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Wednesday, January 7, 2026

This day, January 7, 2026, the first Wednesday following the first Tuesday in January, being the day
designated by the Constitution (Part II, Article 3) for assembling of the second-year session of the 169th
General Court of the State of New Hampshire, at the Capitol in the City of Concord, the Speaker convened
the 2026 House of Representatives and called the session to order.

Prayer was offered by Guest Chaplain, the Member from Exeter, the Honorable Alexis Simpson.

Eternal and loving God, thank You for bringing us back together in this New Year. As we make a fresh start,
we give You thanks for the people of New Hampshire and for the people who support us in this work, for our
neighbors, families and friends. As we celebrate the 250th anniversary of our first constitution, we thank You
for our ancestors and the foresight they had to create a government that could meet the needs of the time and
lay the groundwork for our present day. Thank You for the liberties we have today all these years later. We
thank You for our great state and for all the staff people who work in the State House and the agencies that
serve Granite Staters. Even as we are present here, we are mindful of our neighbors in harm’s way. Please
protect our country’s soldiers across the globe and let us never lose sight of a world where peace is within our
grasp. Today, we pray for our colleagues and for the leaders of government at all levels - state, federal and
local. Finally, as we proceed into a new legislative season, we pray for wisdom and discernment to serve the
people of New Hampshire faithfully.

Representative Jaci Grote, member from Rye, led the Pledge of Allegiance.
The National Anthem was sung by Catherine Martinez of Laconia.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE

Reps. Fred Davis, DeDe-Poulin, Foote, Gagne, Gibbs, Heath Howard, Levesque, Mary Murphy and Toner,
the day, illness.

Reps. Aylward, Bordes, Cahill, William Dolan, England, Harrington, Knab, Tim Mannion, Michael Murphy,
Presa, Sirois, St. Clair and Trottier, the day, important business.

Reps. Creighton, Miner and Nelson, the day, illness in the family.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

Delany Nickerson, guest of Rep. Burton. Connor Nixon, and Casey Peters, guests of Rep. Thibault. Rylan
Kennedy, guest of Rep. Schultz. Karen Kennett, and Karen Dubay, guests of Rep. Comtois. Zachary and
James King, guests of Rep. Grote. Adam Thompson, guest of Rep. Darby. The Honorable Tony Labranche,
former member from Amherst, and Russell Adler, guests of Rep. Sofikitis.

CALL OF THE ROLL
With 323 members having answered the call, the Speaker declared a quorum present.

RESOLUTION

Rep. Osborne offered the following: RESOLVED, that in accordance with the list in the possession of the Clerk,
House Bills numbered 1000 through 1163, 1165 through 1436, 1438 through 1469, 1471 through 1544, 1546
through 1838 and House Bill numbered 2026, House Concurrent Resolutions numbered 12 through 16, House
Resolutions numbered 19 through 47 and Constitutional Amendment Concurrent Resolutions numbered 9
and 10 and numbered 13 through 31 shall be by this resolution read a first and second time by the therein
listed titles, sent for printing and referred to the therein designated committees.

Motion was adopted.
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INTRODUCTION OF HOUSE BILLS, HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS, HOUSE
RESOLUTIONS AND CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS

First, second reading and referral

HB 1000, extending the indemnification of legislative security staff members to legislative sergeant-at-arms
staff members while acting within the scope of their duties. (Packard, Rock. 16; Simpson, Rock. 33; S. Smith,
Sull. 3; Telerski, Hills. 11; Carson, Dist 14; Legislative Administration)

HB 1001, allowing for appointment by county attorneys of investigators with law enforcement powers. (Lynn,
Rock. 17; Judiciary)

HB 1002, repealing the solar energy systems tax exemption. (Turcotte, Straf. 4; Harrington, Straf. 18; Vose,
Rock. 5; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Verville, Rock. 2; Sirois, Hills. 32; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Sellers, Graf. 10; Sheehan,
Hills. 43; R. Brown, Carr. 8; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1003, prohibiting the Grafton county attorney from engaging in the private practice of law. (McFarlane,
Graf. 18; Franz, Graf. 6; Pauer, Hills. 36; Sellers, Graf. 10; Berezhny, Graf. 11; Barton, Graf. 1; Ulery, Hills.
13; Guthrie, Rock. 15; Bjelobrk, Graf. 5; Lynn, Rock. 17; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1004, exempting certain dwelling units from automatic sprinkler system requirements. (Drew, Hills. 19;
Labrie, Hills. 2; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1005, repealing the commission to study the historical evolution of the New Hampshire zoning enabling
act. (Turcotte, Straf. 4; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Nelson, Rock. 13; Stavis, Graf. 13; Porcelli, Rock. 19; Preece, Hills.
17; Gilman, Rock. 11; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Cambrils, Merr. 4; Fracht, Graf. 16; Housing)

HB 10086, relative to on-site parking requirements for accessory dwelling units. (Preece, Hills. 17; Maggiore,
Rock. 23; Turcotte, Straf. 4; R. Brown, Carr. 8; Housing)

HB 1007, relative to manufactured housing. (Turcotte, Straf. 4; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Perez, Rock. 16; Rhodes,
Ches. 17; Sirois, Hills. 32; Porcelli, Rock. 19; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Andrus, Merr. 5; Preece, Hills. 17; DeRoy,
Straf. 3; Housing)

HB 1008, relative to modifying innovative land use controls, requirements, and appeals. (Preece, Hills. 17;
Maggiore, Rock. 23; Housing)

HB 1009, relative to municipal parking requirements for residential units. (Preece, Hills. 17; Maggiore, Rock.
23; Turcotte, Straf. 4; R. Brown, Carr. 8; Housing)

HB 1010, relative to residential development on commercially zoned land. (Kuttab, Rock. 17; Mandelbaum,
Rock. 21; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Birdsell, Dist 19; Housing)

HB 1011, repealing zoning restrictions on dwelling units. (Perez, Rock. 16; McGhee, Hills. 35; Turcotte, Straf.
4, Panek, Hills. 1; Andrus, Merr. 5; B. Boyd, Hills. 12; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Porcelli, Rock. 19; Housing)

HB 1012, repealing accessory dwelling units and detached accessory dwelling units. (Turcotte, Straf. 4; B.
Boyd, Hills. 12; Perez, Rock. 16; Terry, Belk. 7; Foote, Rock. 13; R. Brown, Carr. 8; Fracht, Graf. 16; D. Kel-
ley, Hills. 32; Housing)

HB 1013, prohibiting games in which the object is to capture a pig. (C. Harvey, Ches. 6; Bixby, Straf. 13;
Gruber, Ches. 16; Newell, Ches. 4; Berch, Ches. 6; Watters, Dist 4; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1014, exempting certain retirees from the 28-day waiting period for part-time employment. (Petrigno,
Hills. 43; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Grote, Rock. 24; Long, Hills. 26; Dargie, Hills. 43; Veilleux, Hills. 34; McGough,
Dist 11; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1015, requiring disclosure of Japanese knotweed in real property transactions. (C. Harvey, Ches. 6; Gru-
ber, Ches. 16; Jacobs, Ches. 15; O'Rorke, Ches. 7; Newell, Ches. 4; S. King, Coos 4; Fenton, Dist 10; Watters,
Dist 4; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1016, eliminating the requirement that municipalities allow for manufactured housing development
opportunities. (Turcotte, Straf. 4; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Perez, Rock. 16; Rhodes, Ches. 17; M. Pearson, Rock.
34; Porcelli, Rock. 19; Comtois, Belk. 7; Preece, Hills. 17; Cambrils, Merr. 4; Fracht, Graf. 16; Housing)
HB 1017, relative to accessory dwelling units and workforce housing. (Preece, Hills. 17; Maggiore, Rock. 23;
Housing)

HB 1018, prohibiting the use of certain second generation anticoagulant rodenticides. (C. Harvey, Ches. 6;
Darby, Hills. 11; Gruber, Ches. 16; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Jacobs, Ches. 15; Newell, Ches. 4; Dupont, Hills. 20;
Altschiller, Dist 24; Birdsell, Dist 19; Fenton, Dist 10; Watters, Dist 4; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1019, relative to the composition of the state water well board. (Petrigno, Hills. 43; Knab, Rock. 12; B.
Boyd, Hills. 12; M. Murray, Hills. 37; Dargie, Hills. 43; Veilleux, Hills. 34; N. Murphy, Hills. 12; W. Thomas,
Hills. 12; Watters, Dist 4; McGough, Dist 11; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1020, proclaiming Lake Winnipesaukee the official state lake of New Hampshire. (Maggiore, Rock. 23;
Balboni, Rock. 38; R. Brown, Carr. 8; J. MacDonald, Carr. 6; Altschiller, Dist 24; Lang, Dist 2; Resources,
Recreation and Development)

HB 1021, amending the date to provide written notice to a municipality of a taxpayer’s election to be assessed
under the low-income housing tax credit program. (Walker, Straf. 19; J. MacDonald, Carr. 6; Maggiore, Rock.
23; Housing)



7 JANUARY 2026 HOUSE RECORD 3

HB 1022, relative to religious exemption from immunization requirements. (Drew, Hills. 19; Korzen, Coos 7;
Polozov, Merr. 10; Wherry, Hills. 13; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1023, establishing accessory commercial units by right. (Sweeney, Rock. 25; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29;
Berry, Hills. 44; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1024, prohibiting investments by the New Hampshire retirement system in businesses owned by a sitting
president or their family. (Caplan, Merr. 8; Muns, Rock. 29; Newell, Ches. 4; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Executive
Departments and Administration)

HB 1025, relative to the designation of the chief financial officer as a civilian employee within the depart-
ment of military affairs and veterans services. (Creighton, Hills. 30; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Harb, Rock. 20;
Moffett, Merr. 4; Roy, Rock. 31; Fenton, Dist 10; Innis, Dist 7; Lang, Dist 2; Pearl, Dist 17; State-Federal
Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HB 1026, relative to the definition of manufactured housing. (Rhodes, Ches. 17; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; D.
Murphy, Ches. 11; Proulx, Hills. 15; Roy, Rock. 31; Turcotte, Straf. 4; Housing)

HB 1027, subjecting appropriations of local conservation commissions to the approval of local governing
bodies. (Stavis, Graf. 13; Colby, Merr. 9; Fracht, Graf. 16; D. Germana, Ches. 1; Grund, Hills. 34; Maggiore,
Rock. 23; Prentiss, Dist 5; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1028, relative to the definition of renewable generation facility. (Walker, Straf. 19; J. MacDonald, Carr.
6; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Bolton, Graf. 8; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1029-FN, relative to the definition of excavation under underground utility damage prevention laws.
(Labrie, Hills. 2; B. Boyd, Hills. 12; Drago, Rock. 4; Dupont, Hills. 20; Farrington, Straf. 8; Gorski, Hills. 2;
Notter, Hills. 12; Peternel, Carr. 6; Schneller, Hills. 2; Innis, Dist 7; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1030, relative to licensed practical nurse scope of practice. (C. McGuire, Merr. 27; Pearl, Dist 17; Prentiss,
Dist 5; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1031, enabling candidates for state office to use campaign funds to pay for security measures. (W. Thomas,
Hills. 12; A. Murray, Hills. 20; Oppel, Graf. 9; Lane, Merr. 16; Telerski, Hills. 11; Reardon, Dist 15; Election
Law)

HB 1032, creating an exception to physical attendance and quorum requirements under the right-to-know law
for individuals with disabilities and individuals caring for a household member with disabilities. (Horrigan,
Straf. 10; Thackston, Ches. 12; Gannon, Dist 23; Judiciary)

HB 1033, establishing a commission to study the legislative bill enrollment process. (Weber, Ches. 5;
Legislative Administration)

HB 1034-FN, relative to possession of firearms on school property. (Horrigan, Straf. 10; Cornell, Hills. 22;
Selig, Straf. 10; Altschiller, Dist 24; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1035, making the chapter relative to the register of deeds gender neutral. (Morse, Merr. 3; Municipal
and County Government)

HB 1036, relative to the maximum duration of term alimony. (Vose, Rock. 5; DeSimone, Rock. 18; Kofalt,
Hills. 32; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Lynn, Rock. 17; Children and Family Law)

HB 1037, extending the commission to study OHRV use in New Hampshire and adding a member from
the department of tourism. (Ouellet, Coos 3; Cole, Hills. 26; Rochefort, Dist 1; Resources, Recreation and
Development)

HB 1038, establishing a committee to study raising awareness of the law providing immunity from liability
in certain cases involving drug overdoses. (Foss, Hills. 41; W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Newell, Ches. 4; Legislative
Administration)

HB 1039, relative to the contents of parenting plans. (Nelson, Rock. 13; DeSimone, Rock. 18; Rice, Hills. 38;
Children and Family Law)

HB 1040, establishing a committee to study the laws and procedures governing the filing and registering of
quitclaim deeds in the state. (Turer, Rock. 6; Judiciary)

HB 1041, relative to permitting motor vehicle manufacturers to operate dealerships in market areas also
served by franchise dealers. (Farrington, Straf. 8; Drew, Hills. 19; Giasson, Hills. 29; Granger, Straf. 2;
McFarlane, Graf. 18; Polozov, Merr. 10; Soti, Rock. 35; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1042, raising the unified contingent credit limit. (Sweeney, Rock. 25; Abbas, Dist 22; Finance)

HB 1043, relative to employer discretion in offering minimum payment options to employees. (Labrie,
Hills. 2; B. Boyd, Hills. 12; Creighton, Hills. 30; Drago, Rock. 4; Farrington, Straf. 8; Flanagan, Hills. 45;
Granger, Straf. 2; Morton, Hills. 39; Warden, Hills. 39; Murphy, Dist 16; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Labor, Industrial
and Rehabilitative Services)

HB 1044, relative to the filling of vacancies in the office of a county commissioner. (Turcotte, Straf. 4; Burn-
ham, Straf. 2; Bailey, Straf. 2; Walker, Straf. 19; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Harrington, Straf. 18; Ankarberg, Straf. 7;
Farrington, Straf. 8; Potenza, Straf. 19; Granger, Straf. 2; Gray, Dist 6; Municipal and County Government)
HB 1045, relative to hunting with lights at night. (McFarlane, Graf. 18; Spillane, Rock. 2; J. Smith, Carr. 5;
Farrington, Straf. 8; DeVito, Rock. 8; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Wherry, Hills. 13; Popovici-Muller,
Rock. 17; Granger, Straf. 2; Innis, Dist 7; Fish and Game and Marine Resources)



4 7 JANUARY 2026 HOUSE RECORD

HB 1046-FN, enabling a person to carry a firearm on a snowmobile being operated on private property.
(McFarlane, Graf. 18; Spillane, Rock. 2; J. Smith, Carr. 5; Farrington, Straf. 8; DeVito, Rock. 8; Sabourin dit
Choiniere, Rock. 30; Wherry, Hills. 13; Sellers, Graf. 10; Giasson, Hills. 29; Pearl, Dist 17; Murphy, Dist 16;
Innis, Dist 7; Lang, Dist 2; Sullivan, Dist 18; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1047-FN, relative to the offense of capital murder. (Morton, Hills. 39; Drye, Sull. 7; Girard, Sull. 6;
Labrie, Hills. 2; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Paquette, Hills. 25; Lang, Dist 2; Criminal
Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1048-FN, relative to repealing the prohibition on the possession or sale of blackjacks, slung shots, and
metallic knuckles except by or to minors. (Spillane, Rock. 2; Cole, Hills. 26; Roy, Rock. 31; Ulery, Hills. 13;
D. Mannion, Rock. 25; Ammon, Hills. 42; Granger, Straf. 2; Murphy, Dist 16; Pearl, Dist 17; Criminal Justice
and Public Safety)

HB 1049-FN, relative to storage requirements for firearms. (Meuse, Rock. 37; Horrigan, Straf. 10; Seibert,
Hills. 21; Selig, Straf. 10; M. Smith, Straf. 10; Altschiller, Dist 24; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1050, establishing the right to provide educational instruction in municipally zoned and non-zoned areas.
(Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Farrington, Straf. 8; Freeman, Belk. 8; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Mazur, Hills. 44; Noble,
Hills. 2; Peternel, Carr. 6; Innis, Dist 7; Lang, Dist 2; Sullivan, Dist 18; Murphy, Dist 16; Housing)

HB 1051, establishing a commission to study the creation of a statewide fingerprinting and background check
database in New Hampshire. (Layon, Rock. 13; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1052, relative to qualifications for licensure as a LADC, or licensed alcohol and drug counselor. (C.
McGuire, Merr. 27; Grote, Rock. 24; Nagel, Belk. 6; Lynn, Rock. 17; B. Boyd, Hills. 12; Murphy, Dist 16;
Pearl, Dist 17; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1053, establishing a study committee to determine if and how the department of agriculture could
receive electronically-submitted pesticide use reports. (Bixby, Straf. 13; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Barbour, Hills.
35; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1054, establishing a committee to study the decline of insect populations in New Hampshire. (Bixby,
Straf. 13; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Barbour, Hills. 35; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Haskins, Rock. 11; Environment and
Agriculture)

HB 1055, granting the state board of education rulemaking authority relative to student use of cell phones
and personal communication devices in schools. (Litchfield, Rock. 32; Nadeau, Rock. 4; L. Miner, Rock. 7;
Gannon, Dist 23; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1056, establishing a commission to study the impacts of reinsurance on the cost and availability of property
insurance in New Hampshire. (Spier, Hills. 6; Burroughs, Carr. 2; Caplan, Merr. 8; Cloutier, Sull. 6; Ebel,
Merr. 7; Haskins, Rock. 11; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Vail, Hills. 6; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1057, relative to the maintenance of private roads held in common ownership. (Aylward, Merr. 5; Fracht,
Graf. 16; Public Works and Highways)

HB 1058, enabling the carrying of a firearm on an OHRV when such OHRYV is being operated on private
property. (McFarlane, Graf. 18; Spillane, Rock. 2; J. Smith, Carr. 5; Farrington, Straf. 8; Ouellet, Coos 3;
DeVito, Rock. 8; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Wherry, Hills. 13; Giasson, Hills. 29; Sellers, Graf. 10;
Pearl, Dist 17; Innis, Dist 7; Murphy, Dist 16; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1059, relative to the use of number plate scanning devices. (Scherr, Rock. 26; D. McGuire, Merr. 14;
Transportation)

HB 1060-FN, relative to the requirements for licensure as an engineer. (Barton, Graf. 1; R. Brown, Carr. 8;
Harrington, Straf. 18; Pauer, Hills. 36; Turcotte, Straf. 4; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1061, establishing a commission to study alternatives to incarceration for nonviolent offenders who are
primary caregivers. (A. Murray, Hills. 20; Meuse, Rock. 37; Newell, Ches. 4; Harriott-Gathright, Hills. 10;
Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1062, authorizing the secretary of state to conduct random audits of the citizenship qualification of
registered voters. (Lynn, Rock. 17; Election Law)

HB 1063-FN, reducing the amount of meals and rooms taxes operators can retain. (Petrigno, Hills. 43; Oppel,
Graf. 9; Cahill, Rock. 10; Veilleux, Hills. 34; Dargie, Hills. 43; Ways and Means)

HB 1064-FN, relative to liability of governmental units. (Kuttab, Rock. 17; Lynn, Rock. 17; Berch, Ches. 6;
Gregg, Hills. 7; Drago, Rock. 4; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Birdsell, Dist 19; Judiciary)

HB 1065-FN, relative to multi-family and mixed-use development in commercially zoned areas. (Preece, Hills.
17; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Housing)

HB 1066-FN, relative to warrant articles authorizing lease agreements. (Pauer, Hills. 36; Berry, Hills. 44;
Bryer, Rock. 1; Crawford, Carr. 3; Erf, Hills. 28; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Kofalt, Hills. 32; R. Brown, Carr. 8;
Wherry, Hills. 13; Weyler, Rock. 14; Gannon, Dist 23; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1067-FN, relative to the mental health courts. (M. Pearson, Rock. 34; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; Lynn, Rock.
17; Scherr, Rock. 26; Weber, Ches. 5; Berch, Ches. 6; DeSimone, Rock. 18; Hartnett, Hills. 41; Gannon, Dist
23; Judiciary)
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HB 1068, relative to the meaning of occupants and occupancy as it pertains to meals and rooms taxation.
(Stavis, Graf. 13; Burroughs, Carr. 2; Cloutier, Sull. 6; Colby, Merr. 9; Gilman, Rock. 11; Grund, Hills. 34;
Maggiore, Rock. 23; Preece, Hills. 17; Ways and Means)

HB 1069, enabling municipalities and school districts to hold such elections on the day of the state primary.
(Sweeney, Rock. 25; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Berry, Hills. 44; Election Law)

HB 1070-FN, relative to the involuntary emergency admission process. (D. Mannion, Rock. 25; Bordes, Belk.
5; Coker, Belk. 2; Foote, Rock. 13; Proulx, Hills. 15; Roy, Rock. 31; Tenczar, Hills. 1; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Health,
Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1071, repealing immunity afforded health care facilities when following directives adopted in response
to the COVID-19 state of emergency. (Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Ankarberg, Straf. 7; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Wherry,
Hills. 13; McGrath, Rock. 40; Perez, Rock. 16; Drew, Hills. 19; Tenczar, Hills. 1; Health, Human Services
and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1072, relative to employer notice of department of labor investigations. (Labrie, Hills. 2; Creighton, Hills.
30; Giasson, Hills. 29; Granger, Straf. 2; Warden, Hills. 39; Drago, Rock. 4; Murphy, Dist 16; Labor, Industrial
and Rehabilitative Services)

HB 1073, clarifying when the secretary of state shall complete the registry of New Hampshire decentralized
autonomous organizations. (Ammon, Hills. 42; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1074, extending the time period for the remission of certain OHRV and snowmobile fees. (Oppel, Graf.
9; Fish and Game and Marine Resources)

HB 1075, classifying recreational vehicles as a motor vehicle in the context of new vehicle arbitration
proceedings. (Flanagan, Hills. 45; Transportation)

HB 1076, relative to authorizing or rescinding the use of electronic ballot counting devices. (DeRoy, Straf. 3;
Pauer, Hills. 36; Burnham, Straf. 2; Potenza, Straf. 19; Bailey, Straf. 2; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Belcher, Carr.
4; Farrington, Straf. 8; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1077, including domestic violence prevention as a wellness subject to be taught to pupils. (Scherr, Rock.
26; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1078-FN, creating a gold star family and gold star father license plate. (Michael Murphy, Coos 6; A. Davis,
Coos 2; Korzen, Coos 7; Moffett, Merr. 4; Ouellet, Coos 3; Rochefort, Dist 1; Transportation)

HB 1079, allowing accessory dwelling units to be built within or attached to certain non-conforming structures.
(Howland, Straf. 20; D. Paige, Carr. 1; Preece, Hills. 17; Housing)

HB 1080-FN, prohibiting the sale of condoms and personal lubricant that contain intentionally added per
and polyfluoroalkyl substances. (W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Seibert, Hills. 21; Vail, Hills. 6; N. Murphy, Hills. 12;
Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1081-FN, requiring political committees to certify with the secretary of state whether they have, or
anticipate having, less than $1,000 in receipts or expenditures in an election cycle. (Lane, Merr. 16; H.
Howard, Straf. 4; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Election Law)

HB 1082, enabling municipalities to remove political signs from state-owned property located within the
municipality after an election. (Rombeau, Hills. 2; Foote, Rock. 13; N. Murphy, Hills. 12; Rung, Hills. 12;
Veilleux, Hills. 34; W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Gorski, Hills. 2; Fenton, Dist 10; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Election Law)
HB 1083-FN, requiring the disclosure of the source of certain political donations in state elections. (Muirhead,
Graf. 12; Lane, Merr. 16; Election Law)

HB 1084-FN, relative to the relinquishment of deadly weapons by those subject to a domestic violence protective
order. (Meuse, Rock. 37; Gregg, Hills. 7; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Manos, Rock. 12; Newell, Ches. 4; Selig, Straf.
10; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1085, relative to the authority of police commissions. (Guzofski, Rock. 1; D. Murphy, Ches. 11; Tudor,
Rock. 1; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1086-FN, prohibiting the sale of certain agricultural seeds treated with neonicotinoids. (J. MacDonald,
Carr. 6; R. Brown, Carr. 8; Crawford, Carr. 3; Damon, Sull. 8; Ebel, Merr. 7; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Peternel,
Carr. 6; Rung, Hills. 12; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1087-FN, relative to citizen’s arrests by private persons. (Aures, Merr. 13; Roy, Rock. 31; Polozov, Merr. 10;
Granger, Straf. 2; Korzen, Coos 7; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Giasson, Hills. 29; Farrington, Straf. 8; McFarlane,
Graf. 18; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1088-FN-A, transferring funding for the water well board from the general fund to a special nonlapsing
fund. (Donnelly, Rock. 25; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1089, extending the authorization of the department of environmental services for the evaluation and
mitigation of new community water system contamination risks. (Donnelly, Rock. 25; Resources, Recreation
and Development)

HB 1090-FN, subjecting certain motor vehicles to meals and rooms taxes. (Spahr, Graf. 12; Ways and Means)
HB 1091, relative to the penalty for violations of municipal ordinances related to sleeping or camping outside.
(Newell, Ches. 4; A. Murray, Hills. 20; O’'Rorke, Ches. 7; Scherr, Rock. 26; Wheeler, Hills. 33; D. Paige, Carr.
1; Beauchemin, Hills. 3; Fenton, Dist 10; Watters, Dist 4; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)
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HB 1092, relative to guard dogs. (Comtois, Belk. 7; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Bixby, Straf. 13; Kenny, Hills. 13; Innis,
Dist 7; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1093, relative to public charter schools and the state building code and governmental land use exemptions.
(Donnelly, Rock. 25; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Janigian, Rock. 25; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; Mooney, Hills. 12; Educa-
tion Policy and Administration)

HB 1094, repealing the prohibition on collecting seaweed between sunset and sunrise. (Barton, Graf. 1;
Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Granger, Straf. 2; Notter, Hills. 12; Potenza, Straf. 19; Thibault, Merr. 25; Wade,
Straf. 15; Lang, Dist 2; Fish and Game and Marine Resources)

HB 1095, increasing the maximum weight of a utility terrain vehicle to 3,000 pounds. (Ouellet, Coos 3; Bridle,
Rock. 29; A. Davis, Coos 2; Michael Murphy, Coos 6; Rochefort, Dist 1; Resources, Recreation and Development)
HB 1096, establishing a committee to study ways to manage disposal of vapes and e-cigarettes. (N. Germana,
Ches. 15; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Barbour, Hills. 35; Bixby, Straf. 13; Gruber, Ches. 16; Haskins, Rock. 11; Potenza,
Straf. 19; Wade, Straf. 15; Ebel, Merr. 7; Fenton, Dist 10; Pearl, Dist 17; Watters, Dist 4; Environment and
Agriculture)

HB 1097, requiring legislative approval of the amendment or permanent removal of historical markers. (Hill,
Merr. 2; Avard, Dist 12; Lang, Dist 2; Pearl, Dist 17; Legislative Administration)

HB 1098, relative to municipalities denying building or occupancy permits for property adjacent to class VI
roads under certain circumstances. (Parshall, Ches. 8; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Caplan, Merr. 8; Gruber, Ches.
16; Preece, Hills. 17; Fenton, Dist 10; Housing)

HB 1099, establishing a committee to study private businesses providing special education services and issues
relative to local school district reimbursement. (Hill, Merr. 2; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Erf, Hills. 28; Freeman,
Belk. 8; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Sheehan, Hills. 43; Education Funding)

HB 1100-FN, establishing an exception to the prohibition against interception and disclosure of telecommu-
nication or oral communications. (Damon, Sull. 8; Berch, Ches. 6; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1101, relative to the membership and governance of the state veterans council. (Creighton, Hills. 30; T.
Dolan, Rock. 16; Gagne, Hills. 16; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Moffett, Merr. 4; M. Murray, Hills. 37; Roy, Rock.
31; Fenton, Dist 10; McGough, Dist 11; Pearl, Dist 17; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HB 1102-FN, increasing the research and development tax credit cap. (Janigian, Rock. 25; Ways and Means)
HB 1103, allowing municipalities to utilize community revitalization tax relief credits on a wider variety of
properties and structures. (Howland, Straf. 20; M. Aron, Sull. 8; Cole, Hills. 26; Fracht, Graf. 16; Gilman,
Rock. 11; Hakken-Phillips, Graf. 12; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Preece, Hills. 17; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Watters,
Dist 4; Housing)

HB 1104, modifying the priority of applications for school building aid grants. (Hill, Merr. 2; Kofalt, Hills. 32;
Notter, Hills. 12; Peternel, Carr. 6; Potucek, Rock. 13; Avard, Dist 12; Lang, Dist 2; Pearl, Dist 17; Sullivan,
Dist 18; Education Funding)

HB 1105, making the term of office for certain Belknap county elected officials 4 years. (Trottier, Belk. 8;
Aldrich, Belk. 6; Bogert, Belk. 5; Bordes, Belk. 5; Freeman, Belk. 8; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; S. Minor, Belk. 5;
Lang, Dist 2; Pearl, Dist 17; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1106, requiring the public disclosure of the citizenship of a candidate for public office. (Sabourin dit
Choiniere, Rock. 30; Ankarberg, Straf. 7; Barton, Graf. 1; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Granger, Straf. 2; Khan, Rock.
30; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Wherry, Hills. 13; Election Law)

HB 1107, enabling municipal budget committees to have alternate members. (Vallone, Rock. 5; Cloutier, Sull.
6; Horrigan, Straf. 10; Muns, Rock. 29; Simpson, Rock. 33; Turer, Rock. 6; Vose, Rock. 5; Altschiller, Dist 24;
Municipal and County Government)

HB 1108-FN, relative to the offense of criminal threatening. (McFarlane, Graf. 18; Aures, Merr. 13; Popovici-
Muller, Rock. 17; Noble, Hills. 2; Drew, Hills. 19; Granger, Straf. 2; Innis, Dist 7; Murphy, Dist 16; Criminal
Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1109, relative to notice and update requirements regarding state employee investigations. (Flanagan,
Hills. 45; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1110, relative to the New Hampshire real estate practice act. (Flanagan, Hills. 45; Executive Departments
and Administration)

HB 1111-FN, relative to driving test accommodations and retest suspension periods. (S. Smith, Sull. 3; Spillane,
Rock. 2; T. Walsh, Merr. 10; Transportation)

HB 1112, relative to snow removal responsibilities in residential lease agreements. (Foss, Hills. 41; Hegner,
Hills. 41; J. Sullivan, Graf. 2; W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Wade, Straf. 15; Housing)

HB 1113, enabling towns to establish a 3-year term for town moderators. (D. Murphy, Ches. 11; Municipal
and County Government)

HB 1114, relative to the documentation and preservation of public comment reports by standing legislative com-
mittees. (Lucas, Graf. 7; Damon, Sull. 8; Oppel, Graf. 9; Hakken-Phillips, Graf. 12; Harriott-Gathright, Hills. 10;
Beauchemin, Hills. 3; O’'Rorke, Ches. 7; Wade, Straf. 15; Balboni, Rock. 38; Raymond, Hills. 5; Perkins Kwoka,
Dist 21; Legislative Administration)
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HB 1115, adding a definition of citizen of New Hampshire. (McFarlane, Graf. 18; See, Merr. 26; Popovici-
Muller, Rock. 17; Pauer, Hills. 36; Morton, Hills. 39; Mazur, Hills. 44; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30;
Corcoran, Hills. 28; Judiciary)

HB 1116, relative to judicial privilege and relative to the litigation of small claims. (Flanagan, Hills. 45;
Judiciary)

HB 1117-FN, relative to the right of licensed health care providers to freely communicate with patients,
colleagues, and the public about medical information, emerging therapies, and treatment options. (McGrath,
Rock. 40; DeRoy, Straf. 3; DeVito, Rock. 8; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Morton, Hills. 39; Perez, Rock. 16; Sabourin
dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Terry, Belk. 7; Wherry, Hills. 13; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Health, Human Services and
Elderly Affairs)

HB 1118, increasing the limit for moneys remitted to municipal treasurers. (Colby, Merr. 9; D. Germana,
Ches. 1; Grund, Hills. 34; Maggiore, Rock. 23; D. Murphy, Ches. 11; Ouellet, Coos 3; Bay, Straf. 21; Harb,
Rock. 20; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1119, relative to the regulation of funeral directors. (Rhodes, Ches. 17; Roy, Rock. 31; Wheeler, Hills. 33;
Pearl, Dist 17; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1120, allowing subdivision regulations concerning water supply. (McGhee, Hills. 35; B. Boyd, Hills. 12;
N. Murphy, Hills. 12; K. Murray, Rock. 22; Rung, Hills. 12; Perez, Rock. 16; Housing)

HB 1121, defining the cost of an adequate education. (Ladd, Graf. 5; Peeples, Hills. 14; D. McGuire, Merr.
14; Ward, Dist 8; Education Funding)

HB 1122, requiring all high school students to learn about hunting, wildlife management, and responsible
firearms usage. (McFarlane, Graf. 18; Spillane, Rock. 2; Wherry, Hills. 13; DeVito, Rock. 8; Sabourin dit
Choiniere, Rock. 30; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1123, requiring certain companies to post expected salary ranges on public job listings. (Wade, Straf.
15; H. Howard, Straf. 4; McDonnell, Rock. 25; Butler, Straf. 12; Watters, Dist 4; Labor, Industrial and
Rehabilitative Services)

HB 1124, relative to the right to compute. (Ammon, Hills. 42; Corcoran, Hills. 28; Notter, Hills. 12; Peternel,
Carr. 6; Sheehan, Hills. 43; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1125, enabling school districts to adopt partisan school district elections. (Wherry, Hills. 13; Aylward,
Merr. 5; Creighton, Hills. 30; Freeman, Belk. 8; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Pauer, Hills. 36; Panek, Hills. 1;
McGough, Dist 11; Murphy, Dist 16; Election Law)

HB 1126, repealing the certification requirement to perform residential mold assessments. (Slottje, Hills. 13;
Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1127, relative to the uniform voidable transactions act. (Lynn, Rock. 17; Berch, Ches. 6; Judiciary)

HB 1128, restricting the use of weather modification technologies to declared emergencies. (Potenza, Straf.
19; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Cambrils, Merr. 4; Ploszaj, Belk. 1; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock.
30; Morse, Merr. 3; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Schneller, Hills. 2; Bjelobrk, Graf. 5; Science, Technology and Energy)
HB 1129, authorizing superintendents or their designee to allow limited use of personal laptops and tablets
in schools and establishing that such use is exempted under school cell phone use policies. (M. Hall, Merr. 9;
Balboni, Rock. 38; Cornell, Hills. 22; Kluger, Hills. 6; Woodcock, Carr. 1; Raymond, Hills. 5; Damon, Sull. 8;
M. Murray, Hills. 37; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1130-FN, relative to judicial performance evaluations. (Lynn, Rock. 17; Korzen, Coos 7; Judiciary)

HB 1131, relative to the official ballot referendum form of town meetings. (Pauer, Hills. 36; Aylward, Merr.
5; Bernardy, Rock. 36; R. Brown, Carr. 8; Cambrils, Merr. 4; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Qualey,
Ches. 18; Terry, Belk. 7; Sellers, Graf. 10; Gannon, Dist 23; Innis, Dist 7; McGough, Dist 11; Avard, Dist 12;
Municipal and County Government)

HB 1132, prohibiting the display of certain flags in public schools and public charter schools and establish-
ing penalties for the display of prohibited flags. (Freeman, Belk. 8; Bean, Belk. 6; Colcombe, Hills. 30; Ford,
Rock. 3; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Litchfield, Rock. 32; L. Miner, Rock. 7; Thibault, Merr. 25; Avard, Dist 12;
Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1133, defining and regulating livestock guardian dogs. (Schamberg, Merr. 6; Environment and Agriculture)
HB 1134, relative to the town meeting form of local governance. (Pauer, Hills. 36; Berezhny, Graf. 11; DeRoy,
Straf. 3; Erf, Hills. 28; Granger, Straf. 2; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Nalevanko, Ches. 9; Ammon, Hills. 42; Las-
celles, Hills. 14; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Avard, Dist 12; Murphy, Dist 16; Municipal and County Government)
HB 1135, prohibiting the acquisition of prescriptive rights in private roads through adverse use. (Aylward,
Merr. 5; Fracht, Graf. 16; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1136, relative to accessory dwelling units. (Turcotte, Straf. 4; Kuttab, Rock. 17; B. Boyd, Hills. 12; Perez,
Rock. 16; Terry, Belk. 7; Sirois, Hills. 32; Foote, Rock. 13; Nelson, Rock. 13; Housing)

HB 1137, relative to municipal budget committee membership. (Pauer, Hills. 36; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29;
Aylward, Merr. 5; Cambrils, Merr. 4; Girard, Sull. 6; Granger, Straf. 2; Rung, Hills. 12; See, Merr. 26;
Spilsbury, Sull. 3; Bryer, Rock. 1; Murphy, Dist 16; Watters, Dist 4; Municipal and County Government)



8 7 JANUARY 2026 HOUSE RECORD

HB 1138, limiting the placement of out-of-state waste going into New Hampshire landfills. (N. Germana, Ches.
15; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Bixby, Straf. 13; B. Boyd, Hills. 12; Ebel, Merr. 7; Haskins, Rock. 11; N. Murphy, Hills. 12;
Potenza, Straf. 19; Gruber, Ches. 16; Fenton, Dist 10; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Watters, Dist 4; Environment and
Agriculture)

HB 1139-FN, relative to criminal trespass on secured premises. (Aylward, Merr. 5; Fracht, Graf. 16; Criminal
Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1140, enabling certain disabled persons to hunt from a motor vehicle. (Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Berry,
Hills. 44; Giasson, Hills. 29; Mazur, Hills. 44; Reinfurt, Hills. 29; Avard, Dist 12; Innis, Dist 7; Fish and Game
and Marine Resources)

HB 1141, prohibiting the extraction of groundwater for the purpose of bottling in plastic bottles. (Caplan,
Merr. 8; Bixby, Straf. 13; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Parshall, Ches. 8; Read, Rock. 10; Resources, Recreation
and Development)

HB 1142, relative to requirements for law enforcement officers assisting in immigration enforcement. (Simpson,
Rock. 33; A. Murray, Hills. 20; Scherr, Rock. 26; Muns, Rock. 29; Meuse, Rock. 37; Harriott-Gathright, Hills.
10; Manos, Rock. 12; Wilhelm, Hills. 21; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1143, relative to the remediation of mold in rental housing. (S. King, Coos 4; Housing)

HB 1144-FN, amending the excavation tax rate. (Schamberg, Merr. 6; Ways and Means)

HB 1145-FN, relative to affordable housing investment fees. (Preece, Hills. 17; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Housing)
HB 1146, relative to subscription fees for motor vehicle features. (Colby, Merr. 9; D. Germana, Ches. 1; Manos,
Rock. 12; J. Sullivan, Graf. 2; Wade, Straf. 15; Beauchemin, Hills. 3; Cormen, Graf. 15; Simpson, Rock. 33;
Telerski, Hills. 11; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1147, relative to the use of capital reserve funds. (Nadeau, Rock. 4; L. Miner, Rock. 7; McGrath, Rock.
40; Drye, Sull. 7; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1148, adding cyanobacteria and algae blooms to the study of the exotic aquatic weeds and species committee.
(Donnelly, Rock. 25; Darby, Hills. 11; Pearl, Dist 17; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1149, relative to abolishing daylight saving time. (Horrigan, Straf. 10; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Executive
Departments and Administration)

HB 1150, requiring disclosure of complaints to public employees within 5 business days. (S. Pearson, Rock.
13; Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services)

HB 1151, relative to conservation commission appropriations. (Maggiore, Rock. 23; Municipal and County
Government)

HB 1152, designating the funds account for donations and bequests received by the department of military
affairs and veterans services to be non-lapsing funds. (Creighton, Hills. 30; Bixby, Straf. 13; Gagne, Hills.
16; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Moffett, Merr. 4; Fenton, Dist 10;
Innis, Dist 7; Lang, Dist 2; McGough, Dist 11; Ward, Dist 8; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)
HB 1153-FN-LOCAL, relative to dog license fees and establishing a committee to study New Hampshire
statutes relative to cats and dogs. (Bixby, Straf. 13; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Environment and Agriculture)
HB 1154-FN, restricting the texting of unsolicited advertisements, including political campaigns. (W. Thomas,
Hills. 12; Rung, Hills. 12; B. Boyd, Hills. 12; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1155, relative to the home education advisory council. (Peternel, Carr. 6; Drago, Rock. 4; Drye, Sull. 7;
Ward, Dist 8; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1156-FN, requiring that probate court notices of acquisitions of real estate through inheritance or similar
devise be recorded in a county’s registry of deeds. (Walker, Straf. 19; J. MacDonald, Carr. 6; Maggiore, Rock.
23; Judiciary)

HB 1157-FN, relative to licensure as a pet vendor. (Bixby, Straf. 13; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Barbour, Hills. 35; N.
Germana, Ches. 15; Pearl, Dist 17; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1158-FN, relative to the definition of intimate partner. (Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Manos,
Rock. 12; Rombeau, Hills. 2; Turer, Rock. 6; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Reardon, Dist 15; Criminal Justice and
Public Safety)

HB 1159, relative to updating the state building code. (C. McGuire, Merr. 27; Erf, Hills. 28; H. Howard, Straf.
4; Pearl, Dist 17; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1160, relative to the county-state finance commission. (Weyler, Rock. 14; Erf, Hills. 28; Preece, Hills. 17;
Gray, Dist 6; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1161, removing the requirement for municipalities to have an advisory board for development districts.
(Hicks, Merr. 24; Colby, Merr. 9; Fracht, Graf. 16; Girard, Sull. 6; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1162, extending the commission on Holocaust and genocide studies. (Selig, Straf. 10; Layon, Rock. 13;
Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Fenton, Dist 10; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1163-FN, requiring the secretary of state to create and maintain a uniform election records management
system. (Bernardy, Rock. 36; Porcelli, Rock. 19; Gannon, Dist 23; Election Law)

HB 1164, - not introduced.
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HB 1165, relative to gender designation on state-issued identification. (S. King, Coos 4; Berry, Hills. 44;
Cambrils, Merr. 4; Granger, Straf. 2; Perez, Rock. 16; Sellers, Graf. 10; Panek, Hills. 1; Transportation)
HB 1166, relative to the contents of the budget trailer bill. (Harrington, Straf. 18; Finance)

HB 1167, enabling the use of ferrets for hunting. (Barton, Graf. 1; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Granger, Straf.
2; Noble, Hills. 2; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; S. King, Coos 4; Fish and Game and Marine Resources)

HB 1168, relative to employer documentation requirements. (Labrie, Hills. 2; Berry, Hills. 44; Drago, Rock. 4;
Giasson, Hills. 29; Granger, Straf. 2; Warden, Hills. 39; Murphy, Dist 16; McGough, Dist 11; Labor, Industrial
and Rehabilitative Services)

HB 1169, relative to notification waiting periods to the underground utility damage prevention laws. (Labrie,
Hills. 2; Cole, Hills. 26; Drago, Rock. 4; Morton, Hills. 39; Ouellet, Coos 3; Potucek, Rock. 13; Science, Technology
and Energy)

HB 1170, relative to stipends for retired group II members of the state retirement system. (Trottier, Belk. 8;
Bordes, Belk. 5; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1171, relative to eviction safeguards for tenants whose Social Security payments are disrupted. (O’Rorke,
Ches. 7; Bricchi, Merr. 15; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Gruber, Ches. 16; Jones, Ches. 3; Lucas, Graf. 7; Newell,
Ches. 4; W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Fenton, Dist 10; Housing)

HB 1172, relative to confidentiality protections for national guard sexual assault prevention and response
personnel. (Moffett, Merr. 4; Creighton, Hills. 30; Foss, Hills. 41; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Roy, Rock. 31;
Seibert, Hills. 21; Birdsell, Dist 19; Lang, Dist 2; Pearl, Dist 17; Sullivan, Dist 18; State-Federal Relations
and Veterans Affairs)

HB 1173, relative to post-secondary education opportunities for inmates. (Scherr, Rock. 26; Meuse, Rock. 37;
Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1174-FN, requiring all on-premises and off-premises licensees and state liquor stores to post visible
signage warning of the potential health risks associated with alcohol use. (W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Commerce
and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1175-FN, relative to the offense of use of scanning device or reencoder to defraud. (Alexander Jr., Hills.
29; Kuttab, Rock. 17; A. Murray, Hills. 20; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Rice, Hills. 38; Roy, Rock. 31; Lang, Dist 2;
Reardon, Dist 15; Sullivan, Dist 18; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1176-FN, relative to the display of license plates on vehicles. (Notter, Hills. 12; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Labrie,
Hills. 2; Aures, Merr. 13; Aldrich, Belk. 6; Spillane, Rock. 2; Ammon, Hills. 42; Murphy, Dist 16; Transportation)
HB 1177, adding a definition to the labor laws regarding remote work and defining the nature of such
employment. (MacKenzie, Hills. 40; Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services)

HB 1178, relative to permissible window tinting on motor vehicles. (Barton, Graf. 1; Farrington, Straf. 8;
Thibault, Merr. 25; Wade, Straf. 15; Transportation)

HB 1179, relative to minimum nursing home staffing standards. (Haskins, Rock. 11; Manos, Rock. 12; Turer,
Rock. 6; Damon, Sull. 8; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1180-FN, updating the definition of the state building code to include the International Energy Conservation
Code 2024. (W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1181-FN, relative to public hearing notice requirements for zoning board of adjustment appeals. (Litchfield,
Rock. 32; Aldrich, Belk. 6; Cole, Hills. 26; Mazur, Hills. 44; Reinfurt, Hills. 29; Gannon, Dist 23; Murphy, Dist
16; McGough, Dist 11; Lang, Dist 2; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1182, modifying the term “one-year certificate of eligibility” to “emergency authorization” relative to
persons not possessing an educator credential. (Nadeau, Rock. 4; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1183-FN, relative to the mathematics requirement for high school graduation. (Ladd, Graf. 5; Erf,
Hills. 28; Noble, Hills. 2; Drye, Sull. 7; S. Smith, Sull. 3; Abbas, Dist 22; Ward, Dist 8; Education Policy
and Administration)

HB 1184-FN, relative to the issuance of no trespass orders on municipal or school district property. (Harvey-
Bolia, Belk. 3; Freeman, Belk. 8; Pauer, Hills. 36; Peternel, Carr. 6; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Thibault,
Merr. 25; Gannon, Dist 23; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1185-FN, relative to the offense of endangering the welfare of a child or incompetent. (Markell, Rock. 18;
DeSimone, Rock. 18; Nelson, Rock. 13; Rice, Hills. 38; Long, Dist 20; Children and Family Law)

HB 1186, relative to the sale and labeling of eggs. (Barbour, Hills. 35; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Bixby, Straf. 13;
Comtois, Belk. 7; Kenny, Hills. 13; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1187-FN, relative to the time in which candidates for state representative may file their candidacy for a
special election. (Berry, Hills. 44; Qualey, Ches. 18; Election Law)

HB 1188, relative to noncompete agreements for low-wage employees. (Wade, Straf. 15; Schultz, Merr. 29;
H. Howard, Straf. 4; Sorensen, Rock. 28; J. Sullivan, Graf. 2; Butler, Straf. 12; Barton, Graf. 1; Watters, Dist
4; Fenton, Dist 10; Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services)

HB 1189-FN, establishing a solid waste site evaluation committee. (Bixby, Straf. 13; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Barbour,
Hills. 35; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Gruber, Ches. 16; Haskins, Rock. 11; Potenza, Straf. 19; J. Sullivan, Graf.
2; Rochefort, Dist 1; Environment and Agriculture)
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HB 1190-FN, enabling the division of motor vehicles to create a temporary traditional driver’s license for youth
operators about to turn 21. (Veilleux, Hills. 34; Crawford, Carr. 3; Foote, Rock. 13; Grund, Hills. 34; Petrigno,
Hills. 43; Rombeau, Hills. 2; Scherr, Rock. 26; Fenton, Dist 10; Long, Dist 20; Watters, Dist 4; Transportation)
HB 1191, relative to parental notice for non-academic surveys in public schools. (Litchfield, Rock. 32; Giasson,
Hills. 29; Thibault, Merr. 25; Noble, Hills. 2; DeVito, Rock. 8; Gannon, Dist 23; Sullivan, Dist 18; Education
Policy and Administration)

HB 1192, exempting certain household pharmaceutical wastes from the definition of hazardous waste.
(Haskins, Rock. 11; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1193, naming a 911 call service center in Laconia in honor of Bruce G. Cheney. (St. Clair, Belk. 5; Soucy,
Merr. 21; Hunt, Ches. 14; Grote, Rock. 24; T. Walsh, Merr. 10; DiSilvestro, Hills. 17; Bordes, Belk. 5; Coker,
Belk. 2; Weber, Ches. 5; Prentiss, Dist 5; Public Works and Highways)

HB 1194-FN, relative to credits for assessments paid by insurers. (Janigian, Rock. 25; Ways and Means)
HB 1195, relative to municipal zoning requirements for child day care providers. (D. Paige, Carr. 1; Nelson,
Rock. 13; Peternel, Carr. 6; Wallner, Merr. 19; Berry, Hills. 44; D. Germana, Ches. 1; D. Murphy, Ches. 11;
McConkey, Dist 3; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Reardon, Dist 15; Rochefort, Dist 1; Birdsell, Dist 19; Municipal
and County Government)

HB 1196-FN, repealing the state housing champion designation and grant program. (Drew, Hills. 19; Noble,
Hills. 2; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Belcher, Carr. 4; Turcotte, Straf. 4; DeVito, Rock. 8; Housing)

HB 1197-FN, making technical corrections to certain insurance laws. (Hunt, Ches. 14; Commerce and
Consumer Affairs)

HB 1198-FN, establishing the paint product stewardship program. (Ebel, Merr. 7; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Burroughs,
Carr. 2; Spier, Hills. 6; Thackston, Ches. 12; Creighton, Hills. 30; Bixby, Straf. 13; Leishman, Hills. 33; M. Murray,
Hills. 37; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Watters, Dist 4; Pearl, Dist 17; Avard, Dist 12; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)
HB 1199, enabling the fish and game department to create a permit and fee for the use of fish and game
staff by other state agencies and departments. (Spillane, Rock. 2; Darby, Hills. 11; DeVito, Rock. 8; Erf, Hills.
28; Moffett, Merr. 4; Ouellet, Coos 3; Ulery, Hills. 13; Innis, Dist 7; Pearl, Dist 17; Watters, Dist 4; Fish and
Game and Marine Resources)

HB 1200-FN, relative to exemptions from vessel registration and boat fee decal. (Aures, Merr. 13; Transportation)
HB 1201, requiring certain political committees to disclose the identity of their donors. (Muirhead, Graf. 12;
Lane, Merr. 16; Election Law)

HB 1202, relative to dual and concurrent enrollment requirements for courses at institutions within the
community college system of New Hampshire. (Ladd, Graf. 5; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Peeples, Hills.
14; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Ward, Dist 8; Innis, Dist 7; Murphy, Dist 16; Sullivan, Dist 18; Education Funding)
HB 1203-FN, relative to the return of firearms following a not guilty verdict or dismissal of the proceeding.
(Morse, Merr. 3; Love, Rock. 13; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Tenczar, Hills. 1; DeVito, Rock. 8; Giasson, Hills. 29;
Thibault, Merr. 25; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1204, relative to the grading and use of timber grown in New Hampshire. (A. Davis, Coos 2; Tierney,
Coos 1; Durkin, Coos 1; Cole, Hills. 26; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1205, prohibiting state and county owned lands from participating in carbon sequestration projects. (A.
Davis, Coos 2; Tierney, Coos 1; Durkin, Coos 1; Cole, Hills. 26; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1206, clarifying the equity jurisdiction of the judicial branch family division. (Love, Rock. 13; Bernardy,
Rock. 36; Post, Hills. 42; Children and Family Law)

HB 1207-FN, relative to certain laws applicable to state chartered banks, credit unions, trust companies,
and other consumer credit entities subject to the authority of the banking department. (Hunt, Ches. 14;
Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1208-FN, relative to caller identification requirements for telemarketing calls. (Horrigan, Straf. 10;
Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1209, relative to child safety at school bus stops. (Jacobs, Ches. 15; Newell, Ches. 4; Transportation)
HB 1210, relative to child tax credit allocation in child support cases. (Barton, Graf. 1; Noble, Hills. 2; Spillane,
Rock. 2; Innis, Dist 7; Children and Family Law)

HB 1211, relative to the scope of review of state agency interpretations. (Kofalt, Hills. 32; Granger, Straf. 2;
Slottje, Hills. 13; Ankarberg, Straf. 7; Layon, Rock. 13; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock.
30; Innis, Dist 7; Murphy, Dist 16; Sullivan, Dist 18; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1212, establishing a commission to review draft rules related to minimum standards for public school
approval and state academic standards developed by the department of education. (Damon, Sull. 8; Balboni,
Rock. 38; Fellows, Graf. 8; N. Germana, Ches. 15; M. Hall, Merr. 9; Luneau, Merr. 9; Petrigno, Hills. 43;
Raymond, Hills. 5; Woodcock, Carr. 1; Fenton, Dist 10; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1213, relative to the number, selection, and terms of town highway agents. (Wherry, Hills. 13; Pauer,
Hills. 36; Aures, Merr. 13; Sellers, Graf. 10; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; R. Brown, Carr. 8; Tom Mannion, Hills.
1; Municipal and County Government)
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HB 1214, relative to public libraries. (Perez, Rock. 16; Andrus, Merr. 5; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Berry, Hills.
44; DeVito, Rock. 8; Giasson, Hills. 29; Reinfurt, Hills. 29; Sellers, Graf. 10; Municipal and County Government)
HB 1215, relative to supporting the preferred method of communication of an individual with developmental
disabilities. (Kofalt, Hills. 32; B. Boyd, Hills. 12; Newell, Ches. 4; Kuttab, Rock. 17; W. MacDonald, Rock. 16;
Avard, Dist 12; Birdsell, Dist 19; Carson, Dist 14; Children and Family Law)

HB 1216, relative to informed consent for law enforcement searches of houses or other property. (Scherr,
Rock. 26; Roy, Rock. 31; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1217, permitting classification of individuals based on biological sex under certain limited circumstances.
(Peternel, Carr. 6; Reinfurt, Hills. 29; Notter, Hills. 12; Prudhomme-O’Brien, Rock. 13; DeVito, Rock. 8;
Thibault, Merr. 25; Barbour, Hills. 35; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Moffett, Merr. 4; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Judiciary)

HB 1218, relative to the disclosure of rights and responsibilities during the sale of a mobile home in a mobile
home park. (Rung, Hills. 12; Booras, Hills. 8; N. Murphy, Hills. 12; D. Paige, Carr. 1; Mooney, Hills. 12; Housing)
HB 1219, relative to immunization requirements in foster family homes. (Litchfield, Rock. 32; Layon,
Rock. 13; L. Miner, Rock. 7; McGrath, Rock. 40; Drew, Hills. 19; Granger, Straf. 2; Wherry, Hills. 13;
DeVito, Rock. 8; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Polozov, Merr. 10; Gannon, Dist 23; Murphy, Dist 16; Lang, Dist 2;
Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1220, allowing the governing bodies of municipalities, cities, and towns to review and approve school
budgets. (Hemingway, Sull. 6; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1221, directing the commission to study costs of special education to consider establishing centralized
locations throughout the state for certain special education-related services. (Morse, Merr. 3; Education Policy
and Administration)

HB 1222, relative to prohibiting all obstructions to public crosswalks. (Barton, Graf. 1; Farrington, Straf. 8;
Korzen, Coos 7; Sellers, Graf. 10; Thibault, Merr. 25; Transportation)

HB 1223, relative to the moderator’s authority to verify the device count during an election. (Scully, Hills. 8;
See, Merr. 26; Kenny, Hills. 13; Wood, Merr. 13; Cambrils, Merr. 4; Pearl, Dist 17; Avard, Dist 12; Election
Law)

HB 1224, relative to the default budget for official ballot town meetings. (Dunn, Rock. 16; Alexander Jr.,
Hills. 29; Ankarberg, Straf. 7; Aures, Merr. 13; Colcombe, Hills. 30; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3;
Pauer, Hills. 36; Perez, Rock. 16; Wood, Merr. 13; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1225, relative to the definition of adjusted gross income with respect to child support guidelines. (Markell,
Rock. 18; Georges, Hills. 23; Nelson, Rock. 13; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Rice, Hills. 38; Children and Family Law)
HB 1226, relative to restricting the issuance of identification documents by unauthorized individuals. (Com-
tois, Belk. 7; Bailey, Straf. 2; Belcher, Carr. 4; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Potenza, Straf. 19; Sirois, Hills. 32; Turcotte,
Straf. 4; Verville, Rock. 2; Transportation)

HB 1227, relative to the calculation of the local tax cap. (Gruber, Ches. 16; Turer, Rock. 6; Fenton, Dist 10;
Municipal and County Government)

HB 1228, relative to the enforcement of alimony orders. (Markell, Rock. 18; Georges, Hills. 23; Korzen, Coos
7; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Nelson, Rock. 13; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Children and Family Law)

HB 1229, relative to waivers of alimony. (Markell, Rock. 18; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Litchfield, Rock. 32; M. Pearson,
Rock. 34; Children and Family Law)

HB 1230, relative to increases in state tax rates and debts. (Ulery, Hills. 13; Judiciary)

HB 1231, requiring health care providers to disclose medical services billed to the patient’s insurance carrier.
(Dunn, Rock. 16; Perez, Rock. 16; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1232, relative to insurance coverage for telemedicine services. (Gregg, Hills. 7; Nelson, Rock. 13; M.
Pearson, Rock. 34; J. Sullivan, Graf. 2; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Fenton, Dist 10; Long, Dist 20; Commerce and
Consumer Affairs)

HB 1233, relative to the minutes of non-public sessions. (Beaulier, Graf. 1; Judiciary)

HB 1234, identifying certain school district offices as incompatible for purposes of school district elections.
(N. Murphy, Hills. 12; Petrigno, Hills. 43; Rung, Hills. 12; Pauer, Hills. 36; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Paquette, Hills.
25; Mooney, Hills. 12; Fenton, Dist 10; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Election Law)

HB 1235-FN, legalizing certain quantities of cannabis. (J. Sullivan, Graf. 2; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Tom
Mannion, Hills. 1; C. McGuire, Merr. 27; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Wade, Straf. 15; Criminal Justice and
Public Safety)

HB 1236-FN, relative to recordings of custodial interrogations. (Scherr, Rock. 26; Criminal Justice and Public
Safety)

HB 1237, relative to the removal of abandoned vehicles by law enforcement. (Roy, Rock. 31; Lascelles, Hills.
14; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; Paquette, Hills. 25; Gannon, Dist 23; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1238-FN, relative to the penalties for the offense of disobeying an officer. (Roy, Rock. 31; Devoid, Merr.
1; Lascelles, Hills. 14; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; Paquette, Hills. 25; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Trottier, Belk. 8; Abbas,
Dist 22; Birdsell, Dist 19; Gannon, Dist 23; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)
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HB 1239-FN, relative to the offense of loitering or prowling. (Roy, Rock. 31; Devoid, Merr. 1; Lascelles, Hills.
14; Paquette, Hills. 25; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Gannon, Dist 23; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1240-FN, relative to the apparent use of a deadly weapon during the offense of criminal threatening.
(Roy, Rock. 31; Devoid, Merr. 1; Lascelles, Hills. 14; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; Paquette, Hills. 25; Abbas, Dist
22; Gannon, Dist 23; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1241, relative to the calculation of income for purposes of support orders in divorce proceedings. (Barton,
Graf. 1; Farrington, Straf. 8; Spillane, Rock. 2; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Children and Family Law)

HB 1242, requiring county convention budget estimates to delineate between funding used for operations of
county government and funding used for other state or federal government purposes. (A. Murray, Hills. 20;
M. Murray, Hills. 37; Prout, Hills. 13; Scherr, Rock. 26; Meuse, Rock. 37; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Municipal
and County Government)

HB 1243-FN, relative to contracting and investment decisions by executive branch agencies. (Sabourin dit
Choiniere, Rock. 30; Barton, Graf. 1; Granger, Straf. 2; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Tom Mannion,
Hills. 1; Potenza, Straf. 19; Wheeler, Hills. 33; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1244-FN, relative to exceptions to the charge of criminal threatening. (Farrington, Straf. 8; Aures, Merr.
13; Corcoran, Hills. 28; Drew, Hills. 19; Granger, Straf. 2; Layon, Rock. 13; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; McFarlane,
Graf. 18; Polozov, Merr. 10; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Innis, Dist 7; Murphy, Dist 16; Criminal Justice
and Public Safety)

HB 1245-FN, relative to voluntary portable benefits plans for independent contractors. (Farrington, Straf.
8; Granger, Straf. 2; Labrie, Hills. 2; Warden, Hills. 39; Innis, Dist 7; Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative
Services)

HB 1246, relative to planning board members serving on other local boards. (Fracht, Graf. 16; Aylward, Merr.
5; Stavis, Graf. 13; Pauer, Hills. 36; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1247, requiring the secretary of state to create, post on the secretary of state’s website, and otherwise
distribute notice of proposed constitutional amendments. (Wherry, Hills. 13; Burnham, Straf. 2; McFarlane,
Graf. 18; McGrath, Rock. 40; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; Wood, Merr. 13; Election Law)

HB 1248-FN, relative to the penalties for intoxication or under the influence of drug offenses. (Markell,
Rock. 18; Lynn, Rock. 17; Rice, Hills. 38; Roy, Rock. 31; Gannon, Dist 23; Innis, Dist 7; Criminal Justice and
Public Safety)

HB 1249, authorizing pharmacists to provide certain medical devices associated with prescribed medication.
(Veilleux, Hills. 34; Beauchemin, Hills. 3; S. King, Coos 4; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Layon, Rock. 13; M. Pearson,
Rock. 34; Weber, Ches. 5; Woods, Merr. 30; Watters, Dist 4; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)
HB 1250-FN, relative to notice, documentation, and job reinstatement requirements under leave of absence
for childbirth, postpartum, and pediatric medical appointments. (Berry, Hills. 44; Labor, Industrial and
Rehabilitative Services)

HB 1251, relative to restricting municipal downzoning inconsistent with existing neighborhood density. (Long,
Hills. 26; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Housing)

HB 1252, requiring the department of motor vehicles to only administer the skills test for commercial
driver’s licenses in English and prohibiting the support of an interpreter for the administration of the skills
test for commercial driver’s licenses. (Gorski, Hills. 2; T. Walsh, Merr. 10; Labrie, Hills. 2; Creighton, Hills.
30; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Rice, Hills. 38; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Transportation)

HB 1253, enabling the use of dogs to guard crops. (Comtois, Belk. 7; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Bixby, Straf. 13; Kenny,
Hills. 13; Pearl, Dist 17; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1254, defining biostimulants, plant regulators, nutritional chemicals, and vitamin hormone products.
(Comtois, Belk. 7; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Bixby, Straf. 13; Innis, Dist 7; Pearl, Dist 17; Environment and Agriculture)
HB 1255-FN, removing the requirement of more evidence than a campaign contribution to demonstrate that
a vote, appointment or nomination was a corrupt practice. (Ankarberg, Straf. 7; Andrus, Merr. 5; Perez, Rock.
16; Sirois, Hills. 32; Turcotte, Straf. 4; Election Law)

HB 1256, removing the authority of the state librarian to award scholarships to students attending
graduate library schools. (Drago, Rock. 4; Noble, Hills. 2; Perez, Rock. 16; Mazur, Hills. 44; Education
Policy and Administration)

HB 1257, requiring that candidates for state representative and state senator live in the district for which
they seek election for at least 2 years. (Cahill, Rock. 10; Election Law)

HB 1258, relative to per and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) and public health data. (Vail, Hills. 6; W.
Thomas, Hills. 12; Meuse, Rock. 37; McGhee, Hills. 35; N. Murphy, Hills. 12; Rung, Hills. 12; Mandelbaum,
Rock. 21; Altschiller, Dist 24; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1259, relative to the issuance of certificates as a certified public accountant. (Johnson, Straf. 11; Colby,
Merr. 9; Muns, Rock. 29; Vallone, Rock. 5; Reardon, Dist 15; Executive Departments and Administration)
HB 1260-FN, relative to marriage registration forms and delayed certificates of marriage. (Dargie, Hills. 43;
Petrigno, Hills. 43; Judiciary)
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HB 1261, relative to the administrative procedure act. (Layon, Rock. 13; Grote, Rock. 24; Lang, Dist 2; Pearl,
Dist 17; Reardon, Dist 15; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1262-FN, relative to home heating oil and propane contracts. (Lucas, Graf. 7; Rung, Hills. 12; Baldwin,
Graf. 4; Miller, Straf. 21; Bolton, Graf. 8; Lovett, Graf. 8; Fellows, Graf. 8; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)
HB 1263, relative to the definition of disposable military retirement pay and the suspension of alimony
obligations. (Maggiore, Rock. 23; Juris, Hills. 7; Love, Rock. 13; Moffett, Merr. 4; Pauer, Hills. 36; Roy,
Rock. 31; Giasson, Hills. 29; Children and Family Law)

HB 1264, increasing the requirements of the education freedom savings account oversight committee and
modifying the purpose of the committee. (Balboni, Rock. 38; Cornell, Hills. 22; M. Hall, Merr. 9; Luneau, Merr.
9; Selig, Straf. 10; M. Murray, Hills. 37; Grund, Hills. 34; Woodcock, Carr. 1; Altschiller, Dist 24; Reardon,
Dist 15; Fenton, Dist 10; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1265, prohibiting the construction of data centers in the state and establishing a committee to study the
environmental impact of data centers. (Schmidt, Straf. 14; W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Caplan, Merr. 8; Commerce
and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1266, allowing election moderators access to the area designated for counting votes during the performance
of their duties. (Harb, Rock. 20; Election Law)

HB 1267, prohibiting school district attorneys and non-school personnel from questioning students without
their parent or guardian present. (Sheehan, Hills. 43; Corcoran, Hills. 28; DeRoy, Straf. 3; DeVito, Rock. 8;
Litchfield, Rock. 32; McGrath, Rock. 40; Pauer, Hills. 36; Reinfurt, Hills. 29; Tenczar, Hills. 1; Education
Policy and Administration)

HB 1268, modifying definitions and requirements relative to home education programs. (Noble, Hills. 2;
Drago, Rock. 4; Drye, Sull. 7; Freeman, Belk. 8; Granger, Straf. 2; Layon, Rock. 13; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1;
Mazur, Hills. 44; Osborne, Rock. 2; Peternel, Carr. 6; Murphy, Dist 16; Sullivan, Dist 18; Education Policy
and Administration)

HB 1269, relative to qualifications to practice acupuncture. (Schmidt, Straf. 14; Warden, Hills. 39; Executive
Departments and Administration)

HB 1270, clarifying the definition of part-time teacher. (Drye, Sull. 7; Nadeau, Rock. 4; Notter, Hills. 12;
Freeman, Belk. 8; Mooney, Hills. 12; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Belcher, Carr. 4; Birdsell, Dist 19; Ward, Dist 8;
Sullivan, Dist 18; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1271, relative to third-party code review and inspection services for building permits. (Sweeney, Rock.
25; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1272, providing that each candidate’s party affiliation be printed on the town or school district ballot.
(Wherry, Hills. 13; Ford, Rock. 3; McGrath, Rock. 40; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; Pauer, Hills. 36; R. Brown,
Carr. 8; Sellers, Graf. 10; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Election Law)

HB 1273, enabling municipal support and incentives for residential flood resilience improvements. (Muns,
Rock. 29; Balboni, Rock. 38; Bridle, Rock. 29; Darby, Hills. 11; Grote, Rock. 24; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Sabourin
dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Edgar, Rock. 29; Altschiller, Dist 24; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1274-FN-LOCAL, relative to dog licenses. (Dargie, Hills. 43; Petrigno, Hills. 43; Environment and Agriculture)
HB 1275, relative to the effects of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances on agriculture. (W. Thomas, Hills. 12;
N. Murphy, Hills. 12; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1276, relative to the liability for death of a companion animal. (Corcoran, Hills. 28; Tom Mannion, Hills.
1; Judiciary)

HB 1277, relative to proof of identification on absentee ballot applications. (Muirhead, Graf. 12; Bay, Straf.
21; Berry, Hills. 44; Lane, Merr. 16; Prudhomme-O’Brien, Rock. 13; Wherry, Hills. 13; Election Law)

HB 1278, allowing municipalities, cities, and towns a grace period to adopt a simple-majority tax cap override
procedure in perpetuity. (Turer, Rock. 6; Gruber, Ches. 16; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1279, relative to the use of physical force in defense of a person. (Polozov, Merr. 10; Aures, Merr. 13;
Avellani, Carr. 4; Giasson, Hills. 29; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Sirois, Hills. 32;
Thibault, Merr. 25; Roy, Rock. 31; Sullivan, Dist 18; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1280, establishing a commission to study public school open enrollment. (Damon, Sull. 8; E. Kelly, Merr.
8; Raymond, Hills. 5; M. Murray, Hills. 37; M. Hall, Merr. 9; Cornell, Hills. 22; Balboni, Rock. 38; Weinstein,
Rock. 10; Bricchi, Merr. 15; Watters, Dist 4; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1281, establishing standards for the training of comfort dogs. (Morton, Hills. 39; Cole, Hills. 26; Girard, Sull.
6; Korzen, Coos 7; Labrie, Hills. 2; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; Wood, Merr. 13; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)
HB 1282, establishing a commission to advise the department of environmental services on food waste diversion.
(Parshall, Ches. 8; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Gruber, Ches. 16; Caplan, Merr. 8; Environment and Agriculture)
HB 1283-FN, relative to the use of face recognition technology. (Scherr, Rock. 26; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Judiciary)
HB 1284, requiring the inclusion of a voter’s year of birth on the voter checklist. (McGrath, Rock. 40; Election Law)
HB 1285, establishing an interagency task force to determine if New Hampshire may implement an R-PACER
program. (Muns, Rock. 29; Balboni, Rock. 38; Bridle, Rock. 29; Darby, Hills. 11; de Vries, Rock. 29; Edgar, Rock.
29; Knab, Rock. 12; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)
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HB 1286, relative to the practice of dentistry and when x-rays are required. (Drago, Rock. 4; DeVito, Rock. 8;
Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Peternel, Carr. 6; Pauer, Hills. 36; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Wherry, Hills. 13; Sabourin
dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1287, adopting the federal definition of “veteran.” (Corcoran, Hills. 28; State-Federal Relations and
Veterans Affairs)

HB 1288, relative to enabling school administrative units to adopt budget caps. (Vose, Rock. 5; Barbour,
Hills. 35; Drye, Sull. 7; Hill, Merr. 2; Pauer, Hills. 36; Lang, Dist 2; Sullivan, Dist 18; Education Funding)
HB 1289-FN, criminalizing the use of small unmanned aircraft systems for the purpose of video voyeurism
and the invasion of the right to privacy. (Wood, Merr. 13; Tenczar, Hills. 1; Roy, Rock. 31; Bernardy, Rock.
36; Post, Hills. 42; Panek, Hills. 1; Birdsell, Dist 19; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1290, relative to customer energy storage. (McGhee, Hills. 35; Caplan, Merr. 8; Cormen, Graf. 15; Avard,
Dist 12; Watters, Dist 4; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1291-FN, criminalizing the use of small unmanned aircraft systems for the purposes of flying over critical
infrastructure and events without authorization. (Wood, Merr. 13; Tenczar, Hills. 1; Post, Hills. 42; Panek,
Hills. 1; Birdsell, Dist 19; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1292-FN, expanding the right to try act to include certain qualifying severe illness and permitting certain
regenerative stem cell therapies under the act. (Layon, Rock. 13; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Popovici-Muller, Rock.
17; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; DeVito, Rock. 8; Polozov, Merr. 10; Aures, Merr.
13; Murphy, Dist 16; Sullivan, Dist 18; Judiciary)

HB 1293, taxing certain properties owned by charitable or non-profit organizations. (Bolton, Graf. 8; Schamberg,
Merr. 6; Ways and Means)

HB 1294-FN, relative to speed regulation on Route 125 in Brentwood. (Litchfield, Rock. 32; L. Miner, Rock.
7; DeVito, Rock. 8; Weyler, Rock. 14; Gannon, Dist 23; Transportation)

HB 1295, relative to eligibility requirements for charitable and nonprofit housing projects. (Dunn, Rock. 16;
Ankarberg, Straf. 7; Aures, Merr. 13; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Panek, Hills. 1; Pauer, Hills. 36; Perez, Rock. 16; Wood,
Merr. 13; Housing)

HB 1296, relative to the conditions for, and procedures for the adoption of, the elderly tax exemption. (E.
Kelly, Merr. 8; Almy, Graf. 17; Ames, Ches. 13; Caplan, Merr. 8; Cloutier, Sull. 6; Damon, Sull. 8; Hakken-
Phillips, Graf. 12; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Wallner, Merr. 19; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1297, relative to property owned pursuant to the public trust doctrine. (Newsom, Merr. 9; Judiciary)
HB 1298, relative to the disposal of electronic ballot counting device external memory devices. (Berry, Hills.
44; Election Law)

HB 1299, permitting classification of individuals based on biological sex under certain limited circumstances
and establishing that certain biological sex distinctions do not qualify as discrimination. (Kofalt, Hills. 32;
Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; DeVito, Rock. 8; Noble, Hills. 2; Notter, Hills. 12; Sheehan, Hills. 43; Sirois, Hills.
32; Avard, Dist 12; Innis, Dist 7; Sullivan, Dist 18; Ward, Dist 8; Judiciary)

HB 1300, changing the state’s congressional districts. (Ankarberg, Straf. 7; Innis, Dist 7; Election Law)
HB 1301-FN, increasing certain mooring fees and directing such funds to the cyanobacteria mitigation loan
and grant fund. (J. MacDonald, Carr. 6; R. Brown, Carr. 8; Crawford, Carr. 3; Damon, Sull. 8; Darby, Hills.
11; Ebel, Merr. 7; Hamblen, Carr. 3; Walker, Straf. 19; Peternel, Carr. 6; Rung, Hills. 12; McConkey, Dist 3;
Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1302, relative to post-arrest photograph distribution by law enforcement officers. (Popovici-Muller, Rock.
17; Spillane, Rock. 2; Wheeler, Hills. 33; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1303, authorizing municipalities to adopt zoning ordinances related to the protection, management, or
replacement of tree canopy. (Vail, Hills. 6; Caplan, Merr. 8; Cloutier, Sull. 6; Haskins, Rock. 11; Howland, Straf.
20; Petrigno, Hills. 43; Spier, Hills. 6; Watters, Dist 4; Altschiller, Dist 24; Municipal and County Government)
HB 1304, requiring guide examinations to be administered by conservation officers. (Burnham, Straf. 2;
Bailey, Straf. 2; Peternel, Carr. 6; Potenza, Straf. 19; Fish and Game and Marine Resources)

HB 1305, enabling the use of telehealth to deliver veterinary care. (Litchfield, Rock. 32; Pauer, Hills. 36;
Notter, Hills. 12; Peternel, Carr. 6; L. Miner, Rock. 7; Moffett, Merr. 4; S. Smith, Sull. 3; Gannon, Dist 23;
McGough, Dist 11; Lang, Dist 2; Sullivan, Dist 18; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1306, relative to the counting of absentee ballots. (Burnham, Straf. 2; Wood, Merr. 13; Wherry, Hills. 13;
DeRoy, Straf. 3; Gray, Dist 6; Election Law)

HB 1307, establishing a statutory commission to study the development of a statewide comprehensive civics
curriculum. (Luneau, Merr. 9; Lynn, Rock. 17; Petrigno, Hills. 43; Bricchi, Merr. 15; Damon, Sull. 8; Education
Policy and Administration)

HB 1308-FN, relative to increasing the penalty for passing a stopped school bus. (Giasson, Hills. 29; Layon,
Rock. 13; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Markell, Rock. 18; Mazur, Hills. 44; Miller, Straf. 21; Reinfurt, Hills. 29;
Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)
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HB 1309, relative to town meeting warrants. (Potenza, Straf. 19; Berry, Hills. 44; Burnham, Straf. 2;
Korzen, Coos 7; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Wherry, Hills. 13; Murphy, Dist 16; Sullivan, Dist 18; Municipal and County
Government)

HB 1310, relative to state licensed or certified real estate appraisers. (Grote, Rock. 24; C. McGuire, Merr. 27;
Layon, Rock. 13; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1311-FN-A, establishing a regulatory analysis fund to evaluate the economic impact of proposed rules
and making an appropriation therefor. (Layon, Rock. 13; Finance)

HB 1312, relative to the authority of various boards. (Layon, Rock. 13; Grote, Rock. 24; Reardon, Dist 15;
Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1313-FN, repealing buffer zones for reproductive health care facilities. (Aures, Merr. 13; Belcher, Carr.
4; Granger, Straf. 2; Thibault, Merr. 25; Wood, Merr. 13; Judiciary)

HB 1314-FN, enabling minors to apply for a freshwater fishing application without paying a fee. (H. Howard,
Straf. 4; Ankarberg, Straf. 7; Wade, Straf. 15; Spillane, Rock. 2; Thibault, Merr. 25; Coker, Belk. 2; D. Germana,
Ches. 1; Fenton, Dist 10; Fish and Game and Marine Resources)

HB 1315, relative to the sale of tobacco products, e-cigarettes, devices, e-liquids, or alternative nicotine products.
(Hunt, Ches. 14; Innis, Dist 7; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1316, restricting the collection and disclosure of autism-related data by state agencies. (Foss, Hills. 41;
Butler, Straf. 12; Wade, Straf. 15; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1317, relative to patient privacy protections. (H. Howard, Straf. 4; Wade, Straf. 15; Butler, Straf. 12;
Muns, Rock. 29; Damon, Sull. 8; LaMontagne, Straf. 17; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Weinstein, Rock. 10; Watters,
Dist 4; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1318, renewing the committee to study non-pharmacological treatment options for patients with chronic
pain. (Nagel, Belk. 6; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Lundgren, Rock. 16; Miles, Hills. 12; Roy, Rock. 31; Tellez, Hills.
40; Woods, Merr. 30; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Watters, Dist 4; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1319, enabling towns, village districts, or school districts to adopt or rescind a local fiscal accountability
committee for towns and schools. (Pauer, Hills. 36; Cambrils, Merr. 4; Janigian, Rock. 25; Kofalt, Hills. 32;
Osborne, Rock. 2; S. Smith, Sull. 3; Weyler, Rock. 14; Peternel, Carr. 6; Vose, Rock. 5; McGough, Dist 11;
Murphy, Dist 16; Innis, Dist 7; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1320, establishing a study committee to analyze past, present, and potential funding sources for the
New Hampshire state council on the arts. (Wilhelm, Hills. 21; Bridle, Rock. 29; Executive Departments and
Administration)

HB 1321, relative to the regulation of the provision of elective intravenous therapy. (Wade, Straf. 15; H.
Howard, Straf. 4; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1322-FN, reestablishing the judicial conduct commission. (Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Bailey, Straf.
2; Burnham, Straf. 2; DeRoy, Straf. 3; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Nalevanko, Ches. 9; Potenza, Straf. 19; Sirois,
Hills. 32; Terry, Belk. 7; Judiciary)

HB 1323-FN, relative to parental alienation. (Rice, Hills. 38; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Markell, Rock. 18; Packard,
Rock. 16; DeSimone, Rock. 18; Osborne, Rock. 2; Nelson, Rock. 13; Bryer, Rock. 1; Avard, Dist 12; Sullivan,
Dist 18; Abbas, Dist 22; Lang, Dist 2; Children and Family Law)

HB 1324, exempting the land and buildings of Masonic lodges and associations from property taxation. (Rice,
Hills. 38; Packard, Rock. 16; Sullivan, Dist 18; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1325, enabling supervisors of the checklist to correct the checklist on any day of the week. (Kuttab, Rock.
17; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Wherry, Hills. 13; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Election Law)

HB 1326, relative to special elections. (Long, Hills. 26; Election Law)

HB 1327, relative to the definition of commercially-zoned land. (B. Boyd, Hills. 12; Grote, Rock. 24; Panek, Hills.
1; Parshall, Ches. 8; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Tierney, Coos 1; Flanagan, Hills. 45; Nelson, Rock. 13; Gannon, Dist
23; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1328-FN, relative to alcohol and other drug use professionals. (Grote, Rock. 24; Layon, Rock. 13; C.
McGuire, Merr. 27; Schmidt, Straf. 14; Pearl, Dist 17; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Executive Departments and
Administration)

HB 1329, requiring the secretary of state to add voters’ ages to the voter file. (Wilhelm, Hills. 21; Election Law)
HB 1330, allowing all registered voters to vote in state and presidential primaries regardless of declared party
affiliation. (Coker, Belk. 2; Bridle, Rock. 29; Girard, Sull. 6; Hicks, Merr. 24; A. Murray, Hills. 20; Veilleux,
Hills. 34; Rice, Hills. 38; Election Law)

HB 1331, enabling the town of Derry to absorb the Derry cooperative school district. (Layon, Rock. 13; Love,
Rock. 13; Potucek, Rock. 13; Tripp, Rock. 13; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1332, relative to Gold Star Mother’s Day. (Wade, Straf. 15; Moffett, Merr. 4; Grote, Rock. 24; Barton,
Graf. 1; Rollins, Sull. 3; Balboni, Rock. 38; Long, Hills. 26; Giasson, Hills. 29; Watters, Dist 4; Fenton, Dist
10; Legislative Administration)
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HB 1333-FN, relative to nonconsensual provision of medication intended to terminate a pregnancy and the
homicide of a fetus. (Aures, Merr. 13; Granger, Straf. 2; Love, Rock. 13; Noble, Hills. 2; Notter, Hills. 12;
Sellers, Graf. 10; Wood, Merr. 13; Judiciary)

HB 1334, removing the authority of the education freedom accounts scholarship organization to make decisions
about certain educational expenses. (Porcelli, Rock. 19; Nadeau, Rock. 4; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; Education
Policy and Administration)

HB 1335, requiring health care providers to disclose to patients indirect financial incentives received by
the provider. (Wherry, Hills. 13; Litchfield, Rock. 32; McGrath, Rock. 40; Health, Human Services and
Elderly Affairs)

HB 1336-FN, allowing exceptions to the cap on residential security deposits for applicants not meeting standard
approval criteria. (Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; A. Murray, Hills. 20; Osborne, Rock. 2; Miles, Hills. 12; S. Minor,
Belk. 5; Reinfurt, Hills. 29; Housing)

HB 1337, repealing the New Hampshire council on autism spectrum disorders. (W. MacDonald, Rock. 16;
Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1338, restricting abortion providers from the definition of charitable organization for the purposes of
games of chance. (Sellers, Graf. 10; Panek, Hills. 1; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Ways and Means)

HB 1339, prohibiting the discrimination against cash buyers in business transactions. (Notter, Hills. 12; Bean,
Belk. 6; Cambrils, Merr. 4; Mooney, Hills. 12; Gannon, Dist 23; Avard, Dist 12; Sullivan, Dist 18; Commerce
and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1340, limiting occupational regulations to those demonstrably necessary to achieve public health, safety,
or welfare objectives. (Slottje, Hills. 13; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Executive Departments and Administration)
HB 1341, establishing a committee to investigate the department of education’s actions regarding school
administrative unit 6. (Luneau, Merr. 9; Damon, Sull. 8; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1342, restricting access to certain information relative to voters subject to the Uniformed and Overseas
Citizens Absentee Voting Act. (McGrath, Rock. 40; Bernardy, Rock. 36; DeVito, Rock. 8; Mary Murphy, Hills.
27; Porcelli, Rock. 19; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Wherry, Hills. 13; Election Law)

HB 1343, allowing remote and hybrid meetings for the governing body of the organization of unit owners.
(Lucas, Graf. 7; Almy, Graf. 17; Weber, Ches. 5; Bolton, Graf. 8; Horrigan, Straf. 10; Housing)

HB 1344, relative to intermunicipal compacts. (Sweeney, Rock. 25; Municipal and County Government)
HB 1345, requiring schools to establish rules related to the display of flags and designate students at each
school to serve as the school’s color guard. (Thibault, Merr. 25; Moffett, Merr. 4; Morse, Merr. 3; Nadeau,
Rock. 4; Perez, Rock. 16; Ulery, Hills. 13; Plante, Merr. 27; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Innis, Dist 7; Pearl, Dist 17;
Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1346-FN, authorizing the director of the police standards and training council to detail law enforcement
training specialists employed by the council for law enforcement and crowd control services. (Roy, Rock. 31;
Rhodes, Ches. 17; Gannon, Dist 23; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1347, relative to health care provider networks and referrals. (Tellez, Hills. 40; Nagel, Belk. 6; Commerce
and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1348, relative to possession of human remains for law enforcement training purposes. (Roy, Rock. 31;
Devoid, Merr. 1; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Spillane, Rock. 2; Birdsell, Dist 19; Gannon, Dist
23; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1349, relative to exemptions from multi-family zoning requirements for small or low-density communities.
(Meuse, Rock. 37; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Housing)

HB 1350-FN, relative to antique motor vehicles. (Farrington, Straf. 8; Giasson, Hills. 29; Granger, Straf. 2;
Litchfield, Rock. 32; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Innis, Dist 7; Transportation)

HB 1351, relative to uniform municipal standards for regulation of home-based businesses. (Beaulier, Graf.
1; Cole, Hills. 26; Osborne, Rock. 2; Dumont, Hills. 13; Sweeney, Rock. 25; Ulery, Hills. 13; Miles, Hills. 12;
Farrington, Straf. 8; Reinfurt, Hills. 29; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1352, relative to payment and dispute resolution for medical bills under workers compensation.
(MacKenzie, Hills. 40; Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services)

HB 1353, relative to discounted motor vehicle insurance premiums for voluntary safety inspections. (Wade,
Straf. 15; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Muns, Rock. 29; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1354-FN, authorizing the division of motor vehicles to issue license plate decals for amateur radio operators.
(Thackston, Ches. 12; Transportation)

HB 1355, relative to eliminating the default budget from the official ballot referenda. (Noble, Hills. 2; Ammon,
Hills. 42; Aures, Merr. 13; Berry, Hills. 44; Drago, Rock. 4; Labrie, Hills. 2; Layon, Rock. 13; Tom Mannion,
Hills. 1; Pauer, Hills. 36; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1356-FN, relative to the statute of limitations for bringing a private right of action for violation of the
statute prohibiting medical procedures and treatments intended to alter a minor’s gender. (Wherry, Hills.
13; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Layon, Rock. 13; Mazur, Hills. 44; Peternel, Carr. 6; Potenza, Straf. 19; McGrath, Rock.
40; Ford, Rock. 3; Judiciary)
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HB 1357, permitting in all residentially zoned areas by right the placement of newly constructed manufactured
homes. (Osborne, Rock. 2; Rice, Hills. 38; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Berry, Hills. 44; Murphy, Dist 16; Housing)
HB 1358, establishing a commission to study transitioning all public schools to public charter schools and relative
to the method for converting to a charter school. (Osborne, Rock. 2; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1359, relative to municipal association lobbying dues. (Osborne, Rock. 2; Legislative Administration)
HB 1360, establishing a legislative commission on municipal association oversight. (Osborne, Rock. 2;
Legislative Administration)

HB 1361, relative to the procedure concerning search warrant inventories. (Roy, Rock. 31; Lascelles, Hills.
14; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; Proulx, Hills. 15; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Birdsell, Dist 19; Gannon, Dist 23; Criminal
Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1362, adding steering and suspension specifications relative to requirements for the equipment of motor
vehicles. (T. Walsh, Merr. 10; Transportation)

HB 1363, relative to employee candidate background checks. (Roy, Rock. 31; Devoid, Merr. 1; Lascelles, Hills.
14; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; Paquette, Hills. 25; Reinfurt, Hills. 29; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Birdsell, Dist 19; Gannon,
Dist 23; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1364-FN, requiring quarterly reports from counties, municipalities, or any other political subdivisions of
the state that enter into certain agreements with the federal government concerning assistance with federal
immigration enforcement. (A. Murray, Hills. 20; M. Murray, Hills. 37; Meuse, Rock. 37; Tom Mannion, Hills.
1; Tellez, Hills. 40; Manos, Rock. 12; Watters, Dist 4; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1365, relative to applications for licenses to carry a loaded pistol or revolver. (McFarlane, Graf. 18; Popovici-
Muller, Rock. 17; Thibault, Merr. 25; Layon, Rock. 13; Giasson, Hills. 29; Sirois, Hills. 32; Tim Mannion, Hills.
1; Corcoran, Hills. 28; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Innis, Dist 7; Murphy, Dist 16; Criminal Justice and
Public Safety)

HB 1366-FN, relative to military orders of protection. (Roy, Rock. 31; Devoid, Merr. 1; Paquette, Hills. 25;
Rhodes, Ches. 17; Birdsell, Dist 19; Carson, Dist 14; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1367-FN, establishing a criminal offense of doxing. (Roy, Rock. 31; Devoid, Merr. 1; D. Mannion, Rock. 25;
Paquette, Hills. 25; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Birdsell, Dist 19; Gannon, Dist 23; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)
HB 1368, establishing a committee to study the availability of and access to primary care providers, especially
in rural areas of the state. (Oppel, Graf. 9; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1369, relative to the manner of posting the warrant for a special town meeting. (Beaulier, Graf. 1; Barton,
Graf. 1; Berry, Hills. 44; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1370, relative to the reporting requirements for the identification and accommodation of gifted and
talented students. (Litchfield, Rock. 32; Morse, Merr. 3; Pauer, Hills. 36; Thibault, Merr. 25; L. Miner, Rock.
7; Moffett, Merr. 4; Terry, Belk. 7; Gannon, Dist 23; Ward, Dist 8; Education Policy and Administration)
HB 1371, prohibiting application fees for residential rental agreements. (Lucas, Graf. 7; Booras, Hills. 8;
Read, Rock. 10; Hegner, Hills. 41; Hicks, Merr. 24; Housing)

HB 1372, establishing a commission to study the feasibility of reestablishing a state psychiatric hospital
for adults with severe mental illness. (Sweeney, Rock. 25; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Berry, Hills. 44; Health,
Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1373, relative to background check disqualifications for applicants seeking educator credentials. (Litchfield,
Rock. 32; Nadeau, Rock. 4; Thibault, Merr. 25; Noble, Hills. 2; Drye, Sull. 7; Gannon, Dist 23; Education Policy
and Administration)

HB 1374, relative to the procedures for withdrawal from a cooperative school district. (Mary Murphy, Hills.
27; Colcombe, Hills. 30; Ford, Rock. 3; Peeples, Hills. 14; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Porcelli, Rock. 19; P. Brown,
Rock. 14; Ward, Dist 8; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1375, prohibiting landlords from charging more than one application fee per tenant every 12 months.
(Read, Rock. 10; Wheeler, Hills. 33; Housing)

HB 1376, relative to a parent’s ability to raise their child in a manner consistent with the child’s biological
sex. (Korzen, Coos 7; Kesselring, Hills. 18; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Mazur, Hills. 44; Prudhomme-O’Brien, Rock.
13; Reinfurt, Hills. 29; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Sirois, Hills. 32; Thibault, Merr. 25; Murphy, Dist
16; Avard, Dist 12; Children and Family Law)

HB 1377, allowing parents to make alternative caregiver arrangements for their children without transfer-
ring guardianship. (Long, Hills. 26; Children and Family Law)

HB 1378, relative to parental access to a minor child’s electronic medical records. (Litchfield, Rock. 32; Love,
Rock. 13; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Giasson, Hills. 29; Peternel, Carr. 6; L. Miner, Rock. 7; Korzen, Coos 7; DeVito,
Rock. 8; Polozov, Merr. 10; Gannon, Dist 23; Sullivan, Dist 18; Children and Family Law)

HB 1379, relative to the reporting date for the annual complaint data. (Litchfield, Rock. 32; Tenczar, Hills.
1; Noble, Hills. 2; Freeman, Belk. 8; Drye, Sull. 7; Terry, Belk. 7; Gannon, Dist 23; Ward, Dist 8; Education
Policy and Administration)
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HB 1380-LOCAL, requiring the assessment of real property and land be based on replacement or cost-based
value. (Potenza, Straf. 19; Burnham, Straf. 2; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Grote, Rock. 24; Osborne, Rock. 2; Wheeler,
Hills. 33; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1381, extending the time of the party filing period. (Wilhelm, Hills. 21; Berry, Hills. 44; Election Law)
HB 1382, relative to proof of citizenship for overseas voters voting under the Uniformed and Overseas
Citizens Absentee Voting Act. (McGrath, Rock. 40; Bernardy, Rock. 36; DeVito, Rock. 8; Ford, Rock. 3;
Korzen, Coos 7; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; Porcelli, Rock. 19; Sabourin dit Choiniere,
Rock. 30; Wherry, Hills. 13; Election Law)

HB 1383, relative to methods for overriding local tax caps. (Turer, Rock. 6; Gruber, Ches. 16; Municipal and
County Government)

HB 1384, relative to reporting requirements for persons or entities financing lawsuits. (Cole, Hills. 26; Aures,
Merr. 13; Kesselring, Hills. 18; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Ouellet, Coos 3; Post, Hills. 42; Wood, Merr. 13; Hunt, Ches.
14; Birdsell, Dist 19; Gannon, Dist 23; Reardon, Dist 15; Judiciary)

HB 1385, prohibiting the use of negative property tax rates in certain municipalities. (Markell, Rock. 18; Lynn,
Rock. 17; W. MacDonald, Rock. 16; Nelson, Rock. 13; L. Walsh, Rock. 15; Municipal and County Government)
HB 1386, enabling citizens in a municipality to vote to require that a financial audit of the local school district
take place. (Andrus, Merr. 5; Cambrils, Merr. 4; Comtois, Belk. 7; Perez, Rock. 16; See, Merr. 26; Tripp, Rock.
13; Turcotte, Straf. 4; Wood, Merr. 13; Pearl, Dist 17; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1387, repealing limiting liability for certain design features of firearms. (Selig, Straf. 10; Horrigan, Straf.
10; Meuse, Rock. 37; Muns, Rock. 29; Bay, Straf. 21; Seibert, Hills. 21; Altschiller, Dist 24; Perkins Kwoka,
Dist 21; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1388, relative to the form of ballot for amendments to the constitution. (Wherry, Hills. 13; Burnham,
Straf. 2; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Wood, Merr. 13; Election Law)

HB 1389, relative to PFAS facility liability. (N. Murphy, Hills. 12; Muns, Rock. 29; Meuse, Rock. 37; N.
Germana, Ches. 15; Lascelles, Hills. 14; Dunn, Rock. 16; Rung, Hills. 12; Donnelly, Rock. 25; W. Thomas,
Hills. 12; Ebel, Merr. 7; Watters, Dist 4; Altschiller, Dist 24; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Judiciary)

HB 1390, designating the apple cider doughnut the official doughnut of the state of New Hampshire. (Telerski,
Hills. 11; Harriott-Gathright, Hills. 10; Chourasia, Hills. 11; Jack, Hills. 10; Wade, Straf. 15; Rosenwald, Dist
13; Fenton, Dist 10; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1391, establishing a commission to study the implementation of a single ballot primary election. (Colby,
Merr. 9; A. Murray, Hills. 20; J. Sullivan, Graf. 2; Bay, Straf. 21; Coker, Belk. 2; Bricchi, Merr. 15; Perkins
Kwoka, Dist 21; Election Law)

HB 1392, removing the ability of the governing body or budget committee to give a written recommenda-
tion about a warrant article on the ballot. (Noble, Hills. 2; Berry, Hills. 44; Labrie, Hills. 2; Mazur, Hills. 44;
Granger, Straf. 2; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Potenza, Straf. 19; Farrington, Straf. 8; Murphy, Dist 16; Municipal
and County Government)

HB 1393, relative to the definition of public servant and the offense of official oppression. (Long, Hills. 26;
Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1394, enabling the municipal officers to place a proposed charter amendment on the ballot that changes
the form of government of the municipality. (Sweeney, Rock. 25; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1395, relative to the annual proclamation of “New Hampshire Day at the Big E.” (Drye, Sull. 7; Comtois,
Belk. 7; Damon, Sull. 8; J. Aron, Sull. 4; M. Aron, Sull. 8; Bricchi, Merr. 15; Spilsbury, Sull. 3; Pearl, Dist 17;
Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1396, relative to vacancies in state offices. (Sweeney, Rock. 25; Berry, Hills. 44; Election Law)

HB 1397, relative to the notice to abutters for the intent to cut. (Wheeler, Hills. 33; Girard, Sull. 6; Maggiore,
Rock. 23; D. Germana, Ches. 1; Giasson, Hills. 29; Pauer, Hills. 36; Fenton, Dist 10; Resources, Recreation
and Development)

HB 1398, establishing a committee to study the resources available for response to air quality incidents across
the state. (M. Murray, Hills. 37; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1399-FN, making an appropriation to the Claremont school district for costs associated with a building
renovation project from the revenue stabilization reserve account. (Damon, Sull. 8; Girard, Sull. 6; Luneau,
Merr. 9; E. Kelly, Merr. 8; Selig, Straf. 10; Cahill, Rock. 10; Caplan, Merr. 8; Altschiller, Dist 24; Finance)
HB 1400, creating a property tax exemption and credit opt-out mechanism. (J. Smith, Carr. 5; Avellani, Carr.
4; J. MacDonald, Carr. 6; Peternel, Carr. 6; Spillane, Rock. 2; Turcotte, Straf. 4; McConkey, Dist 3; Municipal
and County Government)

HB 1401, amending the meaning of scholarship organization as it pertains to education freedom accounts.
(Litchfield, Rock. 32; Nelson, Rock. 13; Peeples, Hills. 14; Porcelli, Rock. 19; Gannon, Dist 23; Ward, Dist 8;
Lang, Dist 2; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1402, relative to credentials for the position of superintendent of schools. (Damon, Sull. 8; Cloutier, Sull.
6; Fellows, Graf. 8; Weinstein, Rock. 10; Bricchi, Merr. 15; Education Policy and Administration)
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HB 1403, relative to credentials for the position of school business administrator. (Damon, Sull. 8; Ebel, Merr.
7; Balboni, Rock. 38; Fellows, Graf. 8; Bricchi, Merr. 15; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1404, establishing a study committee to study the equitable division of property in divorce proceedings.
(Barton, Graf. 1; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Spillane, Rock. 2; Children and Family Law)
HB 1405-FN, relative to the housing finance authority’s affordable housing guarantee program. (Muns, Rock.
29; Booras, Hills. 8; de Vries, Rock. 29; Hegner, Hills. 41; Howland, Straf. 20; Lane, Merr. 16; Maggiore, Rock.
23; D. Paige, Carr. 1; Read, Rock. 10; Stavis, Graf. 13; Altschiller, Dist 24; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Housing)
HB 1406, prohibiting health carriers from using artificial intelligence to change the clinical judgment of a
provider. (Gregg, Hills. 7; Nagel, Belk. 6; Grossman, Rock. 11; LaMontagne, Straf. 17; M. Pearson, Rock. 34;
Tellez, Hills. 40; Salvi, Hills. 9; Manohar, Hills. 9; N. Murphy, Hills. 12; Long, Dist 20; Birdsell, Dist 19;
Prentiss, Dist 5; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1407, enabling veterinary technicians to provide rabies vaccinations while indirectly supervised by a
veterinarian. (Long, Hills. 26; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1408-FN, prohibiting public disclosure of personal information on the Internet by an elected official. (A.
Murray, Hills. 20; Hegner, Hills. 41; Haskins, Rock. 11; C. Harvey, Ches. 6; Manohar, Hills. 9; Lucas, Graf.
7; Lovett, Graf. 8; Vail, Hills. 6; O’'Rorke, Ches. 7; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1409-FN, modifying the deposit of revenues collected from video lottery terminals. (Ames, Ches. 13;
Luneau, Merr. 9; Damon, Sull. 8; Preece, Hills. 17; Cornell, Hills. 22; Oppel, Graf. 9; Spahr, Graf. 12; Almy,
Graf. 17; K. Murray, Rock. 22; Hakken-Phillips, Graf. 12; Fenton, Dist 10; Ways and Means)

HB 1410-FN, creating a new classification for electric vehicles. (T. Walsh, Merr. 10; St. Clair, Belk. 5;
Veilleux, Hills. 34; Hill, Merr. 2; Transportation)

HB 1411-FN, directing the state treasurer to withhold payments owed by the state to the federal government
where the state has been deprived of federal aid as a result of presidential executive order. (Simpson, Rock.
33; Wade, Straf. 15; D. Paige, Carr. 1; Cloutier, Sull. 6; Bay, Straf. 21; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Muirhead,
Graf. 12; Miller, Straf. 21; Hakken-Phillips, Graf. 12; Malloy, Rock. 24; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Perkins Kwoka,
Dist 21; Finance)

HB 1412, relative to the display of flags in schools and compliance with the federal flag code. (Horrigan, Straf.
10; Swanson, Hills. 5; Burton, Straf. 10; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1413-FN, reinstituting the death penalty in cases of capital murder. (Trottier, Belk. 8; Tenczar, Hills. 1;
Bordes, Belk. 5; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1414, relative to establishing conditions for dog access to state parks. (Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Spillane,
Rock. 2; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Cloutier, Sull. 6; O’'Rorke, Ches. 7; Hegner, Hills. 41; Leishman, Hills. 33; Manohar,
Hills. 9; Fellows, Graf. 8; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1415-FN, establishing a special veterans license plate and creates a fund and administrative programs
from the proceeds of the sale of such plates. (Roy, Rock. 31; Devoid, Merr. 1; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; Rhodes,
Ches. 17; Birdsell, Dist 19; Gannon, Dist 23; Transportation)

HB 1416, prohibits certain government regulations regarding pregnancy resource centers in connection
with abortion and contraception service offerings. (Farrington, Straf. 8; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Notter, Hills. 12;
Osborne, Rock. 2; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Perez, Rock. 16; Sellers, Graf. 10; Thibault, Merr. 25; Granger,
Straf. 2; Bennett, Rock. 4; Avard, Dist 12; Judiciary)

HB 1417-FN, enabling municipalities, cities, and towns to adopt a land value tax system and making an
appropriation therefor. (Sweeney, Rock. 25; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1418, setting a minimum affirmative vote for new or expanded spending for SB 2 towns. (Berry, Hills.
44; Election Law)

HB 1419, establishing a commission to study whether a court with specialized jurisdiction over corporate,
commercial, and equitable matters should be established. (McFarlane, Graf. 18; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Mary
Murphy, Hills. 27; Osborne, Rock. 2; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Sweeney, Rock. 25; Ulery, Hills. 13; Wherry,
Hills. 13; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Judiciary)

HB 1420-FN, creating a temporary local newspaper advertisement tax credit. (Perez, Rock. 16; Andrus, Merr.
5; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Panek, Hills. 1; Ankarberg, Straf. 7; Kuttab, Rock. 17;
Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Ways and Means)

HB 1421-FN, modifying title exemptions for motor vehicles manufactured before the year 2000. (Granger,
Straf. 2; Giasson, Hills. 29; Transportation)

HB 1422, relative to the time to petition for a new trial. (Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Corcoran, Hills. 28; Sabourin
dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Berch, Ches. 6; Judiciary)

HB 1423-FN, relative to the offense of improper influence. (Ammon, Hills. 42; Giasson, Hills. 29; Thibault,
Merr. 25; Sirois, Hills. 32; Aures, Merr. 13; Labrie, Hills. 2; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Belcher, Carr. 4;
Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1424, relative to services of a summons. (Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Lynn, Rock. 17; Booras, Hills. 8;
Criminal Justice and Public Safety)
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HB 1425-FN, relative to the development of an online wetlands permit processing system. (Donnelly, Rock.
25; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1426-FN, requiring the department of environmental services to employ certified personnel in each
program area. (Kesselring, Hills. 18; Cole, Hills. 26; Morse, Merr. 3; Markell, Rock. 18; Morton, Hills. 39;
Drew, Hills. 19; Dupont, Hills. 20; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1427-FN, limiting the authority of a municipality, county, or school district to issue bonds. (McFarlane,
Graf. 18; Corcoran, Hills. 28; Berry, Hills. 44; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; D. Kelley, Hills.
32; McGrath, Rock. 40; Bjelobrk, Graf. 5; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1428, relative to the procedure for complaints submitted to the attorney general’s office’s criminal justice
bureau, public integrity unit. (Flanagan, Hills. 45; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1429-FN, enabling ballot counting to be paused in certain circumstances. (Dargie, Hills. 43; Petrigno,
Hills. 43; Election Law)

HB 1430-FN, relative to title registration requirements for motorcycles. (Read, Rock. 10; Giasson, Hills. 29;
Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Transportation)

HB 1431-FN, restricting the use of neonicotinoid pesticides. (J. MacDonald, Carr. 6; Crawford, Carr. 3; Damon,
Sull. 8; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Peternel, Carr. 6; Rung, Hills. 12; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1432, relative to electric utility rate classification and cost allocation for condominium associations. (Manos,
Rock. 12; Cormen, Graf. 15; Knab, Rock. 12; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Housing)

HB 1433-FN, creating a child care tax credit for qualifying businesses. (Kuttab, Rock. 17; Drye, Sull. 7;
Janigian, Rock. 25; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; Mooney, Hills. 12; Schamberg, Merr. 6; D. Paige, Carr. 1; Rice,
Hills. 38; Ohm, Hills. 10; L. Walsh, Rock. 15; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Reardon, Dist 15; Birdsell, Dist 19; Sullivan,
Dist 18; Ways and Means)

HB 1434-L, enabling municipalities to vote to allow the sale of Keno. (Turcotte, Straf. 4; Kuttab, Rock. 17;
B. Boyd, Hills. 12; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Nelson, Rock. 13; Porcelli, Rock. 19; Preece, Hills. 17; Gilman, Rock.
11; Fracht, Graf. 16; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1435-FN, relative to changes to the Winnipesaukee river basin control replacement fund. (Bogert, Belk.
5; St. Clair, Belk. 5; Ways and Means)

HB 1436-FN, relative to the classification and protection of personal digital information and cloud-stored files.
(Spillane, Rock. 2; Cole, Hills. 26; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Ammon, Hills. 42; Moffett,
Merr. 4; Kesselring, Hills. 18; Roy, Rock. 31; Corcoran, Hills. 28; Notter, Hills. 12; Judiciary)

HB 1437 - not introduced.

HB 1438, requiring mental health caseworkers to report instances of animal abuse by their clients. (Read,
Rock. 10; Booras, Hills. 8; Lloyd, Hills. 8; Wheeler, Hills. 33; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Executive Departments and
Administration)

HB 1439-FN, relative to exceeding part-time employment hourly limits for members of the New Hampshire
retirement system. (J. MacDonald, Carr. 6; R. Brown, Carr. 8; Crawford, Carr. 3; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Rung,
Hills. 12; J. Smith, Carr. 5; Peternel, Carr. 6; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1440-FN, relative to properties enrolled in carbon sequestration programs. (Ouellet, Coos 3; A. Davis,
Coos 2; Tierney, Coos 1; Durkin, Coos 1; Rochefort, Dist 1; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1441, establishing a commission to study the economic, legal, and sociological aspects of New Hampshire
exerting its sovereign state rights. (Bailey, Straf. 2; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HB 1442-FN, limiting the use of certain facilities on the basis of sex and redefining the term “gender identity.”
(Layon, Rock. 13; Barbour, Hills. 35; Reinfurt, Hills. 29; Peternel, Carr. 6; McGrath, Rock. 40; Popovici-Muller,
Rock. 17; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Mazur, Hills. 44; DeVito, Rock. 8; Love, Rock. 13; Birdsell, Dist
19; Avard, Dist 12; Gannon, Dist 23; Judiciary)

HB 1443-FN, allowing retired state employees to defer earned retirement medical benefits to their surviving
spouse. (Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Executive Departments and Administration)
HB 1444-FN, relative to the purchase or acquisition of certain unmanned aircraft systems. (Moffett, Merr. 4;
Cambrils, Merr. 4; Freeman, Belk. 8; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Notter, Hills. 12; Creighton,
Hills. 30; Pearl, Dist 17; Sullivan, Dist 18; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1445-FN, requiring the issuance of enhanced drivers licenses and Real ID compliant cards for border
crossing and proof of citizenship. (Johnson, Straf. 11; St. Clair, Belk. 5; Veilleux, Hills. 34; Potenza, Straf. 19;
Plamondon, Hills. 3; Miller, Straf. 21; Watters, Dist 4; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Transportation)

HB 1446, providing that an individual’s use of therapeutic cannabis shall not disqualify the individual from
the purchase, ownership, or possession of a firearm. (Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Giasson, Hills. 29; Layon, Rock.
13; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Drew, Hills. 19; Tim Mannion, Hills. 1; Polozov, Merr. 10; Criminal Justice and
Public Safety)

HB 1447, restricting the use of certain public and private facilities on the basis of sex and establishing that
such restriction does not qualify as discrimination. (Mazur, Hills. 44; DeVito, Rock. 8; Harvey-Bolia, Belk.
3; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Korzen, Coos 7; Litchfield, Rock. 32; McGrath, Rock. 40; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27;
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Rock. 13; Reinfurt, Hills. 29; Sullivan, Dist 18; Judiciary)
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HB 1448, prohibiting the use of the World Economic Forum materials within state curriculum. (Morse, Merr.
3; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1449, limiting times vaccine clinics may operate at schools and requiring parents or legal guardians to
be present with their child during the administration of vaccinations at such a clinic. (McGrath, Rock. 40;
DeRoy, Straf. 3; DeVito, Rock. 8; Litchfield, Rock. 32; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Morton, Hills. 39; Perez, Rock. 16;
Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Terry, Belk. 7; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1450, relative to the designation and control of shared facilities in rental properties. (D. Kelley, Hills. 32;
Aldrich, Belk. 6; Bailey, Straf. 2; Sirois, Hills. 32; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Housing)

HB 1451, relative to protecting workers from extreme temperature-related injuries and fatalities in the
workplace. (Muns, Rock. 29; de Vries, Rock. 29; Edgar, Rock. 29; Wade, Straf. 15; Levesque, Straf. 4; LeClerc,
Hills. 34; Altschiller, Dist 24; Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services)

HB 1452-FN, relative to parent-taught driver education as an alternative to traditional driver education
programs. (Ankarberg, Straf. 7; Prout, Hills. 13; Lang, Dist 2; Transportation)

HB 1453, relative to student school board members. (Thibault, Merr. 25; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Litchfield,
Rock. 32; Wheeler, Hills. 33; Innis, Dist 7; Pearl, Dist 17; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1454-FN, relative to the possession of firearms following a court order requiring surrender of firearms
and ammunition. (Markell, Rock. 18; DeSimone, Rock. 18; Lynn, Rock. 17; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)
HB 1455, relative to the criteria for reliable energy sources. (Notter, Hills. 12; Mattson, Ches. 18; Schneller,
Hills. 2; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Vose, Rock. 5; Science, Technology and Energy)
HB 1456, repealing the legislature’s declaration of authority over public education. (Cloutier, Sull. 6; Vail,
Hills. 6; Woods, Merr. 30; Ryan, Hills. 4; N. Murphy, Hills. 12; O’'Rorke, Ches. 7; Hegner, Hills. 41; Burton,
Straf. 10; Haskins, Rock. 11; Spier, Hills. 6; Prentiss, Dist 5; Fenton, Dist 10; Judiciary)

HB 1457-FN, relative to natural organic reduction of human remains. (LaMontagne, Straf. 17; Darby, Hills. 11;
Knab, Rock. 12; Watters, Dist 4; Innis, Dist 7; Murphy, Dist 16; Executive Departments and Administration)
HB 1458-FN, relative to the licensing of massage, reflexology, structural integration, and Asian bodywork
facilities. (Layon, Rock. 13; Harriott-Gathright, Hills. 10; Lascelles, Hills. 14; Tripp, Rock. 13; Executive
Departments and Administration)

HB 1459-FN, standardizing the application of post-retirement part-time hour limits under the New Hampshire
retirement system. (J. MacDonald, Carr. 6; Crawford, Carr. 3; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Rung, Hills. 12; J. Smith,
Carr. 5; Peternel, Carr. 6; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1460-FN, prohibiting the sale of location and other sensitive data regarding children. (Litchfield, Rock.
32; Markell, Rock. 18; Edwards, Rock. 31; L. Miner, Rock. 7; Granger, Straf. 2; Moffett, Merr. 4; Gannon, Dist
23; Murphy, Dist 16; Lang, Dist 2; Sullivan, Dist 18; Children and Family Law)

HB 1461-FN-L, encouraging municipalities with sewage systems to extend system service to neighboring
communities. (Veilleux, Hills. 34; Dargie, Hills. 43; Rung, Hills. 12; B. Boyd, Hills. 12; Dunn, Rock. 16; Pauer,
Hills. 36; Edgar, Rock. 29; Watters, Dist 4; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1462, relative to election law complaints. (Burnham, Straf. 2; Berry, Hills. 44; Bjelobrk, Graf. 5; DeRoy,
Straf. 3; Potenza, Straf. 19; Wherry, Hills. 13; Election Law)

HB 1463-FN, requiring the insurance department to conduct an analysis and produce a report detailing
compliance with the state’s managed care and medical utilization review laws. (Tellez, Hills. 40; Nagel, Belk.
6; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1464-FN, relative to discrimination, harassment, and violence based on political affiliation or opinion.
(Roy, Rock. 31; Burnham, Straf. 2; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1465-FN, establishing mandatory reporting of civil rights violations committed by members of the judiciary.
(Korzen, Coos 7; Bernardy, Rock. 36; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Love, Rock. 13; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; A. Davis,
Coos 2; Potenza, Straf. 19; Belcher, Carr. 4; Judiciary)

HB 1466-FN, relative to obtaining a certificate of title for certain trailers. (T. Walsh, Merr. 10; Hill, Merr.
2; Veilleux, Hills. 34; Coker, Belk. 2; Transportation)

HB 1467-FN, establishing the New Hampshire Seal of Civic Excellence and Engagement program. (D. Paige,
Carr. 1; Moffett, Merr. 4; Cornell, Hills. 22; Carson, Dist 14; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1468, relative to municipal flood resilience planning and the use of planning grants. (Vail, Hills. 6; Damon,
Sull. 8; Cloutier, Sull. 6; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Berch, Ches. 6; W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Ward, Dist 8; Municipal and
County Government)

HB 1469-FN-A, relative to the licensing and inspections requirements for massage therapy establishments, and
making an appropriation therefor. (Foote, Rock. 13; Grote, Rock. 24; Nelson, Rock. 13; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Roy, Rock.
31; Rice, Hills. 38; N. Murphy, Hills. 12; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; Sweeney, Rock. 25; Milz, Rock. 13; Altschiller, Dist
24; Birdsell, Dist 19; Abbas, Dist 22; Gannon, Dist 23; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1470 - not introduced

HB 1471, relative to changes to the state retirement system. (Foote, Rock. 13; Bordes, Belk. 5; D. Mannion,
Rock. 25; Executive Departments and Administration)
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HB 1472, relative to the suspension period in cases involving the administrative appeals unit relative to
licensure or certification concerning lead paint poisoning prevention. (D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Aldrich, Belk. 6;
Bailey, Straf. 2; Sirois, Hills. 32; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1473-FN, relative to the use of agricultural fairground property. (Granger, Straf. 2; Labrie, Hills. 2; C.
McGuire, Merr. 27; Korzen, Coos 7; Farrington, Straf. 8; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Polozov, Merr. 10; Municipal
and County Government)

HB 1474-FN, relative to the formula of distribution of revenue from the meals and rooms tax. (D. McGuire,
Merr. 14; Pauer, Hills. 36; Spilsbury, Sull. 3; Cole, Hills. 26; Layon, Rock. 13; Aures, Merr. 13; Ohm, Hills. 10;
S. Smith, Sull. 3; Murphy, Dist 16; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Sullivan, Dist 18; Birdsell, Dist 19; Ways and Means)
HB 1475-FN, directing the department of energy to study the portion of electric distribution costs attributable
to fixed versus usage-based charges. (Harrington, Straf. 18; Berezhny, Graf. 11; Bernardy, Rock. 36; D. Thomas,
Rock. 16; Vose, Rock. 5; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1476, permitting third-party payment for point-of-entry treatment system and water line installation to
expand access to clean drinking water. (Dunn, Rock. 16; Perez, Rock. 16; Resources, Recreation and Development)
HB 1477-FN, relative to the permitting and regulation of anchored seasonal floating platforms on public
waters. (J. MacDonald, Carr. 6; Crawford, Carr. 3; Damon, Sull. 8; Darby, Hills. 11; Ebel, Merr. 7; Hamblen,
Carr. 3; Rung, Hills. 12; Walker, Straf. 19; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1478-FN, requiring the department of environmental services to revise the rules for proposed new landfills.
(Potenza, Straf. 19; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Barbour, Hills. 35; Burroughs, Carr. 2; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Gruber,
Ches. 16; S. King, Coos 4; Fenton, Dist 10; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Rochefort, Dist 1; Environment and Agriculture)
HB 1479-FN, repealing the motor vehicle registration permit fee. (Ankarberg, Straf. 7; Municipal and County
Government)

HB 1480-FN, raising the meals and rooms tax rate. (Cahill, Rock. 10; Ways and Means)

HB 1481-FN, enabling on-premises licensees to sell drinks made with distilled alcohol for take-out. (Hunt,
Ches. 14; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1482-FN, authorizing the department of motor vehicles to adopt seasonal tourism-themed license plates.
(Cahill, Rock. 10; Grote, Rock. 24; Bridle, Rock. 29; Ouellet, Coos 3; Melvin, Rock. 20; Transportation)

HB 1483-FN, creating a motor vehicle license plate for amateur radio operators. (Ulery, Hills. 13; Transportation)
HB 1484, establishing a state minimum wage and providing for incremental increases. (Staub, Hills. 25; D.
Germana, Ches. 1; Schultz, Merr. 29; Seibert, Hills. 21; Long, Dist 20; Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative
Services)

HB 1485-FN, relative to eligibility and fees for late refund requests of road tolls. (Cormen, Graf. 15; Public
Works and Highways)

HB 1486, prohibiting insurance companies from considering the driving record of household members not
covered by the motor vehicle insurance policy when establishing policy premiums. (Read, Rock. 10; Wheeler,
Hills. 33; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1487-FN, creating an independent commission to propose redistricting maps for the legislature to
consider. (Lane, Merr. 16; Ebel, Merr. 7; Parshall, Ches. 8; Spahr, Graf. 12; J. Sullivan, Graf. 2; Ward,
Rock. 27; Simpson, Rock. 33; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Election Law)

HB 1488, relative to rabies vaccines for animals. (Ammon, Hills. 42; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Environment and
Agriculture)

HB 1489, relative to interstate depositions and discovery. (Lynn, Rock. 17; Berch, Ches. 6; Judiciary)

HB 1490, requiring scholarship organizations to provide written notice to parents explaining the parents’
requirement to provide written notice upon termination of a home education program. (Peternel, Carr.
6; Bennett, Rock. 4; Burnham, Straf. 2; Drye, Sull. 7; Granger, Straf. 2; Layon, Rock. 13; Noble, Hills. 2;
Thibault, Merr. 25; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1491, relative to pooled risk management programs. (Hunt, Ches. 14; Porcelli, Rock. 19; Innis, Dist 7;
Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1492-FN, relative to the regulation and appeal of motor vehicle towing from public highways. (Leishman,
Hills. 33; Cloutier, Sull. 6; Transportation)

HB 1493-FN, relative to health education and requiring pupils to view certain videos demonstrating
gestational development of the heart, brain, and other vital organs. (Sellers, Graf. 10; Scully, Hills. 8;
Panek, Hills. 1; Aures, Merr. 13; Korzen, Coos 7; Drye, Sull. 7; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Farrington, Straf.
8; Murphy, Dist 16; Sullivan, Dist 18; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1494, increasing the maximum amount of the optional veterans’ tax credit, optional combat service tax
credit, and optional surviving spouse tax credit. (Pauer, Hills. 36; Creighton, Hills. 30; Moffett, Merr. 4;
Weyler, Rock. 14; Wheeler, Hills. 33; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Watters, Dist 4; Gannon,
Dist 23; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1495, allowing a reimbursement anticipation note to be used as collateral in certain circumstances.
(Ladd, Graf. 5; Spilsbury, Sull. 3; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Peeples, Hills. 14; Damon, Sull. 8; Innis, Dist 7;
Sullivan, Dist 18; Education Funding)
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HB 1496, repealing the cap on residential parking spaces. (Andrus, Merr. 5; Cambrils, Merr. 4; Comtois,
Belk. 7; Panek, Hills. 1; Perez, Rock. 16; Turcotte, Straf. 4; Housing)

HB 1497, relative to replacing members of local land use boards for certain conduct. (Aylward, Merr. 5;
Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1498, requiring all agendas, minutes, and reports of study committees and statutory commissions be
made available to the public on the general court website and specific state agency websites. (Balboni, Rock.
38; Cornell, Hills. 22; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Knab, Rock. 12; Muns, Rock. 29; Malloy, Rock. 24; Altschiller, Dist
24; Legislative Administration)

HB 1499-FN, relative to additional grounds for eviction under the landlord and tenant statute. (Alexander
Jr., Hills. 29; Bean, Belk. 6; Beaulier, Graf. 1; Berry, Hills. 44; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Osborne, Rock. 2; Sweeney,
Rock. 25; Innis, Dist 7; Lang, Dist 2; Housing)

HB 1500, establishing a commission to study and propose procedures in the event of a state government
shutdown. (Telerski, Hills. 11; Simpson, Rock. 33; B. Sullivan, Sull. 1; Grote, Rock. 24; Ebel, Merr. 7;
Wallner, Merr. 19; Rung, Hills. 12; Almy, Graf. 17; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Fenton, Dist 10; Perkins Kwoka,
Dist 21; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1501-FN, limiting judicial immunity. (DeRoy, Straf. 3; Nalevanko, Ches. 9; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Bailey,
Straf. 2; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Potenza, Straf. 19; Perez, Rock. 16; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Sellers,
Graf. 10; Kaczynski, Straf. 5; Judiciary)

HB 1502, governing special bank and credit union deposits. (Hunt, Ches. 14; Commerce and Consumer
Affairs)

HB 1503, allowing the department of education to allocate funds to create a database of maps of public schools
for emergency use cases. (Ladd, Graf. 5; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Peeples, Hills. 14; Damon, Sull. 8; Kofalt,
Hills. 32; Sullivan, Dist 18; Education Funding)

HB 1504-FN, prohibiting retailers from engaging in price gouging on certain necessary products and services.
(Simpson, Rock. 33; Veilleux, Hills. 34; Gruber, Ches. 16; Telerski, Hills. 11; Hakken-Phillips, Graf. 12; N.
Murphy, Hills. 12; Bixby, Straf. 13; Rung, Hills. 12; Manohar, Hills. 9; Weinstein, Rock. 10; Perkins Kwoka,
Dist 21; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1505-FN, requiring municipalities, towns, and cities to submit documentation to the department of
revenue administration proving they are in compliance with local budget and tax caps. (Pauer, Hills. 36;
Ammon, Hills. 42; Girard, Sull. 6; Granger, Straf. 2; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Lascelles, Hills. 14; McFarlane, Graf.
18; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Sweeney, Rock. 25; Vose, Rock. 5; Avard, Dist 12; Gannon, Dist 23; Murphy, Dist
16; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1506, creating an exception to the restricted uses of artificial intelligence by state agencies. (Cormen,
Graf. 15; Donnelly, Rock. 25; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Muns, Rock. 29; Preece, Hills. 17; Corcoran, Hills. 28;
Prentiss, Dist 5; Watters, Dist 4; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1507, requiring schools to provide a minimum amount of time for recess per day. (M. Murray, Hills. 37;
Harriott-Gathright, Hills. 10; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1508-FN, permitting one-party consent for audio and video recordings in certain instances. (Barton, Graf.
1; Beaulier, Graf. 1; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Thibault, Merr. 25; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Judiciary)

HB 1509-FN, relative to judicial immunity and permitting civil actions against judicial officers for certain
criminal bail decisions. (Trottier, Belk. 8; Comtois, Belk. 7; Bean, Belk. 6; Coker, Belk. 2; Berry, Hills. 44;
Ploszaj, Belk. 1; Judiciary)

HB 1510-FN, relative to responsibility for the custody or control of persons ordered to a county correctional
facility. (Trottier, Belk. 8; Berry, Hills. 44; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1511, relative to the membership of the agriculture in the classroom committee. (Barbour, Hills. 35; J.
Aron, Sull. 4; Bixby, Straf. 13; Comtois, Belk. 7; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Kenny, Hills. 13; Scully, Hills. 8;
Pearl, Dist 17; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1512, allowing municipalities to hold a vote to prevent their residents from receiving education freedom
account vouchers. (Read, Rock. 10; Damon, Sull. 8; Ankarberg, Straf. 7; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Municipal and
County Government)

HB 1513, relative to reporting and transparency reports for the education freedom account program. (Porcelli,
Rock. 19; B. Boyd, Hills. 12; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; Nelson, Rock. 13; Perez, Rock. 16;
Ricciardi, Dist 9; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1514, requiring the department of education and the department of revenue administration to send school
compliance and financial reports to school and school board authorities. (Damon, Sull. 8; Cloutier, Sull. 6;
Balboni, Rock. 38; Rollins, Sull. 3; Bricchi, Merr. 15; Spilsbury, Sull. 3; Peeples, Hills. 14; Education Funding)
HB 1515-FN, repealing the child care grant program administered by the department of health and human
services. (Turcotte, Straf. 4; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; R. Brown, Carr. 8; Perez, Rock. 16; Andrus, Merr. 5; Terry,
Belk. 7; Sirois, Hills. 32; Belcher, Carr. 4; Finance)
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HB 1516-FN, requiring municipalities to produce pie charts, bar charts, and QR codes on property tax bills
depicting where and how tax dollars are being allocated. (Labrie, Hills. 2; Cole, Hills. 26; Drago, Rock. 4;
Drew, Hills. 19; Osborne, Rock. 2; Pauer, Hills. 36; Schneller, Hills. 2; Sweeney, Rock. 25; McGough, Dist 11;
Sullivan, Dist 18; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1517-FN, relative to certain residential property interests controlled by certain entities. (Lascelles, Hills.
14; R. Brown, Carr. 8; T. Dolan, Rock. 16; Lundgren, Rock. 16; McLean, Hills. 15; Ouellet, Coos 3; Rollins,
Sull. 3; Housing)

HB 1518, permitting remote participation at county delegation meetings. (Damon, Sull. 8; B. Sullivan, Sull. 1;
Girard, Sull. 6; Lucas, Graf. 7; Cloutier, Sull. 6; Weber, Ches. 5; O’'Rorke, Ches. 7; Oppel, Graf. 9; Municipal
and County Government)

HB 1519, relative to the term of office and mandatory retirement age for the adjutant general for department
of military affairs and veterans services. (Moffett, Merr. 4; Freeman, Belk. 8; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Roy,
Rock. 31; Seibert, Hills. 21; Lang, Dist 2; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1520-FN, defining citizenship for the purposes of voting. (Wherry, Hills. 13; Burnham, Straf. 2; Sabourin
dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; McGrath, Rock. 40; Ford, Rock. 3; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; See, Merr. 26; Election Law)
HB 1521, clarifying the definition of home education. (Peternel, Carr. 6; Bennett, Rock. 4; Burnham, Straf.
2; Drye, Sull. 7; Osborne, Rock. 2; Terry, Belk. 7; Thibault, Merr. 25; Sullivan, Dist 18; Education Policy and
Administration)

HB 1522-FN, relative to amending and adding definitions related to the protection of persons from domestic
violence. (Markell, Rock. 18; DeSimone, Rock. 18; Korzen, Coos 7; Litchfield, Rock. 32; W. MacDonald, Rock.
16; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Nelson, Rock. 13; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1523-FN, relative to disclosure requirements for condominium associations. (Alexander Jr., Hills. 29;
Hunt, Ches. 14; Reardon, Dist 15; Housing)

HB 1524-FN, requiring a logic and critical thinking course within the state high school education curriculum.
(Read, Rock. 10; Wheeler, Hills. 33; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1525, relative to zoning restrictions concerning dwelling unit occupancy. (Burton, Straf. 10; Housing)
HB 1526, relative to the adopting of a municipal budget committee and electing members thereof. (Wherry,
Hills. 13; Pauer, Hills. 36; Burnham, Straf. 2; Wood, Merr. 13; Sellers, Graf. 10; Freeman, Belk. 8; Mary
Murphy, Hills. 27; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1527-FN, relative to annual notification of benefits to state employees. (Wade, Straf. 15; H. Howard, Straf.
4; Schultz, Merr. 29; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Watters, Dist 4; Executive Departments and Administration)
HB 1528, relative to methods for rescinding local tax caps. (Gruber, Ches. 16; Municipal and County Government)
HB 1529, repealing the reading recovery training program. (Noble, Hills. 2; Belcher, Carr. 4; Corcoran, Hills.
28; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1530-FN, requiring notification of abutters and public review prior to disturbing beaver dams in
non-emergency situations. (Colby, Merr. 9; Darby, Hills. 11; Stavis, Graf. 13; Knab, Rock. 12; C. Harvey,
Ches. 6; W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1531-FN, requiring applicants for games of chance facilities licensees and game operator employer licensees
to enter into host community agreements with municipalities. (Ohm, Hills. 10; Almy, Graf. 17; Telerski, Hills.
11; Juris, Hills. 7; Elberger, Hills. 5; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Scully, Hills. 8; Oppel, Graf. 9; Turcotte, Straf. 4; B.
Boyd, Hills. 12; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1532, relative to the maximum temperature for vape heating coils and other required safety measures.
(Wade, Straf. 15; Tellez, Hills. 40; Selig, Straf. 10; Butler, Straf. 12; Newell, Ches. 4; N. Germana, Ches. 15;
Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1533-FN, relative to the use of electric bicycles and alternative electric micromobility devices. (Aures,
Merr. 13; Bean, Belk. 6; Wood, Merr. 13; Transportation)

HB 1534, relative to utility default service. (Cormen, Graf. 15; Caplan, Merr. 8; Darby, Hills. 11; McGhee,
Hills. 35; Muns, Rock. 29; W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1535, relative to clarifying eligible renewable energy classes under the renewable portfolio standard.
(Cormen, Graf. 15; Prentiss, Dist 5; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1536-FN, establishing penalties for unauthorized parking in designated electric vehicle and motorcycle
spaces. (Miller, Straf. 21; Giasson, Hills. 29; St. Clair, Belk. 5; Fenton, Dist 10; Transportation)

HB 1537-L, relative to the use of high resolution cameras to identify school bus stop light violators. (Ulery,
Hills. 13; Lynn, Rock. 17; Layon, Rock. 13; Giasson, Hills. 29; Spillane, Rock. 2; Notter, Hills. 12; Granger,
Straf. 2; Kesselring, Hills. 18; Avard, Dist 12; Birdsell, Dist 19; Lang, Dist 2; Criminal Justice and Public
Safety)

HB 1538, preventing vape products from being marketed towards minors. (Wade, Straf. 15; Butler, Straf.
12; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Newell, Ches. 4; Selig, Straf. 10; Sorensen, Rock. 28; Tellez, Hills. 40; N.
Germana, Ches. 15; Giasson, Hills. 29; McDonnell, Rock. 25; Watters, Dist 4; Altschiller, Dist 24; Fenton,
Dist 10; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)
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HB 1539-FN, authorizing electric utilities to issue AAA-rated bonds for the purpose of storm cost recovery
and infrastructure resilience. (Vose, Rock. 5; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Harrington, Straf. 18; Mooney, Hills. 12;
Schneller, Hills. 2; D. Thomas, Rock. 16; Avard, Dist 12; Watters, Dist 4; Science, Technology and Energy)
HB 1540, establishing uniform requirements for accessory dwelling units and providing municipalities with
authority and guidance for zoning, permitting, and environmental protections. (Fracht, Graf. 16; Rung, Hills.
12; Howland, Straf. 20; Maggiore, Rock. 23; J. MacDonald, Carr. 6; Ebel, Merr. 7; Grote, Rock. 24; N. Murphy,
Hills. 12; Housing)

HB 1541-FN, requiring the secretary of state to provide all voting precincts with secure containers for storing
ballots. (Porcelli, Rock. 19; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Burnham, Straf. 2; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Nelson, Rock. 13; See,
Merr. 26; Wherry, Hills. 13; Wood, Merr. 13; Tenczar, Hills. 1; McGrath, Rock. 40; Innis, Dist 7; McGough,
Dist 11; Election Law)

HB 1542-FN, relative to renewable energy fund compliance payments. (Notter, Hills. 12; Ammon, Hills. 42;
Bernardy, Rock. 36; Berry, Hills. 44; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; D. Thomas, Rock. 16; Vose, Rock. 5;
Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1543-FN, relative to the transfer of state-owned real property to municipalities. (Miles, Hills. 12;
Chourasia, Hills. 11; Daniels, Hills. 43; Giasson, Hills. 29; Notter, Hills. 12; L. Walsh, Rock. 15; Presa,
Hills. 12; Cole, Hills. 26; McGough, Dist 11; Pearl, Dist 17; Public Works and Highways)

HB 1544, prohibiting the use of scented products in public areas of state buildings. (Prout, Hills. 13; Wheeler,
Hills. 33; Seaworth, Merr. 12; Flanagan, Hills. 45; A. Murray, Hills. 20; Executive Departments and Admin-
istration)

HB 1545- not introduced.

HB 1546-FN, repealing the business profits tax. (Ankarberg, Straf. 7, Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Warden, Hills.
39; Ways and Means)

HB 1547-FN, relative to appeals from convictions in circuit court for certain offenses. (Johnson, Straf. 11;
Potenza, Straf. 19; Gregg, Hills. 7; Burnham, Straf. 2; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Selig, Straf. 10; Bjelobrk, Graf. 5;
Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Manos, Rock. 12; Sullivan, Dist 18; Judiciary)

HB 1548-FN, requiring the department of education to collect and publish data regarding the costs associated
with providing special education services to students of public, charter, private, trade, and other K-12 schools
or academies. (Hicks, Merr. 24; Fracht, Graf. 16; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1549, establishing that titles, bills of sale, and identification documents are required only at initial regis-
tration or transfer of ownership. (McFarlane, Graf. 18; Giasson, Hills. 29; Granger, Straf. 2; Transportation)
HB 1550-FN, requiring marital masters, arbitrators, mediators, and judicial referees to be commissioned as
a justice of peace as a qualification for such positions. (Love, Rock. 13; Judiciary)

HB 1551-FN, relative to permanent vehicle registrations. (Granger, Straf. 2; Spillane, Rock. 2; Morse, Merr.
3; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Giasson, Hills. 29; McGough, Dist 11; Transportation)

HB 1552-FN, relative to orders of protection. (Love, Rock. 13; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1553, relative to pet-related fees and rent in residential tenancies. (Long, Hills. 26; H. Howard, Straf.
4; Housing)

HB 1554-FN, requiring insurance carriers to provide peer-to-peer review at any stage of prior authorization
and mandating disclosure of reviewer credentials. (Miles, Hills. 12; Nagel, Belk. 6; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Mary
Murphy, Hills. 27; Kofalt, Hills. 32; McGough, Dist 11; Prentiss, Dist 5; Gannon, Dist 23; Commerce and
Consumer Affairs)

HB 1555-FN, relative to the administration and enforcement of the state fire code. (Layon, Rock. 13; Popovici-
Muller, Rock. 17; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; C. McGuire, Merr. 27; Polozov, Merr. 10; Innis, Dist 7;
Murphy, Dist 16; Sullivan, Dist 18; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1556-FN, relative to the commission of domestic violence offenses in the presence of a child. (Korzen, Coos
7; A. Davis, Coos 2; Love, Rock. 13; Ouellet, Coos 3; Murphy, Dist 16; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)
HB 1557-FN, modifying the state average expenditure per pupil relative to students in special education.
(Wallner, Merr. 19; Luneau, Merr. 9; Ames, Ches. 13; Damon, Sull. 8; Cornell, Hills. 22; K. Murray, Rock.
22; Simpson, Rock. 33; Rollins, Sull. 3; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Education Funding)

HB 1558-FN, requiring proof of insurance or adequate financial responsibility for vehicle registration.
(Vandecasteele, Rock. 25; Nagel, Belk. 6; L. Walsh, Rock. 15; Ball, Rock. 25; Commerce and Consumer
Affairs)

HB 1559, increases the percentage allocation of New Hampshire’s gaming revenue to problem gaming services.
(Salvi, Hills. 9; Swanson, Hills. 5; Kluger, Hills. 6; Harriott-Gathright, Hills. 10; Juris, Hills. 7; S. Newman,
Hills. 4; Long, Dist 20; Ways and Means)

HB 1560-FN, relative to annual motor vehicle inspection standards and reinstatement. (Leishman, Hills. 33;
Grote, Rock. 24; Cloutier, Sull. 6; Transportation)

HB 1561-FN, prohibiting nationals of the People’s Republic of China from attending state institutions of
higher education. (Belcher, Carr. 4; Perez, Rock. 16; Sirois, Hills. 32; Terry, Belk. 7; Corcoran, Hills. 28;
Education Funding)
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HB 1562-FN, relative to licensing requirements for health care facilities that operate on a membership-based
business model. (McLean, Hills. 15; Warden, Hills. 39; Mazur, Hills. 44; Ammon, Hills. 42; Kofalt, Hills. 32;
Sullivan, Dist 18; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1563-FN-L, relative to the special education aid formula. (Ladd, Graf. 5; Erf, Hills. 28; Peeples, Hills.
14; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; S. Smith, Sull. 3; Sullivan, Dist 18; Murphy, Dist 16;
Innis, Dist 7; Education Funding)

HB 1564-FN, removing all references of gender identity in New Hampshire statutes. (S. King, Coos 4; A.
Davis, Coos 2; Granger, Straf. 2; Potenza, Straf. 19; Turcotte, Straf. 4; Sirois, Hills. 32; Cambrils, Merr. 4;
Korzen, Coos 7; Belcher, Carr. 4; Barton, Graf. 1; Judiciary)

HB 1565-FN, relative to the penalty for false reports of suspected abuse and neglect made to the division for
children, youth, and families. (Spillane, Rock. 2; Cole, Hills. 26; Aures, Merr. 13; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Notter,
Hills. 12; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Morton, Hills. 39; Ammon, Hills. 42; Roy, Rock. 31; Murphy, Dist 16; Sullivan,
Dist 18; Children and Family Law)

HB 1566-FN-A, making a contingent appropriation to the department of health and human services for the
purpose of providing recruitment and benefit grants to child care employers. (Wallner, Merr. 19; Muns, Rock.
29; D. Paige, Carr. 1; M. Smith, Straf. 10; Simpson, Rock. 33; Telerski, Hills. 11; Preece, Hills. 17; Stringham,
Graf. 3; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Innis, Dist 7; Finance)

HB 1567, relative to the valuation of telecommunications use of public rights-of-way. (Durkin, Coos 1; A.
Davis, Coos 2; Korzen, Coos 7; Tierney, Coos 1; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1568-FN, relative to mandatory minimum insurance coverage requirements for motor vehicles. (Barton,
Graf. 1; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1569-FN, repealing the directive that the state sell the Anna Philbrook Center for Children property in
Concord. (Wallner, Merr. 19; Seibert, Hills. 21; Nagel, Belk. 6; Preece, Hills. 17; Stringham, Graf. 3; Erf, Hills.
28; Telerski, Hills. 11; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Altschiller, Dist 24; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Finance)

HB 1570-FN-L, relative to governmental budget authority for agreements for law enforcement agencies to
participate in federal immigration enforcement. (Scherr, Rock. 26; Berch, Ches. 6; Meuse, Rock. 37; Muns,
Rock. 29; A. Murray, Hills. 20; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1571-FN-A, requiring the department of education to review statewide academic standards and curriculum
and making an appropriation therefor. (Noble, Hills. 2; Thibault, Merr. 25; Peternel, Carr. 6; Freeman, Belk.
8; Korzen, Coos 7; Belcher, Carr. 4; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1572-FN, relative to the qualifications to obtain certain occupational licenses. (Kesselring, Hills. 18; Cole,
Hills. 26; Morton, Hills. 39; Paquette, Hills. 25; Layon, Rock. 13; Notter, Hills. 12; McGrath, Rock. 40; Mazur,
Hills. 44; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1573, permitting excused absences for students participating in civic engagement or attending a career
or technical education event. (Thibault, Merr. 25; Drye, Sull. 7; Farrington, Straf. 8; Freeman, Belk. 8;
Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Moffett, Merr. 4; Wheeler, Hills. 33; Innis, Dist 7; Sullivan,
Dist 18; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1574-FN, authorizing school districts to extend free and reduced lunch benefits for special education
students. (Weinstein, Rock. 10; Cornell, Hills. 22; Selig, Straf. 10; Sorensen, Rock. 28; Education Funding)
HB 1575, relative to the determination of the default budget by the budget committee. (Boehm, Hills. 38;
Rice, Hills. 38; Lascelles, Hills. 14; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1576-FN, relative to the enforcement of criminal restitution obligations. (Paquette, Hills. 25; Cole, Hills.
26; Dupont, Hills. 20; Gagne, Hills. 16; Kesselring, Hills. 18; Korzen, Coos 7; McGrath, Rock. 40; McLean,
Hills. 15; Morton, Hills. 39; Grill, Hills. 18; Innis, Dist 7; Sullivan, Dist 18; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)
HB 1577, relative to the disclosure of utility customer data to municipalities for emergency response
planning. (Drye, Sull. 7; Tenczar, Hills. 1; Foote, Rock. 13; Girard, Sull. 6; Bridle, Rock. 29; Roy, Rock. 31;
Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1578, adds definitions and reporting requirements relative to education freedom accounts. (Balboni, Rock.
38; Cornell, Hills. 22; Luneau, Merr. 9; Selig, Straf. 10; M. Murray, Hills. 37; Grund, Hills. 34; Woodcock,
Carr. 1; Bricchi, Merr. 15; Altschiller, Dist 24; Reardon, Dist 15; Education Funding)

HB 1579, establishing a committee to study methods for increasing revenues to enable additional spending
on education. (Fellows, Graf. 8; Ames, Ches. 13; Stringham, Graf. 3; Ford, Rock. 3; Bryer, Rock. 1; Almy, Graf.
17; Wade, Straf. 15; Education Funding)

HB 1580-FN-L, relative to the taxation of non-primary residences. (Wheeler, Hills. 33; Leishman, Hills. 33;
Coker, Belk. 2; Potenza, Straf. 19; M. Smith, Straf. 10; Ways and Means)

HB 1581-FN, requiring municipalities to give notice to property owners when the assessed value of their
property changes. (Wherry, Hills. 13; Ford, Rock. 3; McFarlane, Graf. 18; McGrath, Rock. 40; Mary Murphy,
Hills. 27; Pauer, Hills. 36; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1582-FN, prohibiting the use of credit information in underwriting and rating personal automobile and
homeowners insurance policies and prohibiting certain surveillance practices by insurers. (Roy, Rock. 31;
Commerce and Consumer Affairs)



7 JANUARY 2026 HOUSE RECORD 27

HB 1583, permitting municipalities to establish special assessment districts for infrastructure improvements.
(Sweeney, Rock. 25; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1584-FN, directing the department of health and human services to provide notice of medical and religious
exemptions from immunization requirements and relative to the form of such exemption. (Potenza, Straf. 19;
Kofalt, Hills. 32; Layon, Rock. 13; Mazur, Hills. 44; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1585-FN, relative to environmental, social, and governance-related investment strategies by the state
retirement system. (Ammon, Hills. 42; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Miles, Hills. 12; Post, Hills. 42; McGough, Dist 11;
Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1586-FN, allowing the commissioner of the department of education to withhold funds from public schools
if such schools are not providing special education services in compliance with state law. (Noble, Hills. 2;
Freeman, Belk. 8; Sullivan, Dist 18; Education Funding)

HB 1587-FN, requiring police body-worn camera footage be subject to the right-to-know law. (Sabourin dit
Choiniere, Rock. 30; Corcoran, Hills. 28; Giasson, Hills. 29; Granger, Straf. 2; Tim Mannion, Hills. 1; Tom
Mannion, Hills. 1; Slottje, Hills. 13; Spillane, Rock. 2; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1588-FN, establishing special assessment districts and expands the housing infrastructure grant program
to allow for municipal upgrades linked to new housing and making an appropriation therefor. (Sweeney, Rock.
25; Housing)

HB 1589-FN, establishing the digital choice act. (Litchfield, Rock. 32; Thibault, Merr. 25; Granger, Straf. 2;
Moffett, Merr. 4; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1590-FN, harmonizing the age of personhood under the criminal code and the fetal life protection act.
(Scully, Hills. 8; Burnham, Straf. 2; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Sellers, Graf. 10; Potenza, Straf. 19; Terry, Belk. 7;
Gannon, Dist 23; Avard, Dist 12; Judiciary)

HB 1591-FN, relative to the release of escrowed funds by the judicial branch. (Potenza, Straf. 19; Bernardy,
Rock. 36; Bjelobrk, Graf. 5; Cambrils, Merr. 4; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Korzen, Coos 7; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Judiciary)
HB 1592-FN, relative to compensation for jurors. (Oppel, Graf. 9; Judiciary)

HB 1593-FN, relative to nondiscrimination due to disability. (Cornell, Hills. 22; Damon, Sull. 8; Selig, Straf.
10; M. Murray, Hills. 37; M. Hall, Merr. 9; Balboni, Rock. 38; Bricchi, Merr. 15; Long, Dist 20; Judiciary)
HB 1594-FN, establishing a weight-based tiered registration fee schedule for electric and plug-in hybrid
vehicles. (Bridle, Rock. 29; Coker, Belk. 2; Miller, Straf. 21; Transportation)

HB 1595-FN, establishing a domestic violence program and relative to orders of protection, stalking offenses,
and annulment of criminal records. (Korzen, Coos 7; Manos, Rock. 12; Simpson, Rock. 33; Kesselring, Hills.
18; Gregg, Hills. 7; Rice, Hills. 38; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; A. Davis, Coos 2; Altschiller, Dist 24; Carson, Dist
14; Reardon, Dist 15; Birdsell, Dist 19; Gannon, Dist 23; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1596-FN, relative to the collection of certain health care program premiums; funding for the university
system of New Hampshire; and raising the tobacco tax. (Stringham, Graf. 3; Spahr, Graf. 12; Burton, Straf.
10; Ways and Means)

HB 1597-FN, relative to business profits tax expense deductions. (Janigian, Rock. 25; Ohm, Hills. 10; Ulery,
Hills. 13; Bryer, Rock. 1; Abbas, Dist 22; Gray, Dist 6; Ways and Means)

HB 1598-FN, relative to notice for tenants and landlords engaged in eviction processes. (Dumont, Hills. 13;
Cole, Hills. 26; Beaulier, Graf. 1; Ulery, Hills. 13; Carson, Dist 14; Housing)

HB 1599-FN, allowing net operating losses to be carried forward in perpetuity following a loss year. (Janigian,
Rock. 25; Aures, Merr. 13; Ulery, Hills. 13; Abbas, Dist 22; Lang, Dist 2; Ways and Means)

HB 1600-FN, requiring the division of motor vehicles to make available the opportunity to register to vote at
the time of application for or renewal of a drivers license or nondrivers identification card. (Wilhelm, Hills.
21; Berry, Hills. 44; Election Law)

HB 1601-FN, requiring the secretary of state to create a voter education program that includes information
on recent changes to voting laws. (Wilhelm, Hills. 21; Berry, Hills. 44; Election Law)

HB 1602-FN, creating a safe battery recycling stewardship program. (Ebel, Merr. 7; Burroughs, Carr. 2;
Spier, Hills. 6; Thackston, Ches. 12; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Barbour, Hills. 35; Bixby, Straf. 13; Creighton, Hills.
30; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Pearl, Dist 17; Avard, Dist 12; Watters, Dist
4; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1603-FN, requiring state agencies to provide current and verifiable evidence of a species presence before
imposing any land use restriction related to that species’ habitat. (DeVito, Rock. 8; Beaulier, Graf. 1; Litchfield,
Rock. 32; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Mazur, Hills. 44; McGrath, Rock. 40; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Harvey-
Bolia, Belk. 3; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; Murphy, Dist 16; Resources, Recreation and Development)
HB 1604-FN, requiring suitable public facilities such as schools and town halls be made available as polling
places upon request by local election officials. (Guzofski, Rock. 1; Berry, Hills. 44; Qualey, Ches. 18; See, Merr.
26; Wherry, Hills. 13; Burnham, Straf. 2; Muirhead, Graf. 12; Election Law)

HB 1605-FN-A, establishing a state office for intelligence and counterintelligence within the executive branch.
(Belcher, Carr. 4; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Terry, Belk. 7; Executive Departments and Administration)
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HB 1606-FN, regulating real property ownership by Chinese nationals and providing for civil, criminal, and
administrative penalties. (Belcher, Carr. 4; Perez, Rock. 16; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Sirois, Hills.
32; Terry, Belk. 7; Sellers, Graf. 10; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1607-FN, relative to the use and storage of road salt. (Rung, Hills. 12; Taylor, Carr. 8; J. MacDonald,
Carr. 6; Ebel, Merr. 7; Lovett, Graf. 8; Darby, Hills. 11; Watters, Dist 4; Public Works and Highways)

HB 1608-FN, relative to grand jury minutes and relative to the defense and indemnification of certain
government officers and employees. (Flanagan, Hills. 45; Judiciary)

HB 1609-FN, limiting the use of state, county, and municipal funds and property for construction and operation
of certain immigrant detention facilities. (Meuse, Rock. 37; Bay, Straf. 21; N. Germana, Ches. 15; A. Murray, Hills.
20; Scherr, Rock. 26; Seibert, Hills. 21; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Executive Departments and Administration)
HB 1610, allowing school districts to annually retain year-end unassigned general funds. (Sellers, Graf. 10;
DeRoy, Straf. 3; Pauer, Hills. 36; Panek, Hills. 1; Franz, Graf. 6; Education Funding)

HB 1611-FN, relative to the taking of private property. (Potucek, Rock. 13; Terry, Belk. 7; Judiciary)

HB 1612-FN, relative to the use of price-fixing websites, algorithms, or other software by landlords. (Read,
Rock. 10; Wheeler, Hills. 33; D. Paige, Carr. 1; Hegner, Hills. 41; Housing)

HB 1613-FN, directing the department of business and economic affairs to produce a report detailing methods to
increase lending practices for housing developments that help persons with disabilities. (Read, Rock. 10; Housing)
HB 1614-FN, restricting the use of coal tar-based sealant products containing levels of polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons. (Knab, Rock. 12; Ebel, Merr. 7; Grote, Rock. 24; Malloy, Rock. 24; Rung, Hills. 12; Wade, Straf.
15; Manos, Rock. 12; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1615-FN, permitting consenting adults to enter into contract-based marriage agreements as an alternative to
the requirement of a marriage license. (Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Farrington, Straf. 8; Granger, Straf. 2;
Drago, Rock. 4; Dupont, Hills. 20; Giasson, Hills. 29; Love, Rock. 13; Terry, Belk. 7; Bailey, Straf. 2; McFarlane,
Graf. 18; Murphy, Dist 16; Judiciary)

HB 1616-FN, prohibiting state agencies and political subdivisions from advertising or expending funds to
advertise vaccines in the state of New Hampshire. (Comtois, Belk. 7; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Belcher, Carr. 4; DeRoy,
Straf. 3; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Perez, Rock. 16; Polozov, Merr. 10; Potenza, Straf. 19; Terry,
Belk. 7; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1617, relative to enhancing business development and economic investment opportunities. (Wherry, Hills.
13; Ford, Rock. 3; McGrath, Rock. 40; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; Executive Departments and Administration)
HB 1618-FN, prohibiting solar radiation modification, weather modification, and other polluting atmospheric
interventions. (Litchfield, Rock. 32; Mattson, Ches. 18; Drew, Hills. 19; Granger, Straf. 2; DeVito, Rock. 8;
DeRoy, Straf. 3; McGrath, Rock. 40; Reinfurt, Hills. 29; Mehegan, Merr. 12; Science, Technology and Energy)
HB 1619, relative to the rights of property owners and limitations on municipal land use regulation, and
repealing the workforce housing program. (Soti, Rock. 35; Warden, Hills. 39; Aures, Merr. 13; Tom Mannion,
Hills. 1; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Sellers, Graf. 10; Noble, Hills. 2; Ulery, Hills. 13; Polozov, Merr.
10; Slottje, Hills. 13; Murphy, Dist 16; Housing)

HB 1620, establishing closure and remediation requirements for abandoned or leaking on-premises-use fuel
oil tanks and requiring disclosure of tank status during property sales. (Perez, Rock. 16; Andrus, Merr. 5;
Dunn, Rock. 16; Manos, Rock. 12; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1621-FN, requiring a baseline environmental impact study to be completed prior to development of certain
manufacturing and storage facilities. (Perez, Rock. 16; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Dunn, Rock. 16; Andrus, Merr. 5; McGhee,
Hills. 35; Wheeler, Hills. 33; W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1622-FN, requiring the state to develop additional solid waste disposal capacity. (Haskins, Rock. 11; N.
Germana, Ches. 15; Potenza, Straf. 19; W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Gruber, Ches. 16; Fenton, Dist 10; Ricciardi,
Dist 9; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1623-FN, requiring charter schools to have uniform and transparent billing costs and practices for special
education services. (Litchfield, Rock. 32; Nadeau, Rock. 4; Morse, Merr. 3; Thibault, Merr. 25; L. Miner, Rock.
7; DeVito, Rock. 8; Porcelli, Rock. 19; Gannon, Dist 23; Ward, Dist 8; McGough, Dist 11; Education Funding)
HB 1624-FN, relative to the elimination of certain special funds. (D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Almy, Graf. 17;
Janigian, Rock. 25; Gray, Dist 6; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Ways and Means)

HB 1625-FN, relative to annual reporting on accessory dwelling unit construction and use. (B. Boyd, Hills.
12; Flanagan, Hills. 45; Nelson, Rock. 13; Turer, Rock. 6; Wheeler, Hills. 33; Birdsell, Dist 19; Prentiss, Dist
5; Housing)

HB 1626-FN, relative to the effectiveness of tourism expenditures. (Wherry, Hills. 13; Ford, Rock. 3; Korzen,
Coos 7; McGrath, Rock. 40; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1627-FN, creating a single primary ballot. (Coker, Belk. 2; Election Law)

HB 1628, requiring schools to provide excused absences for certain religious instruction, defining released
time courses, and permitting schools to adopt policies and provide credit for released time courses. (W.
MacDonald, Rock. 16; Education Policy and Administration)
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HB 1629-FN, repealing the business enterprise tax. (Ankarberg, Straf. 7; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Ways and Means)
HB 1630-FN, prohibiting the sale of nitrous oxide and certain inhalants for recreational purposes. (N. Murphy,
Hills. 12; Newell, Ches. 4; Rung, Hills. 12; Woods, Merr. 30; Lucas, Graf. 7; B. Boyd, Hills. 12; Mooney, Hills.
12; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Fenton, Dist 10; Abbas, Dist 22; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1631-FN, relative to the contents of the attorney general’s annual report detailing state forfeiture information
for the preceding fiscal year. (Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Wheeler, Hills. 33; Lynn, Rock. 17; D. McGuire, Merr. 14;
McFarlane, Graf. 18; Corcoran, Hills. 28; Slottje, Hills. 13; Murphy, Dist 16; Judiciary)

HB 1632-FN, relative to the lethality assessment program screening tool. (Manos, Rock. 12; Beauchemin,
Hills. 3; Gregg, Hills. 7; Johnson, Straf. 11; Meuse, Rock. 37; Newell, Ches. 4; Selig, Straf. 10; M. Smith, Straf.
10; Altschiller, Dist 24; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1633-FN, expanding the information provided to survivors of sexual assault regarding their existing
rights. (Read, Rock. 10; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Layon, Rock. 13; Wheeler, Hills. 33; Criminal Justice and
Public Safety)

HB 1634, establishing state court remedies for violations of state and federal law by federal employees.
(Read, Rock. 10; Wheeler, Hills. 33; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Ankarberg, Straf. 7;
Beaulier, Graf. 1; Judiciary)

HB 1635, modifying the requirements of suicide prevention education policies in schools. (Litchfield, Rock.
32; Drye, Sull. 7; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Nelson, Rock. 13; Rice, Hills. 38; Education Policy and Administration)
HB 1636-FN, directing the department of revenue administration to study options for generating state revenue.
(Oppel, Graf. 9; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1637, relative to the scheduling of hearings on certain motions to modify or revoke bail. (Manos, Rock.
12; Beauchemin, Hills. 3; Gregg, Hills. 7; Johnson, Straf. 11; Meuse, Rock. 37; Newell, Ches. 4; Selig, Straf.
10; M. Smith, Straf. 10; Altschiller, Dist 24; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1638-FN, creating a bypass mechanism for health insurer step therapy protocols when medically necessary.
(Nagel, Belk. 6; Lundgren, Rock. 16; W. MacDonald, Rock. 16; Miles, Hills. 12; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; L.. Walsh,
Rock. 15; Woods, Merr. 30; Avard, Dist 12; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1639-FN, establishing investigatory grand juries housed under the county sheriffs’ offices. (D. Kelley,
Hills. 32; Aldrich, Belk. 6; Bailey, Straf. 2; Potenza, Straf. 19; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Sirois, Hills.
32; Terry, Belk. 7; Turcotte, Straf. 4; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Judiciary)

HB 1640, relative to consent for school billing purposes. (M. Murray, Hills. 37; Education Policy and
Administration)

HB 1641-FN, relative to petitions for certain orders of protection where the subject of the order is either
released on bail or on probation. (Manos, Rock. 12; Beauchemin, Hills. 3; Gregg, Hills. 7; Johnson, Straf.
11; Meuse, Rock. 37; Newell, Ches. 4; Scherr, Rock. 26; Selig, Straf. 10; M. Smith, Straf. 10; Read, Rock. 10;
Altschiller, Dist 24; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1642-FN, relative to extreme risk protection orders. (Selig, Straf. 10; Horrigan, Straf. 10; Meuse, Rock. 37;
Muns, Rock. 29; Bay, Straf. 21; Seibert, Hills. 21; Beauchemin, Hills. 3; Altschiller, Dist 24; Perkins Kwoka,
Dist 21; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1643, relative to the report of a guardian ad litem. (Rice, Hills. 38; Noble, Hills. 2; Notter, Hills. 12;
Packard, Rock. 16; Osborne, Rock. 2; Nelson, Rock. 13; DeSimone, Rock. 18; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Abbas, Dist 22;
Sullivan, Dist 18; Children and Family Law)

HB 1644, permitting towns to unilaterally withdraw from a cooperative school district. (D. McGuire, Merr.
14; Spilsbury, Sull. 3; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; Ward, Dist 8; Education Policy and
Administration)

HB 1645, adding a definition for rules relative to innovation schools. (Freeman, Belk. 8; Litchfield, Rock. 32;
Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1646-FN, creating an off-site infrastructure improvement tax credit for the value of qualified off-site
infrastructure improvements constructed or funded by business organizations that directly benefit the
public. (Sweeney, Rock. 25; Ways and Means)

HB 1647-L, relative to the taxation of farm and farm structures. (Ammon, Hills. 42; Beaulier, Graf. 1; Spillane,
Rock. 2; Bixby, Straf. 13; Innis, Dist 7; Ways and Means)

HB 1648, providing property tax exemptions for qualifying residences. (Luneau, Merr. 9; Ames, Ches. 13;
Oppel, Graf. 9; D. Paige, Carr. 1; Ways and Means)

HB 1649, prohibiting certain tax dollars from being donated to non-profit organizations. (Ball, Rock. 25; L.
Walsh, Rock. 15; Giasson, Hills. 29; Freeman, Belk. 8; D. Mannion, Rock. 25; Corcoran, Hills. 28; Bennett,
Rock. 4; Perez, Rock. 16; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1650-FN, relative to an age-appropriate design code. (Litchfield, Rock. 32; Nadeau, Rock. 4; Thibault,
Merr. 25; L. Miner, Rock. 7; Terry, Belk. 7; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)
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HB 1651-FN, establishing sexual assault orders of protection and relative to sexual assault survivors’ rights.
(Rhodes, Ches. 17; Simpson, Rock. 33; A. Murray, Hills. 20; Meuse, Rock. 37; E. Kelly, Merr. 8; Nelson, Rock.
13; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Rice, Hills. 38; N. Murphy, Hills. 12; Roy, Rock. 31; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Gannon,
Dist 23; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Birdsell, Dist 19; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1652-FN, relative to expedited permitting and third-party inspections for residential and minor home
improvements. (Sweeney, Rock. 25; Housing)

HB 1653, relative to emergency medical care provided at freestanding hospital emergency facilities. (Telerski,
Hills. 11; Ohm, Hills. 10; Sheehan, Hills. 43; Veilleux, Hills. 34; Hartnett, Hills. 41; Gregg, Hills. 7; Chourasia,
Hills. 11; M. Murray, Hills. 37; Vail, Hills. 6; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Avard, Dist 12; Health, Human Services and
Elderly Affairs)

HB 1654, requiring a property owner to pay all taxes or charges on their property prior to being issued certain
building or occupancy permits. (Hemingway, Sull. 6; Girard, Sull. 6; Housing)

HB 1655-FN, establishing a funding source for maintaining state owned dams. (Darby, Hills. 11; Dunn, Rock.
16; Malloy, Rock. 24; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1656-FN, relative to insurance coverage for pelvic health therapy. (Beauchemin, Hills. 3; Colby, Merr. 9;
Lucas, Graf. 7; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Tellez, Hills. 40; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Commerce and Consumer
Affairs)

HB 1657, relative to the reporting and elimination of prolonged vacancies in state government. (Layon, Rock.
13; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Executive Departments and Administration)
HB 1658-FN, relative to parental consent and age verification for digital application platforms. (Drye, Sull. 7;
Freeman, Belk. 8; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Thibault, Merr. 25; Bennett, Rock. 4; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Harvey-Bolia,
Belk. 3; Bjelobrk, Graf. 5; Korzen, Coos 7; Reinfurt, Hills. 29; Ward, Dist 8; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)
HB 1659, relative to local property tax exemptions for veterans with a 100 percent disability rating. (Dunn,
Rock. 16; Perez, Rock. 16; Suiter, Hills. 36; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1660, relative to municipal credit enhancement agreements and tax increment financing for priority
housing development. (Veilleux, Hills. 34; Dargie, Hills. 43; Edgar, Rock. 29; Gruber, Ches. 16; Grund, Hills.
34; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; D. Paige, Carr. 1; Watters, Dist 4; Housing)

HB 1661-FN, relative to expanding the housing finance authority’s community heroes program and makes
an appropriation therefor. (Muns, Rock. 29; Booras, Hills. 8; de Vries, Rock. 29; Hegner, Hills. 41; Howland,
Straf. 20; Lane, Merr. 16; Maggiore, Rock. 23; D. Paige, Carr. 1; Read, Rock. 10; Stavis, Graf. 13; Altschiller,
Dist 24; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Housing)

HB 1662-FN, relative to providing loan guarantees for accessory dwelling unit financing. (Muns, Rock. 29;
de Vries, Rock. 29; Hegner, Hills. 41; Howland, Straf. 20; Lane, Merr. 16; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Read, Rock.
10; Stavis, Graf. 13; Altschiller, Dist 24; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Housing)

HB 1663, relative to protection of employment for members of the general court. (Lloyd, Hills. 8; Beauchemin,
Hills. 3; Booras, Hills. 8; Elberger, Hills. 5; Schultz, Merr. 29; Selig, Straf. 10; Tellez, Hills. 40; Wade, Straf.
15; Legislative Administration)

HB 1664-FN, directing the department of natural and cultural resources to remove the Hannah Duston
Memorial in Boscawen. (Nagel, Belk. 6; Damon, Sull. 8; Grote, Rock. 24; Hartnett, Hills. 41; Horrigan, Straf.
10; Read, Rock. 10; W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Watters, Dist 4; Resources, Recreation and
Development)

HB 1665, relative to the issuance of subpoenas in administrative proceedings. (Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17;
Lynn, Rock. 17; Manohar, Hills. 9; Hegner, Hills. 41; Polozov, Merr. 10; Murphy, Dist 16; Judiciary)

HB 1666-FN, requiring capacity planning in the state 10-year energy strategy. (McGhee, Hills. 35; Caplan,
Merr. 8; Cormen, Graf. 15; Lang, Dist 2; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Watters, Dist 4; Science, Technology and
Energy)

HB 1667-FN, establishing the first-in-the-nation security task force to coordinate planning for presidential
campaign events. (Sweeney, Rock. 25; Simpson, Rock. 33; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Wilhelm, Hills. 21; Berry,
Hills. 44; Election Law)

HB 1668-FN, relative to the application of the Internal Revenue Code to provisions of the business profits
tax. (Osborne, Rock. 2; Labrie, Hills. 2; Notter, Hills. 12; Sweeney, Rock. 25; Ammon, Hills. 42; Drago, Rock.
4; Ways and Means)

HB 1669, establishing a teacher bill of rights. (Litchfield, Rock. 32; Nadeau, Rock. 4; L. Miner, Rock. 7; Terry,
Belk. 7; S. Smith, Sull. 3; Porcelli, Rock. 19; Gannon, Dist 23; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1670-FN, relative to organized retail crime. (DeRoy, Straf. 3; Bailey, Straf. 2; Burnham, Straf. 2; Kaczynski,
Straf. 5; Nalevanko, Ches. 9; Walker, Straf. 19; Sellers, Graf. 10; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Criminal Justice and Public
Safety)

HB 1671-FN, relative to prohibiting state Medicaid payments to facilities that discriminate against employees,
students, or trainees for exercising lawful medical or religious vaccine exemptions. (McGrath, Rock. 40; DeRoy,
Straf. 3; DeVito, Rock. 8; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Perez, Rock. 16; Terry, Belk. 7; Wherry, Hills. 13; Kofalt, Hills.
32; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)
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HB 1672-FN, requiring schools to present line-item expenses as part of the school budget process. (Morse,
Merr. 3; Education Funding)

HB 1673-FN, allowing certain liquor manufacturers to sell to on-premises licensees. (Beaulier, Graf. 1;
Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1674, creating a homestead tax exemption for certain lower-income property owners. (Read, Rock. 10;
Wheeler, Hills. 33; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1675, establishing a commission to investigate the New Hampshire Coalition Against Sexual and Domestic
Violence and requiring funding only be provided for the direct services materially benefitting survivors of sexual
and domestic assault. (Read, Rock. 10; Wheeler, Hills. 33; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30;
DeRoy, Straf. 3; Flanagan, Hills. 45; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1676, limiting consumer access to certain high-risk rodenticides. (Barbour, Hills. 35; J. Aron, Sull. 4;
Bixby, Straf. 13; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Dupont, Hills. 20; Pearl, Dist 17; Environment and Agriculture)
HB 1677, requiring a recommendation by a local budget committee or governing body when including
warrant articles with a tax impact in an estimate for raising taxes under a local tax cap. (Turer, Rock. 6;
Gruber, Ches. 16; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1678-FN, requiring the secretary of state to accept voter registration forms directly from voters and to
create an online portal for direct voter registration. (Long, Hills. 26; Fenton, Dist 10; Election Law)

HB 1679-FN, establishing a beverage container redemption program. (A. Murray, Hills. 20; Malloy, Rock.
24; Hegner, Hills. 41; Horrigan, Straf. 10; Haskins, Rock. 11; C. Harvey, Ches. 6; Fellows, Graf. 8; Manohar,
Hills. 9; Lucas, Graf. 7, LaMontagne, Straf. 17, Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1680-FN, relative to intercity bus service and public transportation funding. (Salvi, Hills. 9; Gregg, Hills.
7; Spier, Hills. 6; Kluger, Hills. 6; Juris, Hills. 7; Chourasia, Hills. 11; R. Newman, Hills. 4; S. Newman, Hills.
4; Darby, Hills. 11; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Watters, Dist 4; Fenton, Dist 10; Transportation)

HB 1681, relative to the definition, inspection, and local approval of tiny houses and yurts as innovative
housing structures. (Grant, Sull. 5; M. Aron, Sull. 8; Rollins, Sull. 3; Cole, Hills. 26; Reinfurt, Hills. 29; Post,
Hills. 42; Housing)

HB 1682-FN, relative to registration and road access for low-capacity and low-weight battery-operated
vehicles. (Almy, Graf. 17; Janigian, Rock. 25; Cloutier, Sull. 6; Milz, Rock. 13; Transportation)

HB 1683-FN, relative to the modification of administrative rules by the joint legislative committee on admin-
istrative rules. (Potenza, Straf. 19; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Comtois, Belk. 7; N. Germana, Ches.
15; Haskins, Rock. 11; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1684, establishing a free speech advisory commission. (Beauchemin, Hills. 3; Newell, Ches. 4; Judiciary)
HB 1685, relative to establishing a technology commission to study making New Hampshire a technology-
first state. (H. Howard, Straf. 4; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1686-FN, relative to establishing an intelligent speed assistance program as an alternative to license
suspension for certain motor vehicle offenses. (Long, Hills. 26; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1687-FN, removing the power of courts within the judicial branch family division to issue criminal
determinations, judgments, and penalties. (Love, Rock. 13; Children and Family Law)

HB 1688, expanding the circumstances where the restraint is permitted in schools and treatment facilities
and modifying the definition of seclusion. (Drago, Rock. 4; Children and Family Law)

HB 1689, relative to the term of office for county officers in Merrimack county. (Morse, Merr. 3; Municipal
and County Government)

HB 1690, relative to impact fees. (Perez, Rock. 16; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Andrus, Merr. 5; Morse, Merr. 3; Sellers,
Graf. 10; Innis, Dist 7; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1691, relative to limitations and qualifications for land placed in current use. (Read, Rock. 10; Wheeler,
Hills. 33; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1692, relative to the legislative youth advisory council. (Thibault, Merr. 25; Farrington, Straf. 8; D.
Germana, Ches. 1; Litchfield, Rock. 32; McDonnell, Rock. 25; Nelson, Rock. 13; Innis, Dist 7; Legislative
Administration)

HB 1693-FN, expanding the number of Grafton county commissioners. (Barton, Graf. 1; Beaulier, Graf. 1;
Bjelobrk, Graf. 5; Franz, Graf. 6; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Sellers, Graf. 10; Municipal and County Government)
HB 1694-FN, relative to the regulation of and protections for personal data obtained by websites and data
brokers. (Wade, Straf. 15; Long, Hills. 26; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Giasson, Hills. 29; Barton, Graf. 1; Judiciary)
HB 1695, requiring the secretary of state to include a voter’s guide to the proposed constitutional amendment
to voters on the ballot. (Lane, Merr. 16; Muirhead, Graf. 12; Bay, Straf. 21; Ward, Rock. 27; Reardon, Dist
15; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Election Law)

HB 1696-FN, relative to the issuance of a summons instead of arrest. (Rhodes, Ches. 17; Berry, Hills. 44; D.
Mannion, Rock. 25; Roy, Rock. 31; Sweeney, Rock. 25; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)
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HB 1697-FN, exempting certain firearms and firearm accessories manufactured and retained in New Hampshire
from federal regulation. (Belcher, Carr. 4; Corcoran, Hills. 28; Granger, Straf. 2, Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Roy,
Rock. 31; Spillane, Rock. 2; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Perez, Rock. 16; Criminal
Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1698, relative to electronic credentials. (Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Wheeler, Hills. 33; Slottje, Hills. 13;
Sirois, Hills. 32; Drago, Rock. 4; Mehegan, Merr. 12; Transportation)

HB 1699-FN, enabling the carriage of certain firearms on slow-moving boats. (McFarlane, Graf. 18; Spillane,
Rock. 2; J. Smith, Carr. 5; DeVito, Rock. 8; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Wherry, Hills. 13; Sirois, Hills. 32;
Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Farrington, Straf. 8; Innis, Dist 7, Murphy, Dist 16; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)
HB 1700, adding a non-voting student member to the state board of education. (Alexander Jr., Hills. 29;
McDonnell, Rock. 25; Thibault, Merr. 25; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1701-FN, reestablishing the New Hampshire college graduate retention incentive partnership program
and making an appropriation therefor. (Manohar, Hills. 9; Chourasia, Hills. 11; Damon, Sull. 8; Gregg, Hills.
7; Spier, Hills. 6; Innis, Dist 7; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Education Funding)

HB 1702-FN, relative to notice requirements and enforcement for pharmacies dispensing medications intended
to induce chemical abortions. (Farrington, Straf. 8; Mooney, Hills. 12; Notter, Hills. 12; M. Pearson, Rock.
34; Perez, Rock. 16; Sellers, Graf. 10; Thibault, Merr. 25; Bennett, Rock. 4; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30;
Avard, Dist 12; Judiciary)

HB 1703-FN, relative to establishing a registration fee for bicycles and electric bicycles using state or municipally
funded bike paths, trails, or roadways. (T. Walsh, Merr. 10; Hill, Merr. 2; Gorski, Hills. 2; Transportation)

HB 1704-FN, permitting public employees to bargain individually with public employers without any interven-
tion. (Labrie, Hills. 2; Drago, Rock. 4; Drew, Hills. 19; Farrington, Straf. 8; Granger, Straf. 2; Morton, Hills. 39;
Osborne, Rock. 2; Schneller, Hills. 2; Berry, Hills. 44; Noble, Hills. 2; Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services)
HB 1705-FN, establishing an employee assistance program for small town and volunteer first responders and
making an appropriation therefor. (Selig, Straf. 10; Damon, Sull. 8; Drye, Sull. 7; Newell, Ches. 4; Prentiss,
Dist 5; Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services)

HB 1706-FN, repealing the refugee resettlement program in the department of health and human services
and prohibiting expenditure of state funds on refugee resettlement. (Corcoran, Hills. 28; Alexander Jr., Hills.
29; Belcher, Carr. 4; Berry, Hills. 44; Drew, Hills. 19; Erf, Hills. 28; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Noble, Hills. 2;
Osborne, Rock. 2; Spillane, Rock. 2; Ward, Dist 8; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1707-FN, creating an additional property tax for certain unoccupied properties and creating a housing
transfer tax exemption for certain low- and moderate-income home buyers. (Read, Rock. 10; Wheeler, Hills.
33; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Ways and Means)

HB 1708-FN, relative to statewide education property taxes and other tax revenues. (Vallone, Rock. 5;
Cloutier, Sull. 6; Ways and Means)

HB 1709-FN, relative to prohibiting the rental of residential property to individuals unlawfully present in
the United States. (Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Berry, Hills. 44; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Peternel, Carr. 6; Rice, Hills.
38; Perez, Rock. 16; Innis, Dist 7; Sullivan, Dist 18; Housing)

HB 1710-FN, relative to procedures relating to child abduction. (Markell, Rock. 18; DeSimone, Rock. 18;
Litchfield, Rock. 32; Lynn, Rock. 17; Nelson, Rock. 13; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Children and Family Law)
HB 1711-FN, relative to governmental land uses. (Fracht, Graf. 16; Pauer, Hills. 36; Aylward, Merr. 5;
Municipal and County Government)

HB 1712, relative to charter conversion schools. (Noble, Hills. 2; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1713, relative to zoning conformity and redevelopment standards. (Cole, Hills. 26; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; J.
Aron, Sull. 4; M. Aron, Sull. 8; A. Davis, Coos 2; Post, Hills. 42; Thackston, Ches. 12; Miles, Hills. 12; Housing)
HB 1714-FN, authorizing the state to issue bonds to fund public school expenses. (Markell, Rock. 18; Korzen,
Coos 7; W. MacDonald, Rock. 16; Education Funding)

HB 1715-FN, relative to the electronic filing of domestic violence and stalking petition case documents.
(Manos, Rock. 12; Beauchemin, Hills. 3; Gregg, Hills. 7; Johnson, Straf. 11; Meuse, Rock. 37; Newell, Ches.
4; Selig, Straf. 10; M. Smith, Straf. 10; Booras, Hills. 8; Altschiller, Dist 24; Long, Dist 20; Prentiss, Dist 5;
Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1716-FN, relative to the academic accountability of education freedom accounts. (Bricchi, Merr. 15;
Fellows, Graf. 8; M. Hall, Merr. 9; Kluger, Hills. 6; O’'Rorke, Ches. 7; Weinstein, Rock. 10; Education Policy
and Administration)

HB 1717-FN, relative to the jurisdiction of the circuit court, family division. (Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock.
30; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Comtois, Belk. 7; DeRoy, Straf. 3; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Perez, Rock. 16; Potenza, Straf.
19; Sirois, Hills. 32; Children and Family Law)

HB 1718-FN, relative to authorizing energy storage in connection with net metering. (Vose, Rock. 5; Cormen,
Graf. 15; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Harrington, Straf. 18; Mattson, Ches. 18; McGhee, Hills. 35; Schneller, Hills.
2; D. Thomas, Rock. 16; Pearl, Dist 17; Watters, Dist 4; Science, Technology and Energy)
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HB 1719-FN, removing Hepatitis B from the list of diseases for which immunization is required under state
law. (Potenza, Straf. 19; Barbour, Hills. 35; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Drago, Rock. 4; Kofalt, Hills. 32; McGrath, Rock.
40; Wherry, Hills. 13; Drew, Hills. 19; Murphy, Dist 16; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1720-FN, relative to notice to child day care providers of child care scholarships. (Peternel, Carr. 6; Reinfurt,
Hills. 29; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Drye, Sull. 7; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1721-FN, relative to limiting new system enrollment and adjusting compliance payments under the
renewable portfolio standard program. (Harrington, Straf. 18; Berezhny, Graf. 11; Bernardy, Rock. 36;
Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1722, relative to consumer protections and energy classifications for large-use electric facilities. (McGhee,
Hills. 35; Caplan, Merr. 8; W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1723, requiring utilities and electric grid operators to assess and report the vulnerability of high-voltage
transformers to geomagnetic and electromagnetic disturbances, and to recommend mitigation measures to
protect the state electric infrastructure. (Mattson, Ches. 18; Cole, Hills. 26; Qualey, Ches. 18; Sabourin dit
Choiniere, Rock. 30; Schneller, Hills. 2; D. Thomas, Rock. 16; Vose, Rock. 5; Ammon, Hills. 42; McGhee, Hills.
35; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; Innis, Dist 7; Ricciardi, Dist 9; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1724, relative to public transparency of electric utility retail charges and cost reporting for transmis-
sion, wholesale electricity, capacity, and generation adequacy. (W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Science, Technology
and Energy)

HB 1725-FN, relative to the regulation of artificial intelligence technologies. (Long, Hills. 26; Commerce and
Consumer Affairs)

HB 1726-FN, directing state agencies to identify and dispose of surplus property for affordable housing
development. (Muns, Rock. 29; Booras, Hills. 8; de Vries, Rock. 29; Hegner, Hills. 41; Howland, Straf. 20;
Lane, Merr. 16; Maggiore, Rock. 23; D. Paige, Carr. 1; Read, Rock. 10; Stavis, Graf. 13; Altschiller, Dist 24;
Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Housing)

HB 1727, relative to the inter-agency data sharing for the purpose of distributing summer electronic benefit
transfer (EBT) benefits. (Bordes, Belk. 5; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1728-FN, requiring sufficient cybersecurity protections for critical infrastructure and technology projects.
(McFarlane, Graf. 18; Cambrils, Merr. 4; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Vose,
Rock. 5; Wheeler, Hills. 33; Pearl, Dist 17; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1729-FN-A, relative to the creation of a centralized enterprise resource planning service, and making an
appropriation therefor. (Luneau, Merr. 9; Damon, Sull. 8; Education Funding)

HB 1730-FN, making all offenses against minors involving sexual penetration or contact felony-level
offenses punishable by death. (Sweeney, Rock. 25; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Berry, Hills. 44; Criminal
Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1731-FN, relative to the creation of an educational opportunities information system. (Noble, Hills. 2;
Drye, Sull. 7; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1732-FN, relative to housing accessibility and voucher allocation in new multi-unit developments.
(Horrigan, Straf. 10; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Housing)

HB 1733, relative to default electric service procurement and the recovery of competitive market supply costs.
(Harrington, Straf. 18; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1734-FN, authorizing the establishment of experimental treatment centers. (Kesselring, Hills. 18; Cole,
Hills. 26; Mazur, Hills. 44; Polozov, Merr. 10; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Markell, Rock. 18; Bernardy, Rock. 36;
Kofalt, Hills. 32; Osborne, Rock. 2; Miles, Hills. 12; Murphy, Dist 16; Sullivan, Dist 18; Innis, Dist 7; McGough,
Dist 11; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1735-FN, permitting treatment of certain severe illness under the right to try act. (Cole, Hills. 26; Kes-
selring, Hills. 18; Layon, Rock. 13; Notter, Hills. 12; Reinfurt, Hills. 29; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Bernardy,
Rock. 36; Ulery, Hills. 13; Morton, Hills. 39; Murphy, Dist 16; Sullivan, Dist 18; Innis, Dist 7; Health, Human
Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1736, repealing the authority of the public utilities commission to approve alternative forms of regulation
for utilities. (Sweeney, Rock. 25; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1737-FN, relative to reinstating the death penalty for certain offenses against minors under 13 years of
age. (Belcher, Carr. 4; Perez, Rock. 16; Sirois, Hills. 32; Terry, Belk. 7; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1738-FN, relative to ratepayer benefits from the regional greenhouse gas initiative. (Harrington, Straf.
18; McGhee, Hills. 35; Vose, Rock. 5; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Watters, Dist 4; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1739-FN, relative to energy infrastructure, economic development, and workforce training for large-scale
data facilities. (Salvi, Hills. 9; Gregg, Hills. 7; Spier, Hills. 6; Booras, Hills. 8; Kluger, Hills. 6; Chourasia,
Hills. 11; Manohar, Hills. 9; Avard, Dist 12; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1740-FN, relative to the protection of persons from domestic violence. (Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30;
Belcher, Carr. 4; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Comtois, Belk. 7; DeRoy, Straf. 3; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Perez, Rock. 16;
Sirois, Hills. 32; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)
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HB 1741-FN, relative to the enrollment and use of distributed energy resource aggregations by electric utilities.
(Caplan, Merr. 8; Cormen, Graf. 15; McGhee, Hills. 35; Cloutier, Sull. 6; Parshall, Ches. 8; W. Thomas, Hills.
12; Fenton, Dist 10; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1742, relative to the protection of customer-generators from inadvertent enrollment in third-party elec-
tricity supply programs. (Vose, Rock. 5; Cormen, Graf. 15; Harrington, Straf. 18; Hill, Merr. 2; Notter, Hills.
12; D. Thomas, Rock. 16; Avard, Dist 12; Pearl, Dist 17; Watters, Dist 4; Science, Technology and Energy)
HB 1743-FN, requiring disclosure of radiation levels emitted by smart meters. (Comtois, Belk. 7; Belcher,
Carr. 4; Ploszaj, Belk. 1; Potenza, Straf. 19; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1744-FN, relative to oversight and reporting requirements for health insurance carriers regarding mental
health coverage. (Hartnett, Hills. 41; Burroughs, Carr. 2; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Raymond, Hills. 5; Wallner,
Merr. 19; Long, Dist 20; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1745-FN, relative to the allocation of public utility costs to ratepayers. (W. Thomas, Hills. 12; Wade,
Straf. 15; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1746-FN, subjecting taxpayer funded investigations to the right-to-know law. (Sabourin dit Choiniere,
Rock. 30; Ammon, Hills. 42; Bailey, Straf. 2; Corcoran, Hills. 28; Granger, Straf. 2; Tim Mannion, Hills. 1;
Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Spillane, Rock. 2; Judiciary)

HB 1747-FN, relative to treatment of perinatal mental health conditions. (Beauchemin, Hills. 3; Colby, Merr.
9; Jacobs, Ches. 15; Lucas, Graf. 7; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Tellez, Hills. 40; Weinstein, Rock. 10; Health,
Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1748-FN, establishing the New Hampshire energy efficiency and resource development authority. (Sweeney,
Rock. 25; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Berry, Hills. 44; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1749-FN, reinstating the death penalty for murder offenses. (S. King, Coos 4; Potucek, Rock. 13; J. Aron,
Sull. 4; W. MacDonald, Rock. 16; Kesselring, Hills. 18; T. Dolan, Rock. 16; Bernardy, Rock. 36; D. McGuire,
Merr. 14; L. Miner, Rock. 7; Thackston, Ches. 12; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1750-FN, making a supplemental appropriation to the department of health and human services for the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). (M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Finance)

HB 1751-FN, relative to a start park public safety parking surcharge. (Bridle, Rock. 29; Resources, Recreation
and Development)

HB 1752-FN, requiring the creation of a ticket to follow timber through the harvesting and production process
to establish a chain of custody. (H. Howard, Straf. 4; Bixby, Straf. 13; Nagel, Belk. 6; Resources, Recreation
and Development)

HB 1753-FN, establishing the New Hampshire first for veterans program and authority. (Creighton, Hills.
30; Gagne, Hills. 16; Moffett, Merr. 4; Rollins, Sull. 3; Roy, Rock. 31; Innis, Dist 7; State-Federal Relations
and Veterans Affairs)

HB 1754-FN, repealing the statewide use of the multi-tiered system of supports for behavioral health and
wellness relative to systems of care for children’s mental health. (Sellers, Graf. 10; Panek, Hills. 1; Noble,
Hills. 2; Wood, Merr. 13; Cole, Hills. 26; Aures, Merr. 13; Innis, Dist 7; Education Policy and Administration)
HB 1755-FN, relative to the 340B discounted drug purchasing program. (Polozov, Merr. 10; Litchfield, Rock.
32; Ulery, Hills. 13; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1756-FN, allowing organizations to file for property tax exemptions once and receive those exemptions unless
and until a town assessor finds the organization ineligible for an exemption. (Walker, Straf. 19; Larochelle, Straf.
19; J. MacDonald, Carr. 6; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Potenza, Straf. 19; Bolton, Graf. 8; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Municipal and
County Government)

HB 1757, prohibiting the remedy of alimony for marriages that existed for six years or less. (Barton, Graf.
1; Spillane, Rock. 2; Love, Rock. 13; Children and Family Law)

HB 1758, relative to school bus drivers’ certificates. (Oppel, Graf. 9; Giasson, Hills. 29; Fracht, Graf. 16;
Damon, Sull. 8; Transportation)

HB 1759, relative to the disqualification of a member of a local land use board. (Fracht, Graf. 16; Aylward,
Merr. 5; Pauer, Hills. 36; Municipal and County Government)

HB 1760-FN-A, repealing the directive that the department of health and human services seek a waiver to
establish pharmacy copayment and premium requirements under the state Medicaid plan and making an
appropriation therefor. (Telerski, Hills. 11; Simpson, Rock. 33; Preece, Hills. 17; Weber, Ches. 5; Wallner,
Merr. 19; Lloyd, Hills. 8; Wilhelm, Hills. 21; Schultz, Merr. 29; Vail, Hills. 6; Stringham, Graf. 3; Rosenwald,
Dist 13; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Prentiss, Dist 5; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1761-FN, expanding the New Hampshire paid family and medical leave program. (Beauchemin, Hills.
3; Jacobs, Ches. 15; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Weinstein, Rock. 10; Colby, Merr. 9; Lucas, Graf. 7; H. Howard,
Straf. 4; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1762-FN, relative to the calculation of child support. (Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Bernardy, Rock.
36; Comtois, Belk. 7; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Perez, Rock. 16; Sirois, Hills. 32; Children and Family Law)



7 JANUARY 2026 HOUSE RECORD 35

HB 1763-FN, requiring the department of health and human services to disburse funds to municipalities
in an amount equal to the sum of the assessed property values of nonprofit residential facilities in those
municipalities. (Drago, Rock. 4; Bennett, Rock. 4; Ford, Rock. 3; Nadeau, Rock. 4; Mazur, Hills. 44; Perez,
Rock. 16; Bogert, Belk. 5; Barbour, Hills. 35; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1764-FN, establishing community workforce housing targets, special assessment provisions, and a revolving
loan fund for workforce housing development. (de Vries, Rock. 29; Housing)

HB 1765-FN, enabling wine and beverage manufacturers to offer tastings of and sell products of certain
New Hampshire wine and beverage manufacturers. (Hunt, Ches. 14; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)
HB 1766-FN, relative to cruelty to livestock. (Comtois, Belk. 7; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Bixby, Straf. 13; Environment
and Agriculture)

HB 1767-FN, relative to unemployment compensation eligibility and weekly benefit amounts. (Avellani, Carr.
4; Labrie, Hills. 2; Drago, Rock. 4; Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services)

HB 1768-FN, relative to free day-use admission and metered parking at state parks for all honorably
discharged state resident veterans. (Bridle, Rock. 29; Bordes, Belk. 5; Coker, Belk. 2; Edgar, Rock. 29;
McGrath, Rock. 40; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1769-FN, relative to certain prohibitions on abortion referrals by publicly funded medical facilities.
(Farrington, Straf. 8; Notter, Hills. 12; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Sellers, Graf. 10; Thibault, Merr. 25; Granger,
Straf. 2; Bennett, Rock. 4; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Avard, Dist 12; Judiciary)

HB 1770-FN, relative to the allocation of parental rights and responsibilities and establishing a presumption
of equal parenting time. (Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Comtois, Belk. 7; DeRoy, Straf.
3; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Perez, Rock. 16; Sirois, Hills. 32; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Children
and Family Law)

HB 1771-FN, removing prospective repeal of child care staffing ratios and the associated waiver system and
requiring the department of health and human services to provide certain notice regarding availability of the
waiver. (Peternel, Carr. 6; Drye, Sull. 7; Children and Family Law)

HB 1772-FN-A, relative to the state’s participation in a multistate consortium to conduct clinical trials using
ibogaine as an investigational new drug for the treatment of substance use disorder and other neurological or
mental health conditions, and making an appropriation therefor. (Moffett, Merr. 4, Ammon, Hills. 42; Edwards,
Rock. 31; Foss, Hills. 41; Freeman, Belk. 8; Roy, Rock. 31; McGough, Dist 11; Pearl, Dist 17; Health, Human
Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1773-FN, relative to food and drink purchased under SNAP, the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance
Program. (Freeman, Belk. 8; Colcombe, Hills. 30; Edwards, Rock. 31; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Morse, Merr. 3;
Noble, Hills. 2; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; L. Walsh, Rock. 15; Harrington, Straf. 18; Avard, Dist 12; Health,
Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1774-FN, relative to qualifying scholarship granting organizations and programs of low-earning outcomes.
(Kofalt, Hills. 32; Morse, Merr. 3; Osborne, Rock. 2; Sweeney, Rock. 25; Miles, Hills. 12; Noble, Hills. 2; P.
Brown, Rock. 14; Mattson, Ches. 18; Packard, Rock. 16; McDonnell, Rock. 25; Innis, Dist 7; Avard, Dist 12;
Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1775-FN, relative to utility ownership of natural gas and nuclear power generation facilities. (Bernardy,
Rock. 36; D. Thomas, Rock. 16; Avard, Dist 12; Science, Technology and Energy)

HB 1776-FN, requiring higher educational institutions to report the reception of foreign grants, donations,
and contracts to the department of education and the general court. (Sweeney, Rock. 25; Alexander Jr., Hills.
29; Berry, Hills. 44; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1777-FN, relative to the enhanced 911 system fund. (Hakken-Phillips, Graf. 12; Science, Technology and
Energy)

HB 1778-FN, relative to prohibiting the use of personal identity ideology in public school instruction and
policies. (Litchfield, Rock. 32; Nalevanko, Ches. 9; Wherry, Hills. 13; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Thibault, Merr. 25;
Freeman, Belk. 8; Mazur, Hills. 44; Moffett, Merr. 4; Gannon, Dist 23; Murphy, Dist 16; Education Policy
and Administration)

HB 1779-FN, supporting the cultural background of children placed in foster care. (Georges, Hills. 23; Gregg,
Hills. 7; DeSimone, Rock. 18; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Petrigno, Hills. 43; Markell, Rock. 18; Wallner, Merr. 19;
Wheeler, Hills. 33; Long, Dist 20; Children and Family Law)

HB 1780, increasing penalties for persons violating laws relative to the sale of seeds, plants, and nursery
stock. (Comtois, Belk. 7; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Bixby, Straf. 13; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Kenny, Hills. 13; Pearl, Dist
17; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1781-FN, relative to child support obligations during postsecondary education. (Burton, Straf. 10;
Education Funding)

HB 1782-FN, relative to access to rural maternal health care and directing the department of health and hu-
man services to develop a rural maternal health care delivery pilot program. (Beauchemin, Hills. 3; Colby, Merr.
9; Jacobs, Ches. 15; Lucas, Graf. 7; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Weinstein, Rock. 10; Health, Human Services and
Elderly Affairs)
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HB 1783-FN, relative to benefits issued to certain water-related infrastructure projects. (Muns, Rock. 29;
Booras, Hills. 8; de Vries, Rock. 29; Hegner, Hills. 41; Howland, Straf. 20; Lane, Merr. 16; Maggiore, Rock.
23; Read, Rock. 10; Stavis, Graf. 13; Altschiller, Dist 24; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Resources, Recreation and
Development)

HB 1784-FN, relative to the health care consumer protection trust fund. (Miles, Hills. 12; L. Walsh, Rock.
15; McGough, Dist 11; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1785-FN, requiring mileage-based exit numbers on tier 1 highways. (Horrigan, Straf. 10; Public Works
and Highways)

HB 1786-FN, relative to creating a state assessment on non-homestead luxury second homes to fund statewide
housing development programs and address housing shortages and making appropriations therefor. (Muns,
Rock. 29; Booras, Hills. 8; de Vries, Rock. 29; Hegner, Hills. 41; Howland, Straf. 20; Lane, Merr. 16; D. Paige,
Carr. 1; Preece, Hills. 17; Read, Rock. 10; Stavis, Graf. 13; Altschiller, Dist 24; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Housing)
HB 1787-FN, modifying the statewide education property tax. (Ames, Ches. 13; Luneau, Merr. 9; Damon,
Sull. 8; Preece, Hills. 17; Cornell, Hills. 22; Oppel, Graf. 9; Almy, Graf. 17; Hakken-Phillips, Graf. 12; E. Kelly,
Merr. 8; Fenton, Dist 10; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Ways and Means)

HB 1788-FN, holding state contracts with DEI provisions to be void as a matter or law and establishing a
right of action for taxpayers where public entities or state agencies engage with contracts with DEI provisions.
(Nalevanko, Ches. 9; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Wherry, Hills. 13; Sweeney, Rock. 25; Cambrils, Merr. 4; Berry, Hills. 44;
Ward, Dist 8; Executive Departments and Administration)

HB 1789-FN, relative to extended producer responsibility. (Parshall, Ches. 8; Bixby, Straf. 13; N. Germana,
Ches. 15; Gruber, Ches. 16; Raymond, Hills. 5; Environment and Agriculture)

HB 1790-FN, relative to involuntary admissions for certain individuals with a substance use disorder. (Long,
Hills. 26; Swanson, Hills. 5; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1791-FN-A, directing the department of education to establish a grant program at the post-secondary
educational level for individuals with developmental disabilities, and making an appropriation therefor.
(Burton, Straf. 10; Education Funding)

HB 1792-FN, prohibiting school districts and personnel from the instruction of critical race theory and LG-
BTQ+ ideologies in schools as well as establishing a private right of action for violations. (Belcher, Carr. 4;
Noble, Hills. 2; Osborne, Rock. 2; Corcoran, Hills. 28; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Education Policy and
Administration)

HB 1793-FN, prohibiting public colleges and universities from regulating the possession or carrying of firearms
and non-lethal weapons on campus. (Farrington, Straf. 8; DeVito, Rock. 8; Granger, Straf. 2; Layon, Rock.
13; McDonnell, Rock. 25; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Noble, Hills. 2; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Sweeney,
Rock. 25; Thibault, Merr. 25; McGough, Dist 11; Murphy, Dist 16; Pearl, Dist 17; Sullivan, Dist 18; Criminal
Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1794-FN, directing the department of health and human services to identify the impact of Medicaid changes
on New Hampshire residents’ access to health care. (Telerski, Hills. 11; LaMontagne, Straf. 17; Wallner, Merr.
19; Sorensen, Rock. 28; Nagel, Belk. 6; Lucas, Graf. 7; Weber, Ches. 5; Tellez, Hills. 40; Rosenwald, Dist 13;
Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Prentiss, Dist 5; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1795-FN, requiring criminal history record checks for the renewal of teaching licenses. (Noble, Hills. 2;
Freeman, Belk. 8; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1796-FN, allowing the use of psilocybin in approved clinical settings to treat qualified medical conditions.
(Moffett, Merr. 4; Giasson, Hills. 29; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; C. McGuire, Merr. 27;
Roy, Rock. 31; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Pearl, Dist 17; Watters, Dist 4; Health, Human Services and
Elderly Affairs)

HB 1797-FN, relative to eligibility for public assistance, including the New Hampshire employment program,
family assistance program, and SNAP. (Kofalt, Hills. 32; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1798-FN, relative to the coverage of diapers under the state Medicaid plan. (Sorensen, Rock. 28; Gregg,
Hills. 7; M. Pearson, Rock. 34; Telerski, Hills. 11; Wallner, Merr. 19; Kluger, Hills. 6; Wade, Straf. 15; Perkins
Kwoka, Dist 21; Prentiss, Dist 5; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1799-FN, relative to required state funding for providing an opportunity for an adequate education.
(Ames, Ches. 13; Luneau, Merr. 9; Damon, Sull. 8; Preece, Hills. 17; Cornell, Hills. 22; Oppel, Graf. 9; Almy,
Graf. 17; Altschiller, Dist 24; Fenton, Dist 10; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Education Funding)

HB 1800-FN, relative to statewide education property taxes. (Spilsbury, Sull. 3; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Peeples,
Hills. 14; M. Smith, Straf. 10; Ways and Means)

HB 1801-FN, relative to causes of action for wrongful detention, drug forfeiture proceedings, the regulation
of law enforcement officers, and the offense of unsworn falsification. (Read, Rock. 10; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1;
Ankarberg, Straf. 7; Beaulier, Graf. 1; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Judiciary)

HB 1802-FN-A, relative to training, testing, and certification of local land use board members and making an
appropriations therefor. (Aylward, Merr. 5; Fracht, Graf. 16; Ulery, Hills. 13; Municipal and County Government)
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HB 1803-FN, rendering a recipient of an education tax credit scholarship ineligible to receive education freedom
account funds in the same program year. (Fellows, Graf. 8; Luneau, Merr. 9; Damon, Sull. 8; M. Murray, Hills.
37; K. Murray, Rock. 22; Hakken-Phillips, Graf. 12; Cornell, Hills. 22; Fenton, Dist 10; Education Funding)
HB 1804-FN, consolidating school administrative units, making chief school administrator jobs an elected
position, and defining education roles. (D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Packard, Rock. 16; Osborne, Rock. 2; Kofalt,
Hills. 32; Drye, Sull. 7; Layon, Rock. 13; Peternel, Carr. 6; Pauer, Hills. 36; Murphy, Dist 16; Sullivan, Dist
18; Ward, Dist 8; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1805-FN, relative to physical fitness performance requirements for certified law enforcement officers.
(Colby, Merr. 9; Damon, Sull. 8; Darby, Hills. 11; Trottier, Belk. 8; Bricchi, Merr. 15; Criminal Justice and
Public Safety)

HB 1806-FN, relative to the list of revoked or suspended educator licenses maintained by the department
of education. (Manohar, Hills. 9; Raymond, Hills. 5; Swanson, Hills. 5; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Education Policy
and Administration)

HB 1807-FN, relative to information on tax rates and tax impact information on warrant articles. (Peternel,
Carr. 6; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Berry, Hills. 44; Pauer, Hills. 36; Drago, Rock. 4; Colcombe, Hills. 30; DeVito,
Rock. 8; Murphy, Dist 16; Avard, Dist 12; Lang, Dist 2; Sullivan, Dist 18; Education Funding)

HB 1808-FN-A, establishing the position of academic research and improvement performance data analyst
in the department of education and making an appropriation therefor. (Ladd, Graf. 5; Popovici-Muller, Rock.
17; Peeples, Hills. 14; Damon, Sull. 8; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Innis, Dist 7; Education Policy and Administration)
HB 1809-FN, authorizing the medical use of psilocybin through a program established in the department of
health and human services. (Scherr, Rock. 26; C. McGuire, Merr. 27; Layon, Rock. 13; Mandelbaum, Rock.
21; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Fenton, Dist 10; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1810-FN, relative to a road salt fee to support certified winter road maintenance practices. (Darby, Hills.
11; Ways and Means)

HB 1811-FN, repealing statutory immunization requirements for children. (Drew, Hills. 19; McGrath, Rock.
40; Polozov, Merr. 10; Wherry, Hills. 13; McFarlane, Graf. 18; Korzen, Coos 7; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Kofalt,
Hills. 32; Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs)

HB 1812-FN, requiring periodic evaluation of mental health access adequacy by an independent third party.
(Gregg, Hills. 7; Booras, Hills. 8; Nelson, Rock. 13; Rice, Hills. 38; Fenton, Dist 10; Commerce and Consumer
Affairs)

HB 1813-FN, relative to changes to health carrier contracts with providers. (Miles, Hills. 12; B. Boyd, Hills.
12; Cambrils, Merr. 4; W. MacDonald, Rock. 16; Mooney, Hills. 12; Mary Murphy, Hills. 27; .. Walsh, Rock.
15; McGough, Dist 11; Commerce and Consumer Affairs)

HB 1814-FN, establishing a 10-year strategic housing and infrastructure plan. (Muns, Rock. 29; Booras, Hills.
8; de Vries, Rock. 29; Hegner, Hills. 41; Howland, Straf. 20; Lane, Merr. 16; Maggiore, Rock. 23; D. Paige,
Carr. 1; Read, Rock. 10; Stavis, Graf. 13; Altschiller, Dist 24; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Housing)

HB 1815-FN, relative to education financing. (Lynn, Rock. 17; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Education Funding)
HB 1816-FN, relative to the intervention of the department of education into a school or school district during
a financial emergency. (Ladd, Graf. 5; Spilsbury, Sull. 3; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Peeples, Hills. 14; Kofalt,
Hills. 32; Ward, Dist 8; Innis, Dist 7; Education Funding)

HB 1817-FN, permitting all students the choice to attend the school district in which they reside. (McDonnell,
Rock. 25; P. Brown, Rock. 14; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Morse, Merr. 3; Hill, Merr. 2; Thibault, Merr. 25; Education
Policy and Administration)

HB 1818-FN, enabling grants for school construction to also be used to consolidate structures and facilities.
(Ladd, Graf. 5; Education Funding)

HB 1819-FN, relative to review of education freedom account service providers. (Bricchi, Merr. 15; Luneau,
Merr. 9; Altschiller, Dist 24; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1820-FN, requiring the department of education to administer the education freedom account program.
(Luneau, Merr. 9; Damon, Sull. 8; Cornell, Hills. 22; Fellows, Graf. 8; Bricchi, Merr. 15; Altschiller, Dist 24;
Fenton, Dist 10; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1821-FN, exempting certain information collected from electronic ballot counting devices from right-to-know
law restrictions. (Soti, Rock. 35; Potenza, Straf. 19; O’'Rorke, Ches. 7; Read, Rock. 10; Election Law)

HB 1822-FN, relative to reporting of civil immigration detentions by state, county, and local law enforcement
and correctional facilities. (Manos, Rock. 12; Edgar, Rock. 29; Haskins, Rock. 11; Meuse, Rock. 37; Muns,
Rock. 29; A. Murray, Hills. 20; Scherr, Rock. 26; Turer, Rock. 6; Weinstein, Rock. 10; Fenton, Dist 10; Long,
Dist 20; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)

HB 1823-FN, requiring every school, school district, and school administrative unit to produce independent
audits and financial reports to be posted publicly and sent to the department of education and the department
of revenue administration. (Damon, Sull. 8; Girard, Sull. 6; Luneau, Merr. 9; Colby, Merr. 9; Fellows, Graf.
8; Bricchi, Merr. 15; Peeples, Hills. 14; Education Policy and Administration)
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HB 1824-FN, relative to school district financial distress. (Damon, Sull. 8; Girard, Sull. 6; Ames, Ches. 13;
E. Kelly, Merr. 8; Cloutier, Sull. 6; Ebel, Merr. 7; Caplan, Merr. 8; Bricchi, Merr. 15; Education Funding)
HB 1825-FN-A, relative to the regulation of the practice of law, establishing an independent legal licensing
board, and making an appropriation therefor. (Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Comtois,
Belk. 7; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Granger, Straf. 2; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Corcoran, Hills. 28; Moffett, Merr. 4; Tom
Mannion, Hills. 1; Bailey, Straf. 2; Judiciary)

HB 1826-FN, relative to the cost of an opportunity for an adequate education. (Ladd, Graf. 5; Education
Funding)

HB 1827-FN-A, establishing a grant program to support school districts extraordinary needs and fiscal capacity
disparities relative to providing an adequate education. (Ladd, Graf. 5; Education Funding)

HB 1828-FN, requiring the department of education to establish an auditing process relative to teacher
preparation programs at the post-secondary educational level. (Noble, Hills. 2; Layon, Rock. 13; Peternel,
Carr. 6; Freeman, Belk. 8; Korzen, Coos 7; Litchfield, Rock. 32; Colcombe, Hills. 30; Ward, Dist 8; Education
Policy and Administration)

HB 1829-FN, modifying the definition of persistently dangerous schools. (Litchfield, Rock. 32; Nadeau, Rock.
4; L. Miner, Rock. 7; Freeman, Belk. 8; Moffett, Merr. 4; Terry, Belk. 7; Education Policy and Administration)
HB 1830-FN, requiring firearm safety education in all public schools. (Roy, Rock. 31; Sabourin dit Choiniere,
Rock. 30; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1831-FN, repealing the education trust fund targeted aid cap. (Chretien, Hills. 19; Cornell, Hills. 22;
Damon, Sull. 8; Kerwin, Hills. 40; Long, Dist 20; Education Funding)

HB 1832-FN, adding students with parents on active military duty to the education freedom accounts priority
guidelines. (Morse, Merr. 3; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1833-FN, creating a special license for non-resident vessel operators participating in tuna tournaments.
(Bridle, Rock. 29; Bernardy, Rock. 36; McGrath, Rock. 40; Porcelli, Rock. 19; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock.
30; Fish and Game and Marine Resources)

HB 1834-FN, relative to the education freedom account enrollment cap. (Weinstein, Rock. 10; Bricchi, Merr.
15; M. Murray, Hills. 37; Selig, Straf. 10; Cornell, Hills. 22; Balboni, Rock. 38; Woodcock, Carr. 1; Luneau,
Merr. 9; Damon, Sull. 8; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1835-FN, relative to the formula for distribution of aid to school districts. (Raymond, Hills. 5; Damon,
Sull. 8; Gregg, Hills. 7; Education Funding)

HB 1836-FN, relative to the input-based accountability system requirements and enforcement. (Ladd, Graf.
5; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Peeples, Hills. 14; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Ward, Dist 8; Innis, Dist 7; Murphy, Dist
16; Sullivan, Dist 18; Education Policy and Administration)

HB 1837-FN, relative to the New Hampshire marine patrol. (J. MacDonald, Carr. 6; Crawford, Carr. 3; Hamblen,
Carr. 3; Peternel, Carr. 6; Rung, Hills. 12; Resources, Recreation and Development)

HB 1838-FN, establishing a voter-owned elections fund and commission and raising vehicle registration fees.
(Muirhead, Graf. 12; Election Law)

HB 2026, relative to the state 10-year transportation improvement plan. (Milz, Rock. 13; Cloutier, Sull. 6;
Public Works and Highways)

HCR 12, calling upon the federal delegation from New Hampshire to support Medicare for All, a universal
health insurance program that guarantees all people the health care they need. (LaMontagne, Straf. 17; H.
Howard, Straf. 4; Weber, Ches. 5; Lucas, Graf. 7; Hartnett, Hills. 41; Lloyd, Hills. 8; Oppel, Graf. 9; Rung,
Hills. 12; Beauchemin, Hills. 3; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HCR 13, requesting Congress to call a constitutional convention relative to implementing term limits for
elected members of both houses of Congress. (Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Giasson, Hills. 29; Potucek, Rock. 13;
Barton, Graf. 1; Rice, Hills. 38; Perez, Rock. 16; Dupont, Hills. 20; Devoid, Merr. 1; Panek, Hills. 1; Innis,
Dist 7; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HCR 14, condemning the assassination of Charlie Kirk and reaffirming the state’s commitment to freedom
of speech and civil discourse. (Barton, Graf. 1; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Mazur, Hills.
44; Thibault, Merr. 25; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Carson, Dist 14; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)
HCR 15, urging Congress to pass federal legislation promoting greater media accountability as a way to honor
the late conservative activist Charlie Kirk. (Morse, Merr. 3; Thibault, Merr. 25; Nadeau, Rock. 4; Terry, Belk.
7; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Mazur, Hills. 44; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HCR 16, applying for a convention of the states under Article V of the Constitution of the United States.
(Gilmore, Straf. 16; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HR 19, encouraging state colleges and universities to invite more conservative speakers to campus for the
purpose of increasing diversity of viewpoints. (McFarlane, Graf. 18; Giasson, Hills. 29; Morse, Merr. 3; Ulery,
Hills. 13; Wherry, Hills. 13; Thibault, Merr. 25; Perez, Rock. 16; Moffett, Merr. 4; Sabourin dit Choiniere,
Rock. 30; Noble, Hills. 2; Education Funding)
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HR 20, reaffirming the right for persons of all persuasions to keep and bear arms, and urging Congress and
the President to cease infringement upon Second Amendment rights and to restore them where infringed.
(McFarlane, Graf. 18; Spillane, Rock. 2; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Moffett, Merr. 4; Sabourin dit Choiniere,
Rock. 30; Farrington, Straf. 8; Granger, Straf. 2; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Giasson, Hills. 29; Layon, Rock.
13; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HR 21, urging New Hampshire’s congressional delegation to support the repeal of the 2001 and 2002
Authorizations for Use of Military Force. (Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Granger, Straf. 2; H. Howard, Straf.
4; Noble, Hills. 2; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Ankarberg, Straf. 7; State-Federal Relations and
Veterans Affairs)

HR 22, to name a certain peak after Alan Shepard. (Turcotte, Straf. 4; Foote, Rock. 13; Layon, Rock. 13;
J. Sullivan, Graf. 2; Nelson, Rock. 13; Potucek, Rock. 13; Birdsell, Dist 19; Resources, Recreation and
Development)

HR 23, affirming the importance of digital literacy and access for older Americans. (Miller, Straf. 21; Bridle,
Rock. 29; Colby, Merr. 9; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HR 24, honoring Tadeusz Kosciuszko. (Moffett, Merr. 4; Foss, Hills. 41; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Guzofski,
Rock. 1; Gorski, Hills. 2; Slottje, Hills. 13; Burnham, Straf. 2; Sullivan, Dist 18; State-Federal Relations and
Veterans Affairs)

HR 25, recognizing the Kingdom of Bhutan as responsible for the oppression and forced eviction of more than
100,000 Bhutanese citizens during the late 1980s and 1990s. (Budathoki, Hills. 40; Khan, Rock. 30; Seibert,
Hills. 21; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HR 26, supporting peace and stability in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. (Georges, Hills. 23; Simpson,
Rock. 33; Seibert, Hills. 21; N. Germana, Ches. 15; Harriott-Gathright, Hills. 10; Oppel, Graf. 9; Long, Dist
20; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HR 27, urging New Hampshire’s congressional delegation to open an investigation into the United States’
response to the USS Liberty incident. (Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Barton, Graf. 1; Gagne, Hills. 16; Granger,
Straf. 2; Moffett, Merr. 4; Wheeler, Hills. 33; Harvey-Bolia, Belk. 3; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Noble, Hills. 2; State-
Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HR 28, requesting the opinion of the justices clarifying the scope of the state’s constitutional obligations
concerning education. (McFarlane, Graf. 18; Morse, Merr. 3; Ulery, Hills. 13; Wherry, Hills. 13; Thibault,
Merr. 25; Perez, Rock. 16; Moffett, Merr. 4; Popovici-Muller, Rock. 17; Judiciary)

HR 29, requesting an opinion of the justices on the scope of part II, article 4 of the New Hampshire constitution,
as well as other related articles. (McFarlane, Graf. 18; Sellers, Graf. 10; Ulery, Hills. 13; Wherry, Hills. 13; Mary
Murphy, Hills. 27; Moffett, Merr. 4; Judiciary)

HR 30, finding that planning, zoning, and related regulations have been and should continue to be the responsibility
of municipal government. (Turcotte, Straf. 4; Preece, Hills. 17; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Maggiore, Rock. 23; Cambrils,
Merr. 4; Stavis, Graf. 13; Gilman, Rock. 11; Andrus, Merr. 5; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Housing)
HR 31, urging New Hampshire counties to establish co-ed sports leagues. (Morse, Merr. 3; Municipal and
County Government)

HR 32, urging the United States Congress to rescind President Donald Trump’s tariffs. (Simpson, Rock. 33;
Lloyd, Hills. 8; Colby, Merr. 9; Long, Hills. 26; Almy, Graf. 17; Hartnett, Hills. 41; Wilhelm, Hills. 21; Rosenwald,
Dist 13; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HR 33, affirming the state of California’s request to divide into 2 states. (Bailey, Straf. 2; State-Federal
Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HR 34, declaring that Sharia law and political Islam represent an existential threat to the state and country
and that any deference to Sharia law by a government institution is prohibited. (Sabourin dit Choiniere,
Rock. 30; Belcher, Carr. 4; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Corcoran, Hills. 28; Khan, Rock. 30; McGrath, Rock. 40;
Moffett, Merr. 4; Sweeney, Rock. 25; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Mehegan, Merr. 12; State-Federal Relations
and Veterans Affairs)

HR 35, urging the prohibition of the intentional release of polluting emissions, including cloud seeding and
weather modification, to preserve the atmosphere of New Hampshire. (Potenza, Straf. 19; Bernardy, Rock.
36; Schneller, Hills. 2; Cambrils, Merr. 4; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Bjelobrk, Graf. 5; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock.
30; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Science, Technology and Energy)

HR 36, urging the federal government to accept cash at all points of service. (Giasson, Hills. 29; Sabourin
dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Cole, Hills. 26; Wade, Straf. 15; Sellers, Graf. 10; McFarlane,
Graf. 18; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HR 37, recognizing the United Nations universal declaration of human rights and urging the responsible and
moral oversight of and accountability for military equipment used by international allies especially in Gaza.
(Beauchemin, Hills. 3; A. Murray, Hills. 20; Butler, Straf. 12; H. Howard, Straf. 4; State-Federal Relations
and Veterans Affairs)
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HR 38, authorizing and directing the house judiciary committee to investigate whether cause exists for
the impeachment of any justice of the New Hampshire supreme court. (Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30;
Ankarberg, Straf. 7; Barton, Graf. 1; Belcher, Carr. 4; Bernardy, Rock. 36; DeRoy, Straf. 3; D. Kelley, Hills.
32; Potenza, Straf. 19; Sirois, Hills. 32; Judiciary)

HR 39, recognizing and celebrating the enduring relationship between the state of New Hampshire and
Canada. (Gilmore, Straf. 16; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)

HR 40, urging the legislature to adequately fund public education. (Cloutier, Sull. 6; Damon, Sull. 8; N.
Murphy, Hills. 12; Vail, Hills. 6; Woods, Merr. 30; Ryan, Hills. 4; O'Rorke, Ches. 7; Hegner, Hills. 41; Burton,
Straf. 10; Vallone, Rock. 5; Prentiss, Dist 5; Fenton, Dist 10; Education Funding)

HR 41, instructing the house of representatives to investigate whether grounds exist to impeach Executive
Councilor Karen Liot Hill. (Sweeney, Rock. 25; Judiciary)

HR 42, honoring the life and legacy of Melissa Hortman. (Simpson, Rock. 33; Wilhelm, Hills. 21; Wallner, Merr.
19; Weber, Ches. 5; Telerski, Hills. 11; Grote, Rock. 24; Ebel, Merr. 7; Hakken-Phillips, Graf. 12; Giasson, Hills.
29; Packard, Rock. 16; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Perkins Kwoka, Dist 21; Legislative Administration)

HR 43, recognizing the Manchester school district’s community partners. (Wilhelm, Hills. 21; Education
Policy and Administration)

HR 44, concerning the protection of public lands. (Burroughs, Carr. 2; Gregg, Hills. 7; Knab, Rock. 12; Spier,
Hills. 6; J. Sullivan, Graf. 2; J. Smith, Carr. 5; R. Brown, Carr. 8; Resources, Recreation and Development)
HR 45, urging Congress to find that the Piscataqua River and Portsmouth Harbor lie within the state
of New Hampshire. (Barton, Graf. 1; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Granger, Straf. 2; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Tom
Mannion, Hills. 1; Mandelbaum, Rock. 21; Innis, Dist 7; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)
HR 46, declaring the first Friday in June as a state day of remembrance for children killed by gun violence and
urging the establishment of a national day of remembrance. (Budathoki, Hills. 40; Newell, Ches. 4; Seibert, Hills.
21; Selig, Straf. 10; Tellez, Hills. 40; Wade, Straf. 15; Meuse, Rock. 37; Executive Departments and Administration)
HR 47, urging the release of all federal documents relating to Jeffrey Epstein. (Ankarberg, Straf. 7; Potenza,
Straf. 19; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs)

CACR 9, relating to the retirement age for judges. Providing that the mandatory judicial retirement age shall
be increased from 70 to 75. (Lynn, Rock. 17; Flanagan, Hills. 45; Avard, Dist 12; Judiciary)

CACR 10, relating to the adoption of tax laws. Providing that no law shall establish or increase a state
imposed tax unless adopted by not less than two-thirds of the members present and voting. (McFarlane,
Graf. 18; Farrington, Straf. 8; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Morton, Hills. 39; Sellers, Graf. 10; Spillane, Rock.
2; Kofalt, Hills. 32; Notter, Hills. 12; DeVito, Rock. 8; Lang, Dist 2; Sullivan, Dist 18; Ways and Means)
CACR 13, relating to registers of probate. Providing that the office of register of probate and all references
to such office be eliminated. (D. Mannion, Rock. 25; Rombeau, Hills. 2; Ankarberg, Straf. 7; Tenczar, Hills.
1; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Donnelly, Rock. 25; Rosenwald, Dist 13; Judiciary)

CACR 14, relating to qualifications for office. Providing that candidates of the office of governor, state
senator, and state representative shall be citizens of the United States. (Kuttab, Rock. 17; Guzofski, Rock.
1; Prudhomme-O’Brien, Rock. 13; Wherry, Hills. 13; Rhodes, Ches. 17; Lynn, Rock. 17; Election Law)
CACR 15, relating to the right to hunt, fish, and harvest game and fish. Providing that citizens of New Hampshire
shall have the constitutional right to hunt, fish, and harvest game and fish, subject to restrictions existing in law.
(Spillane, Rock. 2; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Darby, Hills. 11; Kuttab, Rock. 17; Layon, Rock. 13; McFarlane, Graf. 18;
Ouellet, Coos 3; Roy, Rock. 31; Seaworth, Merr. 12; Ulery, Hills. 13; Innis, Dist 7; McGough, Dist 11; Pearl, Dist
17; Fish and Game and Marine Resources)

CACR 16, relating to property. Providing that individuals may sleep on property they own or have a legal
right to occupy. (Read, Rock. 10; Newell, Ches. 4; Housing)

CACR 17, Relating to the commissioner of the department of insurance. Providing that the commissioner of
the department of insurance be elected. (Oppel, Graf. 9; Executive Departments and Administration)
CACR 18, relating to tax rates. Providing that the rate of taxes in the state shall not exceed certain annual
percentages. (Ulery, Hills. 13; Cole, Hills. 26; Aures, Merr. 13; Alexander Jr., Hills. 29; Cambrils, Merr. 4;
Bryer, Rock. 1; Kesselring, Hills. 18; Avard, Dist 12; Ways and Means)

CACR 19, relative to the personal possession of cannabis. Providing that adults 21 years of age or older shall
have the right to possess a modest amount of cannabis intended for their personal consumption. (Wheeler,
Hills. 33; J. Sullivan, Graf. 2; H. Howard, Straf. 4; Scherr, Rock. 26; Newell, Ches. 4; Granger, Straf. 2; Tom
Mannion, Hills. 1; Comtois, Belk. 7; Prout, Hills. 13; D. McGuire, Merr. 14; Criminal Justice and Public Safety)
CACR 20, relating to the power of the supreme and superior courts. Providing that such power is repealed.
(Sellers, Graf. 10; Panek, Hills. 1; DeRoy, Straf. 3; Burnham, Straf. 2; Bailey, Straf. 2; Nalevanko, Ches. 9;
Judiciary)

CACR 21, relating to voting eligibility. Providing that only legal residents who are at least 18 years of age
or older who reside in the place they claim as domicile shall be eligible voters. (Berry, Hills. 44; Guzofski,
Rock. 1; Qualey, Ches. 18; Burnham, Straf. 2; Potenza, Straf. 19; Innis, Dist 7; Murphy, Dist 16; McGough,
Dist 11; Lang, Dist 2; Election Law)
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CACR 22, relating to the compensation of the legislature. Providing that the present compensation per
elected term for legislators is hereby abolished. (Wheeler, Hills. 33; Leishman, Hills. 33; DeSimone, Rock.
18; D. Kelley, Hills. 32; Potucek, Rock. 13; Sytek, Rock. 25; Potenza, Straf. 19; Petrigno, Hills. 43; Legislative
Administration)

CACR 23, relative to legislative oversight of the judicial branch. establishing legislative oversight of the
judicial branch. (DeRoy, Straf. 3; Nalevanko, Ches. 9; Bailey, Straf. 2; Burnham, Straf. 2; D. Kelley, Hills.
32; Potenza, Straf. 19; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Sirois, Hills. 32; Bernardy, Rock. 36; Sellers, Graf.
10; Judiciary)

CACR 24, relating to the right to educate children. Providing that parents and guardians have a right to
direct the education of their children. (Granger, Straf. 2; Beaulier, Graf. 1; Layon, Rock. 13; Thibault, Merr.
25; Notter, Hills. 12; J. Aron, Sull. 4; Potenza, Straf. 19; Korzen, Coos 7; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30;
Peternel, Carr 6; Education Policy and Administration)

CACR 25, relative to the right to marry. Providing that the right to marry is a fundamental civil right and
that the state shall protect the right of every individual, regardless of sex, gender identity, sexual orientation,
or race, to marry and to have their marriage legally recognized. (Wade, Straf. 15; Butler, Straf. 12; A. Murray,
Hills. 20; Lloyd, Hills. 8; D. Germana, Ches. 1; Watters, Dist 4; Fenton, Dist 10; Judiciary)

CACR 26, the powers of the governor. Tthe governor shall not call up the national guard without the approval of
the executive council. (H. Howard, Straf. 4; Tom Mannion, Hills. 1; Executive Departments and Administration)
CACR 27, relating to the authority to establish courts. Provided that the sole authority lies within the general
court. (Wherry, Hills. 13; Judiciary)

CACR 28, relating to morality and piety. Providing that town, parishes, bodies corporate, or religious societies
may elect and contract with teachers. (Soti, Rock. 35; Sabourin dit Choiniere, Rock. 30; Sellers, Graf. 10; Potenza,
Straf. 19; Education Policy and Administration)

CACR 29, Relating to the supreme court. Providing that the supreme court may not make rules that have
the force and effect of law. (Wherry, Hills. 13; Ford, Rock. 3; McFarlane, Graf. 18; McGrath, Rock. 40; Mary
Murphy, Hills. 27; Judiciary)

CACR 30, relating to the public utilities commissioners. Providing that the public utilities commissioners
are elected. (Oppel, Graf. 9; Election Law)

CACR 31, relating to ballot reconciliation. Providing that the state adopt certain provisions and penalties
relative to the ballot reconciliation process.

MOTION TO SUSPEND HOUSE RULES

Reps. Oppel and Schamberg moved that House Rules be so far suspended as to allow introduction of a bill
amending how revenues from taxes are allocated to the education trust fund, a bill found Inexpedient to
Legislate in the first year of the biennium.

The question is on the motion to suspend House Rules.
Rep. Steven Smith spoke against.
Rep. Oppel spoke in favor and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 57 - NAYS 280
YEAS - 57

CARROLL
Woodcock, Stephen

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Newell, Jodi

Baldwin, Heather
Oppel, Thomas

Beauchemin, Paige
Hegner, Karen
LeClerc, Daniel
Plamondon, Marc
Salvi, Santosh
Thomas, Wendy

Bricchi, Tracy
Roesener, James

Fox, Dru
Parshall, Lucius

Bolton, Bill
Sykes, George

Elberger, Susan
Kerwin, Erin
Leishman, Peter
Preece, David
Sofikitis, Catherine
Wheeler, Jonah

Caplan, Tony
Schamberg, Thomas

Gruber, James

GRAFTON

Fracht, David

HILLSBOROUGH

Foss, Lily

Kluger, Lee Ann
Howard, Molly
Raymond, Heather
Staub, Kathy

MERRIMACK

Gallager, Eric
Schultz, Kris

Jacobs, Samantha

Lovett, Peter

Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Leapley, Nicole
Manohar, Sanjeev
Newman, Sue

Tellez, Trinidad

Payeur, Stephanie
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Balboni, Peggy
Sorensen, Carrie

Burton, Wayne
Smith, Marjorie
Pearson, Wayne

Cloutier, John

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
Terry, Paul

Avellani, Lino
Paige, David
McAleer, Chris

Ames, Dick
Faulkner, Barry
Mattson, Rita
Qualey, James

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Almy, Susan

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
McFarlane, Donald
Stavis, Laurel

Murray, Alissandra
Barbour, Liz
Chourasia, Manoj
Corcoran, Travis
Darby, Will
Dumont, Dillon
Flanagan, Jack
Gorski, Ted
Grund, Stephanie
Jeudy, Jean
Kofalt, Jim

Lloyd, Christal
McGhee, Kat
Morton, Jonathan
Ohm, Bill
Peeples, Raymond
Newman, Ray
Rung, Rosemarie
Slottje, Jeremy
Mannion, Tom
Warden, Mark

Andrus, Louise
Colby, Eleana
Ebel, Karen
Lane, Connie
Mehegan, Peter
Pitaro, Matthew
Boyd, Stephen
Soucy, Timothy
Wood, Clayton
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de Vries, Erica

Butler, Billie
Schmidt, Peter

Bogert, Steven
Freeman, Lisa

Belcher, Mike
Hamblen, Joseph
Peternel, Katy

Berch, Paul

Hunt, John
Germana, Nicholas
Rhodes, Jennifer

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

Barton, Joseph
Cormen, Thomas
Ladd, Rick
Muirhead, Russell
Stringham, Jerry

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Chretien, Suzanne
Cornell, Patricia
Dargie, Paul
Dupont, Pierre
Griffin, Gerald
Gould, Linda
Hartnett, Tim
Juris, Louis
Foxx, Loren
Long, Patrick
McLean, Mark
Murphy, Nancy
Panek, Sandra
Petrigno, Peter
Reinfurt, Sherri
Schneller, John
Spier, Carry
Ulery, Jordan
Wherry, Robert

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Gonzalez, Eresto
Leavitt, John
Moffett, Michael
Plante, Raymond
Seaworth, Brian
Walsh, Thomas
Woods, Gary

ROCKINGHAM

Mandelbaum, Jennifer

STRAFFORD

Horrigan, Timothy
Selig, Loren

SULLIVAN

NAYS - 280

BELKNAP

Coker, Matthew
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet

CARROLL

Burroughs, Anita
MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

CHESHIRE

Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip

Nalevanko, Rich
Thackston, Dick

COOSs

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

GRAFTON

Beaulier, Calvin
Fellows, Sallie
Louis, Darrell
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Colcombe, Riché
Kelley, Diane
DiSilvestro, Linda
Erf, Keith
Georges, Mary
Gregg, Alicia
Herbert, Christopher
Kenny, Catherine
Labrie, Brian
Murray, Megan
Miles, Julie
Noble, Kristin
Paquette, Kathleen
Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Scully, Kevin
Swanson, Dale
Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Devoid, Ricky
Hicks, Matthew
Luneau, David
Morse, Bryan
Polozov, Yury
See, Alvin
Thibault, James

Muns, Chris

LaMontagne, Jessica
Stone, John

Comtois, Barbara
Ploszaj, Tom

Crawford, Karel
Smith, Jonathan
Taylor, Brian

Murphy, Denis
Karasinski, Sly
O'Rorke, Terri
Weber, Lucy

Ouellet, Mike

Berezhny, Lex
Franz, Linda
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Boyd, Bill
Budathoki, Suraj
Cole, Brian
Daniels, Gary
Drew, Matt
Fedolfi, Jim
Giasson, Henry
Grill, Jessica
Jack, Martin
Kesselring, Steven
Lascelles, Richard
Mazur, Lisa
Mooney, Maureen
Notter, Jeanine
Pauer, Diane
Proulx, Mark
Rombeau, Catherine
Sheehan, Vanessa
Telerski, Laura
Veilleux, Daniel

Cambrils, Jose
Kelly, Eileen

Hill, Gregory

Hall, Muriel
Newsom, James
Richards, Beth
Snodgrass, Jim
Wallner, Mary Jane
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ROCKINGHAM
Ball, Lorie Bennett, Cindy Bernardy, JD Bridle, Nicholas
Bryer, Scott Mannion, Dennis Thomas, Douglas DeSimone, Debra
DeVito, Sayra Donnelly, Tanya Drago, Mike Dunn, Ron
Edgar, Michael Edwards, Jess Ford, Mary Gilman, Julie
Grote, Jaci Guthrie, Joseph Guzofski, James Harb, Robert
Janigian, John Murray, Kate Khan, Aboul Walsh, Lilli
Layon, Erica Love, David Lundgren, David Lynn, Bob
Paige, Mark Pearson, Mark Maggiore, Jim Malloy, Dennis
Manos, Zoe Markell, Jay McDonnell, Valerie McGrath, Linda
McMahon, Charles Melvin, Charles Meuse, David Milz, David
Nadeau, Brian Brown, Pam Perez, Kristine Popovici-Muller, Daniel

Porcelli, Susan

Potucek, John

Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine

Pearson, Stephen

Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt Scherr, Buzz Simpson, Alexis Soti, Julius
Spillane, James Summers, James Sweeney, Joe Sytek, John
Dolan, Tom Tudor, Paul Turer, Eric Vallone, Mark
Vandecasteele, Susan Verville, Kevin Vose, Michael MacDonald, Wayne
Ward, Gerald Weinstein, Toni Weyler, Kenneth Wilson, Vicki

STRAFFORD
Bailey, Glenn Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Burnham, Claudine
DeLemus, Susan DeRoy, Susan Farrington, Samuel Gilmore, Gary
Granger, Michael Howland, Allan Johnson, Erik Kaczynski, Thomas
Larochelle, John Miller, Seth Potenza, Kelley Hall, Robley
Southworth, Thomas Turcotte, Len Wade, Alice Walker, David
Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Sullivan, Brian Damon, Hope Drye, Margaret Girard, Dale
Grant, George Hemingway, Wayne Aron, Judy Aron, Michael
Palmer, William Rollins, Skip Smith, Steven Spilsbury, Walter

and the motion failed lacking the necessary two-thirds vote.

CONSENT CALENDAR

Rep. Osborne moved that the Consent Calendar with the relevant amendments as printed in the day’s House
Record be adopted.

HB 257-FN, establishing the crime of criminal neglect of a child, removed by McFarlane, Drew, Tom Man-
nion, Giasson, Granger, Popovici-Muller, Mehegan, Polozov, Burnham, and Corcoran.

HB 590, relative to cooperative school district school board elections, removed by Reps. Lane, Telerski, New-
som, Bricchi, Simpson, Muirhead, Ebel, Snodgrass, Damon and Ames.

HB 113, relative to OHRV operation on certain highways within the town of Windsor, removed by Reps.
Colcombe, Prudhomme-O’Brien, Mehegan, Moffett, Mazur, McFarlane, D. Kelley, DeVito, Drago, and Layon.
SB 106-FN, relative to the participation of customer generators in net energy metering, removed by Reps. Vose,
D. McGuire, Hill, Sabourin dit Choiniere, Schneller, Bernardy, Cambrils, Summers, D. Thomas, and Mattson.
Consent Calendar was adopted.

HB 241-FN, relative to treatment alternatives to opioids. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Julie Miles for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill, as amended, inserts a new section in RSA 420-J
requiring health carriers to develop and maintain a comprehensive program of pain management services for
persons with chronic pain. The program must provide access to a broad range of covered pain management
options, including but not limited to non-medication, nonsurgical, and non-opioid treatment modalities as
alternatives to opioid prescribing. The plan is to be filed with and approved by the Insurance Department as
part of the carrier’s form filing and approval process. The amendment requires carriers to make information
about these pain management programs publicly available and to distribute educational materials to providers
and covered persons. It further prohibits insurers from requiring prior authorization or utilization controls
for services the carriers are already providing as part of their pain management program and instructs that
treatment options cannot be more restrictive than those applicable to comparable opioid medications. The
effect of the bill is to expand access to evidence-based, non-opioid pain management services and promote
safer alternatives for chronic pain patients. The committee finds that this measure supports patient choice
and advances public health by reducing reliance on opioid-based therapies. Vote 17-0.

Amendment (2990h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to health insurance coverage of pain management services for the management of
chronic pain.

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:
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2 New Section; Managed Care Law; Development of a Comprehensive Program of Pain Management Services
for the Management of Chronic Pain. Amend RSA 420-J by inserting after section 7-e the following new section:

420-J:7-f Development of a Comprehensive Program of Pain Management Services for the Management of
Chronic Pain.

I. Health carriers shall develop, in accordance with guidelines established by the insurance department,
a program to provide access to a broad spectrum of covered pain management services, including, but not
limited to, non-medication, nonsurgical treatment modalities, and non-opioid medication treatment options
that serve as alternatives to opioid prescribing. This plan shall be approved by the department as a component
of the form filing and approval process.

I1. Health carriers shall provide to covered persons who suffer from a chronic pain condition information
regarding the pain management program and how to access services included in the program. Such informa-
tion shall also be publicly available on the health carrier’s website.

IT1. Health carriers shall annually distribute educational materials about the program to providers within
their networks.

IV. Health carriers shall not require a covered person accessing services as part of the program to obtain
prior authorization for covered, non-medication, nonsurgical treatment modalities that include restorative
therapies, behavioral health approaches or integrative health therapies, including acupuncture, chiropractic
treatments, massage and movement therapies.

V. No program under this section may establish utilization controls, including prior authorization or step
therapy requirements, for clinically appropriate non-opioid drugs approved by the United States Food and
Drug Administration for the treatment or management of pain, that are more restrictive or extensive than
the least restrictive or extensive utilization controls applicable to any clinically appropriate opioid drug.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2027.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill requires health carriers to develop, in accordance with guidelines established by the insurance
department, a program to provide access to a broad spectrum of covered pain management services for the
management of chronic pain.

The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 297-FN, relative to providing self-funded employer health benefit plans access to their claims data.
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Julie Miles for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill, as amended, updates RSA 420-G:11, V, to
extend data submission and transparency requirements to health carriers, licensed third-party administrators,
and entities registered under RSA 402-H that manage self-funded employer-sponsored plans. The amendment
requires that when an employer opts in to submit claims data, the carrier or administrator must notify the
employer that, if authorization is provided, the Insurance Department will deliver a de-identified and aggre-
gated utilization report to the employer on an annual basis. The amendment also specifies that health carriers
and third-party administrators administering self-funded plans shall provide this notification annually upon
renewal. It ensures that employers who choose to participate receive access to claims data in a secure, de-
identified format to promote cost transparency, benchmarking, and informed health benefit management. The
effect of this bill is to improve employer access to health care utilization information while maintaining strict
privacy protections for individual claims data. The committee finds that this measure enhances transparency
in employer-sponsored coverage and supports better cost control and accountability within New Hampshire’s
health insurance markets. Vote 17-0.

Amendment (2987h)
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
1 Portability, Availability, and Renewability of Health Coverage; Disclosure of Claims Data from Self-
Funded Employer-Sponsored Plans. Amend RSA 420-G:11, V to read as follows:

V. In addition to those lives listed in paragraph IV, the data submission requirements of paragraphs II
and II-a shall also apply to all health carriers, licensed third party administrators, and any entity required to
be registered with the commissioner pursuant to RSA 402-H with respect to claims data for all lives covered
by any other self-funded employer-sponsored plan, when the employer has opted in writing to the submis-
sion of the data. The carrier or administrator shall notify the employer of the employer’s option to authorize
submission of the data. The carrier or administrator shall also notify the employer that, if such au-
thorization is provided, the commissioner shall provide the employer access, on an annual basis,
to a utilization report based on the de-identified and aggregated claims data associated with that
employer-sponsored plan. The commissioner shall adopt rules under RSA 541-A specifying the form of
such opt in, which shall include, but not be limited to, notice to the employer regarding why it is receiving
the notification form, the privacy protections for the data submitted should the employer choose to opt in,
the access to its own claims data that will be afforded to the employer, and the transparency benefits,
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including benefits to employers, of broad inclusion of as many lives as possible in the database created under
RSA 420-G:11-a. Health carriers and third party administrators administering self-funded employer-
sponsored plans shall provide this notice to such employers annually upon renewal. Nothing in this
paragraph shall be construed to impose any reporting obligation on any self-funded employer or plan sponsor,
or to impose any requirement with respect to the manner in which any such self-funded plan is administered.
Nothing in this paragraph shall prevent a health carrier or third party administrator from communicating
its views to an employer about the employer’s decision whether to opt in to the submission of claims data.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill provides that, if an employer sponsoring a self-funded health benefit plan authorizes submission
of its claims data to the state’s comprehensive health care information system, the insurance commissioner
shall provide that employer access to a utilization report based on de-identified claims data for the employer-
sponsored plan.

HB 312, relative to the right of intercollegiate student-athletes to earn compensation through the use of their
name, image, or likeness. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Adam Presa for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. Although it is important for intercollegiate student-
athletes to be able to benefit from use of their name, image, or likeness, at this point we do not have enough
information to pass legislation surrounding this issue. Vote 17-0.

HB 359, prohibiting denial of banking and insurance services based on any factor that is not quantitative,
impartial, and risk-based as measured by an objective standard. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Keith Ammon for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill addresses so-called “debanking” by prohib-
iting financial institutions and insurers from denying services based on non-quantitative, subjective factors.
On August 7, 2025, President Trump signed a federal executive order directing federal banking regulators to
remove “reputational risk” from their guidelines and audit prior debanking incidents. This bill would estab-
lish similar state-level protections by amending banking law (RSA 383-A:5-511-b) and insurance law (RSA
417:4) to prohibit service denials based on political beliefs, religious affiliation, firearm ownership, fossil fuel
engagement, ESG standards, or other non-quantitative factors. Violations would be treated as unfair or decep-
tive practices under RSA 358-A. Banking and insurance industry representatives opposed the bill, warning it
would constrain underwriting discretion, increase costs, and reduce service availability. The Banking Commis-
sioner flagged enforcement costs requiring additional staff. The Department of Justice raised concerns about
enforceability, given existing RSA 358-A exemptions for banking and insurance. Public testimony highlighted
potential conflicts with federal banking oversight. While the underlying policy concern has merit, the bill
requires refinement regarding enforceability, federal preemption risks, impact on underwriting practices, and
lack of baseline data on debanking incidents. Vote 15-2.

HB 427, relative to amending the uniform commercial code. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Keith Ammon for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill proposes amendments to New Hampshire’s
Uniform Commercial Code (UCC: RSA Chapter 382-A) to apply New Hampshire law to securities transactions;
prioritize investor claims over creditor claims in securities intermediary insolvencies; and exclude program-
mable digital currencies from “deposit account” status. The bill would apply New Hampshire law to securities
intermediation, shield pooled investor assets from intermediary creditors, prioritize investors over creditors
in insolvency, and exclude programmable currencies from deposit account treatment. Proponents argue that
current securitization practices shift ownership and control to institutions, creating systemic risk, and that
the bill therefore protects investor rights. Opponents from the Uniform Law Commission and banking indus-
try contend state-level UCC changes would fragment national uniformity, destabilize markets, and create
litigation risk. They advocate for federal solutions. The committee found the issues sufficiently complex and
interconnected with federal authority to warrant an interim study rather than passage. No consensus existed
on whether identified problems justify departing from established UCC uniformity. The committee determined
that further study would allow assessment of whether workable elements could emerge or whether federal
guidance would provide clearer direction. Vote 17-0.

HB 454, requiring that retailers of fuel blends with 15% ethanol also offer fuel blends with 10% or lower
ethanol content. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. John Hunt for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. The bill was requiring that retailers of fuel blends with
15% ethanol also offer fuel blends with 10% or lower ethanol content. The committee wants to keep this bill
in case the issue does become a problem. Vote 17-0.

HB 565, allowing persons under 21 into veterans’ clubs, private clubs, and social clubs under certain conditions.
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. John Potucek for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill as introduced allows persons under 21
into veterans’ clubs, private clubs, and social clubs if they are signed in by a person who is 21 years of age
or older. The committee amendment now says: “No person under the age of 18 shall be in any room where
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liquor, beverages, and specialty beverages are sold, unless accompanied by a parent, legal guardian, or adult
spouse and who has signed the minor or minors into the club and listed their ages. A person who is under
21 years old that presents a valid military identification card shall not need to be accompanied by a person
21 years old or older.” Vote 16-1.

Amendment (3022h)
Amend RSA 178:22, V(h)(2) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

(2)(A) No person under the age of 18 shall be in any room where liquor, beverages, and specialty bever-
ages are sold, unless accompanied by a parent, legal guardian, or adult spouse and who has signed the
minor or minors into the club and listed their ages. A person who is under 21 years old that presents a
valid military identification card shall not need to be accompanied by a person 21 years old or older.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill allows persons under 21 into veterans’ clubs, private clubs, and social clubs if they are accompanied
by a parent, legal guardian, or adult spouse, or if they present a valid military identification card.

HB 706-FN, relative to prohibiting insurance companies from conducting an audit of providers services after
services have been delivered but before payment has been made to such provider. REFER FOR INTERIM
STUDY.

Rep. John Hunt for Commerce and Consumer Affairs.The Insurance Department is currently making rule
changes so the committee wants to revisit the issue once the new rules have been implemented. Vote 17-0.

HB 721-FN, relative to establishing gold and silver as legal tender. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Keith Ammon for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill would establish gold and silver in coin and
bar form as legal tender for public and private transactions in New Hampshire, contingent on the buyer and
seller agreeing on fair market value. The bill would create RSA Chapter 5-E and permit unlimited posses-
sion of precious metals. As of 2025, at least twelve US states have enacted laws recognizing gold and silver
as legal tender, including recent adopters Alabama, Florida, Idaho, and Arkansas, alongside earlier adopters
such as Utah, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Wyoming, and Texas. This trend is grounded in Article I, Section 10 of
the U.S. Constitution, which reserves to states the authority to recognize gold and silver as legal tender. The
committee identified practical concerns during review. Local government officials expressed opposition, cit-
ing security and storage burdens for municipalities. State fiscal agencies flagged potential tax complications
and possible exemption of gold/silver transactions from the business profits tax, with indeterminable revenue
impacts. State financial agencies reported a lack of infrastructure to accept or process precious metals. The
committee concluded the bill requires refinement regarding enforcement mechanisms, municipal coordination,
and interaction with state tax and banking law before passage. Vote 17-0.

HB 725-FN, relative to ground ambulance services. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. John Hunt for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. The issue of ground ambulance services was resolved
earlier this biennium, so the bill is no longer needed. Vote 17-0.

SB 162-FN, relative to restrictions on acquisition of ownership, controlling, and occupancy interests in real
property by certain foreign principals on or around certain military installations, and criminal penalties and
civil forfeiture procedures for illegal acquisition. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. John Hunt for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. The issue of ownership in real property by certain
foreign principals was resolved earlier this biennium, so the bill is no longer needed. Vote 17-0.

SB 247, prohibiting network exclusion for pharmacies that refuse to dispense a prescription of the PBM
reimbursement that is below the pharmacy’s acquisition cost. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Carry Spier for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. A study committee was active during the summer of
2024 to determine what type of legislation could be developed to reduce the losses encountered by pharmacies
for some drugs that cannot be obtained for the prices set by pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs). Pharmacies
and PBMs were well represented. This bill touched on some of the recommendations, and after two amend-
ments the committee heard from the owner of several pharmacies that the bill did not reflect the problems
he was seeing. As a result, the committee feels that the bill will benefit from further study to reconcile the
various points of view. Vote 17-0.

HB 102-FN, relative to oversight of federal law enforcement actions. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The committee, after hearing from the public and
discussing the bill came to the conclusion that it was inexpedient to legislate. The bill on its face is uncon-
stitutional as it violates the Supremacy Clause of the United States Constitution. It’s a well-meaning, but
legally flawed attempt at oversight that courts would invalidate to preserve federal primacy. Vote 16-0.

HB 206-FN, relative to government agent entries into secured premises. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMEND-
MENT.

Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill strengthens core fourth amendment and
Part I, Article 19 safeguards for granite state property owners by mandating that law enforcement agents,
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or any individuals acting on their behalf, obtain a judicial warrant, supported by individualized probable
cause, before entering “secured premises” on private land. The amendment precisely refines the definition
of “government agent” to encompass only state or local law enforcement agents, or other persons working
with or at the behest of law enforcement, ensuring the bill’s focus remains squarely on protecting against
unauthorized police intrusions without implicating routine regulatory or administrative visits by non law
enforcement officials. Crucially, the bill preserves the full statutory authority of Fish and Game conserva-
tion officers under RSA 206:26, I, to access any property outside buildings for wildlife enforcement, exempt-
ing them entirely from the warrant requirement and addressing concerns from the department without
compromising their essential work. Landowners, hunters, and rural residents testified passionately about
the need to end suspicionless warrantless entries onto clearly marked private property, which have long
undermined trust in law enforcement while serving little practical purpose. The amendment’s targeted
scope garnered unanimous support, with no opposition from stakeholders, affirming that this is a balanced
restoration of constitutional boundaries: government agents must respect the same “No Trespassing” signs
that bind every private citizen. Vote 16-0.

Amendment (3098h)
Amend RSA 595-A:11, I as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
I. For purposes of this section:

(a) “Government agent” means any state or local law enforcement agent, or any other person working
with or acting at the behest of law enforcement.

(b) “Probable cause” means the presence of facts and circumstances within the government agent’s
knowledge that would warrant a person of reasonable caution to believe that an offense has been or is being
committed.

(c) “Secured premises” means privately-owned land which is posted in a manner prescribed by RSA
207:22-a and 635:4; which is otherwise posted in a manner reasonably likely to come to the attention of in-
truders; or which is fenced or otherwise enclosed in whole or in part in a manner which a reasonable person
would understand evidences an ongoing intent to exclude intruders.

(d) “Warrant” means a court order authorizing a search or seizure that is supported by individualized prob-
able cause and executed by a magistrate or judge.

HB 330-FN, relative to establishing penalties for violations of the confidentiality of motor vehicle records.
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The committee after public hearing and discussion,
concluded that this bill should be found inexpedient to legislate. The bill seeks to impose new state penalties
for violating the confidentiality of motor vehicle records, such as driver’s license data or registration info,
under RSA 260:14. While protecting privacy sounds good, the bill is problematic as it risks legal challenges,
administrative chaos, and unintended economic harm without meaningfully enhancing privacy. Better to
strengthen federal compliance training than layer on flawed state rules. Vote 16-0.

HB 767-FN, expanding requirements for reports to law enforcement by the department of health and human
services. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Nancy Murphy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. During the work session, the committee heard
testimony from the bill’s prime sponsor, the DCYF Director, and DCYF’s Chief of Legal, Regulatory and
Legislative Affairs regarding DCYF protocols and procedures, how they would be impacted by this bill as
introduced, and the proposed $6M fiscal note. This bill, as amended, amends RSA 169-C:38, I, and requires
that in addition to its duties as outlined in 169-C:34, the department immediately make a verbal report to on-
duty local law enforcement, in the community in which the acts of abuse are believed to have occurred, in all
cases in which there is reason to believe any person under age 18 has been subject to sexual contact or sexual
penetration as defined in RSA 632-A:1, III; sexual exploitation; intentional physical injury causing serious
bodily injury; physical injury by other than accidental means causing serious bodily injury; non-accidental
physical injury by a parent or legal guardian such that visible contusions inconsistent with reasonable physi-
cal discipline are present; or is a victim of a crime. It requires that a written report be made to law enforce-
ment within 48 hours, Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays excluded. This bill, as amended, also makes clear
that law enforcement shall not rely upon the department to gather information for its investigation unless
required by RSA 169-C:38-a. And finally, this bill as amended amends RSA 169-C:38, IV clarifies that law
enforcement personnel or department employees who are trained caseworkers shall have the right to enter
any public place, including but not limited to schools and child care agencies, for the purposes of conducting
an interview with a child, with or without the consent or notification of the parent or parents of such child
if there is reason to believe the child has been subject to the aforementioned included list of harms, with the
addition of abandonment and neglect. The committee prioritizes child protection and welfare, supports the
department’s efforts, and chose unanimously to amend the bill as introduced in an effort to be consistent with
those goals while remaining fiscally responsible. Vote 14-0.



48 7 JANUARY 2026 HOUSE RECORD

Amendment (3037h)
Amend RSA 169-C:38, I(a) and (b) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing them with the following:
I.(a) In addition to the duties of the department of health and human services as outlined in
RSA 169-C:34, the department shall [immediatelyl, by telephone or in person, immediately [refer] verbally
report to an on duty officer of the local law enforcement agency in the community in which the acts
of abuse are believed to have occurred all cases in which there is reason to believe that any person under
the age of 18 years has been:

[(a)](1) [sexually-molested] Subjected to sexual contact or sexual penetration which can be
reasonably construed as being for the purpose of sexual arousal or gratification or the humiliation
of the person being touched, or serious personal injury, as defined in RSA 632-A:1, III.

[B)] (2) [sexually] Sexually exploited;

[te)] (3) [intentionally] Intentionally physically injured so as to cause serious bodily injury;

[tb] (4) [physically] Physically injured by other than accidental means so as to cause serious bodily
injury; [er]

(5) Physically injured by a parent or legal guardian by other than accidental means such
that there are visible contusions mconststent wzth reasonable physlcal dzsczplme, or

[66}] ( 6) [a] A V1ct1m of a crimel[;-teo W i At

( b) The department shall also make a wrltten report to the law enforcement agency within 48 hours,
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays excluded. A copy of this report shall be sent to the office of the county attorney.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill requires the department of health and human services to immediately verbally report a complaint
of crime, abuse, or neglect of a child directly to an on duty law enforcement officer. The bill also refines
requirements for entry into public places by law enforcement and trained case workers.

SB 41-FN, changing the reckless driving minimum penalties. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This is the Senate version of the same House Bill that
was passed and signed into law in 2025. Vote 16-0.

SB 49-FN, establishing the crime of and penalties for unlawful use of unmanned aircraft systems. OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This is the Senate version of a House Bill that was
passed and signed into law. It was discovered that a minor edit to the law, including dates was necessary
and the amendment adopted by the committee accomplishes this. Vote 16-0.

Amendment (3024h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to the unlawful operation or use of unmanned aircraft systems.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Unlawful Operation or Use of Small Unmanned Aircraft System. Amend RSA 644:23, II to read as
follows:

I1. A person is guilty of a violation for a first offense, and a misdemeanor for a second or subsequent
offense, if such person operates a small unmanned aircraft system in violation of laws and regulations of the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), [inctuding but-netlimited-to] specifically 14 C.F.R. part 107, as of
July 24, 2025.

2 Unlawful Operation or Use of Small Unmanned Aircraft System. Amend RSA 644:23, III(a) to read as
follows:
(a) Comply with FAA Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems Rule, 14 C.F.R. part 107, as of July 24, 2025;
3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill clarifies the version of the federal regulation with which operators of small unmanned aircraft
systems must comply.

SB 71-FN, relative to cooperation with federal immigration authorities. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The bill is the Senate version of the same House Bill
that was passed and signed into law. Vote 16-0.

SB 149-FN, relative to the crime of aggravated driving while intoxicated. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Terry Roy for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This is the Senate version of the same House Bill that
was passed and signed into law in 2025. Vote 16-0.

HB 443, relative to terms of appointed members on the higher education commission. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.
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Rep. Rick Ladd for Education Funding. This bill was introduced for the purpose of clarifying the terms of
members of the Higher Education Commission. The purpose of the commission is to regulate career schools,
administer financial programs for students at higher education institutions, enter into cooperative interstate
or international agreements with higher education institutions, approve and regulate private post-secondary
career schools, and more. The statute this bill addresses has been determined by both the committee and the
Department of Education as not needing clarification or change. Vote 18-0.

HB 729-FN-A, making an appropriation to the department of education for an attorney to recodify education
laws. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for Education Funding. This bill requires the review and recodification of all
education statutes, an immense undertaking. The process would address many valid concerns as some of the
education related statutes are in conflict and some are simply difficult to read and apply. Unfortunately, the
more the committee looked into procedural details, the clearer it became that passing this bill as written, due
to complexities, associated costs, and many unresolved issues, is not possible; and therefore, the committee
recommends Interim Study. The committee will continue to work on this important matter to determine the
best way to address these concerns. Vote 18-0.

HB 734-FN, relative to the state education property tax and the low- and moderate-income homeowners
property tax relief program. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Walter Spilsbury for Education Funding. This bill has three components: 1) requiring that all state-
wide education property tax revenues be remitted to the Department of Revenue Administration for deposit
into the education trust fund; 2) modifying the criteria for relief from that tax for low-and-moderate-income
homeowners; and 3) establishing a study committee to further assess that relief program. Similar bills have
come before the House the past two terms. While the committee sees merit in these proposals, it is not ready
to settle on the exact mix of measures that should tie together in a comprehensive reform of our statewide
property tax, which it will continue to work on during 2026. Vote 18-0.

HB 742-FN-A, requiring catastrophic special education state aid funding to be drawn from the education
trust fund. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Rick Ladd for Education Funding. This bill removes the prorated distribution requirement when insuf-
ficient special education funding is appropriated by the state. For example, in the previous session, $34 million
was appropriated for special education aid (catastrophic aid). The actual cost for this period of time amounted
to $50+ million, a $16 million shortfall. Due to the shortfall, funds received by local education agencies were
prorated to 68% of the actual amount spent. As introduced, this bill would require the Governor to draw a
warrant for the education trust fund to satisfy the shortfall amount. If the balance in the education trust fund
after the issuance of the warrant is less than zero, the state comptroller would be required to transfer suf-
ficient funds from the general fund to eliminate the shortfall. To address “shortfall” type issues in the future,
a statute change was made this previous year to set the proration amount at 80%. The Education Funding
Committee has recommended Interim Study on this bill as the issue of costing special education is currently
underway by a statutory commission addressing the costing and accountability for all aspects of special educa-
tion by federal, state, and local governments. The commission recognizes that local education agencies cannot
continue to support 85% of special education costs. In FY24, special education costs totaled $977.1 million, of
which the state appropriated $33.9 million for special education aid, $67.4 million for differentiated special
education aid, and the federal government contributed $50.8 million (IDEA). Local districts then covered the
difference, $825.1 million. The study commission’s report is due July 1, 2026. Vote 18-0.

HB 772-FN, establishing a foundation opportunity budget program for funding public education. REFER
FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Walter Spilsbury for Education Funding. This is an ambitious bill to modify the determination and fund-
ing for an opportunity for an adequate education, by proposing a complex scheme of “foundation opportunity
budgets and state foundation opportunity grants.” A similar bill came before the House last term, and the
committee welcomed it again this term but did not have a sufficient opportunity to get deeply into its details.
While the committee is not prepared to recommend either pass or fail at this time, it is best that the topic
remains in front of the committee as we continue to work on solutions to our public funding of local public
education in 2026. Vote 17-0.

HB 362, granting the department of education rulemaking authority to require candidates to obtain passing
scores on professional education assessments. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Valerie McDonnell for Education Policy and Administration. The committee believes the legislation is
duplicative of current law established by HB 440 (2025). Under the law, specifically RSA 186:11, X(a), all
candidates for licensure must pass a professional education assessment, as determined by the State Board
of Education. This requirement may be waived for Career and Technical Education (CTE) teachers with an
industry-recognized credential. Vote 18-0.
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SB 211, relative to biological sex in student athletics. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Kristin Noble for Education Policy and Administration. The majority of the committee arrived at the
same recommendation via different paths. While some are against the policy entirely, others will defer to a
bill coming from the Senate in this next session. Vote 16-2.

HB 281, requiring electronic voter checklists to be supplied in a sortable format. OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT.

Rep. Ross Berry for Election Law. As amended, this bill mandates that when the voter file is requested and
delivered electronically that it be sent in a sortable format. This is to counter the “PDF” issue where some
clerks are complying to the existing law by sending the voter list in a largely unusable format. Vote 17-0.

Amendment (2939h)
Amend RSA 657:15, II - III as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

IT. Candidates whose names appear on the ballot and persons bearing notarized requests or copies of
notarized requests from candidates whose names appear on the ballot may obtain a list of absentee voter
applicants from the clerk, excluding voters who have presented to the supervisors of the checklist valid pro-
tective orders pursuant to RSA 173-B. If requested this list shall be supplied electronically in a sortable
spreadsheet or comma-separated values (CSV) format from the information in the statewide centralized
voter registration database. If an electronic copy exists, it shall be provided without charge in accordance
with RSA 91-A.

ITI. Candidates whose names appear on the ballot for statewide office and persons bearing a notarized
request from candidates whose names appear on the ballot for statewide office may obtain a statewide list
of absentee voter applicants, excluding voters who have presented to the supervisors of the checklist valid
protective orders pursuant to RSA 173-B from the secretary of state. Information on the statewide absentee
voter list shall be limited to voter name and address where registered, voter ID number, voter’s party, the
type of election the absentee ballot was requested in, the date the absentee ballot was requested, the date
the absentee ballot was sent or handed to the voter, and the date that the absentee ballot envelope was re-
turned. If the absentee ballot was sent to an address different from the voter’s address where he or
she registered, then the address where the absentee ballot was sent shall also be included.

HB 289, regarding domicile qualifications for voting. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Robert Wherry for Election Law. Testimony raised concerns that a voter’s dependent tax status could
affect their ability to vote. As drafted, the bill risked allowing a parent or guardian’s decision to claim someone
as a dependent—possibly without the dependent’s knowledge—to influence that person’s voting rights. While
applicants may use tax forms to establish domicile, privacy issues may arise if a third party’s tax documents
are needed to determine someone else’s domicile. Additional testimony addressed the university system’s
method for determining student residency at the time of application. Applying that standard to voting could
effectively create an excessive durational requirement. For these reasons, the bill in its original form is un-
likely to survive legal challenge. The committee also heard consistent testimony that registering or voting in
New Hampshire requires compliance with the state’s residency requirements. Meeting those requirements
is a verifiable expression of intent to establish domicile. This raises core questions: If an individual fails to
meet residency requirements, does that failure invalidate their claim of domicile? And does it render them
unqualified to vote in future elections until those requirements are satisfied? Many states impose minimum
residency periods before a voter may cast a ballot. The majority agrees that failure to meet residency obliga-
tions is not voter fraud. Voting is, however, a civic responsibility, and voters must accept the obligations that
come with establishing residency. The New Hampshire Supreme Court addressed many of these issues in
Casey v. New Hampshire Secretary of State (May 20, 2020). Because of the concerns that were raised, however,
the committee chose to recommend this bill as Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 17-0.

HB 341-FN, requiring the secretary of state to check voter records prior to every election. INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Gerald Ward for Election Law. The purpose of this bill has been obviated by recent legislation, rendering
it unnecessary. Vote 17-0.

HB 693-FN, relative to ballot counting procedures and permitting the hand counting of ballots. INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Ross Berry for Election Law. This bill enabled voters to request their ballot be hand counted. This was
enacted this legislative term via another bill and is thus unnecessary. Vote 17-0.

SB 44, relative to hand counts of ballots in elections. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Ross Berry for Election Law. This bill enabled voters to request their ballot be hand counted. This was
enacted this legislative term via another bill and is thus unnecessary. Vote 17-0.

HB 244, updating and recodifying the municipal enforcement of the building and fire code. OUGHT TO
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
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Rep. Erica Layon for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill pulls sections of law related to
the building code out of two sections of law and recodifies them in RSA 155-A. In doing this, it repeals 13
sections of law and several smaller portions of law and places these in RSA 155-A. It also removes refer-
ences to actions and roles moved, and updates references throughout. It is a significant undertaking, and
for that reason the bill has been amended by the committee to improve upon the initial draft in accuracy
and precision. Vote 16-0.

Amendment (2952h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Procedure for Ordering Building Vacated. Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 147:16-a to read
as follows:

The health officer shall have the authority to order occupants to vacate a building, structure, or other
premises if the officer determines, based on reasonable information and belief, that the condition of such
premises constitutes a clear and imminent danger to the life or health of occupants or other persons, and
that protection of life or health requires vacating the premises. For the purposes of this section, “officer”
shall mean any municipal official who orders such vacation, including the health officer acting under the
authority of this section, RSA 147:4, or RSA 147:11, the building [inspector] official acting under RSA
[674:52-a] 155-A:3, or the fire chief acting under RSA 154:21-a. The following procedure shall apply:

2 Public Accommodations Constructed After January 1, 1992. Amend RSA 155:39-d to read as follows:

155:39-d Public Accommodations Constructed After January 1, 1992. This section applies to any new building
or facility proposed to be constructed specifically as a place of public accommodation on or after January 1, 1992.
This section also applies to any single enlargement of an existing building or facility which enlargement is pro-
posed to be constructed on or after January 1, 1992, if the cost of such enlargement exceeds 25 percent of the fair
market value of the real estate and building or facility situated thereon but only to the portion thereof which is so
enlarged. Facilities subject to this section shall meet the requirements of the New Hampshire code for barrier-free
design established pursuant to RSA 275-C:14-17. This section shall also be enforced by the building [inspeetor]
official as provided in RSA [676:11-13] 155-A:3.

3 New Paragraphs; Definitions. Amend RSA 155-A:1 by inserting after paragraph VI the following new
paragraphs:

VII. “District commissioners” means the board of commissioners of a village district or precinct.

VIII. “Local governing body” means, in addition to any other appropriate title:

(a) Board of selectmen in a town;

(b) City council or board of aldermen in a city;

(c) Village district commissioners in a village district; or

(d) County commissioners in a county in which there are located unincorporated towns or unorganized
places.

IX. “Local legislative body” means one of the following basic forms of government utilized by a municipality:

(a) Council, whether city or town;
(b) Mayor-council;

(c) Mayor-board of aldermen;

(d) Village district or precinct;

(e) Town meeting; or

(f) County convention.

X. “Mayor” means the chief executive officer of the municipality, whether the official designation of the
office is mayor of a city, city or town manager, the board of selectmen of a town, the board of commissioners
of a village district, the county commissioners of a county in which there are located unincorporated towns
or unorganized places, or any other title or any official designated in the municipal charter to perform the
duties of “mayor.”

XI. “Municipality” or “municipal” means, includes and relates to cities, towns, village districts, and counties
in which there are located unincorporated towns or unorganized places.

XII. “Selectmen” means the board of selectmen of a town and the county commissioners of a county in
which there are located unincorporated towns or unorganized places.

4 State Building Code. Amend RSA 155-A:2, VI to read as follows:

VI. For any municipality which has not adopted an enforcement mechanism under RSA 674:51, the
contractor of the building, building component, or structure shall notify the state fire marshal concerning the
type of construction before construction begins excluding one- and 2-family dwellings. Any municipality that
has adopted an enforcement mechanism under RSA 674:51 may contract with a local enforcement agency or
a qualified third party for these services as an alternative to establishing the position of building inspector
under RSA 674:51, ITI(c), and such agency or third party shall have the same authority as a building [inspee-
tor] official as provided in that section.

5 Enforcement Mechanism; Local Enforcement Agency. Amend RSA 155-A:3, I to read as follows:



52 7 JANUARY 2026 HOUSE RECORD

I. The local legislative body, as defined in RSA [672:8] 155-A:1, is hereby empowered and authorized
to establish a local enforcement agency, as defined in RSA 155-A:1, III, to enforce the state building code
adopted under RSA 155-A. The local legislative body may adopt a nationally recognized code not included
in, and not inconsistent with, the state building code, except for a nationally recognized code which has the
same or similar scope or purpose, as determined by the building code review board, that is included in the
most recent edition of the state building code adopted under RSA 155-A:1, IV.

6 Local Amendments; Application. Amend RSA 155-A:3, ITI(d)(1) - (2) to read as follows:
(1) Accept and review appropriate [design] construction documents;
(2) Issue building permits as provided in RSA [676:11-13] 155-A:4,;

7 Local Amendments; Application. Amend RSA 155-A:3, VII to read as follows:

VII. The state building code established in RSA 155-A shall be effective in all municipalities, as defined
in RSA [672:16] 155-A:1, in the state, without further local modification, except as permitted by this sec-
tion, and shall be enforced as provided in RSA 155-A:7. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no local
legislative body shall enact or enforce any ordinance, adopt or enforce any rule, or implement any regulation
that amends, overrides, or deviates from the state building code, or addresses any subject included in the
state building code, except as otherwise permitted by this section or other statute, on or after the effective
date of this section. All municipalities with an enforcement mechanism shall enforce and comply fully with
the state building code without further local modification, except as otherwise permitted by this section or
other statute.

8 Local Amendments; Application. Amend RSA 155-A:3, IX and X to read as follows:

IX. No municipality or local land use board, as defined in RSA [672:7] 155-A:1, shall enforce any ordi-
nance, regulation, code, or administrative practice requiring the installation of automatic fire suppression
sprinklers in any new or existing detached one- or two-family dwelling unit in a structure used only for
residential purposes, or in existing buildings that contain, or will contain, no more than four dwelling units,
unless fire sprinklers are existing or are required by a nonresidential occupancy.

X. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no municipality or local land use board shall
enforce any existing ordinance, regulation, code, or administrative practice requiring the installation or use
of automatic fire suppression sprinklers in any manufactured housing unit, as defined in RSA 674:31, situ-
ated in a manufactured housing park, as defined in RSA 205-A:1, II. Nothing in this paragraph shall affect
the ability of an applicant for a local land use permit to include the installation of fire suppression sprinklers
pursuant to RSA 674:36, [fV] VI, or affect the validity or enforceability of such inclusion.

[X:] XI. No county, city, town, village district, local land use board, or other subdivision of this state
shall adopt any ordinance, regulation, code, or administrative practice that prohibits or restricts a person or
entity from installing a safe and commercially available heating or other energy system of their choice, or
from engaging the services of an energy provider of their choice to install, connect, or resupply such energy
system. In this paragraph, “energy provider” means a qualified and licensed distributor of oil, propane, natural
gas, or other company or entity that supplies energy or related services to the public.

XII. The building official shall have the authority to order occupants to vacate a building,
structure, or other premises if the inspector determines, based on reasonable information and belief,
that there is imminent danger of failure or collapse, or the condition of such premises otherwise
constitutes a clear and imminent danger to the life or safety of occupants or other persons and
that protection of life or safety requires vacating the premises. Such an order shall be subject to
the procedures of RSA 147:16-a, which shall supersede inconsistent provisions contained in any
local code or code adopted by reference.

XIII. The provisions of paragraph I shall not apply to a residence which is occupied by the
owner and his or her immediate family, unless the condition of such premises constitutes a clear
and imminent danger to the life or health of persons other than the occupant or occupants.

9 New Sections; Building Code Enforcement. Amend RSA 155-A by inserting after section 3-c the following
new sections:
155-A:3-d Building Code Board of Appeals.

I. The building code board of appeals shall hear and decide appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations
made by the building official or fire official relative to the application and interpretation of the state building
code or state fire code as defined in RSA 155-A:1. If the zoning board of adjustment or board of selectmen is
acting as the building code board of appeals under RSA 155-A:3, its jurisdiction shall be limited to hearing
appeals of local amendments to the state building code or state fire code, and all other appeals shall be made
to the building code review board under RSA 155-A:11-b. An application for appeal shall be based on a claim
that the true intent of the code or the rules adopted thereunder have been incorrectly interpreted, the provi-
sions of the code do not fully apply, or an equally good or better form of construction is proposed. The board
shall have no authority to waive requirements of the state building code or the state fire code.

I1. Appeals of decisions of any local building code board of appeals shall be made within 30 days of the
board’s decision to the state building code review board as outlined under RSA 155-A:10, IV(c).
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II1. The building code board of appeals shall consist of 3 or 5 members who shall be appointed in a manner
prescribed by the local legislative body; provided, however, that an elected zoning board of adjustment may
act as the building code board of appeals. Each member of the board shall be a resident of the municipality
in order to be appointed.

IV. The term of an appointed building code board of appeals member shall be 3 years. The initial terms
of members first appointed or elected to any building code board of appeals shall be staggered so that no more
than one appointment occurs annually in the case of a 3 member board and no more than 2 appointments or
elections occur annually in the case of a 5 member board, except when required to fill vacancies.

V. The term of office for an appointed building code board of appeals member shall begin on a date
established by the appointing authority, or as soon thereafter as the member is qualified, and shall end 3
years after the date so established. If no successor has been appointed and qualified at the expiration of
an appointed member’s term, the member shall be entitled to remain in office until a successor has been
appointed and qualified.

VI. The local legislative body may provide for the appointment of not more than 5 alternate members to
any appointed building code board of appeals, who shall be appointed by the appointing authority. The terms
of alternate members shall be 3 years.

VII. Each building code board of appeals shall elect its chairperson from the appointed or elected members
and may create other offices as it deems necessary.

VIII. The term of every officer and chairperson elected by a building code board of appeals shall be one
year. Both the chairperson and officers shall be eligible for reelection.

IX. Meetings of the building code board of appeals shall be held at the call of the chairperson and at
such other times as the board may determine.

X. A majority of the membership of a building code board of appeals shall constitute the quorum necessary
in order to transact business at any meeting of a building code board of appeals.

XI. Whenever a regular member of a building code board of appeals is absent or whenever a regular
member disqualifies himself or herself, and an alternate member is present, the chairperson shall designate
an alternate to act in the absent member’s place.

XII. Vacancies in the membership of a building code board of appeals occurring other than through the
expiration of a term of office shall be filled by the original appointing authority for the unexpired term. The
chairperson of the building code board of appeals may designate an alternate member of the board to fill the
vacancy temporarily until the vacancy is filled.

XIII. After public hearing, appointed members and alternate members of an appointed building code
board of appeals may be removed by the appointing authority upon written findings of inefficiency, neglect
of duty, or malfeasance in office.

XIV. The appointing authority or the building code board of appeals shall file with the city or town clerk, the
village district clerk, or the clerk for the county commissioners, whichever is appropriate, a written statement of
reasons for removal under this section.

XV. No member of a building code board of appeals shall participate in deciding or shall sit upon the
hearing of any question which the board is to decide in a judicial capacity if that member has a direct personal
or pecuniary interest in the outcome which differs from the interest of other citizens, or if that member would
be disqualified for any cause to act as a juror upon the trial of the same matter in any action at law. Reasons
for disqualification do not include exemption from service as a juror or knowledge of the facts involved gained
in the performance of the member’s official duties.

XVI. Each building code board of appeals may appoint such employees as it deems necessary for its work
who shall be subject to the same employment rules as other corresponding civil employees of the municipality.
Each board may also contract with planners, engineers, architects, and other consultants for such services as
it may require. The expenditures of the board, exclusive of gifts, reimbursements, or amounts held pursuant to
this section, shall be within the amounts appropriated for the purpose by the local legislative body, which may
provide such funds, equipment, and accommodations as it deems necessary or advisable for the board’s work.
Each board may accept and use gifts, grants, or contributions for the exercise of its functions, in accordance
with procedures established for the expenditure of funds within the municipality.

XVII. Any fee which a building code board of appeals, acting pursuant to this title, collects from
an applicant to cover an expense lawfully imposed upon that applicant, including but not limited to
the expense of notice, the expense of consultant services or investigative studies under this title, or the
implementation of conditions lawfully imposed as part of a conditional approval, may be paid out toward
that expense without approval of the local legislative body. This paragraph shall not apply to application,
permit, or inspection fees which have been set by the local legislative body as part of an ordinance, or by
the selectmen under RSA 41:9-a. Notwithstanding RSA 155-A:1, a building official shall not be considered
a “building code board of appeals” for purposes of this section. Such fees shall:

(a) Be placed in the custody of the municipal treasurer whenever held by the municipality, subject to
the same investment limitations as for other municipal funds;
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(b) Be paid out only for the purpose for which the expense was imposed upon the applicant;

(c) Be held in a separate, nonlapsing account, and not commingled with other municipal funds;
provided, however, that such fees may be used to reimburse any account from which an amount has been
paid out in anticipation of the receipt of said fees; and

(d) Be paid out by the municipal treasurer only upon order of the building code board of appeals or
its designated agent for such purpose.

XVIII. Any fee which a city or town imposes on an applicant pursuant to this title shall be published in
a location accessible to the public during normal business hours. Any fee not published in accordance with
this section at the time an applicant submits an application shall be considered waived for purposes of that
application. A city or town may comply with the requirements of this section by publicly posting a list of fees
at the city or town hall or by publishing a list of fees on the city or town’s Internet website.

XIX. The chairperson of the building code board of appeals or, in the chairperson’s absence, the acting
chairperson may administer oaths. Whenever the board exercises its regulatory or quasi judicial powers it
may, at its sole discretion, compel the attendance of witnesses. All expenses incurred under this section for
compelling the attendance of a witness shall be paid by the party or parties requesting that a witness be
compelled to attend a meeting of the board.

XX. Each building code board of appeals shall hold its meetings and maintain its records in accordance
with RSA 91-A.

XXI. Whenever a building code is repealed, the records of the building code board of appeals shall be
transferred to the planning board.

XXII. Every building code board of appeals, and every zoning board of adjustment acting as a building
code board of appeals, shall adopt rules of procedure concerning the method of conducting its business. Rules
of procedure shall be adopted at a regular meeting of the board and shall be placed on file with city, town,
village district clerk, or clerk for the county commissioners for public inspection. The rules of procedure shall
include when and how an alternate may participate in meetings of the building code board of appeals.

XXIII. Anyone affected by a decision made by the building official can appeal to the board of adjustment
except as provided in RSA 155-A:3-d, I. To do this, the person affected must file an appeal within a reason-
able time, in compliance with the board’s rules, by submitting a notice of appeal to both the inspector who
made the decision and the board, explaining the reasons for the appeal. The inspector shall send all related
documents to the board within a reasonable time.

XXIV. The building code appeals board may impose reasonable fees to cover its administrative expenses
and costs of special investigative studies, review of documents, and other matters which may be required by
particular appeals or applications.

XXV. The effect of an appeal to the board is to maintain the current state of affairs. An appeal against
the issuance of any permit or certificate shall suspend the permit or certificate, and no related construction,
alteration, or change of use may begin. An appeal against any order or enforcement action shall halt all related
proceedings unless the building official, after receiving the notice of appeal, certifies to the building code board
of appeals that a stay would, in their opinion, cause imminent danger to life, health, safety, property, or the
environment. In such cases, proceedings shall only be stayed by a restraining order granted by the board or
the superior court, upon notice to the building official and for good cause shown.

XXVI. The building code board of appeals shall issue a final written decision and provide a copy to the
applicant. This decision shall include specific written findings of fact that substantiate the decision. Should
the board fail to provide these specific written findings in the case of a disapproval, it shall be grounds for
automatic reversal and remand by the superior court upon appeal, unless the court identifies other factors
justifying the disapproval. If the appeal is denied, the board shall furnish the applicant with written reasons
for the disapproval. If the appeal is approved with conditions, the board shall include a detailed description
of all conditions necessary for final approval in the written decision.

XXVII. Whenever the building code appeals board votes to approve or disapprove an appeal or deny
a motion for rehearing, the minutes of the meeting, including the written decision with reasons and all
conditions of approval, shall be filed with the town clerk. These documents shall be made available for
public inspection within 5 business days of the vote.

155-A:3-e Method of Enactment in Cities Operating Under the Board of Mayor and Aldermen, or the
Corresponding Governmental Body Form of Government.

I. The board of mayor and aldermen, or the corresponding governmental body of any city, is hereby
empowered and authorized to pass and adopt ordinances establishing a local enforcement agency, as defined
in RSA 155-A:1 and amending the state building code as permitted by RSA 155-A:3. Upon adoption of such
an ordinance, wherein codes, rules, and regulations or portions thereof are incorporated by reference, 3
copies of these codes, rules, and regulations shall be filed in the main office of the municipal department
or agency administering them, and 3 copies shall be filed in the office of the city clerk. All copies filed as
provided herein shall be available for public use and examination.
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II. Any ordinance may be amended or supplemented in a similar manner, provided that 3 copies of the
amended or supplemented ordinance are filed with the office of the building official and 3 copies are filed
with the office of the city clerk for public use and examination.

II1. The provisions of RSA 155-A:3-d shall not be interpreted to allow the adoption by reference of penalty
clauses included in any nationally recognized codes, rules, or regulations. The city councils shall have the
authority to impose penalties deemed necessary, not exceeding $1,000, for any violations of such ordinances.

IV. At least 30 days prior to the adoption of any ordinance or any amendment or supplement thereto,
no fewer than 3 copies of the referenced code or regulation shall be filed in the office of the building official,
and 3 copies in the office of the city clerk for public use and examination.

V. No ordinance or amendments or supplements thereto, as previously set forth, shall become effective or be
altered until after a public hearing. At the hearing, interested parties and citizens shall have the opportunity to
be heard. Notice of the time and place of such hearing shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in
the state at least 15 days before the hearing.

155-A:3-f Method of Enactment in Cities and Towns Operating Under Town Council Form of Government.

I. In cities or towns operating under the town council form of government, and in counties with unincor-
porated towns or unorganized places, the local legislative body shall determine the manner in which a local
enforcement agency, as defined in RSA 155-A:1 and amendments to the state building code as permitted by
RSA 155-A:3 are established. However, any question concerning the establishment of a local enforcement
agency and amendments to the state building code may be placed on a ballot separate from the ballot used
to elect city or town officers. All proposed amendments to the state building code shall be forwarded to the
town clerk no later than the fifth Tuesday prior to the date for electing city or town officers.

IT. No local enforcement agency shall be established or the state building code amended until after a
public hearing is held in accordance with the procedures required under RSA 155-A:3-i on the proposed local
enforcement agency or amendment.

155-A:3-g Method of Enactment in Certain Towns and Village Districts.

I. Any town not operating under the town council form of government, or any village district which is
specifically authorized by law to enact a building code, shall establish a local enforcement agency as defined
in RSA 155-A:1 and amend the state building code as permitted by RSA 155-A:3 upon the affirmative vote by
ballot of a majority of the legal voters present and voting on the day of the meeting, as provided in paragraph
VII.

IT. No local enforcement agency shall be established or the state building code amended at a town or
village district meeting until after the local governing body holds at least one public hearing on the proposed
code or amendment. Notice for the time and place of each public hearing shall be the same as that provided
in RSA 155-A:3-i.

ITI. After the public hearing the local governing body shall, by vote, determine the final form of the or-
dinance to be presented to the town or village district, which ordinance or amendment may include editorial
revisions and textual modifications resulting from the proceedings of that hearing.

IV. An additional public hearing shall be held if the proposal is substantively altered after public hearing.
Subsequent public hearings shall be held at least 14 days after the prior public hearing and with the notice
provided in RSA 155-A:3-i.

V. Official copies of the final proposal to adopt or amend the building code shall be placed on file and made
available to the public at the town or village clerk’s office not later than the fifth Tuesday prior to the date when
action is to be taken. An official copy of the proposal shall be on display for the voters at the meeting place on
the date of the meeting.

VI. Each village district must be specifically authorized to establish a local enforcement mechanism by
the legislature.

VII. If the town or village district has adopted an official ballot for the election of its respective officers,
the issue as to the adoption of the proposed building code or amendment shall be presented to the voters of
the town or village district by having the town or village district clerk prepare an official ballot separate from
the official ballot used to elect town or village district officers which shall include the following question, or
by including the following question on the official ballot as prepared by the town or village district clerk:
“Are you in favor of the establishment of a local enforcement agency or amendment(s) to the state building
code as proposed by the local governing body?” In the event that there shall be more than a single proposed
amendment to be submitted to the voters at any given meeting, the issue as to the several amendments shall
be put in the following manner: “Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. ___ as proposed by the
local governing body for the [town (village district)] state building code as follows: (Here insert topical descrip-
tion of substance of amendment.)?” If such action is to be taken at a meeting other than the one at which
officers are to be elected, the clerk shall prepare a special ballot containing the question or questions above
stated, and the meeting shall open not later than noon and shall remain open at least 8 hours. If such action
is to be taken at a meeting in a town or village district which has not adopted an official ballot, the clerk
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may prepare a special ballot likewise separate from the ballot used to elect town or village district officers for
the use of voters in voting on the question. If a majority of the voters present and voting on any question as
herein provided shall vote in the affirmative, the ordinance or amendment thereto shall be declared to have
been adopted. When submitting any question to the voters under this section, there shall be 2 squares printed
after the question, one with the word “yes” beside it and another with the word “no” beside it.

VIII. If an amendment is submitted by the selectmen or village district commissioners, the ballot shall so
indicate. A notation on the ballot stating the local governing body’s approval or disapproval shall immediately
follow the question’s description.

IX. The method for establishing a local enforcement agency or amending the state building code, as set
forth in this section, may also be utilized to repeal such ordinance or code. The ballot question shall use the
word “repeal” in place of the words “adoption” or “amendment.”

155-A:3-h Method of Enactment by Petition.

I. Twenty-five or more voters may petition for an amendment to the state building code. Petitioned
amendments shall be voted only at the annual town or village district meeting. A petition to amend the state
building code shall be submitted to the board of selectmen or the village district commissioners during the
period between 120 and 90 days prior to the annual town or village district meeting. The petition shall be
in correct warrant article form, as determined by the selectmen or village district commissioners, to amend
the state building code. The selectmen or the village district commissioners shall submit the petitions to the
planning board in a timely manner.

I1. The local governing body at its first regular meeting following the petition period shall set the date of
the public hearing for each petitioned amendment which is received and shall hold a public hearing on each
petitioned amendment. Notice for the time and place of the public hearing shall be the same as that provided
in RSA 155-A:3-i.

III1. Each petitioned amendment shall be placed on a ballot which may be separate from the ballot
used to elect town or village district officers. A notation on the ballot stating the local governing body’s
approval or disapproval shall immediately follow the question’s description. Any petitioned question
receiving an affirmative vote of a majority of the legal voters present and voting shall be adopted. The
local governing body shall forward to the town or village district clerk all proposed amendments to the
state building code under this section not later than the fifth Tuesday prior to the date for electing town
or village district officers.

IV. The town or village district clerk shall include each question on a petitioned amendment on the
appropriate official or special ballot, or separate official ballot, in the same manner as provided in paragraph
IIT and in RSA 675:3, VII.

V. The method for amending the state building code, as set forth in this section, may also be utilized to
repeal such ordinance. The ballot question shall use the word “repeal” in place of the word “amendment.”

155-A:3-i Notice Requirements for Public Hearing.

I. Notice shall be given for the time and place of each public hearing held under RSA 155-A:3-i through
3-k at least 10 calendar days before the hearing. The notice required under this section shall not include the
day notice is posted or the day of the public hearing. Notice of each public hearing shall be published in a
paper of general circulation in the municipality and shall be posted in at least 2 public places. Any person
owning property in the municipality may request notice of all public hearings on proposed amendments to
the building code ordinance, and the municipality shall provide notice, at no cost to the person, electronically
or by first class mail.

I1. In lieu of publication in a paper of general circulation pursuant to paragraph I, notice may be posted
on the municipality’s Internet website, if such exists. If notice is posted on the municipality’s website in lieu
of publication in a paper of general circulation, the notice shall:

(a) Appear prominently on the website home page, or a link directly to the notice shall appear prominently
on the home page;

(b) Be posted at the time stated in paragraph I and shall remain on the website until the conclusion
of the hearing; and

(c) Be posted in 2 other public places.

II1. The full text of the proposed building code, or amendment need not be included in the notice if an
adequate statement describing the proposal and designating the place where the proposal is on file for public
inspection is stated in the notice. The notice of a hearing on a proposed amendment to a boodling code to be sent
electronically or by first class mail shall include a statement describing, to the greatest extent practicable and
in easily understood language, the proposed changes to the code, the areas affected, and any other information
calculated to improve public understanding of the proposal.

155-A:3-j Filing of Building Codes and Amendments. All ordinances establishing a local enforcement agency
and amendments to the state building code shall be placed on file with the city, town, or village district clerk,
or, in the case of unincorporated towns or unorganized places, with the clerk for the county commissioners
for public inspection.
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10 Permit Required. Amend RSA 155 A 4 I to read as follows

I. Before starting [new re rs—and-str
155-A:2, I, the person respon51ble for such constructlon shall obtaln a permlt

11 New Paragraphs; Building Code Enforcement. Amend RSA 155-A:4 by inserting after paragraph III the
following new paragraphs:

IV. No building permit shall be denied on the grounds of uncompleted streets or utilities when the
construction of such streets or utilities has been secured to the municipality by a bond or other security
approved by the planning board pursuant to RSA 674:36, III or RSA 674:44, 1V, provided, however, that
on land which is part of a subdivision plat or site plan, no building shall be used or occupied prior to
the completion of required streets and utilities, except upon such terms as the planning board may have
authorized as part of its decision approving the plat or site plan.

V. The building official shall not issue any building or occupancy permit for any proposed construction,
remodeling, or maintenance which will not comply with any or all zoning ordinances, building codes, or plan-
ning board regulations which are in effect.

VI. No building permit shall be issued when prohibited under the provisions of RSA 674:12, 674:13,
674:21, 674:22, 674:23, 674:41, 674:53, 674:75, 676:8, 676:9 or 676:12.

VII. The building official shall comply with RSA 674:30 and RSA 676:66, if applicable.

VIII. If any building official is prosecuted for violation of RSA 643:1 and found guilty of issuing any
permit contrary to the provisions of this section, it shall be prima facie evidence that the building official has
knowingly refrained from performing a duty imposed on the building official by law.

IX. The building official shall adopt a form or set of standards specifying the minimum contents of a
completed application for any building permit. Upon the submission of a completed application, the building
official shall act to approve or deny a building permit within 30 days; provided, however, that nonresidential
applications or residential applications encompassing more than 10 dwelling units shall be approved or denied
within 60 days.

X. The time for the building official to act upon building permits for collocation applications and modi-
fication applications for personal wireless service facilities shall be governed by RSA 12-K:10. In the event
that the form or set of standards for a building permit application conflicts with any of the limitations under
RSA 12-K:11 for a collocation application or a modification application for a personal wireless service facility,
the limitations in RSA 12-K:11 shall control.

12 Accessibility Standards for Public Buildings. RSA 155-A:5-a, III and IV is repealed and reenacted to
read as follows:

ITI. The requirements of paragraph II shall not apply to a public building for which the review of design
drawings or construction drawings and inspection of completed work is performed by a municipal building
official who:

(a) Satisfies the qualifications under RSA 155-A:5-b;

(b) Examines the design drawings or construction drawings prior to the commencement of work and
inspects the building upon completion of work for compliance with the accessibility standards in the state
building code; and

(c¢) Provides the governing body of the municipality with a written certification that the design and
construction of the building upon completion of work comply with the accessibility standards of the state
building code.

IV. Nothing in this section shall be construed as requiring municipalities to inspect and certify public
buildings for compliance with accessibility standards. Public buildings located in a municipality that has
chosen to authorize its municipal building official to inspect and certify shall remain subject to all other
provisions of this section.

13 Penalty. RSA 155-A:8 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

155-A:8 Injunctive Relief. In case any building or structure or part thereof is or is proposed to be
erected, constructed, altered, or reconstructed, or is proposed to be used in violation of this title or of any
local ordinance, code, or regulation adopted under this title, or of any provision or specification of an ap-
plication, approved by, or any requirement or condition of a permit issued by, any local building official
acting under the authority of this title, the building official or other official with authority to enforce the
provisions of this title or any local ordinance, code, or regulation adopted under this title, may, in addition
to other remedies provided by law, institute injunction, mandamus, abatement, or any other appropriate
action or proceeding to prevent, enjoin, abate, or remove such unlawful erection, construction, alteration,
or reconstruction.

14 New Sections; Remedies. Amend RSA 155-A by inserting after section 8 the following new sections:

155-A:8-a Fines and Penalties.

I. Any person who violates any of the provisions of this title, or any local ordinance, code, or regulation
adopted under this title, or any provision or specification of any application, approved by, or any requirement
or condition of a permit or decision issued by, any local building official acting under the authority of this

es| work as described in RSA
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title shall be guilty of a misdemeanor if a natural person, or guilty of a felony if any other person; and shall
be subject to a civil penalty of $275 for the first offense, and $550 for subsequent offenses, for each day that
such violation is found to continue after the conviction date or after the date on which the violator receives
written notice from the municipality that the violator is in violation, whichever is earlier. Each day that a
violation continues shall be a separate offense.

I1. In any legal action brought by a municipality to enforce, by way of injunctive relief as provided by
RSA 155-A:8, I or otherwise, any local ordinance, code, or regulation adopted under this title, or to enforce
any building code board of appeals decision made pursuant to this title, or to seek the payment of any fine
levied under paragraph II, the municipality shall recover its costs and reasonable attorney fees actually ex-
pended in pursuing the legal action if it is found to be a prevailing party in the action. For the purposes of
this paragraph, recoverable costs shall include all out-of-pocket expenses actually incurred, including but not
limited to, inspection fees, expert fees and investigatory expenses.

ITI. If any violation of a local ordinance, code, or regulation, or any violation of a building code board
of appeals decision, results in the expenditure of public funds by a municipality which are not reimbursed
under paragraph II, the court in its discretion may order, as an additional civil penalty, that a violator make
restitution to the municipality for such funds so expended.

IV. The superior court may, upon a petition filed by a municipality and after notice and a preliminary
hearing as in the case of prejudgment attachments under RSA 511-A, require an alleged violator to post a
bond with the court to secure payment of any penalty or remedy or the performance of any injunctive relief
which may be ordered or both. At the hearing, the burden shall be on the municipality to show that there is
a strong likelihood that it will prevail on the merits, that the penalties or remedies sought are reasonably
likely to be awarded by the court in an amount consistent with the bond sought, and that the bond represents
the amount of the projected expense of compliance with the injunctive relief sought.

V. The building official or other local official with the authority to enforce the provisions of this title or
any local ordinance, code, or regulation adopted under this title may commence an action under paragraph I
either in the district court pursuant to RSA 502-A:11-a, or in the superior court. The prosecuting official in
the official’s discretion may, prior to or at the time of arraignment, charge the offense as a violation, and in
such cases the penalties to be imposed by the court shall be limited to those provided for a violation under
RSA 651:2 and the civil penalty provided in subparagraph I(b) of this section. The provisions of this section
shall supersede any inconsistent local penalty provision.

155-A:8-b Cease and Desist Orders. The building official, code enforcement officer, zoning administrator or
other official designated as an enforcement authority by ordinance or resolution of the local legislative body
may issue a cease and desist order against any violation of this title, any local ordinance, code or regulation
adopted under this title, or any provision or specification of an application, approved by, or any requirement
or condition of a permit or decision issued by, any local building official acting under the authority of this
title, subject to the following:

I. The order shall be in writing and include:

(a) The precise regulation, provision, specification, or condition which is being violated.

(b) The facts constituting the violation, including the date of any inspection from which these facts
were ascertained.

(c) The corrective action required, including a reasonable time within which such action shall be taken.

(d) A statement that a motion for summary enforcement of the order shall be made to the court of the
district in which the property is situated unless such corrective action is taken within the time provided, or
unless an answer is filed within 20 days, as provided under paragraph V.

(e) A statement that failure to either take the corrective action, or to file an answer, may result in
corrective action being taken by the municipality, and that if this occurs the municipality’s costs shall con-
stitute a lien against the real estate, enforceable in the same manner as real estate taxes, including possible
loss of the property if not paid.

II. The order shall be served upon the record owner of the property or the record owner’s agent,
and upon the person to whom taxes are assessed for the property, if other than the owner, and upon any
occupying tenant of the property, and upon any other person known by the enforcing officer to exercise
control over the premises in violation, and upon all persons holding mortgages upon such property as
recorded in the office of the register of deeds, in the same manner provided for service of a summons
in a civil action in district court. Personal service may be made by a sheriff, deputy sheriff, local police
officer, or constable. If the owner is unknown or cannot be found, the order shall be served by posting it
upon the property and by 4 weeks’ publication in a newspaper in general circulation in the municipality.

ITI. Upon service of the order, the owner or their agent, occupying tenant or their agent, or any other person
who is engaged in development, construction, excavation, or other changes of the land or buildings on the land
shall cease immediately such activities, if so provided in the order, until such time as judgment is rendered
under paragraph VI or VII. Failure to cease such activity shall constitute a separate violation of this title in
addition to the violation cited in the order, unless such order is annulled as provided in paragraph VII.
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IV. A copy of the order with proof of service shall be filed with clerk of the district court of the district in
which the property is located not fewer than 5 days prior to the filing of a motion to enforce under paragraph VI.

V. Within 20 days after the date of service, any person upon whom the order is served may serve an
answer in the manner provided for the service of an answer in a civil action, specifically denying such facts
in the order as are in dispute.

VI. If no answer is served, the enforcement official may move the court for the enforcement of the order.
If such a motion is made the court may, upon the presentation of such evidence as it may require, affirm or
modify the order and enter judgment accordingly, fixing a time after which the governing body may proceed
with the enforcement of the order. The clerk of the court shall mail a copy of the judgment to all persons upon
whom the original order was served.

VII. If an answer is filed and served as provided in paragraph V, further proceedings in the action shall
be governed by the rules of the district court. If the order is sustained following trial, the court shall enter
judgment and shall fix a time within which the corrective action shall be taken, in compliance with the or-
der as originally filed, or as modified by the court. If the order is not sustained, it shall be annulled and set
aside. If it appears to the court that the order was frivolous, was commenced in bad faith, or was not based
upon information and belief formed after reasonable inquiry or was not well-grounded in fact, then the court
shall order the defendant’s costs and reasonable attorneys fees to be paid by the municipality. The clerk of
the court shall mail a copy of the judgment to the persons upon whom the original order was served.

VIII. If a judgment is not complied with in the time prescribed, the local governing body may cause the
corrective action to be taken as set forth in the judgment. The cost to the municipality of taking such correc-
tive action together with its other expenses as provided in paragraph IX, shall be a lien against the real estate
on which the violation occurred, which shall continue for 18 months from the date upon which the expense
account is allowed by the court, as provided in paragraph IX.

IX. The municipality shall keep an accurate account of the expenses incurred in carrying out the order
and of all other expenses in connection with its enforcement, including but not limited to filing fees, service
fees, publication fees, the expense of searching the registry of deeds to identify mortgages, witness and expert
fees, attorneys fees and traveling expenses. The court shall examine, correct if necessary, and allow the expense
account. The municipal governing body, by majority vote, may commit the expense account to the collector of
taxes, in which case the mayor, as defined by RSA 155-A:1, shall direct the expense account, together with a
warrant under the mayor’s hand and seal, to the municipal tax collector, requiring the tax collector to collect
the same from the person to whom real estate taxes are assessed for the premises upon which such correc-
tive action was taken, and to pay the amount so collected to the municipal treasurer. Within 30 days after
the receipt of such warrant, the collector shall send a bill as provided in RSA 76:11. Interest as provided in
RSA 76:13 shall be charged on any amount not paid within 30 days after the bill is mailed. The collector shall
have the same rights and remedies as in the collection of taxes, as provided in RSA 80.

X. A party aggrieved by the judgment of the district court may appeal, within 15 days after the rendering
of such judgment, to the superior court.

XI. The remedy provided in this section is supplementary to other enforcement remedies provided by
this chapter or local ordinance. At the discretion of the local enforcement official, an action to enforce a cease
and desist order under this section may be joined with an action under RSA 155-A:8-a, I, and the cease and
desist order shall constitute the written notice under RSA 155-A:8-a, 1.

155-A:8-c Local Building Code Citations; Pleas by Mail.

I. A building official or other local official with authority to prosecute an offense within the scope of
RSA 155-A:8-a, and who, prior to or at the time of serving the summons, elects, pursuant to RSA 155-A:8-a,
V, to charge the offense as a violation, may issue and serve upon the defendant, in addition to the summons,
a local building code citation as set forth in this section. The defendant receiving such a citation may plead
guilty or nolo contendere by mail by entering that plea as provided herein. If such a plea is accepted by the
court, the defendant shall not be required to appear personally or by counsel; otherwise the defendant shall
appear as directed by the court. The following procedure shall be used:

I1. No local building code citation as set forth in this section shall be served unless the defendant has first
been given written notice of the violation by the municipality. If the notice involves or includes a decision which
may be appealed to the building code board of appeals pursuant to RSA 155-A:3-d, such notice shall set forth
a reasonable period, as provided by the rules of the respective board, in no case less than 7 days, within which
such appeal shall be filed after receipt of the written notice, and the citation shall not be served until after the
end of such period. If such an appeal is filed, further proceedings shall be governed by RSA 155-A:3-g.

ITI. The local building code citation shall contain:

(a) The caption: “Local Building Code Citation, Town (City) of ___ “.

(b) The name of the offender, and address if known to the prosecuting official.

(c) The statute, code, ordinance, regulation, provision, specification, requirement or condition the of-
fender is charged with violating.
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(d) The act or circumstances constituting the violation.

(e) The place of the violation.

(f) The date upon which the offender received written notice of the violation by the municipality.

(g) The time and date upon which the violation was witnessed subsequent to such written notice.

(h) The amount of the civil penalty as set forth in paragraph II, which is payable by the offender for
each day the violation continued subsequent to such written notice, up to a maximum of 5 days’ violation
charged in one citation.

(i) Instructions informing the defendant that the defendant may answer the citation by mail or may
personally appear in court upon the date on the summons, and instructing the defendant how to enter a plea
by mail, together with either the amount of the penalty specified in the citation, or a request for a trial.

(j) The address of the clerk of the district court, where the plea by mail may be entered.

(k) A warning to the defendant that failure to respond to the citation on or before the date on the
summons may result in the defendant’s arrest as provided in paragraph VI.

(1) The signature of the prosecuting official.

IV. Defendants who are issued a summons and local building code citation and who wish to plead guilty
or nolo contendere shall enter their plea on the summons and return it with payment of the civil penalty, as
set forth in the citation, to the clerk of the court prior to the arraignment date, or shall appear in court on
the date of arraignment.

V. Civil penalties collected by the district court under this section shall be remitted to the municipality
issuing the citation. Whenever a defendant (a) does not enter a plea by mail prior to the arraignment day or
does not appear personally or by counsel on or before that date or move for a continuance; or (b) otherwise
fails to appear for a scheduled court appearance in connection with a summons for any offense, the defendant
shall be defaulted and the court shall determine what the civil penalty would be upon a plea of guilty or nolo
contendere and shall impose an administrative processing fee in addition to the civil penalty. Such fee shall
be the same as the administrative processing fee under RSA 502-A:19-b, and shall be retained by the court
for the benefit of the state.

VI. The court may, in its discretion, issue a bench warrant for the arrest of any defendant who:

(a) Is defaulted in accordance with the provisions of paragraph V;

(b) Fails to pay a fine or other penalty imposed in connection with a conviction under this title which a
court has determined the defendant is able to pay, or issues a bad check in payment of a fine or other penalty; or

(c) Fails to comply with a similar order on any matter within the court’s discretion.

VII. For cause, the court in its discretion may refuse to accept a plea by mail and may impose a fine or
penalty other than that stated in the local building code citation. The court may order the defendant to appear
personally in court for the disposition of the defendant’s case.

VIII. The prosecuting official may serve additional local building code citations, without giving additional
written notice or appeal opportunity under paragraph II, if the facts or circumstances constituting the violation
continue beyond the date or dates of any prior citation. A plea of guilty or nolo contendere to the prior citation
shall not affect the rights of the defendant with respect to a subsequent citation.

IX. Forms and rules for the local building code citation and summons shall be developed and adopted
by the New Hampshire supreme court.

X. This section is not intended in any way to abrogate other enforcement actions or remedies in the
district or superior court pursuant to this title, nor to require written notice as a prerequisite to other types
of actions or remedies under this title.

15 Energy Code Compliance Form. Amend RSA 155-A:10-a to read as follows:

155-A:10-a Energy Code Compliance Form. The state building code review board shall prescribe by amend-
ment and make available to the public, in electronic formats, a simplified residential energy code compliance
form based upon the energy provisions in the International Residential Code and the International Energy
Conservation Code identified in RSA 155-A:1. The correctly completed form shall be accepted by all code
enforcement authorities within the state of New Hampshire as one method of verification that the applicable
project meets the code requirements. Completed compliance forms shall be submitted to the building official
in those municipalities that have adopted an enforcement mechanism under RSA [674:51] 155-A:3. For mu-
nicipalities without an adopted code enforcement mechanism, completed compliance forms shall be submitted
to the New Hampshire department of energy, on behalf of the building code review board, for verification
that the applicable project meets the code requirements. The department of energy shall then forward the
reviewed compliance forms to the municipality for retention in property records.

16 Appeal of Decisions of Local Building Code Board of Appeals. Amend RSA 155-A:11-b, I to read as follows:

I. The board shall hear and decide appeals of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the local
building official relative to the application and interpretation of the state building code and state fire code as
defined in RSA 155-A:1, and shall hear appeals of final decisions of any local building code board of appeals
established under 155-A:3 [andRSA674].
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17 Fees. Amend RSA 205-D:12, III to read as follows:

II1. If an inspection is conducted by a local enforcement agency, the local enforcement agency may charge
fees established pursuant to RSA [674:51,HId)] 155-A:3.

18 Rehearing; Appeals. Amend RSA 310:14, III to read as follows:

IT1. Appeals from a decision on rehearing shall be by appeal to the supreme court pursuant to RSA 541,
except as specified in RSA [674:34] 155-A:3-d or other applicable statutes. No sanction shall be stayed by the
board during an appeal.

19 Inspectors. Amend RSA 319-C:5, V to read as follows:

V. A state, city, or town building [inspeetor] official or code enforcement officer appointed by the ad-
ministrative authority of the state, city, or town, who performs electrical inspections authorized in accordance
with RSA 155-A:2, IV, RSA 155-A:2, VI, RSA [47:22] 155-A:3 [;-or RSA-674:51] shall have the authority to
check the license or identification card issued under this chapter.

20 Third Party Electrical Inspections. Amend the section heading and RSA 319-C:5-a, I to read as follows:

319-C:5-a [ThirdParty] Third-Party Electrical Inspections.

I. The board shall adopt rules under RSA 319-C:6-a requiring any entity engaging a person who conducts
residential electrical inspections for up to 4 contiguous units, which shall be considered a level 1 inspector,
or a person who conducts all types of electrical inspections, which shall be considered a level 2 inspector,
who is conducting third-party electrical inspections of electrical installations in this state to have the person
conducting the inspection be approved by the office of professional licensure and certification in accordance
with criteria established by the board. The board shall determine the qualifications necessary for approval
as a level 1 or level 2 electrical inspector. The office of professional licensure and certification shall maintain
and make available a list of such persons approved for level 1 or level 2 third-party electrical inspections.
The approval of a person to conduct either level of third-party electrical inspections shall not prohibit a city
or town that has established inspections under RSA [47:22-or RSA-674:51] 155-A:3 from contracting with any
person of its choice to perform third-party electrical inspections.

21 Exemptions. Amend RSA 356-A:3, I(b)(4)(C) to read as follows:

(C) Appointed a building [inspector]official pursuant to RSA [673:1;,1H] 155-A:3.

22 Local Land Use Board. Amend RSA 672:7 to read as follows:

672 7 Local Land Use Board “Local land use board” means a planning board, historic district commission,

spector-of buildings; building-eode-board-of-appeals,] zoning board of adjustment, or other board or commission
authorlzed under RSA 673 estabhshed by a local legislative body.

23 Zoning and Building Code Board of Appeals. Amend RSA 673:3 section heading to read as follows:

673:3 Zoning Board of Adjustment [andBuilding-Code Board-of Appeals].

24 Scheduling of Meetings. Amend RSA 673:10, I to read as follows:

I. Meetings of the heritage commission, the historic district commission, the agricultural commission,
the housing commission, [the-building-codeboard-of-appeals;] and the zoning board of adjustment shall be
held at the call of the chairperson and at such other times as the board may determine.

25 Disqualification of Member. Amend RSA 673:14, I to read as follows:

I. No member of a zoning board of adjustment, [building-codeboard-of-appeats;] planning board, heritage
commission, historic district commission, agricultural commission, or housing commission shall participate
in deciding or shall sit upon the hearing of any question which the board is to decide in a judicial capacity
if that member has a direct personal or pecuniary interest in the outcome which differs from the interest of
other citizens, or if that member would be disqualified for any cause to act as a juror upon the trial of the
same matter in any action at law. Reasons for disqualification do not include exemption from service as a
juror or knowledge of the facts involved gained in the performance of the member’s official duties.

26 Power to Compel Witness Attendance and Administer Oaths. Amend RSA 673:15 to read as follows:

673:15 Power to Compel Wltness Attendance and Admlnlster Oaths. The chairperson of the zoning board
of adjustment [or g s] or, in the chairperson’s absence, the
acting chairperson may admlnlster oaths. Whenever the board exercises its regulatory or quasi judicial pow-
ers it may, at its sole discretion, compel the attendance of witnesses. All expenses incurred under this section
for compelling the attendance of a witness shall be paid by the party or parties requesting that a witness be
compelled to attend a meeting of the board.

27 Abolishing Planning Board, Heritage Commission, Historic District Commission, Agricultural Commis-
sion, or Housing Commission. Amend subdivision heading preceding RSA 673:18 to read as follows:
Abolition of Boards[;] or Zoning Ordinances|[;-or-BuildingCodes]

28 Transfer of Documents Upon Abolition of Zoning Ordinance or Building Code. Amend RSA 673:22
section heading to read as follows:

673:22 Transfer of Documents Upon Abolition of Zoning Ordinance [orButlding-Code].

29 Appeals Where There is a Zoning Ordinance. Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 674:13, I to
read as follows:
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I. Any zoning ordinance adopted pursuant to RSA 674:16 shall provide that the board of adjustment
created under a local zoning ordinance and having the power to make variances or exceptions in zoning
regulations shall have the further power, in specific cases and by vote of a majority of its members, upon
an appeal filed with it by the owner of any such land, to [grant-a—permit-or] remove the prohibition on a
building permit based on considerations of justice and equity for a building or structure, or part thereof,
in a mapped-street location shown on the official map, in any case in which the board of adjustment finds,
upon the evidence and arguments presented to it upon appeal:

30 Appeals Where There is a Zoning Ordinance. Amend RSA 674:13, II to read as follows:

I1. In the event that the board of adjustment decides to authorize or issue remove the prohibition on a
building permit in such case, it shall have the power to specify the exact location, ground area to be used or
occupied, height, and other reasonable details and conditions of extent and character, and also the duration
of the building, or part hereof, permitted. Such requirements shall be designed to promote the health, conve-
nience, safety, or general welfare of and shall inure to the benefit of the municipality. The board of adjustment
shall [refuse-a] prohibit the issuance of a building permit if the applicant will not be substantially damaged
by placing the applicant’s building outside the mapped-street location.

31 Appeals; Public Hearing. Amend RSA 674:15 to read as follows:

674:15 Appeals; Public Hearing. Before taking any action authorized in RSA 674:13, 674:14, and 674:41,
the zoning board of adjustmentl;] or the legislative body[;-er-the-beards-of-appeal;] according to whichever of
them is designated by ordinance as the body to which zoning appeals may be made, shall give a hearing at
which parties in interest and others shall have an opportunity to be heard. Notice for a public hearing under
this section shall be as provided in RSA 675:7.

32 Board of Adjustment and Administrative Provisions Under Interim Zoning Ordinance. Amend RSA
674:29 to read as follows:

674:29 Board of Adjustment and Administrative Provisions Under Interim Zoning Ordinance. In any
town in which an interim zoning ordinance has been adopted, and while it remains in effect, the board
of selectmen shall be the appointing authority for the zoning board of adjustment and shall appoint the
first such board forthwith, upon the adoption of interim zoning. Such board shall have all the powers and
jurisdiction and be subJect to all the duties, requirements and other provisions applicable to zoning boards
of adjustment under RSA 673. The board of selectmen [;-if-no-building-inspeetor-exists;] shall act hem-t—l—y
as the [bﬁ-r}d-rng—rrrspeetef—an& ] administrative officer charged with enforcement and may issue [bui
or] use permits in the first instance if clearly permitted by law. The applicable provisions of RSA 677 shall
govern motions for rehearing, appeals, enforcement, and interpretation. In addition to other remedies, any
person convicted of violation of the provisions of RSA [674:25-29] 674:25 through 29 by a court of competent
jurisdiction shall be subject to a fine of not more than $50 for each offense. Each day the violation continues
shall constitute a separate offense.

33 Utility Structures. Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 674:30 and RSA 674:30, I to read as follows:

674:30 Utility Structures. Local ordinances[;—eodes;] and regulations enacted pursuant to this title shall
apply to public utility structures, provided, however, that:

I. Notwithstanding the provisions of any such ordinancel;code;] or regulation, a planning board, or its
designee pursuant to paragraph II, upon application by a utility, may waive any requirement contained in an
ordinance[;eoede;] or regulation for any unoccupied structure which is less than 200 square feet in area, which
is necessary for the furnishing of utility service for the public health, safety, or general welfare, and for which
the utility’s siting options are limited by virtue of said structure being a physically integrated component of
the utility’s transmission or distribution apparatus. Any such waiver shall terminate, without further action
by the planning board, if said structure ceases to be used for provisions of utility services.

34 Utility Structures. Amend RSA 674:30, III to read as follows:

ITI. A public utility which uses or proposes to use a structure which does not fit the criteria described in
paragraph I, or fits those criteria and has been denied a waiver, or has been granted a waiver with conditions
unacceptable to the utility when the waiver was applied for pursuant to paragraph I, may petition the public
utilities commission to be exempted from the operation of any local ordinancel;—eode;] or regulation enacted
under this title. The public utilities commission, following a public hearing, may grant such an exemption if
it decides that the present or proposed situation of the structure in question is reasonably necessary for the
convenience or welfare of the public and, if the purpose of the structure relates to water supply withdrawal,
the exemption is recommended by the department of environmental services.

35 Other General Provisions. Amend RSA 674:32-c, II to read as follows:

IT. Nothing in this subdivision, or in RSA 674:32-b, shall exempt new, re-established, or expanded ag-
ricultural operations or activities from generally applicable building and site requirements such as dimen-
sional standards, setbacks, driveway and traffic regulations, parking requirements, noise, odor, or vibration
restrictions or sign regulations; provided, however, that in circumstances where their literal application would
effectively prohibit an agricultural use or activity allowed by this subdivision, or would otherwise be unrea-
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sonable in the context of an agricultural use or activity, in accordance with the provisions of RSA 672:1, I1I-b,
the board of adjustment[;building-codeboard-of-appeals;] or other applicable local board, after due notice
and hearing, shall grant a waiver from such requirement to the extent necessary to reasonably permit the
agricultural use or activity, unless such waiver would have a demonstrated adverse effect on public health
or safety, or on the value of adjacent property. Such waiver shall continue only as long as utilized for the
permitted agricultural use or activity.

36 Erection of Buildings on Streets; Appeals. Amend RSA 674:41, II to read as follows:

II. Whenever the enforcement of the provisions of this section would entail practical difficulty or
unnecessary hardship, and when the circumstances of the case do not require the building, structure or
part thereof to be related to existing or proposed streets, the applicant for such permit may appeal from
the decision of the administrative officer having charge of the issuance of permits to the zoning board of
adjustment in any municipality which has adopted zoning regulations in accordance with RSA 674, or, in
municipalities in which no board of adjustment exists, to the local legislative body[;-er-to-abeard-of-ap-
peatls;] whichever is appropriate, in accordance with RSA 674:14 and 674:15, including the requirement for
a public hearing. In a municipality which does not require building permits, direct application may be made
to the zoning board of adjustment, or the local legislative body[;-er-the-board-of-appeals] for permission to
erect the building. In passing on such appeal or application, the board of adjustmentl;] or local legislative
body[;-or-board-ef-appeals] may make any reasonable exception and shall have the power to authorize or
issue a permit, subject to such conditions as it may impose, if the issuance of the permit or erection of the
building would not tend to distort the official map or increase the difficulty of carrying out the master plan
upon which it is based, and if erection of the building or issuance of the permit will not cause hardship to
future purchasers or undue financial impact on the municipality. Any such decision made in this connec-
tion by a board of adjustment, local legislative body[;er-by-aboardoef-appeals] pursuant to this section and
RSA 674:14 and 674:15 shall be in writing, together with the reasons for the decision, and shall be subject
to review in the manner described in RSA 677.

37 Erection of Buildings on Streets; Appeals. Amend RSA 674:41, III to read as follows:

ITI. This section shall supersede any less stringent local ordinance[;eode] or regulation, and no existing lot
or tract of land shall be exempted from the provisions of this section except in accordance with the procedures
expressly set forth in this section. For purposes of paragraph I, “the street giving access to the lot” means a
street or way abutting the lot and upon which the lot has frontage. It does not include a street from which the
sole access to the lot is via a private easement or right-of-way, unless such easement or right-of-way also meets
the criteria set forth in subparagraphs I(a), (b), (c), (d), or (e).

38 Procedure. Amend RSA 674:60, IV to read as follows:

IV. A municipality may require that an applicant record restrictive covenants acceptable to the land
use board that the workforce housing may not be rented to or sold to any household whose income is greater
than that specified in RSA 674:58, IV. The covenant shall be for the term specified in the regulations of the
land use board. The municipality may adopt regulations to [insure] ensure compliance with the covenants,
which regulations may include requirements for the monitoring of the project by the municipality or by a
suitable [thirdparty] third-party agency qualified to carry out such requirements, including but not limited
to requiring the production of annual income verification for renters and non-owner occupiers. The land use
board may consider the existence of recorded covenants or income qualification and occupancy criteria as
satisfying the purpose of this paragraph if such covenants or criteria are administered by a state or federal
entity.

39 Municipal Regulations of Small Wind Energy Systems. Amend RSA 674:63, V to read as follows:

V. Setting electrical or structural design criteria that exceed applicable state[;] or federal[;erinternationat]
building or electrical codes or laws.

40 Abutter and Regional Notification. Amend RSA 674:66, I(a) to read as follows:

I.(a) A municipal building [inspeetor] official shall notify all abutters by verified mail, as defined in
RSA 21:53, upon application for a building permit to construct a small wind energy system. Abutters shall
be afforded a 30-day comment period prior to the issuance of a building permit. An appeal may be made to
the building code board of appeals pursuant to RSA [674:34] 155-A:3-d or to the zoning board of adjustment
pursuant to RSA 676:5, as may be appropriate.

41 General Requirements. Amend RSA 675:1, II to read as follows:
IT. Zomng ordlnances proposed under RSA 674 16, and historic district ordinances proposed under RSA
g ; 4:51] shall be adopted in accordance with the procedures

requ1red under RSA 675:2-5.
42 Method of Enactment in Cities and Towns Operating Under Town Council Form of Government. Amend
the subdivision heading preceding RSA 675:2 and RSA 675:2 to read as follows:
Zoning Ordinance[;] and Historic District Ordinance [andButlding-Code] Enactment Procedures
675:2 Method of Enactment in Cities and Towns Operating Under Town Council Form of Government.
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I. In cities or in towns operating under the town council form of government, and in counties in which
there are located unincorporated towns or unorganized places, the local legislative body shall determine the
manner in which a zoning ordinancel;] or historic district ordinancel; or-abuildingcode] is established and
amended; provided, however, that any question concerning the establishment and amendment of a zoning
ordmance[ ] or historic dlstrlct ordinance[;-er-a-building-eode] may be placed on a ballot separate from the
ballot used to elect city or town officers. The planning board shall forward to the town clerk all proposed
amendments to a zoning ordinancel;] or historic district ordinance[;-or-building-eode]| not later than the fifth
Tuesday prior to the date for electing city or town officers.

II. No zoning ordinancel;] or historic district ordinance[;-or-building—code] shall be established or
amended until after a public hearing is held in accordance with the procedures required under RSA 675:7
on the proposed zoning ordinance[;] or historic district ordinance[;buitding-eode] or amendment.

43 Method of Enactment in Certain Towns and Village Districts. Amend RSA 675:3, I and II to read as
follows:

I. Any town not operating under the town council form of government, or any village district which is
specifically authorized by law to enact a zoning ordinance, shall establish and amend a zoning ordinancel[;]
or historic district ordinance[;-or-building-eode] upon the affirmative vote by ballot of a majority of the legal
voters present and voting on the day of the meeting, as provided in paragraph VII. Any proposed zoning
ordinance, as submitted by a planning board or any amendment to an existing zoning ordinance as proposed
by a planning board, board of selectmen or village district commission shall be submitted to the voters of a
town or village district in the manner prescribed in this section.

I1. No zoning ordinancel;] or historic district ordinancel;or-building-code] shall be established or amended
at a town or village district meeting until after the planning board holds at least one public hearing on the
proposed ordinance, code or amendment. Notice for the time and place of each public hearing shall be the
same as that provided in RSA 675:7.

44 Method of Enactment in Certain Towns and Village Districts. Amend RSA 675:3, V to read as follows:

V. Official copies of the final proposal to adopt or amend the zoning ordinance[;] or historic district
ordinance[;-or-building-code] shall be placed on file and made available to the public at the town or village
clerk’s office not later than the fifth Tuesday prior to the date when action is to be taken. An official copy of
the proposal shall be on display for the voters at the meeting place on the date of the meeting.

45 Method of Enactment in Certain Towns and Village Districts. Amend RSA 675:3, VII to read as follows:

VII. If the town or village district has adopted an official ballot for the election of its respective officers,
the issue as to the adoption of the proposed zoning ordinance or historic district ordinance[;building-ecode;]
or amendment shall be presented to the voters of the town or village district by having the town or village
district clerk prepare an official ballot separate from the official ballot used to elect town or village district
officers which shall include the following question, or by including the following question on the official ballot
as prepared by the town or village district clerk:

“Are you in favor of the adoption of the zoning ordinancel;] or historic district ordinance[;or-building-code]
(or amendment to the existing town (village district) zoning ordinancel;] or historic district ordinancel;-or
buitdingcode]) as proposed by the planning board?” In the event that there shall be more than a single pro-
posed amendment to be submitted to the voters at any given meeting, the issue as to the several amendments
shall be put in the following manner: “Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. as proposed
by the planning board for the town (village district) zoning ordinance (historic district ordinance [or-building
eode]) as follows: (Here insert topical description of substance of amendment.)?” If such action is to be taken
at a meeting other than the one at which officers are to be elected, the clerk shall prepare a special ballot
containing the question or questions above stated, and the meeting shall open not later than noon and shall
remain open at least 8 hours. If such action is to be taken at a meeting in a town or village district which
has not adopted an official ballot, the clerk may prepare a special ballot likewise separate from the ballot
used to elect town or village district officers for the use of voters in voting on the question. If a majority of
the voters present and voting on any question as herein provided shall vote in the affirmative, the ordinance
or amendment thereto shall be declared to have been adopted. When submitting any question to the voters
under this section, there shall be 2 squares printed after the question, one with the word “yes” beside it and
another with the word “no” beside it.

46 Method of Enactment in Certain Towns and Village Districts. Amend RSA 675:3, IX to read as follows:

IX. The method for amending a zoning ordinance[;] or historic district ordinance [er-building-code;] as
set forth in this section, may also be utilized to repeal such ordinance[-or-ecode]. The ballot question shall use
the word “repeal” in place of the words “adoption” or “amendment.”

47 Method of Enactment by Petition. Amend RSA 675:4, I to read as follows:

I. Twenty-five or more voters may petition for an amendment to a zoning ordinancel;] or historic district
ordinance[;or-abuildingcode]. Petitioned amendments shall be voted only at the annual town or village district
meeting. A petition to amend a zoning ordinancel;] or historic district ordinance[;-er-abuilding-code] shall be
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submitted to the board of selectmen or the village district commissioners during the period between 120 and
90 days prior to the annual town or village district meeting. The petition shall be in correct warrant article
form, as determined by the selectmen or village district commissioners, to amend the zoning ordinance[;] or
historic district ordinance[;-er-building-eode]. The selectmen or the village district commissioners shall submit
the petitions to the planning board in a timely manner.

48 Method of Enactment by Petition. Amend RSA 675:4, III to read as follows:

ITI. Each petitioned amendment shall be placed on a ballot which may be separate from the ballot used
to elect town or village district officers. A notation on the ballot stating the planning board’s approval or
disapproval shall immediately follow the question’s description. Any petitioned question receiving an affir-
mative vote of a majority of the legal voters present and voting shall be adopted, except as provided in RSA
675:5. The planning board shall forward to the town or village district clerk all proposed amendments to a
zoning ordinance[;] or historic district ordinance[;-er-building-eode] under this section not later than the fifth
Tuesday prior to the date for electing town or village district officers.

49 Method of Enactment by Petition. Amend RSA 675:4, V to read as follows:

V. The method for amending a zoning ordinancel;] or historic district ordinance [or-building—code], as
set forth in this section, may also be utilized to repeal such ordinance[-ereode]. The ballot question shall use
the word “repeal” in place of the word “amendment.”

50 Notice Requirements for Public Hearing. Amend RSA 675:7, II to read as follows:

I1. The full text of the proposed master plan, zoning ordinance[;building-eode], subdivision regulation,
site plan review regulation and historic district regulation, ordinance, or amendment need not be included
in the notice if an adequate statement describing the proposal and designating the place where the proposal
is on file for public inspection is stated in the notice. The notice of a hearing on a proposed amendment to a
zoning ordinance to be sent electronically or by first class mail shall include a statement describing, to the
greatest extent practicable and in easily understood language, the proposed changes to the zoning ordinance,
the areas affected, and any other information calculated to improve public understanding of the proposal.

51 Filing of Zoning Ordinances, Historic District Ordinances, Building Codes, Subdivision Regulations,
Site Plan Review Regulations, and Amendments. Amend RSA 67 5:8 to read as follows

675:8 Filing of Zoning Ordinances, Historic District Ordlnances[—Bﬁ-r}d-rng—Ge&es] Subdivision Regulations,
Site Plan Review Regulations, and Amendments All zoning ordinances, historic district ordinances[;building
eodes], subdivision regulations, site plan review regulations, historic district regulations and their amend-
ments shall be placed on file with the city, town, or village district clerk, or, in the case of unincorporated
towns or unorganized places, with the clerk for the county commissioners for public inspection.

52 Place for Filing Documents; Reporting of Adoptions or Amendments. Amend RSA 675:9 to read as follows:

675:9 Place for Filing Documents; Reporting of Adoptions or Amendments. A copy of each master plan, zoning
ordinance, historic district ordinance, capital improvement plan[;-building-eode], subdivision regulation, historic
district regulation, site plan review regulation or amendment which is adopted by a municipality shall be placed in
a central file with the office of planning and development; provided, however, that failure to file these documents
or amendments with the office of planning and development shall not affect the validity of the document. Every
municipality which adopts a master plan, zoning ordinance, historic district ordinance, capital improvement planf;
building-eode], subdivision regulation or site plan review regulatlon or amendment thereto shall inform the office
of planning and development of such adoption or amendment. The office of planning and development is hereby
authorized to gather this information by way of an annual survey of the municipalities or other such means as
may be deemed appropriate. The office of planning and development shall periodically create lists and reports of
the information gathered for use by the municipalities and the general public.

53 Third-Party Review and Inspection. Amend the section heading of RSA 676:4-b and RSA 676:4-b, I to
read as follows:

676:4-b [ThirdParty]l Third-Party Review and Inspection.

I. A planning board reviewing a subdivision plat, site plan, or other land use application may require
the applicant to reimburse the board for expenses reasonably incurred by obtaining [third-partyl third-party
review and consultation during the review process, provided that the review and consultation does not sub-
stantially replicate a review and consultation obtained by the zoning board of adjustment. The applicant may
request the planning board choose a different [third-party] third-party consultant and the request may include
the name of a preferred consultant. The planning board shall exercise reasonable discretion to determine
whether the request is warranted. When such a request is granted by the planning board, the 65-day period
for the board’s action on an application stated in RSA 676:4, I(c)(1) shall be extended 45 days to provide the
board adequate time to identify a different consultant.

54 Third-Party Review and Inspection. Amend RSA 676:4-b, IV and V to read as follows:

IV. A person retained as a [third-party] third-party inspector during the construction process shall ob-
serve, record, and promptly report to the planning board or appropriate municipal authority and applicant or
applicant’s successor in interest any perceived construction defect or deviation from the terms of the approval
or approved project plans.
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V. Any person who becomes aware of a failure by a [third-party] third-party inspector to report properly
and promptly a construction defect or deviation from the terms of the approval or approved project plans, may
file a written complaint to the office of professional licensure and certification under RSA 310 for possible
disciplinary action.

55 Appeals to Board of Adjustment. Amend RSA 676:5, II(a) to read as follows:

(a) The “administrative officer” means any official or board who, in that municipality, has responsibility
for issuing permits or certificates under the ordinance, or for enforcing the ordinance, and may include [a-building
inspeetor;] the board of selectmen[;] or other official or board with such responsibility.

56 Determination of Which Local Ordinance Takes Precedence. Amend RSA 676:14 section heading to read
as follows:

676:14 Determination of Which Local Land Use Ordinance Takes Precedence.

57 Injunctive Relief. Amend RSA 676:15 to read as follows:

676:15 Injunctive Relief. In case any building or structure or part thereof is or is proposed to be erected,
constructed, altered, or reconstructed, or any land is or is proposed to be used in violation of this title or of
any local ordinance[;code;] or regulation adopted under this title, or of any provision or specification of an
application, plat, or plan approved by, or any requirement or condltlon of a permit or decision issued by, any
local administrator or board actmg under the authority of this title[;-the-building-inspeetor] or other official
with authority to enforce the provisions of this title or any local ordinancel[;-eede;] or regulation adopted un-
der this title, or the owner of any adjacent or neighboring property who would be specially damaged by such
violation may, in addition to other remedies provided by law, institute injunction, mandamus, abatement,
or any other appropriate action or proceeding to prevent, enjoin, abate, or remove such unlawful erection,
construction, alteration, or reconstruction.

58 Fines and Penalties; Second Offense. Amend RSA 676:17, I through III to read as follows:

I. Any person who violates any of the provisions of this title, or any local ordinancel[;eode;] or regulation
adopted under this title, or any provision or specification of any application, plat, or plan approved by, or any
requirement or condition of a permit or decision issued by, any local administrator or land use board acting
under the authority of this title shall be guilty of a misdemeanor if a natural person, or guilty of a felony if
any other person; and shall be subject to a civil penalty of $275 for the first offense, and $550 for subsequent
offenses, for each day that such violation is found to continue after the conviction date or after the date on
which the violator receives written notice from the municipality that the violator is in violation, whichever
is earlier. Each day that a violation continues shall be a separate offense.

IT. In any legal action brought by a municipality to enforce, by way of injunctive relief as provided by RSA
676:15 or otherwise, any local ordinancel[;code] or regulation adopted under this title, or to enforce any planning
board or zoning board of adjustment [er-building-code-board-of-appeals] decision made pursuant to this title, or
to seek the payment of any fine levied under paragraph I, the municipality shall recover its costs and reasonable
attorney’s fees actually expended in pursuing the legal action if it is found to be a prevailing party in the action.
For the purposes of this paragraph, recoverable costs shall include all out-of-pocket expenses actually incurred,
including but not limited to, inspection fees, expert fees and investigatory expenses.

III. If any violation of a local ordinance[;code] or regulation, or any violation of a planning board[;]or
zoning board of adjustment [er-building-eode-board-of-appeals-ldecision, results in the expenditure of public
funds by a municipality which are not reimbursed under paragraph II, the court in its discretion may order,
as an additional civil penalty, that a violator make restitution to the municipality for such funds so expended.

59 Fines and Penalties; Second Offense. Amend RSA 676:17, V to read as follows:

V. The [building-inspector-or-other| local official with the authority to enforce the provisions of this title
or any local ordinance[;eode;] or regulation adopted under this title may commence an action under paragraph
I either in the district court pursuant to RSA 502-A:11-a, or in the superior court. The prosecuting official in
the official’s discretion may, prior to or at the time of arraignment, charge the offense as a violation, and in
such cases the penalties to be imposed by the court shall be limited to those provided for a violation under
RSA 651:2 and the civil penalty provided in subparagraph I(b) of this section. The provisions of this section
shall supersede any inconsistent local penalty provision.

60 Cease and Desist Orders. Amend RSA 676:17-a introductory paragraph to read as follows:

676:17-a Cease and Desist Orders. The [building-inspeetor;] code enforcement officer, zoning administrator
or other official designated as an enforcement authority by ordinance or resolution of the local legislative body
may issue a cease and desist order against any violation of this title, any local ordinance[;-eoede] or regulation
adopted under this title, or any provision or specification of an application, plat, or plan approved by, or any
requirement or condition of a permit or decision issued by, any local administrator or land use board acting
under the authority of this title, subject to the following:

61 Local Land Use Citations; Pleas by Mail. Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 676:17-b, and RSA
676:17-b, I to read as follows:

676:17-b Local Land Use Citations; Pleas by Mail. A [building-inspeetor-or-other] local official with authority
to prosecute an offense within the scope of RSA 676:17, and who, prior to or at the time of serving the summons,
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elects, pursuant to RSA 676:17, V, to charge the offense as a violation, may issue and serve upon the defendant,
in addition to the summons, a local land use citation as set forth in this section. The defendant receiving such
a citation may plead guilty or nolo contendere by mail by entering that plea as provided herein. If such a plea
is accepted by the court, the defendant shall not be required to appear personally or by counsel; otherwise the
defendant shall appear as directed by the court. The following procedure shall be used:

I. No local land use citation as set forth in this section shall be served unless the defendant has first
been given written notice of the violation by the municipality. If the notice involves or includes a decision
Wthh may be appealed to the zonlng board of adJustment pursuant to RSA 676 5, [or—to—the—btrr}d-rng—eode

674:34;] then such notlce shall set forth a reasonable perlod as pr0v1ded by the rules of the respectlve board
in no case less than 7 days, within which such appeal shall be filed after receipt of the written notice, and the
citation shall not be served until after the end of such period. If such an appeal is filed, further proceedings
shall be governed by RSA 676:6.
62 Local Land Use Citations; Pleas by Mail. Amend RSA 676:17-b, II(c) to read as follows:
(c) The statute[;eodel, local ordinance, regulation, provision, specification, requirement or condition
the offender is charged with violating.
63 Repeal. The following are repealed:
I. RSA 673:1, III and V, relative to the establishment of local land use boards.
IT. RSA 673:3, IV, relative to zoning board of adjustment and building code board of appeals.
ITI. RSA 673:22, 11, relative to transfer of documents upon abolition of zoning ordinance or building code.
IV. RSA 674:34, relative to powers of building code board of appeals.
V. RSA 674:52-a, relative to ordering building vacated.
VI. RSA 676:11, relative to building permits required.
VII. RSA 676:13, relative to building permit restrictions.
64 Effective Date. This act shall take effect at 12:01 a.m. on July 1, 2026.

HB 525-FN, transferring administration of the program for the deaf and hard of hearing and the board of
licensure of interpreters for the deaf, deafblind, and hard of hearing to the office of professional licensure and
certification. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Peter Schmidt for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill was drafted because it appeared
that there were funds accruing to an account without associated spending. During testimony, the committee
learned that the accumulation of fees is appropriately offset by statutorily authorized spending. In the course
of preparing the bill for hearing, it was learned that the intended transfer would entail the expenditure, by
the Office of Professional Licensure and Certification, of an estimated $250,000, with no certain benefit to
the system. Accordingly, the sponsor consented to a committee motion of inexpedient to legislate. Vote 14-0.

HB 610-FN, relative to repealing the office of the consumer advocate. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Erica Layon for Executive Departments and Administration. As introduced, this bill repealed the Office
of the Consumer Advocate and moved certain responsibilities to advocate for residential ratepayers to the
Public Utilities Commission. As amended, this bill charges the consumer advocate “to focus exclusively on
assuring that residential utility customers receive safe and reliable service at the lowest possible cost while
maximizing customer freedom and autonomy.” It requires this focus in advocacy regarding regional and fed-
eral rules and policies, and places an oversight responsibility on the residential ratepayers advisory board
to ensure the consumer advocate is focused on this charge, with enforcement by the newly created power for
a 2/3 vote of the board to recommend to the governor and council that the consumer advocate be removed
if they fail in this duty. This is an expansion of the current role of the board in recommending whether or
not to re-appoint the consumer advocate, and is consistent with the current consumer advocate’s view of the
relationship between himself and the board where he seeks the board’s input on a regular basis. Lastly, the
amendment opens the potential field for future consumer advocates to include professional engineers and
economists, and gives suggestions on which professional backgrounds should be included in the office staff.
Simply put, this makes clear that the role of the consumer advocate is to fight for reliable and affordable
energy for the people of New Hampshire. Vote 16-0.

Amendment (3076h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to the office of the consumer advocate.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Public Utilities; Support Personnel to Commission; Office of the Consumer Advocate. Amend RSA 363:28,
I(a) to read as follows:
(a) A consumer advocate, appointed by the governor and council, who shall be a qualified attorney
admitted to practice in this state, a professional engineer, or an economist. The consumer advocate shall
serve a 4-year term and until a successor is appointed and qualified.
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2 Public Utilities; Support Personnel to Commission; Office of the Consumer Advocate. Amend RSA 363:28,
I(d) to read as follows:

(d) Three additional staff people appointed by the consumer advocate. When filling these positions,
the consumer advocate should consider appointing [rate-analysts] at least one attorney and consider ap-
pointing additional attorneys, rate analysts, or economists.

3 New Paragraph; Public Utilities; Support Personnel to Commission; Office of the Consumer Advocate.
Amend RSA 363:28 by inserting after paragraph I the following new paragraph:

I-a. In discharging the powers and duties enumerated in this section, the consumer advocate shall
focus exclusively on assuring that residential utility customers receive safe and reliable service at the
lowest possible cost while maximizing customer freedom and autonomy.

4 Public Utilities; Support Personnel to Commission; Office of the Consumer Advocate. Amend RSA 363:28,
IV to read as follows:

IV. The consumer advocate shall have authority to promote and further consumer knowledge and education.
The consumer advocate shall advocate against proposed regional or federal rules or policies that are inconsistent
with paragraph I-a and the policies, rules, or laws of New Hampshire. In its participation in regional activities,
the consumer advocate shall consider how other states’ pohcles w111 1mpact New Hampshlre rates and work to
prevent or minimize any rate impact [ mer-advo e s 0B Ajast-or e

5 Public Utilities; Support Personnel to Commlssmn Re51dent1a1 Ratepayers Adv1sory Board. RSA 363:28-a
is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
363:28-a Residential Ratepayers Advisory Board.

I. There is established the residential ratepayers advisory board which shall provide oversight of the office of
the consumer advocate as established by RSA 363:28 and ensure that the consumer advocate shall focus exclusively
on assuring that residential utility customers receive safe and reliable service at the lowest possible cost while
maximizing customer freedom and autonomy. The advisory board shall consist of the following public members:

(a) Three members appointed by the speaker of the house. One shall represent the interests of resi-
dential ratepayers; one shall represent the interests of the elderly; and one shall be a member of the public.

(b) Three members appointed by the senate president. One shall represent the interests of residential
ratepayers; one shall represent the interests of the disabled; and one shall represent environmental concerns.

(c) Three members appointed by the governor and council. One shall represent the interests of
persons of low income; one shall represent the interests of small business owners; and one shall represent
the interests of residents of low-income housing.

IT. Members shall serve 3-year terms. In the event of death or resignation of any member of the advisory board,
the person or entity that made the original appointment shall appoint a successor, and the successor appointed
to the vacancy shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term. The members of the board shall receive no
compensation but shall be entitled to reimbursement for mileage at the same rate provided for state employees.

ITI. The board shall elect annually a chairperson from among its membership.

IV. The board shall receive administrative support from the office of the consumer advocate.

V.(a) The board shall meet at least quarterly and at the call of the chairperson or 3 board members. The
consumer advocate shall be present for all board meetings to inform the board of the actions of the office of
the consumer advocate and to respond to the board’s inquiries.

(b) Except as pertains to any end user of an excepted local exchange carrier or services provided to
such end user, the board shall advise the consumer advocate on matters concerning residential ratepayers.

(c) Prior to the expiration of the consumer advocate’s term, the board shall recommend to the governor
and council whether to reappoint the consumer advocate. If the board does not recommend reappointment or the
governor and council do not accept the board’s recommendation to reappoint, the board shall then recommend
3 persons to the governor and council to fill the position.

(d) After providing notice and opportunity for a hearing to the consumer advocate, the oversight board
may by two-thirds vote recommend that the governor seek the removal of the consumer advocate for failure
to discharge the powers, duties, and limitations set forth in RSA 363:28. A failure to discharge the powers,
duties, and limitations set forth in RSA 363:28 shall be deemed adequate grounds for removal of the consumer
advocate pursuant to RSA 4:1, and a removal recommendation from the oversight board shall be deemed a
petition to the governor and council within the meaning of RSA 4:1, II.

6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 90 days after its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill makes changes to the composition and objectives of the office of the consumer advocate.
HB 727-FN, relative to the New Hampshire retirement system. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Jaci Grote for Executive Departments and Administration. This New Hampshire Retirement System
bill was one of several bills received by ED&A and the one retained by the committee as the state retirement

plans went through the budgeting process. Since this bill was passed in HB 2, this bill is no longer needed
and the committee recommends inexpedient to legislate. Vote 15-0.
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SB 94, prohibiting municipal amendments to the state building code. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Jaci Grote for Executive Departments and Administration. The original version of this bill mimics the intent
of HB 428 passed by the House earlier this year. This amendment replaces the original bill in its entirety and
addresses a concern with HB 428 that would reinstate a town’s ability to reopen technical issues if a building
code is more than two years behind the current code. Since there are 8 model codes and if any codes lag, the
intent of HB 428 is moot. Vote 15-1.

Amendment (2972h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT repealing municipal amendments to technical requirements of the state building code in certain
circumstances.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Public Safety and Welfare; New Hampshire Building Code; Enforcement Mechanism. Amend RSA 155-
A:3, II to read as follows:

II. Amendments to the state building code implementing the issuance of permits and the collection of
fees pursuant to RSA 155-A:2, I, and the issuance of permits and certificates of occupancy pursuant to RSA
155-A:2, IV, or other administrative functions shall be reserved for the municipalities, provided they are not
less stringent than the state building code and confirmed pursuant to RSA 155-A:3, IV. No amendments to

the techmcal requlrements of the state bu1ld1ng code are permltted [Muﬁcrpa—l—a—meﬁd-meﬁﬁhto—teehmca-l—re-

2 Effectlve Date. ThlS act shall take effect July 1, 2026 at 12: 01 AM '

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill repeals municipal amendments to technical requirements of the state building code in certain
circumstances.

SB 182, relative to the maternal mortality review committee. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Jaci Grote for Executive Departments and Administration. As introduced, this bill made several changes
to the maternal mortality review committee including a change in data collection methods. As amended, this
bill updates the name of the Northern New England Perinatal Quality Improvement Network (NNEQUIN)
to the New Hampshire Perinatal Quality Collaborative (NHPQC) affiliated with Dartmouth Health, requires
that each meeting summarizes panel recommendations to be distributed to members’ respective institutions
and adds close contacts to those who are contacted regarding the deceased woman should the family refuse
an interview. This amendment was supported by HHS agency representatives. Vote 14-0.

Amendment (2328h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to the maternal mortality review committee.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 New Subparagraph; Maternal Mortality Review Panel. Amend RSA 132:30, I by inserting after subparagraph
(1) the following new subparagraph:
(j) A representative of the department of corrections, appointed by the commissioner of the department
of corrections.
2 Maternal Mortahty Review Panel. Amend RSA 132 30 IV to read as follows
IV. The commissioner may delegate to [the® rNew o ; i
Network-(INNEPQIN)] New Hampshire perinatal quallty collaboratwe (NHPQC) afﬁllated wlth Dart—
mouth Health the functions of collecting, analyzing, and disseminating maternal mortality information,
organizing and convening meetings of the panel, and other substantive and administrative tasks as may be
incident to these activities. The activities of [NNEPQIN] NHPQC and its employees or agents shall be subject
to the same confidentiality provisions as those that apply to the panel.
3 Public Health; Maternal Mortahty Rev1ew Panel Estabhshed Amend RSA 132 30 VI(b) to read as follows
(b) Each [men g ; g 0

0 respee S ons-and-professions = ']panelmeetmgshallconclude
with the development of panel recommendatlons wlth members responsible for the dissemina-
tion of recommendations to his or her respective institutions or professional organizations. All
such information shall be disseminated through each participant’s quality assurance program in order
to protect the confidentiality of all participants and patients involved in any incident.
4 Public Health; Maternal Mortality Review Panel Established. Amend RSA 132:30, VII to read as follows:
VII. The commissioner of the department of health and human services, with the advice and recommendation
of a majority of members of the panel, shall adopt rules, pursuant to RSA 541-A, relative to the following:
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(a) The system for identifying and reporting maternal [deaths] mortalities to the commissioner, or
designee.

(b) The form and manner through which the program may acquire information under RSA 132:31.

(¢) The protocol to be used in carefully and sensitively contacting [a] family [member] members and
close contacts of the deceased woman for a discussion of the events surrounding the death, allowing grieving
family members to refuse such an interview.

(d) Assuring de-identification of all individuals and facilities involved in the panel review of cases.

5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill revises membership and responsibilities of the maternal mortality review panel.

SB 185-FN, relative to office of professional licensure and certification investigations. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Jaci Grote for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill would have put time limitations on in-
vestigations conducted by the Office of Professional Licensure and Certification (OPLC) in response to allegations
of professional misconduct. There were two issues recognized by the committee. The bill would have conflicted
with current statute that was implemented through HB 655 (2023) and passed by the House last term and OPLC
was in the process of implementing a process in harmony with that existing statute. The committee has asked
for an update from OPLC on their complaint procedure and backlog to be reviewed in January 2026. Vote 15-0.

SB 193-FN, requiring the head of each state agency to submit a strategic plan for program activities. REFER
FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Erica Layon for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill seeks to codify good governance
principles of strategic planning, setting goals and metrics to evaluate the efficacy of programs, and to provide
for ongoing assessment of whether the goals implemented by the legislature are being delivered in a cost-
effective manner. After implementing the processes in this bill in fiscal year 2026, it provides for greater
flexibility through a waiver process tied to performance goals and implementation. The committee believes
that an efficient government that can deliver effectively on policies established by the legislature on a cost
effective manner is an important undertaking, and intends to review this bill and prior efforts to implement
better governance in the state of New Hampshire after the conclusion of normal committee business in 2026.
For this reason, the committee recommends referring the bill for interim study. Vote 16-0.

HB 54-FN, allowing alternative treatment centers to operate for-profit. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Carol McGuire for Finance. This policy change was unanimously endorsed by DHHS, the policy committee,
and passed the House 358-14. The fiscal impact is minimal ($13,000) for software and process changes, so the
Finance Committee sees no reason to oppose this bill. Vote 25-0.

HB 111-FN, extending the position of right-to-know ombudsman for 2 years and exempting individuals who
assist in the preparation of a right-to-know complaint at no charge from the unauthorized practice of law.
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Joe Sweeney for Finance. House Finance unanimously recommends this bill to be found Inexpedient
to Legislate. The state budget enacted significant reforms to the position of Right-to-Know Ombudsman.
Advancing this bill separately would create conflicting time-lines and statutory inconsistencies. The commit-
tee believes the budget already resolved these matters comprehensively, and ITL ensures consistency with
enacted policy and avoids reopening settled issues. Vote 25-0.

HB 129-FN, relative to the definition of the term “evidence-based” within public education. INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for Finance. The sponsor of HB 129 recommends ITL as an updated bill has been
submitted. Vote 25-0.

HB 133-FN, modifying the new resident drivers’ license transfer requirements, specifying when the division of
motor vehicles shall send violation notices, and appropriating funds to the division for technological upgrades
required for legal compliance. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for Finance. The sponsor of this bill recommends ITL as an updated bill has
been submitted. Vote 25-0.

HB 215-FN, requiring a landfill permit applicant to submit a report listing potential harms and benefits of
the project. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Jose Cambrils for Finance. This is a common sense bipartisan bill that will require new landfill applicants
to submit a report listing potential harms and or benefits of their project. Vote 25-0.

Amendment (2970h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Public Benefit Requirement; Substantial Public Benefit. RSA 149-M:11, III is repealed and reenacted to
read as follows:
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II1. Prior to completing its full technical review of an application, the department shall determine whether
a proposed solid waste facility provides a substantial public benefit through an initial review process. Only if
the department determines that a substantial public benefit exists shall the application proceed for further
review. The department shall issue its determination of whether the proposed facility provides a substantial
public benefit prior to completing a full technical review of the application. If the department determines that
the facility does provide a substantial public benefit, the department shall notify the applicant in writing, and
shall proceed with technical review. If the department determines that the proposed facility does not provide
a substantial public benefit, it shall issue a written denial of the application. To make this determination,
the department shall consider:

(a) The short-and long-term need for a solid waste facility of the proposed type, size, and location to
provide capacity to accommodate solid waste generated within the borders of New Hampshire, which capacity
need shall be identified as provided in paragraph V.

(b) The ability of the proposed facility to assist the state in achieving the implementation of the hierarchy
and goals under RSA 149-M:2 and RSA 149-M:3.

(c) The ability of the proposed facility to assist in achieving the goals of the state solid waste management
plan, and one or more solid waste management plans submitted to and approved by the department under RSA
149-M:24 and RSA 149-M:25.

(d) For proposed privately-owned landfill facilities only, the ability of the proposed facility to provide
a net public benefit. A net public benefit exists if potential benefits for a proposed project are determined to
be greater than the potential harms. Net public benefit shall be determined as provided in paragraph VI.

2 New Paragraph; Determination of Net Public Benefit. Amend RSA 149-M:11 by inserting after paragraph
XI, the following new paragraph:
XII. Net public benefit of a proposed privately-owned landfill facility shall be determined as follows:

(a) An assessment shall be conducted on behalf of the host community and/or other abutting munici-
palities by an independent third party contractor and the costs for such assessment shall be borne by the
applicant. The applicant shall submit a list of no fewer than three independent third party contractors to the
department. The department shall review the qualifications of the contractors and provided that it finds them
qualified, shall work in consultation with the host community and the applicant to select a mutually agree-
able contractor. If the department determines that one or more of the submitted contractors is not qualified,
it shall require the applicant to identify additional contractors. If a mutually agreeable third party has not
been identified within 60 days, the commissioner shall choose from the submitted list.

(b) The required assessment shall include both potential harms and potential benefits associated with
the proposed facility. Potential harms shall include any potentially harmful impacts on human health, property
values, tourism, outdoor recreation, and wildlife. Such impacts may include noise, odor, traffic, greenhouse gas,
and other emissions emanating from the facility and emissions from transport of solid waste-related material
and by-products to and from the proposed facility. Potential benefits shall include, in addition to capacity need
as described in subparagraph III(a), potential economic benefits to the local area and potential infrastructure
improvements associated with the proposed project, and other factors as identified by the contractor.

(c) The department shall review the third-party assessment to determine whether the proposed facility
provides a net public benefit. To assist in review of the third-party assessment, the department shall consult,
as needed, with the department of transportation to evaluate impacts on local traffic and infrastructure; the
department of business and economic affairs to evaluate impacts on the local economy; and the department
of natural and cultural resources to evaluate impacts on tourism and local natural and cultural resources.

3 New Subparagraphs; Satisfaction of Capacity Need. Amend RSA 149-M:11, V by inserting after subpara-
graph (d) the following new subparagraphs:

(e) For an applicant seeking to expand an existing and fully permitted RCRA Subtitle D landfill, the
department shall find that the expansion will satisfy the state’s capacity need if, during the years for which
the permit shall be granted, the state will face a capacity shortfall for at least one-half of those years.

(f) For an applicant seeking to develop a new landfill at a site where none currently exists, the depart-
ment shall find that the new project will satisfy the state’s capacity need if, during the years for which the
permit shall be granted, the state will face a capacity shortfall for at least one-half of those years. However,
the department shall not allow the new landfill to begin accepting waste until the first year in which a short-
fall is expected to exist.

4 Public Benefit Requirement. Amend RSA 149-M:11, VIII to read as follows:
VIII. Each applicant for a solid waste permit under this chapter shall have the burden of demonstrating that
a proposed solid waste facility provides a public benefit by showing how the proposed facility satisfies the criteria
listed under paragraph III. Such demonstration shall be included as part of each application for a solid waste
permit. The public benefit of a proposed operation or project shall be limited solely to an evaluation of
that project and may not be mitigated or enhanced in relation to any other related project.
5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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HB 216-FN, relative to workers’ compensation and creditable service towards retirement. INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Carol McGuire for Finance. This bill would eliminate the arbitrary one year limit of time off on worker’s
compensation applying to pension service. As far as our research can tell, it applies to very few employees —
but we don’t know how few. Neither the pension system nor worker’s compensation carriers have been able
to report on how many individuals are affected by this limit. Since that makes the cost of this change totally
unquantifiable, we recommend ITL. Vote 25-0.

HB 519-FN-A, making an appropriation to the department of health and human services to fund and support
the Waypoint youth and young adult shelter. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Rich Nalevanko for Finance. The substance of this bill is included in a footnote of HB 1 - AU 3170 and
is therefore no longer relevant. Vote 25-0.

HB 547-FN, relative to county reimbursement of funds. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Brian Seaworth for Finance. This bill was to address a situation where additional federal funding for
county nursing homes was not credited properly in 2020 and 2021 as a result of budgetary timing issues.
The bill proposed to return money that the counties reimbursed the state’s Medicaid fund and do so over the
period of this biennium. The bill’s language has now been implemented by HB 2 (Section 287), except that
the amount will be allocated over four years instead of two. With the solution in place, this bill is redundant
and no longer needed. Vote 25-0.

HB 563-FN, relative to the cost of an opportunity for an adequate education, extraordinary need grants, fiscal
capacity disparity aid, and determination of education grants. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for Finance. The Senate version of HB 563 is included as sections 223-227 in HB
2 on pages 61-63, so this bill is unnecessary. Vote 25-0.

HB 570-FN, repealing the prescription drug affordability board. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Samuel Farrington for Finance. This bill is unnecessary, as the board was already repealed through HB
2 (2025), section 141:312. Vote 23-2.

HB 607-FN, relative to funding the Hampton Beach area commission and making appropriations therefor.
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Joe Sweeney for Finance. The majority of House Finance recommends this bill be found Inexpedient to
Legislate. Funding for the Hampton Beach Area Commission was already addressed within the state budget,
eliminating the need for a separate appropriation. The committee determined that moving this bill forward
would duplicate existing funding mechanisms and create unnecessary administrative overlap. Inexpedient to
Legislate upholds fiscal discipline and consistency with the approved budget. Vote 23-2.

HB 611-FN, relative to repayment regarding appointed counsel for indigent criminal defendants. INEXPE-
DIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Gerald Griffin for Finance. HB 2, sections 216 - 222 essentially incorporated the provisions of HB 611
with minor changes, thus making this bill redundant. We are recommending ITL. Vote 25-0.

HB 619-FN-A, making an appropriation to the solid waste management fund. INEXPEDIENT TO LEG-
ISLATE.

Rep. Carol McGuire for Finance. An alternate funding mechanism for this fund was passed in HB 2, making
this bill redundant. Vote 25-0.

HB 640-FN, relative to the transparency of federal agency operations within New Hampshire. INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Carol McGuire for Finance. This bill would require regular reporting on a number of aspects of federal
agency action within New Hampshire. However, we can only ask for this data, as we cannot force federal
agencies to report to the state, and our belief is that very few agencies would oblige us by reporting on their
operations. This report would be desirable, if it actually contained data; if it is a series of blanks, the com-
mittee believes it would be a waste of resources to set up the reporting structure. Vote 25-0.

HB 671-FN-A, establishing a kindergarten literacy readiness program. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for Finance. The program description, “provide the kindergarten readiness lit-
eracy program to pre-schoolers of the state,” is vague, no data was collected on the effectiveness of a prior
pilot version, no funds are appropriated for this purpose and current revenues are running below budget. For
these reasons the Finance Committee Division II unanimously recommend ITL. Vote 25-0.

HB 716-FN, making an appropriation for the dual and concurrent enrollment program. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for Finance. The funding for this CCSNH program is included in the budget bill,
HB 1, so this bill is unnecessary. Vote 25-0.
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HB 773-FN, relative to aid to school districts for the cost of special education. INEXPEDIENT TO LEG-
ISLATE.

Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for Finance. The Senate version of HB 773 (SB 292) is included in trailer bill,
HB 2, so this bill is unnecessary. Vote 25-0.

SB 63-FN, relative to funding for the division of travel and tourism. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Jose Cambrils for Finance. The Department of Business and Economic Affairs, Division of Travel and
Tourism already had $7 million per year funded in the next biennium. And the legislature felt it was best
to retain control of funding versus making automatic payments from the meals and rooms tax. Vote 25-0.

HB 621-FN, allowing the birth mother to opt out of sharing certain information from the birth worksheet
with state agencies. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Wayne MacDonald for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill was heard during the
House Session earlier in the year and the Committee on Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs (HH-
SEA) decided to retain it for further examination and consideration and a subcommittee was formed. The bill
would have allowed the birth mother to opt out of sharing certain information from the birth worksheet with
state agencies. The subcommittee scheduled a work session and heard extensive testimony against the bill.
In addition to potentially jeopardizing federal funding, the bill lacked specifics as to what information could
be refused. The information that is currently collected is done by every other state in the country and is used
to track Maternal Child Health (MCH). The information is also valuable in terms of establishing citizenship,
preventing child trafficking, establishing identity, establishing legal kinship, avoiding fraud, helping with
rural health efforts, generating federal population estimates and making timely referrals for newborn medical
concerns. The subcommittee also was told that this bill, if it were to become law, would conflict with other
state statutes. A clear concern and focus of the bill was the issue of privacy. Under HIPAA Guidelines and
Department of Health and Human Services policies, only authorized personnel have access to the information
gathered and it can only be used for limited, official purposes. Finally, SB 105-FN (Ch. 211, Laws of 2023),
already removes any penalties, if there is a refusal to provide information. Based on all of these findings, the
HHSEA Committee recommended this bill Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 17-0.

HB 65, directing landlords to offer tenants the option of reporting rental payments to consumer reporting
agencies. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. David Paige for Housing. This bill would require landlords operating fifteen or more rental units to offer
tenants the option of having their on-time rental payments reported to a consumer reporting agency, at the
landlord’s expense. The committee recognizes the merit in the sponsors’ goal of helping tenants build credit
and improve financial stability. Enabling renters to have their timely payments reflected in their credit his-
tory is a promising approach to supporting their upward mobility. Testimony also highlighted that a number
of fee-based and free self-reporting services already exist to help tenants achieve this objective. While the
committee strongly supports the underlying intent of expanding credit-building opportunities for renters,
members concluded that additional study is warranted to determine the most effective way to achieve that
goal—particularly in light of the existing options already available to tenants. Vote 16-0.

HB 459-FN, relative to acreage requirements and zoning regarding sewer infrastructure and single-family
residential uses. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Joe Alexander for Housing. In a unanimous vote the Housing Committee believes this bill has merit.
This bill would allow for smaller lot sizes for areas depending on water and sewer infrastructure. During the
public hearing, the committee heard testimony of the need for smaller lots in order to build smaller houses
to address the “missing middle” in this housing shortage. The committee heard that many municipalities
are not allowing for this for various reasons some of which are not based in scientific evidence or soil ability
to support such infrastructure. Fortunately for this bill and its companion bill, the conversation regarding
smaller lots will continue in an Interim Study committee as well as a newly formed Commission to Study the
New Hampshire Zoning Enabling Act. Vote 16-0.

HB 465, relative to the housing opportunity zone program. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Allan Howland for Housing. This bill seeks to define how tenant income verification can be used to
determine if a housing project has met the requirements to qualify for Housing Opportunity Zone tax relief.
Municipalities already have the ability to use the United States Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) income data to calculate if a project meets this requirement without using tenant income veri-
fication. This led to the committee recommendation of Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 16-0.

HB 604-FN, relative to a loan forgiveness program for low-income homeowners to build new accessory dwelling
units or renovate existing structures into accessory dwelling units. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. David Paige for Housing. This bill would establish a forgivable loan program through the New Hampshire
Housing Finance Authority to help lower-income homeowners construct or renovate accessory dwelling units
(ADUs). The committee recognizes that high construction costs remain one of the greatest barriers for property
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owners who wish to help address the state’s housing shortage by adding ADUs. The sponsors are to be com-
mended for seeking creative solutions to make ADU development more attainable. The committee, however,
believes further study is needed to evaluate the best use of limited affordable housing funds in supporting ADU
development and to better understand the evolving impact of recent statewide ADU zoning changes and emerg-
ing private-sector financing options. Vote 16-0.

SB 84-FN, relative to zoning procedures concerning residential housing. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.
Rep. Joe Alexander for Housing. In a unanimous vote the Housing Committee believes this bill has merit.
This bill would allow for smaller lot sizes for areas depending on water and sewer infrastructure. During the
public hearing, the committee heard testimony of the need for smaller lots in order to build smaller houses
to address the “missing middle” in this housing shortage. The committee heard that many municipalities are
not allowing for this for various reasons some of which are not based in scientific evidence or soil ability to
support such infrastructure. The wording for this bill is closer to what the committee sees as a thoroughly
vetted piece of legislation. For various reasons this bill is not ready to send to the floor. However, fortunately
for this bill and its companion bill, the conversation regarding smaller lots will continue in an Interim Study
committee as well as a newly formed Commission to Study the New Hampshire Zoning Enabling Act. Vote 16-0.

CACR 6, relating to the right to compute. Providing that the right of individuals to use computation resources
shall not be infringed. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Paul Berch for Judiciary. This proposed constitutional amendment would guarantee individuals the
right to use, access, and employ computational resources, including networks, without limitation, and
would prohibit unreasonable discriminatory rates and restrictions. The committee expressed concern that
the lack of clear definitions within the proposal could result in unintended consequences and extensive
litigation. Questions were raised as to whether the amendment might undermine efforts to protect children
from harmful online materials or inadvertently provide constitutional protections to individuals engaging
in predatory behavior. The committee also noted that the amendment could open the door to harassment
suits over Internet service costs and regulatory measures. Finally, it was emphasized that enshrining
such provisions in the New Hampshire Constitution would make future adjustments or necessary updates
exceedingly difficult. Vote 17-0.

HB 74, defining the term citizen for the purposes of the right to know law and including preliminary drafts
circulated to a quorum of a majority of a public body as disclosable documents. INEXPEDIENT TO LEG-
ISLATE.

Rep. Bob Lynn for Judiciary. This bill would amend the right to know (RTK) Law to provide a definition of
“citizen” as used in the law to mean a person who is domiciled in New Hampshire or who is a member of the
press. It also provides that preliminary drafts of materials circulated to a quorum or majority of the members
of a public body must be disclosed under the RTK Law. The bill originally was retained because it was a
companion bill to the more comprehensive HB 66, which was passed by the House but was killed by the other
body. Given that the RTK Law has been amended a number of times recently, that some of the amendments
have been very contentious, and that, as evidenced by the other body’s vote on HB 66, there appears to be no
appetite for making further changes to this law at the present time, the committee unanimously concluded
that the bill should be voted Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 15-0.

HB 253, relative to interest-bearing pooled trust accounts maintained by lawyers. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Paul Berch for Judiciary. This bill seeks to transfer the administration of Interest on Lawyers Trust
Accounts (IOLTA) from the New Hampshire Supreme Court to the political control of the New Hampshire
Legislature. Lawyers often hold client funds temporarily — for example, settlement checks, retainers, or real
estate deposits. These funds do not belong to the lawyer, and sometimes the amounts are too small, or held
too briefly, to justify setting up a separate interest-bearing account for each client. Instead, lawyers put these
small or short-term deposits into a pooled trust account (an IOLTA account). Larger or longer-held amounts
are put in client fund accounts. The interest earned on the pooled IOLTA accounts is paid by the bank which
holds the funds to the New Hampshire Bar Foundation and the money is generally used for funding civil le-
gal aid for low-income people — help with housing, domestic violence, family law, as well as access to justice
programs and education about our legal system. Every state has such a program, and virtually every one is
administered through its state supreme court. No evidence was presented that any state has put the program
under the direct administrative control of a political body. This bill would shift the administration of the
program to the legislature and would allow the legislature to direct the funds to New Hampshire’s Indigent
Defense Program. A future amendment could direct it elsewhere, subject to the political preferences of that
legislative body. In New Hampshire, the IOLTA program is established under Rule 50 of the Rules of the New
Hampshire Supreme Court and administered by the New Hampshire Bar Foundation, a non-profit 501(c)(3).
There is a public process for input to suggest changes to rules through the Supreme Court Advisory Com-
mittee on Rules. Some members of the committee question why the interest earned in these accounts is not
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paid to the clients to whom it belongs. However, the constitutionality of IOLTA has been upheld by the US
Supreme Court, and given the likelihood that making such a major change would undoubtedly spark strong
opposition from stakeholders, these committee members do not believe this is the proper time to attempt to
make such a change. Accordingly, the Judiciary Committee unanimously voted & recommend Inexpedient to
Legislate. Vote 15-0.

HB 293-FN, preventing minors from accessing obscenity on certain electronic devices with internet access.
REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Katelyn Kuttab for Judiciary. This bill mandates that manufacturers of tablets and smartphones must
automatically activate a filter to block obscene material upon device activation for minors. It also requires
the option for a password to deactivate and reactive the filter. The bill imposes civil liability on manufactur-
ers who fail to install filters and creates both civil and criminal liability for intentionally disabling a filter
to allow minors access to obscene material. The committee recognized the addictive nature of such material
for those under 18 and its potential harm to minors’ development. In response, the committee established a
study committee to delve further into this important subject. During the subcommittee’s investigation, it was
revealed that Apple had already implemented such a filter as a result of legislation in Utah. Considering the
ongoing legal challenge to the Utah legislation, the committee sees value in monitoring its outcome, given
the existing availability of the filter. Therefore, the committee recommends an interim study to observe the
industry’s developments and assess whether legislative intervention remains necessary. Vote 17-0.

HB 313, relative to non-public sessions at public meetings where discussion in public would likely affect a
person’s reputation. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Paul Berch for Judiciary. This proposed legislation would allow a person whose reputation may be
adversely affected during a non-public session of a public meeting to be given notice thereof and to require
that the session be conducted in public. While there was sympathy for the proposal, the committee found
that its provisions would not be workable in practice. The bill contemplates the situation of a single affected
individual but is silent as to circumstances in which two or more persons may have identical concerns yet
disagree on whether the meeting should be open. An additional concern arises when the name of such a per-
son or persons is unknown at the onset, yet arises during the session. Moreover, the bill makes no provision
for preserving confidential or privileged matters that may be discussed. The committee notes that existing
provisions of law adequately address these concerns without creating the procedural difficulties that this bill
would introduce. Vote 17-0.

HB 580-FN, relative to retaliatory defamation in domestic violence and sexual violence cases. REFER FOR
INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Zoe Manos for Judiciary. This bill seeks to prohibit a person accused of domestic or sexual violence
from filing a defamation claim against the person alleging such conduct. The committee believes that this
bill may have merit, but that it needs further work. Among the concerns expressed by the committee was
that it “closes the courthouse door” to persons who may have valid defamation claims, while still not protect-
ing victims of sexual abuse and domestic violence. The bill currently provides two exceptions as to when a
defamation claim may proceed: (1) if the claimed act was “a factual impossibility” for the alleged perpetrator
to have committed; and (2) if the alleged victim has publicly stated that the reported incident did not occur.
Victims of domestic and sexual violence frequently withdraw their claims out of fear or pressure, however, so
allowing a defamation claim to proceed because the victim has publicly stated that the reported incident did
not occur, does not necessarily provide protection to the victim. Nor is it clear what “factual impossibility”
or “publicly stated” means. In addition, a victim-defamation claim defendant under this bill would still have
to engage in litigation to assert and establish that neither of the exceptions apply. This would lead to the
victim-defendant spending time and money on defense. Finally, some on the committee were concerned about
how punitive damages would be calculated, as well as the harshness of a potential award of treble compensa-
tory damages. For these reasons, the committee voted unanimously for Interim Study on this bill. Vote 15-0.

SB 189, relative to fetal death records. OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Katy Peternel for Judiciary. This bill changes and updates requirements and procedures for fetal death
records. This bill is at the request of the Secretary of State and utilizes electronic reporting for the few fetal
deaths that are reported annually in New Hampshire. Vote 15-1.

HB 128, establishing a committee to study unemployment insurance. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Michael Granger for Labor, Industrial and Rehabilitative Services. The purpose of this bill was to find
out why there exists insurance for a variety of daily woes, from medical insurance, paid family leave, auto-
motive insurance, home insurance, to renters insurance and concealed carry insurance and general liability
insurance, and all of this being done by the private sector, while one specific portion of the insurance industry,
namely unemployment insurance, is done by the state. The bill was retained to allow further research into
this question. We now know the answer. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt established a federal unem-
ployment insurance mandate through the Social Security Act of 1935. It implemented a massive payroll tax
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on employers as a federal excise tax. This tax applies across the entire United States. However, employers in
states that enact their own unemployment compensation laws meeting federal standards receive a 90% credit,
thus forcing states to implement state-level unemployment insurance schemes whether or not the citizens of
that state wish there to be such an unemployment insurance scheme or not. Since we now know the answers
to the questions the bill sought, the bill is now recommended as Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 18-0.

HB 477, establishing a commission to study safety and security procedures in the New Hampshire state
house. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Vanessa Sheehan for Legislative Administration. This bill would create a commission to publicly discuss
and seek solutions to all manner of security and safety conditions around the State House and Legislative Of-
fice Building complex. The committee quickly identified a major concern, namely that commissions, by defini-
tion, cannot operate in non-public session. Therefore, any member of the public, but especially those with evil
intentions, would have access to a potentially extensive record of where our limitations and security problems
may exist. That would be extremely foolish and dangerous for the most obvious of reasons. Secondarily, the
committee heard testimony and understood clearly that within the established bipartisan Joint Legislative
Facilities Committee, these critical discussions are continuously viewed as a top priority with a very important
distinction, this committee may operate in non-public session and frequently does. In fact, as recently as this
summer, an independent firm was selected to do a high-level safety review and report in consultation with our
Homeland Security personnel and our own security forces. The report is due to be presented mid-November
2025. So, while perhaps the discussions along these lines are not widely known, understood, or discussed by
the rank and file legislative members, it remains true that absolutely anyone can offer suggestions or areas
of inquiry to the bipartisan Joint Legislative Facilities Committee at any time. For these reasons, this legisla-
tion was deemed not only unnecessary, but in fact, dangerous, unanimously. Vote 11-0.

SB 186, relative to a portrait in the likeness of Senator Jeb Bradley at the state house. OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Len Turcotte for Legislative Administration. Our committee reviewed and discussed extensively two
bills-- SB 186 and SB 200-- relative to requested acceptance of portraits of recently retired legislators. As has
been the case in the past with similar legislation, questions around suitability and available space quickly
surfaced. The committee researcher provided summary information from the National Conference of State
Legislatures (NCSL) of the conditions across the country concerning portraits. State solutions range widely
from outright moratorium to denial of application unless the individual was pre-deceased 25 years, and notably
a few states require a positive super-majority vote of the legislature. The committee unanimously agreed to
accept a replace-all amendment to this bill, the first of the two portrait bills scheduled for executive session,
although absolutely no inference should be made regarding which bill was chosen to move forward with the
amendment and which was recommended Inexpedient to Legislate. In recognition that undoubtedly much
further discussion will be offered during this legislative process, the amendment sets the standard that all
future applications will be accepted for consideration once the individual has been pre-deceased for at least 10
years and contains the assumption that within the application, notable and exemplary service to the people of
New Hampshire shall be included and well-documented. In future legislation, other provisions may be looked
upon favorably, such as “fast-tracking” (applications filed and approved prior to the 10-year waiting period
which must be passed by super-majority votes in both Houses) and stipulations where required sums of money
must accompany portraits that would be placed in a State Treasurer’s fund to assure future maintenance of
the portrait. Lastly, the committee felt the Joint Legislative Historical Committee would be suggested to set
limits on size and materials used for future portraits as well. Vote 11-0.

Amendment (2993h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT preventing portraits depicting persons from being hung in certain places in the statehouse, un-
less the subject of the portrait has been dead for at least 10 years and provided exemplary and
noteworthy services to the citizens of this state.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 The State and Its Government; Legislative Officers and Proceedings; Office Space and Parking Facilities.
Amend RSA 14:14-b to read as follows:

4:9 Portraits or Other Memorials. No portraits, busts, statues, or other memorial objects shall be placed
in or on the state house with the exception of those areas under the use and control of the general court as
defined by RSA 14:14-b, III, state house annex, state library, Hannah Dustin monument, Franklin Pierce
homestead, Daniel Webster birthplace, or grounds connected with each without the consent of the governor
and council. Any portraits, flags, busts, statues, or other memorial objects to be placed in or on legislative
facilities as defined by RSA 14:14-b shall be at the direction of the joint legislative historical committee in
consultation with the director of the division of historical resources, department of natural and cultural re-
sources. Portraits depicting persons shall not be placed in the statehouse in any area listed under
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RSA 14:14-b, unless the subject of the portrait has been dead for at least 10 years and provided
exemplary and noteworthy services to the citizens of this state. The director, division of historical re-
sources, shall be responsible for the care of such memorial objects at any of these sites.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill prevents portraits depicting persons from being hung in certain places in the statehouse, unless
the subject of the portrait has been dead for at least 10 years and provided exemplary and noteworthy services
to the citizens of this state.

SB 200, relative to accepting a portrait of Sylvia Larsen. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Vanessa Sheehan for Legislative Administration. The committee reviewed and discussed extensively two
bills - SB 186 and SB 200 - relative to requested acceptance of portraits of recently retired legislators. The
committee unanimously agreed to accept a replace-all amendment on SB 186, the first numerically of the two
portrait bills, which set the new standard that all applications for legislative portraits would be considered
only after the subject was pre-deceased by at least 10 years. Since this standard would apply to all portrait
requests, this bill was recommended Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 11-0.

HB 453, prohibiting municipalities from banning use of grounds maintenance and snow and ice removal
equipment with internal combustion engines. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Diane Pauer for Municipal and County Government. This bill adds a new section under RSA 41, Choice
and Selection of Town Officers (Selectmen), prohibiting a local governing body from restricting the opera-
tion of grounds maintenance or snow and ice removal equipment powered by internal combustion engines on
any property within the municipality. It also allows the legislative body, by vote, the ability to prohibit the
municipality from purchasing such equipment. The bill contained several, significant, technical deficiencies
which the committee was unable to resolve, largely in part because the prime sponsor did not appear at either
the public hearing or the full committee work session. As a result, no evidence, testimony, or examples were
presented to the committee demonstrating a problem in New Hampshire warranting a statutory change. The
committee therefore was compelled to unanimously recommend the bill Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 17-0.

HB 458-FN, limiting local assistance to U.S. citizens or permanent legal residents. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. John MacDonald for Municipal and County Government. This bill would allow only local assistance to
United States citizens or permanent legal residents. Based on legal research, the committee believes the bill
as written would be unconstitutional and conflict with federal law. The prime sponsor did not appear for the
scheduled bill hearing and made no arrangement for a cosponsor to introduce the bill. The committee was
unable to ask questions concerning the rationale or need for this bill. Vote 17-0.

HB 100-FN, prohibiting the use of state funds for new passenger rail projects. REFER FOR INTERIM
STUDY.

Rep. Martin Jack for Public Works and Highways. The bill seeks to prevent state funds from being used to
design, construct, or operate passenger rail. The committee avoids appropriating transportation funds outside
of the Ten Year Transportation Plan cycle, and it is wrong to pass a bill that would restrict the use of funds
outside of that process. Importantly, the committee learned that both the Mount Washington Cog Railway and
the Conway Scenic Railway have obtained loans from the class III and Cog Railroad Revolving Loan Fund.
The Department of Transportation is concerned that this bill could affect these and other transactions with
the state’s very popular tourist rail services. Amtrak operates the Downeaster from Boston into Maine, and
the Vermonter that crosses into New Hampshire to make a stop in Claremont. These are not using state funds
at this time, but they may wish to in the future. The bill does not achieve its goal. The bill mentions project
40818 which was completed in 2023 and cannot be the subject of further expenditures. If a future legislature
decided to advance a new passenger rail project after a full and vigorous debate on the financial plan, that
legislature could also easily repeal the prohibition enacted by this bill. Vote 16-0.

HB 561, relative to the transfer of state-owned real property to municipalities. REFER FOR INTERIM
STUDY.

Rep. Bill Boyd for Public Works and Highways. This bill requires the State of New Hampshire to seek approval
from municipalities prior to transferring state owned class I or II highways to them. The committee feels
this bill should be Referred for Interim Study to facilitate a larger conversation regarding the Department
of Transportation’s process of selection, management, and ownership of class I and II roadways. Accordingly,
the committee unanimously voted to support Interim Study. Vote 16-0.

HB 595-FN, relative to coastal resilience zones. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Allison Knab for Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill would have added flood resiliency
improvements to the definition of qualifying improvements for the purposes of C-PACE and R-PACE fund-
ing; enabled municipalities to offer property owners who engage in flood resilience projects a property tax
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abatement or tax assessment freeze for a specified period of time; and enabled municipalities to assess a fee
on properties in a flood resilience zone to be deposited into a non-lapsing flood resilience investment fund.
These are important goals to address flooding issues both in coastal regions of the state as well as inland
regions that have had extreme weather and river flooding events in recent years. However, it was decided
by the committee as well as the prime sponsor that the goals would better be reached in separate pieces of
legislation. Vote 15-0.

HB 629-FN, funding the operation maintenance and repair of state dams. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMEND-
MENT.
Rep. Ron Dunn for Resources, Recreation and Development. The bill was amended to add a $5 fee to the
boat sticker fee. This revenue will be used to raise between $500,000 and $600,000 that will be added to the
dam maintenance fund. This money is critical to help repair the state owned dams that are in urgent need of
repairs. Vote 15-0.

Amendment (2953h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT raising the cost of a boat decal fee and allocating the funds collected by such fees to the dam
maintenance fund.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 New Subparagraph; Navigation; Harbors; Coast Survey; Vessel Registration and Numbering; Boat Fee
Decal Required. Amend RSA 270-E:5-a, II by inserting after subparagraph (e) the following new subparagraph:
(f) $5 for each decal specified in paragraph I. The fees collected under this subparagraph shall be paid
into the dam maintenance fund established under RSA 482:55.
2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2027.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill raises the cost of a boat decal fee and allocates the funds collected by such fees to the dam main-
tenance fund.

The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 266, relative to structural changes to the department of energy. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMEND-
MENT.

Rep. Michael Harrington for Science, Technology and Energy. This bill, as amended, makes various admin-
istrative changes to how the Department of Energy and the Public Utilities Commission interact with each
other. Both parties have agreed to these changes. Vote 17-0.

Amendment (2998h)
Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following:
2 Department of Energy; General Provisions. Amend RSA 12-P:3, III to read as follows:

ITI. The department shall have the authority to petition for any proceeding before the public utilities
commission and shall automatically be a party to all proceedings and have full party status and right to
appeal in any adjudicative or non-adjudicative proceeding before the commission. Any person or party
that initiates a proceeding before the public utilities commission by petition or otherwise shall provide a copy
to the department at the time of filing. Any person or party filing confidential information in any proceeding
in which the department may appear, or exchanging confidential information in discovery or otherwise, shall
provide the department with such confidential information. In adjudicative proceedings as defined by RSA
541-A:1, I, the public utilities commission and the department shall be subject to RSA 541-A:36.

SB 112-FN, relative to purchased power agreements for electric distribution utilities. REFER FOR IN-
TERIM STUDY.

Rep. Douglas Thomas for Science, Technology and Energy. This bill allowed existing resources to qualify for
purchase power agreements (PPAs), where existing statute only allows new resources to qualify. Questions
arose about the cost to ratepayers and prompted calls for more study. Vote 16-1.

HB 209-FN, allowing a new vehicle purchased in the model year or before to be inspected in the second year
after purchase. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Ted Gorski for Transportation. The intent of this bill was to start the official car inspection in the second
year of purchase of a new vehicle purchased in a model year. Due to the repeal of the New Hampshire car
inspection program, this bill is no longer relevant. Vote 16-0.

HB 212, allowing a 180-day operation waiver when a motor vehicle fails an emission control test. INEXPE-
DIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Ted Gorski for Transportation. The intent of this bill was to provide a 180-day operation waiver when a
motor vehicle fails an emission control test. Due to the recent repeal of the car inspection program, this bill
is no longer relevant. Vote 16-0.
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HB 298-FN, creating an exception to the prohibition on removing VIN tags from vehicles manufactured prior
to 1981 where removal is reasonably necessary for repair or restoration. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Thomas Walsh for Transportation. On the surface removing VIN tags for repairs or restorations seemed
reasonable on older vehicles. However the prohibition of tampering with VIN tags is just as important on older,
particularly collectible vehicles as it is for newer vehicles. The untampered with vehicle identification number
tag is the only way to prove the authenticity and originality of the vehicle. If the tag had to be removed for
repair the vehicle is no longer authentic and original. Vote 16-0.

HB 439-FN, relative to non-driving related violations and driver’s license suspension. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Daniel Veilleux for Transportation. The motivation behind this bill is to reduce situations where the
state can suspend a driver’s license for issues unrelated to motor vehicle safety, particularly debt-based
suspensions. While the concept has bipartisan support, the mechanics are complex and interact with multiple
sections of statute. Our committee felt it was important to take a little more time to ensure the language
is clear, consistent, and avoids unintended consequences. Vote 16-0.

HB 533, relative to the use of civilian employees in commercial truck inspections. INEXPEDIENT TO
LEGISLATE.

Rep. Charles Foote for Transportation. This bill sought to utilize civilian employees for commercial truck
inspections, a responsibility currently tasked to the New Hampshire State Police. The committee feels that
the privatization of state functions without proper guardrails in the place is unappealing and worrisome.
Vote 16-0.

HB 224-FN, relative to rebates to ratepayers from the renewable energy fund. REFER FOR INTERIM
STUDY.

Rep. Mary Murphy for Ways and Means. This bill needs further study. Given that electricity bills for residential
customers would be reduced by only a minimal amount, and given that the impact to the state is minimal,
further study to avoid unintended consequences makes sense. Vote 20-0.

HB 417-FN, relative to repealing the communications services tax. REFER FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Scott Bryer for Ways and Means. This bill would decrease the Communication Services Tax (CST) rate
from 7% to 4% effective July 1, 2025, and repeal the CST effective July 1, 2026. The decrease and the even-
tual repeal of the CST will decrease general fund revenue by an indeterminable amount. The Department of
Revenue Administration (DRA) could not estimate the amount of revenue from the CST in future years. The
Department notes that the CST cash basis collected in FY 2024 was $30.6 million. Assuming these amounts
remain consistent, general fund revenue would decrease by $7.7 million in FY 2026 and by $30.6 million in
FY 2027 and each year thereafter. Given that current year revenue collections are below estimates as well
as other issues and concerns brought up during the public hearing and committee discussions, the committee
voted to study this issue further. Vote 19-0.

HB 524-FN, repealing the New Hampshire vaccine association. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Jordan Ulery for Ways and Means. After receiving several technical corrections, the committee re-
examined and held a public hearing on amendment 2025-3021h which replaced all the language of this bill
as introduced. The committee changed a previous replace-all amendment by adding up to a 90-day extension
period to the end of the fiscal year to assure adequate time to complete the obligations of the law. In addition
to the 90-day grace period, the bill as amended requires annual deposits into the vaccine purchase fund and
additionally establishes a new committee to investigate the efficacy of the New Hampshire vaccine associa-
tion. Under current law, the new committee would expire by November 1, 2026 or when a report is filed by
the committee, whichever occurs first. Vote 17-0.

Amendment (3021h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to disbursement of funds by the New Hampshire vaccine association and establishing a
committee to study the efficacy of the New Hampshire vaccine association.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 New Paragraph; New Hampshire Vaccine Association; Powers and Duties. Amend RSA 126-Q:5 by inserting
after paragraph II the following new paragraph:

ITI. Assessments collected by the association, including funds deposited in the state vaccine purchase
fund under RSA 141-C:17-a, shall be disbursed by the end of each fiscal year to the extent practicable and
not to exceed 90 days thereafter.

2 Vaccine Association; Collection of Assessments. Amend RSA 126-Q:3, V(m) to read as follows:
(m) Collect assessments from assessable entities as calculated under RSA 126-Q:4 and annually
deposit said assessments, less the association’s administrative costs [annwally] and reserves, with the state
treasurer [to-the-eredit-of] for deposit in the vaccine purchase fund established pursuant to RSA 141-C:17-a.
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At the written request of the association following a majority vote of the board of directors, any funds for-
warded to the state treasurer for the vaccine purchase fund remaining unexpended for childhood vaccines,
shall promptly be returned to the association.

3 Committee Established.

I. There is established a committee to study the efficacy of the New Hampshire vaccine association.

IT. The members of the committee shall be as follows:

(a) Three members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives.
(b) Two members of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.

ITI. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to the duties
of the committee.

IV. The committee shall study the efficacy of the New Hampshire vaccine association. The committee
may solicit information and testimony from any individual, agency, or entity with experience or expertise
relevant to the study.

V. The members of the study committee shall elect a chairperson from among the members. The first
meeting of the committee shall be called by the first-named house member. The first meeting of the committee
shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section. Four members of the committee shall constitute
a quorum.

VI. The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the
speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the
governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2026.

4 Effective Date.
I. Sections 1 and 2 of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
I1. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill directs the New Hampshire vaccine association to disburse funds collected through assessments
by the end of each fiscal year to the extent practicable. The bill also establishes a committee to study the
efficacy of the New Hampshire vaccine association.

HB 585, relative to the property tax exemption for religious organizations. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Cyril Aures for Ways and Means. This bill granted a real estate property exemption on rental of a
church building and parsonage. SB 291 as amended in committee passed the legislature and has been
signed by the governor. It allows a rented or vacant church parsonage to be real estate tax exempt. This
was a good compromise between all three bills that were focused on this topic this year. As a result, the
language proposed in this bill is no longer necessary. Vote 20-0.

HB 635-FN, relative to taxing non-profit entities who settle illegal immigrants as for-profit entities. REFER
FOR INTERIM STUDY.

Rep. Mary Ford for Ways and Means. This bill allows taxing non-profit entities who settle illegal immigrants,
and the Department of Revenue Administration (DRA) to award bounties at their discretion to persons who
report instances of non-profits settling illegal immigrants. The DRA has no information on the estimated
fiscal impact and this bill may also result in impermissible re-classification of taxpayers which only the
federal government has authority to do. More in-depth study is needed, therefore the committee moved
Interim Study on this bill. Vote 19-0.

HB 728-FN, authorizing video lottery terminals at charity gaming facilities and repealing historic horse
racing licensing. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Julius Soti for Ways and Means. This bill authorizes and regulates video lottery terminals at charitable
gaming facilities and repeals the authorization of historic horse racing. Given that much of this bill was
implemented in HB 2, before making any further changes, it is best to let the current law changes in HB 2
get implemented and evaluate the results. Vote 20-0.

SB 83-FN, establishing an elderly, disabled, blind, and deaf property tax exemption reimbursement fund,
authorizing video lottery terminals, renaming the lottery commission, and creating a voluntary statewide
self-exclusion database. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Bill Ohm for Ways and Means. The passage of video lottery terminals (VLTs) in HB 2 has raised some
loose ends that the Lottery Commission would like to resolve. This bill has been amended by a replace-all
amendment to remedy those concerns. The amended bill: removes the maximum amount of free play that
may be deducted from gross video lottery revenue; directs breakage (fractional payouts) to the Governor’s
Commission on Addiction, Treatment and Prevention; and clarifies the definitions of primary and secondary
game operators, allowing the FBI to work with the State Police on background checks. Vote 17-0.
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Amendment (3010h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to licenses for primary and secondary game operators.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Gross Video Lottery Revenue; Deﬁnition. Amend RSA 287-J:1, III to read as follows:
ITI. “Gross video lottery revenue” means the total of all sums actually received by a VLT licensee from
operation of video lottery terminals, mlnus the total of all sums actually pa1d out as w1nn1ngs to patrons

2 Par1 Mutuel Pools on Hlstorlc Horse Races Amend RSA 287 22 b V to read as follows:
V. The licensee commission on all historic horse race pari-mutuel pools shall be at a rate of not greater than
12 percent. In addition to the above commission, 100 percent of the odd cents of all redistribution based on each
dollar wagered exceedmg a sum equal to the next lowest mult1ple of 10, known as breakage shall be paid to [the

g ] the governor’s commission on addiction,
treatment and prevent1on Any funds accrued by the lottery commission under this section as payment for problem
gaming services shall also be directed to the governor’s commission on addiction, treatment, and prevention.
3 Game Operator Employer; Definition. Amend RSA 287 D:1, VIII XI to read as follows

VIII “Game operator employer means [ab ; d ; ervises

be-tisted-as-apart-o cense-applieation] a person or
bus1ness entlty holdmg a l1cense to operate games of chance act1v1t1es and, if ehg1ble may obtain a license to also
offer video lottery terminals pursuant to RSA 287-J and historic horse racing pursuant to RSA 284:22.
IX. “Gaming equipment” means a collect1ve reference to table game dev1ces and the1r assoc1ated equ1pment
X. “Pr1mary game operator means [any 4

by the comm1ss1on and el1g1ble for employment by a game operator employer to act in a supervisory capacity,
access restricted areas, or make discretionary decisions relative to the operation of games of chance, video
lotter terminals or historic horse racing devices.

XI “Secondary game operator means [any

l1censed by the commission and el1g1ble for employment by a game operator to part1c1pate in the operations
of game of chance, video lottery terminals or historic racing devices in a non-supervisory capacity.
4 Primary Game Operator License Applications. Amend the introductory paragraph of RSA 287-D:9, I to
read as follows:
I. Other than members of a charitable organization, any person who will act in a supervisory capacity
and be empowered by a game operator employer to make dlscretlonary dec1s1ons on gambling operation [whe

shall be llcensed

S'tl'pei“V“l'SO'l“S] In add1t10n to the general requ1rements under RSA 287 D 5,a pr1mary game operator l1cense
application shall include, at a minimum, the following information prov1ded that the lottery commission may,
by rule, establish additional items to be submitted on the application form or attached to it:
5 Secondary Game Operator License Applications. Amend RSA 287-D:10, I to read as follows:
I. Other than members of a charitable organization, any person who is employed by a game operator
employer to operate games in a non-supervisory capacity shall be licensed under this section.
6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill:
I. Removes the maximum amount of free play that may be deduced from gross video lottery revenue.
I1. Directs certain funds to the governor’s commission on addiction, treatment, and prevention.
ITI. Clarifies the definitions of primary and secondary game operators.
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REGULAR CALENDAR

HB 518-FN, requiring the commissioner of the department of health and human services to provide a
detailed annual report of all costs incurred by the division for children, youth and families. INEXPEDI-
ENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Sheila Seidel for Children and Family Law. The majority of the committee does not believe there to be a
need to place an additional burden upon the division for children, youth and families, as they already provide
this information, through their budget and finance office to the New Hampshire Department of Health &
Human Services. These reports are posted annually or biennially as required by statute or chapter law, and
are submitted to the New Hampshire state legislature for review. Vote 13-1.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Rep. DeSimone moved that HB 518-FN, requiring the commissioner of the department of health and human
services to provide a detailed annual report of all costs incurred by the division for children, youth and families,
be recommitted to the Committee on Children and Family Law.

Motion was adopted.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 652-FN, abolishing the family division, creating the office of family mediation, and reassigning the jurisdiction
of the family division. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: REFER FOR INTERIM
STUDY.

Rep. Mark Pearson for the Majority of Children and Family Law. The New Hampshire Constitution grants the
legislature the authority to establish non-constitutional courts and define their jurisdictions. Thirty years ago,
the legislature exercised this authority to create a specialized family court pilot program — removing family cases
from superior court. Due to its demonstrated ability to address better the needs of litigants, this program was
later expanded statewide. Subsequently, during the 2011 circuit court consolidation, these specialized family
courts were integrated into the current circuit court as the family division. The family division was entrusted
with jurisdiction over a wide range of family-related matters, including marriage dissolution, parenting actions,
child support, domestic violence petitions, guardianship of minors, termination of parental rights, abuse/neglect
cases, juvenile delinquency, and child in need of services cases. Today, the family division operates in 32 locations
across the state and handles over 18,000 cases annually. Nearly 75% of states have implemented some form of
specialized family court, with this trend continuing to grow as more states recognize the benefits of such systems.
The proposed bill, however, seeks to reverse this progress by transferring the family division’s jurisdiction to the
superior court. This shift would undermine the specialized expertise of the family division and fail to address the
concerns raised by this body and the public. In the last legislative term, the Speaker established a special committee
on the Family Division of the Circuit Court to examine common criticisms of the family division. This committee
conducted extensive research and heard 12 hours of public testimony. Although the special committee’s two-year
term has concluded, its work continues through a subcommittee of the Children and Family Law Committee. This
subcommittee remains focused on even further improving the family division and collaborating with the judiciary
to enhance access to its specialized services. Significant progress has already been made through this collabora-
tion. For instance, the family division has committed to developing simplified forms and instructional materials
to assist pro se litigants in navigating their cases more effectively. Additionally, the family division has expanded
access to mediation services, empowering litigants to have greater control over case outcomes. The family divi-
sion continues to refine its practices, rules, and procedures to address the concerns of this body and the public.
Abolishing the family division and reallocating its cases to the superior court would not resolve the issues raised.
On the contrary, such a move would be counterproductive. Concerns stemming from negative case outcomes in
the family division are better addressed through the existing appeals process, which allows for review of family
division determinations. Furthermore, transferring 18,000 cases annually to the superior court would overwhelm
its dockets, which are not equipped to handle such a significant increase. This would result in delays for all cases
before the superior court and force litigants to present family-related matters to judges lacking the specialized
expertise of family division judges. Ultimately, this would lead to poorer outcomes for family cases and slower
proceedings overall. For these reasons, this bill should be deemed inexpedient to legislate. Instead, the subcommit-
tee should continue its efforts to enhance the family division, ensuring it evolves to meet the needs of the public
and the litigants it serves. Vote 12-2.

Rep. David Love for the Minority of Children and Family Law. Having heard testimony and comments during
the executive session, the minority of the committee found this bill necessary to the restoration and repair of
our family courts. The minority of the committee would have preferred a recommendation of Interim Study
in order to do the previously mentioned “restoration and repair.”

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Rep. DeSimone moved that HB 652-FN, abolishing the family division, creating the office of family mediation, and
reassigning the jurisdiction of the family division, be recommitted to the Committee on Children and Family Law.
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Rep. DeSimone spoke in favor.
Motion was adopted.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 186-FN-A, relative to the legalization and regulation of cannabis and making appropriations therefor.
MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Jared Sullivan for the Majority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. It is time to stop arresting people
for simple possession of cannabis and start treating it with the same fairness and regulation we apply to
alcohol. The majority of our constituents already support legal cannabis, and it is time for the law to reflect
the will of the people. This bill creates a framework for responsible regulation, testing, and taxation while
protecting public safety and freeing law enforcement to focus on serious crimes. Legalization will open the
door to new economic opportunities for local businesses and generate revenue for prevention, treatment,
and education. Most importantly, it acknowledges reality — cannabis is already part of our society, and it
is better for everyone when it is safe, legal, and responsibly regulated. Vote 10-7.

Rep. Lilli Walsh for the Minority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. Legalizing marijuana in New
Hampshire would come with significant psychiatric, public safety, and societal costs that far outweigh
any projected state revenue. Numerous studies show that frequent marijuana use — especially among
young men — leads to higher rates of depression, psychosis, and long-term cognitive decline. Daily users
often struggle with motivation, concentration, and productivity, creating barriers to steady employment
and personal stability. We have an obligation to protect our youth from the proven mental health risks
of early cannabis use, not normalize it under the false guise of harmless recreation. Unlike alcohol,
there is currently no reliable roadside test for marijuana impairment, leaving law enforcement without
a practical way to ensure road safety. States that have legalized cannabis have also seen an increase
in impaired driving incidents and related fatalities. While some argue that state-controlled sales could
generate revenue, the long-term costs — additional strain on police, fire, emergency medical, and mental
health services — will far exceed any financial gain. New Hampshire does not need to follow the path of
Vermont, Massachusetts, or Maine; we should instead lead with prudence and prioritize public health
and safety over profit.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass.
On a division vote, with 208 members having voted in the affirmative, and 135 in the negative, the majority
committee report was adopted.

The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 529, relative to the liquor commission. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. John Hunt for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. As introduced, this bill would have extended the hours
of sales of alcoholic beverages and allowed on-premises licensees to sell beer in refillable containers and refill
such containers with beer. Since these issues were already addressed last year they were amended out of the
bill and the only other item in the bill was to allow on-premises licensees to deliver liquor to customers who
order a meal for home delivery. The amendment moves past legislation related to restaurant’s selling alcohol
that was in a bottle to a different section of our liquor laws and now also allows restaurants to have private
parties by saying that they are “generally” held out to the public. Vote 17-0.

Amendment (3070h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Alcoholic Beverages; Definitions and General Provisions. Amend RSA 175:1, LIX to read as follows:

LIX. “Restaurant” means a space, in a suitable or permanent building, kept, used, maintained, advertised
and generally held out to the public to be a place where meals are regularly served. It shall be provided with
an adequate and sanitary kitchen, and seating for 20 patrons.

2 New Section; Restaurant Delivery License. Amend RSA 178 by inserting after section 21 the following
new section:
178:21-a Restaurant Delivery License.

I. Any on-premises licensee may purchase a restaurant delivery license from the commission for $250.
Such license shall expire one year after the date of issuance and may be renewed by an on-premises licensee
for $250 each year.

IT. Notwithstanding the provisions of RSA 175:6 and RSA 179:15, an on-premises licensee in possession
of a restaurant delivery license may transport beverages, wines, and liquor for delivery to consumers subject
to the following requirements:

(a) All deliveries of beverages, wines, and liquor shall be accompanied by food prepared by the
restaurant delivery licensee and ordered by the consumer;

(b) All deliveries of beverages, wines, and liquor conducted pursuant to this section shall be undertaken
during the on-premises licensee’s hours of operation and shall be delivered only to areas where the sale of
alcoholic beverages is permitted;
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(c) All deliveries of beverages, wines, and liquor shall be solely for the personal consumption of the
consumer and not for resale;
(d) All beverages and wines transported pursuant to this section shall be transported in their original,
manufactured, sealed containers;
(e) All alcoholic beverages containing liquor that are transported pursuant to this section shall be
transported in a container:
(1) That shall clearly identify the licensee from which the alcoholic beverage was purchased;
(2) That is sealed, with a tamper proof seal, by the restaurant delivery licensee in a manner that
clearly demonstrates when the container has been opened;
(3) That identifies, on a label, a detailed description of the contents of the liquor in the alcoholic
beverage, including:
(A) The type and brand of the liquor used to make the alcoholic beverage;
(B) The alcohol by volume of the liquor used to make the alcoholic beverage; and
(C) The amount of liquor contained in the alcoholic beverage; and
(4) That contains a warning label that states the following, “GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1)
According to the Surgeon General, women should not drink alcoholic beverages during pregnancy because
of the risk of birth defects. (2) Consumption of alcoholic beverages impairs your ability to drive a car or
operate machinery and may cause health problems.”
(f) Any individual engaged in the delivery of beverages, wines, and liquor pursuant to this section shall
be an employee who regularly receives a W-2 from the on-premises licensee and is at least 21 years of age; and
(g) During deliveries conducted under this section, the person engaged in making the delivery shall
acquire a signed receipt from the consumer. Consumers who appear visibly intoxicated or who a reasonable
and prudent person would know are intoxicated, who do not produce identification verifying the consumer’s
age, or who fail to sign a receipt shall not be entitled to his or her delivery of beverages, wines, or liquor.

ITI. No holder of a restaurant delivery license or on-premises license shall deliver any beverages, wines,
or liquor to any college, university, or school, whether public or private, located within the state. No holder of
a restaurant delivery license or on-premises license shall deliver any beverages, wine, or liquor to any public
library, public playground, or public park.

IV. A person holding an on-premises license engaged in take-out services may include beverages, wines,
and liquor with meals sold to a consumer for consumption by the consumer and not for resale. The requirements
set forth in paragraph II shall apply to any take-out meal sold with beverages, wines, or liquor.

3 Transportation of Beverages and Wine. Amend RSA 179:15, III - V to read as follows:

a CPIOV
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V] Every person operating such a vehicle, when engaged in such transportation or delivery, shall carry
a copy of the license in the vehicle so operated, and shall carry such evidence as the commission by rule may
prescribe showing the origin and destination of the beverages and wines being transported or delivered. Upon
demand of any law enforcement officer, investigator, or employee of the commission, the person operating such
vehicle shall produce for inspection a copy of the license and the evidence required by this section. Failure to
produce such license or evidence shall constitute prima facie evidence of unlawful transportation. Except as
otherwise provided, beverages and wines may be transported within the state only by a railroad or steamboat
corporation or by a person regularly and lawfully conducting a general express or trucking business, and in each
case holding a valid carrier’s license issued by the commission. Nothing in this section shall prohibit individual
retail licensees from arranging for the delivery of wine products to a location central for the parties involved.

4 New Paragraphs; Prohibited Sales. Amend RSA 179:5 by inserting after paragraph I the following new
paragraphs:

I-a. A licensee that violates paragraph I by serving an individual who is visibly intoxicated or who a
reasonable and prudent person would know is intoxicated, and such intoxicated person directly causes the
serious bodily injury or death of a person or persons, shall be subject to the following minimum penalties:

(a) For the first offense, subject to the limitations of RSA 179:57, 1, a suspension of up to 30 days provided
that the suspension cannot exceed 10 days if the person in charge, managers, security staff, servers, and clerks
have completed liquor commission training within 24 months before the date of violation; fine of $7,500;

(b) For the second offense within 7 years of the first offense, a license suspension of a maximum of
30 days; fine of $7,500; and

(c) For the third offense within 7 years of the second offense, the license shall be revoked by the
commission.

I-b. During the period of the license suspension, the licensee shall post a suspension notice distributed and
prepared by the commission, on the exterior doors of the premises facing the public and on the public Internet
website, if applicable. The suspension notice shall include the following language, “Liquor license suspended by
the New Hampshire Liquor Commission for overserving of alcohol in accordance with RSA 179:5”.

5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill allows on-premises licensees to deliver liquor to customers who order a meal for home delivery.
This bill also restores penalties for overserving of liquor by licensees
Committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading.

HB 648-FN, relative to insurance coverage for glucose monitoring. MAJORITY: REFER FOR INTERIM
STUDY. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Carry Spier for the Majority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill requires health carriers to cover
the cost of continuous glucose monitoring (CGM) equipment for anyone with any type of diabetes or hypoglyce-
mia. The bill includes provisions detailing the requirements for qualifications, caps on out of pocket expenses
and coverage under Medicaid. A doctor’s prescription would not be necessary. The Insurance Department was
asked to perform a cost analysis. The results showed that the bill as written would put upward pressure on
premiums at a time when NH families under the Affordable Care Act (ACA) are losing premium assistance
and the cost of health insurance is going up for everyone. As it exists, the bill is too broad in scope with no
way to bound those costs. The committee considered, but did not support, just limiting the bill by eliminat-
ing the caps on out of pocket expenses. Research collected in September of 2025 from DiabetesJournals.org
indicates that “In people with type 2 diabetes not taking insulin, routine glucose monitoring may be of limited
additional clinical benefit. By itself, even when combined with education, this practice has shown limited
improvement in outcomes.” This is not to say that the recommendations will not change as new information
becomes available. The thinking of the committee now is to consider wording changes to limit support for
CGM to those individuals with type 2 diabetes on insulin or oral hypoglycemic agents that can dangerously
lower blood sugar. An amendment that just relies on a doctor’s prescription for those cases of type 2 diabetes
not on those types of regimen for which there are low cost alternatives presents a problem with respect to
medical necessity as well as costs with respect to premium impacts. Vote 11-6.

Rep. Manoj Chourasia for the Minority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. CGM (Constant Glucose Monitor-
ing) devices are a major advancement in the field of diabetes. It consists of a sensor placed just under the skin,
from where the glucose levels can be transmitted real time to a smartphone app or any compatible receiver
and hence can be used to track blood sugar levels throughout the day and night. CGM is a game-changer in
diabetes management because it provides a more complete picture of blood sugar patterns than traditional
finger-prick testing, which only gives a single snapshot in time. It is very easy to use and usually lasts for
14 days, so there is no need to do finger-prick testing multiple times a day to get the blood sugar levels,
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which itself can be a painful chore. Diabetes is considered to be a slow Kkiller, as the high and low blood sugar
levels and the fluctuations (that can happen due to multiple reasons) can affect various parts of the body,
including the heart, brain, kidneys, nerves, blood vessels, eyes, feet, etc. and can cause severe complications,
sometimes life threatening. The alarm system in CGM alerts when the glucose level rises and falls a certain
amount called the red zone. So with this information available in real time, rather than waiting to guess
the red zone based on high/low blood sugar symptoms like headache, dizziness, fatigue, blurred vision, etc.
and then using finger-prick testing to verify it, you may be able to treat or prevent high blood sugar or low
blood sugar episodes immediately before they turn into bigger issues. CGM is an excellent device to manage
your diabetes before it progresses to a level where you would need insulin therapy to manage it, and at that
point, the treatment is much costlier just to keep it under control. Also at that level, diabetes can have far
worse consequences on the body, treatment of which can be again much costlier, sometimes landing in the
emergency room for life threatening situations. That is why medical professionals recommend the usage of
CGM for diabetes management. At present, insurance covers CGM devices only when the diabetes treatment
requires insulin therapy, so basically when the diabetes level has gotten worse and cannot be handled by
conventional medicine and diet. The insurance is ready to pay for CGM and costly treatments when diabetes
has gone to the insulin therapy stage but declines to cover the costs at earlier stages of diabetes. By requiring
a prescription, the amended bill asserts that insurance companies should not be in the business of determin-
ing treatment coverage for diabetes, the medical doctor’s prescription should. If insurance can pay for CGM
based on a doctor’s prescription when diabetes is in earlier stages, then not only can the patient do better
diabetes management thereby preventing the complex issues and suffering caused by advanced stages of dia-
betes, but also the insurance companies can save a considerable amount of money that they end up spending
at advanced levels of diabetes treatment. This small investment by the insurance company in the beginning,
by covering for CGM (which costs an average 100 dollars per month or less) at earlier stages of diabetes, can
save them big time eventually compared to what they end up spending to cover for advance level diabetic
treatment. These savings in medical costs should in fact help reduce the insurance premiums in the long run.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Refer for Interim Study.

Rep. Chourasia spoke against.

Rep. Burroughs spoke in favor.

On a division vote, with 309 members having voted in the affirmative, and 37 in the negative, the majority
committee report was adopted.

HB 194-FN, relative to the crime of interference with custody. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Matt Sabourin dit Choiniere for the Majority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill strengthens
New Hampshire’s law against interference with custody by closing loopholes that allow individuals to evade
or undermine lawful custody orders. The bill clarifies what actions and intentions qualify as interference,
especially when someone acts with the intent to violate a custody order or evade court jurisdiction. This bill
as amended seeks to close perceived legal gaps that allow interference with custody to go unpunished and
contains clearer statutory language, including a “3 strikes” provision so that the children involved in these
interactions between parents do not have to suffer the trauma of seeing a parent get arrested should a dispute
arise. This bill promotes accountability, strengthens child protection, and reinforces respect for court-ordered
custody. Vote 9-7.

Rep. Buzz Scherr for the Minority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill needlessly inserts the
criminal justice system into child custody battles. Mechanisms already exist in the civil system to bring to
account those who are violating child custody orders in some fashion. Inserting the criminal justice system into
the mix will only escalate the frequent emotional battles that come with divorce and child custody matters.

Majority Amendment (3019h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 New Paragraphs; Interference with Custody. Amend RSA 633:4 by inserting after paragraph IV the
following new paragraphs:
V. A person commits an offense under this section if, with the intent to interfere with the lawful custody
of a child under 18 years of age, the person knowingly entices or persuades the child to leave the custody of:
(a) The other parent or guardian; or
(b) A person lawfully acting in the capacity of parent or guardian.
VI. (a) A first or second violation of paragraph V shall be a civil violation punishable by a fine of $500
per offense.
(b) A third or subsequent violation of paragraph V shall be a class B felony.
VII. Any person who violates paragraph V by taking or removing the child from the state of New Hampshire,
without consent or contrary to a valid court order, shall be guilty of a class B felony.
2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2027.
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AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill modifies the crime of interference with custody to add certain actions with an intent to interfere
with lawful custody.

The question being adoption of the majority committee amendment.

Rep. Scherr spoke against.

Rep. Sabourin dit Choiniere spoke in favor.

On a division vote, with 191 members having voted in the affirmative, and 157 in the negative, the majority
committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

Rep. Scherr spoke against.

Rep. Sabourin dit Choiniere spoke in favor.

On a division vote, with 194 members having voted in the affirmative, and 152 in the negative, the majority
committee report was adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading.

HB 609-FN, relative to the general court’s authority over the sale, purchase, ownership, use, possession,
transportation, licensing, permitting, taxation, and other matter pertaining to firearms, stun guns, Tasers,
pepper spray devices, knives and other self-defense tools. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY:
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Terry Roy for the Majority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The majority, after public hearing
and committee debate and discussion, found that this bill ought to pass. The bill clarifies existing state level
primacy on the registration of firearms by changing the word “state” to “General Court.” The original intent
of the bill was that only the state could regulate the 2nd Amendment in New Hampshire and it would do
so through laws. Certain state agencies and subdivisions of the state government have taken “state” in the
law to mean any agency of the state. Agencies cannot make laws, and even their regulations must be vet-
ted by the General Court. This has led to the deprivation of rights, confusion and the loss of liberty. This
bill restricts state-level regulation of firearms and self-defense tools to the general court. It has no effect on
federal jurisdiction. The Air National Guard’s ability to enforce weapons bans at the air show derives from
federal law and DOD directives, not state agency discretion. Passage of this bill would not alter existing
federal prohibitions, screening procedures, or the guard’s authority to remove violators. All three branches of
government are required to make a law in every state in the United States. In New Hampshire, the General
Court writes, debates and takes public input on every bill before passing it The governor, acting as a check
on the legislature, agrees or disagrees. If the governor disagrees and vetoes the bill, the legislature, if it has
a super majority for the bill, can nullify the governor. The courts determine whether the law is constitutional.
All of this is required if the government wishes to infringe on a core constitutional right with a law. When an
agency head decides he or she doesn’t like guns in their building, one unelected person can strip thousands of
citizens of their rights with the stroke of a pen as though they were a king. The majority came to the conclu-
sion that this is unacceptable. We threw off the shackles of rule by monarch 248 years ago. It is not the will
of the people to allow it to return. Vote 9-7.

Rep. David Meuse for the Minority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. In addition to jeopardizing public
safety by expanding the law prohibiting political subdivisions from regulating firearms, ammunition, and
knives to include stun guns, tasers, pepper spray devices, and other weapons, this bill would change New
Hampshire law to specify that only “the General Court” instead of “the state” has the power to regulate these
weapons. As a practical matter, this action would remove the ability of state agencies to regulate the carrying
of weapons during public events. For example, the Thunder Over Pease Air Show, which is conducted on the
airfields at the Pease Tradeport, currently prohibits “weapons of any type” beyond the event entry point. The
prohibition includes any firearm or weapon capable of launching a projectile, including signal guns and sling
shots, all knives with a blade over 3” long, switch and spring bladed, stiletto, trench, machete, straight razors,
throwing stars, nunchucks, sand and blackjack club weapons, batons, and metal knuckles. Should this bill
pass, the New Hampshire Air National Guard, a state agency which is part of the New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Military Affairs and Veterans Services and under the jurisdiction of the Governor of New Hampshire
through the Adjutant General, would no longer have the authority to prohibit people from carrying weapons
into the event, and no authority to remove them after they have entered. With no way to maintain security
and public safety, passage of this bill could jeopardize the future of air shows at Pease as well as other events
held in public places across the state.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass.
Rep. Farrington offered floor amendment (0019h).

Floor Amendment (0019h)
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
1 Preemption and Right of Action. Amend RSA 159:26 to read as follows:
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159:26 Firearms, Ammunition, and Knives; Authority of the State.

I. To the extent consistent with federal law, the [state] general court of New Hampshire shall have
exclusive authority and jurisdiction over the sale, purchase, ownership, use, possession, transportation,
licensing, permitting, taxation, or other matter pertaining to firearms, firearms components, ammunition,
firearms supplies, stun guns, Tasers, pepper spray devices, [or] knives, or other self-defense tools in
the state. Except as otherwise specifically provided by state statute, no ordinance, rule, or regulation of a
political subdivision or agency may regulate the sale, purchase, ownership, use, possession, transportation,
licensing, permitting, taxation, or other matter pertaining to firearms, firearms components, ammunition, or
firearms supplies in the state. Nothing in this section shall be construed as affecting a political subdivision’s
right to adopt zoning ordinances for the purpose of regulating firearms, stun guns, Tasers, pepper spray
devices, [or] knives, or other self-defense tools businesses in the same manner as other businesses or to
take any action allowed under RSA 207:59.

II. Upon the effective date of this section, all [munieipal] ordinances, rules, and regulations of
a political subdivision or agency not authorized under paragraph I relative to the sale, purchase,
ownership, use, possession, transportation, licensing, permitting, taxation, or other matter pertaining to
firearms, firearm components, ammunition, firearms supplies, stun guns, Tasers, pepper spray devices,
[er] knives, or other self-defense tools shall be null and void.

III. Any person aggrieved by a violation of this chapter may petition the superior court under
RSA 91-A:7 and seek remedies under RSA 91-A:8.

The question being adoption of floor amendment (0019h).
Rep. Comtois requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
Terry, Paul

Avellani, Lino
MacDonald, John
Taylor, Brian

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dumont, Dillon
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bogert, Steven
Freeman, Lisa
Varney, Peter

Belcher, Mike
Smith, Jonathan

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane
Dupont, Pierre
Griffin, Gerald
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

YEAS 193 - NAYS 152

YEAS - 193

BELKNAP

Coker, Matthew
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet

CARROLL

Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE
Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer

COO0OSs

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH

Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Daniels, Gary
Erf, Keith
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Panek, Sandra
Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Emesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Comtois, Barbara
Ploszaj, Tom

Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Ouellet, Mike

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Barbour, Liz
Cole, Brian
Drew, Matt
Fedolfi, Jim
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James



Ball, Lorie

Bryer, Scott

DeVito, Sayra
Edwards, Jess

Harb, Robert

Walsh, Lilli

Lundgren, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David

Perez, Kristine
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Selby, Donald
Sweeney, Joe
Vandecasteele, Susan
Weyler, Kenneth

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Turcotte, Len

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Spahr, Terry

Murray, Alissandra
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Jeudy, Jean

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Salvi, Santosh
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen
Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

Balboni, Peggy
Grote, Jaci
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Turer, Eric
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Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya
Ford, Mary
Janigian, John
Layon, Erica
Lynn, Bob
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Roy, Terry

Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Walker, David

Girard, Dale
Aron, Michael

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Newell, Jodi

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Lucas, Janet
Stavis, Laurel

Beauchemin, Paige
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric
Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Snodgrass, Jim

de Vries, Erica
Murray, Kate
Mandelbaum, Jennifer
Scherr, Buzz

Ward, Gerald

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guthrie, Joseph
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Dolan, Tom

Vose, Michael

STRAFFORD

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

NAYS - 152

CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
O'Rorke, Terri

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stringham, Jerry

HILLSBOROUGH

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

MERRIMACK
Colby, Eleana
Hicks, Matthew
Newsom, James
Sargent, Gregory
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Paige, Mark
Manos, Zoe
Simpson, Alexis
Weinstein, Toni

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guzofski, James
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt
Summers, James
Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

DeRoy, Susan
Hall, Robley

Hemingway, Wayne
Smith, Steven

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Sykes, George

Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jack, Martin
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Kelly, Eileen

Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane

Gilman, Julie
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Sorensen, Carrie

89
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STRAFFORD
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Burton, Wayne Butler, Billie
Gilmore, Gary Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Johnson, Erik
LaMontagne, Jessica Larochelle, John Smith, Marjorie Miller, Seth
Schmidt, Peter Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Stone, John
Pearson, Wayne Wade, Alice Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Palmer, William

and floor amendment (0019h) was adopted.
Rep. Potenza did not vote and wished to be recorded in favor.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Meuse spoke against.
Rep. Roy spoke in favor and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 193 - NAYS 151

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
Terry, Paul

Avellani, Lino
MacDonald, John

Fox, Dru
Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dumont, Dillon
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie
Bryer, Scott
DeVito, Sayra
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Walsh, Lilli

Bogert, Steven
Freeman, Lisa
Varney, Peter

Belcher, Mike
Smith, Jonathan

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane
Dupont, Pierre
Griffin, Gerald
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya
Ford, Mary
Janigian, John
Layon, Erica

YEAS - 193
BELKNAP

Coker, Matthew
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet

CARROLL

Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

COOSs

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH

Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Daniels, Gary
Erf, Keith
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Panek, Sandra
Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Emesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guthrie, Joseph
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa

Comtois, Barbara
Ploszaj, Tom

Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard

Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer

Ouellet, Mike

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Barbour, Liz
Cole, Brian
Drew, Matt
Fedolfi, Jim
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guzofski, James
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David



Lundgren, David

McDonnell, Valerie

Milz, David

Perez, Kristine
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Selby, Donald

Sweeney, Joe

Verville, Kevin

Wilson, Vicki

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Burroughs, Anita
Woodcock, Stephen

Ames, Dick
Faulkner, Barry
Newell, Jodi

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lucas, Janet
Stavis, Laurel

Murray, Alissandra
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Jeudy, Jean

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Salvi, Santosh
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen
Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

Balboni, Peggy
Grote, Jaci
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Turer, Eric

Bay, Luz

Gilmore, Gary
LaMontagne, Jessica
Schmidt, Peter
Pearson, Wayne
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Lynn, Bob

McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Roy, Terry

Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

Vose, Michael

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Girard, Dale
Aron, Michael

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Gruber, James
O'Rorke, Terri

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Muirhead, Russell
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric
Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Snodgrass, Jim

de Vries, Erica
Murray, Kate
Mandelbaum, Jennifer
Scherr, Buzz

Ward, Gerald

Bixby, Peter
Horrigan, Timothy
Larochelle, John
Selig, Loren
Wade, Alice

Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Dolan, Tom
MacDonald, Wayne

STRAFFORD

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

NAYS - 151
CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Oppel, Thomas
Sykes, George

HILLSBOROUGH

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana
Hicks, Matthew
Newsom, James
Sargent, Gregory
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM
Edgar, Michael
Paige, Mark
Manos, Zoe
Simpson, Alexis
Weinstein, Toni

STRAFFORD

Burton, Wayne
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas
Wall, Janet

Markell, Jay

Melvin, Charles

Brown, Pam

Potucek, John

Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt
Summers, James

Tudor, Paul

Weyler, Kenneth

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Hemingway, Wayne
Smith, Steven

Taylor, Brian

Germana, Dylan
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Cormen, Thomas
Lovett, Peter
Spahr, Terry

Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jack, Martin
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Valil, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Kelly, Eileen

Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane

Gilman, Julie
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Sorensen, Carrie

Butler, Billie
Johnson, Erik
Miller, Seth
Stone, John
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SULLIVAN

Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Palmer, William
and the majority committee report was adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading.

SB 15-FN, relative to establishing a mandatory minimum sentence for the crime of distribution of a con-
trolled drug with death resulting. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY:
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Terry Roy for the Majority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill, as amended, restores account-
ability and retribution to New Hampshire’s sentencing framework for the most egregious offenses, capital
murder under RSA 630:1 and aggravated felonious sexual assault on a child under 13 under RSA 632-A:2,
by authorizing juries to impose life imprisonment at hard labor when aggravating factors such as deliber-
ate cruelty or severe victim injury substantially outweigh any mitigating circumstances. Requiring a super
majority of at least nine jurors to impose hard labor, with life without parole as the default if fewer than
nine agree, guarantees rigorous due process while giving victims and communities a voice in ensuring justice
reflects the gravity of these monstrous crimes. The amended bill carefully defines hard labor as supervised,
physically intensive tasks, agricultural fieldwork, infrastructure maintenance, sanitation, or similar work,
performed exclusively inside secure prison facilities, eliminating any public safety concern about outside work
details. The commissioner of corrections retains full authority to assign, modify, or suspend hard labor based
on staffing, weather, or safety, automatically triggering alternative punitive measures (restrictive housing,
loss of privileges, or forfeiture of good-time credits) to preserve the sentence’s retributive purpose. Rigorous
medical exemption protocols, including mandatory malingering assessments and semiannual reviews, pro-
tect legitimate health needs while deterring fraud. Far from creating risk or draining resources, this bill as
amended delivers certainty of punishment, strengthens deterrence against New Hampshire’s most heinous
crimes, and reaffirms that those who commit them will spend every remaining day in meaningful, productive
retribution. Vote 9-7.

Rep. Buzz Scherr for the Minority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill, as amended, opens the door
to letting people convicted of capital murder or of sexual assault of a child under the age of 13 work outside
the walls of the prison. Currently, every inmate in the state prison works at some job or another within the
walls of the prison. Only those on the verge of release are allowed to work outside the walls. Passing this
bill as amended would needlessly create public safety risks and deplete staffing resources that are already
troublingly low.

Majority Amendment (3096h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to incorporating hard labor as a sentencing option for capital murder and serious sexual
assaults on children, defining hard labor, establishing medical exemptions and penalties for
abuse thereof, providing alternative punitive measures for legitimate medical exemptions, and
authorizing jury determination of hard labor in qualifying cases.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 New Paragraph; Hard Labor for Certain Offenses. Amend RSA 651:2 by inserting after paragraph II-h
the following new paragraph:

II-i.(a) In any case in which the defendant is convicted of capital murder under RSA 630:1 or aggravated
felonious sexual assault on a child under the age of 13 under RSA 632-A:2, I(a), I(b), or I(c), the court shall
conduct a separate sentencing hearing before the same jury that determined guilt, unless the defendant waives
a jury and elects sentencing by the court.

(b) At the sentencing hearing, the state and the defendant may present evidence and argument rel-
evant to the imposition of hard labor. The jury shall be instructed that hard labor may be imposed only if it
finds beyond a reasonable doubt that:

(1) The defendant’s conduct was especially heinous, atrocious, or cruel; or

(2) The defendant acted with deliberate cruelty; or

(3) The offense involved the infliction of serious physical, emotional, or psychological injury on the
victim; and

(4) The aggravating factors substantially outweigh any mitigating factors presented.

(c) A verdict to impose hard labor requires the affirmative vote of at least 9 jurors in a 12-person jury.
If fewer than 9 jurors vote to impose hard labor, the sentence shall be life imprisonment without parole.

(d) If hard labor is imposed, the sentence shall be life imprisonment at hard labor without parole, to
be served as defined in RSA 622:7. The defendant shall perform hard labor for the duration of their natural
life, subject only to medical exemptions under RSA 622:7-a or suspension under RSA 622:7, III.

(e) The court shall enter the sentence in accordance with the jury’s verdict. There shall be no judicial
departure from a jury verdict imposing or rejecting hard labor.

2 Duties of the Commissioner. Amend RSA 622:7, IX to read as follows:
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conduet-and-manage-the-industries—at-theprisons:] establish and operate an industries
program to ald in the rehabllltatwn of lnmates of the state prisons, which shall include a hard
labor component for sentences designated under RSA 651:2, II-i.

(a) As used in this paragraph, “hard labor” means the mandatory performance of physically
intensive manual labor tasks assigned by the commissioner of corrections, designed to serve as punish-
ment, deterrence, and, where appropriate, rehabilitation for offenders sentenced under RSA 651:2, I1-i.
Such labor shall include, but not be limited to, activities such as agricultural fieldwork, construction
or infrastructure maintenance, sanitation and waste management, manufacturing or assembly work
requiring significant physical exertion, or other comparable tasks that demand prolonged physical
effort under supervised conditions. No hard labor assignment shall pose an unreasonable risk of
serious injury or be conducted without regard to the offender’s health and safety.

(b) Hard labor assignments shall require no less than 8 hours per day, 5 days per week, unless
adjusted for documented medical, age-related, or security reasons, and shall be performed in compli-
ance with basic health and safety standards to prevent injury or undue hardship. The commissioner
shall have the final authority to determine the specific tasks to be accomplished, the conditions un-
der which they will be performed, and whether hard labor will occur on any given day based on the
commissioner’s determination that it is safe for the public, staff, and offenders. This determination
may include considerations such as staffing levels, equipment availability, weather conditions, or
any other factors affecting safety. If the commissioner determines that there is insufficient staffing
to safely supervise inmates in hard labor, the commissioner may suspend hard labor for any or all
affected inmates, and alternative punitive measures shall be implemented in accordance with RSA
622:7-d. Compensation, if any, shall be at the prevailing prison wage rate but shall not exceed rates
for non-hard labor assignments. The commissioner may incorporate rehabilitative components, such
as vocational training, but the primary purpose for designated offenses shall be punitive retribution
and societal deterrence. Refusal to participate without valid exemption may result in disciplinary
measures, including loss of good time credits under RSA 651-A:22 or extended confinement.

(c) The commissioner shall ensure that all staff involved in assigning or supervising hard
labor receive training on compliance with the Eighth Amendment to the United States Constitution
and part I, article 18 of the New Hampshire constitution to prevent cruel and unusual punishment.

3 New Sections; Medical Exemption from Hard Labor and Prevention of Abuse. Amend RSA 622 by insert-
ing after section 7-b the following new sections:
622:7-c Medical Exemptions from Hard Labor; Prevention of Abuse.

I. An offender may be exempted from hard labor only upon a determination of medical inability by a qualified
physician employed by or contracted with the department of corrections. “Medical inability” means a documented
physical or mental condition that substantially impairs the offender’s capacity to perform the essential functions of
assigned hard labor tasks, even with reasonable accommodations, as certified in writing with reference to specific
diagnostic criteria, such as based on standards from the American Medical Association or equivalent.

I1. The determination shall be based on an in-person evaluation, including review of medical records, and
may incorporate standardized assessments for malingering, such as the Structured Inventory of Malingered
Symptomatology (SIMS) or similar validated tools.

II1. If the initial evaluation supports an exemption, a second opinion from an independent physician or
medical review board appointed by the commissioner may be required at the discretion of the department or
upon challenge by correctional staff.

IV. Exemptions shall be reviewed at least every 6 months, or sooner if the offender’s condition improves or
new evidence suggests abuse. Failure to cooperate with evaluations may result in revocation of the exemption
and disciplinary action.

V. An offender who knowingly submits a false or exaggerated claim of medical inability, or who malingers
to avoid hard labor, commits a disciplinary offense punishable by:

(a) Loss of good time credits (up to 90 days per incident) under RSA 651-A:22;

(b) Extension of the minimum sentence by up to 6 months for repeated offenses;

(¢) Confinement in restrictive housing; or

(d) Other sanctions as determined by department policy, consistent with due process.

VI. The department shall maintain records of all exemption requests, determinations, and reviews, and
submit an annual report to the legislature on exemption rates, patterns, and any detected instances of abuse,
including recommendations for improvements.

622:7-d Alternative Punitive Measures for Medical Exemptions.

I. If an offender sentenced to hard labor under RSA 651:2, I1(i) receives a legitimate medical exemption
under RSA 622:7-a or if hard labor is suspended due to insufficient staffing under RSA 622:7, 111, the commis-
sioner shall impose alternative punitive measures to ensure the sentence maintains a retributive component,
including but not limited to:
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(a) Placement in a restrictive housing unit (RHU) or special housing unit (SHU), involving up to 23
hours per day of isolation with minimal privileges, subject to periodic reviews every 6 months;

(b) Suspension or denial of privileges, including but not limited to non-contact visits only, limited
telephone access, no recreation time beyond basic exercise, no canteen purchases except essentials, and no
entertainment electronics;

(c) Automatic loss of good conduct credits under RSA 651-A:22 or earned time credits under RSA
651-A:22-a, up to the maximum allowable, to extend the effective term of confinement;

(d) Higher security classification, such as C-4 or C-5, with enhanced supervision, reduced yard time,
and limited property;

(e) Mandatory participation in non-physical burdensome requirements, such as victim-impact programs,
administrative duties if feasible, or restitution deductions from inmate funds.

I1. These measures shall be tailored to the severity of the offense and the offender’s classification, ensuring
compliance with constitutional standards, and shall prioritize retribution and deterrence in lieu of hard labor.
4 Severability. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the act which can be given
effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this act are declared to
be severable.
5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 6 months after its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill incorporates hard labor as a sentencing option for certain offenses; establishes medical exemptions
and penalties for abuse thereof; provides alternative punitive measures for legitimate medical exemptions;
and establishes a sentencing appeals panel for prosecution appeals related to hard labor sentences.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Harriott-Gathright spoke against.

Rep. Roy spoke in favor.

Rep. Meuse requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 179 - NAYS 159

YEAS - 179

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara
Dumais, Russell Freeman, Lisa Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Ploszaj, Tom
Terry, Paul Varney, Peter

CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Crawford, Karel Hamblen, Joseph MacDonald, John
Smith, Jonathan Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard Taylor, Brian

CHESHIRE
Murphy, Denis Hunt, John Karasinski, Sly Mattson, Rita
Nalevanko, Rich Qualey, James Rhodes, Jennifer Thackston, Dick

COO0S

Davis, Arnold Korzen, Lori Morency, Pete Ouellet, Mike
Tierney, James Tremblay, Marc

GRAFTON
Barton, Joseph Beaulier, Calvin Berezhny, Lex Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
Franz, Linda Ladd, Rick Louis, Darrell Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Boyd, Bill Barbour, Liz Berry, Ross Boehm, Ralph
Colcombe, Riché Cole, Brian Corcoran, Travis Kelley, Diane
Daniels, Gary Drew, Matt Dumont, Dillon Dupont, Pierre
Erf, Keith Fedolfi, Jim Griffin, Gerald Giasson, Henry
Gorski, Ted Gould, Linda Kenny, Catherine Kesselring, Steven
Kofalt, Jim Labrie, Brian Lascelles, Richard Mazur, Lisa
McLean, Mark Mooney, Maureen Morton, Jonathan Notter, Jeanine
Ohm, Bill Paquette, Kathleen Pauer, Diane Peeples, Raymond
Post, Lisa Proulx, Mark Reinfurt, Sherri Rice, Kimberly
Schneller, John Scully, Kevin Sheehan, Vanessa Slottje, Jeremy
Suiter, John Ulery, Jordan Wherry, Robert



Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya
Ford, Mary
Janigian, John
Layon, Erica

Lynn, Bob
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David

Perez, Kristine
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Selby, Donald
Sweeney, Joe
Vallone, Mark
Weyler, Kenneth

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Judy

Belcher, Mike
Woodcock, Stephen

Ames, Dick
Faulkner, Barry
Newell, Jodi

King, Seth

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Spahr, Terry

Murray, Alissandra
Budathoki, Suraj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jack, Martin
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Miles, Julie
Plamondon, Marc
Raymond, Heather
Salvi, Santosh
Swanson, Dale
Vail, Suzanne
Wheeler, Jonah
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Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bennett, Cindy
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guthrie, Joseph
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Pearson, Mark
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Roy, Terry

Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

Girard, Dale
Aron, Michael

Burroughs, Anita

Berch, Paul
Gruber, James
O'Rorke, Terri

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Lucas, Janet
Stavis, Laurel

Alexander, Joe
Chourasia, Manoj
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Jeudy, Jean

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Murphy, Nancy
Preece, David
Rombeau, Catherine
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Veilleux, Daniel
Wilhelm, Matthew

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Emesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guzofski, James
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
Maggiore, Jim
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Dolan, Tom

Vose, Michael

STRAFFORD

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

SULLIVAN

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

NAYS - 159
CARROLL
Paige, David

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

COOSs

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stringham, Jerry

HILLSBOROUGH

Ammon, Keith
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Noble, Kristin
Prout, Andrew
Rung, Rosemarie
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Thomas, Wendy

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

Bryer, Scott
DeVito, Sayra
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Walsh, Lilli
Lundgren, David
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt
Summers, James
Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Hemingway, Wayne

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Sykes, George

Beauchemin, Paige
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Petrigno, Peter
Newman, Ray
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Mannion, Tom
Warden, Mark

95



96

Bricchi, Tracy
Gallager, Eric
Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Soucy, Timothy

Balboni, Peggy
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Caplan, Tony
Hicks, Matthew
Newsom, James
Sargent, Gregory
Wallner, Mary Jane

Bridle, Nicholas

MERRIMACK

Kelly, Eileen
Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

ROCKINGHAM

de Vries, Erica

Ebel, Karen

Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Snodgrass, Jim

Edgar, Michael

Gilman, Julie Grote, Jaci Murray, Kate Paige, Mark
Malloy, Dennis Mandelbaum, Jennifer Manos, Zoe Meuse, David
Muns, Chris Scherr, Buzz Simpson, Alexis Sorensen, Carrie
Turer, Eric Ward, Gerald Weinstein, Toni

STRAFFORD
Bailey, Glenn Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Burton, Wayne
Butler, Billie Gilmore, Gary Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan
Johnson, Erik LaMontagne, Jessica Larochelle, John Smith, Marjorie
Miller, Seth Schmidt, Peter Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas
Stone, John Pearson, Wayne Wade, Alice Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Palmer, William

Spilsbury, Walter
and the majority committee report was adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading.

MOTION TO PRINT DEBATE

Rep. Weber moved that the debate on SB 15-FN, relative to incorporating hard labor as a sentencing option for
capital murder and serious sexual assaults on children, defining hard labor, establishing medical exemptions
and penalties for abuse thereof, providing alternative punitive measures for legitimate medical exemptions,
and authorizing jury determination of hard labor in qualifying cases, be printed in the Permanent Journal.

Without objection, the Speaker ordered.

DEBATE ON SB 15-FN

Representative Harriott-Garthright: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to this bill as amended,
not because the crimes it targets are anything short of horrific; they are, but because this proposal creates
labor camps that are expensive and dangerous, they raise serious public safety risks, constitutional concerns
and major fiscal consequences that this body should not ignore. The amendment would require life long, hard
labor for people convicted of capital murder or the sexual assault of a child. When you read the language
closely, what it really does is authorize the Department of Corrections to put the most dangerous people in our
prison system into physically demanding labor, potentially outside secure facilities for the rest of their lives.
That should give all of us pause. We’re talking about people who will never be released, people who by defini-
tion pose a high risk, people who prior to this bill, were not eligible to work outside the walls of the prison,
sending them into work details involving construction, sanitation or infrastructure isn’t tough on crime; it’s
risky. It puts corrections officers, civilian workers and the public in harm’s way if something goes wrong. But
it is also expensive. Hard labor is not free. It requires increased staffing, overtime, transportation, security
equipment, medical monitoring, training and insurance. Every injury, every lawsuit, every staffing shortage,
costs the state real money. When something goes wrong, and national research shows that it often does, the
bill doesn’t go to a private contractor. It comes back to New Hampshire taxpayers. Creating labor camps like
those in North Korea, China, and Russia also creates serious constitutional concerns. It mandates labor camps
for life. It punishes people who are medically unable to perform, and it authorizes long term isolation as an
alternative punishment. That is a recipe for lawsuits, court challenges, and years of uncertainty, not justice
or closure. Litigation is not hypothetically here. It is inevitable and it is costly, and I want to zoom out for a
moment and talk about priorities. We can’t keep cutting taxes for out-of-state corporations and billionaires
and at the same time vote to increase long-term correctional costs that local property taxpayers will be pay-
ing for decades to come. This amendment does exactly that. And finally, a word about deterrence. There is
no evidence that hard labor deters crime like these. People who commit murder or sexual violence against
children are not weighing sentence enhancements. They are acting out of violence, compulsion or abuse of
power. Adding hard labor may feel satisfying to some, but it does not make our community safer at all, and
it certainly does not make our budgets healthier. We already imposed the harshest sentence possible, life
without parole. That sentence protects the public. This bill as amended does not add safety; it adds labor
camps that are dangerous and costly. We can be tough without being reckless. We can honor victims without
creating new risk, and we can reject the bill that sounds strong but ultimately puts most people and more
taxpayer dollars in harms way for those reasons, I urge you to press the red button. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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Speaker Packard: Chair recognizes representative Roy.

Representative Roy: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, if anyone can find the words labor camp any-
where in that bill, I will give you my entire salary. Although, I anticipate I'll get to keep my $100 after taxes,
because it’s not in there. What we need to think about is a couple of things. Right now, if you have a child
under 13 years old who is raped, and that person is sentenced to 20 to 40 years in jail, every single day, you
and your daughter are going to relive that crime for the rest of her life. The person sentenced to jail is going
to work on getting himself a degree on taxpayer dollars. He’s going to use his iPad, he’s going to enjoy his
time, he’s going to work out and use the gym. He is going to forget about your daughter. If one of your loved
ones is murdered and the person is sentenced to the harshest penalty we have, life without parole, you are
going to relive the death of your loved one. The fact that every birthday, you're reminded, every Christmas,
their chair is empty, every day you're going to remember that death. But the person who got life without
parole is still going to do the same things. He’s going to go in there and he’s going to get a degree that he
can never use, but we’re going to pay for it anyway. He’s going to use the iPad, and keep in shape, and get
free health care. Or, we can add the opportunity for a jury to decide that the crime was so heinous, a super
majority of the jury, that that person needs to remember that crime for the rest of their life, or as long as
they’re in there and five days a week, eight hours a day, they will do hard labor. Also, not in that bill was
anything about taking them outside the walls. It is exclusively up to the commissioner whether or not he
does that. If the commissioner decides to have a very inexpensive truckload of sand brought into the yard,
and hands that prisoner a bunch of sandbags, and says, fill those and move them over here, and tomorrow
he says, move them back there and unfill them; that is hard labor, and it’s very cheap, and that person will
think about the rape of that child he did. Vote with us and support punishing people that do the most evil
crimes that I can think of. Thank you very much.

Speaker Packard: Representative Meuse has requested a roll call. Is that sufficiently seconded? It is suf-
ficiently seconded. This will be a roll call vote. Members take your seats. The motion before us is the majority
committee report of Ought to Pass as Amended on Senate Bill 15. This is a roll call vote. The chair recognizes
Representative Harriott-Garthright for a parliamentary inquiry.

Representative Harriott-Garthright: Thank you. Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, if I know this amendment
creates a new permanent correctional mandate with significant staffing, security and litigation costs, and if
I know that no fiscal note, risk assessment, or constitutional review has been presented to this body, and if
I further know that we cannot be consistent with our responsibility to taxpayers and public safety if we sup-
port this legislation, then when I press the red button and vote no on a motion of Ought to Pass as Amended?
Thank you.

Speaker Packard: The chair recognizes Representative Rhodes for parliamentary inquiry.
Representative Rhodes: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, if I know that the labor that is used and
defined in this bill are the same daily tasks that many people call careers right here in New Hampshire to
support their families, and Mr. Speaker, if I know that this bill as amended only is taking into account people
that are convicted of capital murder or pedophiles, and Mr. Speaker, if I know that I can’t think of any greater
example of cruel and unusual punishment than forever damaging a child’s life for your own sexual gratifica-
tion, would I now press green? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker Packard: The motion before us is the majority committee report of Ought to Pass as Amended on
Senate Bill 15. This is a roll call vote. If you’re in favor, you’ll press the green button. If you're opposed, you’ll
press the red button. Voting stations are open for 30 seconds. Have all members present had the opportunity
to vote? The House will attend to the state of the vote; 179 voting Yea, 159 voting Nay, the committee report
is adopted.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 112-FN, requiring students in the university and community college systems of New Hampshire to
pass the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services civics naturalization test. MAJORITY:
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Rick Ladd for the Majority of Education Funding. This bill, as amended, requires University System
and Community College System students, as a requirement for graduation, to either pass the 2020 version
of the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) naturalization test, take a course that
covers fundamental American documents as part of the higher education curriculum, or pass a civics course
competency test. Currently, 30+ states require this requirement for high school graduation. New Hampshire
is one of the 30+ states where passing the USCIS assessment in high school is required. Exchange students,
foreign nationals, military personnel on full-time active duty or part-time service, or a veteran pursuant to
RSA 110-D:3, IT or XX shall be exempt from this proposed legislation. Some states, such as Missouri, require
all undergraduate students at public higher education institutions to pass an exam on American civics and
history; however, that state does not use the USCIS test. This bill, as amended, provides another pathway for
an undergraduate higher education student to further acquire knowledge and skills in civics by successfully
completing a higher education civics course, or by passing the civics course competency test. The following
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states require college students to take at least one civics course while in college: Arizona, Arkansas, Florida,
Georgia, Missouri, Nevada, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, Utah and
Wyoming. A significant first step to meet the intent of this legislation is to require all undergraduate students
to take a civics course that covers the fundamental American documents as part of the general education
curriculum. Courses that provide this subject matter are currently taught by history and political science
higher education departments. The goal of this legislation is to better prepare students for civic engagement
by improving their understanding of government, history, and political science, and importantly, for them to
responsibly participate in society with civic minded discourse. This bill affirms support for the USCIS and
offers alternative options as a measure of civic knowledge, skills, and civic engagement of students. Vote 10-8.
Rep. Wayne Burton for the Minority of Education Funding. While the minority very much supports efforts to
increase civic engagement and being an informed citizen voter, we recommend Inexpedient to Legislate for
this bill as it affronts both the spirit and language of applicable New Hampshire statutes. This bill, if enacted,
would violate and deviate significantly from legislative policy set in 1981 holding that “the general court
has delegated broad authority to the board of trustees who shall be responsible for managing the university
system in a manner which promotes academic excellence and serves the educational needs of the people of
New Hampshire.” Under RSA 187-A:16, “It is the intent of the general court that the [USNH] trustees, when
exercising their responsibilities under this chapter, recognize and foster the unique character and educational
mission of each institution of the system. To this end, the institutions are to be permitted to operate with the
highest measure of autonomy and self-governance, subject to the supervision of the board of trustees.” All
aspects of the University System of New Hampshire (USNH), both academic and non-academic, flow from
the stated outcomes it seeks to produce as reflected in its graduation requirements. Legislative meddling in
a key component of USNH policy violates that dictum setting a dangerous precedence with regard to their
relative but essential autonomy and violates the statute cited above. Moreover, the bill is flawed in that it
fails to identify what constitutes “proof” of test passage, who that proof should be reported to, and what record
keeping is required. As written, instead of passing by answering twelve of twenty questions (60%) correctly
taken from the 128 on the exam as is normal, the bill requires 70% indicating the student must answer the
full 128-question for a test designed to be given orally and with different requirements during the naturaliza-
tion process. At a time when the legislature cut significantly USNH’s appropriation, the additional effort to
support this bill is estimated to cost up to $500,000 annually in administrative support, which will hurt, not
helping, USNH’s efforts to stabilize their financial position in an era of declining enrollment and legislative
attempts to micromanage the University System.

Majority Amendment (3095h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT requiring students in the university and community college systems of New Hampshire to pass
the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services civics naturalization test, take a course
that covers fundamental American documents as part of the general education curriculum, or
pass a civics course competency test.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 New Section; University System of New Hampshire; Civics Graduation Requirement. Amend RSA 187-A
by inserting after section 16-c the following new section:

187-A:16-d Civies Graduation Requirement.

I. Every undergraduate student admitted or transferring to an institution in the university system of
New Hampshire on or after July 1, 2027, shall, as a requirement for graduation, and in addition to any other
baccalaureate degree graduation requirements:

(a) Show proof of having passed the 128-question 2020 version of the United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services naturalization test with a score of 70 or better, or shall be required take and pass such
test with a score of 70 or greater; or

(b) Successfully complete a civics course that covers fundamental American documents as part of the
general education curriculum, or pass said civics course competency test.

II. University system of New Hampshire institutions shall establish procedures to administer, certify,
and record results of this assessment for students needing to satisfy this requirement. Exchange students,
foreign nationals, military personnel on full-time active duty or part-time service, or a veteran pursuant to
RSA 110-D:3, II or XX shall be exempt from this section.

2 New Section; Community College System of New Hampshire; Civics Graduation Requirement. Amend
RSA 188-F by inserting after section 6-a the following new section:
188-F:6-b Civics Graduation Requirement.

I. Every student admitted or transferring to an institution in the community college system of New Hampshire
on or after July 1, 2027, shall, as a requirement for graduation and in addition to any other degree graduation
requirements:
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(a) Show proof of having passed the 128-question 2020 version of the United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services naturalization test with a score of 70 or better, or shall be required take and pass such
test with a score of 70 or greater; or

(b) Successfully complete a civics course that covers fundamental American documents as part of the
general education curriculum, or pass said civics course competency test.

II. Community college system of New Hampshire institutions shall establish procedures to administer,
certify, and record results of this assessment for students needing to satisfy this requirement. Exchange
students, foreign nationals, military personnel on full-time active duty or part-time service, or a veteran
pursuant to RSA 110-D:3, IT or XX shall be exempt from this section.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect on July 1, 2027.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill requires students in the university and community college systems of New Hampshire to pass
the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services civics naturalization test, take a course that
covers fundamental American documents as part of the general education curriculum, or pass a civics
course competency test.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Burton spoke against.
Rep. Peeples requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 192 - NAYS 158

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
Terry, Paul

Avellani, Lino
MacDonald, John

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dumont, Dillon
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bogert, Steven
Freeman, Lisa
Varney, Peter

Belcher, Mike
Smith, Jonathan

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane
Dupont, Pierre
Griffin, Gerald
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

YEAS - 192
BELKNAP

Coker, Matthew
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet

CARROLL

Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer

COO0OSs

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH

Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Daniels, Gary
Erf, Keith
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Panek, Sandra
Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Ernesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Comtois, Barbara
Ploszaj, Tom

Hamblen, Joseph
Taylor, Brian

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Ouellet, Mike

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Barbour, Liz
Cole, Brian
Drew, Matt
Fedolfi, Jim
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James
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Ball, Lorie

Bryer, Scott
DeVito, Sayra
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Walsh, Lilli
Lundgren, David
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt
Summers, James
Vallone, Mark
MacDonald, Wayne

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Turcotte, Len

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Michael

Burroughs, Anita
Woodcock, Stephen

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Spahr, Terry

Murray, Alissandra
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Jeudy, Jean

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Valil, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen
Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

Balboni, Peggy
Grote, Jaci
Malloy, Dennis
Read, Ellen
Sytek, John
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ROCKINGHAM
Bennett, Cindy Bernardy, JD
Mannion, Dennis Thomas, Douglas
Donnelly, Tanya Drago, Mike
Ford, Mary Guthrie, Joseph
Janigian, John Khan, Aboul
Layon, Erica Litchfield, Melissa
Lynn, Bob Pearson, Mark
McDonnell, Valerie McGrath, Linda
Milz, David Nadeau, Brian
Perez, Kristine Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine Roy, Terry
Selby, Donald Soti, Julius
Sweeney, Joe Dolan, Tom
Vandecasteele, Susan Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth Wilson, Vicki
STRAFFORD
Burnham, Claudine DelLemus, Susan
Granger, Michael Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David
SULLIVAN
Grant, George Hemingway, Wayne
Rollins, Skip Smith, Steven
NAYS - 158
CARROLL
Paige, David McAleer, Chris
CHESHIRE
Berch, Paul Harvey, Cathryn
Faulkner, Barry Gruber, James
Germana, Nicholas Newell, Jodi
Weber, Lucy
GRAFTON
Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill
Fracht, David Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Lucas, Janet Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel Stringham, Jerry
HILLSBOROUGH
Beauchemin, Paige Budathoki, Suraj
Cornell, Patricia Darby, Will
Elberger, Susan Foss, Lily
Grill, Jessica Grund, Stephanie
Hegner, Karen Herbert, Christopher
Juris, Louis Kerwin, Erin
Leapley, Nicole LeClerc, Daniel
Long, Patrick Howard, Molly
Manohar, Sanjeev McGhee, Kat
Plamondon, Marc Preece, David
Rombeau, Catherine Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine Sofikitis, Catherine
Swanson, Dale Telerski, Laura
Veilleux, Daniel Thomas, Wendy
MERRIMACK
Caplan, Tony Colby, Eleana
Gallager, Eric Hicks, Matthew
Hall, Muriel Newsom, James
Roesener, James Sargent, Gregory
Snodgrass, Jim Soucy, Timothy
ROCKINGHAM
de Vries, Erica Edgar, Michael
Murray, Kate Paige, Mark
Manos, Zoe Meuse, David
Scherr, Buzz Simpson, Alexis
Turer, Eric Ward, Gerald

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guzofski, James
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
Mandelbaum, Jennifer
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Tudor, Paul

Vose, Michael

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Brown, Richard

Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri

Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Sykes, George

Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jack, Martin
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Kelly, Eileen

Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane

Gilman, Julie
Maggiore, Jim
Muns, Chris
Sorensen, Carrie
Weinstein, Toni
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STRAFFORD

Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Burton, Wayne Butler, Billie
Gilmore, Gary Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Johnson, Erik
LaMontagne, Jessica Larochelle, John Smith, Marjorie Miller, Seth

Hall, Robley Schmidt, Peter Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas
Stone, John Pearson, Wayne Wade, Alice Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN
Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Girard, Dale

Palmer, William
and the majority committee report was adopted.

The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

PERSONAL PRIVILEGE
Rep. Weber requested Personal Privilege and addressed the House.

The House recessed at 12:00

RECESS
The House reconvened at 1:00 p.m.

(Speaker Packard in the Chair)
REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 295, making school building aid program funds nonlapsing. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Dan McGuire for the Majority of Education Funding. This bill makes leftover funds allocated to school
building aid, but unspent at the end of the biennium, non-lapsing. This means they would be available for
building aid in subsequent biennia rather than being reallocated in the next budget. This is a minor issue
because little or no funds have been allocated to new building aid grants recently, but there are two subtle
reasons why this policy change is inappropriate. First, each budget is created based on currently available
funds, including revenue estimates, and on current needs. Building aid is just one possible use of funds, and
it should be allocated in each budget cycle balanced against all other spending priorities. It is impossible
to know today what those future priorities will be, therefore maximum flexibility is best. Second, budgets
are created with estimated lapses, usually around 2.5%. What that means is that if revenue is estimated
at $1 billion, then the budget allocates $1 billion plus $25 million. Unspent money is not really available
for future spending, it is anticipated and spent today. Bills like this one, which purport to allocate unspent
money to the future, would cause those lapse estimates to be reduced, and therefore less would be spent
in the present. Vote 10-8.

Rep. Sallie Fellows for the Minority of Education Funding. The minority supports Ought to Pass because
many school construction and renovation projects have been stuck on the building aid waiting list for years.
A handful of projects were funded in 2024, but for most of the last 15 years there have been no budget ap-
propriations for new projects. School construction projects typically cost millions of dollars, and state building
aid covers 30% to 60% of the essential elements needed to provide an adequate education. While most projects
are new construction or substantial renovations, smaller renovations are also on the list. When money for
new projects is included in future budgets, there may be biennial end balances, sometimes exceeding $1 mil-
lion. This bill, by making the building aid fund non-lapsing, will accumulate those end balances until there
is enough to fund an additional small project.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Rep. Fellows spoke against.

Rep. D. McGuire spoke in favor.

Rep. Luneau requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 191 - NAYS 150

YEAS - 191

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara
Dumais, Russell Freeman, Lisa Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Ploszaj, Tom
Terry, Paul Varney, Peter

CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Crawford, Karel Hamblen, Joseph
MacDonald, John Smith, Jonathan Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard

Taylor, Brian
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Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Louis, Darrell

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Griffin, Gerald
Jack, Martin
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Mehegan, Peter
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Ball, Lorie
Bryer, Scott
DeVito, Sayra
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John

Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt

Summers, James
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Rollins, Skip

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius
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Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Beaulier, Calvin
McFarlane, Donald

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane

Erf, Keith
Giasson, Henry
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Moffett, Michael
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya
Ford, Mary
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli
Lundgren, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David

Perez, Kristine

Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine

Selby, Donald
Sweeney, Joe
Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Grant, George
Smith, Steven

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

CHESHIRE

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

COOSs

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH

Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Drew, Matt
Fedolfi, Jim
Gorski, Ted
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Panek, Sandra
Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica

Lynn, Bob

McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Roy, Terry

Soti, Julius

Sytek, John
Vandecasteele, Susan
Weyler, Kenneth

STRAFFORD

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Pearson, Wayne

SULLIVAN

Hemingway, Wayne
Spilsbury, Walter

NAYS - 150
CARROLL

McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi

Nalevanko, Rich

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Ladd, Rick

Barbour, Liz
Cole, Brian
Dumont, Dillon
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

Cambrils, Jose
Leavitt, John
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Dolan, Tom
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley
Walker, David

Aron, Judy

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri



Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Foxx, Loren
Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Vail, Suzanne

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen
Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

Balboni, Peggy
Grote, Jaci
Malloy, Dennis
Read, Ellen
Turer, Eric

Bay, Luz

Horrigan, Timothy
Larochelle, John
Southworth, Thomas

Sullivan, Brian
Aron, Michael
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Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Jeudy, Jean
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric
Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Snodgrass, Jim

de Vries, Erica
Murray, Kate
Manos, Zoe
Scherr, Buzz
Vallone, Mark

Bixby, Peter
Howland, Allan
Miller, Seth
Stone, John

Cloutier, John
Palmer, William

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Wheeler, Jonah

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana
Hicks, Matthew
Newsom, James
Sargent, Gregory
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Paige, Mark
Meuse, David
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

STRAFFORD

Burton, Wayne
Johnson, Erik
Schmidt, Peter
Wade, Alice

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope
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Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wilhelm, Matthew

Kelly, Eileen

Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane

Gilman, Julie
Maggiore, Jim
Muns, Chris
Sorensen, Carrie
Weinstein, Toni

Butler, Billie
LaMontagne, Jessica
Selig, Loren
Wall, Janet

Girard, Dale

and the majority committee report was adopted.
Rep. Michael Aron voted Nay and intended to vote Yea

HB 366-FN-A, relative to school building aid for eligible projects. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Keith Erf for the Majority of Education Funding. This was a bill to increase school building aid. The
replace-all amendment addresses how school building aid spending is prioritized. The New Hampshire De-
partment of Education and the New Hampshire School Building Authority rank school building aid projects.
Each biennium, a number of applications for building aid are filed by school districts with the New Hamp-
shire Department of Education. The projects are individually ranked for priority using a point system. The
law changed in the last biennium to add a new restriction. The procedure changed such that re-submitted
applications from the prior biennium are placed at the top of the list in the order they held in the prior bien-
nium regardless of their point ranking. New applications are placed beneath them in the ranked order of the
new applications. This amendment returns the procedure to past practice where all applications, regardless
of when an application was originally submitted, are ranked anew each biennium. In essence, the need of the
project being applied for is more important than the age of the application. Vote 10-8.

Rep. Toni Weinstein for the Minority of Education Funding. The minority supported the bill as written and
presented to the committee with its modest increase in building aid funding and some reimbursement for build-
ing projects that occurred during the building aid moratorium. The state has a constitutional responsibility
to provide an adequate education to all New Hampshire students and that includes sufficient and safe school
facilities. The decade-long moratorium on school building aid did not erase the needs of many districts in the
state. Communities faced serious fire and life safety issues resulting in risk of losing accreditation, forcing
them to act even in the absence of aid. The state should have been a reliable partner in providing funding
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for education, but instead communities spent over $537 million dollars during the moratorium, shouldered
entirely by local property taxpayers. This bill would have provided a small amount of relief to communities
across the state. The replace-all amendment proposes a significant revision to the building aid application
process. While the minority does not disagree with the concept of revisiting the building aid request process,
replacing the bill with this amendment without a hearing or input from stake holders is unacceptable.

Majority Amendment (3082h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT modifying the priority of applications for school building aid grants.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 School Building Aid; Priority of Applications. Amend RSA 198:15-c, II to read as follows:

I1.(a) The commissioner shall accept school building aid grant applications based upon completeness
and submit a preliminary school building aid grant list, with applications ranked in accordance with
subparagraph II(b) and rules of the department, to the school building authority established pursuant to
RSA 195-C by August 1 each year. The school building authority shall verify the ranking submitted by
the commissioner and submit a list in descending rank order to the state board of education for approval.
If the ranking submitted to the school building authority differs from the preliminary school building aid
grant list, the school building authority shall justify the new ranking using the same criteria in subpara-
graph II(b) and in rules of the department. The school building authority shall submit the school building
aid rank order listing with written report of findings to the state board no later than October 15, each
year. The state board of education shall verify the ranking submitted by the school building authority.
If the ranking submitted to the state board of education differs from the preliminary school building aid
grant list submitted by the commissioner, the state board of education shall justify the new ranking us-
ing the same criteria in subparagraph II(b) and rules of the department. The state board of education
shall approve and publish the descending rank order list of approved eligible school construction projects
by November 15 each year. School districts and chartered public schools which have projects approved
for funding shall be notified by the department of education of the projected amount to be funded within
10 days of approval. The project rating system and criteria used to rate project applications which shall
include an administrative review process for appeal of a school district’s or chartered public school’s
project point rating, shall be developed by the department of education and approved by the state board
of education.

(b) The commissioner of the department of education shall accept school building construction propos-
als based upon completeness. The department of education shall consider and score each proposal based on
the following criteria:

(1) Unsafe conditions.

(2) Facilities not in compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, or obsolete, inefficient,
or unsuitable facilities or mechanical and building systems.

(3) Overcrowding and associated influences to instructional areas and programming.

(4) Enrollment projections and population shifts.

(5) A school district’s or chartered public school’s fiscal capacity based on measurable criteria such
as the percentage of pupils eligible for free and reduced price meals.

(6) School security design and integration of security systems.

(7) The project contributes to operational cost efficiencies, consolidation, or reduced property taxes.

(8) High performance of design that provides environments that are energy and resource efficient.
Energy and resource efficient designs are those that improve indoor air quality, air temperature, or water
quality; reduce heating costs; provide better lighting; and increase average attendance.

(c) Applications shall be funded to the extent of available appropriations in the fiscal
year. School districts or chartered public schools with projects for which there is insufficient
state grant funding during the biennial budget may resubmit those projects to the department
for future consideration in the next biennial budget cycle.

(d) The' department of education shall make rules in accordance with RSA 541-A to effectuate
the provisions of subparagraph (c).
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(e) Projects that did not receive approval from the school district’s legislative body or chartered public
school board of trustees may resubmit those projects to the department for future consideration.
2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill removes the prioritization of school construction project applications that received insufficient
funds in the previous fiscal year and applications with critical needs over newer applications.

The question being adoption of the majority committee amendment.
Rep. Weinstein spoke against.
Rep. Erf spoke in favor and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 196 - NAYS 151

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
Terry, Paul

Avellani, Lino
MacDonald, John
Taylor, Brian

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
Quellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Griffin, Gerald
Jack, Martin
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie
Bryer, Scott
DeVito, Sayra
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
Markell, Jay

Bogert, Steven
Freeman, Lisa
Varney, Peter

Belcher, Mike
Smith, Jonathan

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane

Erf, Keith
Giasson, Henry
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya
Ford, Mary
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli
Lundgren, David
McDonnell, Valerie

YEAS - 196
BELKNAP

Coker, Matthew
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet

CARROLL

Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer

COO0s

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Drew, Matt
Fedolfi, Jim
Gorski, Ted
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Panek, Sandra
Post, Lisa
Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Ernesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica

Lynn, Bob
McGrath, Linda

Comtois, Barbara
Ploszaj, Tom

Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Barbour, Liz
Cole, Brian
Dumont, Dillon
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles
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Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John

Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt

Summers, James
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Michael

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Wheeler, Jonah

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen
Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

Balboni, Peggy
Grote, Jaci
Malloy, Dennis
Read, Ellen
Vallone, Mark

Bay, Luz

Horrigan, Timothy
Larochelle, John
Southworth, Thomas
Wall, Janet
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Milz, David Nadeau, Brian

Perez, Kristine Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Roy, Terry

Selby, Donald Soti, Julius

Sweeney, Joe Sytek, John

Tudor, Paul Vandecasteele, Susan

MacDonald, Wayne

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wilhelm, Matthew

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric
Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Snodgrass, Jim

de Vries, Erica
Murray, Kate
Manos, Zoe
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

Bixby, Peter
Howland, Allan
Miller, Seth
Stone, John

Weyler, Kenneth
STRAFFORD

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN
Hemingway, Wayne
Smith, Steven

NAYS - 151
CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Valil, Suzanne

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana
Hicks, Matthew
Newsom, James
Sargent, Gregory
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Paige, Mark
Meuse, David
Sorensen, Carrie
Weinstein, Toni

STRAFFORD

Burton, Wayne
Johnson, Erik
Schmidt, Peter
Pearson, Wayne

Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Dolan, Tom
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri

Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

Kelly, Eileen

Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane

Gilman, Julie
Maggiore, Jim
Muns, Chris
Turer, Eric

Butler, Billie
LaMontagne, Jessica
Selig, Loren
Wade, Alice
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Cloutier, John

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

and the majority committee amendment was adopted.

107

Girard, Dale

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Bricchi spoke against.
Rep. Luneau requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
Terry, Paul

Avellani, Lino
MacDonald, John
Taylor, Brian

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Griffin, Gerald
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie

Bryer, Scott
DeVito, Sayra
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt
Summers, James
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael

Bogert, Steven
Freeman, Lisa
Varney, Peter

Belcher, Mike
Smith, Jonathan

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane

Erf, Keith
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Panek, Sandra
Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya
Ford, Mary
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli
Lundgren, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David

Perez, Kristine

YEAS 195 - NAYS 155

YEAS - 195

BELKNAP

Coker, Matthew
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet

CARROLL

Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer

COOSs

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH
Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Drew, Matt
Fedolfi, Jim
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Ernesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD

Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica

Lynn, Bob

McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel

Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Roy, Terry

Selby, Donald Soti, Julius

Sweeney, Joe Sytek, John

Tudor, Paul Vandecasteele, Susan

MacDonald, Wayne

Weyler, Kenneth

Comtois, Barbara
Ploszaj, Tom

Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Barbour, Liz
Cole, Brian
Dumont, Dillon
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Dolan, Tom
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki
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STRAFFORD

Bailey, Glenn Burnham, Claudine DeLemus, Susan DeRoy, Susan
Farrington, Samuel Granger, Michael Kaczynski, Thomas Potenza, Kelley
Hall, Robley Turcotte, Len Walker, David

SULLIVAN
Drye, Margaret Grant, George Hemingway, Wayne Aron, Judy
Aron, Michael Rollins, Skip Smith, Steven Spilsbury, Walter

NAYS - 155

CARROLL
Burroughs, Anita Paige, David McAleer, Chris Woodcock, Stephen

CHESHIRE
Ames, Dick Berch, Paul Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru
Germana, Dylan Faulkner, Barry Gruber, James Jacobs, Samantha
Jones, Philip Germana, Nicholas Newell, Jodi O'Rorke, Terri
Parshall, Lucius Weber, Lucy

GRAFTON
Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill Cormen, Thomas
Fellows, Sallie Fracht, David Hakken-Phillips, Mary Sullivan, Jared
Lovett, Peter Lucas, Janet Muirhead, Russell Oppel, Thomas
Rockmore, Ellen Spahr, Terry Stavis, Laurel Stringham, Jerry
Sykes, George

HILLSBOROUGH

Murray, Alissandra Beauchemin, Paige Budathoki, Suraj Chourasia, Manoj
Chretien, Suzanne Cornell, Patricia Darby, Will Dargie, Paul
DiSilvestro, Linda Elberger, Susan Foss, Lily Georges, Mary

Gregg, Alicia Grill, Jessica Grund, Stephanie Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Hartnett, Tim Hegner, Karen Herbert, Christopher Jack, Martin

Jeudy, Jean Juris, Louis Kerwin, Erin Kluger, Lee Ann

Foxx, Loren Leapley, Nicole LeClerc, Daniel Leishman, Peter

Lloyd, Christal Long, Patrick Howard, Molly Murray, Megan
MacKenzie, Mark Manohar, Sanjeev Murphy, Nancy Petrigno, Peter
Plamondon, Marc Preece, David Newman, Ray Raymond, Heather
Rombeau, Catherine Rung, Rosemarie Ryan, Linda Newman, Sue

Salvi, Santosh Seibert, Christine Sofikitis, Catherine Spier, Carry

Staub, Kathy

Swanson, Dale

Telerski, Laura

Tellez, Trinidad

Vail, Suzanne Veilleux, Daniel Wheeler, Jonah Wilhelm, Matthew
MERRIMACK

Bricchi, Tracy Caplan, Tony Colby, Eleana Kelly, Eileen

Ebel, Karen Gallager, Eric Hicks, Matthew Lane, Connie

Luneau, David Hall, Muriel Newsom, James Payeur, Stephanie

Richards, Beth

Roesener, James

Sargent, Gregory

Schamberg, Thomas

Schultz, Kris Snodgrass, Jim Soucy, Timothy Wallner, Mary Jane
Woods, Gary

ROCKINGHAM
Balboni, Peggy de Vries, Erica Edgar, Michael Gilman, Julie
Grote, Jaci Murray, Kate Paige, Mark Maggiore, Jim
Malloy, Dennis Manos, Zoe Meuse, David Muns, Chris
Read, Ellen Scherr, Buzz Simpson, Alexis Sorensen, Carrie
Turer, Eric Vallone, Mark Ward, Gerald Weinstein, Toni

STRAFFORD

Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Burton, Wayne Butler, Billie
Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Johnson, Erik LaMontagne, Jessica

Larochelle, John Smith, Marjorie Miller, Seth Schmidt, Peter
Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Stone, John Pearson, Wayne
Wade, Alice Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN
Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Girard, Dale
Palmer, William

and the majority committee report was adopted.

The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.
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HB 491, establishing a committee to study alternative funding methods for public education and how to
reduce its reliance on local real estate property taxes. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Walter Spilsbury for the Majority of Education Funding. The purpose of this bill is to bring together
members of House and Senate, cutting across committee jurisdictions relating to Education, Finance, and
Ways and Means, into one concentrated conversation to evaluate options to our current heavy reliance on
real property tax for the funding of public K-12 education. This joint legislative committee would be charged
to “make recommendations for rebalancing and changing available revenue sources” in a manner that would
alleviate the extreme burden of real property taxes. Such a joint committee may well prove necessary, in the
event that the legislature is not able during 2026 to resolve current challenges, including those laid out in
court opinions. But for the current biennium, both the House and the Senate have created new specialized
committees to focus on education finance and funding and it is prudent to allow those two committees to
do their work in cooperation before supplanting them with a study committee that may prove unnecessary.
Therefore, this bill is not timely. Vote 10-8.

Rep. Dick Ames for the Minority of Education Funding. This bill establishes a nine member legislative com-
mittee, five members from the House and four from the Senate, to study New Hampshire’s system for funding
public education and to consider in this study how best to rebalance and change available revenue sources
so as to reduce the public education funding system’s over dependence on local real estate property taxes.
The current funding system is widely recognized as inadequate and constitutionally insufficient. The study
called for by this bill is a necessary and essential step on the way to establishing a constitutionally adequate
public school funding system.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Rep. Ames spoke against.

Rep. Spilsbury spoke in favor.

Rep. Luneau requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 195 - NAYS 157

YEAS - 195

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara
Dumais, Russell Freeman, Lisa Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Ploszaj, Tom
Terry, Paul Varney, Peter

CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Crawford, Karel Hamblen, Joseph
MacDonald, John Smith, Jonathan Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard
Taylor, Brian

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

CHESHIRE

Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

COO0OS
Davis, Arnold Durkin, Sean Korzen, Lori Morency, Pete
Ouellet, Mike King, Seth Tierney, James Tremblay, Marc
GRAFTON
Barton, Joseph Beaulier, Calvin Berezhny, Lex Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
Franz, Linda Ladd, Rick Louis, Darrell McFarlane, Donald
Sellers, John
HILLSBOROUGH
Alexander, Joe Ammon, Keith Boyd, Bill Barbour, Liz
Berry, Ross Boehm, Ralph Colcombe, Riché Cole, Brian
Corcoran, Travis Kelley, Diane Drew, Matt Dumont, Dillon
Dupont, Pierre Erf, Keith Fedolfi, Jim Flanagan, Jack
Griffin, Gerald Giasson, Henry Gorski, Ted Gould, Linda
Kenny, Catherine Kesselring, Steven Kofalt, Jim Labrie, Brian
Lascelles, Richard Mazur, Lisa McLean, Mark Miles, Julie
Mooney, Maureen Morton, Jonathan Noble, Kristin Notter, Jeanine
Ohm, Bill Panek, Sandra Paquette, Kathleen Pauer, Diane
Peeples, Raymond Post, Lisa Proulx, Mark Prout, Andrew
Reinfurt, Sherri Rice, Kimberly Schneller, John Scully, Kevin
Sheehan, Vanessa Slottje, Jeremy Suiter, John Mannion, Tom

Ulery, Jordan

Warden, Mark

Wherry, Robert
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Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie
Bryer, Scott
DeVito, Sayra
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John

Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt

Summers, James
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Michael

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Jeudy, Jean

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen
Luneau, David
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Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya
Ford, Mary
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli
Lundgren, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David

Perez, Kristine

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Emesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD

Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica

Lynn, Bob

McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel

Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Roy, Terry

Selby, Donald Soti, Julius

Sweeney, Joe Sytek, John

Tudor, Paul Vandecasteele, Susan

MacDonald, Wayne

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Beauchemin, Paige
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric
Hall, Muriel

Weyler, Kenneth
STRAFFORD

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN
Hemingway, Wayne
Smith, Steven

NAYS - 157
CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH
Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will
Foss, Lily
Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana
Hicks, Matthew
Newsom, James

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Dolan, Tom
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri

Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jack, Martin
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Kelly, Eileen
Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
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Richards, Beth Roesener, James Sargent, Gregory Schamberg, Thomas
Schultz, Kris Snodgrass, Jim Soucy, Timothy Wallner, Mary Jane
Woods, Gary
ROCKINGHAM
Balboni, Peggy de Vries, Erica Edgar, Michael Gilman, Julie
Grote, Jaci Murray, Kate Paige, Mark Maggiore, Jim
Malloy, Dennis Manos, Zoe Meuse, David Muns, Chris
Read, Ellen Scherr, Buzz Simpson, Alexis Sorensen, Carrie
Turer, Eric Vallone, Mark Ward, Gerald Weinstein, Toni
STRAFFORD
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Burton, Wayne Butler, Billie
Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Johnson, Erik LaMontagne, Jessica
Larochelle, John Smith, Marjorie Miller, Seth Schmidt, Peter
Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Stone, John Pearson, Wayne
Wade, Alice Wall, Janet
SULLIVAN
Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Girard, Dale
Palmer, William

and the majority committee report was adopted.

HB 510-FN, relative to establishing certain due process rights for students, student organizations, and faculty
members facing disciplinary actions by state institutions of higher learning. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for the Majority of Education Funding. This bill, as amended, enshrines into statute
basic due process rights for students, student organizations, and staff at state institutions for higher learning. It is
essential that we protect the following: 1) the right to receive written notice of the specific violations; 2) the right
to have time to review evidence; 3) the right to the presumption that no violation occurred; 4) the right against
self-incrimination; 5) the right to present a defense and to call witnesses in support of the defense; 6) the right to
an impartial hearing officer or panel; 7) the right to have assistance; 8) the right to have a verbatim record of the
hearing made and preserved; 9) the right to appeal an adverse decision, and more. A similar bill (HB 1288) passed
the House in 2024, then was referred for Interim Study by our colleagues across the wall. This bill’s language was
modified to address their concerns, but it was retained in Education Funding to address a few other issues, which
the committee amendment does by changing a few definitions to be consistent with RSA 188-J and by clarifying the
language on self-incrimination. The committee amendment also addresses the one specific concern brought by the
minority by making sure that if they so request, a person claiming to be a victim of the conduct being investigated
shall not be directly cross examined by the person they are accusing. Other than the direct cross examination is-
sue addressed above, the minority did not identify a specific provision they disliked. Instead, they argue that the
bill is not needed because due process is already provided, while at the same time arguing that passing this bill
will require extensive (and expensive) changes to the existing procedures. Instead of dwelling on the mutually
exclusive and logically inconsistent nature of those two arguments, we will address them separately. If the due
process rights are already respected, no changes should be needed, and the cost of implementing this will be zero.
And having the statute in place will protect everyone if a future federal administration decides to allow a return
to past abhorrent, unconstitutional practices such as the single investigator, which made one administrator the
cop, district attorney, judge, jury and executioner. If significant changes are needed (as the college testimony and
the fiscal note suggest), then due process rights are not respected, and the bill is needed to ensure that due process
rights are respected going forward. Lastly, this bill does not affect any union contracts in place - it will just make
sure that no future union contracts have protections that are less than the standard that this bill sets. Vote 10-8.
Rep. Wayne Burton for the Minority of Education Funding. The minority opposes this bill as it is searching for
a problem to solve. The current university and community college systems’ due process policies and procedures
are working effectively. This “one shoe fits all” bill, should be rejected as it is unnecessary, costly to implement,
counters federal law, and confounds collective bargaining. Further, the bill’s sponsor in several meetings could
not identify any pathology in the current due processes available in the University System of New Hampshire
(USNH), nor cite any instance when anyone or organization had been denied same. Rather than needlessly add
costs while reducing resources available to USNH, the minority supports Inexpedient to Legislate.

Majority Amendment (3092h)
Amend RSA 188-K:2 and 188-K:3 as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
188-K:2 Definitions. As used in this chapter:

I. “Disciplinary proceeding” means an action or proceeding instituted against a student, student organiza-
tion, or faculty member of a New Hampshire public institution of higher education that could result in the student
or faculty member being suspended, expelled, or terminated, or result in a student organization being deprived,
either temporarily or permanently, of any of the rights or privileges accorded to other student organizations duly
recognized or approved by the institution.
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I1. “Faculty member” means a full or part-time member of the faculty of a New Hampshire public insti-
tution of higher education, but does not include a faculty member who is in probationary status.

II1. “Public institution of higher education” means “public institution of higher education” as defined by
RSA 188-J:1, V.

IV. “Student” means “student” as defined by RSA 188-J:1, VII.

V. “Student organization” means “student organization” as defined by RSA 188-J:1, VIII.

188-K:3 Due Process Rights Established.

I. In all disciplinary proceedings, as defined by RSA 188-K:2, I, against a student, student organization,
or faculty member, the student, student organization, or faculty member shall be entitled to a hearing under
published procedures that include, at a minimum, all of the following:

(a) The right to receive written notice at least 7 days prior to the hearing of the allegations upon which
the proceeding is based, and the specific provisions of law, rule, regulation, or code of conduct that allegedly
were violated.

(b) The right to receive at least 5 days before the hearing a listing of all known witnesses who have
provided or will provide evidence or information against the student, student organization, or faculty member,
as well as copies of all written documents, statements of witnesses, photographs, electronic data, tangible
evidence, and all other relevant inculpatory or exculpatory information. Recipients shall take reasonable
steps to prevent the parties from disclosing to third parties information and evidence obtained through the
grievance process.

(c) The right to the presumption that no violation occurred. This presumption may be overcome only
if the public institution of higher education establishes by a preponderance of the evidence that the violation
alleged was committed by the student, student organization, or faculty member charged.

(d) The right against self-incrimination.

(e) The right to confront and cross-examine witnesses who provide evidence against the student,
student organization, or faculty member; provided, however, that if a person who claims to be a victim of
the conduct giving rise to the disciplinary action objects to being cross-examined by the person accused of
the violation, the hearing officer or panel shall require that the cross-examination be conducted by another
person selected by the accused and approved by the hearing officer or panel. The person accused shall have
the right to be present when his or her accuser is cross-examined.

(f) The right to present a defense and call witnesses in support of the defense.

(g) The right to an impartial hearing officer or panel.

(h) The right to have the assistance of an advisor, advocate, or legal representative, at the student’s,
student organization’s, or faculty member’s own expense, who shall be allowed to be present at and directly
participate in all aspects of the proceeding. Such advisor, advocate, or legal representative shall not serve in
any other role in connection with the proceeding, including as investigator, witness, decider of fact, hearings
officer, panel member, decider of an appeal, or advisor to any of the foregoing.

(i) The right to have a verbatim record of the hearing made and preserved for use in the event there
is an appeal.

() The right to appeal a final adverse decision to the vice president of student affairs or equivalent
official or body specifically designated by the institution to hear such appeals. The person or persons compris-
ing the appeal tribunal shall not have directly participated in any other aspect of the proceeding in question.

I1. The procedural rights, including the hearing, specified in paragraph I shall be afforded to a student,
student organization, or faculty member prior to the imposition of any discipline, provided however that,
in cases where the public institution of higher education can show a substantial likelihood of an immediate
threat to the physical health or safety of any student or other individual before a hearing can be held, the
institution may immediately take such actions as are necessary to prevent or ameliorate the threat and shall
thereupon hold the hearing as soon as reasonably practicable after it has taken such actions.

ITI. A student, student organization, or faculty member may waive any or all of the rights specified in
paragraph I, provided that such waiver is made knowingly, intelligently, and voluntarily.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Popovici-Muller spoke in favor.
Rep. Luneau spoke against and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 197 - NAYS 149

YEAS - 197

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara
Dumais, Russell Freeman, Lisa Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Ploszaj, Tom

Terry, Paul Varney, Peter



Avellani, Lino
MacDonald, John
Taylor, Brian

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Griffin, Gerald
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Sargent, Gregory
Thibault, James

Ball, Lorie

Bryer, Scott

DeVito, Sayra

Edwards, Jess

Janigian, John

Walsh, Lilli

Lundgren, David
McDonnell, Valerie

Milz, David

Perez, Kristine
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt
Summers, James

Tripp, Richard

Vose, Michael

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Burroughs, Anita
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Belcher, Mike
Smith, Jonathan

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Durkin, Sean
Tierney, James

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick
Spahr, Terry

Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane

Erf, Keith
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Panek, Sandra
Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya
Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica

Lynn, Bob
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Read, Ellen
Scherr, Buzz
Sweeney, Joe
Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Girard, Dale
Aron, Michael

Paige, David

CARROLL

Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer

COO0s

Korzen, Lori
Tremblay, Marc

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH

Boyd, Bill
Colcombe, Riché
Drew, Matt
Fedolfi, Jim
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Emesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
See, Alvin

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Roy, Terry

Soti, Julius

Sytek, John
Vandecasteele, Susan
Weyler, Kenneth

STRAFFORD

DelLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

NAYS - 149
CARROLL

McAleer, Chris

Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Morency, Pete

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Barbour, Liz
Cole, Brian
Dumont, Dillon
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Walsh, Thomas

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Dolan, Tom
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Hemingway, Wayne
Smith, Steven

Woodcock, Stephen

113



114

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Stavis, Laurel

Murray, Alissandra
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Jeudy, Jean

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wilhelm, Matthew

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen
Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Snodgrass, Jim

Balboni, Peggy
Grote, Jaci
Malloy, Dennis
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

Bay, Luz
Horrigan, Timothy
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Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Lucas, Janet
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Vail, Suzanne

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric
Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Soucy, Timothy

de Vries, Erica
Murray, Kate
Manos, Zoe
Sorensen, Carrie
Weinstein, Toni

Bixby, Peter
Howland, Allan

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Oppel, Thomas

HILLSBOROUGH

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana

Hicks, Matthew
Newsom, James
Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Paige, Mark
Meuse, David
Turer, Eric

STRAFFORD

Burton, Wayne
Johnson, Erik

Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri

Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Rockmore, Ellen

Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jack, Martin
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Kelly, Eileen
Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

Gilman, Julie
Maggiore, Jim
Muns, Chris
Vallone, Mark

Butler, Billie
LaMontagne, Jessica

Larochelle, John Smith, Marjorie Miller, Seth Schmidt, Peter
Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Stone, John Pearson, Wayne
Wade, Alice Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN
Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Palmer, William

and the majority committee report was adopted.
The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

HB 651-FN, modifying the base cost and differential aid costs of an adequate education. MAJORITY: IN-
EXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Walter Spilsbury for the Majority of Education Funding. This bill increases the base cost and differential
aid costs of an adequate education and expands the definition of the cost of an adequate education. This bill
has served a useful purpose in the committee’s deliberations during 2025, and for that reason was retained.
It applies the base adequacy figure embraced by Judge Ruoff in the Conval decision, which happens to be
1.73 times the current rate, and then extrapolates from that by applying the same multiplier to the several
forms of differential aid, which is not justified by any direct analysis of incremental costs associated with
those conditions. Since there are other bills on the same subject matter coming to us for the 2026 session that
present a better opportunity for fashioning a full and balanced response to the challenges of reforming our
education funding formulas, including the question of where those funds will come from, the majority cannot
support passing this bill in this form at this time. Vote 10-8.

Rep. Dick Ames for the Minority of Education Funding. In a decision issued on July 1, 2025, in the case of
Contoocook Valley School District v. the State of New Hampshire, the New Hampshire Supreme Court upheld
a lower court ruling that had been issued after a three week trial in 2023, holding that the state’s statutory
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school funding adequacy aid formula provides per pupil funding at a level insufficient to meet the state’s
constitutional obligation to “provide New Hampshire’s children with the opportunity for a constitutionally
adequate education.” The court also upheld the trial court’s findings establishing that a constitutionally valid
base adequacy amount per pupil must exceed a “conservative minimum threshold” of $7,356. A subsequent
trial court decision issued in the case of Rand v. the State of New Hampshire in August 2025 found that the
state’s statutory differentiated aid per pupil funding level for special education services was also constitution-
ally too low. This bill seeks to conform the state’s adequacy formula to this judicial guidance. Accordingly, it
raises the base cost of adequacy per pupil from $4,351 to the minimum threshold amount of $7,356 and then
applies the same rate of increase to each of the three differentiated aid categories (pupils eligible for special
education, free or reduced price meals, and English language learning). The result, when properly funded
through appropriate state budget processes, will provide significant property tax relief across the state.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Rep. Ames spoke against.

Rep. Spilsbury spoke in favor.

Rep. Luneau requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 190 - NAYS 155

YEAS - 190
BELKNAP

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
Terry, Paul

Avellani, Lino
MacDonald, John
Taylor, Brian

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane

Erf, Keith
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Panek, Sandra
Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Ball, Lorie
Bryer, Scott
DeVito, Sayra
Edwards, Jess
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli

Bogert, Steven
Freeman, Lisa
Varney, Peter

Belcher, Mike
Smith, Jonathan

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Drew, Matt
Fedolfi, Jim
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya
Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica

Coker, Matthew
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet

CARROLL

Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer

COOSs

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH

Barbour, Liz
Cole, Brian
Dumont, Dillon
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Ernesto
Moffett, Michael
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa

Comtois, Barbara
Ploszaj, Tom

Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Griffin, Gerald
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
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Lundgren, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David

Perez, Kristine

Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine

Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Michael

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Almy, Susan
Fracht, David
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

Murray, Alissandra
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Jeudy, Jean
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen
Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

Balboni, Peggy
Grote, Jaci
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Sorensen, Carrie
Weinstein, Toni

Bay, Luz
Horrigan, Timothy
Larochelle, John
Selig, Loren
Wade, Alice
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Lynn, Bob

McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Roy, Terry

Spillane, James
Dolan, Tom

Vose, Michael

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Baldwin, Heather
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric
Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Snodgrass, Jim

de Vries, Erica
Murray, Kate
Mandelbaum, Jennifer
Read, Ellen

Turer, Eric

Bixby, Peter
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas
Wall, Janet

Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Summers, James
Tripp, Richard
MacDonald, Wayne

STRAFFORD

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN
Hemingway, Wayne
Smith, Steven

NAYS - 155
CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi

GRAFTON

Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

HILLSBOROUGH
Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will
Foss, Lily
Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana
Hicks, Matthew
Newsom, James
Sargent, Gregory
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM
Edgar, Michael
Paige, Mark
Manos, Zoe
Scherr, Buzz
Vallone, Mark

STRAFFORD

Burton, Wayne
Johnson, Erik
Miller, Seth
Stone, John

Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John

Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt

Sweeney, Joe
Tudor, Paul
Weyler, Kenneth

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri

Fellows, Sallie
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Kelly, Eileen

Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane

Gilman, Julie
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

Butler, Billie
LaMontagne, Jessica
Schmidt, Peter
Pearson, Wayne
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SULLIVAN

Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Girard, Dale
Palmer, William

and the majority committee report was adopted.

HB 656, relative to the authority of local school districts to accept federal grants. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO
PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Rick Ladd for the Majority of Education Funding. This bill requires that all funds disbursed from a
federal government unit to a school district be deemed unanticipated money for the purposes of appropria-
tion of unanticipated funds made available during the year. It also requires that notice of a hearing on
unanticipated funds, or minutes of the school board meeting taken action on unanticipated funds, include
a summary of any obligations incurred by accepting the funds. As amended, 1) all funds disbursed from a
federal government unit shall be deemed to be unanticipated money under the provisions of this section, 2)
such notice shall contain a summary of any obligations incurred by accepting the unanticipated funds, or
notice that there are no obligations incurred, and 3) the minutes of the school board meeting shall contain
a summary of any obligations incurred by accepting the unanticipated funds, or state that there are no
obligations incurred. This bill is all about “transparency” for elected officials and the public. Elected school
boards and the public must be made aware of any necessary matching local dollars, any in-kind obliga-
tions using local education agency personnel, and/or of the use and accountability process associated with
disbursement of federal funds. Vote 10-8.

Rep. Hope Damon for the Minority of Education Funding. The minority recognizes the importance of transpar-
ency in government. However, we find this bill an unrealistic and unnecessary approach that would burden
local school districts without benefit. Local school districts already recognize obligations incurred by accept-
ing federal funds. Title I for enhanced learning support especially for low-income communities, Title II-A
for teacher professional development, Title III for English language learners, Title IV, Perkins V and IDEA
(Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) for federally required special education would all be considered
unanticipated funds — even though they are specifically defined by federal law and the amounts are typically
stable from one year to the next, often over decades. At the time that most allocations are awarded, the lo-
cal district budget process is long past. The timing of official confirmation of grants does not align with the
printing of school district annual reports. Further, the statute does not address what happens if the local
school board decides not to take the funds after the public hearing. How are the necessary education services
then funded? Truly unanticipated revenue occurs as bequests or significant increases in adequacy aid after
the school budget has been approved. Currently, the state Department of Education (DOE) serves as a pass
through for these reliable federal funds to local school districts. There already is a very precise approval pro-
cess in place at DOE with school districts providing very detailed explanations of every expense in minute
categories with thorough documentation of reimbursable expenditures. Perhaps a simpler approach would
be to require the DOE to provide districts with a list of the obligations associated with each grant. Districts
would then make informed decisions which grants to apply for. Districts already prepare for the end of grant
fund availability. It should be noted that while federal grant funding provides less than 10% of the cost of
public education in New Hampshire, it is critical funding to our public schools. Given the ongoing reluctance
of the majority to concur with court rulings regarding funding of an adequate education, it seems completely
unreasonable to make access to these essential federal funds more difficult.

Majority Amendment (2933h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Estimates. Amend RSA 198:4 to read as follows:

198:4 Estimates. The school board of each district in its annual report shall state in detail the additional
sums of money, if any, which will be required during the ensuing fiscal year for the support of the public
schools, for the purchase of textbooks, scholars’ supplies, flags and appurtenances, for the payment of the
tuition of the pupils in the district in high schools, academies, and any private school approved as a school
tuition program by the school board in accordance with law, and for the payment of all other statutory obliga-
tions of the district. The annual report shall also contain a summary of estimated funds anticipated
from state and federal governmental units during the ensuing fiscal year. For each fund, the annual
report shall contain the title or other identifier of the fund as well as a summary of any obligations
incurred by accepting the anticipated funds, or state that there are no obligations.

2 Appropriation for Unanticipated Funds Made Available During the Year. Amend RSA 198:20-b, II-III to
read as follows:

I1. Such money shall be used only for legal purposes for which a school district may appropriate money.
No funds disbursed from the education trust fund pursuant to RSA 198:42 shall, under any circumstances,
emergency or otherwise, be deemed to be unanticipated money under the provisions of this section. All funds
made available during the year and not disclosed in the annual report pursuant to RSA 198:4 shall
be deemed to be unanticipated money under the provisions of this section.
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III.(a) For unanticipated funds in the amount of $20,000 or more, the school board shall hold a prior public
hearing on the action to be taken. Notice of the time, place, and subject of such hearing shall be published in a
newspaper of general circulation in the relevant municipality at least 7 days before the meeting is held. Such
notice shall contain the title or other identifier of the fund, as well as a summary of any obligations
incurred by accepting the unanticipated funds, or state that there are no obligations incurred.

(b) A school board may establish the amount of unanticipated funds required for notice under this
subparagraph, provided such amount is less than $20,000. For unanticipated funds in an amount less than
$20,000, the school board shall post notice of the funds in the agenda and shall include notice in the minutes of
the school board meeting in which such funds are discussed. The minutes of the school board meeting shall
contain the title or other identifier of the fund, a summary of any obligations incurred by accepting
the unanticipated funds, or state that there are no obligations incurred. The acceptance of unanticipated
funds under this subparagraph shall be made in public session of any regular school board meeting.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill requires that all funds disbursed from a state or federal government unit to a school district be
disclosed either in the required annual report by the school board or in the notice of a hearing at a school
board meeting to take action on unanticipated funds, as well as in the minutes of such meeting.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Fellows spoke against.

Rep. Peternel spoke in favor.

Rep. Luneau requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 186 - NAYS 155

YEAS - 186

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell
Freeman, Lisa Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Ploszaj, Tom Terry, Paul
Varney, Peter

CARROLL

Avellani, Lino
MacDonald, John
Taylor, Brian

Murphy, Denis
Qualey, James

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John

Belcher, Mike
Smith, Jonathan

Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Drew, Matt
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter

Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

COOSs

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH

Barbour, Liz

Cole, Brian
Dumont, Dillon
Griffin, Gerald
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Peeples, Raymond

Reinfurt, Sherri

Sheehan, Vanessa

Ulery, Jordan

MERRIMACK
McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Ernesto
Moffett, Michael

Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard

Nalevanko, Rich

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Panek, Sandra
Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan



Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie

Bryer, Scott
DeVito, Sayra
Edwards, Jess
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli
Lundgren, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David

Perez, Kristine
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Tripp, Richard
MacDonald, Wayne

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Judy

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen

Murray, Alissandra
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Jeudy, Jean

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen
Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary
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Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya
Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica

Lynn, Bob
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Roy, Terry
Spillane, James
Tudor, Paul
Weyler, Kenneth

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Girard, Dale
Aron, Michael

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Lucas, Janet
Stavis, Laurel

Beauchemin, Paige
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric
Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Snodgrass, Jim

Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Summers, James
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

STRAFFORD

DelLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

NAYS - 155

CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stringham, Jerry

HILLSBOROUGH

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana
Hicks, Matthew
Newsom, James
Sargent, Gregory
Soucy, Timothy

Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt
Sytek, John
Vose, Michael

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Hemingway, Wayne
Spilsbury, Walter

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri

Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Sykes, George

Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jack, Martin
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Kelly, Eileen

Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane
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ROCKINGHAM
Balboni, Peggy de Vries, Erica Edgar, Michael Gilman, Julie
Grote, Jaci Murray, Kate Paige, Mark Maggiore, Jim
Malloy, Dennis Mandelbaum, Jennifer Manos, Zoe Meuse, David
Muns, Chris Read, Ellen Scherr, Buzz Simpson, Alexis
Sorensen, Carrie Turer, Eric Vallone, Mark Ward, Gerald
Weinstein, Toni
STRAFFORD
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Burton, Wayne Butler, Billie
Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Johnson, Erik LaMontagne, Jessica
Larochelle, John Smith, Marjorie Schmidt, Peter Selig, Loren
Southworth, Thomas Stone, John Pearson, Wayne Wade, Alice
Wall, Janet
SULLIVAN
Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Palmer, William

and the majority committee report was adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading.

HB 665-FN-A, relative to eligibility for free school meals. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Daniel Popovici-Muller for the Majority of Education Funding. The bill supporters speak of addressing
student hunger, but despite repeated requests for information made both last term and this year, no testi-
mony was provided by anyone about specific instances of kids being denied food or specific school districts
denying food to students based on their inability to pay, making it impossible to substantiate a need for
this bill. Proposed language in the bill would require that any meal provided by schools “be served without
cost to any child whose annual household income is less than or equal to 300 percent of the federal poverty
guidelines,” as opposed to our current system (based on the federal guidelines) of offering free meals under
130% and reduced meals between 130% and 185% of the federal poverty guidelines. As of now, the state
is leveraging federal funds to pay for meals and only reimburses schools for breakfast (at $0.03 or $0.30
per meal), with no state funds used for lunches. Federal reimbursement rates are: $2.37 free breakfast,
$2.07 reduced breakfast, $0.39 paid breakfast, $4.52 free lunch, $4.12 reduced lunch, $0.51 paid lunch. By
replacing the reduced price meals with free meals, then greatly expanding the free meal program without
any federal funds reimbursements, the state would be liable for over $48 million per year (around $16.6
million for breakfast, $31.7 million for lunch, assuming no changes in what meals are offered by schools
from last year). Given that every child that asks for a meal is given one regardless of their family’s ability
to pay, these kinds of expenses cannot be justified-- if this proposed policy was sound, it would have been
part of the state budget. Vote 10-8.

Rep. Hope Damon for the Minority of Education Funding. The minority recommends Ought to Pass for
this bill to require that at least one school meal is available without cost to children who qualify based
on a household income less than or equal to 300% of the federal poverty guidelines. 39% of NH children
live in households that do not have sufficient food. Children who are food insecure have lower reading and
mathematics scores and the effects are cumulative as they continue through school. There is an inverse
relationship between adequate food intake and cognitive delay. Food insecure children learn at a slower
rate than their adequately fed peers and are more likely to repeat grades. Chronically hungry, food insecure
children are twice as likely to be receiving special education services as those who are not hungry and food
insecure. Children who are food insecure have more behavioral problems, are twice as likely to be suspended
and have a greater risk of dropping out of high school. Aside from the moral obligation to provide for the
fundamental needs of impoverished children, the minority recognizes the economic costs of not addressing
food insecurity. Current eligibility for free meals is set at 130% of the federal poverty level. For a family
of three, that is an annual income of $34,645. Working full time at $15 hourly, which is more than twice
the New Hampshire minimum wage, yields an annual gross income of $31,200. Yet the MIT Living Wage
Calculator shows that a family of three needs nearly triple that amount or $97,876 to afford today’s living
expenses. It is clear that current eligibility for free school meals bars many hardworking New Hampshire
families from accessing this critical support, leaving children hungry in school, watching their peers eat.
Relying on the generosity of school staff to purchase snacks for children or providing stigmatizing alternate
meals, is not an equitable or adequate approach. At least nine states including our neighbors in Maine,
Vermont, and Massachusetts provide universal free school meals. This bill is much more moderate than
universal meals while meeting the most urgent needs.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Rep. Damon spoke against.
Rep. Popovici-Muller spoke in favor and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.



Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
Terry, Paul

Avellani, Lino
MacDonald, John
Taylor, Brian

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya
Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica

Lynn, Bob
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Roy, Terry
Spillane, James
Dolan, Tom
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley
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Bogert, Steven
Freeman, Lisa
Varney, Peter

Belcher, Mike
Smith, Jonathan

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Drew, Matt
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bennett, Cindy
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Summers, James
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

YEAS 189 - NAYS 158

YEAS - 189
BELKNAP

Coker, Matthew
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet

CARROLL

Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE
Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer
COOS
Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH

Barbour, Liz

Cole, Brian
Dumont, Dillon
Griffin, Gerald
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Emesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt
Sweeney, Joe
Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

STRAFFORD
DelLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David
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Comtois, Barbara
Ploszaj, Tom

Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Panek, Sandra
Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

Bryer, Scott

DeVito, Sayra
Edwards, Jess
Janigian, John

Walsh, Lilli

Lundgren, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David

Perez, Kristine
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John
Vandecasteele, Susan
Weyler, Kenneth

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley
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Drye, Margaret
Aron, Michael

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Jeudy, Jean

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Bricchi, Tracy
Gallager, Eric
Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Snodgrass, Jim

Balboni, Peggy
Gilman, Julie
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

Bay, Luz
Horrigan, Timothy
Larochelle, John
Selig, Loren
Wade, Alice

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William
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Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Beauchemin, Paige
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Caplan, Tony
Hicks, Matthew
Newsom, James
Sargent, Gregory
Soucy, Timothy

Bridle, Nicholas
Grote, Jaci
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Sorensen, Carrie
Weinstein, Toni

Bixby, Peter
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas
Wall, Janet

Cloutier, John

SULLIVAN

Hemingway, Wayne
Spilsbury, Walter

NAYS - 158
CARROLL

McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

MERRIMACK

Kelly, Eileen

Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

de Vries, Erica
Murray, Kate
Mandelbaum, Jennifer
Read, Ellen

Turer, Eric

STRAFFORD

Burton, Wayne
Johnson, Erik
Miller, Seth
Stone, John

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

Aron, Judy

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri

Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary

Harriott-Gathright, Linda

Jack, Martin
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Ebel, Karen
Luneau, David
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

Edgar, Michael
Paige, Mark
Manos, Zoe
Scherr, Buzz
Vallone, Mark

Butler, Billie
LaMontagne, Jessica
Schmidt, Peter
Pearson, Wayne

Girard, Dale

and the majority committee report was adopted.

SB 204-FN-A, relative to the responsibility of local school districts to provide meals to students during school
hours, reimbursing schools for meals provided to students at no cost, and making an appropriation therefor.
MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.

Rep. Dan McGuire for the Majority of Education Funding. The National School Lunch Program is administered
by the US Department of Agriculture and provides federal funds that pay for free and reduced price lunches
for school children who come from low-income families. There are related federal programs for breakfasts,
milk, summer meals, etc. Free meals are given to children at 130% of the federal poverty level or less and



7 JANUARY 2026 HOUSE RECORD 123

reduced price meals for those at 185% of the federal poverty level or less. Federal reimbursements, and the
state breakfast supplement, are for fixed dollar amounts, so local funds can be involved if the costs of provid-
ing meals is different than those reimbursements. This bill would allow school districts to raise the income
qualification for free meals (breakfast and lunch) to 200% of the federal poverty level. If they do so, this bill
has half the extra costs paid for by the state and half paid for by the local school district. Our Department of
Education estimates that this change could add $7 million in cost to the state, and an unknown, but likely
similar amount, on local property taxpayers. Our state budget is a trade-off among competing uses for avail-
able funds. This program didn’t make that cut. Outside the budget process, it is inappropriate to add new
spending of this magnitude without corresponding reductions elsewhere. Vote 9-8.

Rep. Hope Damon for the Minority of Education Funding. The minority recognizes that this bill is a pragmatic,
modest effort to address food insecurity in K-12 students. It provides school districts the option of increasing
eligibility for free meals to 200% of the federal poverty level. It would also require districts who choose to
opt-in to provide online applications for school meals which has been shown to increase applications, decrease
error rates and reduce administrative costs. It should be noted that the fiscal note for this bill presents an
unrealistically costly outcome, calculated on 100% of eligible students choosing to enroll in free meals with
100% of those students attending school every single day, and 100% eating both free meals every day. US
Department of Agriculture data show that 45% of eligible students eat free breakfast and 70% of eligible
students eat free lunch. Not all students attend school every day. Thus, it is clear to the minority that the
fiscal note considerably overstates the true expected cost. The minority of the committee recognizes that there
are many students whose family resources are simply not adequate to meet their basic needs. Despite the
reality that most of the adults in those families are working — they simply don’t earn enough. Considering
that 200% of the federal poverty level is $64,300 for a family of four, it should be obvious how impossible it is
for those families to pay rent or mortgage, utilities, child care, health insurance, and somehow have enough
resources left for even the most basic meals. New Hampshire Fiscal Policy Institute recently reported that
median household income falls $2,000 short of covering basic costs of living. Students who are reliably and
adequately fed perform better academically and have fewer behavioral issues. Both of these benefits provide
cost savings to districts. Particularly in the current time of uncertain funding for other food programs, meet-
ing the needs of these students is critical.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Rep. Damon spoke against.

Rep. D. McGuire spoke in favor.

Rep. Luneau requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 183 - NAYS 161

YEAS - 183

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell
Freeman, Lisa Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Ploszaj, Tom Terry, Paul
Varney, Peter

CARROLL

Avellani, Lino
MacDonald, John
Taylor, Brian

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim

Belcher, Mike
Smith, Jonathan

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Drew, Matt
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Labrie, Brian

Crawford, Karel
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer

COOSs

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH

Barbour, Liz

Cole, Brian
Dumont, Dillon
Griffin, Gerald
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard

Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
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McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Mannion, Tom

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya
Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Summers, James
Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Michael

Coker, Matthew

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Jeudy, Jean

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
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Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Ulery, Jordan

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bennett, Cindy
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John

Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt

Sweeney, Joe
Vandecasteele, Susan
Weyler, Kenneth

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Grant, George
Spilsbury, Walter

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Beauchemin, Paige
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh

Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Wherry, Robert

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Ernesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David

Perez, Kristine

Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine

Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

STRAFFORD

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN

Hemingway, Wayne

NAYS - 161
BELKNAP

CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill

Hakken-Phillips, Mary

Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine

Morton, Jonathan
Panek, Sandra
Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Suiter, John

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

Bryer, Scott
DeVito, Sayra
Edwards, Jess
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli
Lynn, Bob
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Roy, Terry
Spillane, James
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri

Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jack, Martin
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
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Spier, Carry Staub, Kathy Swanson, Dale Telerski, Laura
Tellez, Trinidad Vail, Suzanne Veilleux, Daniel Thomas, Wendy
Wheeler, Jonah Wilhelm, Matthew

MERRIMACK
Bricchi, Tracy Caplan, Tony Colby, Eleana Kelly, Eileen
Ebel, Karen Gallager, Eric Hicks, Matthew Lane, Connie
Luneau, David Hall, Muriel Newsom, James Payeur, Stephanie

Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

Balboni, Peggy

Roesener, James
Snodgrass, Jim

Bridle, Nicholas

Sargent, Gregory
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM

de Vries, Erica

Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane

Edgar, Michael

125

Gilman, Julie Grote, Jaci Murray, Kate Paige, Mark
Maggiore, Jim Malloy, Dennis Mandelbaum, Jennifer Manos, Zoe
Meuse, David Muns, Chris Read, Ellen Scherr, Buzz
Simpson, Alexis Sorensen, Carrie Turer, Eric Vallone, Mark
Ward, Gerald Weinstein, Toni
STRAFFORD
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Burton, Wayne Butler, Billie
Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Johnson, Erik LaMontagne, Jessica
Larochelle, John Smith, Marjorie Miller, Seth Schmidt, Peter
Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Stone, John Pearson, Wayne
Wade, Alice Wall, Janet
SULLIVAN
Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Girard, Dale
Palmer, William Rollins, Skip
and the majority committee report was adopted.
The House recessed at 2:52PM
RECESS

The House reconvened at 3:02PM
(Speaker Steven Smith in the Chair)

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 121-FN, establishing local school district special education parent advisory councils. MAJORITY: OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Kristin Noble for the Majority of Education Policy and Administration. This non-germane amended bill
is an answer to the failure of auditing, communication, transparency, and accountability with the Claremont
School District. This addresses those issues after working with the Department of Education (DOE) and De-
partment of Revenue Administration (DRA). Audit requirements are strengthened, the DRA Commissioner
is given the ability to require a financial or forensic audit, potential fines increased, and completed audits or
lack of audits be made available to the DOE and public. Power is given to the State Board of Education to put
public schools on probation for failing to meet fiscal management standards, reporting failures, or violating
state or federal laws. Probation for public charter schools was signed into law last year and the same should
be true for traditional public schools. The DOE and State Board of Education will work with the district to
develop a remedial plan to correct the issues. If the issues are not corrected, however, the DOE shall hire or
appoint an “administrator” to oversee district operations and corrective actions. The bill specifies authorities
that may be given to the administrator including appointing a chief financial officer, reassigning or terminat-
ing personnel, establishing new internal controls, and providing monthly reports to the DOE and state board.
This bill, as amended, should help to prevent another Claremont situation and, in the event that it doesn’t,
there will be a process in place for corrective action. Vote 10-7.

Rep. Megan Murray for the Minority of Education Policy and Administration. This bill with non-germane
amendment seeks to address issues around schools experiencing financial distress. The minority finds that
the amendment goes much further than that, leaves significant legal questions unanswered, and removes
local control to an unnecessary, harmful extent. The bill ultimately creates uncertainty for departments and
districts. If the intention was to provide a vehicle to help address fiscal oversight issues within districts, this
bill was rushed and does not effectively address those concerns. The amendment cites RSA 309-A:8 which was
previously repealed. Citing a statute that does not exist leaves the committee with an inaccurate understanding
of the section of law that it is supposed to affect with respect to accounting and fiscal oversight. There should
have been a full hearing to discuss the implications this bill may have relative to the appropriate section of
law. The committee heard no testimony or information from auditors regarding the feasibility of either a fo-
rensic or traditional audit in the time noted. We also heard feedback from many who shared concerns around
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the vague application of the subjective words “reasonable notice.” Districts would be open to a wide array of
possibilities as to what “reasonable” means - something the NH Department of Education’s attorney noted
was overly vague. Districts are left with little understanding of what would place them into a “probationary
period.” The proposed language also notes that a district could be placed onto probation for issues or concerns
that extend far beyond financial problems. The bill opens the door to districts being placed on probation for
violations of any administrative rule. The minority finds this amendment reaches far too broadly, resulting in
districts losing much of their local control. It is unclear whether or not probationary periods can be extended.
In the same section, the bill appears to be able to place districts on probation prospectively and without a
full due-process finding under alleged state or federal law violations, and does not discuss an appeal process
either. The minority prefers a motion of Inexpedient to Legislate with careful study of alternative moderate
state approaches to addressing school district fiscal insolvency.

Majority Amendment (3086h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to school district financial requirements and district probation processes.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Department of Revenue Administration; Municipal and Property Division; Audit. Amend RSA 21-J:19 to
read as follows:

21-J:19 Audit.

I. Any town, or school district, or village district or precinct, at the annual meeting or at a special
meeting, or the selectmen of any town, or the governing body of any city, or the school board of any school
district, or the commissioners of any village district or precinct, may hire a certified public accountant or a
public accountant licensed by the state under RSA 309-A:8 to conduct [such-an-audit-within] and complete
such audit no later than one year after the close of the municipality’s or school district’s fiscal year in
accordance with audit guidelines and applicable statutes.

II. Every audit made by independent public accountants licensed under RSA 309-A:8, except examina-
tions for special limited purposes, shall cover the accounts and records of all officials responsible for the
receipt, custody, and disbursement of public funds. The audit reports shall include a summary of findings
and recommendations regarding compliance with applicable statutory provisions of law, and the adequacy
of accounting and business procedures pursued by the unit of government examined. Management letters,
so-called, shall be included as part of the official audit findings and recommendations. Contracts executed
between local units of government and counties and independent public accountants shall stipulate that all
accounts and funds of the governmental unit are to be audited and a report of audit prepared in accordance
with this section. A written or printed report of every completed audit shall be made to the proper local of-
ficials including a summary of the findings and recommendations of the auditors and a copy of such summary
shall be published in the next annual report following the fiscal year in which the audit was completed. A
copy of the completed audit shall be posted on the governing body’s website and the findings and
recommendations reviewed at the next public meeting of the governing body.

2 Department of Revenue Administration; Municipal and Property Division; Audit on Motion of Commis-
sioner. Amend RSA 21-J:20 to read as follows:

21-J:20 Audit on Motion of Commissioner. The commissioner may cause [an] a financial or forensic
audit to be made of the accounts of any city, town, school district, or village district or precmct [as-often—as
once-in—2-years;or] whenever conditions appear [tﬁ—h-rm] to warrant such audit. The commissioner shall
consult with the commissioner of the department of education if the conditions are related to a
school district. The accounts of all county officers shall be audited annually by a certified public accountant,
and a complete report of such audit shall be made available to the public.

3 Department of Revenue Administration; Municipal and Property Division; Failure to Complete Audit.
RSA 21-J:20-a is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

21-J:20-a Notification Required; Failure to Complete Audit.

I. Upon completion of an audit made pursuant to RSA 21-J:19 or RSA 21-J:20, each city, town, school
district, village district, county, or precinct shall provide notification to the department of the completed audit
and a copy of such audit shall be sent to the department. If a required audit is not completed by the due date
of such audit, the commissioner:

(a) May levy a fine of up to $500 per day for every day of noncompliance, commencing 60 days after
the department has provided written notice to the municipality, political subdivision, school district, or county
of the intent to levy such fine; or

(b) Shall not consider the unreserved fund balance of the municipality, political subdivision, school
district, or county when setting tax rates if the department questions the validity of the financial data due
to the lack of an audit.

I1. The municipality, political subdivision, or county may petition the commissioner for waiver of the fine
in instances where the failure to complete a statutorily required audit by the due date of such audit was due to
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reasonable cause. If a waiver is granted, the municipality, political subdivision, or county shall within 90 days
of receiving the waiver from the department provide the department an executed contract binding the munici-
pality, political subdivision, or county, to conduct the required audit with an entity licensed and certified to do
so, and within a time frame approved by the commissioner. Fines collected by the department pursuant to this
section shall be deposited in the general fund. The department shall notify the commissioner of the department
of education of the completion or failure to complete the audit by the due date of such audit by each school
district or waiver granted by the commissioner. School districts failing to complete the audit shall be listed on
the department of education website and the chair of the state board of education shall be notified.

ITII. The department shall adopt rules for the criteria to be used in the determination of granting a waiver
of fines, for issuing fines, and the amount of the fines.

4 Department of Revenue Administration; Municipal and Property Division; Publication of Report of Audit.
Amend RSA 21-J:21 to read as follows:

1-J:21 Publication of Report of Audit. A written or printed report of every completed audit shall be made
to the proper local officials including [asummary-of] the findings and recommendations of the auditors and
a copy of such [summary] shall be published in the next annual report, a complete copy of the audit shall
be posted on the governing body’s website, and reviewed at the next public meeting of the governing
body following the fiscal year in which the audit was completed. If, in the opinion of the governing board of a
city or the selectmen, school board, county or village district commissioners, the whole report of audit should
be published, the report may be published. If such [summary-of] findings and recommendations [is] are not
so published, the commissioner, at the expense of the county, city, town, or district affected thereby, may
cause such [summary] to be separately published and, if available, distributed or published in a newspaper
having a general circulation in said county, city, town, or district.

5 School Money; Penalty for Failure to File a Report. Amend RSA 198:4-f, I to read as follows:

I. A school district, city, chartered public school, or public academy shall file the reports due under RSA
198:4-d[;-HH] no later than September 1 of each year.

6 New Paragraph; School Money; Penalty for Failure to File Report. Amend RSA 198:4-f by inserting after
paragraph III the following new paragraph:

IV. A school district, city, chartered public school that is greater than 6 months late in complying with
the audit requirements pursuant to RSA 21-J:19 and RSA 194-B:10 may have state aid withheld by the com-
missioner of the department of education for just cause. In determining just cause, the commissioner of the
department education, or designee, shall reach out to the auditor performing the work and the auditee to
determine if the auditee has caused unreasonable delays. The commissioner of the department of education
shall notify the governing body 30 days prior to withholding state aid.

7 New Section; The State School Organization; State Probation. Amend RSA 186 by inserting after section
5 the following new section:

186:5-a Public School District Probation.

I. After reasonable notice has been provided to all affected parties, the state board may place a public
school district on probationary status for up to 6 months under the following circumstances:

(a) The school commits a material violation of any of the conditions, standards, or administrative rules.
(b) The school fails to meet generally accepted standards for fiscal management.

(¢) The school significantly violates state or federal law.

(d) The school becomes insolvent or financially unstable.

(e) The school fails to comply with the reporting requirements in accordance with RSA 198:4-f.

(f) The school fails to comply with state or federal reporting requirements.

(g) The school fails to remedy the causes of its probation.

I1. Notice of the placement on probation shall be provided in writing to the district’s school board members,
superintendent or staff authorized to perform superintendent services, posted on the district and department’s
website, the governor, commissioner of the department revenue administration, senate president, speaker of
the house, and the chairs of the senate and house education funding and policy committees.

III. The department and state board shall consult with the district school board on the development and
implementation of a remedial plan to address specific areas of concern.

IV. The state board may place a public school district on probationary status for up to 6 months to allow
the implementation of a remedial plan.

V. After the probationary period, if the remedial plan is unsuccessful in addressing the concerns, the
department shall appoint or hire an administrator to oversee the corrections identified pursuant to RSA 186:5-
a, I. The department may draw a warrant for payment of the administrator. The state board may authorize
the administrator, for a period of up to one year, to:

(1) Override any decisions of the school district’s board or the school district superintendent, or both,
concerning the management and operation of the school district, and initiate and make decisions concerning
the management and operation of the school district.
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(2) Attend any and all meetings of the school district’s board and administrative staff and provide
updates on corrective actions being taken.

(3) Establish and implement a strategy designed to promote family and community involvement.

(4) Supervise the day-to-day activities of the school district’s staff, including reassigning the duties
and responsibilities of personnel in a manner that, in the determination of the administrator, best suits the
needs of the school district.

(5) Place on extended leave, suspend, or terminate for cause the school district’s superintendent or
business manager, or both. The administrator is not authorized to provide a severance or buyout package to
the school district’s superintendent or business manager if the school district is placed into probation by the
state board of education. A person terminated pursuant to this paragraph may appeal the administrator’s
decision to the state board of education if an appeal is filed with the state board within 30 days of receiving
notice of the termination.

(6) Authorize pupils to transfer from schools operated by the school district to schools operated by
another school district that is not currently on probation, pursuant to RSA 193:3, I(g).

(7) Appoint a staff person to perform superintendent services pursuant to RSA 194-C:5, I1(a).

(8) Appoint a chief fiscal officer who shall possess the powers and duties of the school district’s
business manager and any other duties regarding budgeting, accounting, and other financial matters that
are assigned to the school district by law.

(9) Appoint a competent independent public accountant to audit the accounts of the school district
if not previously done by the department of revenue administration.

(10) Reorganize the school district’s financial accounts, management, and budgetary systems to
improve financial responsibility and reduce financial inefficiency within the district.

(11) Establish school district fiscal guidelines and a system of internal controls, including internal
administrative controls and internal accounting controls, with provisions for internal audits.

(12) Provide monthly updates to the department and state board.

(13) Once the administrator’s corrective actions have been completed, they shall provide a verbal
and written report to the department and state board outlining the actions taken, needed steps forward, and
monitoring recommendations.

8 Regular School Districts; Auditors. RSA 671:5 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
671:5 Auditors. School districts shall hire independent auditors pursuant to RSA 21-J:19.
9 Repeal. The following are repealed:
I. RSA 193-H:5, relative to power of the department of education to take control of daily operations of
local schools.
I1. RSA 198:4-d, VI, relative to school money; reports required.
10 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill:

I. Revises the audit process for towns, school districts, or village districts, including penalties for failures
to comply.

I1. Repeals the election of school district auditors.

III. Allows the state board of education to place a public school district on probationary status and to
institute a remedial plan.

IV. Requires the department of education to hire an administrator to oversee a public school district that
remains on probationary status and provides duties and powers to that role.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

Rep. Noble offered floor amendment 0044h

Floor Amendment (0044h)
Amend RSA 21:J-19 as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:
21-J:19 Audit.

I. Any town, or school district, or village district or precinct, at the annual meeting or at a special meet-
ing, or the selectmen of any town, or the governing body of any city, or the school board of any school district,
or the commissioners of any village district or precinct, may hire a certified public accountant or a public
accountant licensed by the state under RSA 309-B [309-A:8] to conduct [such an audit within] and complete
such audit no later than one year after the close of the municipality’s or school district’s fiscal year in
accordance with audit guidelines and applicable statutes.

II. Every audit made by independent public accountants licensed under RSA 309-B [309-A:8], except
examinations for special limited purposes, shall cover the accounts and records of all officials responsible for
the receipt, custody, and disbursement of public funds. The audit reports shall include a summary of findings
and recommendations regarding compliance with applicable statutory provisions of law, and the adequacy
of accounting and business procedures pursued by the unit of government examined. Management letters,
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so-called, shall be included as part of the official audit findings and recommendations. Contracts executed
between local units of government and counties and independent public accountants shall stipulate that all
accounts and funds of the governmental unit are to be audited and a report of audit prepared in accordance
with this section. A written or printed report of every completed audit shall be made to the proper local of-
ficials including a summary of the findings and recommendations of the auditors and a copy of such summary
shall be published in the next annual report following the fiscal year in which the audit was completed. A
copy of the completed audit shall be posted on the governing body’s website and the findings and
recommendations reviewed at the next public meeting of the governing body.

Amend RSA 21-J:20-a, I(a) as inserted by section 3 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

(a) May levy a fine of up to $500 per day for every day of noncompliance, commencing 60 days after
the department has provided written notice to the municipality, political subdivision, school district, or county
of the intent to levy such fine; and
Floor Amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. M. Murray spoke against.

Rep. Noble spoke in favor.

Rep. Cornell requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 187 - NAYS 154

YEAS - 187
BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell
Freeman, Lisa Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Ploszaj, Tom Terry, Paul
CARROLL

Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane

Erf, Keith

Gorski, Ted
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie
Bryer, Scott
DeVito, Sayra

Belcher, Mike
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Drew, Matt
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya

Hamblen, Joseph

Brown, Richard
CHESHIRE

Karasinski, Sly

Rhodes, Jennifer

COOS

Korzen, Lori

Tierney, James
GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH

Barbour, Liz

Cole, Brian
Dumont, Dillon
Griffin, Gerald
Herbert, Christopher
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie

Notter, Jeanine
Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Ernesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

MacDonald, John
Taylor, Brian

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Giasson, Henry
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron
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Edwards, Jess
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli
Lynn, Bob
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Perez, Kristine
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Judy

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Valil, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen

Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Snodgrass, Jim

Balboni, Peggy
Grote, Jaci
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Turer, Eric

Bay, Luz
Gilmore, Gary

7 JANUARY 2026 HOUSE RECORD

Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Roy, Terry
Spillane, James
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Girard, Dale
Aron, Michael

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Newell, Jodi

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Beauchemin, Paige
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric
Newsom, James
Sargent, Gregory
Soucy, Timothy

de Vries, Erica
Murray, Kate
Mandelbaum, Jennifer
Scherr, Buzz

Vallone, Mark

Bixby, Peter
Horrigan, Timothy

Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Summers, James
Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

STRAFFORD

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

NAYS - 154

CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
O'Rorke, Terri

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Jack, Martin
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana

Hicks, Matthew
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Paige, Mark
Manos, Zoe
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

STRAFFORD

Burton, Wayne
Howland, Allan

Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David
Packard, Sherman
Potucek, John

Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt

Sweeney, Joe
Vandecasteele, Susan
Weyler, Kenneth

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Hemingway, Wayne
Spilsbury, Walter

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Kelly, Eileen
Lane, Connie
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

Gilman, Julie
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Sorensen, Carrie
Weinstein, Toni

Butler, Billie
Johnson, Erik
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LaMontagne, Jessica Larochelle, John Smith, Marjorie Miller, Seth
Schmidt, Peter Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Stone, John
Pearson, Wayne Wade, Alice Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN
Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Palmer, William

and the majority committee report was adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading.

(Speaker Packard in the Chair)
MOTION TO PRINT DEBATE

Rep. Nicholas Germana moved that the debate on HB 665-FN-A, relative to eligibility for free school meals,
and SB 204-FN-A, relative to the responsibility of local school districts to provide meals to students during
school hours, reimbursing schools for meals provided to students at no cost, and making an appropriation
therefor, be printed in the Permanent Journal.

Without objection, the Speaker ordered.

DEBATE ON HB 665-FN-A

Representative Damon: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. HB 665 would increase eligibility for one free school meal
per day to students whose family income is at or below 300% of federal poverty level. 39%, over one-third of
New Hampshire children, live in households that do not reliably have sufficient food. As the federal government
downshifts half the administrative costs of the SNAP Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program to the states,
as access to health insurance and medical care gets more expensive, and as this gray cold winter challenges
people’s fuel budgets, we should fully expect greater need for food assistance. Other than oxygen, I really cannot
think of a more basic human need than to be certain of having enough food. The idea that we have not come
together to meet the needs of children is so disheartening. Surely, we can agree that children are not responsible
for their poverty. The consequences of food insecurity are profound. Lower reading and math test scores with
cumulative decreases over time. Inadequate food intake resulting in cognitive delays, meaning slower capacity
to learn. Inadequate food intake corresponds to more school behavioral problems, twice the incidence of suspen-
sions, and higher high school dropout rates. Food insecure children more frequently require special education
services. That alone should suggest the cost-effectiveness of increasing access to free school meals. You will
hear from some folks in this hall that there are no instances of children being denied food in school based on
ability to pay. Yet, data has been repeatedly presented in our committee. Does the representative want us to
parade hungry children through the halls? The federal school meals program requires that students in need be
fed at district expense. Many students are stigmatized by awareness of their poverty and do not show up for
meals. Is this what we want for our children? Many school staff purchase food regularly to provide snacks for
needy children quietly. These are kind actions, and I honor the education people who do that, but they are not
systemic solutions. It is our state responsibility and our moral obligation to address the needs of hungry children
in an organized, thoughtful, thorough way. To blindly deny that there is food insecurity in New Hampshire
does not make it go away. The fiscal note for House Bill 665 is markedly overstated because it is calculated for
both breakfast and lunch meals to be provided, but the bill only requires that one meal be made available. If
the less expensive but equally nutritious valuable meal served is breakfast, the actual cost is 35% of the fiscal
note, or under 17 million dollars. We can prioritize that money if we value our children’s well-being. At least
nine states, including our neighbors in Maine and Vermont, provide universal free school meals. This bill is
much more moderate than universal meals while meeting the most urgent needs of the children. Please join
me in pressing the red button so a better motion can be made for our children.

Speaker Steven Smith: Representative Popovici-Muller is recognized to speak for the committee report.
Representative Popovici-Muller: Thank You Mr. Speaker, distinguished colleagues. The bottom line is that
this bill will spend over 48 million dollars a year, even though, as my colleague just acknowledged, I was going
to say no testimony was provided over the last three years about any specific instances of kids being denied food
because of their inability to pay. I do acknowledge that there are people who may have a hard time making the
necessary, you know, providing the necessary meals for their kids outside school, but this is a bill about what
happens inside schools. And inside schools, kids go to the lunch counter or the breakfast counter, and they get
their meal, whether they can pay for it or not. Now, this would make a 100-million-dollar impact on our state
budget. I'm not on the Finance Committee because I like to say, hey, what’s a hundred million dollars between
friends? Every expense that we try to put in the budget needs to be justified. Our failure to try to find even
some data to support this bill shows that it is not a good bill. It fails to be justified and therefore I would urge
everybody to support the ITL motion from committee, in order to be fiscally responsible. Thank you.

Speaker Steven Smith: The question is on the Majority Committee Report of Inexpedient to Legislate on
House Bill 665. Representative Luneau requests a roll call. Is that sufficiently seconded? It is sufficiently
seconded. This will be a roll call vote. Members take your seats. Most of these are going to be roll calls. The
question is on the Majority Committee Report of Inexpedient to Legislate on House Bill 665. Representative
Weinstein is recognized for parliamentary inquiry.
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Representative Weinstein: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. If I know that food insecurity hurts learning and costs the
state more, as my colleague so well-articulated in her remarks, and I know that the need in New Hampshire is
growing, not shrinking, due to rising costs in nearly every category from housing to groceries to health care, and I
know that this bill meets a basic moral responsibility by ensuring that our most vulnerable students get at least
one free school meal, then would I now press the red button so that a better motion can be made? Thank you.
Speaker Steven Smith: Representative Ladd is recognized for parliamentary inquiry.

Representative Ladd: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. If I know the fiscal note attached to this bill projects
a sizable and indeterminable fiscal liability for local schools and an additional 48 million dollars amount to the
state for estimated breakfast and lunch costs, and if I further know this bill includes open warrant language for
the department to draw from the Education Trust Fund, additional funds to make all necessary payments, and
lastly, if I know over 30 schools do not participate in the lunch and breakfast programs, however, based upon
wording in this bill, the state will be required to pay the cost for all qualifying students, would I then press the
green button understanding if HB 665 passes, taxpayers will face significant revenue and affordability challenges?
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker Steven Smith: The question is on the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate on
House Bill 665. This is a roll call vote. If you're in favor, press the green button. If opposed, press the red.
Voting stations are open for 30 seconds. Have all members present had the opportunity to vote? The House
will attend to the state of the vote. With 189 in the affirmative, 158 in the negative, the report is adopted.

DEBATE ON SB 204-FN-A

Representative Damon: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, good afternoon. I would like to start with some gratitude
that my meals are not uncertain, and an acknowledgement that that’s probably true for most of us here,
and probably close to 100% of us enjoyed more than one holiday feast recently. Let’s keep that gratitude in
mind, folks. SB, 204 is a bipartisan Senate bill that passed on a voice vote on the other side of the wall, it is
the most moderate of the several efforts to address the very real issue of food insecurity in children. So let’s
be clear what the facts are, what this proposes to do, why it matters, and what the real costs are. SB 204 is
an opt in bill. Nothing is required. It allows school districts to provide free school meals to students whose
family income is less than 200% of the federal poverty level. The current federal meals program provides free
meals at 130% of FPL. Federal Poverty Level for a family of four is $64,300 annually, which I am sure you
can imagine, is inadequate to cover basic living expenses no matter how carefully you budget. SB 204 requires
the state to reimburse half of the cost of meals not covered in the federal program, and the local districts who
opt in to be responsible for the remaining 50%. It provides administrative support to districts to create online
applications for free and reduced meals. And finally, it provides funds for the online application software
needed. The fiscal note, like the bill before this presumes that all eligible students will eat both breakfast
and lunch every single school day. We know that schools don’t have 100% attendance, and we know from
USDA data that 45% of eligible students eat breakfast on any given day, and about 70% of eligible students
eat lunch on a given day. So when the numbers are corrected to recognize those factors, the true expense is
$4.3 million; 60% less than the fiscal note. So why would we support this? Online applications decrease error
rates and lower administrative costs. Students who are reliably and adequately fed perform better academi-
cally and have fewer behavioral issues, and I will not repeat all of what I told you on the last bill. Kids are
not responsible for their economic status. This is a small investment with great economic value to retain kids
productively in school so they successfully become future wage earners. The majority report recognizes that
funding programs outside the budget require corresponding reductions elsewhere. I agree it is morally and
compassionately unacceptable to many that we would subsidize sending children of affluent families to the
schools of their choice, while poor children in public schools go hungry. We are asking for less than $5 million
when the EFA budget has no limit. I urge you to respect the thoughtful, pragmatic, bipartisan work on this bill
in the other chamber and press the red button so a better motion can be made. The kids are counting on you.
Speaker Steven Smith: Representative Dan McGuire is recognized to speak for the committee report.

Representative Dan McGuire: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This bill is extremely similar to the one we just
defeated. It’s on the same subject. It’s a little bit less money, but it’s essentially the same topic. So, the reasons
for voting against it are essentially the same. It’s, it’s still millions of dollars that we simply don’t have at
this time. But there’s some additional considerations, because this is a Senate Bill. Normally, when a bill like
this passes over there, they would then include it with the budget in HB 2, and they would fund it; especially
because they had a lot more money to spend than we did, right? We had this bill, we chose not to fund it in
the budget, they had the bill, they chose not to fund it in the budget. They chose not to bring it up during
budget time, when we had money to spend, and when we could do tradeoffs between this spending and other
spending, okay? So, this bypassed the budget process until we come to today, when we don’t have any money
left. All the money that we had has been spent. Okay, secondly, the bill itself is written poorly in the sense
that if we were to pass it today, it would go to the governor, and it has things in it like it claims that there’s
a biennium ending June 30% of this year, right? In financial terms, our biennium ends June 30* of 2027; not
2026 as this bill states. So therefore, according to the fiscal note, all the money in the bill would lapse on June
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30" of this year, right? So, so essentially, there’d be no time to spend this money before it lapses, all right?
And it has an effective date of July, 1* of last year, for example. There are other sorts of technical problems
that make this bill not ready to pass at this time. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker Steven Smith: Does the member yield for a question? The member does not yield. Alrighty, the
question is on the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate on Senate Bill 204, Representative
Luneau requests a roll call. Is that sufficiently seconded? It is sufficiently seconded. This will be a roll call
vote. Members take your seats. The question is on the majority committee report of an Inexpedient to Legislate
on Senate Bill 204. Representative Chretien is recognized for a parliamentary inquiry.

Representative Chretien: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Please listen. If I know that this is about children’s brain
development and physical health, and if I know that many are going through an economic crisis that affects
food insecurity and causes issues with a child’s behavior, ability to focus and lack of stamina, and finally, if
I know that this representative has seen this year after year working in the school setting, may I ask you to
press the red button so we can give all children a better chance to succeed? Thank you.

Speaker Steven Smith: Representative Brown’s recognized for parliamentary inquiry.

Representative Pam Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. If I know that the other body did not include the
millions of dollars required for SB 204, and I also know that state revenues are projected to be limited, and I
also know that 25% of SNAP benefits are spent on junk food, would I now push the green button to vote ITL
as the committee recommended.

Speaker Steven Smith: The question is on the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate on
Senate Bill 204. This is a roll call vote. If you’re in favor, you will keep your mouth shut and press the green
button. If you’re opposed, you’ll do the same and press the red button. 30 seconds. Have all members present
had the opportunity to vote? The House will attend to the state of the vote. 183 in the affirmative, 161 in the
negative, the committee report is adopted.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT'D

HB 131, requiring school boards to develop and enact policies regarding personal cell phone use in schools.
MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Kristin Noble for the Majority of Education Policy and Administration. The original bill was related to
cell phone use but was not needed due to the passage of other legislation. The bill was amended by the com-
mittee with a non-germane amendment with House-passed language from SB 210 on bullying and cyber bul-
lying. In addition, the amendment addresses retaliation; requires all staff, coaches, and bus drivers to report
incidences of bullying; calls for notification of parents about steps to prevent further bullying of their child
after an incident; and requires a conference with an alleged bully and their parents about impacts of bullying.
SB 210 stalled last spring because the Senate wanted to study bullying. Our committee and the House last
spring said we need to take action. We ask that you repeat that call to action. Vote 10-8.

Rep. Muriel Hall for the Minority of Education Policy and Administration. There is no question that address-
ing bullying and cyberbullying in our schools is important. However, this non-germane amendment is fraught
with concerns and is clearly not the solution. It includes suspensions and expulsion for disciplinary action,
regardless of age or disability. Furthermore, this legislation removes the definition of bullying as defined in
current statute, includes a provision for conferences without parental participation, has a chilling effect on
educators with the threat of code of conduct violations, and takes away local control from school districts.
Strategies that have been proven to work in our schools, such as those identified in MTSS-B (a multi-tiered
system of support for behavioral health and wellness) should be the focus of remediation and not exclusion-
ary school disciplinary practices. The minority supports legislation that would establish a study committee
to collaborate on best practices to reduce bullying in our schools.

Majority Amendment (3071h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to bullying and cyberbullying prevention.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Education; Pupil Safety and Violence Prevention. RSA 193-F:4 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:

I. Bullying or cyberbullying shall occur when an action or communication as defined in RSA 193-F:3:

(a) Occurs on, or is delivered to, school property or a school-sponsored activity or event on or off school
property; or

(b) Occurs off of school property or outside of a school-sponsored activity or event, if the conduct in-
terferes with a pupil’s educational opportunities or substantially disrupts the orderly operations of the school
or school-sponsored activity or event.

I1. The school board of each school district and the board of trustees of a chartered public school shall,
no later than 6 months after the effective date of this section, adopt a written policy prohibiting bullying and
cyberbullying. Such policy shall include the definitions set forth in RSA 193-F:3. The policy shall contain, at
a minimum, the following components:
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(a) A statement prohibiting bullying or cyberbullying of a pupil.

(b) A statement prohibiting retaliation or false accusations against a victim, witness, or anyone else
who in good faith provides information about an act of bullying or cyberbullying and, at the time a report is
made, a process for developing, as needed, a plan to protect pupils from retaliation.

(¢) A requirement that all pupils are protected regardless of their status under the law.

(d) A statement that there shall be disciplinary consequences or interventions, or both, for a pupil who
commits an act of bullying or cyberbullying, or falsely accuses another of the same as a means of retaliation
or reprisal.

(e) A statement indicating how the policy shall be made known to school employees, regular school
volunteers, pupils, parents, legal guardians, or employees of a company under contract to a school, school
district, or chartered public school. Methods of communication may include, but are not limited to, handbooks,
websites, newsletters, and workshops.

(f) A procedure for reporting bullying, cyberbullying, or retaliation that identifies all persons to whom
a pupil or another person may report bullying, cyberbullying, or retaliation. The procedure shall be included
in the student handbook.

(g) A procedure outlining the internal reporting requirements within the school or school district or
chartered public school.

(h) A requirement that school staff members, coaches and bus drivers report incidents of bullying to
the school principal or other school personnel as outlined in district reporting requirements.

(i) A procedure for notification, within 48 hours of the incident report, to the parent or parents or
guardian of a victim of bullying or cyberbullying and the parent or parents or guardian of the perpetrator
of the bullying or cyberbullying. The content of the notification shall comply with the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. 1232g and the measures being taken to ensure the safety of the student
who has been bullied and to prevent further acts of bullying. School officials will provide an alleged victim
with a written copy of their rights, protections, and support services available.

(G) A provision that the superintendent or designee may, within the 48-hour period, grant the school
principal or designee a waiver from the notification requirement if the superintendent or designee deems
such waiver to be in the best interest of the victim or perpetrator. Notification of parents may be waived for
no longer than 5 school days except for cases of bullying and/or cyberbullying across multiple school districts.
Any such waiver granted shall be in writing. Granting of a waiver shall not negate the school’s responsibility
to adhere to the remainder of its approved written policy.

(k) A written procedure for investigation of reports, to be initiated within 5 school days of the reported
incident, identifying either the principal or the principal’s designee as the person responsible for the investigation
and the manner and time period in which the results of the investigation shall be documented. The superinten-
dent or designee may grant in writing an extension of the time period for the investigation and documentation
of reports for up to an additional 7 school days, if necessary. The superintendent or superintendent’s designee
shall notify in writing all parties involved of the granting of an extension and the reason for the extension. The
alleged victim’s parents or guardians shall be notified of the investigation, extension, and the reason for the
extension. In cases of bullying and/or cyberbullying across multiple school districts, the principals or designees
of all districts involved shall be responsible for conducting an investigation and shall collaborate. In such cases,
the investigation shall be initiated by the principal or designee of the first district to learn of the incident. In
cases of bullying and/or cyber bullying across multiple states, the principal or designee of the first district located
within New Hampshire to learn of the incident shall contact the attorney general’s office.

(D) A requirement that the principal or designee develop a response to remediate any substantiated incident
of bullying, cyberbullying, or retaliation, including imposing discipline if appropriate, to reduce the risk of future
incidents and, where deemed appropriate, to offer assistance to the victim or perpetrator. When indicated, the
principal or designee shall recommend a strategy for protecting all pupils from retaliation of any kind.

(m) A requirement that the principal or designee conduct a conference with the perpetrator, the parent
or parents or guardian or guardians of the perpetrator, and applicable school personnel for age-appropriate
discussion that includes at a minimum the impacts of bullying. The conference shall occur even if the parent
or parents or guardian or guardians decline to participate or fail to attend.

(n) A requirement that the principal or designee report all substantiated incidents of bullying, cyber-
bullying, or retaliation to the superintendent or designee.

(o) A written procedure for communication with the parent or parents or guardian of victims and
perpetrators regarding the school’s remedies and assistance, within the boundaries of applicable state and
federal law. This communication shall occur within 10 school days of completion of the investigation.

(p) Identification, by job title, of school officials responsible for ensuring that the policy is implemented.

ITI. The department of education may develop a model policy in accordance with the requirements set
forth in this chapter which may be used by schools, school districts, and chartered public schools as a basis
for adopting a local policy.
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IV. A school board or board of trustees of a chartered public school shall, to the greatest extent practicable,
involve pupils, parents, administrators, school staff, school volunteers, community representatives, and local law
enforcement agencies in the process of developing the policy. The policy shall be adopted by all public schools
within the school district and, to the extent possible, the policy should be integrated with the school’s curriculum.
The policy shall be integrated into discipline policies, behavior programs, and other violence prevention efforts.

V. By January 1, 2027, each public school district and chartered public school shall make available a
report or link to a report on how their policy has been integrated into the school’s curriculum, discipline poli-
cies, behavior programs, and other violence prevention efforts. The report or link shall be provided to office
of commissioner in the department, chair of the state board of education, the senate president, speaker of the
house and members of the house and senate education committees.

VI. It shall be a violation of the educator code of conduct to intentionally violate the district internal
reporting requirements, submit inaccurate or false information, fail to adhere to the timelines in this section,
or commit an act of retaliation against a reporter of bullying or cyberbullying or against a parent.

VII. Students who have admitted to or been found to have engaged in harassment, intimidation, retali-
ation or bullying shall be subject to disciplinary action, including suspension and expulsion. Any student
determined to have submitted a false report of harassment, intimidation, or bullying is also subject to disci-
plinary action, including suspension and expulsion.

2 Education; Pupil Safety and Violence Prevention; Reporting. Amend RSA 193-F:6, II to read as follows:

IT. The department of education shall prepare an annual report of substantiated incidents of bullying,
cyberbullying, or retaliation in the schools. The report shall include the number and types of such incidents
in the schools and number of waivers granted for parental notification, number of waivers granted
for investigation extensions, number of out-of-state cyberbullying cases reported, investigated, and
reported to the attorney general’s office. The report shall be submitted to the president of the senate,
the speaker of the house of representatives, and the chairpersons of the house and senate education commit-
tees. The department of education shall assist school districts with recommendations for appropriate actions
to address identified problems with pupil safety and violence prevention.

3 Education; Pupil Safety and Violence Prevention; Private Right of Action Permitted. Amend RSA 193-F:9
to read as follows:

193-F:9 Private Right of Action Permitted. Any person aggrieved as a result of gross negligence or willful
misconduct in violation of any provision of RSA 193-F:4 may initiate an action against a school district or
chartered public school and may recover court costs and reasonable attorney’s fees as the prevailing party.
For the purposes of this chapter, “[gross] negligence” means [deliberate-indifference] the failure to behave
with the level of care that a reasonable person would have exercised under the same circumstances.
Nothing in this section shall supercede or replace existing rights or remedies under any other law.

4 Prospective Repeal. RSA 193-F:4, V, relative to public school districts and chartered public schools making
reports available on how their antibullying policies have been integrated into the school’s curriculum, is repealed.

5 Repeal. RSA 193-F:3, I(b), relative to the definition of bullying, is repealed.

6 Effective Date.

I. Section 4 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2027.

I1. The remainder of this act shall take effect 30 days after its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill:

I. Amends the meaning of “negligence” as it applies to bullying and cyberbullying.

I1. Requires the department of education to report the number of waivers granted for parental notification,
number of waivers granted for investigation extensions, and the number of out-of-state cyberbullying cases
reported and investigated.

ITI. Requires antibullying procedure to be included in the student handbook and that alleged victims get
a written copy of their rights, protections, and support services available to them.

Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Hall spoke against.

Rep. Freeman spoke in favor.

Rep. Cornell requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 190 - NAYS 149

YEAS - 190
BELKNAP

Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell
Freeman, Lisa Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Ploszaj, Tom Terry, Paul
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Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane

Erf, Keith
Giasson, Henry
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Notter, Jeanine
Peeples, Raymond
Prout, Andrew
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian

Ball, Lorie
Bryer, Scott
DeVito, Sayra
Edwards, Jess
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli
Lynn, Bob
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Roy, Terry
Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Judy

Burroughs, Anita
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Belcher, Mike
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Drew, Matt
Flanagan, Jack
Gorski, Ted
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Ohm, Bill
Petrigno, Peter
Reinfurt, Sherri
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya
Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Girard, Dale
Aron, Michael

Paige, David

CARROLL
Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard

CHESHIRE
Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer
COO0Ss
Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James
GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH

Barbour, Liz

Cole, Brian
Dumont, Dillon
Griffin, Gerald
Gould, Linda
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Murphy, Nancy
Paquette, Kathleen
Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Emesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Thibault, James

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John

Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt

Summers, James
Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

STRAFFORD

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip
NAYS - 149

CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

MacDonald, John
Taylor, Brian

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Georges, Mary
Herbert, Christopher
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie
Noble, Kristin
Pauer, Diane
Proulx, Mark
Rung, Rosemarie
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Wood, Clayton

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert

Kuttab, Katelyn

Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David

Perez, Kristine
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Selby, Donald
Sweeney, Joe
Vandecasteele, Susan
Weyler, Kenneth

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Hemingway, Wayne
Spilsbury, Walter

Woodcock, Stephen



Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Raymond, Heather
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen

Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Snodgrass, Jim

Balboni, Peggy
Grote, Jaci
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Turer, Eric

Bay, Luz

Gilmore, Gary
LaMontagne, Jessica
Schmidt, Peter
Pearson, Wayne

Sullivan, Brian
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Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Newell, Jodi

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Beauchemin, Paige
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grund, Stephanie
Jack, Martin
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric
Newsom, James
Sargent, Gregory
Soucy, Timothy

de Vries, Erica
Murray, Kate
Mandelbaum, Jennifer
Read, Ellen

Ward, Gerald

Bixby, Peter
Horrigan, Timothy
Larochelle, John
Selig, Loren
Wade, Alice

Cloutier, John

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
O'Rorke, Terri

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jeudy, Jean

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Preece, David
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana

Hicks, Matthew
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Paige, Mark
Manos, Zoe
Scherr, Buzz
Weinstein, Toni

STRAFFORD
Burton, Wayne
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas
Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope
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Fox, Dru
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Newman, Ray
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Kelly, Eileen
Lane, Connie
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

Gilman, Julie
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Sorensen, Carrie

Butler, Billie
Johnson, Erik
Miller, Seth
Stone, John

Palmer, William

and the majority committee report was adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading.

HB 360, prohibiting public schools from performing diagnostic tests or surgical procedures, or prescribing
pharmaceutical drugs. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDI-
ENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Kristin Noble for the Majority of Education Policy and Administration. The amendment eliminates
diagnostic tests from both the title and body of the bill as it had become a challenge to clearly define. It also
adds that contracted health care providers, in addition to those directly employed by the school district, shall
not perform surgical procedures or prescribe pharmaceutical drugs on school grounds. School-based health
centers (SBHCs) have operated across the United States for decades, with thousands of public schools na-
tionwide providing an array of services including primary care, prescription medications, and contraceptive
methods such as implantable devices (e.g., Nexplanon). New Hampshire is one of the last states where SBHCs
are not widely available. As amended, this legislation seeks to prevent public schools from functioning as
comprehensive medical facilities, thereby preserving their sole purpose: the education of children. Vote 10-8.
Rep. Patricia Cornell for the Minority of Education Policy and Administration. The minority is opposed to this
bill as amended, prohibiting public schools from performing surgical procedures or prescribing pharmaceuti-
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cal drugs. No child in New Hampshire is having or has had a surgical procedure or been prescribed drugs in
a public school. Written permission by a parent or guardian is needed to dispense even an aspirin to a child,
or to dispense medication prescribed by the child’s own physician. This bill is vague and may result in unin-
tended consequences. Is removing a splinter a surgical procedure? This bill is being depicted as preventative

but in fact is a bill in search of a problem.

Majority Amendment (3057h)

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT prohibiting public schools from performing surgical procedures or prescribing pharmaceutical

drugs.

Amend RSA 200:27, II as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:

II. Nothing in this section shall allow any school physician or nurse, or other health care
provider employed or contracted by the school district, to perform surgical procedures or prescribe

pharmaceutical drugs on school grounds.
AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill prohibits public schools from performing surgical procedures or prescribing pharmaceutical drugs.

Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

Rep. Woodcock spoke against.
Rep. Noble spoke in favor.
Rep. Cornell requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 183 - NAYS 155

YEAS - 183
BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Comtois, Barbara
Freeman, Lisa Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Ploszaj, Tom
CARROLL

Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Andrus, Louise
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian

Belcher, Mike
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Drew, Matt
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie

Notter, Jeanine
Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard
CHESHIRE
Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer
COO0S

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH

Barbour, Liz
Cole, Brian
Dumont, Dillon
Griffin, Gerald
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Emesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Thibault, James

Dumais, Russell
Terry, Paul

MacDonald, John
Taylor, Brian

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Wood, Clayton



Ball, Lorie
Mannion, Dennis
Drago, Mike
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa

Mandelbaum, Jennifer

McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Michael

Coker, Matthew

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Jeudy, Jean

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy

Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen

Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Snodgrass, Jim

Balboni, Peggy
Gilman, Julie
Maggiore, Jim
Muns, Chris
Turer, Eric
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Bennett, Cindy
Thomas, Douglas
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John

Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt

Summers, James
Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Newell, Jodi

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Beauchemin, Paige
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric
Newsom, James
Sargent, Gregory
Soucy, Timothy

Bridle, Nicholas
Grote, Jaci
Malloy, Dennis
Read, Ellen
Ward, Gerald

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Edwards, Jess
Janigian, John

Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David

Perez, Kristine
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Selby, Donald
Sweeney, Joe
Vandecasteele, Susan
Weyler, Kenneth

STRAFFORD

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN

Hemingway, Wayne
Spilsbury, Walter

NAYS - 155
BELKNAP

CARROLL

McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
O'Rorke, Terri

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana

Hicks, Matthew
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

de Vries, Erica
Murray, Kate
Manos, Zoe
Scherr, Buzz
Weinstein, Toni

Bryer, Scott
Donnelly, Tanya
Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian

Popovici-Muller, Daniel

Roy, Terry
Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary

Harriott-Gathright, Linda

Jack, Martin
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Kelly, Eileen
Lane, Connie
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

Edgar, Michael
Paige, Mark
Meuse, David
Sorensen, Carrie
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STRAFFORD
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Burton, Wayne Butler, Billie
Gilmore, Gary Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Johnson, Erik
LaMontagne, Jessica Larochelle, John Smith, Marjorie Miller, Seth
Schmidt, Peter Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Stone, John
Pearson, Wayne Wade, Alice Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Girard, Dale

Palmer, William
and the majority committee report was adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading.

MOTION TO PRINT DEBATE

Rep. Wendy Thomas moved that the debate on HB 360, prohibiting public schools from performing surgical
procedures or prescribing pharmaceutical drugs, be printed in the Permanent Journal.
Without objection, the Speaker ordered.

DEBATE ON HB 360

Representative Woodcock: Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker. In this chamber, the majority party has spo-
ken for the past several years that New Hampshire already has way too many laws, and we don’t need
to continue to add more to this list; especially laws that are not necessary, or those that attempt to solve
a problem that doesn’t exist. HB 360 fits both of those concerns. First, no, I repeat, no school in New
Hampshire provides, nor have they ever provided the services that this law would prohibit. The committee
heard hearsay testimony about an alleged problem way up in rural Maine, but no factual information or
data. This bill, as amended, has zero relevance to New Hampshire. The bill isn’t necessary and there is
no problem that HB 360 as amended would solve, and we surely don’t need to add another not needed law
to the plethora of ones that already exist. I ask that you vote red on HB 330 as amended. Mr. Speaker, I
request a roll call, please.

Speaker Packard: The chair recognizes Representative Noble.

Representative Noble: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, school-based health clinics have been around for decades.
There are thousands across the country. New Hampshire is the last state for these to be implemented. They
can offer a wide variety of services, such as primary care, mental health services, sexual health services,
gender affirming care, and even care for family members. It varies from state to state. These can be funded
by federal grants as well as state and local funding. The bill is aimed at stopping this from taking hold
in New Hampshire. As amended, it prohibits surgeries such as minor surgery for birth control implants
and prohibits the prescribing of pharmaceutical drugs on school grounds. At a school-based health clinic
in Maine, a student was prescribed Zoloft. The student’s father found the pills in his daughter’s backpack.
They were in a plastic bag, no labels, no child resistant container, no parental knowledge or consent. When
he complained about it, he ended up getting a visit from CPS. We must prevent the further medicalization
of our local schools but also prevent them from becoming community schools where the entire community is
served at the expense of taxpayers. Schools are not meant to be medical facilities. They have one purpose,
and that is to educate children. Please vote yes. Thank you.

Speaker Packard: The motion before is majority committee report of Ought to Pass as Amended on House
Bill 360. A roll call has been requested by Representative Cornell. Is that sufficiently seconded? It is suffi-
ciently seconded. This will be a roll call vote. Members, take your seats. The motion before us is the majority
committee report of Ought to Pass as Amended on House Bill 360. This is a roll call vote. The chair recognizes
Representative Cornell for parliamentary inquiry.

Representative Cornell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, if I know that no student attending a public school in
New Hampshire has had a surgical procedure or been prescribed medication by a school nurse or school
physician, and if I know that school districts have strict policies governing the duties of school nurses which
do not include performing surgeries or prescribing medications, would I now press the red button to kill this
unnecessary bill.

Speaker Packard: The chair recognizes Representative McDonald.

Representative Wayne McDonald: Thanks again, Mr. Speaker. If I know that teachers are not doctors, and
also if I know that school nurses are not pharmacists, and finally, if I know that classrooms are not operating
rooms and they shouldn’t be, would I press the green button to ensure New Hampshire schools remain places
of learning and do not turn into surgical centers like we have seen in neighboring states.

Speaker Packard: The House will be in order. The motion before us is the majority committee report of
ought to pass as amended on House Bill 360. This is a roll call vote. If you’re in favor, you’ll press the green
button. If you’re opposed, you'll press the red button. Voting stations are open for 30 seconds. Have all mem-
bers present had the opportunity to vote? The House will attend to the state of the vote. 183 voting Yea, 155
voting Nay, the committee report is adopted.
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REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 564, relative to the adoption of school administrative unit budgets. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS.
MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Margaret Drye for the Majority of Education Policy and Administration. This bill revises the budget adop-
tion process for school administrative units (SAUs) by requiring that the SAU budget be a separate warrant
article at a district’s annual meeting. The bill has provisions for both single-district and multi-district SAUs.
Superintendents are some of the highest paid employees in New Hampshire public schools. SAU budgets do
not necessarily break out salary and operating costs in a way that is easily visible to the average voter. Even
if information on SAU budgets may be available on SAU websites or at deliberative sessions, the budget is
not voted on as a separate article. This bill ensures all SAUs propose a known, transparent SAU budget as
a separate warrant article. While the Committee to Study Reducing the Number of School Administrative
Units in the State has submitted its report, any changes or consolidations will not happen soon. This bill
helps provide transparency and accountability in the interim. Vote 11-7.

Rep. Megan Murray for the Minority of Education Policy and Administration. The minority of the committee
has grave concerns with legislation that is eroding the local control of a process that otherwise has been deeply
rooted in communities through traditional town/school meetings and/or SB 2 school/town deliberative processes
and within locally elected boards. This bill never had a second committee hearing in either the Election Law
Committee or Judiciary Committee to discuss the potential impacts of voter disenfranchisement that could occur
as a result. Additionally, RSA 194-C:9, IV(b) of the proposed bill states, “(b) The adjusted budget in the warrant
article . . . shall not include any pay increases, any benefits cost increases associated with pay increases, any
new positions, or any new services that were not in the previous year’s approved budget.” There is very vague
language in the bill when referring to the prohibition of “new services;” it is unclear if that refers to a school
administrative unit expense that is closer in nature to something like a new printer repair company changing
within the district, or if the suggested language means something more broad and disallows a district from
entering into new services that would involve learners, curriculum, or special education needs.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass.
Rep. Bricchi spoke against.

Rep. Drye spoke in favor and yielded to questions.

Rep. Cornell requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 191 - NAYS 148

YEAS - 191

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara
Dumais, Russell Freeman, Lisa Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Ploszaj, Tom
Terry, Paul

CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Hamblen, Joseph MacDonald, John

Smith, Jonathan

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
McFarlane, Donald

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane
Dupont, Pierre
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Paquette, Kathleen

Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Rhodes, Jennifer

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Beaulier, Calvin
Sullivan, Jared
Sellers, John

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Darby, Will

Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Pauer, Diane

Brown, Richard

CHESHIRE

Karasinski, Sly
Thackston, Dick

COOSs

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick

HILLSBOROUGH

Barbour, Liz

Cole, Brian

Drew, Matt
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie

Notter, Jeanine
Peeples, Raymond

Taylor, Brian

Mattson, Rita

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise

Louis, Darrell

Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dumont, Dillon
Griffin, Gerald
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Post, Lisa
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Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

Aures, Cyril
McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie

Bryer, Scott

Donnelly, Tanya
Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica

Pearson, Mark
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Roy, Terry

Soti, Julius

Sytek, John
Vandecasteele, Susan
Weyler, Kenneth

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Germana, Nicholas
Qualey, James

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Murray, Alissandra
Chretien, Suzanne
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel
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Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

McGuire, Carol
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Drago, Mike
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Mandelbaum, Jennifer
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Hall, Robley

Girard, Dale
Aron, Michael

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Newell, Jodi
Weber, Lucy

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Muirhead, Russell
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Cornell, Patricia
Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

MERRIMACK

Cambrils, Jose
Gonzalez, Ernesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
Thomas, Douglas
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John

Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt

Summers, James
Tudor, Paul
Vose, Michael

STRAFFORD

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Turcotte, Len

SULLIVAN

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

NAYS - 148

CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
O'Rorke, Terri

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Oppel, Thomas
Sykes, George

HILLSBOROUGH

Budathoki, Suraj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jack, Martin
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

Colby, Eleana
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Edwards, Jess
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David

Perez, Kristine
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Selby, Donald
Sweeney, Joe
Vallone, Mark
MacDonald, Wayne

DeRoy, Susan
Larochelle, John
Walker, David

Hemingway, Wayne
Smith, Steven

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Cormen, Thomas
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen

Chourasia, Manoj
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Jeudy, Jean
Foxx, Loren
Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy
Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew
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MERRIMACK
Bricchi, Tracy Caplan, Tony Kelly, Eileen Ebel, Karen
Gallager, Eric Hicks, Matthew Lane, Connie Hall, Muriel
Newsom, James Payeur, Stephanie Richards, Beth Roesener, James
Sargent, Gregory Schamberg, Thomas Schultz, Kris Snodgrass, Jim
Soucy, Timothy Wallner, Mary Jane Woods, Gary
ROCKINGHAM
Balboni, Peggy de Vries, Erica Edgar, Michael Gilman, Julie
Grote, Jaci Murray, Kate Paige, Mark Maggiore, Jim
Malloy, Dennis Manos, Zoe Meuse, David Muns, Chris
Read, Ellen Scherr, Buzz Sorensen, Carrie Turer, Eric
Ward, Gerald Weinstein, Toni
STRAFFORD
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Burton, Wayne Butler, Billie
Gilmore, Gary Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Johnson, Erik
LaMontagne, Jessica Smith, Marjorie Miller, Seth Schmidt, Peter
Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Stone, John Pearson, Wayne
Wade, Alice Wall, Janet
SULLIVAN
Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Palmer, William

and the majority committee report was adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading.

HB 709-FN, allowing parents or guardians to admit their children into any school district where they pay
any property or school district taxes. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY:
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Valerie McDonnell for the Majority of Education Policy and Administration. The amended bill permits
students to attend any school district in which their parent/guardian pays property taxes, provided such
parent/guardian resides in New Hampshire. Although the amended bill does not remove school district en-
rollment boundaries, the bipartisan majority believes that loosening arbitrary geographic restraints would
increase academic opportunities. Finally, the majority believes increased proficiency and a greater overall joy
of learning would result. Vote 11-7.

Rep. Muriel Hall for the Minority of Education Policy and Administration. Allowing parents or guardians to
enroll their children in any school district where they pay property or school district taxes is problematic. This
open enrollment legislation creates a two-tier system where access is determined less by community ties and
more by the ability to pay taxes in multiple places. Since legal residence would now be any place where the
parents pay property taxes, a legal residence for a minor could be a vacant piece of land in another community.
This could have serious financial implications for individual school districts. Unanticipated special education
costs could lead to higher taxes for those communities impacted. This legislation is once again furthering the
divide between the haves and have-nots. The minority believes that adequately funding our schools should
be the first step to ensuring educational equity and opportunity.

Majority Amendment (3073h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Education; Pupils; School Attendance; Legal Residence Required; Definition of Residency. Amend RSA
193:12, II(a) to read as follows:
(a) In the case of a minor, legal residence is where his or her parents reside or pay property or
school district taxes, provided his or her parents reside in New Hampshire, except that:

(1) If the parents live apart and are not divorced, legal residence is the residence of the parent with
whom the child resides, or where such parent pays property or school district taxes, provided his or
her parents reside in New Hampshire.

(2)(A) In a divorce decree where parents are awarded joint decision making responsibility or joint
legal custody, the legal residence of a minor child is the residence of the parent with whom the child resides
or where such parent pays property or school district taxes, provided such parent resides in New
Hampshire. In a divorce decree, or parenting plan developed pursuant to RSA 461-A, a child’s legal residence
[for-school-attendancepurposes] may be the school district in which either parent resides or pays property
or school district taxes, provided such parent resides in New Hampshire, and provided the parents
agree in writing to the district the child will attend and each parent furnishes a copy of the agreement to
the school district [in-which-theparentresides]. The parents shall update their parenting plan to reflect this
agreement. If a parent is awarded sole or primary residential responsibility or physical custody by a court
of competent jurisdiction in this or any other state, legal residence of a minor child is the residence of the
parent who has sole or primary residential responsibility or physical custody, or where such parent pays
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property or school district taxes, provided such parent resides in New Hampshire. If the parent with
sole or primary physical custody lives outside the state of New Hampshire, the pupil does not have residence
in New Hampshire. If the court order is for equal or approximately equal periods of residential responsibil-
ity, the child’s legal residence for school attendance purposes shall be as stated in the order. If a child is in
a court-ordered residential placement, foster home, or group home pursuant to RSA 169-B, RSA 169-C, RSA
169-D, RSA 170-C, or RSA 463, residence shall be determined in accordance with RSA 193:28.

(B) Nothing in this subparagraph shall require a school district to provide transportation for a
child to another school in the school district in which the child resides, or beyond the designated attendance
area for the school to which the child is assigned, or beyond the geographical limits of the school district in
which the child resides.

(3) If the minor is in the custody of a legal guardian appointed by a New Hampshire court of
competent jurisdiction or a court of competent jurisdiction in another state, territory, or country, legal
residence is where the guardian resides or pays property or school district taxes, provided his or her
parents reside in New Hampshire. If the department of health and human services has been appointed
legal guardian, the residence of the minor is where the child is placed by the department or the court. Legal
guardianship shall not be appointed solely for the purpose of allowing a pupil to attend school in a district
other than the district of residence of the minor’s parent or parents. Whenever a petition for guardianship
or legal custody is filed in a court of competent jurisdiction on behalf of a relative of a child, other than a
parent, the child shall be permitted to attend school in the district in which the relative of the child resides,
or pays property or school district taxes, provided his or her parents reside in New Hampshire,
pending a court determination relative to custody or guardianship.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Hall spoke against.

Rep. Burnham spoke in favor.

Rep. Cornell requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 182 - NAYS 159

YEAS - 182
BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell
Freeman, Lisa Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Ploszaj, Tom Terry, Paul
CARROLL

Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane

Erf, Keith

Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Paquette, Kathleen
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Belcher, Mike
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Drew, Matt
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Labrie, Brian
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Pauer, Diane
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard
CHESHIRE
Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer
COO0Ss

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH

Barbour, Liz

Cole, Brian
Dumont, Dillon
Griffin, Gerald
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Peeples, Raymond
Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

MacDonald, John
Taylor, Brian

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
Long, Patrick
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Post, Lisa
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert



Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Ball, Lorie

Mannion, Dennis
Drago, Mike

Harb, Robert

Kuttab, Katelyn

Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David

Perez, Kristine
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Selby, Donald
Sweeney, Joe
Vandecasteele, Susan
Weyler, Kenneth

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Michael

Coker, Matthew

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Almy, Susan
Fellows, Sallie
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

Murray, Alissandra
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Jeudy, Jean

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen
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McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Emesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Bennett, Cindy
Thomas, Douglas
Dunn, Ron
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Roy, Terry

Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Baldwin, Heather
Fracht, David
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Beauchemin, Paige
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric

MERRIMACK

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Edwards, Jess
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael

STRAFFORD

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN
Hemingway, Wayne
Smith, Steven

NAYS - 159
BELKNAP

CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana
Hicks, Matthew

McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bryer, Scott
Donnelly, Tanya
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt
Summers, James
Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri

Cormen, Thomas
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jack, Martin
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Staub, Kathy

Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Kelly, Eileen
Lane, Connie
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Hall, Muriel Newsom, James Payeur, Stephanie Richards, Beth
Roesener, James Sargent, Gregory Schamberg, Thomas Schultz, Kris
Snodgrass, Jim Soucy, Timothy Wallner, Mary Jane Woods, Gary
ROCKINGHAM

Balboni, Peggy Bridle, Nicholas de Vries, Erica Edgar, Michael
Gilman, Julie Grote, Jaci Guthrie, Joseph Murray, Kate
Paige, Mark Maggiore, Jim Malloy, Dennis Mandelbaum, Jennifer
Manos, Zoe Meuse, David Muns, Chris Read, Ellen
Scherr, Buzz Simpson, Alexis Sorensen, Carrie Turer, Eric
Vallone, Mark Ward, Gerald Weinstein, Toni

STRAFFORD
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Burton, Wayne Butler, Billie
Gilmore, Gary Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Johnson, Erik
LaMontagne, Jessica Larochelle, John Smith, Marjorie Miller, Seth
Schmidt, Peter Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Stone, John
Pearson, Wayne Wade, Alice Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Girard, Dale

Palmer, William
and the majority committee report was adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading.

HB 748-FN, establishing a local education freedom account program. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Kristin Noble for the Majority of Education Policy and Administration. The majority of the committee
is supportive of the concept of locally-funded education freedom accounts. We saw issues with the legislation
related to grant amounts, mechanics of separate state and local programs, provision of services to a child
with special needs, and other issues. The amended bill establishes a study committee to look at all the issues
related to the program in anticipation of new legislation in the future. Vote 10-8.

Rep. Patricia Cornell for the Minority of Education Policy and Administration. The minority feels this bill, as
amended, which seeks to establish a committee to study the establishment of a local education freedom account
program, should be voted Inexpedient to Legislate. Universal Education Freedom Accounts (EFAs) were just
passed last session, already resulting in a cost of $12.3 million over budget. Additionally, the percentage of
low-income families, who the program was intended to benefit, dropped from 37% last school year to 19% this
school year. We do not know if the program is successful; the performance audit will not be presented until
next summer. When the original bill was presented last session, the online response was 25 in support and
2,637 opposed. Our constituents do not want this program to be paid for out of, and in all likelihood increase,
our local property taxes.

Majority Amendment (3078h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT establishing a committee to study the establishment of a local education freedom account program.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Committee Established. There is established a committee to study the establishment of a local education
freedom account program.
2 Membership and Compensation.
I. The members of the committee shall be as follows:
(a) Four members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of represen-
tatives.
(b) One member of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.
I1. Legislative members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to
the duties of the committee.
3 Duties. The committee shall study the following:
I. The feasibility of locally funded education freedom accounts and management the program including
student eligibility.
II. Funding of the program and amounts of the program grants.
ITI. Provision of services to program children with special needs.
IV. Allowable expenses to be paid from local education freedom accounts.
V. Eligibility on local account students for other similar programs including state funded education
freedom accounts and tax credit scholarships.
VI. Program accountability and transparency.
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4 Chairperson; Quorum. The members of the study committee shall elect a chairperson from among the
members. The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the first-named house member. The first
meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section. Three members of
the committee shall constitute a quorum.

5 Report. The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation
to the speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, and the governor on or before
November 1, 2026.

6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill establishes a committee to study the establishment of a local education freedom account program.

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Noble moved that HB 748-FN, establishing a local education freedom account program, be laid on the table.
Motion was adopted.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

SB 33-FN, relative to the regulation of public school materials. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH
AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Kristin Noble for the Majority of Education Policy and Administration. The amendment to the bill
largely keeps the challenge process intact except for removing the requirement that challenged material
be made available at the front desk of the school. The amendment adds the definitions and criteria from
last session’s HB 324. This provides clear guidance for school boards to make an objective decision with
criteria that sets a high bar for challenged material to be removed. The amendment removes the K-12
exemption for private justifiable dissemination of obscene material by changing it to higher education
only. This bill, as amended, keeps the decision local. In the opinion of the majority, minors should not
have access to pornography in their public school libraries nor should taxpayers be paying for such a
thing. This is not a book banning bill. If an obscene book is removed from the library, the parents are
free to purchase it elsewhere. Vote 10-8.

Rep. Loren Selig for the Minority of Education Policy and Administration. The minority of the committee op-
poses this renewed attempt to block a First Amendment right by creating new ways for people to ban books.
Governor Ayotte stated, “I do not believe the State of New Hampshire needs to, nor should it, engage in the
role of addressing questions of literary value or appropriateness.” Further, there is already a path for a parent/
guardian to opt their own child out of reading material they find objectionable without this bill. In addition,
school boards must approve all public school materials and anyone can go to their local school board to request
that a specific book not be part of their district’s materials. Even with the more explicit terms defined in this
new amendment, the minority of the committee agrees with the Governor in rejecting any further attempt to
ban books and supports Inexpedient to Legislate.

Majority Amendment (3079h)

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Short Title. This act shall be known as the “Right To Challenge Act.”

2 New Subdivision; Prohibition of Materials Harmful to Minors in Schools. Amend RSA 189 by inserting
after section 74 the following new subdivision:
Prohibition of Materials Harmful to Minors in Schools

189:74-a Prohibition of Materials Harmful to Minors in Schools.

I. For purposes of this section:

(a) “Material” means any printed matter, visual presentation, web-based content, live performance,
or sound recording, including but not limited to books, magazines, motion picture films or videos, pamphlets,
phonographic records, pictures, drawings, photographs, figures, statues, plays, dances, or other representations
that are provided by the school district or by school employees, volunteers, guests, or speakers.

(b) “Nudity” means the showing of the human male or female genitals, pubic area, or buttocks
with less than a fully opaque covering; or the showing of the female breast with less than a full opaque
covering of any portion thereof below the top of the nipple; or the depiction of covered male genitals in a
discernibly turgid state. A mother’s breastfeeding of her baby shall not under any circumstance constitute
nudity, irrespective of whether or not the nipple is covered during or incidental to feeding.

(c) “Sexual conduct” shall mean actual or simulated sexual intercourse, deviate sexual intercourse,
sexual bestiality, masturbation, or sadomasochistic abuse; actual or simulated lewd exhibition of the genitals;
actual physical contact with a person’s clothed or unclothed genitals, pubic area, buttock, or, if such person
is female, breast with the intent to arouse or gratify the sexual desire of either party; or any act or conduct
which constitutes sexual assault or simulates that sexual assault is being or will be committed. A mother’s
breastfeeding of her baby shall not under any circumstance constitute sexual conduct.



148 7 JANUARY 2026 HOUSE RECORD

(d) “Sadomasochistic abuse” means flagellation or torture by or upon a person or animal, or the condi-
tion of being fettered, bound, or otherwise physically restrained, for the purpose of deriving sexual satisfaction,
or satisfaction brought about as a result of sadistic violence, from inflicting harm on another or receiving such
harm oneself.

(e) “Sexual excitement” means the condition of the human male or female genitals when in a state of
sexual stimulation or arousal.

(f) Material is harmful to minors when:

(1) Taken as a whole, it predominantly appeals to the prurient, shameful, or morbid interest of
minors;

(2) The material depicts or describes nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement, or sadomasochistic
abuse in a manner that is patently offensive to prevailing standards in the adult community with respect to
what is suitable for minors;

(3) The material lacks serious literary, scientific, medical, artistic, or political value to minors; and

(4) The material is inappropriate to the age of the minors to whom it is being made available or
presented.

I1. No later than September 1, 2026, each local school board shall adopt a policy describing the materials
that are not authorized to be used by, circulated to, and/or accessed by, students in the local school district.
The policy shall be posted on the district website.

ITI. No later than September 1, 2026, each local school board shall adopt a procedure to be used to
address complaints submitted by parents or guardians alleging that material that is harmful to minors,
age-inappropriate, or otherwise offensive or inappropriate for use in the child’s school. The policy shall be
posted on the district website. At a minimum, the complaint resolution process shall provide that:

(a) Complaints be submitted in writing to the principal of the school where the student is enrolled,
contain a reasonably detailed description of the material that is alleged to be harmful to minors, and propose
an action to be taken by the school district relative to the material.

(b) The school principal or designee take reasonable steps to investigate the allegations in the com-
plaint, including, but not limited to, reviewing the material complained of, meeting with the parent or guardian
who submitted the complaint in person, or communicating with the parent or guardian by email or telephone,
within 10 school days of receipt of the complaint.

(c¢) The school principal or designee determine whether the material that is the subject of the complaint
is harmful to minors, age-inappropriate, or otherwise offensive or inappropriate for use in the child’s school
or for use in the context in which the material is being used.

(d) The school principal or designee, within 15 school days of receipt of the complaint, determine whether
student access to, or use of, the material that is the subject of the complaint will remain in place without change,
be removed, be restricted, be modified, or have other action taken with respect to the material.

(e) The school principal or designee, within 5 calendar days of making the determination required in
subparagraph (d), provide a written response to the complainant explaining his or her decision, which includes:

(1) Whether the material has been determined to be harmful to minors, age-inappropriate, or oth-
erwise offensive or inappropriate for use in the child’s school;

(2) A description of why the principal or designee reached his or her conclusions; and

(3) An explanation of the value the principal or designee finds the material provides.

(f) The complainant may appeal the determination of the principal or designee to the school board
within 20 calendar days of receipt of the determination of the principal or designee, or at the next regularly
scheduled meeting of the school board, whichever comes first.

(g) The local school board shall permit the parent or guardian to be heard as part of the agenda at a
regularly scheduled board meeting.

(h) Within 15 calendar days of the meeting at which the appeal is heard, the local school board issue
a written decision that:

(1) Is signed by all school board members voting in the majority to affirm, reverse or modify the
decision of the principal;

(2) Contains a certification signed by each school board member affirming that before voting on the
matter, the school board member has personally familiarized himself or herself with the with the material
in question; and

(3) Describes the reason or reasons for the school board’s decision with reference to:

(A) Whether the material has been determined to be harmful to minors, age-inappropriate, or
otherwise offensive or inappropriate for use in the child’s school;

(B) A description of why the school board reached its conclusions; and

(C) An explanation of the value the school board finds the material provides.

IV. All decisions of the principal or designee and the school board, and any communications relating
thereto, shall be considered public records pursuant to RSA 91-A.
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3 Justifiable and Non-Commercial Private Dissemination. Amend RSA 650:4, I to read as follows:
I. Institutions or persons having scientific, higher educational, governmental or other similar justification
for possessing obscene material; or
4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

The question being adoption of the majority committee amendment.
On a division vote, with 175 members having voted in the affirmative, and 150 in the negative, the majority
committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Kluger spoke against.
Rep. Litchfield spoke in favor and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 181 - NAYS 157

Bean, Harry
Freeman, Lisa

Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Ball, Lorie
Mannion, Dennis
Drago, Mike

Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David

Perez, Kristine

Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine

Selby, Donald

Bogert, Steven
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet

Belcher, Mike
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Drew, Matt
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie

Notter, Jeanine
Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Eresto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Bennett, Cindy
Thomas, Douglas
Dunn, Ron
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Roy, Terry

Sofi, Julius

YEAS - 181
BELKNAP

Comtois, Barbara
Ploszaj, Tom

CARROLL
Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard

CHESHIRE
Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer

COO0Ss

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH

Barbour, Liz
Cole, Brian
Dumont, Dillon
Griffin, Gerald
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

MERRIMACK

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Edwards, Jess

Katsakiores, Phyllis

Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark

McMahon, Charles

Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James

Dumais, Russell
Terry, Paul

MacDonald, John

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bryer, Scott
Donnelly, Tanya
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John

Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt

Summers, James
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Sweeney, Joe
Vandecasteele, Susan
Weyler, Kenneth

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Michael

Burroughs, Anita
Woodcock, Stephen

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Almy, Susan
Fracht, David
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

Murray, Alissandra
Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary

Harriott-Gathright, Linda

Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry

Valil, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen

Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Snodgrass, Jim

Balboni, Peggy
Gilman, Julie
Paige, Mark
Manos, Zoe
Scherr, Buzz
Vallone, Mark

Bay, Luz

Gilmore, Gary
LaMontagne, Jessica
Schmidt, Peter
Pearson, Wayne

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William
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Sytek, John
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Baldwin, Heather
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Oppel, Thomas
Sykes, George

Beauchemin, Paige
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim

Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric
Newsom, James
Sargent, Gregory
Soucy, Timothy

Bridle, Nicholas
Grote, Jaci
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

Bixby, Peter
Horrigan, Timothy
Larochelle, John
Selig, Loren
Wade, Alice

Cloutier, John

Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael

STRAFFORD

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN

Hemingway, Wayne
Smith, Steven

NAYS - 157
CARROLL

McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen

HILLSBOROUGH

Booras, Efstathia
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana

Hicks, Matthew
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

de Vries, Erica
Guthrie, Joseph
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Sorensen, Carrie
Weinstein, Toni

STRAFFORD

Burton, Wayne
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas
Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Taylor, Brian

Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri

Cormen, Thomas
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Kelly, Eileen
Lane, Connie
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

Edgar, Michael
Murray, Kate
Mandelbaum, Jennifer
Read, Ellen

Turer, Eric

Butler, Billie
Johnson, Erik
Miller, Seth
Stone, John

Girard, Dale

and the majority committee report was adopted, and the bill was ordered to third reading.
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SB 34, relative to parental consent for student participation in Medicaid to schools program. MAJORITY:
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Kristin Noble for the Majority of Education Policy and Administration. Federal law requires a one-time
parental consent to be obtained to access a child’s Medicaid benefits for the billing of services. States are
permitted to regulate beyond that to ensure transparency and to protect against fraud. This bill, as amended,
adds annual reporting to legislative committees and would require parental consent for each new service a
child receives. This is consistent with services obtained outside of a school setting, where a parent would be
present to provide consent. In the opinion of the majority, parents should be involved in all aspects of their
child’s education, including knowledge of all services received. This bill was recommended by the Committee
to Study Consent and Confidentiality Laws Applicable to Adolescent and Young Adult Health Care in New
Hampshire. Vote 10-8.

Rep. Megan Murray for the Minority of Education Policy and Administration. The minority of the committee
would like to make it clear that Individualized Education Program (IEP) teams are the group of individuals
who ensure a collaborative approach between parents, a student, and their teaching team, in making adequate
progress toward their agreed upon learning goals for the learner. Under no circumstances are IEP teams re-
sponsible for verifying whether a student is eligible to pursue benefits under the Medicaid to Schools programs.
In fact, this legislation misses the point, as one single permissive signature is all that is necessary to simply
permit a district in sharing that a student may be eligible for Medicaid, but ultimately that determination
sits outside of an TEP team. Federal law states that only one signature is necessary annually by a parent to
inquire whether or not a student’s services are in part, or in whole, eligible for reimbursement as they relate
to Medicaid eligibility requirements. It seems burdensome to add superfluous signatures when they are not
necessary and could hinder the reimbursement processes. If this bill were to go through, this would create
yet another level of reimbursement billing confusion and possibly an interruption in a district’s ability to
simply recoup some of what may be eligible through state and federal funding streams for reimbursement
and stands to penalize the community as a whole by creating more hurdles. New Hampshire has made great
strides in expanding school-based Medicaid services in order to help students receive collaborative services
in schools, and in their least restrictive environment, through school-based and community-based providers
and partnerships. The minority supports the Inexpedient to Legislate motion to ensure streamlined processes
in Medicaid to Schools partnerships with districts.

Majority Amendment (3056h)
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
1 Medicaid to Schools Program; Parental Consent Required. Amend RSA 186-C:25, VII and VIII to read
as follows:

VII. Beginning on September 1, 2018, the commissioner of the department of health and human ser-
vices shall submit an annual report to the senate president, the speaker of the house of representatives,
the chairpersons of the house and senate policy committees with jurisdiction over education, the
chairpersons of the house and senate policy committees with jurisdiction over health and human
services, and the chairpersons of the house and senate finance committees regarding the total cost of the
Medicaid to schools program and the number of students who received services through the program during
the prior school year.

VIII. Written parental consent shall be obtained for each new service provided to a Medicaid en-
rolled child pursuant to RSA 200:27-a. For the purpose of this paragraph and RSA 200:27-a, each new
service shall mean each new Medicaid International Classification of Diseases (ICD) diagnostic code.

IX. The program shall terminate statewide if the federal government or state adopts any policy contrary
to a policy requiring parental control of all medical services provided to children. If a local school district
adopts such a contrary policy, the program shall terminate for that school only.

Amend the bill by replacing section 3 with the following:
3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Megan Murray spoke against.

Rep. Noble spoke in favor.

Rep. Cornell requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 186 - NAYS 155

YEAS - 186
BELKNAP

Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell
Freeman, Lisa Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Ploszaj, Tom Terry, Paul
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CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Hamblen, Joseph MacDonald, John

Smith, Jonathan

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Brown, Richard

CHESHIRE

Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer

Taylor, Brian

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

COOS
Davis, Arnold Durkin, Sean Korzen, Lori Morency, Pete
Ouellet, Mike King, Seth Tierney, James Tremblay, Marc

Barton, Joseph

Beaulier, Calvin

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise

Franz, Linda Ladd, Rick Louis, Darrell McFarlane, Donald
Sellers, John

HILLSBOROUGH
Alexander, Joe Ammon, Keith Barbour, Liz Berry, Ross
Boehm, Ralph Colcombe, Riché Cole, Brian Corcoran, Travis
Kelley, Diane Drew, Matt Dumont, Dillon Dupont, Pierre
Erf, Keith Flanagan, Jack Griffin, Gerald Giasson, Henry
Gorski, Ted Gould, Linda Kenny, Catherine Kesselring, Steven
Kofalt, Jim Labrie, Brian Lascelles, Richard Mazur, Lisa
McLean, Mark Miles, Julie Mooney, Maureen Morton, Jonathan
Noble, Kristin Notter, Jeanine Ohm, Bill Paquette, Kathleen
Pauer, Diane Peeples, Raymond Post, Lisa Proulx, Mark
Prout, Andrew Reinfurt, Sherri Rice, Kimberly Schneller, John
Scully, Kevin Sheehan, Vanessa Slottje, Jeremy Suiter, John
Mannion, Tom Ulery, Jordan Warden, Mark Wherry, Robert

MERRIMACK

Aures, Cyril McGuire, Carol Cambrils, Jose McGuire, Dan
Devoid, Ricky Gonzalez, Ernesto Hill, Gregory Leavitt, John

Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond

Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury

Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen

Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian

See, Alvin Walsh, Thomas Thibault, James Wood, Clayton
ROCKINGHAM

Ball, Lorie Bennett, Cindy Bernardy, JD Bridle, Nicholas

Bryer, Scott Mannion, Dennis Thomas, Douglas DeSimone, Debra

Donnelly, Tanya Drago, Mike Dunn, Ron Edwards, Jess
Guthrie, Joseph Guzofski, James Harb, Robert Janigian, John
Katsakiores, Phyllis Khan, Aboul Kuttab, Katelyn Walsh, Lilli
Layon, Erica Litchfield, Melissa Love, David Lynn, Bob
Pearson, Mark Mandelbaum, Jennifer Markell, Jay McDonnell, Valerie
McGrath, Linda McMahon, Charles Melvin, Charles Milz, David
Nadeau, Brian Osborne, Jason Brown, Pam Perez, Kristine
Popovici-Muller, Daniel Porcelli, Susan Potucek, John Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Roy, Terry Pearson, Stephen Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt Selby, Donald
Soti, Julius Spillane, James Summers, James Sweeney, Joe
Sytek, John Tripp, Richard Tudor, Paul Vandecasteele, Susan
Verville, Kevin Vose, Michael MacDonald, Wayne Weyler, Kenneth
Wilson, Vicki
STRAFFORD

Bailey, Glenn Burnham, Claudine DelLemus, Susan DeRoy, Susan
Farrington, Samuel Granger, Michael Kaczynski, Thomas Potenza, Kelley
Hall, Robley Turcotte, Len Walker, David

SULLIVAN
Drye, Margaret Girard, Dale Grant, George Hemingway, Wayne
Aron, Judy Aron, Michael Rollins, Skip Smith, Steven
Spilsbury, Walter

NAYS - 155

CARROLL

Burroughs, Anita Paige, David McAleer, Chris Woodcock, Stephen



Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Almy, Susan
Fracht, David
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Murray, Alissandra
Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen

Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Snodgrass, Jim

Balboni, Peggy
Grote, Jaci
Malloy, Dennis
Read, Ellen
Turer, Eric

Bay, Luz

Gilmore, Gary
LaMontagne, Jessica
Schmidt, Peter
Pearson, Wayne

Sullivan, Brian
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Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Baldwin, Heather

Hakken-Phillips, Mary

Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

Beauchemin, Paige
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim

Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric
Newsom, James
Sargent, Gregory
Soucy, Timothy

de Vries, Erica
Murray, Kate
Manos, Zoe
Scherr, Buzz
Vallone, Mark

Bixby, Peter
Horrigan, Timothy
Larochelle, John
Selig, Loren
Wade, Alice

Cloutier, John

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

HILLSBOROUGH

Booras, Efstathia
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana

Hicks, Matthew
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Paige, Mark
Meuse, David
Simpson, Alexis
Ward, Gerald

STRAFFORD
Burton, Wayne
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas
Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope
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Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri

Cormen, Thomas
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Kelly, Eileen
Lane, Connie
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

Gilman, Julie
Maggiore, Jim
Muns, Chris
Sorensen, Carrie
Weinstein, Toni

Butler, Billie
Johnson, Erik
Miller, Seth
Stone, John

Palmer, William

and the majority committee report was adopted, and the bill was ordered to third reading.

CACR 4, relating to voting eligibility. Providing that only legal resident citizens who are at least 18 years of
age or older who reside in the place they claim as a domicile shall be eligible voters. MAJORITY: OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Ross Berry for the Majority of Election Law. As amended, this bill clarifies the long-standing principle
that a voter must genuinely live in the community where they cast a ballot. Granite staters expect that when
they vote, they are joined by their actual friends and neighbors—not individuals who temporarily establish
“domicile” for the sole purpose of voting. The amendment removes the vague citizenship language and focuses
solely on residency, while a separate bill addressing citizenship requirements has been introduced for the
second session. Seasonal residents and others who legitimately keep New Hampshire as their home for voting

purposes would remain eligible. Vote 10-7.

Rep. Russell Muirhead for the Minority of Election Law. This bill is poorly crafted and will introduce needless
confusion in the administration of New Hampshire elections. The proposed amendment to the NH Constitution
states that only those who “actually reside in the place they claim as domicile” can vote in New Hampshire, but
it does not define what “actually reside” means. Would this exclude those who live in Florida between November
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and March, but who intend to return to New Hampshire in April? Perhaps not, since such citizens do not “actu-
ally reside” in New Hampshire when November elections take place. The proposed amendment would not solve
any known issues or problems with NH election administration but would introduce ambiguities and confusions
that would threaten to deprive citizens of their right to vote. For that reason the minority opposes Ought to Pass.

Majority Amendment (2937h)
Amend the resolution by replacing all after the resolving clause with the following:

I. That article 11 of the first part of the constitution be amended to read as follows:

[Art.] 11 [Elections and Elective Franchises.] All elections are to be free, and every [inhabitant] legal resident
of the state of 18 years of age and upwards shall have an equal right to vote in any election. Every person shall
be considered [an-inhabitant] a qualified voter for the purposes of voting in the town, ward, or unincorporated
place where he has his domicile only if they are 18 years of age and upwards and actually reside in the
place they claim as a domicile. No person shall have the right to vote under the constitution of this state who
has been convicted of treason, bribery or any willful violation of the election laws of this state or of the United
States; but the supreme court may, on notice to the attorney general, restore the privilege to vote to any person
who may have forfeited it by conviction of such offenses. The general court shall provide by law for voting by
qualified voters who at the time of the biennial or state elections, or of the primary elections therefor, or of city
elections, or of town elections by official ballot, are absent from the city or town of which they are inhabitants,
or who by reason of physical disability are unable to vote in person, in the choice of any officer or officers to be
elected or upon any question submitted at such election. Voting registration and polling places shall be easily
accessible to all persons including disabled and elderly persons who are otherwise qualified to vote in the choice
of any officer or officers to be elected or upon any question submitted at such election. The right to vote shall
not be denied to any person because of the nonpayment of any tax. Every inhabitant of the state, having the
proper qualifications, has an equal right to be elected into office.

I1. That the above amendment proposed to the constitution be submitted to the qualified voters of the
state at the state general election to be held in November, 2026.

ITI. That the selectmen of all towns, cities, wards and places in the state are directed to insert in their
warrants for the said 2026 election an article to the following effect: To decide whether the amendments of
the constitution proposed by the 2025 session of the general court shall be approved.

IV. That the wording of the question put to the qualified voters shall be:

“Are you in favor of amending article 11 of the first part of the constitution to read as follows:

[Art.] 11 [Elections and Elective Franchises.] All elections are to be free, and every legal resident of the
state of 18 years of age and upwards shall have an equal right to vote in any election. Every person shall be
considered a qualified voter for the purposes of voting in the town, ward, or unincorporated place where he
has his domicile only if they are 18 years of age and upward and actually reside in the place they claim as a
domicile. No person shall have the right to vote under the constitution of this state who has been convicted
of treason, bribery or any willful violation of the election laws of this state or of the United States; but the
supreme court may, on notice to the attorney general, restore the privilege to vote to any person who may
have forfeited it by conviction of such offenses. The general court shall provide by law for voting by qualified
voters who at the time of the biennial or state elections, or of the primary elections therefor, or of city elec-
tions, or of town elections by official ballot, are absent from the city or town of which they are inhabitants,
or who by reason of physical disability are unable to vote in person, in the choice of any officer or officers to
be elected or upon any question submitted at such election. Voting registration and polling places shall be
easily accessible to all persons including disabled and elderly persons who are otherwise qualified to vote in
the choice of any officer or officers to be elected or upon any question submitted at such election. The right to
vote shall not be denied to any person because of the nonpayment of any tax. Every inhabitant of the state,
having the proper qualifications, has an equal right to be elected into office.”

V. That the secretary of state shall print the question to be submitted on a separate ballot with other
constitutional questions or on the official ballot. The ballot containing the question shall include 2 ovals next
to the question allowing the voter to vote “Yes” or “No.” If no oval is marked, the ballot shall not be counted
on the question. The outside of the ballot shall be the same as the regular official ballot except that the words
“Questions Relating to Constitutional Amendments proposed by the 2025 General Court” shall be printed in
bold type at the top of the ballot.

VI. That if the proposed amendment is approved by 2/3 of those voting on the amendment, it becomes
effective when the governor proclaims its adoption.

VII. Voters’ Guide.

AT THE PRESENT TIME, the constitution guarantees the right of all inhabitants of the state who
are 18 years or older to vote in the place in which they are domiciled.

IF THE AMENDMENT IS ADOPTED, the constitution will guarantee the right of all legal residents
who are 18 years or older to vote in the place they claim as domicile, so long as they actually reside in the
place they claim as domicile.
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AMENDED ANALYSIS
This constitutional amendment concurrent resolution would amend the constitution to recognize the right
of all legal residents who are 18 years or older to vote in the place they claim as domicile, so long as they
actually reside in the place they claim as domicile.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Wherry spoke in favor and yielded to questions.

Rep. Muirhead spoke against

Rep. Lane requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell
Terry, Paul

Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
Quellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Ball, Lorie

Bryer, Scott
Donnelly, Tanya
Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael

YEAS 184 - NAYS 157

Bogert, Steven
Freeman, Lisa

Belcher, Mike
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

YEAS - 184
BELKNAP
Coker, Matthew

Harvey-Bolia, Juliet

CARROLL

Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard

CHESHIRE

Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer

COOS
Durkin, Sean Korzen, Lori
King, Seth Tierney, James
GRAFTON

Beaulier, Calvin Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH
Ammon, Keith Barbour, Liz
Colcombe, Riché Cole, Brian
Drew, Matt Dumont, Dillon
Flanagan, Jack Griffin, Gerald
Gould, Linda Kenny, Catherine
Labrie, Brian Lascelles, Richard
Miles, Julie Mooney, Maureen

Notter, Jeanine
Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Ernesto
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Drago, Mike
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt
Summers, James
Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Ohm, Bill
Post, Lisa
Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

MERRIMACK

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
Thomas, Douglas
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David

Perez, Kristine

Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine

Selby, Donald
Sweeney, Joe

Vandecasteele, Susan

Weyler, Kenneth

Comtois, Barbara
Ploszaj, Tom

MacDonald, John

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise

McFarlane, Donald

Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Edwards, Jess
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian

Popovici-Muller, Daniel

Roy, Terry
Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
Verville, Kevin
Wilson, Vicki
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Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Michael

Burroughs, Anita
Woodcock, Stephen

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Almy, Susan
Fracht, David
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Murray, Alissandra
Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Jack, Martin

Foxx, Loren

Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen

Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Snodgrass, Jim

Balboni, Peggy
Grote, Jaci
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Sorensen, Carrie

Bay, Luz

Gilmore, Gary
LaMontagne, Jessica
Schmidt, Peter
Pearson, Wayne

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William

and the majority committee report failed lacking the necessary three-fifths vote.
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Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Baldwin, Heather
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

Beauchemin, Paige
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim

Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric
Newsom, James
Sargent, Gregory
Soucy, Timothy

de Vries, Erica
Murray, Kate
Mandelbaum, Jennifer
Read, Ellen

Turer, Eric

Bixby, Peter
Horrigan, Timothy
Larochelle, John
Selig, Loren
Wade, Alice

Cloutier, John

STRAFFORD

DelLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN

Hemingway, Wayne
Smith, Steven

NAYS - 157
CARROLL

McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

HILLSBOROUGH

Booras, Efstathia
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana

Hicks, Matthew
Payeur, Stephanie
Schamberg, Thomas
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Paige, Mark
Manos, Zoe
Scherr, Buzz
Ward, Gerald

STRAFFORD

Burton, Wayne
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas
Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Taylor, Brian

Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri

Cormen, Thomas
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Herbert, Christopher
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Kelly, Eileen
Lane, Connie
Richards, Beth
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

Gilman, Julie
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Simpson, Alexis
Weinstein, Toni

Butler, Billie
Johnson, Erik
Miller, Seth
Stone, John

Girard, Dale
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(Rep. Steven Smith in the Chair)
REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 158, relative to public inspection of absentee ballot lists. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY:
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Ross Berry for the Majority of Election Law. This bill strengthens transparency and public confidence
in New Hampshire’s elections by ensuring that absentee ballot lists—already maintained by law—are
available for timely public inspection. Under current RSA 657:15, clerks must keep orderly lists of all
applicants to whom absentee ballots have been sent. This bill simply modernizes this process by making
those lists accessible 60 days after the election, with appropriate protections for individuals with valid
protective orders. This strikes the right balance between transparency and personal safety. Vote 10-7.
Rep. Russell Muirhead for the Minority of Election Law. This bill would force clerks to reveal the identities of
New Hampshire citizens who voted by absentee ballot, thus violating the privacy and imperiling the security
of citizens who voted by absentee ballot. One concrete worry animating the minority is that the bill would
allow those with nefarious motives to discover which homes have been vacated for the winter, and to target
those homes for theft. As it stands the bill needs more refining before it is ready for passage.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass.

Rep. Muirhead spoke against.

Rep. Burnham spoke in favor.

On a division vote, with 179 members having voted in the affirmative, and 157 in the negative, the majority
committee report was adopted, and the bill was ordered to third reading.

HB 317, preventing a supervisor of the checklist from verifying a person’s identity without identification,
even if they personally know that person. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Ross Berry for the Majority of Election Law. This bill closes a loophole in New Hampshire’s voter ID law
that allows an election official to let someone vote simply by claiming personal knowledge of the individual.
This practice circumvents widely supported voter ID requirements, is vulnerable to abuse, and is nearly
impossible to verify independently. When voters cast a ballot, they should present identification—plain and
simple and that is the standard the majority seeks to uphold. Vote 10-7.

Rep. Gerald Ward for the Minority of Election Law. This unnecessary bill eliminates the longstanding (albeit
very rarely used) ability of some election officials to recognize registered and qualified voters at the polls by
sight and personal knowledge. It is the classic bill that is a solution in search of a problem; it also takes a
needless swipe at the integrity of our outstanding election officials. No testimony was offered to suggest that
this procedure has ever been misused, and one could argue that an identification based on personal knowledge
is more reliable than one reliant on a bit of plastic that often has a less than flattering image. The bill is yet
another attempt to throw a roadblock in the face of a qualified (but perhaps forgetful) voter, who may have
left their ID at home inadvertently.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass.
On a division vote, with 187 members having voted in the affirmative, and 150 in the negative, the majority
committee report was adopted, and the bill was ordered to third reading.

HB 323, requiring the presentation of a government-issued photographic means of identification in order to vote.
MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Ross Berry for the Majority of Election Law. This bill, as amended, clarifies that only official government-
issued identification may be used to meet New Hampshire’s voter ID requirement. This change removes col-
lege IDs from the list of acceptable documents because they are not issued by a governmental authority and
often lack uniform security standards. Testimony also showed that not all college IDs across the state were
accepted consistently, further underscoring their unreliability. For New Hampshire’s voter ID law to remain
secure and credible, the identification used must come from an official entity that meets the standards voters
expect. Vote 10-7.

Rep. Russell Muirhead for the Minority of Election Law. This bill would prohibit photo identification cards
such as student identification cards to prove identity for the purpose of voting. Proving identity is a simple
matter of showing that one is the person one says one is — it is not about proving citizenship or residence.
It is easy to do with a photo ID card, regardless of whether the ID card is provided by an employer or a uni-
versity in New Hampshire. Prohibiting university identifications and employer identifications increases the
burden on citizens of proving they are eligible to vote, in exchange for no public benefit. Voter impersonation
voter-fraud is de minimus. The bill’s sponsors could adduce no case of voter impersonation voter-fraud using
a student or employer identification. Such instances of fraud are perhaps akin to the incidence of witches in
colonial Salem. Given the absence of any public benefit to the proposed legislation and the increased burden
on exercising the most basic right of citizenship, the minority opposes Ought to Pass with Amendment.
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Majority Amendment (2740h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Obtaining a Ballot. Amend RSA 659:13, II to read as follows:

IT.(a) A valid photo identification shall show the name of the individual to whom the identification was
issued, and the name shall substantially conform to the name in the individual’s voter registration record; it
also shall show a photograph of the individual to whom the identification was issued. The photo identifica-
tion shall also have an expiration date that has not been exceeded by a period of more than 5 years, except
that a voter 65 years of age or older may use an otherwise qualified form of identification without regard
to expiration date[;-and-except-that-student-identification—eardsshall-comply-with-the-daterequirements—ir
subparagraph<(5)]. The following forms of identification bearing a photograph of the voter shall satisfy the
identification requirements of paragraph I:

(1) A driver’s license issued by any state or the federal government.

(2) An identification card issued under RSA 260:21, RSA 260:21-a, or RSA 260:21-b or a nondriver’s
identification card issued by the motor vehicles division, department, agency, or office of any other state.

(3) A United States armed services identification card.

(4) A United States passport or passcard.

[ . : . . .

te)] The secretary of state shall provide training for supervisors of the checklist on how the nonpub-
lic data in the statewide centralized voter registration database may be used to satisfy voter identification
requirements.

[teb] (c) The secretary of state shall develop and make available an informational pamphlet explain-
ing the procedure established in RSA 260:21 for obtaining a picture identification card for voter identification
purposes only.

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Newsom spoke against.

Rep. Berry spoke in favor and yielded to questions.

Rep. Lane requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 190 - NAYS 148

YEAS - 190

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara
Dumais, Russell Freeman, Lisa Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Ploszaj, Tom
Terry, Paul

CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Hamblen, Joseph MacDonald, John

Smith, Jonathan

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Brown, Richard

CHESHIRE

Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer

COOSs

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

Taylor, Brian

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc



Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Boehm, Ralph
Kelley, Diane
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Pauer, Diane
Prout, Andrew
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Ball, Lorie

Bryer, Scott
Donnelly, Tanya
Gilman, Julie
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob
McDonnell, Valerie
Milz, David
Packard, Sherman
Potucek, John
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt
Summers, James
Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Potenza, Kelley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Judy

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Almy, Susan
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

Murray, Alissandra
Chourasia, Manoj
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Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Drew, Matt
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie

Notter, Jeanine
Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Ernesto
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Drago, Mike
Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica
Pearson, Mark
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Perez, Kristine

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH

Barbour, Liz
Cole, Brian
Dumont, Dillon
Griffin, Gerald
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

MERRIMACK

Cambrils, Jose
Hicks, Matthew
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury

Walsh, Thomas

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD

Thomas, Douglas
Dunn, Ron

Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul

Litchfield, Melissa
Maggiore, Jim
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Popovici-Muller, Daniel

Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Roy, Terry
Selby, Donald Soti, Julius
Sweeney, Joe Sytek, John
Vandecasteele, Susan Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth Wilson, Vicki
STRAFFORD

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Hall, Robley

Girard, Dale
Aron, Michael

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Baldwin, Heather
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Chretien, Suzanne

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Turcotte, Len

SULLIVAN

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

NAYS - 148
CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

HILLSBOROUGH

Booras, Efstathia
Cornell, Patricia

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

McGuire, Dan
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
Markell, Jay
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael

DeRoy, Susan
Larochelle, John
Walker, David

Hemingway, Wayne
Spilsbury, Walter

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri

Cormen, Thomas
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

159
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Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary

Harriott-Gathright, Linda

Juris, Louis

Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen
Newsom, James
Sargent, Gregory
Wallner, Mary Jane

Balboni, Peggy
Murray, Kate
Manos, Zoe
Scherr, Buzz
Ward, Gerald

Bay, Luz
Gilmore, Gary

LaMontagne, Jessica

Selig, Loren
Wade, Alice

Sullivan, Brian
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DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric
Payeur, Stephanie
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

de Vries, Erica
Paige, Mark
Meuse, David
Simpson, Alexis
Weinstein, Toni

Bixby, Peter
Horrigan, Timothy
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas
Wall, Janet

Cloutier, John

Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana
Lane, Connie
Richards, Beth
Snodgrass, Jim

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Sorensen, Carrie

STRAFFORD

Burton, Wayne
Howland, Allan
Miller, Seth
Stone, John

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Jack, Martin
Foxx, Loren
Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Kelly, Eileen

Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Soucy, Timothy

Grote, Jaci
Mandelbaum, Jennifer
Read, Ellen

Turer, Eric

Butler, Billie
Johnson, Erik
Schmidt, Peter
Pearson, Wayne

Palmer, William

and the majority committee report was adopted, and the bill was ordered to third reading.
Rep. Wheeler voted Nay and intended to vote Yea.

MOTION TO PRINT DEBATE

Rep. Moffett moved that the debate on HB 323, requiring the presentation of a government-issued photo-
graphic means of identification in order to vote, be printed in the Permanent Journal.
Without objection, the Speaker ordered.

DEBATE ON HB 323

Representative Newsom: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Here is yet another Election Law bill that is in search of a
problem. The purported problem is that our elections are rife with fraudulent student IDs at the polls to obtain
ballots that aren’t theirs. The fact is that this problem with people voting with fake student IDs simply does
not exist. With zero cases of voter fraud of this type, this bill will not improve election security. Zero minus zero
is still zero. On the other hand, the reality behind this bill is a blatant attempt to unconstitutionally prohibit
students who are already registered and qualified voters in New Hampshire from exercising their undeniable
constitutional right to vote. Let’s remember that the purpose of showing ID to obtain a ballot is to prove that
the voter is the same person that’s already registered and qualified. I think we can all agree that if a form of
ID is reliable in establishing a registered voter’s identity, it should be allowed. Therefore, we must ask if the
IDs deleted in this bill are reliable or unreliable, how should we measure reliability? I suggest we go with voter
fraud cases. When asked if he was aware of any instances of voter fraud occurring with student ID, the prime
sponsor admitted that he was not aware of any such cases. Zero, zip, zilch. He was not alone in his inability
to cite the problem. The committee and subcommittee heard no testimony whatsoever about fake student IDs
being used to obtain ballots. Zero, zip, zilch. In fact, we heard testimony from a UNH student that IDs may be
more reliable than some forms of government-issued IDs. Testimony included the need for UNH students to be
fingerprinted for their IDs. This process is much more rigorous and much more secure than getting a driver’s
license or other governmental IDs. Without any cases of fraud occurring with student IDs, there is absolutely
no need to change the current law. As a reminder, this bill changes the presentation of IDs to prove identity of
voters who are already registered and proven to be qualified to vote. While this bill will not prevent any voter
fraud whatsoever, these changes might prevent registered and qualified voters in high school or college from
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voting. In addition to reducing civic engagement of our younger constituents, there will undoubtably be lawsuits
filed that could cost the state upwards of $1.5 million to see it through to the Supreme Court. These are un-
necessary and unbudgeted expenses to defend. This is not a fiscally conservative bill. In the end, this bill will
not prevent a single instance of voter fraud. Zero, zip, zilch. And our constituents know this. The committee had
94% of our testimony by our constituents opposing this legislation; showing just how out of touch this bill is with
the voters. For these reasons, OTPA should be defeated, and I request a roll call vote. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Speaker Steven Smith: Representative Berry is recognized to speak for the committee report.
Representative Berry: Thank you, Mister Speaker. I won’t be brief, so if you want to go to the bathroom, it’s
a good time. I'm in the process of reading a book written by the gentleman who’s probably going to give the PI
right now. It’s called Ungoverning. I highly recommend it. I don’t agree with a lot that’s in it, but in chapter 9, he
talks about how democracy has been delegitimized because elections have to have universal suffrage representing
the general will of the people. While the member is going to disagree with everything I say after this, I'd like to
point out that in order to have the general will of the people, you have to know who’s voting in your elections. So,
I kind of want to take everyone on a little history trip on how we’ve got here, right? So, five years ago, I've been
on election law. This will be my sixth year. When I got on election law, in the State of New Hampshire, you could
walk into any polling location in the State of New Hampshire, you can present nothing, nothing. Not an ID, not
a citizenship, not anything. You just signed a piece of paper and they would hand you a ballot. That wasn’t an
“affidavit ballot” or “provisional ballot.” They just gave you a ballot and you went and you voted. And for years,
I had to sit and listen about how like this is the most secure standard ever. It was the gold standard. It was the
best system of all time. Like no, it was a farce. It was a total farce. Since then, the Election Law Committee over
the last five years, not just me by the way, it’s been a collective effort, has made steady progress, right? One of
the biggest whacks at fixing our broken system was HB 1569 where we got rid of the ridiculous signature to vote
requirement. When you look at the polling on this and look at the online comments from not even, you know,
conservative news sources like you know, In-Depth New Hampshire or NH Bulletin where they kind of misalign
some of the stuff that we do. You look at the comments and it’s overwhelmingly in support of voter ID. Why?
Because people like to know who’s voting in their elections. I've made this kind of the cornerstone of trying to get
there to a system where it’s easy to vote and it’s actually not easy to cheat. You know who’s voting in your elec-
tions because I think knowing who’s voting in your elections is just as important as being able to vote in those
elections. You need to know so the outcome is legitimate because if you don’t believe in a legitimate outcome, you’re
going to get some of the things like ungoverning where people don’t believe in the legitimacy of the government.
We just saw a lot of our colleagues were doing a 5™ anniversary of the bad thing that happened five years ago;
it was horrible. Bad things like that don’t happen if you have a process that everyone, everyone can believe in. I
don’t condone what happened five years ago, I'm certainly against it, I've condemned it, and I still do, but I want
to get to a process where we can all say the loser lost, the loser knows that they lost, and the loser can’t question
the legitimacy of an outcome. That brings us today to HB 323, which in my mind, kind of brings us to there is still
some more work to do; brings us to some kind of a logical conclusion of where we’ve been headed which is, in New
Hampshire, to vote, to register to vote, you're going to show an ID and it’s not going to be some, you know, thing
that you can print off of the card reader you can buy on eBay for 20 bucks. It’s going to a legitimate, government
issued ID like it would for anything else. And every argument you hear against this is just ludicrous. It’s like, oh
well, if you need a government issued ID to collect social security, to get on welfare, to do everything; you need an
ID. You need an ID to get on a plane. Like, it’s a part of life. It’'s 2026 now. People have IDs, they want to know
their elections are legitimate and this is the last buttoning up of five years worth of work. So, I ask that the body
vote green and that we kind of finish the job.

Speaker Steven Smith: Does the member yield for a question?

Representative Berry: Yeah, sure. Yeah, sure. Yeah

Speaker Steven Smith: The member yields. You may inquire

Representative Germana: You've talked about the progress you’ve made. You’ve talked about concerns
about an illegitimate process. Can you explain to us the actual, tangible, evidence on which you base your
claim that our previous system resulted in illegitimate electoral results?

Representative Berry: I actually would like to thank the representative from Keene, correct, Keene for
bringing this up. So as election law chair, one of the laws we passed is that I get, every six months, a copy
from the Department of Justice, the Attorney General’s office, a copy of every election law complaint that has
been filed, its status, and its outcome. So, do you want to know how many instances of wrongful voting there
were in 2024 before the, you know can’t sign your name away anymore was? 22. 22 instances of wrongful
voting that have been prosecuted and convicted by the Attorney General in the last year. So, there’s some
evidence that people never talk about. And it kind of like speeding, right? If I told you that on 193 that they
only issued five tickets; that there’s only five instances of speeding on 193, would you believe that? No. You
would laugh me off the stage because you know it’s ridiculous. So, if they caught 22 people using a system
that had as many holes as Swiss cheese, you can imagine that there’s probably a lot more. And I'd like to
point out, thank you for the question again, I'd like to point out, just two years ago, this body was decided by



162 7 JANUARY 2026 HOUSE RECORD

11 votes statewide; 11 votes. So, 22 votes, by the way, could’ve actually upended that. That determined who
got to sit up there, Mr. Speaker. So, you know, yes, I can point to it, and I'm happy to share that uh with
you. Um and by the way, my guess is there’s more. Would anybody else like to ask a question? All right, cool.
Speaker Steven Smith: The House will be in order. Representative Lane has requested a roll call. Is that
sufficiently seconded? That is actually sufficiently seconded. I thought you guys were napping. This will be
a roll call vote. Members take your seats. The question is the majority committee report of Ought to Pass as
Amended on House Bill 323. Representative Muirhead is recognized for a Parliamentary Inquiry.
Representative Muirhead: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. If I knew that this bill is not a bill about whether we
should have IDs and use IDs when we vote, and if I knew that rather this bill is a bill about whether school-
issued IDs, university IDs, or employer issued IDs are sufficient ways of proving that you are who you say you
are, that I might be Russell Muihead and not Kelly Ayotte, and if I knew that though it’s very, very difficult
to disagree with somebody who cites my book so generously but that the logic of the situation compels me to,
then would I press the red button and oppose this bill?

Speaker Steven Smith: Representative Qualey is recognized for a Parliamentary Inquiry.
Representative Qualey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, if I know that only government-issued IDs
should be accepted as a form of ID for voting, would I then press the green button? Thank you.

Speaker Steven Smith: The question is the majority committee report of ought to pass as amended on House
Bill 323. This is a roll call vote. If you're in favor, press the green button. If you're opposed, press the red. Vot-
ing stations are open for 30 seconds. Have all members present had the opportunity to vote? The House will
attend to the state of the vote. 190 in the affirmative, 148 in the negative, the committee report is adopted.

(Speaker Packard in the Chair)
REGULAR CALENDAR CONT’D

HB 463, relative to the composition of the board of recount in elections for the select board and for the school
board. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Ross Berry for the Majority of Election Law. This bill clarifies that candidates for school board office may
not participate in recounts in which they are the candidate whose race is being reviewed. The majority believes
candidates should not count votes for themselves or their opponents — this is common sense. Vote 10-7.

Rep. Russell Muirhead for the Minority of Election Law. This bill is well-motivated but will create logistical
and legal complications for multi-town school districts. Election laws that regulate school board elections
cannot assume that school districts and town districts always coincide, as this bill assumes. For that reason
the minority opposes Ought to Pass.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass.

Rep. Muirhead spoke against.

Rep. Wherry spoke in favor.

On a division vote, with 185 members having voted in the affirmative, and 150 in the negative, the majority
committee report was adopted, and the bill was ordered to third reading.

HB 686-FN, requiring a voter to provide identification when requesting an absentee ballot. MAJORITY:
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Ross Berry for the Majority of Election Law. As amended, this bill establishes a “reasonable person”
standard for determining whether a public employee has illegally electioneered while performing their official
duties. With multiple examples across the state of conduct that is inappropriate yet still legal under current
law, the majority believes the statute must be updated to give the Department of Justice clear authority to
prosecute violations as intended. The reasonable person standard is the most practical way to address situa-
tions in which public employees necessarily interact with political matters, and the majority recognizes that
it is impossible to legislate every conceivable scenario. The majority’s view is that any public employee acting
in good faith will have reasonable leeway to conduct legitimate business while understanding that they must
not, in the course of their duties, place a thumb on the scale of an election. The majority also firmly believes
that public employees are entitled to their political opinions outside the conduct of their office and may express
those views under the First Amendment—just not while on taxpayer time. Vote 10-7.

Rep. Russell Muirhead for the Minority of Election Law. The original version of this bill has been entirely
replaced by a non-germane amendment that revives a bill that was vetoed in the 2025 session. That bill
expands the legal definition of electioneering in order to address one person’s conflict with employees of one
public library, who circulated an ill-advised opinion poll, the wording of which contained a partisan bias.
While the minority sympathizes with the indignation that this case aroused, it does not think that legislation
is the proper way to deal with one frustrating experience. This legislation will have unintended consequences
that stretch far beyond the single case that motivated it. While the minority appreciates that the majority
has approved amendments that address some of these consequences, the minority does not believe that the
unintended consequences and complications of this bill have been fully mitigated. For that reason the minor-
ity opposes Ought to Pass with Amendment.
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Majority Amendment (2935h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to electioneering by certain public employees.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
1 Electioneering by Public Employees. RSA 659:44-a is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
659:44-a Electioneering by Public Employees.

I. No public employee shall electioneer while in the performance of his or her official duties. For pur-
poses of this section, “public employee” shall have the same meaning as in RSA 273-A:1, IX; except that,
notwithstanding RSA 273-A:1, IX(b), a person appointed to office by the chief executive or legislative body of
the public employer shall be included in the definition of public employee.

I1. No public employee shall use any government property or equipment, including, but not limited to,
telephones, facsimile machines, vehicles, and computers, for electioneering.

II1. For the purposes of this section, “electioneer” is defined according to RSA 652:16-h.

IV. Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor if a natural person, or shall
be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $1,000, if any other person.

2 New Paragraph; Electioneering. Amend RSA 652:16-h by inserting after paragraph II the following new
paragraph:

ITI. Public employees, as defined under RSA 273-A:1, IX(b), (¢), or (d), organizing or conducting surveys
that are expressly or primarily political, meaning that such surveys have a format, questions, or other char-
acteristics that clearly indicate a preference for one or more candidates or political parties in an election or
one or more policies that are reasonably anticipated to be on the ballot or otherwise at issue in an election.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill defines electioneering in relation to certain public employees.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Rep. Berry moved that HB 686-FN, requiring a voter to provide identification when requesting an absentee
ballot, be recommitted to the Committee on Election Law.
Motion was adopted.

REGULAR CALENDAR CONT'D

SB 103-FN-L, relative to the number of polling stations that are available for certain towns. OUGHT TO
PASS WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Ross Berry for Election Law. This bill sets a minimum number of polling locations in a municipality for
every 15,000 registered voters during a presidential election. During the 2024 election, many locations expe-
rienced significant wait times and long lines to vote — well over the recommended maximum of 30 minutes.
The Senate expressed a desire to continue working on the bill, so minor changes were made via the amend-
ment to accommodate that request instead of restarting the process. This bill also includes a relief clause for
large, well-run locations, such as the town of Derry. Vote 17-0.

Amendment (2938h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to the number of polling stations that are available for certain towns and cities during
a general election which includes the election for the office of President of the United States.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 New Section; Presidential Elections; Polling Places. Amend RSA 658 by inserting after section 11 the
following new section:

658:11-a Minimum Number of Polling Places; Presidential Elections.

I. In any general election for the office of President of the United States, each town or city shall provide no
fewer than one polling location for every 15,000 registered voters as reflected on the checklist as of January 1 of
the election year.

IT. A town or city seeking to operate a single polling location serving more than 15,000 registered voters
shall submit a plan to the secretary of state and the attorney general for joint approval. The plan shall address,
at a minimum, the following considerations:

(a) Anticipated traffic flow to and from the polling site.

(b) Availability of law enforcement officers or contracted personnel for traffic management.
(¢c) Number of parking spaces reasonably accessible to voters.

(d) Number of poll books and assigned election workers to assist with voter check-in.

(e) Availability and use of electronic poll books.

(f) Number of ballot-counting devices in operation.
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(g) Number of registration stations and election officials available for same-day registrants.
(h) Any other factors identified by the secretary of state and the attorney general as necessary to
ensure efficient voting and minimize delays.
ITI. The secretary of state and the attorney general may request supplemental information as part of
the review process and may condition approval on specific measures to be in place on election day.
2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 180 days after its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill requires towns and cities to provide at least one polling location for every 15,000 registered voters
in that town or city for general elections that include an election for President of the United States.
Committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted, and the bill was ordered to third reading.

HB 396, exempting meat and meat food products slaughtered and prepared in state for sale in state from
certain inspections. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT
TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Barbara Comtois for the Majority of Environment and Agriculture. This bipartisan bill, as amended, is
especially important to food security here in NH. It lets small scale farmers know that the state will not stop
them from slaughtering amenable species (cows, pigs, goats, and sheep) on-farm and also to allow them to sell
cuts of meat to consumers. This goes against federal U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) law, but this bill
limits activity to intrastate commerce (only in NH). We currently allow on-farm slaughter of rabbits, poultry,
and non-amenable species (bison, elk, red deer), and these can be sold to businesses and consumers and is a
policy that we have not had problems with. However, currently farmers raising amenable species can only sell
a whole or fractional (half or quarter) portion to the consumer, slaughter on-farm and then bring the animal to
the butcher of the customers’ choice, as per federal law. We think that NH farmers should be able to slaughter
an animal on-farm, have it butchered, and sell cuts directly to consumers in NH just like they can for federally
exempted animals (rabbits, poultry, and non-amenable species: (bison, elk, red deer). The majority asks the ques-
tion, what makes slaughter at a USDA facility better or safer than on-farm? We know that an animal is stressed
by transporting it to a slaughter facility and that affects the quality of meat, making it less tender and can also
affect the taste. We also know that USDA facilities do not always act in good faith and that there have been
instances of recalls on meat due to unsanitary conditions and dubious practices. Slaughter at USDA facilities do
not ensure food safety, and we have also heard that sometimes the meat a farmer may receive back might not
even be the animal they brought to the facility. The other problem is the limited availability of slaughter house
scheduling. This bill is important as the federal government has been ignoring the small farming states and
making it harder and harder for us here in NH to have the meat we want from the farmer we want if we only
want to purchase a cut of meat from a farmer. They have not changed the current federal law, despite calls to
do so. This bill requires cuts will be labeled as non-USDA inspected, and the farmer registered at the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, signing a document saying that the farmer understands they could be prosecuted under
federal law. The bill provides guard rails by limiting the amount of meat a farmer can process, and requires
labeling to let the consumer know that it is not USDA inspected and also requires sanitary practices on the
farm. It treats amenable species the same as already USDA exempted species. The majority believes we are a
sovereign state and should be able to buy locally produced food that we want from our local farmers. Vote 9-3.
Rep. Peter Bixby for the Minority of Environment and Agriculture. The bill as amended addresses a serious
problem facing New Hampshire farmers: the capacity to slaughter amenable livestock (cattle, pigs, sheep,
goats) under USDA inspection is significantly limited, so smaller farmers have to schedule slaughter dates over
a year in advance, sometimes before the animals are even born. This bill piggybacks a limited exemption for
amenable livestock onto a state program designed for non-amenable livestock (red deer, elk, bison) that allows
for on-farm slaughter and intrastate sale, a practice that is allowed under federal law. The problem with this
bill is that it allows at the state level a practice for amenable livestock that is explicitly illegal under federal
law. This opens our farmers up to federal legal liability. The bill requires that farmers using this state level
exemption sign a form indicating they are aware of this liability, which has the advantage of making sure
they do not get blindsided by federal consequences, but provides no further protection. The other, perhaps
greater problem, is that farmers cannot get assistance from state agencies like the Department of Agriculture,
Markets and Food (DAMF), the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), or co-operative extension
because the state cannot afford to be complicit with activity that is illegal under federal law.

Majority Amendment (3090h)
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT relative to the processing of beef cows, swine, sheep, and goats at facilities not certified by the
United States Department of Agriculture.

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:
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1 Exemptions; Food Service Licensure. Amend RSA 143-A:5, IX to read as follows:

IX. A farm owned or operated by any person, firm, or corporation that raises bison, elk, [or] red deer, beef
cows, swine, sheep, or goats for human consumption, and the direct sale within this state of the carcasses,
parts, and meat[;-and-meat-food-produets] of such animals, and meat food products of uninspected bison,
elk, or red deer, when slaughtered and processed in accordance with RSA 427:2-a, IV, to the consumer from
such farm, at the producer’s farm stand, and by the producer at farmers’ markets, or when sold to a licensed
restaurant in accordance with RSA 143-A:20.

2 Uninspected Bison, Elk, or Red Deer; Beef Cows, Swine, Sheep, and Goats Included. Amend RSA 143-
A:18 to read as follows:

143-A:18 Definition of Uninspected Bison, Elk, [er] Red Deer, Beef Cows, Swine, Sheep, or Goats.

For purposes of this subdivision, “uninspected bison, elk, [or] red deer, beef cows, swine, sheep, or goats”
means carcasses, parts, meat[;and-meat-food-produets] of bison, elk, [or] red deer, beef cows, swine, sheep,
or goats, and meat food products of bison, elk, or red deer slaughtered and processed in accordance
with RSA 427:16, XII and sold or to be sold as provided in RSA 427:2-a, IV.

3 Labeling; Meat from Uninspected Bison, Elk, or Red Deer; Beef Cows, Swine, Sheep, and Goats Included.
Amend RSA 143-A:19 to read as follows:

143-A:19 Labeling; Meat from Uninspected Bison, Elk, [er] Red Deer, Beef Cows, Swine, Sheep, and Goats.

All packaging containing uninspected bison, elk, [er] red deer, beef cows, swine, sheep, or goats shall be
clearly labeled to include a description of the product, the name, address, and telephone number of the farm
where the product originates, and the date of slaughter.

4 Purchase of Uninspected Bison, Elk, or Red Deer by Licensed Restaurants; Beef Cows, Swine, Sheep,
and Goats Included. Amend RSA 143-A:20 to read as follows:

143-A:20 Purchase of Uninspected Bison, Elk, [er] Red Deer, Beef Cows, Swine, Sheep, or Goats by
Licensed Restaurants.

I. A licensed restaurant, as defined in RSA 143-A:14, II, may purchase from bison, elk, [or] red deer,
beef cow, swine, sheep, or goat producers uninspected bison, elk, [or] red deer, beef cows, swine, sheep,
or goat that is labeled in accordance with RSA 143-A:19.

II. For at least 90 days from the date of each purchase, the licensed restaurant shall keep on file the
receipt of purchase to include the product purchased, the date of purchase, the name of the producer, the
name and address of the farm, and phone number.

ITI. The licensed restaurant shall clearly label any menu item containing uninspected bison, elk, or red
deer with the following statement: “This product was slaughtered at the farm and is exempt from state and
federal inspection.”

ITI-a. The licensed restaurant shall clearly label any menu item containing uninspected beef,
cow, swine, sheep, or goat with the following statement: “This product was slaughtered at the farm
and is exempt from state inspection.

5 Purchase of Uninspected Bison, Elk, or Red Deer by Retailers; Beef Cows, Swine, Sheep, and Goats Included.
Amend RSA 143-A:20-a to read as follows:

143-A:20-a Purchase of Uninspected Bison, Elk, [er] Red Deer, Beef Cows, Swine, Sheep, or Goat by
Retailers.

I. A retailer may purchase from bison, elk, [er] red deer, beef cow, swine, sheep, or goat producers
uninspected bison, elk, [or] red deer, beef cow, swine, sheep, or goat that is labeled in accordance with RSA
143-A:19 for resale.

II. For at least 90 days from the date of each purchase, the retailer shall keep on file the receipt of
purchase to include the product purchased, the date of purchase, the name of the producer, the name and
address of the farm, and phone number.

III. The retailer shall clearly label any product containing uninspected bison, elk, or red deer with the fol-
lowing statement: “This product was slaughtered at the farm and is exempt from state and federal inspection.”

IV. The retailer shall clearly label any product containing uninspected beef, cow, swine, sheep,
or goat with the following statement: “This product was slaughtered at the farm and is exempt from
state inspection.”

6 Exemptions; Beef Cows, Swine, Sheep, and Goats. Amend RSA 427:2-a, IV to read as follows:

IV. The slaughter of bison, elk, [er] red deer, beef cows, swine, sheep, or goats on a farm for purposes
of sale, as provided in RSA 143-A:5, IX, shall be exempt from the provisions of this subdivision requiring in-
spection of the slaughter of animals and preparation of the carcasses, parts thereof, meat of such animals,
and meat food products of bison, elk, or red deer for sale within this state to the public. The slaughter of
a bison, elk, [or] red deer, beef cows, swine, sheep, or goats under this paragraph shall be permitted only:

(a) When the owner of the bison, elk, [or] red deer, beef cows, swine, sheep, or goat designates a
slaughter area on the farm premises which is maintained in sanitary condition.

(b) When the bison, elk, [or] red deer, beef cows, swine, sheep, or goat is slaughtered in a humane
method, as defined in RSA 427:33, III, by the owner or the owner’s full time or seasonal employee.
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(c) [From-September-1to-Apri-36:

] When no more than 12 hours passes from the time of slaughter to the placement of the carcass
in a refrigerated facility at or below 41 degrees Fahrenheit.

[te)] (d) When a veterinarian licensed under RSA 332-B conducts an ante-mortem examination of
each herd on an annual basis and the documents related to his or her examination are kept on file with all
relevant information including:

(1) Species being inspected;
(2) Herd condition; and
(3) Location and time of inspection.

[(D] (e) When such animal is transported to and processed at a facility that is eligible to conduct custom
exempt activities as regulated by the USDA pursuant to 21 U.S.C. section 623(a) and associated departmental
regulations.

[te)] (f) When the owner of the bison, elk, or red deer retains the original copy of the report made
in s[ubparagraphte)] subparagraph (d). A copy of such report shall accompany the bison, elk, or red deer
carcass to the processing facility. The processing facility shall retain a copy of the report for one year.

[(h)] (g) When bison, elk, or red deer meat is ground for sale, ground meat from every second animal
processed shall be tested by the processing facility for Escherichia coli and salmonella at the owner’s expense.
All aspects of the testing, including sampling, shall be done in a manner that complies with standards and
procedures of the USDA, and may include the services of an outside laboratory. The owner of the meat shall
not sell it until he or she is in receipt of the test result that indicates the product is safe to eat. The test result
shall be kept by the owner for at least one year.

[(D] (h) Prior to sale, as provided in RSA 143-A:5, IX, it is labeled as required in RSA 143-A:19.

[(9] (i) When the elk or red deer are sourced, kept, and propagated consistent with the rules pursuant
to RSA 207:14, RSA 212:25, and RSA 436:24.

[(kK)] (G) When, in the event any atypical death of a red deer or elk on the farm, that animal’s carcass
is tested for chronic wasting disease under rules established by the department of fish and game and the
resulting test is negative.

V. Any farm that slaughters and butchers its own beef cows, swine, sheep, or goats under this
chapter with intent to sell the meat in intrastate commerce shall register with the department of
agriculture, markets, and food. A representative of the farm shall sign a statement in such regis-
tration acknowledging that by not processing its own beef cows, swine, sheep, or goats at a United
States Department of Agriculture facility the farm is violating federal law and could be subject to
federal prosecution.

VI. No more than the following number of animals shall be processed per month under this
paragraph:

(a) Three beef cows.

(b) Five swine.

(c) Ten sheep or goats, or a combination thereof.

7 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AMENDED ANALYSIS
This bill allows for a limited number of beef cows, swine, sheep, and goats to be processed per month by a

farm or a producer at a facility that is not certified by the United States Department of Agriculture.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Bixby spoke against.
Rep. Comtois spoke in favor and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 214 - NAYS 119

YEAS - 214

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara
Dumais, Russell Freeman, Lisa Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Ploszaj, Tom
Terry, Paul

CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Hamblen, Joseph MacDonald, John
Smith, Jonathan Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard Taylor, Brian

CHESHIRE
Berch, Paul Germana, Dylan Murphy, Denis Hunt, John
Karasinski, Sly Mattson, Rita Nalevanko, Rich Qualey, James

Rhodes, Jennifer Thackston, Dick



Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Almy, Susan
Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
Lovett, Peter
Spahr, Terry

Murray, Alissandra
Berry, Ross

Cole, Brian
DiSilvestro, Linda
Erf, Keith

Gorski, Ted
Kesselring, Steven
Leapley, Nicole
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Rung, Rosemarie
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom
Wherry, Robert

Aures, Cyril
Colby, Eleana
Hicks, Matthew
Moffett, Michael
Boyd, Stephen
Soucy, Timothy

Ball, Lorie

Bryer, Scott
DeSimone, Debra
Edwards, Jess
Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
McGrath, Linda
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt
Spillane, James
Tudor, Paul
Weinstein, Toni

Bailey, Glenn
DeRoy, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Hall, Robley

Cloutier, John
Hemingway, Wayne
Smith, Steven

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi
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Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
McFarlane, Donald
Stavis, Laurel

COOSs

Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Beaulier, Calvin
Sullivan, Jared
Rockmore, Ellen

HILLSBOROUGH
Alexander, Joe Ammon, Keith
Boehm, Ralph Chourasia, Manoj
Corcoran, Travis Darby, Will
Drew, Matt Dumont, Dillon
Griffin, Gerald Georges, Mary
Gould, Linda Grill, Jessica
Kofalt, Jim Labrie, Brian
LeClerc, Daniel Leishman, Peter
McLean, Mark Miles, Julie

Noble, Kristin
Pauer, Diane
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

Notter, Jeanine
Peeples, Raymond
Reinfurt, Sherri
Salvi, Santosh
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
McGuire, Dan
Hill, Gregory
Morse, Bryan
Sargent, Gregory
Walsh, Thomas

Cambrils, Jose
Devoid, Ricky
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Thibault, James

ROCKINGHAM

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Donnelly, Tanya

Bernardy, JD
Thomas, Douglas
Drago, Mike

Gilman, Julie Guthrie, Joseph
Janigian, John Katsakiores, Phyllis
Walsh, Lilli Layon, Erica
Lynn, Bob Pearson, Mark
McMahon, Charles Milz, David
Brown, Pam Perez, Kristine
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Roy, Terry
Selby, Donald Sorensen, Carrie
Sweeney, Joe Sytek, John
Vandecasteele, Susan Verville, Kevin
Weyler, Kenneth Wilson, Vicki
STRAFFORD
Burnham, Claudine Butler, Billie
Farrington, Samuel Gilmore, Gary
LaMontagne, Jessica Larochelle, John
Turcotte, Len Walker, David
SULLIVAN
Drye, Margaret Girard, Dale
Aron, Judy Aron, Michael
Spilsbury, Walter
NAYS - 119
CARROLL
Paige, David McAleer, Chris
CHESHIRE
Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha Jones, Philip

O'Rorke, Terri Parshall, Lucius

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell
Sellers, John

Barbour, Liz
Colcombe, Riché
Dargie, Paul
Dupont, Pierre
Giasson, Henry
Kenny, Catherine
Lascelles, Richard
Manohar, Sanjeev
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Post, Lisa

Rice, Kimberly
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wheeler, Jonah

Caplan, Tony
Gonzalez, Emnesto
Mehegan, Peter
Polozov, Yury
See, Alvin

Wood, Clayton

Bridle, Nicholas
de Vries, Erica
Dunn, Ron
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Maggiore, Jim
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Pearson, Stephen
Soti, Julius

Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael

DeLemus, Susan
Granger, Michael
Potenza, Kelley

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

Woodcock, Stephen

Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

167
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GRAFTON
Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill Cormen, Thomas Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Ladd, Rick Lucas, Janet Oppel, Thomas Stringham, Jerry
Sykes, George
HILLSBOROUGH
Beauchemin, Paige Booras, Efstathia Budathoki, Suraj Chretien, Suzanne
Cornell, Patricia Kelley, Diane Elberger, Susan Foss, Lily
Gregg, Alicia Grund, Stephanie Harriott-Gathright, Linda Hartnett, Tim
Hegner, Karen Jack, Martin Juris, Louis Kerwin, Erin
Kluger, Lee Ann Lloyd, Christal Long, Patrick Howard, Molly
Murray, Megan MacKenzie, Mark McGhee, Kat Murphy, Nancy
Petrigno, Peter Plamondon, Marc Preece, David Raymond, Heather
Rombeau, Catherine Newman, Sue Seibert, Christine Sofikitis, Catherine
Spier, Carry Staub, Kathy Swanson, Dale Telerski, Laura
Tellez, Trinidad Vail, Suzanne Veilleux, Daniel Thomas, Wendy
Wilhelm, Matthew
MERRIMACK
Bricchi, Tracy Kelly, Eileen Ebel, Karen Gallager, Eric
Lane, Connie Hall, Muriel Newsom, James Payeur, Stephanie
Richards, Beth Roesener, James Schultz, Kris Snodgrass, Jim
Wallner, Mary Jane Woods, Gary
ROCKINGHAM
Balboni, Peggy Edgar, Michael Grote, Jaci Murray, Kate
Paige, Mark Malloy, Dennis Mandelbaum, Jennifer Manos, Zoe
Markell, Jay Melvin, Charles Meuse, David Muns, Chris
Porcelli, Susan Read, Ellen Scherr, Buzz Simpson, Alexis
Summers, James Turer, Eric MacDonald, Wayne Ward, Gerald
STRAFFORD
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Burton, Wayne Howard, Heath
Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Johnson, Erik Smith, Marjorie
Miller, Seth Schmidt, Peter Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas
Stone, John Pearson, Wayne Wade, Alice Wall, Janet
SULLIVAN
Sullivan, Brian Damon, Hope Palmer, William

and the majority committee report was adopted, and the bill was ordered to third reading.
Rep. Plante declared a conflict of interest and did not participate in the vote.
Rep. Berch voted Yea and intended to vote Nay.

HB 349-FN, relative to the practice of optometry and authorization to perform ophthalmic laser procedures.
MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.
Rep. Patrick Long for the Majority of Executive Departments and Administration. Optometrists have safely
performed the covered procedures, laser capsulotomy, laser trabeculoplasty, and laser peripheral iridotomy,
in 14 other states for years. A study of over 146,000 procedures found complications in only 2 of them. This
bill increases patients’ access to needed surgeries, and their choice in providers. The north country in par-
ticular has had a shortage of providers for years. The majority appreciates ophthalmologists’ recent efforts
to address the shortage, but finds that patients’ access to needed treatment should not be dependent on the
continued availability and good will of one limited subset of providers. In response to the bill as originally
written, ophthalmologists raised reasonable concerns about the training and experience required in order to
perform these surgeries. The amendment successfully addresses these concerns, by requiring optometrists
who want to perform these procedures to have the same prior training and experience in these procedures
that a newly licensed ophthalmologist would be required to have. Vote 12-3.

Rep. Peter Schmidt for the Minority of Executive Departments and Administration. The ED&A Committee, aug-
mented with four members of the HHS committee, was tasked, this year, with consideration of this bill, a bill to
significantly expand the practice of optometry in NH. The basis for this was twofold: a straightforward desire on
the part of optometrists to enhance their profession, and a reported inadequate access to eye-care in the north
country of NH. There was considerable substantiating testimony before the committee as to the issue of access;
and it has led to the development of a comprehensive plan, by NH ophthalmologists, to remediate the problem,
starting in January 2026. This fact alone militates strongly against proceeding with this bill as constituted, and
at this time. Specifically, the run-up to implementation of this bill is, at best, premature, since it does not allow
for factoring in the new circumstances created by the above-referenced ophthalmological facility in Berlin. Given
this bill’s flaws, it needs to be substantially reworked. Specifically, regarding the three additional procedures to be
incorporated into approved treatments by appropriately trained optometrists, the committee received undisputed
expert testimony stating that said treatments constitute less than 2% of needed care. If anything, this bill needs
to be rewritten as a study, once the Androscoggin facility has re-oriented eye care in the north country.
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Majority Amendment (2969h)
Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:
1 Authorization to Perform Ophthalmic Laser Procedures. Amend RSA 327 by inserting after section 6-c
the following new section:
327:6-d Authorization to Perform Ophthalmic Laser Procedures.

I. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, an optometrist licensed under this chapter shall
be authorized to perform the following ophthalmic laser procedures upon certification by the board:

(a) Laser capsulotomy.

(b) Laser trabeculoplasty.

(c) Laser peripheral iridotomy.

I1. The board shall adopt rules under RSA 541-A establishing the criteria for certification of an optometrist
to perform ophthalmic laser procedures with proficiency, including:

(a) Establishment of minimum education, training, and live experience requirements for a licensee
to perform such procedures with proficiency;

(b) Criteria for requiring proctoring and criteria for proctors; and

(c) Outcome reporting requirements for such procedures performed by certificate holders.

ITI. No optometrist shall perform ophthalmic laser procedures under this section unless the optometrist
has submitted evidence of satisfactory completion of all requirements for specific procedures and the board
has certified the optometrist as qualified.

IV.(a) To be certified by the board to perform ophthalmic laser procedures as specified in paragraph I,
an optometrist licensed under this chapter shall:

(1) Complete the required application designated by the board; and

(2) Submit evidence of successful completion of a laser course approved by the board that includes
didactic and clinical training relative to the ophthalmic laser procedures set forth in paragraph I; and

(3) Demonstrate clinical proficiency in performing the specified ophthalmic laser procedure on a living
human eye in the presence of, under the direct supervision of, and to the satisfaction of a board-approved proctor.
The proctor shall be an ophthalmologist or an optometrist who is authorized to perform the laser procedure. The
licensed applicant shall submit to the board evidence of a minimum of 5 laser capsulotomy, 5 laser trabeculoplasty,
and 4 laser peripheral iridotomy procedures performed with proficiency under proctored supervision.

(b) A licensee may apply for certification separately and may receive certification individually for
each approved ophthalmic laser procedure based upon the above criteria applied individually for each
approved procedure.

V.(a) An optometrist licensed under this chapter may apply for laser certification by endorsement from
another state by completing the following:

(1) Complete the required application for laser certification by endorsement designated by the board.

(2) Submit evidence of licensure in good standing in another state.

(3) Provide certification by that state to perform the ophthalmic laser procedures as specified in
paragraph I.

(4) Submit evidence of successful completion of a laser course approved by the board that includes
didactic and clinical training relative to the ophthalmic laser procedures set forth in paragraph I.

(5) Submit evidence of successful completion of a minimum of 5 laser capsulotomy, 5 laser trabecu-
loplasty, and 4 laser peripheral iridotomy procedures performed.

(b) A licensee may apply for certification separately and may receive certification individually for each approved

ophthalmic laser procedure based upon the above criteria applied individually for each approved procedure.
Majority committee amendment was adopted.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Layon offered floor amendment (0032h).

Floor Amendment (0032h)
Amend RSA 327:6-d, II(b) and (c) as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing them with the following:
(b) Criteria for requiring proctoring and criteria for proctors;
(c) Outcome reporting requirements for such procedures performed by certificate holders; and
(d) A means of identification and verification of optometrists certified to perform advanced procedures.
Amend RSA 327:6-d as inserted by section 1 of the bill by inserting after paragraph V the following new
paragraph:

VI. Prior to any procedure permitted under paragraph I, the licensee shall obtain a patient-signed in-
formed consent form that includes the nature of the procedure, known potential benefits and risks/complica-
tions, alternative treatment options, expected prognosis without treatment, and the provider’s credentials.
The signed informed consent form shall remain part of the patient’s medical record.

The question being adoption of floor amendment (0032h).
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Rep. Layon spoke in favor.
Floor amendment (0032h) was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Reps. Boehm, Mark Pearson and Woods spoke against.

Rep. Roy spoke against and yielded to questions.

Rep. Long spoke in favor.

MOTION TO INDEFINITELY POSTPONE

Rep. Mark Pearson moved that HB 349-FN, relative to the practice of optometry and authorization to perform
ophthalmic laser procedures, be Indefinitely Postponed.

The question being adoption of the motion to Indefinitely Postpone.
Rep. Grote spoke against.
Rep. Layon requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 133 - NAYS 205

YEAS - 133

BELKNAP
Coker, Matthew Freeman, Lisa Nagel, David

CARROLL
Burroughs, Anita McAleer, Chris Brown, Richard

CHESHIRE
Berch, Paul Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru Germana, Dylan
Faulkner, Barry Germana, Nicholas Newell, Jodi Rhodes, Jennifer
Thackston, Dick Weber, Lucy

COOS

Davis, Arnold Durkin, Sean Morency, Pete Ouellet, Mike
Tierney, James Tremblay, Marc

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill Cormen, Thomas Franz, Linda Lovett, Peter
Lucas, Janet Muirhead, Russell Oppel, Thomas Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Boehm, Ralph
Cornell, Patricia
Flanagan, Jack
Hartnett, Tim
Kenny, Catherine
Leapley, Nicole
McGhee, Kat
Peeples, Raymond
Ryan, Linda
Suiter, John
Wheeler, Jonah

Kelly, Eileen
Luneau, David
Payeur, Stephanie
Walsh, Thomas

Bridle, Nicholas
Edwards, Jess
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David

Roy, Terry

Sytek, John
MacDonald, Wayne

Bay, Luz
Miller, Seth

Booras, Efstathia
Darby, Will
Gorski, Ted
Hegner, Karen
Kerwin, Erin
Howard, Molly
McLean, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Salvi, Santosh
Tellez, Trinidad

Gonzalez, Emesto
Hall, Muriel
Roesener, James
Wallner, Mary Jane

Bryer, Scott
Gilman, Julie
Murray, Kate
Litchfield, Melissa
Manos, Zoe

Milz, David
Pearson, Stephen
Tripp, Richard
Ward, Gerald

Butler, Billie
Schmidt, Peter

Budathoki, Suraj
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gould, Linda
Jack, Martin
Foxx, Loren
MacKenzie, Mark
Murphy, Nancy
Plamondon, Marc
Spier, Carry
Ulery, Jordan

MERRIMACK

Hicks, Matthew
Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Woods, Gary

ROCKINGHAM

de Vries, Erica
Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Paige, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Perez, Kristine
Scherr, Buzz
Turer, Eric

Weyler, Kenneth

STRAFFORD

Horrigan, Timothy
Selig, Loren

Chourasia, Manoj
Elberger, Susan
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Juris, Louis

Lascelles, Richard
Manohar, Sanjeev
Ohm, Bill

Proulx, Mark

Staub, Kathy

Veilleux, Daniel

Leavitt, John
Newsom, James
Soucy, Timothy

DeSimone, Debra
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul

Pearson, Mark
Melvin, Charles
Potucek, John
Summers, James
Vandecasteele, Susan

Johnson, Erik
Pearson, Wayne



Sullivan, Brian

Bean, Harry
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet

Avellani, Lino
MacDonald, John
Woodcock, Stephen

Ames, Dick
Jacobs, Samantha
Nalevanko, Rich

Korzen, Lori

Almy, Susan
Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick
Sellers, John

Murray, Alissandra
Beauchemin, Paige
Cole, Brian

Drew, Matt

Foss, Lily

Gregg, Alicia
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Mazur, Lisa

Noble, Kristin
Post, Lisa
Reinfurt, Sherri
Newman, Sue
Sheehan, Vanessa
Telerski, Laura
Warden, Mark

Aures, Cyril
Caplan, Tony
Ebel, Karen
Mehegan, Peter
Polozov, Yury
See, Alvin

Balboni, Peggy
Mannion, Dennis
Dunn, Ron
Kuttab, Katelyn
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris

Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt

Soti, Julius
Verville, Kevin

Bailey, Glenn
DelLemus, Susan
Granger, Michael

LaMontagne, Jessica

Hall, Robley
Wade, Alice
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Damon, Hope

Bogert, Steven
Ploszaj, Tom

Belcher, Mike
Smith, Jonathan

Murphy, Denis
Jones, Philip
O'Rorke, Terri

King, Seth

Baldwin, Heather
Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
Louis, Darrell

Spahr, Terry

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dumont, Dillon
Griffin, Gerald
Grill, Jessica
Kofalt, Jim
Lloyd, Christal
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Preece, David
Rice, Kimberly
Schneller, John
Slottje, Jeremy
Mannion, Tom
Wherry, Robert

Bricchi, Tracy
Colby, Eleana
Gallager, Eric
Moffett, Michael
Sargent, Gregory
Snodgrass, Jim

Ball, Lorie

Thomas, Douglas
Edgar, Michael
Layon, Erica
Mandelbaum, Jennifer
Nadeau, Brian
Porcelli, Susan

Selby, Donald
Spillane, James
Vose, Michael

Bixby, Peter

DeRoy, Susan
Howard, Heath
Larochelle, John
Southworth, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN
Girard, Dale

NAYS - 205
BELKNAP

Comtois, Barbara
Terry, Paul

CARROLL

Paige, David
Peternel, Katy

CHESHIRE

Gruber, James
Karasinski, Sly
Parshall, Lucius

COO0OSs

GRAFTON

Barton, Joseph
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
McFarlane, Donald
Stringham, Jerry

HILLSBOROUGH

Ammon, Keith
Chretien, Suzanne
Kelley, Diane
Dupont, Pierre
Georges, Mary
Grund, Stephanie
Labrie, Brian
Long, Patrick
Mooney, Maureen
Paquette, Kathleen
Newman, Ray
Rombeau, Catherine
Scully, Kevin
Sofikitis, Catherine
Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

MERRIMACK
McGuire, Carol
McGuire, Dan
Hill, Gregory
Pitaro, Matthew
Schultz, Kris
Thibault, James

ROCKINGHAM

Bennett, Cindy

Donnelly, Tanya

Grote, Jaci

Love, David

Markell, Jay

Osborne, Jason
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Simpson, Alexis

Sweeney, Joe

Weinstein, Toni

STRAFFORD

Burnham, Claudine
Farrington, Samuel
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Stone, John

Wall, Janet

Palmer, William

Dumais, Russell

Hamblen, Joseph
Taylor, Brian

Hunt, John
Mattson, Rita
Qualey, James

Beaulier, Calvin
Sullivan, Jared
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

Barbour, Liz
Colcombe, Riché
Dargie, Paul

Erf, Keith
Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven
LeClerc, Daniel
Murray, Megan
Morton, Jonathan
Pauer, Diane
Raymond, Heather
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Thomas, Wendy

Cambrils, Jose
Devoid, Ricky
Lane, Connie
Plante, Raymond
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bernardy, JD
Drago, Mike
Harb, Robert
Lynn, Bob
McGrath, Linda
Brown, Pam
Read, Ellen
Sorensen, Carrie
Tudor, Paul
Wilson, Vicki

Burton, Wayne
Gilmore, Gary
Kaczynski, Thomas
Potenza, Kelley
Turcotte, Len
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Cloutier, John
Aron, Judy
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Drye, Margaret
Aron, Michael

SULLIVAN

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

Hemingway, Wayne
Smith, Steven

Spilsbury, Walter

and the motion failed.

Rep. McLean voted Yea and intended to vote Nay.
Rep. Schultz votes Nay and intended to vote Yea.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

Rep. Schmidt moved that HB 349-FN, relative to the practice of optometry and authorization to perform
ophthalmic laser procedures, be laid on the table.

Rep. Kofalt requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.
YEAS 94 - NAYS 242

YEAS - 94

BELKNAP
Freeman, Lisa Nagel, David

CARROLL
Burroughs, Anita

CHESHIRE
Berch, Paul Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru Faulkner, Barry
Newell, Jodi Rhodes, Jennifer Thackston, Dick

COO0Ss

Durkin, Sean Morency, Pete Ouellet, Mike Tierney, James
Tremblay, Marc

GRAFTON

Cormen, Thomas
Lucas, Janet
Sykes, George

Boehm, Ralph
Flanagan, Jack
Hartnett, Tim
Kerwin, Erin
MacKenzie, Mark
Peeples, Raymond
Spier, Carry

Ulery, Jordan

Gallager, Eric
Soucy, Timothy

Bryer, Scott
Khan, Aboul
Manos, Zoe
Milz, David
Scherr, Buzz
Turer, Eric
Weyler, Kenneth

Bay, Luz
Miller, Seth

Girard, Dale

Bean, Harry
Dumais, Russell

Franz, Linda
Muirhead, Russell

Booras, Efstathia
Griffin, Gerald
Hegner, Karen
Leapley, Nicole
Manohar, Sanjeev
Petrigno, Peter
Staub, Kathy
Veilleux, Daniel

Gonzalez, Ernesto
Woods, Gary

de Vries, Erica

Walsh, Lilli

McMahon, Charles
Perez, Kristine
Summers, James
Vandecasteele, Susan

Butler, Billie
Schmidt, Peter

Palmer, William

Bogert, Steven
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet

Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Oppel, Thomas

HILLSBOROUGH

Budathoki, Suraj
Gould, Linda
Juris, Louis
Lloyd, Christal
Murphy, Nancy
Ryan, Linda
Suiter, John
Wilhelm, Matthew

MERRIMACK

Leavitt, John

ROCKINGHAM

Janigian, John
Litchfield, Melissa
Melvin, Charles
Roy, Terry

Sytek, John
MacDonald, Wayne

STRAFFORD

Horrigan, Timothy

SULLIVAN

NAYS - 242
BELKNAP

Coker, Matthew
Ploszaj, Tom

Lovett, Peter
Stringham, Jerry

Colcombe, Riché
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Kenny, Catherine
Howard, Molly

Ohm, Bill

Salvi, Santosh

Tellez, Trinidad

Boyd, Stephen

Katsakiores, Phyllis
Pearson, Mark
Meuse, David
Pearson, Stephen
Tripp, Richard
Ward, Gerald

Johnson, Erik

Comtois, Barbara
Terry, Paul



Avellani, Lino
MacDonald, John
Brown, Richard

Ames, Dick

Hunt, John
Germana, Nicholas
Qualey, James

Davis, Arnold

Almy, Susan
Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick
Sellers, John

Murray, Alissandra
Beauchemin, Paige
Cole, Brian

Darby, Will
Dumont, Dillon
Foss, Lily

Gregg, Alicia
Kesselring, Steven
Labrie, Brian

Long, Patrick
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Plamondon, Marc
Newman, Ray
Rombeau, Catherine
Scully, Kevin
Sofikitis, Catherine
Vail, Suzanne
Wherry, Robert

Aures, Cyril
Caplan, Tony
Kelly, Eileen
Lane, Connie
Moffett, Michael
Pitaro, Matthew
Sargent, Gregory
Snodgrass, Jim

Balboni, Peggy
Bridle, Nicholas
Donnelly, Tanya
Edwards, Jess
Guzofski, James
Layon, Erica
Maggiore, Jim
McGrath, Linda
Brown, Pam
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Simpson, Alexis
Sweeney, Joe
Weinstein, Toni

Bailey, Glenn
DelLemus, Susan
Granger, Michael
LaMontagne, Jessica
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Belcher, Mike
Smith, Jonathan
Taylor, Brian

Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Nalevanko, Rich
Weber, Lucy

Korzen, Lori

Baldwin, Heather
Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
Louis, Darrell

Spahr, Terry

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Corcoran, Travis
Dargie, Paul
Dupont, Pierre
Georges, Mary
Grill, Jessica
Kluger, Lee Ann
Lascelles, Richard
Murray, Megan
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Post, Lisa
Raymond, Heather
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Thomas, Wendy

Bricchi, Tracy
Colby, Eleana
Ebel, Karen
Luneau, David
Morse, Bryan
Plante, Raymond
Schultz, Kris
Thibault, James

Ball, Lorie
Mannion, Dennis
Drago, Mike
Gilman, Julie
Harb, Robert
Love, David
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Read, Ellen
Sorensen, Carrie
Tudor, Paul
Wilson, Vicki

Bixby, Peter
DeRoy, Susan
Howard, Heath
Larochelle, John

CARROLL

Paige, David
McAleer, Chris
Woodcock, Stephen

CHESHIRE

Murphy, Denis
Karasinski, Sly
O'Rorke, Terri

COOSs

King, Seth

GRAFTON

Barton, Joseph
Bolton, Bill
McFarlane, Donald
Stavis, Laurel

HILLSBOROUGH

Ammon, Keith
Chourasia, Manoj
Cornell, Patricia
DiSilvestro, Linda
Elberger, Susan
Giasson, Henry
Grund, Stephanie
Kofalt, Jim
LeClerc, Daniel
Mazur, Lisa
Mooney, Maureen
Paquette, Kathleen
Preece, David
Reinfurt, Sherri
Newman, Sue
Sheehan, Vanessa
Telerski, Laura
Warden, Mark

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
McGuire, Dan
Hicks, Matthew
Hall, Muriel
Newsom, James
Polozov, Yury
Seaworth, Brian
Wallner, Mary Jane

ROCKINGHAM

Bennett, Cindy
Thomas, Douglas
Dunn, Ron

Grote, Jaci

Murray, Kate

Lynn, Bob
Mandelbaum, Jennifer
Nadeau, Brian
Porcelli, Susan
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt
Soti, Julius

Verville, Kevin

STRAFFORD

Burnham, Claudine
Farrington, Samuel
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie

Hamblen, Joseph
Peternel, Katy

Gruber, James
Mattson, Rita
Parshall, Lucius

Beaulier, Calvin
Sullivan, Jared
Rockmore, Ellen

Barbour, Liz
Chretien, Suzanne
Kelley, Diane
Drew, Matt

Erf, Keith

Gorski, Ted

Jack, Martin
Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
McGhee, Kat
Morton, Jonathan
Pauer, Diane
Proulx, Mark
Rice, Kimberly
Schneller, John
Slottje, Jeremy
Mannion, Tom
Wheeler, Jonah

Cambrils, Jose
Devoid, Ricky
Hill, Gregory
Mehegan, Peter
Payeur, Stephanie
Roesener, James
See, Alvin

Wood, Clayton

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Edgar, Michael
Guthrie, Joseph
Kuttab, Katelyn
Paige, Mark
Markell, Jay
Osborne, Jason
Potucek, John
Selby, Donald
Spillane, James
Vose, Michael

Burton, Wayne
Gilmore, Gary
Kaczynski, Thomas
Potenza, Kelley
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Hall, Robley Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Stone, John
Turcotte, Len Pearson, Wayne Wade, Alice Walker, David
Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN
Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Drye, Margaret
Grant, George Hemingway, Wayne Aron, Judy Aron, Michael
Rollins, Skip Smith, Steven Spilsbury, Walter

and the motion failed.

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Giasson requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 193 - NAYS 143

YEAS - 193

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Terry, Paul

CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Paige, David Hamblen, Joseph
MacDonald, John Smith, Jonathan Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard
Taylor, Brian Woodcock, Stephen

CHESHIRE
Ames, Dick Harvey, Cathryn Gruber, James Hunt, John

Karasinski, Sly
Parshall, Lucius

Korzen, Lori

Almy, Susan
Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Murray, Alissandra
Beauchemin, Paige
Corcoran, Travis
Drew, Matt

Foss, Lily

Gregg, Alicia
Kofalt, Jim
LeClerc, Daniel
Murray, Megan
Mooney, Maureen
Paquette, Kathleen
Raymond, Heather
Schneller, John
Slottje, Jeremy
Mannion, Tom
Wherry, Robert

Aures, Cyril
Caplan, Tony
Ebel, Karen
Leavitt, John
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Balboni, Peggy
Donnelly, Tanya
Grote, Jaci
Khan, Aboul
Lynn, Bob
McGrath, Linda

Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt

Soti, Julius
Tudor, Paul

Mattson, Rita
Qualey, James

Morency, Pete

Barton, Joseph
Sullivan, Jared
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Berry, Ross
Kelley, Diane
Dumont, Dillon
Griffin, Gerald
Grill, Jessica
Foxx, Loren
Leishman, Peter
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Pauer, Diane
Reinfurt, Sherri
Scully, Kevin
Sofikitis, Catherine
Thomas, Wendy

Bricchi, Tracy
Colby, Eleana
Gonzalez, Ernesto
Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bennett, Cindy
Drago, Mike
Guthrie, Joseph
Kuttab, Katelyn
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Porcelli, Susan
Selby, Donald
Spillane, James
Verville, Kevin

Nalevanko, Rich

COOSs

King, Seth

GRAFTON

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick
Stringham, Jerry

HILLSBOROUGH

Ammon, Keith
Colcombe, Riché
Darby, Will
Dupont, Pierre
Georges, Mary
Kesselring, Steven
Labrie, Brian
Lloyd, Christal
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Post, Lisa

Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Warden, Mark

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
McGuire, Dan
Hill, Gregory
Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Snodgrass, Jim

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD

Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert

Layon, Erica

Mandelbaum, Jennifer
Osborne, Jason
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Simpson, Alexis

Sweeney, Joe

Vose, Michael

O'Rorke, Terri

Tremblay, Marc

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell
Sykes, George

Barbour, Liz

Cole, Brian
Dargie, Paul

Erf, Keith
Giasson, Henry
Kluger, Lee Ann
Lascelles, Richard
Long, Patrick
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Newman, Ray
Newman, Sue
Sheehan, Vanessa
Telerski, Laura
Wheeler, Jonah

Cambrils, Jose
Devoid, Ricky
Lane, Connie
Morse, Bryan
Sargent, Gregory
Thibault, James

Thomas, Douglas
Edgar, Michael
Janigian, John
Love, David
Markell, Jay
Brown, Pam
Read, Ellen
Sorensen, Carrie
Tripp, Richard
Wilson, Vicki



Bailey, Glenn
DeRoy, Susan
Howard, Heath
Potenza, Kelley
Turcotte, Len

Cloutier, John
Rollins, Skip

Coker, Matthew

Burroughs, Anita

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Rhodes, Jennifer

Davis, Arnold

Baldwin, Heather
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Oppel, Thomas

Boehm, Ralph
Chretien, Suzanne
Flanagan, Jack
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Juris, Louis

Howard, Molly
Murphy, Nancy
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Staub, Kathy

Vail, Suzanne

Kelly, Eileen
Hall, Muriel
Boyd, Stephen
Woods, Gary

Ball, Lorie

de Vries, Erica
Guzofski, James
Litchfield, Melissa
Manos, Zoe

Milz, David

Roy, Terry

Sytek, John
Ward, Gerald

Bay, Luz
Howland, Allan
Schmidt, Peter
Wall, Janet

Sullivan, Brian
Aron, Michael
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Burnham, Claudine
Farrington, Samuel
Kaczynski, Thomas
Hall, Robley
Wade, Alice

Drye, Margaret
Smith, Steven

Freeman, Lisa

McAleer, Chris

Fox, Dru
Jones, Philip
Thackston, Dick

Durkin, Sean

Bolton, Bill
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen

Booras, Efstathia
Cornell, Patricia
Gorski, Ted
Hartnett, Tim
Kenny, Catherine
MacKenzie, Mark
Ohm, Bill
Preece, David
Ryan, Linda
Suiter, John
Veilleux, Daniel

Gallager, Eric
Newsom, James
Schultz, Kris

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Murray, Kate
Paige, Mark
McMahon, Charles
Nadeau, Brian
Pearson, Stephen
Turer, Eric
Weinstein, Toni

Bixby, Peter
Johnson, Erik
Selig, Loren

Damon, Hope
Palmer, William

STRAFFORD

Burton, Wayne
Gilmore, Gary
LaMontagne, Jessica
Southworth, Thomas

SULLIVAN

Grant, George
Spilsbury, Walter

NAYS - 143
BELKNAP
Nagel, David

CARROLL

CHESHIRE

Germana, Dylan
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

COO0OSs
Quellet, Mike

GRAFTON

Cormen, Thomas
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

HILLSBOROUGH

Budathoki, Suraj
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gould, Linda
Hegner, Karen
Kerwin, Erin
Manohar, Sanjeev
Peeples, Raymond
Proulx, Mark
Salvi, Santosh
Tellez, Trinidad
Wilhelm, Matthew

MERRIMACK

Hicks, Matthew
Payeur, Stephanie
Soucy, Timothy

ROCKINGHAM
Bryer, Scott
Edwards, Jess
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Pearson, Mark
Melvin, Charles
Perez, Kristine
Scherr, Buzz
Vandecasteele, Susan
Weyler, Kenneth

STRAFFORD

Butler, Billie
Smith, Marjorie
Pearson, Wayne

SULLIVAN
Girard, Dale

and the majority committee report was adopted.

The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.

DelLemus, Susan
Granger, Michael
Larochelle, John
Stone, John

Hemingway, Wayne

Ploszaj, Tom

Murphy, Denis
Newell, Jodi

Tierney, James

Franz, Linda
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

Chourasia, Manoj
Elberger, Susan
Grund, Stephanie
Jack, Martin
Leapley, Nicole
McGhee, Kat
Petrigno, Peter
Rice, Kimberly
Spier, Carry
Ulery, Jordan

Luneau, David
Roesener, James
Wallner, Mary Jane

Mannion, Dennis
Gilman, Julie
Walsh, Lilli
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Potucek, John
Summers, James
MacDonald, Wayne

Horrigan, Timothy
Miller, Seth
Walker, David

Aron, Judy
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HB 97-FN, making an appropriation to the department of environmental services for wastewater infra-
structure projects. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Gerald Griffin for the Majority of Finance. This bill was replaced by section 379 of HB 2 which appropri-
ates $2,500,000 for fiscal year ending June 30, 2026 and $2,500,000 for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2027.
The current projection of the state revenue prevent full funding of the bill but the intent of this bill is being
met by HB 2, if not the full funding. Vote 14-11.

Rep. Rosemarie Rung for the Minority of Finance. The minority supports an OTPA motion for HB 97-FN.
This bill is intended to provide $15 million per year of the biennium for on-going financial assistance to offset
eligible costs from the construction of wastewater infrastructure projects, as outlined in RSA 486. That RSA
calls for the state to reimburse municipalities 20% or 30% of the eligible costs incurred during the design and
construction of wastewater facilities, plus a proportionate share of interest on borrowing for the project. Many
voters approve these bonded projects because of anticipated state reimbursements from this fund. Amending
HB 97 to $5 million per year of the biennium is only a third of the bill’s appropriation but it doubles what
was eventually included in HB 2, which was $2.5 million per year of the biennium for projects previously
awarded state aid grant funding for eligible and completed wastewater infrastructure projects. Supporting
wastewater treatment projects is one of the most effective ways to increase affordable housing, which is a
critical priority to sustain and grow NH’s economy, since a building lot can accommodate more housing when
serviced by municipal sewer. However, municipalities need to be able to rely on state funding to defray some
of their capital costs, which is now estimated to be $1.2 billion in pending projects. Any increase in the infra-
structure grant fund will bring a greater return in economic growth. Additionally, municipal sewer systems
prevent the environmental and health risks created by failed septic systems. The minority recommends an
OTPA with amendment 2025-2996h which would increase the funding to $5 million per year of the biennium.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Rep. Griffin spoke in favor.
Rep. Rung spoke against and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 175 - NAYS 156

YEAS - 175

BELKNAP
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell
Freeman, Lisa Harvey-Bolia, Juliet Nagel, David Ploszaj, Tom
Terry, Paul

CARROLL
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Hamblen, Joseph MacDonald, John

Smith, Jonathan Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard Taylor, Brian
CHESHIRE
Murphy, Denis Hunt, John Karasinski, Sly Mattson, Rita

Nalevanko, Rich

Qualey, James

Rhodes, Jennifer

Thackston, Dick

COO0OS
Davis, Arnold Durkin, Sean Korzen, Lori Morency, Pete
Ouellet, Mike King, Seth Tierney, James Tremblay, Marc
GRAFTON
Beaulier, Calvin Berezhny, Lex Bjelobrk, Marie Louise Franz, Linda
Louis, Darrell McFarlane, Donald Sellers, John
HILLSBOROUGH
Alexander, Joe Ammon, Keith Barbour, Liz Berry, Ross
Colcombe, Riché Cole, Brian Corcoran, Travis Drew, Matt
Dumont, Dillon Dupont, Pierre Erf, Keith Flanagan, Jack
Griffin, Gerald Giasson, Henry Gorski, Ted Gould, Linda
Kesselring, Steven Kofalt, Jim Labrie, Brian Lascelles, Richard
Mazur, Lisa McLean, Mark Mooney, Maureen Morton, Jonathan
Noble, Kristin Notter, Jeanine Ohm, Bill Paquette, Kathleen
Pauer, Diane Peeples, Raymond Post, Lisa Proulx, Mark
Reinfurt, Sherri Rice, Kimberly Schneller, John Scully, Kevin
Sheehan, Vanessa Slottje, Jeremy Suiter, John Mannion, Tom
Ulery, Jordan Warden, Mark Wherry, Robert
MERRIMACK
Aures, Cyril McGuire, Carol Cambrils, Jose McGuire, Dan
Devoid, Ricky Gonzalez, Ernesto Hill, Gregory Leavitt, John



Mehegan, Peter
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Ball, Lorie

Bryer, Scott

Donnelly, Tanya
Guthrie, Joseph
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Layon, Erica

Pearson, Mark

Milz, David

Perez, Kristine
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Selby, Donald
Sweeney, Joe
Vandecasteele, Susan
Wilson, Vicki

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Michael

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Almy, Susan
Cormen, Thomas
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Murray, Alissandra
Chourasia, Manoj
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Vail, Suzanne

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen
Luneau, David
Roesener, James
Soucy, Timothy

Balboni, Peggy
Grote, Jaci
Malloy, Dennis
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Moffett, Michael
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Drago, Mike
Guzofski, James
Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
Markell, Jay
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Roy, Terry

Soti, Julius
Sytek, John
Verville, Kevin

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Baldwin, Heather
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

Beauchemin, Paige
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Miles, Julie
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric

Hall, Muriel
Sargent, Gregory
Wallner, Mary Jane

de Vries, Erica
Murray, Kate
Mandelbaum, Jennifer

Morse, Bryan
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
Thomas, Douglas
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
McGrath, Linda
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Tripp, Richard
MacDonald, Wayne

STRAFFORD

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN
Hemingway, Wayne
Smith, Steven

NAYS - 156

CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi

GRAFTON

Barton, Joseph
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

HILLSBOROUGH

Booras, Efstathia
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Jack, Martin
Foxx, Loren
Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK
Colby, Eleana
Hicks, Matthew
Newsom, James
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

ROCKINGHAM

Edgar, Michael
Paige, Mark
Manos, Zoe

Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Edwards, Jess
Janigian, John
Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob
McMahon, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt
Summers, James
Tudor, Paul
Weyler, Kenneth

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri

Bolton, Bill
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

Budathoki, Suraj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Kelly, Eileen
Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Snodgrass, Jim

Gilman, Julie
Maggiore, Jim
Melvin, Charles
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Meuse, David Muns, Chris Read, Ellen Scherr, Buzz
Simpson, Alexis Sorensen, Carrie Turer, Eric Vose, Michael
Ward, Gerald Weinstein, Toni

STRAFFORD
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Burton, Wayne Butler, Billie
Gilmore, Gary Howard, Heath Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan
Johnson, Erik LaMontagne, Jessica Larochelle, John Smith, Marjorie
Miller, Seth Schmidt, Peter Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas
Stone, John Pearson, Wayne Wade, Alice Wall, Janet

SULLIVAN

Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Girard, Dale
Palmer, William

and the majority committee report was adopted.

HB 164-FN, relative to local records retention. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Jose Cambrils for Finance. The Secretary of State identified this initiative as critical for the availability
of government records to the general public. Therefore, the committee voted unanimously OTP/A. Vote 25-0.

Amendment (2979H)
Amend the bill by replacing section 6 with the following:

6 Appropriation. The sum of $150,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027 is hereby appropriated to
the secretary of state, division of archives and records management for the local government records manager
position at LG 21, creation, and maintenance of a publicly accessible website for the retention and public
access to local electronic records, and implementation of provisions of this act. To the extent the secretary
of state is unable to hire the local government records manager position, the funds allocated for the position
may be used to employ an outside consultant to perform the duties required. The governor is authorized to
draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Committee amendment was adopted.

The question now being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted, and the bill was ordered to third reading.

HB 197-FN, relative to payment by the state of a portion of retirement system contributions of political
subdivision employers. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS
WITH AMENDMENT.

Rep. Carol McGuire for the Majority of Finance. This bill would require the state to pay 7.5 % of retirement system
contributions of other employers, namely cities, towns, school districts and counties, for teachers, fire and police.
Cities, towns, and schools have full authority on how many employees they hire and the salary for each of them,;
making the state pay a percentage of payroll opens the door to state control. This proposed legislation will not ac-
celerate the payoff of pension debt, since the total amount paid towards pensions does not change. This proposed
legislation will make the state responsible for an unknown and uncontrolled financial obligation. Vote 14-11.
Rep. Chris Muns for the Minority of Finance. As it was originally filed HB 197 provided that the state would pay
for 7.5% of the contributions to the state retirement system for Group I (state, county and municipal employees
and teachers) and Group II (first responders) members beginning with state fiscal year 2026. The amendment
submitted by the minority (2025-2976h) changes the beginning date to fiscal year 2027. It will provide immedi-
ate local property tax relief during FY 27 of at least $19 million to school districts and $9 million to cities and
towns across our state. It is a small — but significant — step to restore the grand bargain the NH Legislature
entered into with our cities, towns and school districts in 1967 when the NH Retirement System was created
and we agreed to pay 40% of the employer contributions our cities, towns and school districts were required to
make to that system. The legislature honored that “grand bargain” until 2011 when the legislature eliminated
the state subsidy of employer Group I and Group II members. To this day, the minority believes that action
remains the single largest tax increase ever imposed by our state legislature on the residents of our cities, towns
and school districts.] In 2024, an identical bill to this — HB 1279 — passed the House in bi-partisan fashion 194
in favor to 178 opposed. Unfortunately, our colleagues in the other body referred that bill for Interim Study.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.
Rep. Carol McGuire spoke in favor.
Rep. Edgar spoke against and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 172 - NAYS 159

YEAS - 172
BELKNAP

Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara
Dumais, Russell Nagel, David Ploszaj, Tom Terry, Paul



Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
King, Seth

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Colcombe, Riché
Drew, Matt
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Post, Lisa

Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Ball, Lorie
Mannion, Dennis
Drago, Mike
Harb, Robert
Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob
Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam
Potucek, John
Selby, Donald
Sweeney, Joe
Vandecasteele, Susan
Weyler, Kenneth

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Michael

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius
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Belcher, Mike
Peternel, Katy

CARROLL

Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard

CHESHIRE

Hunt, John Karasinski, Sly
Qualey, James Rhodes, Jennifer
COO0Ss
Durkin, Sean Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James Tremblay, Marc
GRAFTON
Beaulier, Calvin Berezhny, Lex
Ladd, Rick Louis, Darrell
HILLSBOROUGH
Ammon, Keith Barbour, Liz
Cole, Brian Corcoran, Travis
Dumont, Dillon Dupont, Pierre
Griffin, Gerald Giasson, Henry
Kesselring, Steven Kofalt, Jim
Mazur, Lisa McLean, Mark
Morton, Jonathan Noble, Kristin
Paquette, Kathleen Pauer, Diane
Reinfurt, Sherri Rice, Kimberly

Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

MERRIMACK

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Emesto
Moffett, Michael
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

ROCKINGHAM

Bennett, Cindy

Thomas, Douglas

Dunn, Ron

Janigian, John

Layon, Erica

Markell, Jay

Milz, David

Perez, Kristine
Prudhomme-O'Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Bernardy, JD
DeSimone, Debra
Edwards, Jess
Katsakiores, Phyllis
Litchfield, Melissa
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian
Popovici-Muller, Daniel
Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James

Sytek, John Tripp, Richard
Verville, Kevin Vose, Michael
Wilson, Vicki

STRAFFORD

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

DeLemus, Susan
Kaczynski, Thomas
Walker, David

SULLIVAN
Hemingway, Wayne
Smith, Steven
NAYS - 159
CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE
Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
Newell, Jodi

MacDonald, John
Taylor, Brian

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Ouellet, Mike

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Berry, Ross
Kelley, Diane
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Peeples, Raymond
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bryer, Scott
Donnelly, Tanya
Guzofski, James
Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David
McMahon, Charles
Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan
Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt
Summers, James
Tudor, Paul
MacDonald, Wayne

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jacobs, Samantha
O'Rorke, Terri
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Morency, Pete

Almy, Susan
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

Murray, Alissandra
Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Juris, Louis
Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen
Luneau, David
Roesener, James
Soucy, Timothy

Balboni, Peggy

Grote, Jaci

Paige, Mark
Mandelbaum, Jennifer
Read, Ellen

Turer, Eric

Bay, Luz
Gilmore, Gary
Johnson, Erik
Miller, Seth
Stone, John

Sullivan, Brian
Palmer, William
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Baldwin, Heather
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Valil, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric

Hall, Muriel
Sargent, Gregory
Wallner, Mary Jane

Bridle, Nicholas
Guthrie, Joseph
Pearson, Mark
Manos, Zoe
Scherr, Buzz
Ward, Gerald

Bixby, Peter
Howard, Heath
LaMontagne, Jessica
Schmidt, Peter
Pearson, Wayne

Cloutier, John

COOSs

GRAFTON
Bolton, Bill
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

HILLSBOROUGH

Booras, Efstathia
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Proulx, Mark
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

MERRIMACK

Colby, Eleana
Hicks, Matthew
Newsom, James
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

ROCKINGHAM

de Vries, Erica
Murray, Kate
Maggiore, Jim
Meuse, David
Simpson, Alexis
Weinstein, Toni

STRAFFORD
Burton, Wayne
Horrigan, Timothy
Larochelle, John
Selig, Loren
Wade, Alice

SULLIVAN

Damon, Hope

Cormen, Thomas
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Jack, Martin
Foxx, Loren
Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda
Sofikitis, Catherine
Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

Kelly, Eileen
Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Snodgrass, Jim

Edgar, Michael
Khan, Aboul
Malloy, Dennis
Muns, Chris
Sorensen, Carrie

Butler, Billie
Howland, Allan
Smith, Marjorie
Southworth, Thomas
Wall, Janet

Girard, Dale

and the majority committee report was adopted.

HB 219-FN, relative to changes to the minimum electric renewable portfolio standards. MAJORITY: OUGHT
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.

Rep. Jose Cambrils for the Majority of Finance. The majority of the committee felt that the electricity rate
payers of New Hampshire deserved this cost savings on their bills. It is projected that this bill will return
$5.7 million per year. Vote 14-11.

Rep. Chris Muns for the Minority of Finance. Virtually all of the power we consume in NH is generated using
natural gas, which places us at great risk from geopolitical, weather-related and market supply disruptions.
The renewable portfolio standard promotes renewable energy in New Hampshire by setting target percent-
ages of total megawatt-hours of electricity supplied by suppliers of electricity in New Hampshire from vari-
ous classes of renewable energy sources. Suppliers can meet these targets by purchasing renewable energy
certificates from renewable energy producers or making Alternative Compliance Payments that are then used
to fund renewable energy projects. This bill lowers the value of Class I, III and IV renewable energy certifi-
cates to 2011 levels. Class I includes all NEW investments in solar, wind, hydro, biomass and geothermal;
Class III included existing Biomass/Methane producers; Class IV includes Existing Small Hydroelectric. By
reducing the value of these renewable energy certificates, investors are less likely to invest in new projects
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of this type and/or hold onto existing projects. The bill also eliminates Class II renewable energy certificates
entirely. These are for older solar projects - some of which are owned by towns or school. These changes will
NOT save the state anything, because no state funds are spent on the renewable portfolio standard. The only
cost of complying with this law is about $2.00 a month that is added to each residential customer’s bill. To
put that in perspective, starting August 1, the typical Eversource residential customer using an average of
600 kWh per month is estimated to see an overall increase of approximately $14, or 9.9%, on their total bill
compared to their current bill. And those rates of increase are likely to continue if we continue to rely almost
exclusively on natural gas. That is what we should be trying to address. The impact of these changes will
significantly weaken one of the last remaining programs we have to encourage the development of alternative
sources of energy that will make us less dependent on the very volatile natural gas market.

Majority Amendment (2988h)
Amend the bill by replacing section 10 with the following:
10 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2027.
Majority committee report was adopted.

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Rep. Vose spoke in favor.
Rep. McGhee spoke against and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.

YEAS 175 - NAYS 152

Bean, Harry
Nagel, David

Avellani, Lino
Smith, Jonathan

Murphy, Denis
Nalevanko, Rich

Davis, Arnold
Ouellet, Mike

Barton, Joseph
Franz, Linda
Sellers, John

Alexander, Joe
Colcombe, Riché
Dumont, Dillon
Griffin, Gerald
Kesselring, Steven
Mazur, Lisa
Morton, Jonathan
Paquette, Kathleen
Proulx, Mark
Scully, Kevin
Mannion, Tom

Aures, Cyril
Devoid, Ricky
Mehegan, Peter
Polozov, Yury
Walsh, Thomas

Ball, Lorie
Bryer, Scott
Donnelly, Tanya
Guthrie, Joseph

Bogert, Steven
Ploszaj, Tom

Belcher, Mike
Peternel, Katy

Hunt, John
Qualey, James

Durkin, Sean
King, Seth

Beaulier, Calvin
Ladd, Rick

Ammon, Keith
Corcoran, Travis
Dupont, Pierre
Giasson, Henry
Kofalt, Jim
McLean, Mark
Noble, Kristin
Pauer, Diane
Reinfurt, Sherri
Sheehan, Vanessa
Ulery, Jordan

McGuire, Carol
Gonzalez, Emesto
Moffett, Michael
Boyd, Stephen
Thibault, James

Bennett, Cindy
Mannion, Dennis
Drago, Mike
Guzofski, James

YEAS - 175
BELKNAP
Comtois, Barbara
Terry, Paul
CARROLL
Hamblen, Joseph
Brown, Richard
CHESHIRE
Karasinski, Sly
Rhodes, Jennifer
COO0Ss
Korzen, Lori
Tierney, James

GRAFTON

Berezhny, Lex
Louis, Darrell

HILLSBOROUGH

Barbour, Liz
Kelley, Diane
Erf, Keith
Gorski, Ted
Labrie, Brian
Miles, Julie
Notter, Jeanine
Peeples, Raymond
Rice, Kimberly
Slottje, Jeremy
Warden, Mark

MERRIMACK

Cambrils, Jose
Hill, Gregory
Pitaro, Matthew
Seaworth, Brian
Wood, Clayton

ROCKINGHAM

Bernardy, JD
Thomas, Douglas
Dunn, Ron

Harb, Robert

Dumais, Russell

MacDonald, John
Taylor, Brian

Mattson, Rita
Thackston, Dick

Morency, Pete
Tremblay, Marc

Bjelobrk, Marie Louise
McFarlane, Donald

Berry, Ross
Drew, Matt
Flanagan, Jack
Gould, Linda
Lascelles, Richard
Mooney, Maureen
Ohm, Bill

Post, Lisa
Schneller, John
Suiter, John
Wherry, Robert

McGuire, Dan
Leavitt, John
Plante, Raymond
See, Alvin

Bridle, Nicholas
DeSimone, Debra
Edwards, Jess
Janigian, John
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Katsakiores, Phyllis

Layon, Erica

Pearson, Mark

Milz, David

Perez, Kristine
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine
Soti, Julius

Sytek, John

Verville, Kevin

Wilson, Vicki

Bailey, Glenn
Farrington, Samuel
Hall, Robley

Drye, Margaret
Aron, Michael

Coker, Matthew

Burroughs, Anita

Ames, Dick
Germana, Dylan
Germana, Nicholas
Weber, Lucy

Almy, Susan
Hakken-Phillips, Mary
Muirhead, Russell
Stavis, Laurel

Murray, Alissandra
Chourasia, Manoj
Dargie, Paul
Georges, Mary
Harriott-Gathright, Linda
Juris, Louis

Leapley, Nicole
Long, Patrick
Manohar, Sanjeev
Plamondon, Marc
Rombeau, Catherine
Salvi, Santosh
Staub, Kathy

Vail, Suzanne
Wilhelm, Matthew

Bricchi, Tracy
Ebel, Karen
Luneau, David
Roesener, James
Soucy, Timothy

Balboni, Peggy
Grote, Jaci
Malloy, Dennis
Read, Ellen
Ward, Gerald

Bay, Luz
Gilmore, Gary
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Khan, Aboul
Litchfield, Melissa
McGrath, Linda
Nadeau, Brian

Popovici-Muller, Daniel

Pearson, Stephen
Spillane, James
Tripp, Richard
Vose, Michael

Burnham, Claudine
Granger, Michael
Turcotte, Len

Grant, George
Rollins, Skip

Paige, David

Berch, Paul
Faulkner, Barry
Newell, Jodi

Baldwin, Heather
Sullivan, Jared
Oppel, Thomas
Stringham, Jerry

Beauchemin, Paige
Chretien, Suzanne
DiSilvestro, Linda
Gregg, Alicia
Hartnett, Tim
Kerwin, Erin
LeClerc, Daniel
Howard, Molly
McGhee, Kat
Preece, David
Rung, Rosemarie
Seibert, Christine
Swanson, Dale
Veilleux, Daniel

Caplan, Tony
Gallager, Eric

Hall, Muriel
Sargent, Gregory
Wallner, Mary Jane

de Vries, Erica
Murray, Kate
Manos, Zoe
Simpson, Alexis
Weinstein, Toni

Bixby, Peter
Howard, Heath

Kuttab, Katelyn
Love, David

McMahon, Charles

Osborne, Jason
Porcelli, Susan

Sabourin dit Choiniére, Matt

Summers, James
Tudor, Paul

MacDonald, Wayne

STRAFFORD

DeLemus, Susan

Kaczynski, Thomas

Walker, David
SULLIVAN

Hemingway, Wayne

Smith, Steven

NAYS - 152
BELKNAP

CARROLL
McAleer, Chris

CHESHIRE

Harvey, Cathryn
Gruber, James
O'Rorke, Terri

GRAFTON

Bolton, Bill
Lovett, Peter
Rockmore, Ellen
Sykes, George

HILLSBOROUGH

Booras, Efstathia
Cornell, Patricia
Elberger, Susan
Grill, Jessica
Hegner, Karen
Kluger, Lee Ann
Leishman, Peter
Murray, Megan
Murphy, Nancy
Newman, Ray
Ryan, Linda

Sofikitis, Catherine

Telerski, Laura
Thomas, Wendy

MERRIMACK
Colby, Eleana
Hicks, Matthew
Newsom, James
Schultz, Kris
Woods, Gary

ROCKINGHAM
Edgar, Michael
Paige, Mark
Meuse, David
Sorensen, Carrie

STRAFFORD

Burton, Wayne
Horrigan, Timothy

Walsh, Lilli

Lynn, Bob

Melvin, Charles
Brown, Pam

Potucek, John

Selby, Donald
Sweeney, Joe
Vandecasteele, Susan
Weyler, Kenneth

DeRoy, Susan
Potenza, Kelley

Aron, Judy
Spilsbury, Walter

Woodcock, Stephen

Fox, Dru
Jones, Philip
Parshall, Lucius

Cormen, Thomas
Lucas, Janet
Spahr, Terry

Budathoki, Suraj
Darby, Will

Foss, Lily

Grund, Stephanie
Jack, Martin
Foxx, Loren
Lloyd, Christal
MacKenzie, Mark
Petrigno, Peter
Raymond, Heather
Newman, Sue
Spier, Carry
Tellez, Trinidad
Wheeler, Jonah

Kelly, Eileen
Lane, Connie
Payeur, Stephanie
Snodgrass, Jim

Gilman, Julie
Maggiore, Jim
Muns, Chris
Turer, Eric

Butler, Billie
Howland, Allan
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Johnson, Erik LaMontagne, Jessica Larochelle, John Smith, Marjorie

Miller, Seth Schmidt, Peter Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas

Stone, John Pearson, Wayne Wade, Alice Wall, Janet
SULLIVAN

Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Girard, Dale

Palmer, William

and the majority committee report was adopted, and the bill was ordered to third reading.

HB 246-FN-A, directing the state conservation committee to implement the conservation district climate
resilience grant program and making an appropriation therefor. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.
Rep. Karen Ebel for Finance. This bill directs the State Conservation Committee to implement the conservation
district climate resilience grant program. As amended, the bill makes an appropriation to the New Hampshire
Department of Agriculture, Markets and Foods for the biennium ending June 30, 2027 of $100, 000. Those
funds are to be distributed by the State Conservation Committee to the state’s ten Conservation Districts to
implement the grant program. The House Finance Committee unanimously agreed that state funding of the
climate resilience grant program would provide much-needed and valuable assistance to our state’s farmers
and their farm resilience projects. Stakeholders offered enthusiastic, convincing testimony that this program
would help the state’s agriculture community improve its soil health, thereby increasing yields. It is in our
best interest to support food production in the Granite State through this program. Extreme weather events,
frequent and prolonged drought and increased pest pressures are increasing challenges for our farmers, whose
budgets are already strained. Improving soil and farming practices should make their lands more resistant
to flood, drought and pest infestation, promoting increased food production that will benefit us all. Vote 25-0.

Amendment (2986h)
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 Appropriation; Department of Agriculture, Markets, and Foods. The department of agriculture, markets,
and foods is hereby appropriated $100,000 for the biennium ending June 30, 2027. Such funds shall be dis-
bursed by the state conservation committee established in RSA 432:10 to the state’s 10 county conservation
districts for the implementation of the conservation district climate resilience grant program. The governor
is authorized to draw a warrant for said sums out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

2 New Paragraph; Duties; State Conservation Committee. Amend RSA 432:11 by inserting after paragraph
VI the following new paragraph:

VII. Implement and administer the conservation district climate resilience grant program for county
conservation districts that have met annual financial reporting requirements.

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

Committee report was adopted.

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.
Committee report was adopted, and the bill was ordered to third reading.

RESOLUTION

Rep. Osborne offered the following: RESOLVED, that the House now adjourn from the early session, that
the business of the late session be in order at the present time, that the reading of bills be by title only and
resolutions by caption only and that all bills ordered to third reading be read a third time by this resolution,
and that all titles of bills be the same as adopted, and that they be passed at the present time, and when the
House adjourns today it be to meet, Thursday, January 8, 2026 at 9:00 a.m..

Motion was adopted.

LATE SESSION
Third Reading and Final Passage

HB 297-FN, relative to providing self-funded employer health benefit plans access to their claims data.

HB 565, allowing persons under 21 into veterans’ clubs, private clubs, and social clubs under certain conditions.
HB 206-FN, relative to government agent entries into secured premises.

HB 767-FN, expanding requirements for reports to law enforcement by the department of health and human
services.

SB 49-FN, relative to the unlawful operation or use of unmanned aircraft systems.

HB 281, requiring electronic voter checklists to be supplied in a sortable format.

HB 244, updating and recodifying the municipal enforcement of the building and fire code.

HB 610-FN, relative to the office of the consumer advocate.

SB 94, repealing municipal amendments to technical requirements of the state building code in certain
circumstances.

SB 182, relative to the maternal mortality review committee.

HB 54-FN, allowing alternative treatment centers to operate for-profit.
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HB 215-FN, requiring a landfill permit applicant to submit a report listing potential harms and benefits of
the project.

SB 189, relative to fetal death records.

SB 186, preventing portraits depicting persons from being hung in certain places in the statehouse, unless
the subject of the portrait has been dead for at least 10 years and provided exemplary and noteworthy
services to the citizens of this state.

HB 266, relative to structural changes to the department of energy.

HB 524-FN, relative to disbursement of funds by the New Hampshire vaccine association and establishing
a committee to study the efficacy of the New Hampshire vaccine association.

SB 83-FN, relative to licenses for primary and secondary game operators.

HB 529, relative to the liquor commission.

HB 194-FN, relative to the crime of interference with custody.

HB 609-FN, relative to the general court’s authority over the sale, purchase, ownership, use, possession,
transportation, licensing, permitting, taxation, and other matter pertaining to firearms, stun guns, Tasers,
pepper spray devices, knives and other self-defense tools.

SB 15-FN, relative to incorporating hard labor as a sentencing option for capital murder and serious sexual
assaults on children, defining hard labor, establishing medical exemptions and penalties for abuse thereof,
providing alternative punitive measures for legitimate medical exemptions, and authorizing jury determination
of hard labor in qualifying cases.

HB 656, relative to the authority of local school districts to accept federal grants.

HB 121-FN, relative to school district financial requirements and district probation processes.

HB 131, relative to bullying and cyberbullying prevention.

HB 360, prohibiting public schools from performing surgical procedures or prescribing pharmaceutical drugs.
HB 564, relative to the adoption of school administrative unit budgets.

HB 709-FN, allowing parents or guardians to admit their children into any school district where they pay
any property or school district taxes.

SB 33-FN, relative to the regulation of public school materials.

SB 34, relative to parental consent for student participation in Medicaid to schools program.

HB 158, relative to public inspection of absentee ballot lists.

HB 317, preventing a supervisor of the checklist from verifying a person’s identity without identification,
even if they personally know that person.

HB 323, requiring the presentation of a government-issued photographic means of identification in order to vote.
HB 463, relative to the composition of the board of recount in elections for the select board and for the school board.
SB 103-FN-LOCAL, relative to the number of polling stations that are available for certain towns and cities
during a general election which includes the election for the office of President of the United States.

HB 396, relative to the processing of beef cows, swine, sheep, and goats at facilities not certified by the United
States Department of Agriculture.

HB 164-FN, relative to local records retention.

HB 219-FN, relative to changes to the minimum electric renewable portfolio standards.

HB 246-FN-A, directing the state conservation committee to implement the conservation district climate
resilience grant program and making an appropriation therefor.

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Clerk made an announcement to the House congratulating Second Assistant Clerk, Teresa Preston, on
her upcoming retirement.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT

Rep. Wendy Thomas requested Unanimous Consent of the House regarding Constitutional Obligations and
addressed the House.
Without objection, the Speaker ordered.
MOTION TO PRINT REMARKS
Rep. Weber moved that the remarks made by Rep. Wendy Thomas during Unanimous Consent be printed in
the Permanent Journal.
Without objection, the Speaker ordered.

REMARKS

Speaker Packard: This is unanimous consent. The chair recognizes Representative Wendy Thomas.

Representative Wendy Thomas: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I apologize for keeping you afterwards on such a
long day, but this is very important, and I promise you it will be short. I started the day off by saying some-
times courage is saying what needs to be said. I continue with this speech. Mr. Speaker and fellow colleagues,
thank you for the opportunity to speak. Each of us took an oath just over a year ago that said I will bear faith
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and true allegiance to the United States of America and the State of New Hampshire and will support the
Constitution thereof. Additionally, every time we meet as a body and in committee, we pledge our allegiance
to our country and to liberty and justice for all. What does that really mean in practice? It means we uphold
the laws of the United States and when enforcing those laws, we don’t resort to unlawfulness. And justice,
justice for all, not just justice for one racial group but for everyone, no matter how different they are from
us. We are here today to urge you to put that oath and those words into practice by opposing the proposal
to build an ICE detention facility, which ICE has described as a human warehouse, in my town, the town of
Merrimack. The ICE detention center proposal raises serious moral, legal, and fiscal concerns that demand
your attention as lawmakers entrusted with protecting both human rights and our communities. ICE has a
long, well-documented history of criminal and civil rights violations, unlawful detentions, denial of due pro-
cess, inadequate medical care, and deaths in custody. Multiple investigation and court rulings have confirmed
patterns of abuse. Authorizing or enabling a facility like this places the state of New Hampshire and the town
of Merrimack at risk of being complicit in those violations. But beyond the human rights crisis, this is also a
bad deal for Merrimack and for the state. Detention facilities often generate little to no meaningful property
tax revenue due to exemptions or reduced assessments. That means lost property tax income for the town
of Merrimack, while local taxpayers are left to absorb the cost. At the same time, Merrimack’s fire, police,
and emergency medical services would be expected to respond to a high security detention center, placing an
ongoing strain on already limited public safety resources without guaranteed reimbursement. Infrastructure
is another serious concern. Daniel Webster Highway is Merrimack’s main corridor and is already heavily
traveled. A detention facility would significantly increase traffic from employee commutes, law enforcement
transports, and service vehicles, creating safety risks and compounding congestion for residents and businesses
alike. This proposal asks Merrimack to bear the financial, infrastructural, and ethical burden of a federal
enforcement system that has repeatedly failed to operate within the bounds of the law. As state representa-
tives, you have both the authority and the responsibility to say no to reject development that undermines
community safety, drains local resources, and normalizes human suffering for profit. New Hampshire can
and should choose better. We urge you to stand with Merrimack, uphold our values, and oppose this proposal.
Thank you for your consideration and support.

MOTION TO PRINT REMARKS

Rep. Alexander moved that the announcement made by Paul Smith, Clerk of the House, be printed in the
Permanent Journal.

REMARKS

Paul Smith, House Clerk: Mr. Speaker, I do need to take a quick moment. Because she will probably try to
duck out tomorrow before the end of the session day, Teresa Preston, the second assistant clerk and journal
clerk, is going to be retiring next week. She has been in legislative service for 21 years, and in the clerk’s
office for almost 20 of those years and has been my right arm for many of those years. Tracy, who many of
you know, is going to be taking over for Teresa. But Teresa, as we all know, can’t be replaced. So, would you
please join me in a hearty congratulations.

RECESS



