, it finds that:

(a) The following requirements are met:

(1) The child, the individual obligee, and the obligor
do not reside in the issuing state;

(2) A petitioner who is a nonresident of this state
seeks modification; and

(3) The respondent is subject to the personal jurisdiction
of the tribunal of this state; or

(b) The child, or a party who is an individual, is
subject to the personal jurisdiction of the tribunal, and all
of the individual parties have filed a
written consent in the
issuing tribunal providing that a tribunal of this state may modify
the support order and assume continuing, exclusive
jurisdiction
over the order. However, if the issuing state is a foreign jurisdiction
that has not enacted a law or established procedures substantially
similar to the procedures under this chapter, the consent otherwise
required of an individual residing in this state is not required
for the tribunal to
assume jurisdiction to modify the child support
order.

II. Modification of a registered child support order
is subject to the same requirements, procedures, and defenses
that apply to the modification of an
order issued by a tribunal
of this state and the order may be enforced and satisfied in the
same manner.

III. A tribunal of this state may not modify any
aspect of a child support order that may not be modified under
the law of the issuing state. If two or
more tribunals have issued
child support orders for the same obligor and child, the order
that controls and must be so recognized under RSA 546-
B:9 establishes
the aspects of the support order which are nonmodifiable.

IV. On issuance of an order modifying a child support
order issued in another state, a tribunal of this state becomes
the tribunal of continuing,
exclusive jurisdiction.

546-B:50 Recognition of Order Modified in Another
State. A tribunal of this state shall recognize a modification
of its earlier child support order by
a tribunal of another state
which assumed jurisdiction pursuant to a law substantially similar
to this chapter and, upon request, except as otherwise
provided
in this chapter, shall:

I. Enforce the order that was modified only as to
amounts accruing before the modification.

II. Enforce only nonmodifiable aspects of that order.

III. Provide other appropriate relief only for violations
of that order which occurred before the effective date of the
modification.

IV. Recognize the modifying order of the other state,
upon registration, for the purpose of enforcement.

546-B:51 Jurisdiction to Modify Child Support Order
of Another State When Individual Parties Reside in This State.

I. If all of the parties who are individuals reside
in this state and the child does not reside in the issuing state,
a tribunal of this state has jurisdiction
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to enforce and to modify
the issuing state's child support order in a proceeding to register
that order.

II. A tribunal of this state exercising jurisdiction
under this section shall apply the provisions of Articles 1 and
2, this article, and the procedural and
substantive law of this
state to the proceeding for enforcement or modification. Articles
3, 4, 5, 7 and 8 do not apply.

546-B:52 Notice to Issuing Tribunal of Modification.
Within 30 days after issuance of a modified child support order,
the party obtaining the
modification shall file a certified copy
of the order with the issuing tribunal that had continuing, exclusive
jurisdiction over the earlier order, and in
each tribunal in which
the party knows the earlier order has been registered. A party
who obtains the order and fails to file a certified copy is subject
to appropriate sanctions by a tribunal in which the issue of failure
to file arises. The failure to file does not affect the validity
or enforceability of the
modified order of the new tribunal having
continuing, exclusive jurisdiction.

Article 7

Determination of Parentage

546-B:53 Proceeding to Determine Parentage.

I. A tribunal of this state may serve as an initiating
or responding tribunal in a proceeding brought under this chapter
or a law substantially similar to
this chapter, the Uniform Reciprocal
Enforcement of Support Act, or the Revised Uniform Reciprocal
Enforcement of Support Act to determine that
the petitioner is
a parent of a particular child or to determine that a respondent
is a parent of that child.

II. In a proceeding to determine parentage, a responding
tribunal of this state shall apply the procedural and substantive
law of this state, and the
rules of this state on choice of law.

Article 8

Interstate Rendition

546-B:54 Grounds for Rendition.

I. For purposes of this article, "governor"
includes an individual performing the functions of governor or
the executive authority of a state covered
by this chapter.

II. The governor of this state may:

(a) Demand that the governor of another state surrender
an individual found in the other state who is charged criminally
in this state with having
failed to provide for the support of
an obligee; or

(b) On the demand by the governor of another state,
surrender an individual found in this state who is charged criminally
in the other state with
having failed to provide for the support
of an obligee.

III. A provision for extradition of individuals not
inconsistent with this chapter applies to the demand even if the
individual whose surrender is
demanded was not in the demanding
state when the crime was allegedly committed and has not fled
from the demanding state.

546-B:55 Conditions of Rendition.

I. Before making demand that the governor of another
state surrender an individual charged criminally in this state
with having failed to provide for
the support of an obligee, the
governor of this state may require a prosecutor of this state
to demonstrate that at least 60 days previously, the obligee
had
initiated proceedings for support pursuant to this chapter or
that the proceeding would be of no avail.

II. If, under this chapter or a law substantially
similar to this chapter, the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of
Support Act, or the Revised Uniform
Reciprocal Enforcement of
Support Act, the governor of another state makes a demand that
the governor of this state surrender an individual
charged criminally
in that state with having failed to provide for the support of
a child or other individual to whom a duty of support is owed,
the
governor may require a prosecutor to investigate the demand
and report whether a proceeding for support has been initiated
or would be effective. If
it appears that a proceeding would be
effective but has not been initiated, the governor may delay honoring
the demand for a reasonable time to
permit the initiation of a
proceeding.

III. If a proceeding for support has been initiated
and the individual whose rendition is demanded prevails, the governor
may decline to honor the
demand. If the petitioner prevails and
the individual whose rendition is demanded is subject to a support
order, the governor may decline to honor
the demand if the individual
is complying with the support order.
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Article 9

Miscellaneous Provisions

546-B:56 Uniformity of Application and Construction.
This chapter shall be applied and construed to effectuate its
general purpose to make uniform
the law with respect to the subject
of this chapter among states enacting it.

546-B:57 Rulemaking Authority. The commissioner of
the department of health and human services may adopt rules, pursuant
to RSA 541-A,
which are deemed necessary for the efficient administration
of the duties with which the department is charged under Title
IV-D of the Social
Security Act, as amended, to provide interstate
child support services, provided that such rules shall not be
inconsistent with the provisions of this
chapter.

546-B:58 Short Title. This chapter may be cited as
the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act.

546-B:59 Severability Clause. If any provision of
this chapter or its application to any person or circumstance
is held invalid, the invalidity does not
affect other provisions
or applications of this chapter which can be given effect without
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the
provisions
of this chapter are severable.

546-B:60 Savings Clause. This chapter replaces former
RSA 546, except that former RSA 546 shall be taken and treated
as remaining in full force
and effect for the purpose of sustaining
any pending action or proceeding. Any judgment for support obtained
under former RSA 546, or otherwise,
shall be subject to enforcement
under this chapter.

33 Reference Changes. Amend the following RSA provisions
by replacing "wage" "a wage" or "wages"
with "income" or "an income": the chapter
heading of RSA 458-B; 458-B:1, V; 458-B:1, IX; the section heading
of RSA 458-B:2; 458-B:2, I; 458-B:2, III and IV; 458-B:3, II;
458-B:3, VII;
458-B:4, III; 458-B:5, III; 458-B:6, VI; 458-B:6,
XI; 458-B:7, II; 458-B:8; 458-B:9; the section heading of 458-B:10.

34 Repeal. The following are repealed:

I. RSA 161-B:5-a, relative to the formula for distribution
of child support.

II. RSA 458-B:3, V, relative to an obligee receiving
direct payment from obligor's employer.

III. RSA 546, relative to the Uniform Reciprocal
Enforcement of Support Act.

35 Effective Date.

I. Section 26 and paragraph I of section 34 of this
act shall take effect October 1, 1997.

II. Section 32 and paragraph III of section 34 of
this act shall take effect January 1, 1998.

III. Sections 6 and 28 of this act shall take effect
October 1, 1998.

IV. The remainder of this act shall take effect 60
days after its passage.

1997-0969h

Amendment to HB 638-FN

Proposed by the Committee on Finance

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with
the following:

AN ACT establishing a pilot program for the random
on-site inspection and testing of certain sludge and biosolid
samples.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting
clause with the following:

1 Pilot Program; Random Testing of Sludge or Biosolids.
The commissioner of the department of environmental services shall
implement a
program of random on-site testing and inspection of
sludge or biosolid samples to be used for any land application
by any person obtaining a permit
under RSA 485-A:4, XVI-a, provided
that inspection shall not be required before the issuance of a
permit. The procedures for random inspection
and testing of sludge
or biosolid samples on a site shall include an inspection for
any setback or area requirements of a site for land application
and
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may include testing for such pollutants as heavy metals, toxins,
dioxins, and polychlorinated biphenyl, as determined in rules
adopted by the
commissioner pursuant to RSA 541-A. The department
shall develop a database of inspection results and shall monitor
adherence to state and
federal requirements for the spreading
of sludge or biosolids.

2 Funding of Program; Fee Established. The program
of random inspection and testing of sludge or biosolids established
in section 1 of this act
shall be funded by a fee of $500 assessed
to all sludge quality certification holders as defined in rules
adopted by the commissioner. Such fee shall
be payable to the
department no later than January 1, 1998 by all certification
holders as of the effective date of this act and any person certified
by
the commissioner prior to December 31, 1997. Any person granted
sludge quality certification on or after January 1, 1998 shall
be assessed the
$500 fee upon receipt of certification by the
department.

3 Termination of Pilot Program. The pilot program
and fee established by this act shall terminate on June 30, 1998,
unless otherwise authorized by
the legislature.

4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon
its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill requires the commissioner of the department
of environmental services to implement a pilot program of random
on-site inspection of
sludge or biosolid samples before any land
application by persons obtaining a permit for land application
of sludge or biosolids. This bill also
provides for a $500 fee
assessed to sludge quality certification holders to be used for
purposes of the program.

1997-0899h

Amendment to HB 731-FN-A-LOCAL

Proposed by the Committee on Finance

Amend RSA 72-B:12, I as inserted by section 2 of
the bill by replacing it with the following:

I. The pit area, as defined in RSA 72-B:2, shall
be determined as of April 1 each year. The owner or excavator
shall furnish the local assessing
officials such information as
they may require to make such determination.

1997-0971h

Amendment to HB 744-FN

Proposed by the Committee on Finance

Amend RSA 485-A:26 as inserted by section 1 of the
bill by replacing it with the following:

485-A:26 Swimming Pools and Bathing Places.

I. No person shall install, operate or maintain an
artificial swimming pool or bathing place open to and used by
the public, or as a part of a business
venture, unless the construction,
design and physical specifications of such pool or bathing place
shall have received prior approval by the
department. A fee of
$100 shall be paid to the department upon submission of such plans
for review. Fees collected under this [section] paragraph
shall
be deposited with the state treasurer as unrestricted revenue.
The commissioner shall adopt rules relative to safety standards
to protect persons
using said facilities. Nothing in this section
shall be deemed to affect the powers of local health officers
or the department of health and human
services, with respect to
nuisances.

II. The department may take samples of the water
of any such facility for analysis to determine compliance with
water quality requirements. The
costs of such sampling and analysis
shall be paid by the owner or operator of such facility. The costs
recovered for such sampling shall be deposited
in the general
fund as unrestricted revenue. The costs recovered for analysis
shall be consistent with the fee structure established in RSA
131:3-a
and deposited as provided in RSA 131:3-a. Any municipality
which establishes a program of sampling and analysis which is
equivalent to the
department's program shall not be subject to
additional sampling and analysis by the department.

Amend the bill by replacing section 4 with the following:

4 Effective Date.

I. Section 3 of this act shall take effect 60 days
after its passage.
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II. The remainder of this act shall take effect July
1, 1997.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill:

(a) Authorizes the department of environmental services
to take water samples of public swimming pools to determine compliance
with water
quality requirements.

(b) Authorizes the attorney general to enjoin any
youth camp, public swimming pool, or spa operating without approval
of the department of
environmental services.

(c) Authorizes administrative fines for violations
of safety regulations regarding water pollution and waste disposal.

(d) Declares that local river management advisory
boards are separate governmental instrumentalities from the state.

1997-0995h

Amendment to HB 810-FN-A

Proposed by the Committee on Finance

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting
clause with the following:

1 Transfer From Highway Surplus Account. Notwithstanding
any provision of law to the contrary, and in addition to any other
sums appropriated to
the department of transportation for the
fiscal year 1998, $5,000,000 shall be appropriated and transferred
from the highway surplus account to the
department of transportation,
project development division, non-matching funds, betterments/state
bridge aid.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon
its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill appropriates and transfers certain funds
from the highway surplus account to the department of transportation.
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