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Rep. Osborne moved that the House adjourn. 
Motion was adopted. 

HOUSE JOURNAL NO. 6 

Wednesday, February 22, 2023 

The House assembled at 10:00 a.m., and was called to order by the Speaker.  

Prayer was offered by Guest Chaplain, the Member from Exeter, the Honorable Alexis Simpson.  
Let us be in an attitude of prayer and contemplation. To center us this morning, I’m goin g to share a piece 
from Howard Thurman’s Meditations of the Heart. How good it is to center down! To sit quietly and see 
one’s self pass by! The streets of our minds seethe with endless traffic; our spirits resound with clashings, 
with noisy silences, while something deep within hungers and thirsts for the still moment and the resting 
lull. With full intensity we seek, ere the quiet passes, a fresh sense of order in our living; a direction, a 
strong sure purpose that will structure our confusion and bring meaning in our chaos. We look at ourselves 
in this waiting moment, the kids of people we are. The questions persist: what are we doing with our lives? 
What are the motives that order our days? What is the end of our doings? Where are we trying to go? Where 
do we put the emphasis and where are our values focused? For what  end do we make sacrifices? Where is 
our treasure and what do we love most in life? What do we hate most in life and to what are we true? Over 
and over the questions beat in upon the waiting moment. As we listen, floating up through all the jangling 
echoes of our turbulence, there is a sound of another kind. A deeper note which only the stillness of the 
heart makes clear. It moves directly to the core of our being. Our questions are answered, our spirits 
refreshed, and we move back into the traffic of our daily round with the peace of the eternal in our step. 
How good it is to center down! Amen. 

Representative Charlotte DiLorenzo, member from Newmarket, led the Pledge of Allegiance. The 

National Anthem was sung by sisters Josi and Lilly Lion of Deerfield. 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE 

Reps. Foote, Jeudy, Mason, Milz and Thomas Walsh, the day, illness.  
Reps. Booras, Bill Boyd, Buco, Cambrils, Cascadden, Cole, Damond Ford, Lloyd, Wayne MacDonald, McLean, 
O’Hara and Geoffrey Smith, the day, important business. 
Rep. Tellez, the day, illness in the family. 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

Caitlyn Czekanski, guest of Rep. Treleaven. Krishna, Sarayu, Debbie, and Vikas Mangipudi, and Johannes 
Sunthosh Maynard Krugipudi, husband, daughter, daughter-in-law, son and guest of Rep. Mangipudi. David 
Jones and Hanzhen Liu-Jones, guests of Reps. Alicia and Tony Lekas. Brenda and Sean Hopper, Anna and 
Sophia Hamel, Daemon Hess and Leigh Rudduck, family of the former member from Weare, the Honorable 
Gary Hopper, guests of Rep. Cushman. Sarah and Peter Lion, parents of the singers, guests of the House. 
Members of the Epping Sr. Citizens Center, guests of Rep. Vallone. Groups from the Raymond Coalition for 
Youth, Communities for Alcohol and Drug Free Youth, Partnership for Drug Free Youth of Laconia, an d 
Franklin’s Partners in Prevention, guests of Reps. Tim Cahill, Pratt and Lilli Walsh. Rep -elect Chuck Grassie, 
guest of Rep. Fitzpatrick. 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/
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MEMORIAL REMARKS 

Representative Cushman offered memorial remarks for the former Member from Weare, the Honorable Gary 
Hopper. 

MOMENT OF REMEMBERANCE 

A moment of rememberance was observed in memory of the former member from Weare, the Honorable Gary 
Hopper. 

MOTION TO PRINT REMARKS 

Rep. Wilhelm moved that the remarks made by Rep. Cushman be printed in the Permanent Journal. Without 
objection, the Speaker ordered. 

MEMORIAL REMARKS 

Representative Cushman: Thank you, Mister Speaker. The Honorable Gary Hopper was born in Medford, 
Massachusetts on January 5, 1957 to parents Michael and Betty. He graduated from Nashoba High School in 
Bolton, Mass. Gary worked a career as a toolmaker and a machinist for about 30  years. His wife, Brenda, was a 
teacher and they shared 43 years of marriage together. They raised two beautiful children, Anna and Sean. Gary 
was also a wonderful grandfather to his five grandchildren and great-granddaughter. Gary loved the Lord. He 
was a member of the Congregational Church of Goffstown for over 30 years. A light unto others in every way, 
he was always willing to help people in their time of need. He was a true servant of Christ. I enjoyed talking 
about God with Gary. He always explained aspects of God’s nature in simple terms that were so encouraging 
and inspiring of deeper meditation. Gary was down to earth. As a young man, he had dealt with vices. As an 
older man, he didn’t pretend to be anything other than who he was and he helped other s with their vices. He had 
a certain relaxed demeanor that made it easy to talk to him. He had a joy for life. That, combined with a sense 
of humor unrivaled, are two key traits that made Gary so likeable. Gary was a great mentor and a great friend. I 
jokingly called him my adopted grandpa and he said that was awesome because it was a compliment and an 
insult at the same time. The Honorable Gary Hopper served our state as a Representative from 2008 to 2022. 
That’s seven terms. During that time, he represented the towns of Goffstown, Weare and Deering. Issues of 
particular importance to Gary were the right to life, the right to bear arms and stopping human traffick ing. 
Representative Hopper served as the Chair of Fish and Game and on the Judiciary and Crimin al Justice 
Committees. In this Chamber he had many friends on both sides of the aisle. In 2005, when the US Supreme 
Court ruled that Susette Kelo’s house could be taken by eminent domain, not for schools, hospitals or high ways, 
but for tax reasons, there was outrage. One of the justices lived in Weare at the time and under Gary’s 
leadership, the locals banded together to take the justices house by eminent domain. The town needed a new 
hotel that would bring tax revenue and that location was perfect. News media from all over the world covered 
the bid to take the justice’s house. In the end the bid was unsuccessful, but because of Gary’s work, the world 
would not soon forget what happened. Afterward, 44 state legislatures, including New Hampshire’s, changed 
their constitutions in various ways in an effort to make sure that this never happens to a private citizen again. 
Gary certainly left a mark. Everybody knew him for whistling the Jeopardy theme song. Many remember his 
speech about paratroopers. That was before my time here. I remember how at the Bedford sports complex he 
would always give me his granola bar because he was allergic to nuts. He and the Honorable Susan DeLemus 
would sing the National Anthem together along with whoever was performing it and it would always make me 
smile. He often would ask to carpool with me because we would get out late and his eyes weren’t so great. 
Driving at night was difficult for him. I obliged, but I never told him my eyes aren’t so great either. One time I 
saw Gary’s wife, Brenda, driving in Goffstown and I pulled over to say Hi. Gary messaged me later that day 
and said, “You’re stalking my wife?” I told him I saw her at Rite Aid and I pulled over to say Hi. He said, “This 
is why I told her she needs a gun.” When Gary became sick, I was worried. He texted me telling me his cancer 
was too intertwined with multiple organs and surgery was not an option. I’m opting for kamikaze nanoparticles, 
he said. I later understood this to mean that he was having targeted cancer therapy. A t one point our friend was 
told by doctors that he had only two months to live. By the grace of God his cancer markers decreased and he 
was given more time to be with his family. He felt a little better and he returned to Rock, Paper, Hand Grenades 
temporarily, a show that he cohosted since 2011 with a couple of cohosts and most recently Joshua Solomon. 
He joined some Republicans in Weare for sign waving during campaign season and made appearances at the 
polls. He cast his final vote in the first election in 14 years that didn’t feature his name on the general ballot. 
Several months later on February 12, 2023, God finally ended Gary’s suffering and called him home to the 
Kingdom of Heaven. So, today, the New Hampshire House of Representatives remembers the H onorable Gary 
Hopper. We thank him for his years of service to the Granite State. We thank his wife, Brenda, and the rest of 
his family, some of whom are here in the gallery today, for supporting him in his service for all of those years. 
We ask God to bring comfort and encouragement to all who knew and loved Gary and that his memory lives on. 
If you would, now, in remembrance of Representative Hopper, would you please stand and join me in a moment 
of whistling the Jeopardy theme song? 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 

Rep. Osborne moved that the Consent Calendar with the relevant amendments as printed in the day’s House Record be 
adopted. 
HB 498-FN, requiring fish and fame officers to obtain a warrant to conduct a search and seizure, removed 
by Reps. Hoell, Cushman, Spillane, Dan McGuire, Bernardy, Popovici -Muller, Hynes, Prout, Comtois and 
Harrington. 
HB 598-FN, relative to funding maternal mortality reviews, removed by Reps. Sheehan, Diane Kelley, Healy, Nelson, 
Hobson, Boehm, Alicia Lekas, Spillane, Dan McGuire and Gerhard. 
HR 7, calling for the federal government to preserve and protect Medicare and Social Security without cuts to benefits, 
removed by Reps. Petrigno, Seibert, Baldwin, Meuse, Newell, Bouchard, Alissandra Murray, Damon, Morse and 
LeClerc. 
HR 16, relative to the Internal Revenue Service, removed by Reps. Gerhard, Read, Wheeler, Santonastaso, Hynes, 
Horrigan, Diane Kelley, McCarter, Yokela and Popovici-Muller. 
Consent Calendar was adopted. 

HB 126, relative to choosing the accrual date for child support payments. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. Rep. 
Debra DeSimone for Children and Family Law. The committee felt that with no amendment to clarify how often a 
change could be made, the bill lacked the option of consistency and could create acrimony. Vote 15-1. 

HB 218-FN, relative to court rules and transcripts in the judicial branch family division. INEXPEDIENT TO 
LEGISLATE. 

Rep. Heather Raymond for Children and Family Law. This bill would allow any party in any family court 
proceeding to make a recording of the process. The committee is concerned that this bill would allow parties 
involved in the Division of Children, Youth and Families, Juvenile Justice, and other non-public cases, to make 
recordings that could compromise the privacy of involved children. The committee also opposes the prohibi tion 
against family court judges using discretion to waive court rules on a case-by-case basis. An amendment was 
offered to add some privacy protections and reduce cost of the digital copy of the official court recording but it 
failed to pass. Vote 16-0. 

HB 490, relative to modifying the definition of neglect. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Gaby Grossman for Children and Family Law. The committee believes that there is no current issue with 
the state’s existing definition of neglect. New Hampshire has a system that trusts families to make decisions 
related to the needs of their child. Families can access education and training related to parenting through the 
Division of Children, Youth, and Families. Vote 14-2. 

HB 491, relative to prohibiting the use of the prone restraint for minors. OUGHT TO PASS WITH 
AMENDMENT. 
Rep. Mark Pearson for Children and Family Law. This bill, as amended, takes a balanced and realistic ap -
proach to prone restraint. On the one hand, it appropriately notes this form of subduing someone who may be 
dangerous to him or herself or others is fraught with danger and has been responsible for the deaths of 
numbers of children. On the other hand, it wisely notes that there are extreme cases in which prone restraint 
is the best or only way initially to bring under control someone who is in need of restraint. It includes the 
provisions that it is to be but a brief and transitory method on the way to other and safer forms of restraint 
and during the administration of restraint, the physical status of the restrained child must continually be 
monitored. Vote 16-0. 

Amendment (01124h) 

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:  
1 Statement of Findings. 

I. The general court finds that while certain forms of physical and medication restraint may periodi -
cally be necessary to protect the safety of a child or other around them, restraint techniques, such as prone 
restraint, that present a clear danger to the li fe of a child, or that present risk of serious injury to a child, 
should not be used. 

II. Prone restraint is an inherently dangerous form of restraint whose application has resulted in 
deaths and serious injuries to children. Current law prohibits the use of p rone restraint, a dangerous restraint 
techniques as described in RSA 126-U:4, I. It has come to the general court’s attention that, despite current 
law’s prohibition against the use of dangerous restraint techniques, the statute is not being properly 
interpreted and applied. 

III. The intent of this act is to ensure proper compliance with New Hampshire’s current law prohibiting 
the use of dangerous forms of restraint, including prone restraint, and to clarify the circumstances under 
which the use of other forms of physical restraint must cease to protect the well being of the child.  

2 Limiting the Use of Child Restraint Practices in Schools and Treatment Facilities; Definitions; Prone Restraint. 
Amend the introductory clause of RSA 126-U:1, IV(d) to read as follows: 
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(d) “Prone restraint” is a prohibited physical restraint technique which occurs when a child is 
intentionally placed face-down on the floor or another surface, and the child’s physical movement is 
limited to keep the child in a prone position. For the purpose of this definition, physical restraint that 
involves the temporary controlling of an individual in a prone position while transitioning to an 
alternative, safer form of restraint is not considered to be a prohibited form of physical restraint.  

(e) Restraint shall not include: 
3 Prohibition of Dangerous Restraint Techniques; Prone Restraint. Amend the introductory paragraph in RSA 126-

U:4, I to read as follows: 
I. Prone restraint, or any other physical restraint or containment technique that:  

4 New Paragraph; Limiting the Use of Child Restraint Practices in Schools and Treatment Facilities; Au-
thorization and Monitoring of Extended Restraint. Amend RSA 126-U:4 by inserting after paragraph IV the 
following new paragraph: 

V. Other forms of physical and medical restraint shall be administered in such a way so as to prevent or 
minimize physical harm. During the administration of restraint, the physical status of the child, including skin 
temperature, color, and respiration, shall be continuously monitored. The child shall be released from restraint 
immediately if they demonstrate signs of one or more of the following: difficulty breathing; choking; 
vomiting; bleeding; fainting; unconsciousness; discoloration; swelling at points of restraint; cold extremities, 
or similar manifestations. 

5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.  

HB 39-FN, relative to paper billing fees. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. John Hunt for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill prohibits a person doing business in this state 
from being charged an additional fee for receiving a paper billing statement, electing to make a payment by 
United States mail, or attempting to pay a bill in person. Given that so many businesses do not charge for 
statements it appears that the bill was focused on bank statements, however banks are exempt from this 
section of the law. More importantly, some businesses give a credit if you are willing  to waive the printed 
statement. Vote 19-0. 

HB 146-FN, relative to the closure of state liquor stores. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Jane Beaulieu for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. The Commerce and Consumer Affairs Committee 
believes that obtaining the prior approval of the Fiscal Committee before closing a state liquor store would be 
financially burdensome and would lead to a general court committee micro managing the Liquor Commission 
of New Hampshire. Vote 19-1. 

HB 167, relative to nano brewery licensing. OUGHT TO PASS. 
Rep. John Hunt for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. The title of the bill removes the requirement that nano 
breweries manufacture beverages in a public building. Federal law already requires the separation a nano 
must have from any residence so the existing New Hampshire law was redundant and enforcement was 
problematic. Vote 20-0. 

HB 612-FN, relative to the fees for New Hampshire wine manufacturers. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Jane Beaulieu for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. The committee heard testimony from small wine 
manufacturers requesting changes in the fee and tax structures on wine sold in -state and exemptions for a 
certain volume of wine from taxation. The Liquor Commission does not support the request at this time. In 
addition, a fiscal note was not provided. For these reasons, the committee recommends this bill as Inexpedient 
to Legislate. Vote 20-0. 

HB 46-FN, relative to the appointment of magistrates and repealing the statutes governing bail commissioners. 
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. 
Rep. Linda Harriott-Gathright for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The committee has had several bail 
bills, driving back bail reform. We accepted the recommendation from the Judicial Branch to deep dive into 
bail reform. The committee will review whether bail commissioners should be replaced or supplemented by 
court magistrates and assess the following: What are the benefits and problems with the current bail com -
missioner system? How could a court magistrate system be structured? Should court magistrates be used to 
replace bail commissioners? Should court magistrates be used to supplement bail commissioners? Vote 20 -0. 

Amendment (0371h) 
Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:  

AN ACT establishing a committee to study replacement of bail commissioners with court magis- 
t r a t e s .  

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:  
1 Committee Established. There is established a committee to study replacement of bail commissioners with court 

magistrates.. 
2 Membership and Compensation. 
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I. The members of the committee shall be as follows: 
(a) Three members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of repre -

sentatives. 
(b) One member of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.  

II. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to the duties of the 
committee. 

3 Duties. The committee shall evaluate whether bail commissioner should be replace or supplemented by court 
magistrates and assess the following: 

I. The benefits and problems with the current bail commissioner system; 
II. The potential structure of a court magistrate system throughout the state courts;  
III. Replacement of bail commissioners with court magistrates; and 
IV. Supplementation of the bail commissioners with court magistrates.  

4 Chairperson; Quorum. The members of the study committee shall elect a chairperson from among the 
members. The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the first -named house member. The first 
meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section. Three members of 
the committee shall constitute a quorum. 

5 Report. The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legisl ation to the 
speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the 
governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2023.  

6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.  

AMENDED ANALYSIS 

T h i s  b i l l  e s t ab l i shes  a  commi t t ee  to  s tudy  the  u se  o f  cou r t  mag i s t r a t e s  th roughou t  the  
s t a t e  cou r t  sy s t em to  supp lemen t  o r  r ep lace  the  cu r r en t  ba i l  commiss ione r  pos i t ions .  The  
Speake r  r e f e r red  the  b i l l  t o  the  C ommi t t ee  on  F inance .  

JIB 158-FN, relative to armor piercing ammunition. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.  
Rep. Jonathan Stone for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. After hearing testimony in regard to this bill, 
many issues were apparent. This bill, if passed, would turn many of New Hampshire’s law -abiding citizens 
into felons. The bill would outlaw a large majority of sporting ammunition historically and currently used 
today. This bill makes it a class B felony to own, store, purchase, sell, distribute, manufacture, or custom -
produce “armor-piercing” ammunition. The bill never addresses “Armor Plating” or “Ballistic Vests” levels of 
protection. The National Institute of Justice has established rating standards for various levels of protection 
from commonly used firearms ammunition in regard to “Body Armor.” Federal law, with minor exceptions, 
bans the manufacture, importation, sale, and delivery of handgun armor piercing ammunition made of certain 
metal alloys. Violation carries a fine of up to $5,000, imprisonment for up to five years, or both. It should be 
noted that law enforcement of this state did not ask for this bill, nor did they testify in favor of it, though 
several were present during the hearing. Vote 20-0. 

JIB 545-FN, amending the victims’ bill of rights. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE.  
Rep. Jennifer Rhodes for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. On the surface this bill might appear to strength-
en the victims’ bill of rights; it in fact does the exact opposite. The committee heard strong testimony from the 
New Hampshire Domestic Violence and Sexual Abuse Coalition and law enforcement that if enacted, thi s 
legislation could provide an incentive for abusers to further intimidate their victims by coercing them to 
remove no contact orders between them and the accused, to withdraw or reduce restitution paid to them, and to 
request misdemeanor charges against their abusers be dismissed. It would also create an opportunity for an 
abuser to offer to pay a victim to drop the charges against them. The victims’ bill of rights was carefully 
written by this legislature with input from all stakeholders, to ensure certain systems and protections are in 
place in order to hold abusers accountable. Changes should only be contemplated after a careful evidenced 
based review demonstrates that change is necessary. The committee heard no such evidence. Victims should 
never bear responsibility for enforcement of the law or court orders related to the crimes committed against 
them. Vote 20-0. 

JIB 453-FN-A, relative to prohibiting the folding of election ballots and providing adequate envelops for absentee 
ballots to prevent folding. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Steven Smith for Election Law. This bill would have prevented the folding of ballots to reduce machine counting 
errors. Subsequent investigation found that there are other ways to avoid the errors which do not require legislation. 
Vote 18-2. 

JIB 525-FN-L, relative to group II service retirement provisions in the retirement system. INEXPEDIENT TO 
LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Carol McGuire for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill changes the retirement calcu -
lations for group II, police and fire personnel, who were in service but not vested in 2011. This is the same 
matter as HB 436. The committee plans to address the issues of HB 525 in HB 436. Vote 13 -0. 
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HB 579-FN-L, eliminating the 2011 transition provision requirements for group II retirement. INEXPEDIENT TO 
LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Carol McGuire for Executive Departments and Administration. This bill changes the retirement calcu -
lations for group II, police and fire personnel, who were in service but not vested in 2011. This is the same 
matter as HB 436. The committee plans to address the issues of HB 579 in HB 436. Vote 12 -0. 

HB 66, establishing a commission to study non-pharmacological treatment options for patients with chronic pain. 
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. 
Rep. David Nagel for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. It is recognized by the committee that 
improved access to a variety of alternative therapies for pain management is currently lacking and necessary 
in New Hampshire. This is caused by a variety of barriers. In order to remedy this situation and provide 
greater access to care, the committee recognizes that it is in the interest of the state and its citizens to bring 
a variety of stakeholders together through committee for the purpose of creating and recommending 
strategies, statutory or otherwise. Vote 20-0. 

Amendment (0435h) 

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:  

AN ACT establishing a committee to study non-pharmacological treatment options for patients with chronic 
pain. 

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:  
1 Legislative Findings. It is believed that the most effective treatment of acute, chronic, or end of life pain is 

a patient-centered, comprehensive, multi-modal approach in which all modalities, allopathic and non-
allopathic, have a potential role, including opioids when necessary. The general court recognizes that no single 
modality is universally effective in managing pain, that all help some but not all. One of the causes of the 
opioid crisis was the unsubstantiated and misguided belief that opioids, by themselves, have the ability to 
resolve pain. Another cause was the failure of the health care system to provide access to a broad variety of 
allopathic and non-allopathic therapies in an integrative, multi-modal manner. The general court intends that 
the committee established by this act is charged with exploring and creating public policies which will 
increase access to a variety of therapies in a cost-effective, clinically effective, comprehensive manner as an 
alternative to or adjunct to other allopathic therapies including opioid therapy. 

2 Committee Established; Non-pharmacological Treatment Options for Chronic Pain.  
I. There is established a committee to study non-pharmacological treatment options to treat patients 

with chronic pain and the creation of a pilot program that supports and encourages non-pharmacological 
treatment options. 

II The members of the committee shall consist of:  
(a) Five members of the house of representatives, 2 of whom shall be from the house health, human services, 

and elderly affairs committee, one from the house commerce committee, and 2 at large, all appointed by the speaker of 
the house of representatives. 

(b) One member of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.  
III. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to the duties of the 

committee. The committee’s study shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 
(a) Design of a pilot program with goals that are patient centric, provider friendly, that uses existing provider 

networks, establishes standard reimbursement rates, and maximizes patient self-referrals with no or minimal cost 
increases. 

(b) Research creation of such a pilot program with the New Hampshire Medicaid program, the 
New Hampshire state employee self -funded health insurance program, or with other entities supported 
with state funds. 

(c) Investigate overall cost of such a program, including eligibility status for National Institutes of Health-
National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health supported grants or funding opportunities. 

(d) Research ways to enhance awareness of non-pharmacological treatment options through educational 
programs for primary care providers to enhance collaboration and integration of care between all providers who 
collectively assist in treating chronic pain. 

(e) Design a process to collect useable, meaningful data over 3 to 5 years to evaluate meeting the goals 
of the program design, specifically whether the pilot program helps patients to reduce pain while safely improv -
ing functional outcomes and quality of care for patients with chronic pain, increase use of non -pharmacological 
treatments options, while maintaining affordability by constraining cost or with minimal increases in overall 
costs to treat chronic pain. 

IV. The committee may solicit input from any person or entity the committee deems relevant to its study.  
V. The members of the committee shall elect a chairperson from among the members. The first meeting of the 

committee shall be called by the first-named house member. The first meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 
days of the effective date of this section. Four members of the committee shall constitute a quorum. 
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VI. The committee shall submit a report including its findings and any recommendations for proposed 
legislation on or before December 1, 2023 to the speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the 
senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, and the governor. 

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.  

AMENDED ANALYSIS 

This bill establishes a committee to study non-pharmacological treatment options to treat patients with chronic pain 
and the creation of a pilot program that supports and encourages non-pharmacological treatment options. 

HB 188, relative to the duration of physical therapy. OUGHT TO PASS. 
Rep. David Nagel for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. It is the belief of the committee, based 
on review of testimony and review of current educational requirements, that physical therapists have the 
knowledge base to understand at one point in time to refer a patient to an appropriate health care provider 
and a mandated statutory timeframe is no longer necessary. Vote  20-0. 

HB 223, relative to prescription refills. OUGHT TO PASS. 
Rep. Gary Merchant for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The committee finds that increasing the 
state limitation of 34-day supply to a 90-day supply does not violate federal law, and that topically applied 
testosterone medications have minimal potential for abuse. Requiring the prescriber to specify the medication 
is being used for the treatment of chronic low testosterone replacement therapy notifies the pharmacist of the 
reason for the prescription assist in their compliance with the correspond ing responsibility requirement of the 
Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA). Vote 20-0. 

HB 262, relative to laboratory testing by licensed naturopaths OUGHT TO PASS. 
Rep. Leah Cushman for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill adds licensed naturopa thic 
doctors (ND) to RSA 151:12-c, Laboratory Testing Without a Licensed Medical Practitioner’s Order. With 
the passage of HB 381 last year, patients can order their own lab tests and bring results to a medical doctor, a 
doctor of osteopathy, a physician’s assistant, or an advanced practice registered nurse for interpretation. HB 
262 adds licensed naturopathic doctors to the statute, making a simple, technical change which clarifies that 
naturopathic doctors may interpret patient-ordered labs if they so choose, but are not mandated to do so. 
Naturopathic doctors have had the authority to order and interpret labs for patients for 30 years, and this bill 
corrects the inadvertent omission of NDs in the RSA. Vote 20-0. 

HB 325, relative to the controlled drug prescription health and safety program advisory council members. OUGHT 
TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. 
Rep. Gary Merchant for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The prescription health and safety 
program advisory council fills an important and essential role. The council is composed of representatives 
from various stakeholder communities that include physicians, dentists, pharmacists, nurse practitioners, law 
enforcement, multiple state agencies including the attorney general office, veterinarians, legislators, and 
licensing boards. At times it may take longer than expected to find an individual wil ling to volunteer to serve 
on the council. In the event a replacement cannot easily be found at the end of a term, this bill simply allows 
an extra six months to find a replacement. Vote 19-1. 

Amendment (0431h) 

Amend introductory paragraph of RSA 126-A:96, I as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the 
following: 

I. There is hereby established an advisory council to carry out the duties under this subdivision. Members 
of the council shall not be compensated for serving on the council, or serve on the council for more than one 
5-year term except for the attorney general, or designee, or the commissioner of the department of health 
and human services, or designee. A member may remain a member of the advisory council until the 
appointment of their replacement for a time not to exceed 6 months from the expiration of their term. The 
members of the council shall be as follows: 

HB 397, relative to the prohibition of the possession of hypodermic needles by minors. OUGHT TO PASS WITH 
AMENDMENT. 
Rep. Erica Layon for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill, as amended, will remove the 
threat of punishment if a parent asks a child to hold their bag which may include diabetic supplies or to hand 
them supplies when their hands are full, such as when they are nursing a child. The bill, as amended, 
specifically states that misuse of the hypodermic needle or syringe is not permitted b y this change. Vote 20-0. 

Amendment (0459h) 
Amend the bill by replacing sections 1 and 2 with the following:  

1 Control or Possession of Hypodermic or Like Instruments Without Prescription Prohibited for Minors. Amend 
RSA 318:52-e to read as follows: 

318:52-e Control or Possession of Hypodermic or Like Instruments Without Prescription Prohibited for 
Minors. No person under 18 years of age shall have under such person’s control or possess a hypodermic  
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syringe[,] or hypodermic needle, [or any instrument adapted for the administration of drugs by injection,] 
unless the person has received a written or oral prescription issued under RSA 318:52 -c, or the recipient 
is acting as an authorized agent for another as defined in RSA 318:42, I under direct supervision . For 
the purpose of this subdivision, no such prescription shall be valid which has been outstanding for more  
than [one _______________ year] 2 years. Use of a hypodermic syringe or hypodermic needle contrary to the intent of  
the prescription is not permitted under this statute. 

2 Sale of Hypodermic Syringes and Needles. Amend RSA 318:52-c, I to read as follows: 
I. No person shall sell, furnish, or give to any person, under 18 years of age, an instrument commonly 

known as a hypodermic syringe[,] or hypodermic needle[, or any instrument adapted for the administration 
of drugs by injection] without the written or oral prescription of a licensed physician, physician assistant, 
dentist, veterinarian, podiatrist, or advanced practice registered nurse , unless the recipient is acting as an 
authorized agent for another as defined in RSA 318:42 . Such prescription shall contain the name and 
address of the patient, the date of the prescription, the description of the instrument prescribed, and the 
number of instruments prescribed.  
The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety.  

HB 500, relative to prescribing opioids via telehealth medicine. OUGHT TO PASS WITH 
AMENDMENT. Rep. James Murphy for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The committee heard 
from providers that telehealth has benefited patients currently allowed under the fede ral emergency order. 
The current federal emergency order allows providers to prescribe non-opioid and opioid controlled 
medications using telehealth, that is, superseding state restrictions. Patient satisfaction is equal to or better 
than in-person visits. However, when the federal emergency order ceases on May 11, 2023, providers will no 
longer be allowed to utilize telehealth for this reason. The committee finds that this bill supports continued 
use of telehealth for prescribing by providers of controlled medications within the state of New Hampshire, 
and it allows patients a more efficient use of time. This bill will provide significant benefits to patients in 
palliative care, to adolescents with Attention Disorder Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD), and to pos t-op 
surgical patients. There are safeguards in place to prevent abuse including compliance with Federal Drug 
Enforcement Agency (DEA) regulations, a robust Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP), medical 
ethics, and state licensing boards. Vote 20-0. 

Amendment (0507h) 
Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:  

1 Telemedicine; Out of State Physicians. Amend RSA 329:1-d, III to read as follows: 

III. [It _ shall be unlawful for any person to prescribe by means of telemedicine a controlled drug  
classified in schedule II through IV, except substance use disorder (SUD)  treatment. Methadone 
hydrochloride, as defined in RSA 318-B:10, VII(d)(2) shall not be included in the exemption.] A 
physician licensed under this chapter may prescribe non -opioid and opioid controlled drugs 
classified in schedule II through IV by means of telemedicine after establishing a physician -
patient relationship with the patient. When prescribing a non -opioid or opioid controlled drug 
classified in schedule II through IV by means of telemedicine a subsequent in -person exam shall 
be conducted by a practitioner licensed to prescribe the drug at intervals appropriate for the 
patient, medical condition, and drug, but not less than annually. The prescription authority under 
this paragraph shall be limited to a physician licensed under this chapter, or  a physician assistant 
in accordance with RSA 328-D:3-b, and all prescribing shall be in compliance with all federal and 
state laws and regulations.  

2 Definitions; Nursing; Telehealth. Amend RSA 326-B:2, I-a to read as follows: 
I-a. “Advanced practice registered nurse-patient relationship” means a medical connection between a licensed 

APRN and a patient that includes an in-person or telemedicine [face-to-face 2-way real-time inter- 
active __________ communication] exam, a history, a diagnosis, a treatment plan appropriate for the licensee’s medical  
specialty, and documentation of all prescription drugs including name and dosage. A licensee may prescribe for a 
patient whom the licensee does not have an APRN-patient relationship under the following circumstances: writing 
admission orders for a newly hospitalized patient; for a patient of another licensee for whom the prescriber is taking 
call; for a patient examined by another licensed practitioner; or for medication on a short-term basis for a new patient 
prior to the patient’s first appointment. 

3 Definitions; Nursing; Telehealth. Amend RSA 326-B:2, XII(a)-(c) to read as follows: 
XII(a). “Telemedicine” means [the _______ use of audio, video, or other electronic media for the purpose of diag- 

nosis, ______________ consultation, or treatment] the use of audio, video, or other electronic media and technologies 
by a licensee in one location to a patient in a different location for the purpos e of diagnosis, con-
sultation, or treatment, including the use of synchronous or asynchronous interactions as defined 
in RSA 310-A:1. 

(b) An out-of-state APRN providing services by means of telemedicine shall be deemed to be in the practice of 
medicine and shall be required to be licensed under this chapter. 
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(c) [It ________shall be unlawful for any person to prescribe by means of telemedicine a controlled drug classi- 
fied__________ in schedule II through IV except for use in substance use disorder treatment.] An APRN licensed under 
this chapter may prescribe non-opioid and opioid controlled drugs classified in schedule II 
through IV by means of telemedicine after establishing an advanced practice registered nurse -
patient relationship with the patient. When prescribing a non -opioid or opioid controlled drug 
classified in schedule II through IV by means of telemedicine a subsequent in -person exam shall 
be conducted by a practitioner licensed to prescribe the drug at intervals appropriate for the 
patient, medical condition, and drug, bu t not less than annually. The prescription authority under 
this paragraph shall be limited to an APRN licensed under this chapter, and all prescribing shall 
be in compliance with all federal and state laws and regulations.  

4 Repeal. RSA 329:1-d, IV, relative to the prescribing of non-opioid controlled drugs, is repealed. 
5 Repeal. RSA 326-B:2, XII(d), relative to the prescribing of non-opioid controlled drugs, is repealed. 
6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

AMENDED ANALYSIS 

This bill modifies the procedure for physicians, physician assistants and APRN’s to prescribe certain non-opioid and 
opioid controlled drugs by means of telemedicine. 

HB 610-FN, expanding the definition of providers who can certify patients of the therapeutic cannabis program. 
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. 
Rep. Gerri Cannon for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The bill expands the definition of provider 
under the therapeutic cannabis program to include any individual licensed in New Hampshire to prescribe drugs 
to humans who holds an active registration from the United States Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) for 
prescription of controlled substances. The bill also requires, for issuance of a registry identificatio n card to a 
minor, certification from two providers, one of whom provides pediatric care. Vote 20 -0. 

Amendment (0471h) 
Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following: 

2 Registry Identification Cards; Qualifications for Minors. Amend RSA 126-X:5, V(a) to read as follows: (a) 
A custodial parent or legal guardian responsible for health care decisions for the qualifying patient submits a 
written certification from 2 providers, one of whom shall be a [pediatrician] provider who provides pediatric 
care. 

AMENDED ANALYSIS 

This bill expands the definition of provider under the therapeutic cannabis program to include any individual 
licensed in New Hampshire to prescribe drugs to humans who holds an active registration from the United States Drug 
Enforcement Administration to prescribe controlled substances. The bill also requires, for issuance of a registry 
identification card to a minor, certification from 2 providers, one of whom shall provide pediatric care. 

HB 611-FN, relative to eligibility criteria for the therapeutic cannabis program. OUGHT TO PASS. 
Rep. Erica Layon for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill removes barriers of access for 
therapeutic cannabis for severe pain. Currently a patient in severe pain must exhaust all other options before 
obtaining written certification for therapeutic cannabis, and this is interpreted to include things as permanent 
and potentially futile as spinal fusion. Medicine is highly individualized, and there must be si gnificant evi-
dence to support the state dictating the order of treatment. Evidence to support the use of cannabis for severe 
pain has greatly increased since this program began, and now is the time to update this statute. Vote 20 -0. 

HB 235, establishing a commission to study the expansion of the landlord tenant mediation program in circuit courts. 
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. 
Rep. Charlotte DiLorenzo for Judiciary. As amended, this bill would create a legislative study committee 
to discuss and make recommendations for legislation to expand and place into statute the landlord tenant 
mediation pilot program that has been ongoing in selected circuit court divisions. The pilot mediation 
program was developed by the circuit court system to help landlords and te nants work through issues to 
avoid an eviction. Mediation is not mandatory, and both the landlord and tenant must agree to media tion. 
The pilot program has been a great success and has kept nearly 80% of tenants facing eviction in their 
homes, and it benefitted landlords because they were paid back the rent owed with direct checks to the 
landlord from tenants and various funding programs including donations from charitable organiza tions, 
payments from city, town and state welfare programs and federal Emergency Rental Assistance Program 
funds. The study commission would provide the General Court and all relevant stakeholders with an 
appropriate venue to analyze the program and assess what has and has not worked and recom mend 
changes going forward. The mediation approach is conciliatory rather than punitive and could lead to 
preservation of tenancy and prevent homelessness. The amendment changed the study format from a 
study commission to a legislative study committee in keeping with the House’s desire to re duce the 
number of commissions. Vote 18-1. 
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Amendment (0148h) 

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:  

AN ACT establishing a committee to study the landlord tenant mediation program.  

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:  
1 Committee Established. There is established a committee to study the landlord tenant mediation p rogram. 
2 Membership and Compensation. 

I. The members of the committee shall be as follows:  
(a) Four members of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of represen -

tatives. 
(b) One member of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate.  

II. Members of the committee shall receive mileage at the legislative rate when attending to the duties of the 
committee. 

3 Duties. The committee shall study the landlord tenant mediation program in the circuit courts. The com -
mittee shall solicit information and testimony from the judicial branch, landlords, tenants, and others with 
experience or expertise relevant to the study 

4 Chairperson; Quorum. The members of the study committee shall elect a chairperson from among the 
members. The first meeting of the committee shall be called by the first-named house member. The first 
meeting of the committee shall be held within 45 days of the effective date of this section. Three members of 
the committee shall constitute a quorum. 

5 Report. The committee shall report its findings and any recommendations for proposed legislation to the 
speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the house clerk, the senate clerk, the 
governor, and the state library on or before November 1, 2023.  

6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.  

AMENDED ANALYSIS 
This bill establishes a legislative committee to study the landlord and tenant mediation program in 

circuit courts. 

HB 343, relative to release of confidential records of a person appointed a guardian. OUGHT TO PASS WITH 
AMENDMENT. 
Rep. Katelyn Kuttab for Judiciary. This bill, as amended, will ensure a person who is appointed a guardian shall 
retain the right to access their medical and other confidential records, unless the court specifically finds it would 
not be in the ward’s best interests to do so. Records are often needed for the ward to demonstrate that s/he no 
longer requires a guardianship or a conservatorship. But under current law, the guardian can frustrate the ward’s 
ability to be relieved from the restrictions of the guardianship by denying or slow walking the ward’s access to 
the very information needed to show that the guardianship is no longer necessary. The committee believes this 
bill empowers people to have as much control over their own lives as possible. Vote 19-0. 

Amendment (0097h) 

Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:  
2 New Paragraph; Guardians and Conservators; Findings; Release of Confidential Records. Amend RSA 464-A:9 by 

inserting after paragraph IV the following new paragraph: 
IV-a. Unless the court has specifically ordered that the ward be deprived access to or ability to grant 

release of his or her confidential records and papers, pursuant to paragraph IV, the guardian shall provide 
medical, financial, or other records to the ward within 10 days of the ward’s request. The guardian may file a 
petition with the court seeking to amend the existing guardianship order to deprive the ward the right to access 
or grant release of his or her confidential records. The guardian must file such petition within 10 days of 
receipt of the ward’s request for copies of his or her records. Upon a finding in the record based on evidence 
beyond a reasonable doubt that the ward is incapable of exercising his or her right to access or grant release of 
his or her confidential records, the court shall issue an amended order of guardianship.  

3 New Paragraph; Resignation, Removal, or Death of Guardian. Amend RSA 464-A:39 by inserting after paragraph 
III the following new paragraph: 

III-a. Notwithstanding an order pursuant to RSA 464-A:9, IV depriving the ward of his or her rights to 
access or grant release of his or her confidential records, upon the ward’s filing a motion to remove the 
guardian, the ward may request authority to access and grant release of his or her confident ial records. No 
sooner than 10 days following the filing of such request to access or grant release of records, the court shall 
issue an order granting the ward access to and the ability to release his or her confidential records, including 
financial and medical records. In the event the guardian or an interested party files an objection to the ward’s 
access or release of such records, the court shall schedule a hearing on the matter. Unless the guardian or 
interested party establishes, beyond a reasonable doubt, that authorizing the ward to access or grant release of 
his or her confidential records and papers, including medical records, would be harmful to the interests of the 
ward, the court shall issue an order granting the ward access to and the ability to release his or her 
confidential records, including financial and medical records.  
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4 Guardians and Conservators; Termination of Guardianship; Release of Records to Ward. Amend RSA 464-A:40, II 
to read as follows: 

II.(a) The ward or any person interested in the ward’s welfare may, at any time, file a motion for the 
termination of the guardianship based upon a finding that the ward is no longer incapacitated. Provided, 
however, an order adjudicating incapacity may specify a minimum period, not exceeding one year, during 
which no motion concerning such adjudication may be filed without special leave.  

(b) A ward may request the termination of the guardianship based on a finding that he or she is no longer 
incapacitated in an informal letter to the court or judge. Persons directly responsible for the care and supervision of the 
ward may assist the ward in preparing a letter of this kind. Any person who knowingly interferes with a transmission 
made by, or on behalf of, a ward to the court or judge may be adjudged guilty of contempt of court. 

(c) Notwithstanding an order pursuant to RSA 464-A:9, IV depriving the ward of his or 
her rights to access or grant release of his or her confidential records, upon the ward’s filing a 
motion to terminate or modify the guardianship order, the ward may request authority to access and 
grant release of his or her confidential records. No sooner than 10 days following the filing of such 
request to access or grant release of records, the court shall issue an order granting the ward access 
to and the ability to release his or her confidential records, including financial and medical records. 
In the event the guardian or an interested party files an objection to the ward’s access or release of 
such records, the court shall schedule a hearing on the matter. Unless the guardian or interested 
party establishes, beyond a reasonable doubt, that authorizing the ward to access or grant release of 
his or her confidential records and papers, including medical rec ords, would be harmful to the 
interests of the ward, the court shall issue an order granting the ward access to and the ability to 
release his or her confidential records, including financial and medical records.  

(d) Unless the motion is without merit, the court shall hold a hearing similar to that provided for 
in RSA 464-A:8 and RSA 464-A:9 at which the guardian shall be required to prove that the grounds for 
appointment of a guardian provided in RSA 464-A:9 continue to exist. 

5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2024. 

HB 99-FN-L, requiring tax bills to provide information about a state tax rebate program for lower income homeowners. 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Susan Treleaven for Municipal and County Government. While the bill is well -intentioned, it will result 
in more paperwork and more personnel hours in cities and towns in order to fulfill its requirements. It will 
also make tax bills more expensive to produce and mail to homeowners, thus constituting an unfunded man -
date. This bill also requires the identification of “lower income homeowners,” which could be problematic 
and assumes that town or city officials have knowledge about individuals’ financial situations. In addition, the 
bill does not define “lower income,” leaving the decis ion on income status to town or city officials who may 
not be familiar with these exemptions. Vote 20-0. 

HB 203, relative to publication of annual county budgets. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT.  
Rep. Richard Lascelles for Municipal and County Government. This bill, as amended, clarifies and stream-
lines the method by which the county commissioners in Hillsborough and Rockingham counties deliver, to all 
responsible parties, their recommendations of the sums necessary to be raised by their respective county and  
how those funds are to be spent. The document shall also contain a statement of actual income and ex -
penditures of the preceding fiscal year. Vote 19-0. 

Amendment (0358h) 

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following: 
1 Hillsborough County and Rockingham County; Delivery of County Budget. Amend RSA 24:13-c, III to read as 

follows: 
III. The county commissioners shall mail or deliver to the executive committee of t he county convention, 

each other member of the county convention, the chairperson of the board of selectmen in each town, and the 
mayor of each city within the county, and the secretary of state, prior to May [10] 3 annually, their itemized 
recommendations of the sums necessary to be raised by the county for the next year. They shall state in detail 
the objects for which the money is required and the sources of revenue to fund such recommendations. They 
shall also provide a statement of actual income and expenditures for at least 9 months of the preceding fiscal 
year. The county commissioners shall conduct a public hearing on such itemized recommendations at least 7 
days after they have been mailed or delivered, and prior to the May [10] 15 submission date. 

HB 237, relative to the date of asset evaluation for purposes of determining eligibility for certain property tax 
exemptions. OUGHT TO PASS. 
Rep. Diane Pauer for Municipal and County Government. This bill establishes the date of December 31st, in 
the calendar year preceding April 1st, as the date for asset evaluation for the purpose of determining eli -
gibility for property tax exemptions for Disabled (RSA 72:37-b), Deaf or Severely Hearing-Impaired Person 
(RSA 72:38-b), and Elderly (RSA 72:39-a). Under current statute, a property owner may be eligible for these 
property tax exemptions based on their income and assets. The application window begins on January 1st  



12 22 FEBRUARY 2023 HOUSE RECORD 

and extends to the statutory filing deadline of April 15th of the same year. For the purpose of evaluating an 
applicant’s income, the statute clearly defines the time frame as the prior calendar year. However, for the 
purpose of evaluating an applicant’s level of assets, the time frame is at the date of application. Current law 
allows a 104-day window to evaluate assets, resulting in unequal treatment of applicants both within a 
municipality as well as across the state. By specifying a fixed date, this simp le change ensures that every 
applicant within each community and across the state has their assets evaluated on the same date, bringing 
consistency and fairness in administration of the tax exemptions. Vote 20 -0. 

HB 273, requiring composting and waste recycling to be made available to residents of public housing. IN-
EXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 

Rep. Diane Pauer for Municipal and County Government. This bill requires every municipality in the state to pro -
vide residents of public housing administered by a public housing authority, to have onsite access to “appropriate” 
composting and recycling receptacles or bins. This bill is a reintroduction of 2022 HB 1172 which was referred to 
Interim Study and subsequently not recommended for future legislation by a vote of 10-7. This bill presents the 
same issues that the committee had identified in the original bill. First, the committee believes the requirements of 
the bill necessitates raising and expending tax dollars by a municipality, constituting an unfunded state mand ate on 
municipalities in violation of the New Hampshire Constitution, Part 1, Article 28:a. Second, it is unclear as to what 
constitutes “appropriate” containers for composting and recycling. Third, the health and safety of the residents may 
be at risk from pests and vermin attracted by the nearby onsite composting. Similar health and safety risks may 
occur with recycling receptacles if not serviced frequently, adding additional costs. Fourth, not all municipal 
transfer stations and landfills are equipped to manage composting and recycling required by this bill. Vote 20-0. 

HB 293-A-L, allowing a town to appropriate funds to create a town scholarship fund. INEXPEDIENT TO 
LEGISLATE. 

Rep. Diane Pauer for Municipal and County Government. This bill amends Powers and Duties of Towns; Trust 
Funds (RSA 31:19-a) to include the creation of a scholarship trust fund exclusively for town residents. Establish-
ment of a scholarship trust fund by a municipality for select residents is not an essential function of government; 
and as such, it neither serves nor benefits the community as a whole. Furthermore, the committee believes that 
raising funds for the purpose of awarding scholarships to select residents is not a prudent use of taxpayer dollars. 
Private non-profit and charitable organizations, which rely upon private donations and fundraisers rather than 
taxation, are well suited to award scholarships as part of their independent missions. Lastly , the bill did not address 
the criterion as to how the scholarship trust fund would select recipients. Vote 20-0. 

HB 483-FN, to remove the duties of county delegations and delegate them to county commissioners. INEXPEDIENT 
TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Tim Cahill for Municipal and County Government. This bill would require the county delegations to 
give up their power to the county commissioners. This eliminates the legislative branch and we believe it is 
repugnant to the New Hampshire Constitution Part 1, Bill of Rights, Article 37. The legislative branch is an 
integral part of our form of government and ensures oversight over the other branches. Vote 20 -0. 

HB 214, relative to limitations on the designation of a portion of the Merrimack river. OUGHT TO PASS. Rep. 
Jessica LaMontagne for Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill removes antiquated language in RSA 
483:15, II regarding the authorization for complete capacity utilization of the Merrimack River. The original 
designation under this RSA was enacted in 1990. While intended to protect against excess water withdrawals, this 
section had language that, in effect, hampered the ability of municipalities to respond to water quality is sues. The 
amended legislation gives Department of Environmental Services and municipalities more flexibility and 
regionalization in their approach to water flow and quality issues of the Merrimack River. Vote 20 -0. 

HB 247-FN, relative to protective well radii. OUGHT TO PASS. 
Rep. Juliet Harvey-Bolia for Resources, Recreation and Development. This housekeeping bill removes 
encroachment waivers, requires a setback reduction form, and removes specific requirements for amended 
septic system plans. This bill clears up confusing language about property rights and elimin ates redundant 
paperwork. It streamlines the reporting process regarding protective radii around private wells where the radius 
extends onto an adjacent lot. It would eliminate the provision for an encroachment waiver which is redundant 
for deeded easements and rarely used. This bill will add more flexibility regarding monitoring requirements, 
clarifying ambiguous sections of the statute. The Resources, Recreation and Development Committee strongly 
recommends the passage of this bill. Vote 20-0. 

HB 488-FN, relative to state park campground reservations for New Hampshire residents. INEXPEDIENT TO 
LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Suzanne Vail for Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill would give NH residents a two -
day advantage, over of out-of-state campers, at the commencement of campground reservations for the 
New Hampshire Park System, each year. The committee discovered that this would not apply to state 
parks that have features, such as handicapped access, wherever said feature had been paid for by fund ing 
from the federal government. The bill sponsor supported the committee recommendation. Vote 20 -0. 
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HB 592-FN, relative to buffers around wetlands. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Dan Wolf for Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill looks to limit the ability of municipali -
ties to regulate certain projects occurring more than 50 feet from wetlands. Wetlands are statutorily defined as 
“an area that is inundated or saturated by surface water or groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient 
to support, and that under normal conditions does support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for 
life in saturated soil conditions.” This definition is found in RSA 482 -A, which establishes state regulatory 
jurisdiction and processes related to wetlands impacts. These wetlands may be surrounded by locally 
established buffer zones consisting of usable uplands. Development is restricted by municipalities by use of 
these buffer zones to protect the adjacent wetlands. Thus, while the wetlands are regulated by the New 
Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES), the buffer zones are established and regulated 
by municipalities via local control statutes. NHDES testified that the subject matter of this bill should be 
considered in a statute that deals with the subject of locally controlled buffers, such as Title LXIV: Planning 
and Zoning. The committee also heard opposition from the Audubon Society, the New Hampshire As sociation 
of Conservation Commissions, and others. Vote 19-0. 

HB 269-FN, relative to limiting the authority of New Hampshire delegates to policymaking conventions. OUGHT TO 
PASS WITH AMENDMENT. 
Rep. Tom Mannion for State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. This was one of two bills 
establishing rules for all delegates to any Article V Convention of States. This bill outlines the process for 
the election of delegates for such conventions. The amendment ensured that it would not conflict with 
existing RSA or with HB 392 concerning the delegate selection process. This bill creates a structure to 
replace any unfaithful delegate who deviates from addressing the specific constitutional issues desig nated 
by the people of New Hampshire. The committee believes this bill bolsters confidence in the Convention 
of States process and addresses fears regarding a “runaway convention.” Vote 18 -0. 

Amendment (0330h) 

Amend RSA 20-C:1, IV as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following: 
IV. “Interstate convention” means a multi-state gathering, function, or virtual workgroup which formally 

convenes for the purpose of coordinating or proposing new written policy or amendments to existing laws, 
rules, or policies, whether such convened body occurs pursuant to Article V in the Constitution for the United 
States of America or occurs due to any other existing interstate or intrastate policy -making body. “Interstate 
convention” does not include the Uniform Law Commission. 
Amend RSA 20-C:4 as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:  

20-C:4 Enforcement. 
I. The provisions of this chapter shall be enforced by the New Hampshire secretary of state.  
II. The provisions of this chapter shall not supersede any provisions of RSA 667. 
The Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance. 

HB 392-FN, relative to constitutional convention procedures for delegates. OUGHT TO PASS WITH 
AMENDMENT. 
Rep. Tom Mannion for State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. In order to alleviate certain concerns 
about an Article V Convention of States, the committee recommended Ought to Pass on two bills to ensure 
rules were established for the convention delegate process. Like HB 269, HB 392 also supports a structure to 
replace any unfaithful delegate who deviates from addressing specific constitutional issues designated by the 
people of New Hampshire. This bill ensures that delegates sent on behalf of New Hampshire adhere to the 
subject that they were selected to address. Having such safeguards is beneficial and desirable, and with the 
amendment, this bill puts reasonable penalties in place for a delegate knowingly or purposefully deviating 
from their assigned role. Vote 16-0. 

Amendment (0452h) 

Amend RSA 667:2, II as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:  
II. Representation in the federal proposing convention is on the basis of representative districts 

of the Congress. Representative districts shall be entitled to 2  delegates for each Congressional 
district and 1 state-wide at-large delegate for a total of 5 delegates.  
Amend RSA 641:2, I-a as inserted by section 11 of the bill by replacing it with the following:  

I-a.(a) A person shall be guilty of a class B felony if  such person purposefully acts in violation 
of instructions required due to their official role as a delegate to a federal proposing convention 
authorized pursuant to article V of the Constitution of the United States. A person found guilty 
under this section who has purposefully attempted to alter, amend, or supercede the Constitution of 
the United States in contradiction to the laws of the state of New Hampshire or of the United States 
may be barred from holding public office pursuant to Section III of th e Fourteenth Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States.  
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(b) A person shall be guilty of a class A misdemeanor if such person knowingly acts in violation of 
instructions required due to their official role as a delegate to a federal proposing convention authorized 
pursuant to article V of the Constitution of the United States. A person found guilty under this section who has 
knowingly attempted to alter, amend, or supercede the Constitution of the United States in contradiction to the 
laws of the state of New Hampshire or of the United States may be barred from holding public office pursuant 
to Section III of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States.  

HCR 7, recognizing the Nulhegan Band of the Coosuk Abenaki Nation. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Tom Mannion for State-Federal Relations and Veterans Affairs. After hearing heated testimony from both 
sides on this issue, the committee concluded that passing this  resolution would be detrimental to overall tribal 
relations. An apt analogy regarding this situation involves picking favorites in a family dispute. While nothing 
in the resolution precluded other tribes from submitting similar measures, HCR 7 would estab lish a new 
precedent involving a House committee choosing to recognize certain bands. Several committee members 
agreed that a recognition process for native tribes within New Hampshire should be considered and studied, but 
this resolution did not do that, as it was specific to only one band. Vote 18-0. 

HB 288-FN, relative to taxation of sole proprietorship businesses. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Sallie Fellows for Ways and Means. This bill would exempt a proprietorship (a single owner business) or 
a single person Limited Liability Company (LLC) from both the Business Profits Tax and Business Enterprise 
Tax. Some people own many separate LLCs. The Department of Revenue Administration estimated this would 
reduce state revenue by about $36 million annually. They also noted that treating some businesses differently 
simply because they have a single person owner could be unconstitutional and recommended consulting the 
Department of Justice before proceeding. Vote 20-0. 

HB 568-FN, relative to assessing all state adequate education and local education costs through the state education 
warrant. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. John Janigian for Ways and Means. The prime sponsor has notified the committee that he no longer supports the 
bill he filed and would like the bill vacated. Since it is too late to vacate the bill, the committee has found the bill 
Inexpedient to Legislate. Vote 17-0. 

MOTION TO SPECIAL ORDER 

Rep. Notter moved that HB 20, naming a bridge in the town of Merrimack for the Honorable Richard “Dick” 
Hinch, be made a Special Order as the first order of business. 
Rep. Notter spoke in favor. 
Motion was adopted by the necessary two-thirds vote. 

SPECIAL ORDER 

HB 20, naming a bridge in the town of Merrimack for the Honorable Richard “Dick” Hinch. OUGHT TO 
PASS. Rep. Bill Boyd for Public Works and Highways. This bill names the Bedford Road Bridge, which 
crosses the Baboosic Brook, in Merrimack after our former House Spe aker, Dick Hinch. A proud graduate 
of Marblehead High School and Salem State University, an even prouder veteran of the United States 
Navy, Dick was a man who dedicated his life in service to others and to the community of Merrimack. His 
numerous charitable works included the Nashua Soup Kitchen, Children of Fallen Patriots, and The 
Liberty House. His civic work in Merrimack included stints with the Merrimack Chamber of Commerce, 
Rotary and Lions Clubs. He remained active with Merrimack’s American Legion an d Veteran of Foreign 
Wars posts. Most importantly, his admirable commitment to governing our town is particularly notewor -
thy: Budget Committee, Solid Waste, Library Development and Marketing, Zoning Board of Adjustment, 
Chair of our former Board of Selectman, and 6 terms as a Member of the New Hampshire General Court 
culminating in his election to being Speaker of the New Hampshire House of Representatives highlights 
his commitment to serving others and getting the best outcomes possible. Dick dedicated hi s public service 
into making things better for his community of Merrimack and his fellow Granite Staters, a fact that gave 
him much pride and satisfaction. Undoubtedly, the source behind his pride and satisfaction, was a loyal 
and strong commitment to his family: a loving and faithful husband of 36 years to his wife, Patricia, a 
devoted father to Jay Hinch; Kelly Snow and her husband Jesse Snow; and, posthumously, a beloved 
grandfather to his grandson, Charlie Snow. Dick’s final words as Speaker of the New Hampshire House of 
Representatives personifies the essence of his true character and ebullient humanity: “We may have 
different ideas, but we all want to do what we believe is right, and there is nothing political or partisan 
about that.” The naming of the Bedford Road Bridge in honor of Richard “Dick” Hinch will serve as his 
legacy to the Town of Merrimack, a befitting reminder that his service to Merrimack built bridges for the 
community and the Granite State. Vote 19-0. 

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass. 
Rep. McConkey spoke in favor and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.  
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YEAS 356 - NAYS 4 

YEAS - 356 

BELKNAP 
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Bordes, Mike Coker, Matthew 
Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell Huot, David Harvey-Bolia, Juliet 
McCarter, Nikki Nagel, David Ploszaj, Tom Beaudoin, Richard 
Smart, Lisa St. Clair, Charlie Terry, Paul Trottier, Douglas 
Varney, Peter 

CARROLL 
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Burroughs, Anita Cordelli, Glenn 
Costable, Michael Crawford, Karel Paige, David MacDonald, John 
Smith, Jonathan McAleer, Chris McConkey, Mark Peternel, Katy 
Brown, Richard Woodcock, Stephen 

CHESHIRE 
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru 
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas 
Hunt, John Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi 
Parshall, Lucius Qualey, James Rhodes, Jennifer Santonastaso, Matthew 
Schapiro, Joe Tatro, Bruce Thackston, Dick Toll, Amanda 
Weber, Lucy Nutting, Zachary 

COOS 
Davis, Arnold Kelley, Eamon Merner, Troy Noël, Henry 
Ouellet, Mike King, Seth Tierney, James 

GRAFTON 
Adjutant, Joshua Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Berezhny, Lex 
Bolton, Bill Brown, Carroll Cormen, Thomas Coulon, Matthew 
Fellows, Sallie Greeson, Jeffrey Hakken-Phillips, Mary Hoyt, Tommy 
Murphy, James Ladd, Rick Lovett, Peter Massimilla, Linda 
Morse, Corinne Muirhead, Russell Rochefort, David Sellers, John 
Simon, Matthew Stavis, Laurel Stringham, Jerry Sykes, George 

HILLSBOROUGH 
Lekas, Alicia Murray, Alissandra Abare, Kimberly Alexander, Joe 
Ammon, Keith King, Bill Baroody, Benjamin Beaulieu, Jane 
Berry, Ross Boehm, Ralph Bouchard, Donald Bouldin, Amanda 
Bradley, Amy Calabro, Karen Chretien, Jacqueline Colcombe, Riché 
Corcoran, Travis Cornell, Patricia Creighton, Jim Cushman, Leah 
Kelley, Diane Darby, Will Devine, Shelley DiSilvestro, Linda 
Elberger, Susan Erf, Keith Davis, Fred Freitas, Mary 
Griffin, Gerald Gagne, Larry Goley, Jeffrey Gorski, Ted 
Gregg, Alicia Grill, Jessica Hamer, Heidi Harriott-Gathright, Linda 
Healey, Robert Heath, Mary Herbert, Christopher Hynes, Dan 
Infantine, William Jack, Martin Juris, Louis Kennedy, Stephen 
Kenny, Catherine Kofalt, Jim Foxx, Loren Gould, Linda 
Sanborn, Laurie Lanza, Judi Lascelles, Richard Leapley, Nicole 
LeClerc, Daniel Leishman, Peter Long, Patrick Howard, Molly 
Murray, Megan Perez, Maria MacKenzie, Mark Mangipudi, Latha 
Mazur, Lisa McGough, Tim Ming, Ben Mooney, Maureen 
Morton, Jennifer Moulton, Candace Murphy, Nancy Noble, Kristin 
Notter, Jeanine Nutter-Upham, Frances O’Brien, Michael Panek, Sandra 
Pauer, Diane Pedersen, Michael Petrigno, Peter Plett, Fred 
Post, Lisa Preece, David Proulx, Mark Prout, Andrew 
Newman, Ray Raymond, Heather Reid, Karen Renzullo, Andrew 
Rombeau, Catherine Rung, Rosemarie Ryan, Linda Newman, Sue 
Seibert, Christine Seidel, Sheila Sheehan, Vanessa Sirois, Shane 
Sofikitis, Catherine Spier, Carry Staub, Kathy Lekas, Tony 
Mannion, Tom Telerski, Laura Tenczar, Jeffrey Ulery, Jordan 
Vail, Suzanne Veilleux, Daniel Thomas, Wendy Wheeler, Jonah 
Wherry, Robert Wilhelm, Matthew 

MERRIMACK 
Turcotte, Alan Andrus, Louise Aures, Cyril Aylward, Deborah 
Brennan, Angela McGuire, Carol Caplan, Tony Carey, Lorrie 
McGuire, Dan Ebel, Karen Ellison, Arthur Gerhard, Jason 
Gibbs, Merryl Hall, Muriel Hicks, Matthew Hill, Gregory 
Hoell, J.R. Lane, Connie Leavitt, John Luneau, David 
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Moffett, Michael Myler, Mel Payeur, Stephanie Polozov, Yury 
Richards, Beth Roesener, James Boyd, Stephen Gould, Sherry 
Schamberg, Thomas Schuett, Dianne Schultz, Kristina Seaworth, Brian 
See, Alvin Shurtleff, Steve Soucy, Timothy Testerman, Dave 
Wallner, Mary Jane Wolf, Dan Wood, Clayton 

ROCKINGHAM 
Balboni, Peggy Ball, Lorie Bernardy, JD Brouillard, Jacob 
Mannion, Dennis Thomas, Douglas DeSimone, Debra DiLorenzo, Charlotte 
Donnelly, Tanya Doucette, Fred Drago, Mike Dunn, Ron 
Edgar, Michael Edwards, Jess Emerick, Tracy Gilman, Julie 
Grossman, Gaby Grote, Jaci Guthrie, Joseph Hamblet, Joan 
Harb, Robert Harley, Tina Haskins, Linda Hobson, Deborah 
Nelson, Jodi Janigian, John Janvrin, Jason Murray, Kate 
Perez, Kristine Katsakiores, Phyllis Khan, Aboul Knab, Allison 
Kuttab, Katelyn Walsh, Lilli Layon, Erica Love, David 
Lundgren, David Lynn, Bob Cahill, Michael Paige, Mark 
Pearson, Mark Maggiore, Jim Malloy, Dennis Manos, Zoe 
McBeath, Rebecca McDonnell, Valerie McMahon, Charles Melvin, Charles 
Meuse, David Muns, Chris O’Neil, Candice Ford, Oliver 

Osborne, Jason Phillips, Emily Piemonte, Tony Porcelli, Susan 
Potucek, John Pratt, Kevin Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Quaratiello, Arlene 
Raynolds, Ned Roy, Terry Pearson, Stephen Simpson, Alexis 
Soti, Julius Spillane, James Summers, James Sweeney, Joe 
Sytek, John Cahill, Tim Dolan, Tom Tripp, Richard 
True, Chris Tudor, Paul Turer, Eric Vallone, Mark 
Verville, Kevin Vogt, Robin Vose, Michael Wallace, Scott 
Ward, Gerald Weyler, Kenneth 

STRAFFORD 
Ankarberg, Aidan Bailey, Glenn Bay, Luz Bickford, David 
Bixby, Peter Burnham, Claudine Rich, Cecilia Cannon, Gerri 
Conlin, Bill Connor, James Fitzpatrick, Daniel Granger, Michael 
Howard, Heath Harrington, Michael Horgan, James Horrigan, Timothy 
Howland, Allan Kaczynski, Thomas Kenney, Cam Turcotte, Len 
LaMontagne, Jessica Smith, Marjorie Menear, Hoy Newton, Clifford 
Schmidt, Peter Pare, Gail Phinney, Brandon Pitre, Joseph 
Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Treleaven, Susan Vincent, Kenneth 
Wall, Janet 

SULLIVAN 
Aron, Judy Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope 
Drye, Margaret Merchant, Gary Palmer, William Rollins, Skip 
Smith, Steven Spilsbury, Walter Stapleton, Walter Stone, Jonathan 

NAYS - 4 

HILLSBOROUGH 
Dutzy, Sherry 

MERRIMACK 
Gallager, Eric 

ROCKINGHAM 
Read, Ellen Yokela, Josh 

and the committee report was adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading.  

REGULAR CALENDAR - PART I 

HB 459-FN, relative to transactions exempt from the regulation of business practices for consumer protection. 
MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. 
Rep. Keith Ammon for the Majority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill would remove exist ing 
exemptions for already highly regulated industries from the state’s Consumer Protection Act. The major ity 
of the committee felt this would muddle existing, well -structured regulatory control. It could also have the 
unintended consequences of increasing insurance premiums for consumers, adding unnecessary layers of 
oversight, imposing a duplicate layer of regulation, and could result in unnecessary litigation and even fraud. 
The majority of the committee believes that the current regulatory system, including the Insurance 
Department, Banking Department, Attorney General’s Office, and other agencies, are doing an adequate job 
of protecting consumers and regulating the respective industries they oversee. This bill has been proposed 
before and again has been deemed a bad idea for the state. Vote 19-1. 
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Rep. Merryl Gibbs for the Minority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill amends the Consumer Protection Act 
(CPA), RSA 358-A to remove the exemption for unlawful acts subject to the jurisdiction of other government entities. 
This bill thus maintains protection and a right of private action for persons harmed by unlawful acts, when other 
government entities with jurisdiction do not proceed under their own authority. 

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate. Majority 
committee report was adopted. 

HB 531-FN, relative to the taxation of tobacco and nicotine products. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Jane Beaulieu for Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill directs the Commissioner of the Depart -
ment of Revenue Administration to annually set the tobacco and nicotine tax based on the rates charged by 
neighboring states. Testimony provided by small retail outlets selling these products indicated substantial 
losses in revenue if the taxes mirrored neighboring states, and fewer sales means less tax revenue for the 
State of New Hampshire. Vote 15-5. 

The question being adoption of the committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.  
Rep. Stringham spoke against. 
Rep. Hunt spoke in favor. 
Committee report was adopted. 

HB 639-FN-A, relative to the legalization and regulation of cannabis and making appropriations therefor. 
MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. Rep. 
John Hunt for the Majority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. This bill legalizes the possession and use of 
cannabis for persons 21 years of age and older. As introduced, the bill would have created a Marijuana 
Commission and an advisory board with marijuana-interested parties. As amended, the bill now authorizes the 
liquor commission to regulate and administer the cultivation, manufacture, and retail sale of cannabis statewide, 
and makes an appropriation therefor. The bill maintains the Alternative Treatment Centers (ATC’s) currently 
registered to dispense therapeutic cannabis as a separate entity to manufacture, cultivate, or transport can nabis to 
their New Hampshire Health and Human Services-regulated retail locations. The bill allows them to also deliver 
to the new retail locations and potentially have the Liquor Commission take over for Health and Human Services 
in future regulation of the ATC’s. This legislation authorizes a municipality to enact an ordinance prohibiting or 
limiting the number and type of cannabis establishments that may be permitted within the municipality and 
regulating the time, place, and manner of operation of a cannabis establishment permitted within the municipality. 
This bill also establishes the Cannabis Control Fund just like the Liquor Fund, which requires funds to be 
distributed to the Department of Health and Human Services Bureau of Drug and Alcohol Services. The majority 
of the funds will be for education tax relief, but some of the funds will go to public safety agency training 
purposes and children’s behavioral health services. Funds will also be used for an appropriation to the 
Department of Health and Human Services to create public media and social media campaigns to address some of 
the risks of cannabis use. The Commerce Committee amendment eliminates the “Advisory Board” and vests 
oversight fully in the New Hampshire Liquor Commission. The “Advisory Board” was deemed duplicative as the 
New Hampshire Liquor Commission has adequate experience and skill and the general competencies to safely 
administer public safety interests under this bill and creating a new commission would be redundant and 
unnecessary. In keeping with New Hampshire traditions of local control and free markets, this bill does not 
impose top-down limits, such as picking winners and losers on retail outlets or manufacturing facilities but allows 
significant local input in the permitting and licensing of facilities within municipalities. Taxation in this bill is 
limited to a tax of 15% strictly at the cultivation level. There is no retail taxation with this bill. Taxing by 
wholesale value rather than weight, like other states, allows the Commission to audit and ensure compliance – 
similar to taxation for liquor and beer. Currently, because of lack of federal laws, all cannabis sold in New 
Hampshire will be grown in New Hampshire. The benefit of this legislation is to ensure the safety of cannabis in 
New Hampshire without forcing New Hampshire citizens to travel to our neighboring states and t o create the 
opportunity for new business to be created in New Hampshire who will pay Business Profit Tax. Vote 17 -3. Rep. 
Lilli Walsh for the Minority of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. The committee heard testimony from State 
Representatives, New Hampshire law enforcement, and students to the effect that there are innumerable negative 
factors relating to the legalization of cannabis. This bill would go against federal law and has the potential of 
creating red flag laws for gun owners. The US 1986 Gun Control Act prohibits any “unlawful” user of a 
controlled substance (i.e. cannabis) from purchasing or owning a gun. For law enforcement purposes, there is no 
accepted roadside test or level of THC in the blood to determine impairment. New Hampshire law enforc ement 
testified they are not prepared or equipped to handle increased cannabis related collisions and fatalities. Newly 
released data shows that 2022 was the worst year for overdose deaths in New Hampshire since 2017. Critically, 
legalization will send the absolute wrong message to our teens, where in our New Hampshire schools we heard 
cannabis use is already a huge problem. Every state that has legalized cannabis has “bought” coveted tax receipts 
at the tragic “cost” of ever growing personal and social ramifications. Recent evidence from California reveals 
that the black market is unaffected by legalization. The deleterious consequences and toll on human lives far 
outweigh the purported benefits of legalization. 
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Majority Amendment (0543h) 
Amend RSA 126-A:98, I-III as inserted by section 3 of the bill by replacing it with the following:  

I. The commissioner of the department of health and human services, in coordination with the governor’s 
commission on alcohol and other drugs under RSA 12-J shall administer the substance abuse prevention and recovery 
fund established in RSA 318-F:25. 

II. Funds shall be deposited into the substance abuse prevention and recovery fund as established by 
318-F:25 to be distributed by the commissioner of the department of health and human services in coordina -
tion with the governor’s commission on alcohol and other drugs under RSA 12-J. Funds may be awarded to a 
qualifying governmental entity or program for an approved use. All funds shall be nonlapsing and continually 
appropriated for the purposes of this section. 

III. The commissioner of the department of health and human services, in coordination with the gov -
ernor’s commission on alcohol and other drugs per RSA 12 -J, shall continue to make distributions from 
the trust fund. 
Amend RSA 318-F as inserted by section 7 of the bill by replacing it with the following: 

CHAPTER 318-F 

REGULATION OF CANNABIS 

318-F:1 Definitions. In this chapter: 
I. “Alternative treatment center” means an entity as defined in RSA 126-X:1, I. 
II. “Cannabis” means all parts of the plant of the genus cannabis whether growing or not, the seeds 

thereof, the resin extracted from any part of the plant, and every compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, 
mixture, or preparation of the plant, its seeds, or its resin, including cannabis concentrate. “Cannabis” shall 
not include hemp, fiber produced from the stalks, oil, or cake made from the seeds of the plant, sterilized seed 
of the plant that is incapable of germination, or the weight of any other ingredient combined with cannabis to 
prepare topical or oral administrations, food, drink, or other product.  

III. “Cannabis accessories” or “cannabis paraphernalia” means any equipment, product s, or materials of 
any kind that are intended for use, or designed for use in planting, propagating, cultivating, growing, 
harvesting, composting, manufacturing, compounding, converting, producing, processing, preparing, testing, 
analyzing, packaging, repackaging, storing, vaporizing, or containing cannabis, or for ingesting, inhaling, or 
otherwise introducing cannabis into the human body.  

IV. “Cannabis accessory retailer” means an entity licensed to sell cannabis accessories and paraphernalia  
V. “Cannabis cultivation facility” or “cultivation facility” means an entity registered to cultivate, prepare, 

and package cannabis, and sell cannabis to retail cannabis stores, to cannabis product manufacturing facilities, to 
alternative treatment centers, and to other cannabis cultivation facilities, but not to consumers. A cannabis 
cultivation facility shall not produce cannabis concentrates, tinctures, extracts, or other cannabis products.  

VI. “Cannabis establishment” means a cannabis cultivation facility, a cannabis testing facility, a cannabis 
product manufacturing facility, a retail cannabis store, a cannabis transporter, or any other type of cannabis 
business authorized and licensed by the commission. 

VII. “Cannabis product manufacturing facility” or “product manufacturing facility” means an 
entity licensed to purchase cannabis, to manufacture, prepare, and package cannabis products, and sell 
cannabis and cannabis products to other cannabis product manufactu ring facilities, to alternative treatment 
centers, and to retail cannabis stores, but not to consumers.  

VIII. “Cannabis products” means any product that contains cannabis, including cannabis extracts, con -
centrated cannabis products, and products that contain cannabis and other ingredients and are intended for 
use or consumption, such as, but not limited to, edible products, ointments, and tinctures. This term shall 
not include cannabis in its plant or flower form. 

VII. “Cannabis testing facility” or “testing facility” means an entity licensed to test cannabis for potency and 
contaminants. 

VIII. “Cannabis transporter” means an entity licensed to transport cannabis between cannabis establish -
ments. 

IX. “Commission” means the liquor and cannabis commission.  
X. “Consumer” means a person 21 years of age or older who purchases cannabis or cannabis products for 

personal use by a person 21 years of age or older, but not for resale. “Consumer” does not include a qualifying patient 
or designated caregiver purchasing cannabis from an alternative treatment center pursuant to RSA 126-X. 

XI. “Department” means the department of health and human services.  
XII. “Documentation” means all records, in any form, including electronic records.  
XIII. “Dual use certificate” means a license allowing an alternative treatment center licensed to operate 

pursuant to RSA 126-X to co-locate with and operate a retail cannabis store, cannabis cultivation facility, can-
nabis product manufacturing facility, cannabis transporter, or any combination of those licenses. A dual use 
certificate is required in addition to registration as an alternative treatment center and the registration required 
pursuant to this chapter for each type of cannabis establishment operated by the alternative treatment center. 
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XIV. “Immature cannabis plant” means a cannabis plant that has not flowered and that does not have buds that 
may be observed by visual examination. 

XV. “Inflation” means the 12-month percentage change in the consumer price index for all urban consumers, 
northeast region as published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, United States Department of Labor. 

XVI. “Mature cannabis plant” means a cannabis plant that has flowered and has buds that may be observed by 
visual examination. 

XVII. “Municipality” means a city, town, or an unincorporated place. 
XVIII. “Possession limit” means: 

(a) Four ounces of cannabis in plant form; and 
(b) Twenty grams of concentrated cannabis products, which includes hashish and pre-filled cartridges of 

cannabis extracts intended for vaporization; 
(c) Cannabis products other than concentrated cannabis products containing no more than 2,000 milligrams of 

THC; 
This paragraph shall not apply to the possession limits set forth in RSA 126 -X:2. 

XIX. “Public place” means any place to which the general public has access.  
XX. “Premises” means and includes all parts of the contiguous real estate occupied by a licensee ove r 

which the licensee has direct or indirect control or interest and which the licensee uses in the operation of the 
licensed business, and which have been approved by the commission as proper places in which to exercise the 
licensee’s privilege. 

XXI. “Retail cannabis store” or “retail store” means an entity licensed to purchase cannabis from can -
nabis cultivation facilities, to purchase cannabis and cannabis products from cannabis product manufacturing 
facilities, and to sell, transfer, and deliver cannabis and cannabis products or cannabis accessories or cannabis 
paraphernalia to consumers. 

XXII. “Resident” means a natural person who: 
(a) Is domiciled in New Hampshire; and 
(b) Maintains a place of abode in New Hampshire, unless the individual was homeless and residing in New 

Hampshire for at least 51 percent of the time. 
318-F:2 Personal Use of Cannabis. 

I. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, the following acts, if undertaken by a person 21 years 
of age or older, shall not be illegal under New Hampshire law or the law of any political subdivision of the 
state or be a basis for seizure or forfeiture of assets under New Hampshire law: 

(a) Possessing, consuming, using, displaying, obtaining, purchasing, processing, producing, or trans -
porting an amount of cannabis that does not exceed the possession limit, except that no adult other than one 
who is acting in his or her capacity as a staffer of a cannabis product manufacturer may perform extractions 
using solvents other than water, glycerin, propylene glycol, vegetable oil, or food -grade ethanol. 

(b) Transferring an amount of cannabis that does not exceed the possession limit to a person who is 
21 years of age or older without remuneration. For purposes of this paragraph, a transfer is for remuneration if 
cannabis is given away contemporaneously with another transaction between the same parties, if a gift of 
cannabis is offered or advertised in conjunction with an offer for sale of goods, services, or admission to an 
event, or if the gift of cannabis is contingent upon a separate transaction for goods, services, or the price of 
admission to an event. 

(c) Transferring cannabis, including cannabis products, to a cannabis testing facility.  
(d) Controlling property where the acts described under this section occur.  
(e) Assisting another person who is 21 years of age or older in any of the acts described under 

this section. 
II. No law enforcement officer employed by an agency that receives state or local government funds shall 

expend any state or local resources, including the officer’s time, to effect any arrest or seizure of cannabis, or 
conduct any investigation, on the sole basis of activity the officer believes to constitute a violation of federal 
law if the officer has reason to believe that such activity is in compliance with this chapter, nor shall any such 
officer expend any state or local resources, including the off icer’s time, to provide any information or logistical 
support related to such activity to any federal law enforcement authority or prosecuting entity.  

318-F:3 Smoking or Vaping Cannabis in Public Prohibited; Penalty. No person shall smoke or vape can -
nabis in a public place where the smoking or vaporizing of tobacco products is prohibited. Any person who 
violates this section shall be guilty of a violation and may be fined not more than $50.  

318-F:4 Consuming Cannabis While Operating a Moving Vehicle Prohib ited; Penalty. 
I. No person shall consume, smoke, or vaporize cannabis while driving or attempting to drive a motor vehicle on a 

way, or while operating or attempting to operate an off-highway recreational vehicle, snowmobile, boat, vessel, aircraft, 
or other motorized device used for transportation. 

II. No person shall smoke or vaporize cannabis while the person is a passenger in a motor vehicle that is being 
driven on a way. 
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III. Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a violation and shall be subject to a fine not 
to exceed $150. In addition, any person who violates paragraph I of this section may have his or her driver’s 
license, if a resident, or driving privilege, if a nonresident, suspended for up to 60 days for a first offense and 
up to one year for a subsequent offense.  

IV. In this section, “way” shall have the same meaning as in RSA 265-A:44. 
V. A person may not be convicted of both a violation of this section and a violation of RSA 265-A:1 based 

on the same incident. 
318-F:5 Odor and Personal Possession of Cannabis Not Grounds for a Search.  

I. Except as provided in paragraph II of this section, the odor of cannabis or burnt cannabis, or the 
possession of a quantity of cannabis that the officer does not have probable cause to believe exceeds the pos -
session limit of cannabis, shall not constitute in part or in whole probable cause or reasonable suspicion and 
shall not be used as a basis to support any stop or search of a person or motor vehicle.  

II. Nothing in this section prevents a law enforcement official from conducting a test for 
impairment based in part on the odor of recently burnt cannabis if the law enforcement official would 
otherwise be permitted to do so under New Hampshire law. 

318-F:6 Enforcement Authority. 
I. The commission shall have the primary responsibility for enforcing this chapter. Local, county, and 

state law enforcement officers shall also have jurisdiction to enforce this chapter. Such authority may be 
delegated to agents working under their authority.  

II. The commission shall have the authority to interpret statutes and administrative rules as they relate to 
this chapter. 

III. The commission may transfer funds within and among all accounting units within the commission’s 
operating budget and to create accounting units and expenditure classes as required and as the commissioner 
deems necessary and appropriate to address present or projected budget deficits, or to respond to changes in 
federal law, regulations, or programs, and otherwise as necessary for the efficient management of the liquor 
commission and cannabis funds. The provisions of this section shall not be subject to RSA 9:16-a, RSA 9:17-a, 
and RSA 9:17-c. 

IV. The commission may pay staff members working on both liquor and cannabis matters increased 
wages until 18 months after the first retail cannabis establishment license is issued. A 10 percent stipend 
shall be established for commission staff based on their salary, when engaged in the development and all 
administrative aspects of the program.  

318-F:7 Regulation of Cannabis. 
I. Not later than one year after the effective date of this section, the commission shall initiate th e rule-

making process pursuant to RSA 541-A for the licensing and regulation of cannabis cultivation facilities and 
for the issuance of dual use certificates. Not later than 15 months after the effective date of this section, the 
commission shall initiate the rulemaking process pursuant to RSA 541-A for the licensing and regulation of 
all other cannabis establishments and on the manufacture and sale of cannabis accessories. The rules shall 
include the following: 

(a) Procedures for the application for, issuance, transfer, approval, denial, renewal, suspension, and 
revocation of a registration for cannabis establishments, including procedures to hear complaints and impose 
penalties if alternative treatment centers with dual use certificates fail to provide an adequate supply and 
variety of therapeutic cannabis and cannabis products for qualifying patients.  

(b) A fee schedule of reasonable application, registration, and annual renewal fees, provided:  
(1) That the non-refundable portion of application fees shall not exceed $1,000, with this upper limit 

adjusted annually for inflation; and 
(2) That cultivation facility licensing fees be tiered based on the size of the facilities.  

(c) Qualifications for licensure that are directly and demonstrably related to the operation of a cannabis 
establishment and which may not disqualify applicants solely for cannabis offenses prior to the effective date of this 
chapter. 

(d) Criteria for selection among applicants when there are more qualified applicants than there are number of 
registrations available in a particular municipality. 

(e) Regulations to create at least 2-4 tiers of cultivation facilities, based on the size of the facility or the number 
of plants cultivated and providing: 

(1) That outdoor cultivation facilities shall be allowed to cultivate 3 times the square footage of canopy as 
indoor cultivation facilities of the same tier; 

(2) That security regulations and licensing fees shall vary based on the size of the cultivation facility and that 
regulatory burdens shall be no more onerous than is reasonably necessary; and 

(3) That cultivation facilities may move up to a higher tier at least once per year if they meet the security 
requirements and pay the associated fee, except that the commission may suspend this provision in the event of an 
oversupply. 
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(f) Record keeping requirements for cannabis establishments, including requirements for implementation and 
compliance with the tracking system. 

(g) Requirements for the transportation of cannabis and cannabis products between cannabis establishments, 
including documentation that shall accompany any cannabis being transported. 

(h) A schedule of fines as are authorized in this chapter for violations of statutory requirements, 
provided that, not later than 18 months after the effective date of this chapter th e commission shall report to 
the chairpersons of the house and senate ways and means committees its proposal for a fine schedule and for 
legislation needed to implement the schedule.  

(i) Procedures for hearings on penalties to include but not limited to administrative fines, suspensions, and 
revocations of licenses. 

(j) Reasonable security requirements for each type of cannabis establishment, which may be varied based on the 
size of the cannabis establishment. 

(k) Health and safety rules, including but not limited to the packaging and preparing of cannabis 
products, restricting the use of pesticides and other chemicals during cultivation and processing that may be 
dangerous to cannabis consumers, and sanitation requirements;  

(l) Restrictions on the advertising, signage, marketing, and display of cannabis and cannabis products, including 
but not limited to: 

(1) A prohibition on mass-market campaigns that have a likelihood of reaching minors;  
(2) A prohibition on marketing to minors, including marketing specifically related to social media;  
(3) A prohibition on cannabis products that are named, packaged, marketed, or designed in a way 

that mimics or is likely to cause confusion with commercially availa ble, trademarked non-cannabis 
products, including relating to their logos, the sound of the product or brand, packaging, taste, appearance, 
and commercial impression; 

(4) A prohibition on giveaways of cannabis, cannabis products, or cannabis accessories, inclu ding 
samples; 

(5) A prohibition on billboard advertising, sound trucks, or outdoor internally illuminated screen displays 
consistent with alcohol advertising prohibitions in RSA 179:31; and 

(6) A requirement for any advertising to include a standard, recognizable symbol that a product contains 
cannabis or THC. 

(m) Restrictions on where a cannabis establishment may be located, consistent with the provisions of this 
chapter. 

(n) Restrictions on the hours of sale when a retail cannabis store may sell cannabis and cannabis products, 
provided the regulations shall not allow retail stores to begin sales before 6:00 a.m. or to sell cannabis or cannabis 
products after 11:45 p.m. 

(o) Packaging, product manufacturing, and labeling requirements for cannabis and cannabis products, 
including: 

(1) Mandating the disclosure of the THC content of each product;  
(2) Requirements to ensure cannabis products and their packaging are not designed to appeal to or 

be attractive to minors, including providing that they cannot be in the shape of cartoons, toys, animals, or 
people; and 

(3) Establishing the maximum amount of THC that may be included in each cannabis product 
serving as 20 milligrams, except that the commission may change this amount through rulemaking;  

(4) Prohibiting flavors and designs of cannabis-infused beverages, oils, and edibles that resemble or imitate 
candy flavors that are marketed to minors; 

(5) Warnings, including but not limited to, those described in RSA 318F:16;  
(6) A requirement for any label, an for certain products where appropriate, to include a standard, 

recognizable symbol that a product contains cannabis or THC; and 
(7) Potency limits for cannabis products.  

(p) Health and safety rules and standards for the cultivation of cannabis and manufacture of cannabis products, 
including: 

(1) Prohibitions on additives to products that are toxic, misleading to consumers, or designed to make the 
product more appealing to children; 

(2) Safety standards regulating the manufacture of cannabis extracts and concentrated cannabis 
products; and 

(3) A prohibition on the inclusion of nicotine and other additives to cannabis products that are designed to 
make the product more addictive or more intoxicating. 

(q) Standards for the operation of testing laboratories, including requirements for equipment and qualifications 
for personnel. 

(r) Requirements for the testing of cannabis and cannabis products, including:  
(1) Requirements to ensure at a minimum that cannabis and cannabis products sold for human 

consumption do not contain contaminants that are injurious to health and to ensure correct labeling;  
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(2) That testing shall include, but not be limited to, analysis for residual solvents, poisons, or toxins; harmful 
chemicals; dangerous molds or mildew; filth; dangerous herbicides, pesticides, and fungicides, heavy metals, and 
harmful microbials, such as E. coli or salmonella; 

(3) Threshold levels for each contaminant listed in subparagraph (2);  
(4) Providing that in the event that test results indicate the presence of quantities of any substance 

determined to be injurious to health, such cannabis or cannabis products shall be immediately quarantined 
and immediate notification to the commission shall be made. The contaminated product shall be documented 
and properly destroyed; 

(5) That testing shall also verify THC and other cannabis potency representations for correct labeling;  
(6) That the commission shall determine an acceptable variance for potency representations and procedures 

to address potency misrepresentations; 
(7) That the commission shall determine the protocols and frequency of cannabis testing by a cannabis 

testing facility. 
(8) Allowances for remediation of cannabis and cannabis products whose test results are in excess of 

established thresholds; and 
(9) Minimum testing requirements for an effective cannabis and cannabis product quality assurance program 

for cannabis cultivation facilities and cannabis product manufacturing facilities. 
(s) Reasonable health and safety restrictions on cannabis accessories that may be manufactured or sold in 

New Hampshire, including a prohibition on any vaporization device that includes toxic or addictive additives. The 
commission may prohibit types of vaporizers that are particularly likely to be utilized by minors without detection, but 
may not completely ban or unreasonably restrict the manufacture or sale of vaporization devices. 

(t) Training and continuing education required or recommended for licensees, which shall include training on 
checking photo identification and for false identification. 

(u) Requirements that cannabis retail stores stock cannabis products, including flower, with low and 
moderate amounts of THC and that they be at least as prominently displayed as high potency products. 

II.(a) In order to ensure that individual privacy is protected, the commission shall not require a consumer to 
provide a retail cannabis store with personal information other than government-issued identification to determine the 
consumer’s age, and a retail cannabis store shall not be required to acquire and record personal information about 
consumers. 

(b) In order to ensure that individual privacy is protected, no cannabis establishment may record or 
store a consumer’s name, address, purchases, or contact information unless the consumer consents in writing. 
No cannabis establishment may make granting permission for the collection or storage of such information a 
condition of a consumer purchasing cannabis from the establishment.  

III. Not later than 18 months after the effective date of this chapter, the commission, in consultation with the 
department, shall develop an informational handout, which retail stores shall make available to all consumers, and 
which shall include information detailed in RSA 318-F:14. 

IV. The commission shall require all cannabis establishments to utilize an inventory tracking sys tem, 
including use of a universal product code, for tracking the transfer of cannabis and cannabis products between 
licensed cannabis establishments and the sale of cannabis and cannabis products to consumers. The system shall 
ensure an accurate accounting of the production, processing, and sale of cannabis and cannabis products and 
shall enable separate tracking of cannabis flowers, immature cannabis plants, and other parts of cannabis sold 
from cannabis cultivation facilities. The system shall allow for the tracking of lab testing results for all 
cannabis and shall be capable of swiftly identifying all products involved in a product recall. The commission 
may develop and maintain a system that satisfies the requirements of this section, or it may select a vendor to 
develop and maintain a system. 

V. No later than 24 months after the effective date of this chapter, and every year thereafter, the com -
mission shall reevaluate the fines and penalties established in RSA 318-F, and shall report in writing on its 
findings and recommendations to the chairpersons of the house and senate ways and means committees.  

VI. The commission may regulate synthetic cannabinoids and intoxicating products derived from hemp.  
VII. No later than 36 months after the effective date of this section, the commission shall make written 

recommendations to the general court regarding the regulation of hemp including: 
(a) What hemp products the commission would regulate;  
(b) How the products would be regulated, including whether registration would be required and 

whether hemp processors and manufacturers should be licensed and regulated by the commission;  
(c) Any registration fees or other charges that would be assessed on hemp products and license fees 

assessed on hemp processors and manufacturers; and 
(d) The resources required to regulate hemp processors, product manufacturers, hemp products, and the 

retail sale of intoxicating hemp products. 
VIII. A prohibition on the manufacturing and sale of cannabis alcoholic beverages. 318-F:8 

Dual Use Certificates. 
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I. No later than 18 months after the effective date of this chapter, the commission, after consulti ng with 
the department of health and human services and the therapeutic cannabis medical oversight board and hold -
ing at least one public hearing, shall develop regulations allowing alternative treatment centers registered to 
operate pursuant to RSA 126-X to apply for a dual use certificate. 

II. A separate dual use certificate is required for each alternative treatment center dispensing location.  
III. The commission shall levy a $10,000 application fee each dual use certificate. 

IV.(a) The commission shall grant or deny any application for a dual use certificate within 90 
days. 

(b) The commission shall levy a $90,000 fee for each dual use certificate. The license shall not expire unless it 
is revoked. 

V. The regulations for a dual use certificate shall include, but are not limited to:  
(a) Providing for separation of cannabis sales to qualifying patients and consumers, such as by requiring 

separate counters; 
(b) Requiring dual-use cannabis establishments to prioritize therapeutic cannabis access;  
(c) Requiring dual-use cannabis establishments to maintain or increase the diversity of therapeutic cannabis 

products available for qualifying patients; 
(d) Requiring dual-use cannabis establishments to avoid raising prices for qualifying patients beyond the rate 

of inflation, for at least 2 years after dual use licensure; 
(e) A requirement that in the event of crowding, inadequate parking, or similar issues limiting 

therapeutic cannabis access, the dual-use cannabis establishment shall take measures to prioritize thera -
peutic cannabis access, such as setting aside certain business hours when the establishment will only serve 
qualifying patients and their designated caregivers; and  

(f) Providing for the suspension of sales of cannabis to adult-use consumers in the event of a product 
shortage. 

VI.(a) Cannabis sold by alternative treatment centers holding dual use certificates to qualifying patients directly or 
via their designated caregivers shall meet the requirements of RSA 126-X:8 and rules issued pursuant to chapter RSA 
126-X. 

(b) Cannabis sold by alternative treatment centers holding dual use certificates to qualifying 
patients directly or via their designated caregivers may have higher THC per serving than is permitted 
by rules governing cannabis establishment that are issued pursuant to RSA 318 -F:10. 

VII. Cannabis stores affiliated with alternative treatment centers holding dual use certificates may sell 
cannabis grown and processed by those alternative treatment centers to consumers provided they comply 
with rules issued pursuant to this section and RSA 318-F:10. 

318-F:9 Transition of Therapeutic Cannabis Program. 
I. No later than 20 months after the effective date of this chapter, the commission, jointly with the 

department of health and human services, shall make a recommendation to the health and human  services 
oversight committee whether to transfer the department’s therapeutic cannabis program to the commission.  

II. The proposal shall include a plan to allow cannabis retail stores to obtain a therapeutic cannabis 
endorsement that would allow them to serve qualifying patients without imposing the excise tax in RSA 
318-F:23. 

318-F:10 Licensure Procedures for Cannabis Establishments. 
I. Each application for a license to operate a cannabis establishment shall be submitted to the commission.  
II. Each application shall include both the fee established by the commission and a $500 fee for the 

municipality to review the application, except that the municipal fee shall be $75 in the case of the 
smallest tier of cultivation facilities.  

III. The commission shall: 
(a) Immediately forward a copy of each application and the municipal fee to the municipality in which the 

applicant desires to operate the cannabis establishment; and 
(b) Issue a registration to the applicant within 90 days after receipt of an application unless:  

(1) The commission finds the applicant is not in compliance with the requirements of this chapter or rules 
adopted under this chapter; 

(2) The commission is notified by the relevant municipality that the applicant is not in compliance with an 
ordinance adopted pursuant to this chapter and in effect at the time of application; or 

(3) More qualified applicants have applied than the number of registrations available in the municipality, 
and the applicant was not selected. 

(d) Accept and process applications on an ongoing basis.  
IV. Each registration applies to a single parcel of real property. Any additional address requires a separate 

application and registration. 
V. A renewal application may be submitted up to 90 days prior to the expiration of the cannabis establishment’s 

registration. The renewal application shall be granted within 30 days of its submission unless the applicant has not paid 
the fee, the cannabis establishment’s registration is suspended or revoked, or the cannabis establishment has a pattern of 
violations of this chapter, the rules issued pursuant to it, or municipal regulations. 
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VI.(a) An applicant shall not be rejected on the basis that the applicant has not purchased or leased the 
property where the cannabis establishment would be located. However, the applicant may be required to 
specify the municipality in which it intends to operate. 

(b) The commission shall provide conditional approval for applicants that have not yet purchased or 
leased the property where the cannabis establishment would be located, or who require additional work on 
the business. 

(c) Once the applicant provides the commission with a completed, supplemental application that 
identifies the property where the cannabis establishment is to be located, the commission shall forward the 
information to the local regulatory authority and approve or reject the final application within 4 5 days. 

VII. Nothing in this chapter shall prevents a person or entity from holding multiple types of cannabis 
licenses and from co-locating the businesses. However, no cannabis cultivation facility, cannabis product 
manufacturing facility, retail cannabis store, or cannabis accessory retailer, shall have a direct or indirect 
interest in any cannabis testing facility.  

318-F:11 Enactment of Municipal Ordinances. 
I. A municipality may enact an ordinance prohibiting or limiting the number and type of cannabis es -

tablishments that may be permitted within the municipality and regulating the time, place, and manner of 
operation of a cannabis establishment, which is permitted within the municipality. A locality’s prohibition on 
cannabis establishments may not prohibit transportation through the locality or deliveries within the locality 
by cannabis establishments located in other jurisdictions. 

II. A municipality may enact an ordinance specifying the entity within the municipality that shall 
be responsible for reviewing applications submitted for a registration to operate a cannabis establishment 
within the municipality. The entity designated by the municipality shall be responsible for indicating whether 
the application is in compliance with municipal ordinances.  

III. A municipality may not negotiate or enter into an agreement with a cannabis establishment or 
a cannabis establishment applicant requiring that the cannabis establishment or applicant provide money, 
donations, in–kind contributions, services, or anything of value to the locality. 

318-F:12 Residency Required. 
I. Except as provided in this section, any person applying for a cannabis establishment registration shall be a 

resident, or shall have at least one director, officer, or partner who is a New Hampshire resident. 
II. This section shall not apply to an applicant for a testing facility registration.  

318-F:13 Restrictions on Location Near Schools. No cannabis establishment shall operate, nor shall a 
prospective cannabis establishment apply for a registration, if the establishment would be located within 1,000 
feet of the property line of a pre-existing public or private pre-school, elementary, or secondary school. 

318-F:14 Informational Materials and Warning Labels.  
I. The commission, in consultation with the department, shall design at least 2 versions of informational handout, 

one of which is specific to high potency products. 
II. A retail cannabis store shall include an informational handout designed by the commission in consul-

tation with the department with all cannabis and cannabis products sold to consumers, and shall include the 
high potency version in all cannabis concentrates and other high potency sales. The informational handouts 
shall include scientifically accurate information, including: 

(a) Advice about the potential risks of cannabis, and, in the case of the high potency handout, risks specific to 
high potency products, including: 

(1) The risks of driving under the influence of cannabis, and the fact that doing so  is illegal; 
(2) Any adverse effects unique to adolescents or young adults, including effects related to the developing 

mind; 
(3) Potential adverse events and other risks, including related to mental health; and  
(4) Risks of using cannabis during pregnancy or breastfeeding. This may be identical to that required under 

RSA 126-X:8, XVI(c)(7). 
(b) Information about methods for administering cannabis;  
(c) How long cannabis may impair a person after it is ingested in each  manner; and 

(d) How to recognize problematic usage of cannabis and how to obtain appropriate services or treatment;  
(e) Information regarding safe storage and disposal of cannabis and paraphernalia to prevent acci - 

dental poisonings, including the contact information for the Northern New England Poison Control Center. This may be 
identical to that required under RSA 126-X:8, XVI(c)(8); and 

(f) Unless federal statutory law or case law has changed and such a warning is no longer accurate, a disclosure 
that: 

(1) Cannabis is illegal under U.S. federal law, and 
(2) Under the United States government’s 1986 Gun Control Act, any ‘unlawful’ user of a controlled 

substance is prohibited from purchasing or owning a gun. 
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III. The commission may require retail stores to display informational posters in conspicuous locations 
about the risks of cannabis use, including regarding risks during pregnancy and breastfeeding and risks of 
cannabis use in adolescents or by younger adults. The posters shall be scientifically accurate. 

IV. All cannabis and cannabis products sold by a retail cannabis store shall include warning labels that 
provide the following information: “Warning: This product has intoxicating effects. For use by adults 21 and 
older. Keep out of reach of children.” The department may require a standard, recognizable symbol on all 
cannabis packaging to signify that THC or other cannabinoids are included in the product.  

V. All cannabis products sold by retail cannabis stores shall include: 
(a) A warning label that provides, “Caution: When eaten or swallowed, the intoxicating effects of this 

product may be delayed by up to 2 hours,” unless the commission determines that a different time frame 
should be specified. 

(b) A disclosure of ingredients and possible allergens. 
(c) A nutritional fact panel. 
(d) Opaque, child-resistant packaging, which shall be designed or constructed to be significantly difficult for 

children under 5 years of age to open and not difficult for normal adults to use properly as defined by 16 C.F.R. section 
1700.20. 

318-F:15 Lawful Operation of Cannabis-Related Facilities. If undertaken by a person 21 years of age or 
older, the following acts shall not be illegal under New Hampshire law or be a basis for seizure or forfeiture 
of assets under New Hampshire law: 

I. Possessing, displaying, or transporting cannabis or cannabis products; obtaining or purchasing can -
nabis from a cannabis cultivation facility; delivering or transferring cannabis to a cannabis testing facility; 
obtaining or purchasing cannabis or cannabis products from a cannabis product manufacturing facility; or 
sale, delivery, or distribution of cannabis or cannabis products to an adult who is 21 years of age or older or 
to retail cannabis stores or alternative treatment centers, if the person or business entity conducting the 
activities described in this paragraph has obtained a current, valid registration to operate a re tail cannabis 
store or is acting in his or her capacity as an owner, employee, or agent of a licensed retail cannabis store.  

II. Cultivating, harvesting, processing, packaging, transporting, displaying, or possessing cannabis; 
obtaining or purchasing cannabis seeds or seedlings or immature cannabis plants from any adult 21 years of 
age or older; delivering or transferring cannabis to a cannabis testing facility; selling or transferring can nabis 
that has not been processed into extracts, concentrates, or other preparations to a cannabis cultivation facility, 
a cannabis product manufacturing facility, or a retail cannabis store or alternative treatment center; or 
obtaining or purchasing cannabis from a cannabis cultivation facility, if the person or business enti ty 
conducting the activities described in this paragraph has obtained a current, valid registration to operate a 
cannabis cultivation facility or is acting in his or her capacity as an owner, employee, or agent of a licensed 
cannabis cultivation facility. 

III. Packaging, processing, transporting, manufacturing, displaying, or possessing cannabis or cannabis 
products; delivering or transferring cannabis or cannabis products to a cannabis testing facility; selling can -
nabis or cannabis products to a retail cannabis store, alternative treatment center, or a cannabis product 
manufacturing facility; purchasing or obtaining cannabis from a cannabis cultivation facility; or purchasing or 
obtaining cannabis or cannabis products from a cannabis product manufacturing facil ity, if the person or 
business entity conducting the activities described in this paragraph has obtained a current, valid registration 
to operate a cannabis product manufacturing facility or is acting in his or her capacity as an owner, employee, 
or agent of a licensed cannabis product manufacturing facility.  

IV. Possessing, obtaining, cultivating, processing, storing, transporting, receiving, or displaying 
cannabis or cannabis products if the person or business entity has obtained a current, valid registration  
to operate a cannabis testing facility or is acting in his or her capacity as an owner, employee, or agent 
of a licensed cannabis testing facility.  

V. Engaging in any activities involving cannabis or cannabis products if the person or business entity 
conducting the activities has obtained a current, valid license to operate a cannabis establishment or is acting in 
his or her capacity as an owner, employee, or agent of a licensed cannabis establishment, and the activities are 
within the scope of activities allowed by the commission for that type of cannabis establishment.  

VI. Possessing, obtaining, cultivating, processing, storing, transporting, or receiving c annabis obtained 
from a cannabis establishment or transporting, delivering, or transferring cannabis to a cannabis establish ment 
if the person or business entity has obtained a current, valid license to operate a cannabis transporter or is 
acting in his or her capacity as an owner, employee, or agent of a registered cannabis transporter.  

VII. Obtaining or purchasing cannabis from a cannabis cultivation facility; delivering or 
transferring cannabis to a cannabis testing facility; or obtaining or purchasing canna bis or cannabis products 
from a cannabis product manufacturing facility if the person or business entity conducting the activities 
described in this paragraph possesses a valid license to operate an alternative treatment center or is acting in 
his or her capacity as an owner, employee, or agent of a licensed alternative treatment center.  
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VIII. Leasing or otherwise allowing the use of property owned, occupied, or controlled by any person, 
corporation, or other entity for any of the activities conducted lawfully in accordance with this chapter. 

IX. Selling, offering for sale, transferring, transporting, or delivering cannabis to establishments licensed 
to process or sell cannabis under the laws of other states if the person or business entity has obtained a cur rent, 
valid license to operate a cannabis transporter, cannabis product manufacturing facili ty, or cannabis cultivation 
facility or is acting in his or her capacity as an owner, employee, or agent of a cannabis transporter, cannabis 
product manufacturing facility, or cannabis cultivation facility.  

318-F:16 Proof of Purchaser’s Identity. 
I. For the purposes of this chapter, any person or entity making the sale of cannabis or cannabis accessories to any 

purchaser whose age is in question may accept any official documentation listed in RSA 179:8 as proof that the 
purchaser is 21 years of age or older. 

II. The establishment of all of the following facts by a retail cannabis store or an agent or employee of a 
retail store making a sale of cannabis or cannabis accessories to a person under the age of 21 shall constitute 
an affirmative defense to any prosecution for such sale: 

(a) That the person presented what an ordinary and prudent person would believe to be valid documentation of a 
type listed in RSA 179:8. 

(b) That the sale was made in good faith relying upon such documentation and appearance in t he 
reasonable belief that the person was 21 years of age or older. No identification scanning or collection of 
personally identifiable information shall be required under this section.  

318-F:17 Driving; Minors; and Control of Property. 
I. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to permit driving or operating under the influence of drugs 

or liquor pursuant to RSA 265-A, nor shall this section prevent the state from enacting and imposing penal -
ties for driving under the influence of or while impaired by canna bis. 

II. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to permit the transfer of cannabis, with or without remu-
neration, to a person under the age of 21, or to allow a person under the age of 21 to purchase, possess, use, transport, 
grow, or consume cannabis. 

III. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit a state or county correctional facility from prohibiting the 
possession, consumption, use, display, transfer, distribution, sale, transportation, or growing of cannabis on 
or in the correctional facility’s property. 

IV.(a) Except as provided in this section, this chapter does not require any person, corporation, or any 
other entity that occupies, owns, or controls a property to allow the consumption, cultivation, display, sale, 
or transfer of cannabis on or in that property. 

(b) In the case of the rental of a residential dwelling, a landlord shall not prohibit the possession of cannabis or 
the consumption of cannabis by non-smoked means unless: 

(1) The tenant is a roomer who is not leasing the entire residential dwelling;  
(2) The residence is incidental to the provision of educational, counseling, religious, or similar service;  
(3) The residence is a transitional housing facility; or  
(4) Failing to prohibit cannabis possession or consumption would violate federal law or regulations 

or cause the landlord to lose a monetary or licensing-related benefit under federal law or regulations.  
(c) This chapter shall not prevent a landlord from prohibiting cannabis smoking or cannabis cultivation. 

(d) An adult who is 21 or older may use cannabis on privately owned real property only with permission 
of the property owner or, in the case of leased or rented property, with the permission of the tenant in possession 
of the property, except that a tenant shall not allow a person to smoke cannabis on rented property if smoking on 
the property violates the lease or the lessor’s rental policies that apply to all tenants at the property. However, a 
tenant may permit an adult who is 21 or older to use cannabis on leased property by ingestion or inhalation 
through vaporization even if smoking is prohibited by the lease or rental policies. For purposes of this chapter, 
vaporization shall mean the inhalation of cannabis without the combustion of the cannabis. 

318-F:18 Enforcement of Contracts. Contracts related to the operation of a cannabis establishment licensed 
pursuant to this chapter shall be enforceable. No contract entered into by a licensed cannabis establishment or 
its employees or agents as permitted pursuant to a valid license, or by those who allow property to be used by 
an establishment, its employees, or its agents as permitted pursuant to a valid license, shall be unenforce able 
on the basis that cultivating, obtaining, manufacturing, distributing , dispensing, transporting, selling, 
possessing, or using cannabis is prohibited by federal law.  

318-F:19 Non-Discrimination for State-Legal Cannabis Activities and Prior Convictions.  
I. Except as provided in this section, a holder of a professional or occupational license may not be subject to 

professional discipline for: 
(a) Providing advice or services related to cannabis establishments or applications to operate cannabis 

establishments on the basis that cannabis is illegal under federal law; or 
(b) Engaging in activities allowed by this chapter.  
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II. An applicant for a professional or occupational license may not be denied a license based on:  
(a) Previous employment related to cannabis establishments operating  in accordance with state law; 
(b) A prior conviction for a non-violent cannabis offense that does not involve distribution to minors, or 
(c) Engaging in activities allowed by this chapter.  

III. Except as provided in this section, neither the state nor any of its political subdivisions may impose 
any penalty or deny any benefit or entitlement for conduct permitted under this chapter or for the presence of 
cannabinoids or cannabinoid metabolites in the urine, blood, saliva, breath, hair, or other tissue or fluid of a 
person who is 21 years of age or older.  

IV. Except as provided in this section, neither the state nor any of its political subdivisions may deny a 
driver’s license, a professional license, housing assistance, social services, or other benefits based on cannabis 
use or for the presence of cannabinoids or cannabinoid metabolites in the urine, blood, saliva, breath, hair, or 
other tissue or fluid of a person who is 21 years of age or older.  

V. A person shall not be denied custody of or visitation with a minor for acting in accordance with this 
chapter, unless the person’s behavior is such that it creates an unreasonable danger to the minor that can be 
clearly articulated and substantiated. 

VI. Except as provided in this section, neither the state nor any of its political subdivisions may discriminate 
against a person in hiring, termination, or any term or condition of employment, or otherwise penalize a person in 
employment or contracting, if the discrimination is based upon either of the following: 

(a) Engaging in activities allowed by this chapter;  
(b) A prior conviction for a non-violent cannabis offense that does not involve distribution to minors; or 
(c) Testing positive for the presence of cannabinoids or cannabinoid metabolites in the urine, blood, saliva, 

breath, hair, or other tissue or fluid of the individual’s body. 
VII.(a) This section does not prevent an employer from disciplining an employee or contractor for ingesting 

cannabis in the workplace or for working while impaired by cannabis. 
(b) The protections provided by this section do not apply to the extent that they conflict with a gov -

ernmental employer’s obligations under federal law or regulations or to the extent that they would disqualify 
the entity from a monetary or licensing-related benefit under federal law or regulations.  

(c) This section does not authorize any person to engage in, and does not prevent the imposition of 
any civil, criminal, disciplinary, or other penalties, including discipline or termination by a governmental 
employer, any task while under the influence of cannabis, when doing so would constitute negligence or 
professional malpractice. 

VIII. For the purposes of medical care, including organ and tissue transplants, the use of cannabis does not 
constitute the use of an illicit substance or otherwise disqualify a person from needed medical care and may only be 
considered with respect to evidence-based clinical criteria. 

IX. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, unless there is a specific finding that the individual’s 
use, cultivation, or possession of cannabis could create a danger to the individual or another person, it shall 
not be a violation of conditions of parole, probation, or pre -trial release to: 

(a) Engage in conduct allowed by this chapter; or 
(b) Test positive for cannabis, tetrahydrocannabinol, or any other cannabinoid or metabolite of cannabis.  

X. This section does not authorize any person to engage in, and does not prevent the imposition of any penalties 
for engaging in, the following conduct: 

(a) Undertaking any task under the influence of cannabis, when doing so would constitute negligence or 
professional malpractice. 

(b) Operating, navigating, or being in actual physical control of any motor vehicle, aircraft, train, or motorboat 
while under the influence of cannabis. 

318-F:20 Data Collection Related to Cannabis Legalization and Regulation.  

I. No later than 6 months after the effective date of this chapter and every 2 years thereafter, the de -
partment of safety, information and analysis center, drug monitoring initiative, shall produce and publish a 
report that includes baseline data and the most current data regarding health and welfare outcomes since 
cannabis became legal and regulated for adults’ use, including but not limited to high school graduation rates; 
youth and adult rates of alcohol, cannabis, and illegal drug use; rates of maladaptive use of c annabis; rates of 
alcohol abuse; opiate use and abuse rates; the number and type of youth and adult convictions for cannabis 
offenses; and the rates of individuals needing but not receiving substance abuse treatment. The report shall 
also include information on treatment and prevention services provided, education campaigns undertaken, and 
funding allocated under RSA 318-F:21. 

II. No later than 6 months after the effective date of this chapter, and again 18 months after the effective 
date of this chapter, the Judicial Branch shall produce and publish a report that includes the number of cases dismissed 
pursuant to RSA 651:5-e. 

318-F:21 Cannabis Fund Established. 
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I. There is established a nonlapsing fund to be known as the cannabis fund. The fund shall be kept 
distinct and separate from all other funds in the state treasury, and the moneys credited to the fund shall be 
held distinct and separate from all other funds over which the state treasurer has control. Moneys in the 
fund shall be deposited with any financial institution as defined in RSA 383 -A:2-201(a)(27-a), with a 
branch in the state. Moneys credited to the fund shall include deposits into the fund by the comm ission 
pursuant to this chapter and deposits into the fund by the commissioner of the department of revenue 
administration pursuant to RSA 77-H. 

II. For the biennium ending June 30, 2025, and every biennium thereafter, the commission shall include the cost 
of administration of this chapter in the commission’s efficiency expenditure request pursuant to RSA 9:4. 

III. For the biennium ending June 30, 2025, the sum of $2,000,000 is hereby appropriated to the cannabis 
commission for the cost of administration of this chapter. Said sum shall be a charge against the fund. 

IV. The commission shall credit all fees and civil penalties imposed under this chapter and all other related 
moneys received from public or private sources to the fund. 

V. After deducting appropriations charged to the fund for the cost of administration of this chapter and RSA 77-H, 
the remaining funds shall be appropriated and distributed on a quarterly basis as follows: 

(a) The sum of $100,000 annually to the department of safety, information and analysis center, 
drug monitoring initiative, for data collection and reporting related to the health impacts of cannabis 
prohibition and cannabis regulation; and 

(b) Of the remaining funds: 
(1)(A) Eighty percent shall be disbursed to the department of administrative services to be credited 

to the New Hampshire retirement system to offset the retirement system’s unfunded accrued liability. Upon 
certification by the commissioner of the department of administrative services that the retirement system has 
no remaining unfunded accrued liability, this disbursement of funds shall cease.  

(B) Upon certification by the commissioner of the department of administrative services that the 
retirement system has no remaining unfunded accrued liability, 80 percent shall be disbursed to the educa tion 
trust fund established in RSA 198:39. The comptroller shall notify the commissioner of the department of 
revenue administration of the amount of the transfer.  For the purpose of setting the education tax rate under 
RSA 76:3, the amount of revenue required to be collected pursuant to RSA 76:3 shall be reduced by the 
amount transferred to the education trust fund as required in this subparagraph, and the commissi oner shall 
set the rate at a level sufficient to generate the reduced amount. This rate shall be effective for the following 
fiscal year. 

(2) Ten percent shall be allocated to the substance abuse prevention and recovery fund established by RSA 
318-F:22. 

(3) Five percent for broad-based aid to municipalities with at least one operational cannabis retail 
store during the time period in which the revenues were collected, with the amount of allocation to each 
municipality determined based on the percent of tax revenue collected from retail stores located in the mu-
nicipality; and 

(4) Five percent, not to exceed $1 million, to public safety agencies, including police, fire, and rescue 
agencies, for the hiring and training of additional drug recognition experts, for advanced roadside impaired driving 
enforcement training, and to assist in responding to drug overdose incidents. 

318-F:22 Substance Abuse Prevention and Recovery Fund Established. There is hereby established in the 
state treasury the substance abuse prevention and recovery fund that shall be kept distinct and separate from 
all other funds. All proceeds allocated to the fund pursuant to RSA 318-F:21 shall be deposited in the fund. 
The state treasurer shall invest the fund in accordance with RSA 6:8. Any earnings on fund moneys shall be 
added to the fund. All moneys in the fund shall be nonlapsing and shall be continual ly appropriated to the 
commissioner of the department of health and human services for the purposes and in the manner set forth in 
RSA 126-A:98. 

318-F:23 Tax Imposed. 
I. A tax on the monthly total gross revenue of licensed cannabis cultivation facilities is imposed at the rate of 15 

percent. 
II. Each licensed cannabis cultivation facility shall pay 100 percent of the assessment in paragraph I for the 

assessment period no later than the fifteenth day of the month following the assessment period. 
III. If a licensed cannabis cultivation facility does not pay the monthly tax as required under this section, a 

fine of 10 percent of the tax owed shall be applied to the payment and collected by the commission from the 
licensee. 

IV. The commission shall adopt rules under RSA 541-A relative to tax rates and procedures for licensed 
cannabis cultivation facilities that also hold a cannabis product manufacturing facility license or retail can -
nabis store license. 
Amend the bill by replacing all after section 14 with the following: 
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15 New Section; Sentences; Annulment of Certain Arrests and Convictions for Cannabis. Amend RSA 651 by 
inserting after section 5-b the following new section: 

651:5-c Certain Crimes Not to be Pursued; Dismissal. I. 
As used in this section: 

(a) “Cannabis” means “cannabis” as defined in RSA 318-F:1, II. 
(b) “Possession limit” means “possession limit” as defined in RSA 318-F:1, XVIII. 

II.(a) Except to the extent required to dismiss, withdraw, or terminate the charge, no prosecutor shall pursue 
any charge based on crimes or offenses pending with a court that occurred prior to the effective date of RSA 

318-F, involving a person 21 years of age or older knowingly or purposely obtaining, purchasing, 
transporting, manufacturing or possessing, actually or constructively, or h aving under his or her control, no 

more than the possession limit of cannabis where the offense occurred before the effective date of RSA 318 -
F. (b) The existence of convictions in other counts within the same case that are not eligible for dismissal 

pursuant to this section or other applicable laws shall not prevent any conviction otherwise eligible for dis -
missal under this section from being dismissed pursuant to this section.  

III. On the first day of the fifth month next following the effective date of RSA 318-F, any guilty verdict, 
plea, placement in a diversionary program, or other entry of guilt on a matter that was entered prior to that 
effective date, but the judgment of conviction or final disposition on the matter was not entered prior to that 
date, and the guilty verdict, plea, placement in a diversionary program, or other entry of guilt solely involved 
one or more crimes or offenses involving a person 21 years of age or older knowingly or purposely obtaining, 
purchasing, transporting, manufacturing or possessing, actually or constructively, or having under his or her 
control, no more than the possession limit of cannabis, shall be vacated by operation of law. The judicial 
branch, in consultation with the attorney general, may take any administrative action as may be necessary to 
vacate the guilty verdict, plea, placement in a diversionary program, or other entry of guilt.  

16 Assessment; Education Tax. Amend RSA 76:3 to read as follows:  
76:3 Education Tax. Beginning July 1, 2005, and every fiscal year thereafter, the commissioner of the de-

partment of revenue administration shall set the education tax rate at a level sufficient to generate revenue of 
$363,000,000, less any amount credited to the education trust fund pursuant to RSA 318-F:25, when 
imposed on all persons and property taxable pursuant to RSA 76:8, except property subject to tax under RSA 
82 and RSA 83-F. The education property tax rate shall be effective for the following fiscal year. The rate 
shall be set to the nearest 1/2 cent necessary to generate the revenue required in this section. 

17 Use of Cannabis for Therapeutic Purposes; Definition of Alternative Treatment Center. Amend RSA 126-X:1, I 
to read as follows: 

I. “Alternative treatment center” means a domestic business corporation organized under RSA 
293-A, a domestic limited liability company organized under RSA 304-C, or a not-for-profit [entity] 
voluntary corporation organized under RSA 292 that is registered under RSA 126-X:7 that acquires, 
possesses, cultivates, manufactures, delivers, transfers, transports, sells, supplies, and dispenses cannabis, 
and related supplies and educational materials, to qualifying patients, designated caregivers, other alternative 
treatment centers, and visiting qualifying patients.  

18 Use of Cannabis for Therapeutic Purposes; Departmental Administration. Amend RSA 126-X:7, IV(a) (4) to 
read as follows: 

(4) The name, address, and date of birth of each principal officer and board member of the alterna-
tive treatment center. The board of directors, or board of managers as applicable, for the [nonprofit] 
alternative treatment center shall include at least one physician, advance practice registered nurse, or 
pharmacist licensed to practice in New Hampshire and at least one patient qualified to register as a qualifying 
patient. The majority of board members, or managers as applicable, shall be New Hampshire residents. A 
medical professional listed in this subparagraph may be a member of the alternative treatment center board or 
directors, or managers as applicable, but shall not maintain an ownership interest in the center.  

19 Use of Cannabis for Therapeutic Purposes; Alternative Treatment Center Requirements. Amend RSA 126-X:8, I 
to read as follows: 

I. An alternative treatment center shall be operated on a for profit or not-for-profit basis for the benefit of its 
patients. An alternative treatment center need not be recognized as a tax-exempt organization by the Internal Revenue 
Service. 

20 New Paragraphs; Use of Cannabis for Therapeutic Purposes; Alternative Treatment Center Requirements. 
Amend RSA 126-X:8 by inserting after paragraph XVIII the following new paragraphs: 

XIX. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, an alternat ive treatment center shall be subject to 
RSA 293-A if organized as a domestic business corporation, RSA 304-C if organized as a domestic limited 
liability company, and RSA 292 if organized as a voluntary corporation.  

XX. An alternative treatment center organized as a voluntary corporation under RSA 292 may, on or 
before December 31, 2024, convert from a voluntary corporation under RSA 292 to either a domestic business 
corporation organized under RSA 293-A or a limited liability company organized under RSA 304-C in any of 
the following ways: 
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(a) By adopting a plan of entity conversion in accordance with RSA 293-A or RSA 304-C, as 
applicable, that includes a provision prohibiting the sale of memberships or shares to a foreign corporation for a 
period of 3 years, provided that each such conversion shall be authorized by a vote of 2/3 of the members of the 
board of directors at a meeting duly called for the purpose or by unanimous written consent. 

(b) By adopting a plan of merger in accordance with RSA 293-A that includes a provision prohibiting 
the sale of memberships or shares to a foreign corporation for a period of 3 years, for which the domestic 
business corporation shall be the surviving entity, provided that, such merger shall be authorized by a vote of 
2/3 of the members of the board of directors of the alternative treatment center at a meeting duly called for the 
purpose or by unanimous written consent.  

(c) By adopting a plan of merger in accordance with RSA 304-C that includes a provision prohibiting 
the sale of memberships or shares to a foreign corporation for a period of 3 years, for which the domestic 
limited liability company shall be the surviving entity, provided that, such merger shall be authorized by a 
vote of 2/3 of the members of the board of directors at a meeting duly called for the purpose or by unanimous 
written consent. 

XXI. Articles of entity conversion or articles of merger, as applicable, shall be signed and submitted to 
the secretary of state pursuant to RSA 293-A or RSA 304-C, as applicable, and the secretary of state shall 
approve all such filings submitted pursuant to this section.  

XXII. The secretary of state shall certify such articles of entity conversion or articles of merger and shall 
provide them to the department. Upon receipt, the department shall update the existing licenses held by the 
converted or merged alternative treatment center. 

XXIII. For the purposes of converting or merging an alternative treatment center pursuant to this 
section, notwithstanding any provision in the articles of agreement or alternative treatment center license 
applications to the contrary, the members of an alternative treatment center’s board of directors may determine 
that a plan of entity conversion or merger is consistent with its corporate charter, and such voluntary 
corporation may surrender its articles of agreement in connection with the plan of entity conversion or merger. 

XXIV.(a) Any alternative treatment center choosing to convert or merge pursuant to this section shall  
obtain an independent fair market valuation of its total assets as of June 30, 2024. The valuation of the total 
assets of such alternative treatment center, if positive, shall be distributed to one or more charitable organiza -
tions solely for charitable purposes. The director of charitable trusts shall receive a copy of the valuation and 
may file any objection relating thereto with the court within 60 days. Except as set forth in this section and 
notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, no portion of the assets of such alternative treatment center 
after the conversion or merger, as applicable, shall be deemed to be charitable assets.  

(b) Any alternative treatment center choosing to convert or merge pursuant to this section shall 
submit a copy of the plan of conversion or merger to the director of charitable trusts. The director may file 
an objection relating to the plan with the court within 60 days.  

(c) Any alternative treatment center that has converted or merged pursuant to this section shall, on 
December 31, 2024 and thereafter for 2 years, annually file a letter with the director of charitable trusts 
certifying compliance with the requirements of RSA 126-X:8, XX. 

21 Voluntary Corporations; Change of Name. Amend RSA 292:7 to read as follows: 292:7 
Change of Name; Amending Articles. 

I. Any corporation now or hereafter organized or registered in accordance with the provisions of this 
chapter, and any existing corporation which may have been so organized or registered, may change its name, 
increase or decrease its capital stock or membership certificates, merge with or acquire any other corporation 
formed pursuant to this chapter, or amend its articles of agreement, by a majority vote of such corporation’s 
board of directors or trustees, at a meeting duly called for  that purpose, and by recording a certified copy of such 
vote in the office of the secretary of state and in the office of the clerk of the town or city in this state which is 
its principal place of business. In the case of a foreign nonprofit corporation registered in New Hampshire, a 
copy of the amendment or plan of merger, certified by the proper officer of the state of incorporation, shall be 
filed with the secretary of state, together with the fee provided in RSA 292:5. The surviving corporation in a 
merger shall continue to have all the authority and powers vested in the merging corporations, including any 
powers previously conferred upon them by the legislature. 

II. An alternative treatment center registered pursuant to RSA 126 -X and organized under 
this chapter may, pursuant to RSA 126-X:8, XX, convert to either a domestic corporation organized 
under RSA 293-A or a limited liability company organized under to RSA 304 -C, and may merge with 
a domestic business corporation organized under RSA 293 -A or a limited liability company organized 
under RSA 304-C. 

22 New Subparagraph; New Hampshire Business Corporations Act; Entity Conversion Authorized. Amend RSA 293-
A:9.50 by inserting after subparagraph (f) the following new subparagraph: 

(g) Alternative treatment centers registered pursuant to RSA 126-X and organized pursuant to RSA 292 may 
become a domestic corporation pursuant to a plan of conversion in accordance with RSA 126-X:8, 
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XX and this subdivision. The alternative treatment center shall be deemed to be a domestic unincorporated entity for 
purposes of applying RSA 293-A:9.50 through RSA 293-A:9.56, except that approval of the conversion shall be as 
outlined in RSA 126-X:8, XX. 
23 Limited Liability Companies; Statutory Conversions. Amend RSA 304 -C:149, I to read as follows: I. 
Any other business entity , including alternative treatment centers pursuant to RSA 126-X:8, XX, may 
make a statutory conversion of its business organization form to the limited liability company busi ness 

organization form under this act by complying with the requirements of this section and with applicable 
law governing the other business entity. Approval of a conversion of an alternative treatment center 

pursuant to this paragraph shall be as outlined in RSA 126-X:8, XX.  
24 New Paragraph; Limited Liability Companies; Statutory Conversions. Amend RSA 304-C:149 by inserting after 

paragraph VIII the following new paragraph: 
IX. In the case of the conversion of an alternative treatment center registered under RSA 126 -X and 

organized pursuant to RSA 292, such conversion shall be approved by the board of directors in accordance with 
RSA 126-X:8, XX. 

25 Liquor Investigation; Training. Amend RSA 176:9 to read as follows: 
I. The commission may, subject to rules adopted by the director of personnel, employ and dismiss liquor 

investigators. Liquor investigators shall, under the direction of the commission, investigate any or all matters arising 
under this title and under RSA 318-F. 

II. Any new liquor investigator employed by the commission under this section after August 13, 1985, 
shall, within 6 months of employment, satisfactorily complete a preparatory police training program as pro -
vided by RSA 106-L:6, unless he or she has already completed such a program. 

III. The commissioner, deputy commissioner, assistant, or liquor investigator may enter any place where 
liquor, beverages, tobacco products, e-cigarettes, or cannabis are sold, [or] manufactured, or cultivated at any 
time, and may examine any license or permit issued or purported to have been issued under the terms of this 
title. They shall make complaints for violations of this title.  

26 Liquor Commission; Assistants and Employees. Amend RSA 176:7 to read as follows: 176:7 
Assistants and Employees. 

I. The state liquor commission may employ such assistants as are, in its opinion, necessary for the proper 
transaction of its business, and fix their compensation, subject to the rules of the director of personnel. It may secure any 
necessary technical or professional assistance. 

II. The commission may select and retain market consultants through a competitive bidding 
process approved by the governor and the executive council. Any such contract with a third -party 
agent shall be for consulting services relating to marketing and regulation of cannabis for purposes 
of cultivation, manufacturing, testing, and retail sale.  

27 Prosecutions. Amend RSA 179:59 to read as follows: 
179:59 Prosecutions. The commission shall appoint liquor investigators whose primary function shall be 

the proper prosecution of this title and RSA 318-F. The liquor investigators shall have statewide jurisdic-
tion, with reference to enforcement of all laws either in cooperation with, or independently of, the officers of 
any county or town. The commission shall have the primary responsibility for the enforcement of all liquor 
and beverage laws and cannabis laws upon premises where liquor, [and] beverages, and cannabis are 
lawfully sold, stored, distributed, or manufactured or cultivated. Any person violating the provisions of any 
law may be prosecuted by the commission or any of its investigators as provided in t his section, or by county 
or city attorneys, or by sheriffs or their deputies, or by police officials of towns.  

28 New Paragraph; Commission to Sell. Amend RSA 176:11 by inserting after paragraph II the following new 
paragraph: 

III. In the event that the commission determines New Hampshire cannabis revenues are being diverted 
by actions taken by persons holding any type of cannabis license, the commission may take such marketing 
or merchandising action, or both, as it deems necessary, including sanctions ag ainst the competing entities. 

29 New Paragraph; Retail Tobacco License. Amend RSA 178:19-a by inserting after paragraph V the following new 
paragraph: 

VI. A retail tobacco license is authorized to sell cannabis accessories and cannabis paraphernalia as defined in 
RSA 318-F. 

30 Liquor Commission; Commission. Amend RSA 176:1 to read as follows: 
176:1 Commission. There shall be a state liquor and cannabis commission under the executive direction of a 

liquor and cannabis commissioner, who shall also be known as the chairman of the liquor and cannabis 
commission, appointed by the governor with the consent of the council. The commissioner shall have significant 
business management experience and shall complete a criminal history records check prior to confirmation  by 
the council. The liquor and cannabis commissioner shall hold office for a term of 4 years. If a vacancy shall 
occur, it shall be filled for the remainder of the term. The commissioner may be removed by the governor and 
council for cause. 
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31 New Paragraph; Rulemaking; Liquor and Cannabis Commission. Amend RSA 176:14 by inserting after paragraph 
IX the following new paragraph: 

IX-a. Cannabis licenses, including: 
(a) Procedures for the application for, issuance, transfer, denial, renewal, suspension, and revocation of a 

license for cannabis establishments. 
(b) License operations for each cannabis license type.  
(c) Collection of additional fees as required by statute.  

32 Name Change; Liquor and Cannabis Commission. Amend the following RSAs by replacing “liquor com-
mission” with “liquor and cannabis commission”: 6:12, I(b)(285); 6:12-j, V(b)(2); 9:11, II(b)(5); 9-C:7, II; 12-J:1, 
III(a)(4); 12-O:18, II; 21:33-a, III(a); 21-G:6-b, IV(c); 21-I:18, I(b); 21-J:14, 5(d)(9); 21-P:64, I(a)(6); 78:7; 78:16, 
II; 78:23, 94:1-a; the introductory paragraph of 100-A:1, VII(a); 106-L:6, XVII; 110-B:28, VI; the introductory 
paragraph of 126-AA:3, VI; 126-K:2, II; 167:7-b, II(a); 175:1, XXIV; the chapter heading of RSA Chapter 176; 
176:2; 176:2-a; the introductory paragraph of 176:3; 176:7; 176:16; 176:17; 176:18; 176-A:1, III-IV; 177:1; 177:1-
a; the introductory paragraph 177:3; 177:13; 178:11, V; 178:12-a, XIV; 178:13, XIII; 178:22, V(h)(12); 178:27; 
178:27-a; the introductory paragraph of 178:27-b, V; 179:21; 179:33, IV; 179:38; 179:56, III(b); 180:1, II; 279:1, 
XVI; 284:21-h, II(a); and 663:5. 

33 Appropriations. 
I. The sum of $100,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025 is hereby appropriated  to the department 

of safety, information and analysis center, drug monitoring initiative, for the purpose of collecting baseline 
data to be used in the reports required pursuant to RSA 318-F:20. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant 
for said sum out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

II. The sum of $2,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025 is hereby appropriated to the liquor 
and cannabis commission established in RSA 318-F:8 for deposit into the cannabis fund established in RSA 
318-F:21 for the administration of RSA 318-F. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum 
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.  

III. The sum of $4,600,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024 is appropriated to the liquor and 
cannabis commission for the cost of administration of RSA 318-F. The governor is authorized to draw a 
warrant for said sum from any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.  

34 Repeal. RSA 318-B:1, X-a(g), relative to separation gins and sifters used or intended for use with cannabis, is 
repealed. 

35 Effective Date. 
I. RSA 318-F:15, IX, as inserted by section 7 of this act, shall take effect upon certification by the 

attorney general of New Hampshire to the director of the office of legislative services and the secretary of 
state that the conduct allowed by that paragraph has become legal under the United States Code.  

II. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Majority committee amendment was adopted. 

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Reps. Lilli 
Walsh, Boehm, Tim Cahill and Drye spoke against. 
Rep. Burroughs spoke in favor and yielded to questions. 
Rep. Hunt spoke in favor. 
Rep. Alissandra Murray requested a roll call; not sufficiently seconded.  
On a division vote, with 234 members having voted in the affirmative, and 127 in the negative, the majority 
committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Ways and Means. Rep. 
Richards declared a conflict of interest and did not participate. 

HB 504-FN, relative to the adult parole board and making an appropriation therefor. OUGHT TO PASS. Rep. 
Karen Reid for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill allows for the appointment of a previous adult 
board member to sit on the board, amends the stipend for the vice chairperson of the adult parole board, and 
makes an appropriation to the board. The bill allows the board the flexibility to utilize former members to fill 
in as needed for occasions when they would otherwise not  be able to conduct business due to a lack of a 
quorum. Given the difficulty in attracting and retaining members to the board with the specialized skill set 
and experience required, the proposed increase in the stipends it justified. Vote 20-0. 
Committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.  

HB 272-FN, increasing chartered public school per pupil funding. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. 
Rep. Glenn Cordelli for Education. Chartered schools have not had a funding increase for five years. There have 
been nine chartered school closures since 2005 and all related to financial reasons. This bill, as amended, will 
increase the “additional grant” for chartered schools by approximately $1,000 per student. Vote 19 -1. 

Amendment (0223h) 

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following: 
1 Chartered Public Schools; Funding. Amend RSA 194-B:11, I(b)(1)(A) to read as follows: 
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(b)(1)(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (2), for a chartered public school authorized by the state board 
of education pursuant to RSA 194-B:3-a, the state shall pay tuition amounts pursuant to RSA 198:40-a, II(a)-(c) and 
(e) plus an additional grant of $3,286 to all chartered public schools for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2018, [and] 
$3,411 to all chartered public schools for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2019 , and $4,627 to all chartered 
public schools for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024 and each fiscal year thereafter, except for the Virtual 
Learning Academy Charter School, directly to the chartered public school for each pupil who is a resident of this 
state in the chartered public school’s ADMA. Beginning July 1, 2017 and every biennium thereafter, the department 
of education shall adjust the per pupil amount of the additional grant based on the average annual change in the 
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers, Northeast Region, using the “services less medical care services” 
special aggregate index, as published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, United States Department of Labor. The 
state shall pay amounts required pursuant to RSA 198:40-a, II(d) directly to the resident district. 
Committee amendment was adopted. 

The question now being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.  
On a division vote, with 348 members having voted in the affirmative, and 11 in the negative, the committee report was 
adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance. 

HB 492-FN, requiring the department of education to provide the house and senate standing committees 
responsible for education with copies of the laws and rules relative to education. OUGHT TO PASS WITH 
AMENDMENT. 
Rep. Glenn Cordelli for Education. This bill requires the Department of Education to provide a physical 
copy, on a portable data storage device, or a searchable internet database to the New Hampshire education 
laws annotated and education department rules to the House and Senate standing E ducation Committees at 
the start of each biennium. We are citizen legislators with no office or research assistant who need 
information based on written law. We need these law books for information that we can explore, examine, 
and analyze on hand and in committee in a format we have at our desks. Vote 19-1. 

Amendment (0151h) 

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:  
1 New Paragraph; Duties of the Commissioner; Department of Education; Current Rules and Statutes. Amend RSA 

21-N:4 by inserting after paragraph XI the following new paragraph: 
XII. At the beginning of each session of the biennium, providing a physical copy of, a copy on a portable data 

storage device of, or a searchable Internet data base to the New Hampshire education laws annotated and education 
department rules to the house and senate standing education committees that oversee education policy, and to make such 
copy available to all superintendents of New Hampshire schools in any format as practicable. 

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage. 
Committee amendment was adopted. 

The question now being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment. 
Committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.  

HB 529-FN-A-L, relative to additional aid grants for schools based on free and reduced price meals and fiscal capacity 
disparity. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. 

Rep. Rick Ladd for Education. The committee recognizes that many communities do not have the capacity to raise 
taxes due to below average equalized property valuation, and often, a high percentage of children who are eligible 
for free or reduced price lunch. In an effort to assist these communities, this bill, as amended, calculates fiscal 
capacity disparity aid by providing an amount of aid each year of the biennium to municipalities with an equal ized 
valuation per ADMA (average daily membership in attendance) of $600,000 but less than $1,600,000. Low 
valuation communities with $600,000 or less would receive $2,000 per pupil. This bill is similar to the formula 
recommended in the 2018 Education Funding Study Report that included both finance and policy committee mem-
bers. An accountability plan associated with this bill is required for districts receiving grants of $50,000 or more. 
Since communities are forced to rely so heavily on local property taxes, equalized valuation per pupil is a useful 
measure of a community’s relative fiscal capacity to support their schools. Along with the Governor’s adequacy 
funding considerations as presented in the FY24/25 budget summary that phases in targeted aid to municipalities 
with low property values and low-income families over time, the Education Committee supports policy guiding this 
bill. The ultimate purpose of this bill, and previous recommendation made by the committee to fund special 
education differentiated aid through weighted values in HB 540, is to improve educational quality while ensuring 
that all students, regardless of educational needs or community valuation, shall benefit and have access and op -
portunity to educational services, criteria and elements defined by the state as an adequate education. Vote 20-0. 

Amendment (0544h) 

Amend RSA 198:40-h, I as inserted by section 1 of the bill by replacing it with the following:  
I. Each biennium the commissioner shall calculate fiscal capacity disparity aid and provide that amount of aid in 

each year of the biennium to a municipality as follows: 
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(a) A municipality with an equalized valuation per ADMR of $600,000 or less shall receive $2,000 per pupil in 
the municipality’s ADMR. 

(b) A municipality with an equalized valuation per ADMR greater than $600,000 but less than 
$1,600,000 shall receive 0.0020 cents for each dollar of difference between its equalized valuation per ADMR 
and $1,600,000, per pupil in the municipality’s ADMR. 

(c) A municipality with an equalized valuation per ADMR of $1,600,000 or more shall receive no fiscal 
capacity disparity aid. 
Amend the bill by replacing all after section 2 with the following:  

3 New Section; School Money; Adequate Education; Education Trust Fund; Accountability for Grants. Amend RSA 
198 by inserting after section 41 the following new section: 

194:41-a Accountability for Grants. 
I. In order to receive a grant under RSA 198:40-g or RSA 198:40-h, the eligible school district shall 

provide a plan to the department of education outlining how the district intends to use grant award funds 
to improve the educational achievement and growth of students. The plan shall include an accountability 
component designed to generate data that measures student academic achievement and growth of knowl -
edge and skills in reading and language arts and/or mathematics at what grade levels funds will  be used. 
The school district shall develop and administer its own grant accountability assessment that identifies a 
pupil’s range of learning and yields objective data to use in improving instruction and learning, or use the 
statewide assessment. 

II. The school district shall submit to the department an annual grant accountability progress 
report that includes evidence of satisfactory program implementation and progress toward grant 
accountability improvement targets, as described in paragraph I of th is section. The primary goal of this 
grant is to improve student achievement and growth and to help the school district to have funding for 
successful, best practice student learning approaches. The accountability plan will not be a conditional 
requirement to receive the grant if the grant award as estimated on November 15 pursuant to RSA 198:41, V 
is less than $50,000. 

4 School Districts; Unanticipated Funds Available; Special Meetings. 
I. Notwithstanding RSA 198:20-b and RSA 198:48, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, a school 

district may accept and expend unanticipated funds from the education trust fund which may become avail -
able during the year as a result of adjustments to the calculation of adequate education grant amounts.  

II. Notwithstanding RSA 197:3, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, a school district at a 
special meeting may make adjustments to the district’s operating budget due to adjustments to the 
calculation of adequate education grant amounts. 

5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023.  

AMENDED ANALYSIS 

This bill establishes 2 additional aid grants for schools based on the percentage of students eligible for free 
or reduced-price meals and municipal fiscal capacity disparity, creates accountability measures for such 
grants, and allows for one-time exceptions of certain school funding laws for the availability of unanticipated 
funds to school districts. 
Committee amendment was adopted. 

The question now being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Rep. 
Santonastaso requested a roll call; not sufficiently seconded. 
Committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.  

HB 250-FN, relative to the accidental death benefit payable to a group II member. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO 
PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Matthew Simon for the Majority of Executive Departments and Administration. This bill increases the 
death benefit for group II members, which includes police officers and firefighters, if they die as a direct result 
of performing their duties. The present benefit gives 50% of the member’s annual salary at the time of death to 
dependent children until they reach 18 years of age, or to a surviving spouse or dependent parent for as long as 
they live. This bill increases the benefit to 100% of the member’s annual salary at the time of death. There are 
presently only six people in the State of New Hampshire receiving this benefi t. The cost is very low and the 
majority of the committee feels that increasing the benefit is a reasonable way to honor the sacrifice that these 
men and women made while protecting New Hampshire citizens. Vote 15-5. 
Rep. Chris True for the Minority of Executive Departments and Administration. This bill down shifts 
$1,300,000 to the municipalities. The New Hampshire Constitution, Part 1, Article 28 -a says the state shall not 
mandate or assign any new, expanded, or modified programs or responsibilities to any political subdivision in 
such a way to necessitate additional local expenditures. This bill institutes an expanded program and thus the 
minority cannot support this bill. 

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass. Rep. 
Santonastaso requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded. 
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YEAS 260 - NAYS 103 

YEAS - 260 

BELKNAP 
Bogert, Steven Bordes, Mike Coker, Matthew Huot, David 
Nagel, David St. Clair, Charlie Trottier, Douglas Varney, Peter 

CARROLL 
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Burroughs, Anita Cordelli, Glenn 
Crawford, Karel Paige, David MacDonald, John McAleer, Chris 
Brown, Richard Woodcock, Stephen 

CHESHIRE 
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru 
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas 
Hunt, John Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi 
Parshall, Lucius Rhodes, Jennifer Schapiro, Joe Tatro, Bruce 
Thackston, Dick Toll, Amanda Weber, Lucy Nutting, Zachary 

COOS 
Davis, Arnold Kelley, Eamon Hatch, William Merner, Troy 
Noël, Henry Ouellet, Mike 

GRAFTON 
Adjutant, Joshua Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill 
Cormen, Thomas Coulon, Matthew Fellows, Sallie Hakken-Phillips, Mary 
Hoyt, Tommy Murphy, James Ladd, Rick Lovett, Peter 
Massimilla, Linda Morse, Corinne Muirhead, Russell Stavis, Laurel 
Stringham, Jerry Sykes, George 

HILLSBOROUGH 
Murray, Alissandra Abare, Kimberly Alexander, Joe King, Bill 
Baroody, Benjamin Beaulieu, Jane Berry, Ross Bouchard, Donald 
Bouldin, Amanda Bradley, Amy Calabro, Karen Chretien, Jacqueline 
Colcombe, Riché Cornell, Patricia Creighton, Jim Devine, Shelley 
DiSilvestro, Linda Dutzy, Sherry Elberger, Susan Davis, Fred 
Freitas, Mary Goley, Jeffrey Gregg, Alicia Grill, Jessica 
Hamer, Heidi Harriott-Gathright, Linda Healey, Robert Heath, Mary 
Herbert, Christopher Infantine, William Jack, Martin Juris, Louis 
Kenny, Catherine Foxx, Loren Sanborn, Laurie Lanza, Judi 
Lascelles, Richard Leapley, Nicole LeClerc, Daniel Leishman, Peter 
Long, Patrick Howard, Molly Murray, Megan Perez, Maria 
MacKenzie, Mark Mangipudi, Latha McGough, Tim Ming, Ben 
Mooney, Maureen Morton, Jennifer Moulton, Candace Murphy, Nancy 
Notter, Jeanine Nutter-Upham, Frances O’Brien, Michael Panek, Sandra 
Pedersen, Michael Petrigno, Peter Plett, Fred Preece, David 
Proulx, Mark Newman, Ray Raymond, Heather Reid, Karen 
Renzullo, Andrew Rombeau, Catherine Rung, Rosemarie Ryan, Linda 
Newman, Sue Seibert, Christine Sofikitis, Catherine Spier, Carry 
Staub, Kathy Telerski, Laura Tenczar, Jeffrey Ulery, Jordan 
Vail, Suzanne Veilleux, Daniel Thomas, Wendy Wheeler, Jonah 
Wherry, Robert Wilhelm, Matthew 

MERRIMACK 
Turcotte, Alan Aylward, Deborah Brennan, Angela Caplan, Tony 
Carey, Lorrie Ebel, Karen Ellison, Arthur Gallager, Eric 
Gerhard, Jason Gibbs, Merryl Hall, Muriel Hicks, Matthew 
Lane, Connie Leavitt, John Luneau, David McWilliams, Rebecca 
Myler, Mel Payeur, Stephanie Richards, Beth Roesener, James 
Gould, Sherry Schamberg, Thomas Schuett, Dianne Schultz, Kristina 
Shurtleff, Steve Soucy, Timothy Wallner, Mary Jane Wolf, Dan 

ROCKINGHAM 
Balboni, Peggy Ball, Lorie Mannion, Dennis Thomas, Douglas 
DeSimone, Debra DiLorenzo, Charlotte Donnelly, Tanya Doucette, Fred 
Edgar, Michael Edwards, Jess Emerick, Tracy Gilman, Julie 
Grossman, Gaby Grote, Jaci Guthrie, Joseph Hamblet, Joan 
Harb, Robert Harley, Tina Haskins, Linda Nelson, Jodi 
Janigian, John Janvrin, Jason Murray, Kate Katsakiores, Phyllis 
Khan, Aboul Knab, Allison Kuttab, Katelyn Walsh, Lilli 



and the committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance. Rep. 
Aures voted Nay and intended to vote Yea. 
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Layon, Erica Lundgren, David Cahill, Michael Paige, Mark 
Pearson, Mark Maggiore, Jim Malloy, Dennis Manos, Zoe 
McBeath, Rebecca McDonnell, Valerie Meuse, David Muns, Chris 
O’Neil, Candice Ford, Oliver Osborne, Jason Pratt, Kevin 
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Raynolds, Ned Read, Ellen Roy, Terry 
Pearson, Stephen Simpson, Alexis Sweeney, Joe Dolan, Tom 
Tudor, Paul Turer, Eric Vallone, Mark Vogt, Robin 
Ward, Gerald    

  STRAFFORD  
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Rich, Cecilia Cannon, Gerri 
Conlin, Bill Connor, James Fitzpatrick, Daniel Howard, Heath 
Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Kenney, Cam LaMontagne, Jessica 
Levesque, Cassandra Smith, Marjorie Menear, Hoy Schmidt, Peter 
Pare, Gail Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Treleaven, Susan 
Vincent, Kenneth Wall, Janet   

  SULLIVAN  
Aron, Judy Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope 
Merchant, Gary Palmer, William Rollins, Skip Smith, Steven 
Stone, Jonathan    

  NAYS - 103  

  BELKNAP  
Bean, Harry Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell Harvey-Bolia, Juliet 

McCarter, Nikki Ploszaj, Tom Beaudoin, Richard Smart, Lisa 
Terry, Paul    

  CARROLL  
Costable, Michael Smith, Jonathan McConkey, Mark Peternel, Katy 

  CHESHIRE  
Qualey, James Santonastaso, Matthew   

  COOS  
King, Seth Tierney, James   

  GRAFTON  
Berezhny, Lex Brown, Carroll Greeson, Jeffrey Rochefort, David 

Sellers, John Simon, Matthew   
  HILLSBOROUGH  

Lekas, Alicia Ammon, Keith Boehm, Ralph Corcoran, Travis 
Cushman, Leah Kelley, Diane Darby, Will Erf, Keith 
Griffin, Gerald Gagne, Larry Gorski, Ted Hynes, Dan 
Kennedy, Stephen Kofalt, Jim Gould, Linda Mazur, Lisa 
Noble, Kristin Pauer, Diane Post, Lisa Prout, Andrew 
Seidel, Sheila Sheehan, Vanessa Sirois, Shane Lekas, Tony 
Mannion, Tom    

  MERRIMACK  
Andrus, Louise Aures, Cyril McGuire, Carol McGuire, Dan 

Hill, Gregory Hoell, J.R. Moffett, Michael Polozov, Yury 
Boyd, Stephen Seaworth, Brian See, Alvin Testerman, Dave 
Wood, Clayton    

  ROCKINGHAM  
Bernardy, JD Brouillard, Jacob Drago, Mike Dunn, Ron 

Hobson, Deborah Perez, Kristine Love, David Lynn, Bob 
McMahon, Charles Melvin, Charles Phillips, Emily Piemonte, Tony 
Popovici-Muller, Daniel Porcelli, Susan Potucek, John Quaratiello, Arlene 
Soti, Julius Spillane, James Summers, James Sytek, John 
Tripp, Richard True, Chris Verville, Kevin Vose, Michael 
Wallace, Scott Weyler, Kenneth Yokela, Josh  

  STRAFFORD  
Ankarberg, Aidan Bailey, Glenn Bickford, David Burnham, Claudine 

Granger, Michael Harrington, Michael Horgan, James Kaczynski, Thomas 
Turcotte, Len Newton, Clifford Phinney, Brandon Pitre, Joseph 

  SULLIVAN  



Drye, Margaret Spilsbury, Walter Stapleton, Walter  
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HB 436-FN-L, relative to group II retirement under transition provisions in the retirement system. MAJORITY: 
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 

Rep. Matthew Simon for the Majority of Executive Departments and Administration.  This bill, as amended, 
makes several changes to the New Hampshire Retirement System (NHRS). First, the bill adds the term 
“vested” to the definitions section of the NHRS statutes. Vested as defined means that a member is qualified 
for a benefit upon 10 years of service. This has been the functional definition of vested in New Hampshire 
since the beginning of the NHRS, but until now it has not officially appeared in statute. The bill also re stricts 
the state from reducing the calculations of “earnable compensation” and “average final compensation” after 
an employee has completed three years of creditable NHRS service. The benefit cap is also raised from 
$120,000 a year to $125,000 a year, with an annual adjustment increase of 1.25% each subsequent year to 
ensure that inflation does not make the benefit cap obsolete. The primary purpose of the bill, however, is to 
address changes to the NHRS that occurred in 2011. These changes affected the method for calculating 
retirement benefits for members of group II who had begun service but had not yet reached vested status by 
2011. In 2011 the NHRS faced several challenges including under funding, increased mortality tables at the 
federal level, and significant downturns in the stock market. These challenges prompted the general court to 
change the methodology by which the NHRS calculated member benefits in order to protect the solvency of 
the program. Instead of limiting these changes to new hires, group II members who were not vested but had 
been in service before the calculations were changed saw their benefits changed retroactively. This bill 
repeals those retroactive changes and reverts members who had commenced service but had not reached 
vested status by 2011 back to the original benefit calculations that were in  statute when they commenced 
service. To accomplish this, the bill fazes these members back to their original benefits in one -year 
increments over a ten-year period. This method requires that members work an additional year to obtain these 
benefits and ensures that group II employers will not experience a massive, year one retirement exodus. This 
bill also raises the maximum retirement benefit for these members from 85% to 100% of the member’s 
average final compensation. The cost of this program will be terminally funded with appropriations out of the 
general fund. The actual expense of this bill is not yet known, but the $25,000,000 a year for ten years is an 
overestimate. The costs associated with the bill are expected to be less. Once a final cost has bee n calculated, 
the bill can be amended to reflect the actual costs with any excess funds going to pay down the NHRS’s 
unfunded liability. The majority of the committee believes that changing benefits that were encoded in statute 
may have violated the constitutional mandate to refrain from making retroactive law. We also believe that 
returning these members back to the calculations that were in statute when they were hired will incentivize 
these members to postpone their retirements preventing even further workforce shortages. Finally, we believe 
the bill will produce cost savings in the form of less overtime and training expenses that will offset some of 
the expenses the bill incurs. Vote 16-3. 
Rep. Matthew Santonastaso for the Minority of Executive Departments and Administration. The first part of 
Article 10 of the New Hampshire Constitution states that government is instituted for the common benefit, 
protection, and security of the whole community and not for the private interest or emolument of any one 
man, family, or class of men. This bill benefits only 1,731 people out of a population of 1.4 million, resulting 
in a ratio of approximately 0.001. Furthermore, the minority believes it is untrue that people are more likely 
to enter public service because of a nuanced retirement program change. For those who are already in public 
service, delaying retirement for a couple of years only defers the town’s obligation to recruit additional work -
ers by a year or two. Even if it is true that this change will recruit more public workers, labor shortages are 
universal in the economy today. It is not inherent that putting additional strain on hiring for the public sector 
will benefit New Hampshire on net.  

Majority Amendment (0483h) 

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following: 
1 New Paragraph; Definition; Vested. Amend RSA 100-A:1 by inserting after paragraph XXXVII the following new 

paragraph: 
XXXVIII. “Vested” means that a member is qualified for a benefit upon 10 years of service. The calculations of 

earnable compensation under RSA 100-A:1, XVII and average final compensation under RSA 100-A:1, XVIII cannot 
be reduced after 3 years of service. 

2 Definition of Earnable Compensation; Group II. Amend RSA 100-A:1, XVII to read as follows: 
XVII. “Earnable compensation” shall mean: 

(a) For group I members who have attained vested status prior to January 1, 2012 the full base rate of 
compensation paid, as determined by the employer, plus any overtime pay, holiday and vacation pay, sick 
pay, longevity or severance pay, cost of living bonus, annual attendance stipend or bonus, additional pay for 
extracurricular and instructional activities for full-time teachers and full-time employees who are employed in 
paraprofessional or support position, additional pay for instructional activities of full -time faculty of the 
community college system, and any military differential pay, plus the fair market value of non -cash compen-
sation paid to, or on behalf of, the member for meals or living quarters if subject to federal income tax, but  
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excluding other compensation except cash incentives paid by an employer to encourage members to retire, 
supplemental pay paid by the employer while the member is receiving workers’ compensation, and teacher  
development pay that is not part of the contracted annual salary. [Compensation __________ for extra and special duty, 
as _________ reported by the employer, shall be included but limited during the highest 3 years of creditable service as 
provided __________ in paragraph XVIII]. However, earnable compensation in the final 12 months of creditable service 

prior to termination of employment shall be limited to 1-1/2 times the higher of the earnable compensation in the 
12-month period preceding the final 12 months or the highest compensation year as determined  for the purpose 
of calculating average final compensation, but excluding the final 12 months. Any compensa tion received in the 
final 12 months of employment in excess of such limit shall not be subject to member or employer contributions 
to the retirement system and shall not be considered in the computation of average final compensation. Provided 
that, the annual compensation limit for members of governmental defined benefit pension plans under section 
401(a)(17) of the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, shall apply to earnable 
compensation for all employees[,] and teachers[, permanent firemen, and permanent policemen] who first 
become eligible for membership in the system on or after July 1, 1996. Earnable compen sation shall not include 
compensation in any form paid later than 120 days after the member’s termination of employment from a 
retirement eligible position, with the limited exceptions of disability related severance pay paid to a member or 
retiree no later than 120 days after a decision by the board of trustees granting the member or retiree disability 
retirement benefits pursuant to RSA 100-A:6 and of severance pay which a member was entitled to be paid 
within 120 days after termination but which, without the consent of the member and not through any fault of the 
member, was paid more than 120 days after the member’s termination. The member shall have the burden of 
proving to the board of trustees that any severance payment paid later than 120 days after the member’s 
termination of employment is earnable compensation and meets the requirements of an asserte d exception to the 
120-day post-termination payment requirement. 

(b)(1) For group I members who have not attained vested status prior to January 1, 2012, the full base 
rate of compensation paid, as determined by the employer, plus compensation over base pa y. Compensation 
over base pay shall include as applicable, subject to subparagraphs (2)[,  (3), and (4)] and (3), any overtime 
pay, cost of living bonus, annual attendance stipend or bonus, annual longevity pay, additional pay for 
extracurricular and instructional activities for full-time teachers and full-time employees who are employed in 
paraprofessional or support position, additional pay for instructional activities of full -time faculty 
of the community college system[, compensation ______ for extra and special duty,] and any military differential pay,  
plus the fair market value of non-cash compensation paid to, or on behalf of, the member for meals or living quarters if 
subject to federal income tax, but excluding other compensation except supplemental pay paid by the employer while 
the member is receiving workers’ compensation and teacher development pay that is not part of the contracted annual 
salary. 

(2) [Compensation ________ over base pay shall be limited during the highest 5 years of creditable service 
as provided in paragraph XVIII. 

(3)] Earnable compensation shall not include compensation for extra and special duty for members who 
commence service on and after July 1, 2011. 

[(4)] (3) Earnable compensation shall not include incentives to encourage members to retire, sever -
ance pay or end-of-career additional longevity payments, and pay for unused sick or vacation time. Earnable 
compensation in the final 12 months of creditable service prior to termination of employment shall be limited 
to 1 1/2 times the higher of the earnable compensation in the 12-month period preceding the final 12 months or 
the highest compensation year as determined for the purpose of calculating average final compe nsation, but 
excluding the final 12 months. Any compensation received in the final 12 months of employment in excess of 
such limit shall not be subject to member or employer contributions to the retirement system and shall not be 
considered in the computation of average final compensation. Provided that, the annual compensa tion limit for 
members of governmental defined benefit pension plans under section 401(a)(17) of the United States Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, shall apply to earnable compensation for all employees[,] and teachers[, 
permanent firemen, and permanent policemen] who first become eligible for membership in the system on or 
after July 1, 1996. Earnable compensation shall not include compensation in any form paid later than 120 d ays 
after the member’s termination of employment from a retirement eligible position.  

(c) For group II members who have attained vested status prior to January 1, 2013, the full 
base rate of compensation paid, as determined by the employer, plus any overti me pay, holiday and 
vacation pay, sick pay, longevity or severance pay, cost of living bonus, annual attendance stipend 
or bonus, additional pay for instructional activities, and any military differential pay, plus the fair 
market value of non-cash compensation paid to, or on behalf of, the member for meals or liv ing 
quarters if subject to federal income tax, but excluding other compensation except cash incen tives 
paid by an employer to encourage members to retire, supplemental pay paid by the employer wh ile 
the member is receiving workers’ compensation. Compensation for extra and special duty, as 
reported by the employer, shall be included but limited during the highest 3 years of creditable  
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service as provided in paragraph XVIII. However, earnable compensation in the final 12 months of 
creditable service prior to termination of employment shall be limited to 1 -1/2 times the higher of 
the earnable compensation in the 12-month period preceding the final 12 months or the highest 
compensation year as determined for the purpose of calculating average final compensation, but 
excluding the final 12 months. Any compensation received in the final 12 months of employment in 
excess of such limit shall not be subject to member or employer contributions to the retirement 
system and shall not be considered in the computation of average final compensation. Provided 
that, the annual compensation limit for members of governmental defined benefit pension plans 
under section 401(a)(17) of the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, shall 
apply to earnable compensation for all permanent firemen and permanent policemen who first be -
come eligible for membership in the system on or after July 1, 1996.  Earnable compensation shall 
not include compensation in any form paid later than 120 days after the member’s termination of 
employment from a retirement eligible position, with the limited exceptions of disability related 
severance pay paid to a member or retiree no later than 120 days after a decision by the board of 
trustees granting the member or retiree disability retirement benefits pursuant to RSA 100 -A:6 and 
of severance pay which a member was entitled to be paid within 120 days after termination bu t 
which, without the consent of the member and not through any fault of the member, was paid more 
than 120 days after the member’s termination. The member shall have the burden of proving to the 
board of trustees that any severance payment paid later than 120 days after the member’s 
termination of employment is earnable compensation and meets the requirements of an asserted 
exception to the 120-day post-termination payment requirement.  

(d)(1) For group II members who have not attained vested status prior to  January 1, 2013, 
the full base rate of compensation paid, as determined by the employer, plus compensation over 
base pay. Compensation over base pay shall include as applicable, subject to subparagraphs (2),  
and (3), any overtime pay, cost of living bonus , annual attendance stipend or bonus, annual longev -
ity pay, compensation for extra and special duty, and any military differential pay, plus the fair 
market value of non-cash compensation paid to, or on behalf of, the member for meals or living 
quarters if subject to federal income tax, but excluding other compensation except supplemental pay 
paid by the employer while the member is receiving workers’ compensation that is not part of the 
contracted annual salary.  

(2) Earnable compensation shall not include compensation for extra and special duty for 
members who commence service on and after July 1, 2011.  

(3) Earnable compensation shall not include incentives to encourage members to retire,  
severance pay or end-of-career additional longevity payments, and pay for unused sick or vacation 
time. Earnable compensation in the final 12 months of creditable service prior to termination of 
employment shall be limited to 1 1/2 times the higher of the earnable compensation in the 12-month 
period preceding the final 12 months or the highest compensation year as determined for the purpose 
of calculating average final compensation, but excluding the final 12 months. Any compensation 
received in the final 12 months of employment in excess of such limit shall not be subject to member 
or employer contributions to the retirement system and shall not be considered in the computa tion of 
average final compensation. Provided that, the annual compensation limit for  members of 
governmental defined benefit pension plans under section 401(a)(17) of the United States Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, shall apply to earnable compensation for all permanent fire men 
and permanent policemen who first become eligible for membership in the system on or after July 1, 
1996. Earnable compensation shall not include compensation in any form paid later than 120 days 
after the member’s termination of employment from a retirement eligible position.  

3 Definition of Average Final Compensation; Group II. Amend RSA 100-A:1, XVIII to read as follows: XVIII. 
“Average final compensation” shall mean: 

(a) For group I members who have attained vested status prior to January 1, 2012, the average an nual 
earnable compensation of a member during his or her highest 3 years of creditable service, or during all  
of the years in his or her creditable service if less than 3 years. [For ________ purposes of this calculation, the inclusion 
of ____________ the average annual compensation for extra and special duty in the 3 years shall not exceed the average 
annual ________ amount of compensation for extra and special duty paid to the member over the member’s last 7 years 
of creditable service on or after July 1, 2009, as ________ reported by the employer in accordance with RSA 100-A:16, 
VI, or over all of the years in his or her creditable service on or after July 1, 2009 if less than 7 years.]  

(b) For group II members who have attained vested status prior to January 1, 2013, the av - 
erage annual earnable compensation of a member during his or her highest 3 years of creditable 
service, or during all of the years in his or her creditable service if less than 3 years. For purposes 
of this calculation, the inclusion of the average annual compensation for extra and special dut y in 
the 3 years shall not exceed the average annual amount of compensation for extra and special  
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duty paid to the member over the member’s last 7 years of creditable service on or after July 1, 2009, 
as reported by the employer in accordance with RSA 100-A:16, VI, or over all of the years in his or 
her creditable service on or after July 1, 2009 if less than 7 years. 

[(b)] (c) For group I members who commenced service on or after July 1, 2011 or who have not 
attained vested status prior to January 1, 2012, the average annual earnable compensation of a member during 
his or her highest 5 years of creditable service, or during all of the years in his or her creditable service if less 
than 5 years. For purposes of inclusion in this calculation, the average percentage of compensation paid in 
excess of the full base rate of compensation in the highest 5 years  shall not exceed the average percentage of 
compensation paid in excess of the full base rate of compensation over all the member’s years of service on or 
after January 1, 2012, but excluding the highest 5 years.  

[(c)(1)] (d)(1) For group II members who commenced service prior to July 1, 2011 and who have not 
attained vested status prior to January 1, [2012] 2013, the average annual earnable compensation of a member 
during his or her highest 5 years of creditable service, or during all of the years in his or her creditable service 
if less than 5 years. For purposes of inclusion in this calculation, the average percentage of compensa tion paid 
in excess of the full base rate of compensation in the highest 5 years shall not exceed the average percentage 
of compensation paid in excess of the full base rate of compensation over all the member’s years of service on 
or after January 1, 2013. 

(2) For group II members who commenced service on or after July 1, 2011 [and _______ who have not at-  
tained vested status prior to January 1, 2012], the average annual earnable compensation of a member during his or her 
highest 5 years of creditable service, or during all of the years in his or her creditable service if less than 5 years. For 
purposes of inclusion in this calculation, the average percentage of compensation paid in excess of the full base rate of 
compensation in the highest 5 years shall not exceed the average percentage of compensation paid in excess of the full 
base rate of compensation over all the member’s years of service on or after January 1, 2012, but excluding the highest 
5 years. 

4 Group II Service Retirement Benefits. Amend RSA 100-A:5, II to read as follows: 
II. Group II Members. 

(a) Any group II member in service, who is in vested status before January 1, [2012] 2013, who has 
attained age 45 and completed 20 years of creditable service, and any group II member who commenced service 
on or after July 1, 2011 who has attained age 50 and completed 25 years of creditable service, and group II 
members who have not attained vested status prior to January 1, [2012] 2013 as provided in the transition 
provisions in RSA 100-A:5, II(d), or any group II member in service who has attained age 60 regardless of the 
number of years of creditable service, may retire on a service retirement allowance upon written application to 
the board of trustees setting forth at what time not less than 30 days nor more than 90 days subsequent to the 
filing thereof the member desires to be retired, notwithstanding that during such period of notification the 
member may have separated from service. Provided, however, that a group II member who commenced service 
on or after July 1, 2011 shall not receive a service retirement allowance until attaining the age of 52.5; but may 
receive a reduced allowance after age 50 if the member has at least 25 years of creditable service where the 
allowance shall be reduced, for each month by which the date on which benefits commence precedes the month 
after which the member attains 52.5 years of age, by 1/4 of one percent.  

(b) Upon service retirement, a group II member shall receive a service retirement allowance which shall consist 
of: 

(1) A member annuity which shall be the actuarial equivalent of his or her accumulated contributions at the 
time of retirement; and 

(2) For members who are in vested status before January 1, [2012] 2013, a state annuity which, 
together with his or her member annuity, shall be equal to 2- 1/2 percent of his or her average final com-
pensation multiplied by the number of years of his or her creditable service not in excess of 40 years, or for 
members who commenced service on or after July 1, 2011, a state annuity which, together with his or her 
member annuity, shall be equal to 2 percent of his or her average final compensation multiplied by the num ber 
of years of his or her creditable service not in excess of 42.5 years, and group II members who have not 
attained vested status prior to January 1, [2012] 2013 shall be as provided in the transition provisions in RSA 
100-A:5, II(d) with the maximum number of years of creditable service not in excess of 40.5 years.  

(3) Provided, however, that a group II member who commenced service on or after July 1, 2011 
shall not receive a service retirement allowance until attaining the age of 52.5; but may receive a reduced 
allowance after age 50 if the member has at least 25 years of creditable service where the allowance shall be 
reduced, for each month by which the date on which benefits commence precedes the month after which the 
member attains 52.5 years of age, by 1/4 of one percent.  

(c)(1) Notwithstanding any provision of RSA 100-A to the contrary, any group II member who is in 
vested status before January 1, [2012] 2013 and has retired on or after the effective date of this subparagraph 
after attaining the age of 45 with at least 20 years of creditable service, and any group II member who com -
menced service on or after July 1, 2011 and retires after the effective date of this subparagraph after attaining  
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the age of 50 with at least 25 years of creditable service, and group II members who have not at tained vested 
status prior to January 1, [2012] 2013 who qualify as provided in the transition provisions in RSA 100-A:5, 
II(d), shall receive a minimum annual service retirement allowance of $10,000. If such group II member has 
elected to convert the retirement allowance into an optional allowance for the surviving spouse under RSA 
100-A:13, the surviving spouse shall be entitled to a proportional share of the $10,000.  

(2) [Repealed.] 
(3) [Repealed.] 

(d) Active group II members who commenced service prior to July 1, 2011 and who have not attained 
vested status prior to January 1, [2012] 2013 shall be subject to the following transition provisions for years of 
service required for regular service retirement, the minimum age for regular service retirement, and the 
multiplier used to calculate the retirement annuity[, which shall be applicable on or after January 1, 2012] 
according to the following table: 

Creditable service on Minimum years Minimum Annuity 
January 1, 2012 of service age attained multiplier 
(1) Less than 4 years 24 age 49
 2.1% 
(2) At least 4 years 23 age 48
 2.2% 
but less than 6 years 
(3) At least 6 years but 22 age 47
 2.3% 
lessthan 8 years 

(4) At least 8 years but 21 age 46 2.4% 
less than 10 years] 
(1) Less than 1 year 24 age 49
 2.1% 
(2) At least 1 years 24 age 49
 2.1%  
but less than 2 years 
(3) At least 2 years but 24 age 49
 2.1%  
less than 3 years 
(4) At least 3 years but 24 age 49
 2.1%  
less than 4 years 
(5) At least 4 years 23 age 48
 2.2%  
but less than 5 years 
(6) At least 5 years 23 age 48
 2.2%  
but less than 6 years 
(7) At least 6 years but 22 age 47
 2.3%  
less than 7 years 
(8) At least 7 years but 22 age 47
 2.3%  
less than 8 years 
(9) At least 8 years but 21 age 46
 2.4%  
less than 9 years 

(e) Notwithstanding the transition provisions of subparagraph (d), the member may replace the ad-
ditional years of service required for minimum retirement age with the years of service that are purchased under 
RSA 100-A:4, IX. Therefore, allowing the member to retire between the age of 45 and 49 depending upon the 
years of service purchased. The purchased years under RSA 100-A:4, IX shall have an annual multiplier of 2.5 
percent regardless of the percentage listed in subparagraph (d).  

5 Retirement; Maximum Retirement Benefit. Amend RSA 100-A:6-a to read as follows: 
100-A:6-a Maximum Retirement Benefit. 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter to the contrary, for members who 
commenced service before [July 1, 2009] July 1, 2001, [or have attained vested status prior to January 1, 
2012,] a mem-ber’s initial calculation of the retirement benefit granted under the provisions of RSA 100-A:5 
or RSA 100-A:6 shall not exceed 100 percent of the member’s highest year of earnable compensation.  



(b) For members who commenced service on or after [July 1, 2009 and have not attained vested 
status prior to January 1, 2012,] January 1, 2001 and before July 1, 2011, a member’s maximum 
retirement benefit granted under the provisions of RSA 100-A:5 or RSA 100-A:6 shall not exceed the 
lesser of [85] 100 percent of the member’s average final compensation or [$120,000] $125,000. The 
maximum benefit shall increase annually 1.25 percent on January 1 of each year. The retirement system 
shall publish the current maximum benefit.  

(c) For members who commenced service on or after July 1, 2011, a member’s maximum 
retirement benefit granted under the provisions of RSA 100 -A:5 or RSA 100-A:6 shall not exceed 
the lesser of 85 percent of the member’s average final compensation or $125,000. The maximum 
benefit shall increase annually 1.25 percent on January 1 of each year. The retirement system 
shall publish the current maximum benefit.  
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(d) Nothing in this section shall affect the ability of a member to receive disability benefits pursuant to RSA 
100-A:6, II(b) and (c). This provision shall not limit the application of supplemental allowances. 

6 Retirement System; Group II; Date Change for Application of Retirement Provisions Adopted in 2011 to 
Members in Vested Status. Amend the following RSA provisions by replacing the term “January 1, 2012” with the 
term “January 1, 2013”: 21-I:30, VIII; 100-A:1, XVII(c); 100-A:1, XVII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XVIII(b); 100-A:1, 
XVIII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XXXVII (b)(1) and (3); 100-A:5, II(a); 100-A:5, II(b)(2); 100-A:5, II(c)(1); 100-A:5, II(d)-
(except table heading); 100-A:6, II(b); 100-A:6, II(d)(1) and (3); 100-A:10, II(b); 100-A:16, I(aa); 100-A:19-b, 
II(a) and (c); 100-A:19-d. 

7 Subsequent Changes Effective January 1, 2025; Retirement System; Group II; Date Change for Appli cation 
of Retirement Provisions Adopted in 2011 to Members in Vested Status. Amend the following RSA provisions 
by replacing the term “January 1, 2013” with the term “January 1, 2014”: 21-I:30, VIII; 100-A:1, XVII(c); 100-
A:1, XVII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XVIII(b); 100-A:1, XVIII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XXXVII (b)(1) and (3); 100-A:5, II(a); 
100-A:5, II(b)(2); 100-A:5, II(c)(1); 100-A:5, II(d)-(except table heading); 100-A:6, II(b); 100-A:6, II(d) (1) and 
(3); 100-A:10, II(b); 100-A:16, I(aa); 100-A:19-b, II(a) and (c); 100-A:19-d; 100-A:5, II (d); and delete 
subparagraph (9) from the table in RSA 100-A:5, II(d). 

8 Subsequent Changes Effective January 1, 2026; Retirement System; Group II; Date Change for Application 
of Retirement Provisions Adopted in 2011 to Members in Vested Status. Amend the following RSA provisions 
by replacing the term “January 1, 2014” with the term “January 1, 2015”: 21-I:30, VIII; 100-A:1, XVII(c); 100-
A:1, XVII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XVIII(b); 100-A:1, XVIII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XXXVII (b)(1) and (3); 100-A:5, II(a); 
100-A:5, II(b)(2); 100-A:5, II(c)(1); 100-A:5, II(d)-(except table heading); 100-A:6, II(b); 100-A:6, II(d) (1) and 
(3); 100-A:10, II(b); 100-A:16, I(aa); 100-A:19-b, II(a) and (c); 100-A:19-d; 100-A:5, II (d); and delete 
subparagraph (8) from the table in RSA 100-A:5, II(d). 

9 Subsequent Changes Effective January 1, 2027; Retirement System; Group II; Date Change for Appli cation 
of Retirement Provisions Adopted in 2011 to Members in Vested Status. Amend the following RSA provisions 
by replacing the term “January 1, 2015” with the term “January 1, 2016”: 21-I:30, VIII; 100-A:1, XVII(c); 100-
A:1, XVII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XVIII(b); 100-A:1, XVIII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XXXVII (b)(1) and (3); 100-A:5, II(a); 
100-A:5, II(b)(2); 100-A:5, II(c)(1); 100-A:5, II(d)-(except table heading); 100-A:6, II(b); 100-A:6, II(d) (1) and 
(3); 100-A:10, II(b); 100-A:16, I(aa); 100-A:19-b, II(a) and (c); 100-A:19-d; 100-A:5, II (d); and delete 
subparagraph (7) from the table in RSA 100-A:5, II(d). 

10 Subsequent Changes Effective January 1, 2028; Retirement System; Group II; Date Change for Ap -
plication of Retirement Provisions Adopted in 2011 to Members in Vested Status. Amend the follo wing RSA 
provisions by replacing the term “January 1, 2016” with the term “January 1, 2017”: 21-I:30, VIII; 100-A:1, 
XVII(c); 100-A:1, XVII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XVIII(b); 100-A:1, XVIII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XXXVII (b)(1) and (3); 100-
A:5, II(a); 100-A:5, II(b)(2); 100-A:5, II(c)(1); 100-A:5, II(d)-(except table heading); 100-A:6, II(b); 100-A:6, 
II(d) (1) and (3); 100-A:10, II(b); 100-A:16, I(aa); 100-A:19-b, II(a) and (c); 100-A:19-d; 100-A:5, II (d); and 
delete subparagraph (6) from the table in RSA 100-A:5, II(d). 

11 Subsequent Changes Effective January 1, 2029; Retirement System; Group II; Date Change for Ap -
plication of Retirement Provisions Adopted in 2011 to Members in Vested Status. Amend the following RSA 
provisions by replacing the term “January 1, 2017” with the term “January 1, 2018”: 21-I:30, VIII; 100-A:1, 
XVII(c); 100-A:1, XVII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XVIII(b); 100-A:1, XVIII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XXXVII (b)(1) and (3); 100-
A:5, II(a); 100-A:5, II(b)(2); 100-A:5, II(c)(1); 100-A:5, II(d)-(except table heading); 100-A:6, II(b); 100-A:6, 
II(d) (1) and (3); 100-A:10, II(b); 100-A:16, I(aa); 100-A:19-b, II(a) and (c); 100-A:19-d; 100-A:5, II (d); and 
delete subparagraph (5) from the table in RSA 100-A:5, II(d). 

12 Subsequent Changes Effective January 1, 2030; Retirement System; Group II; Date Change for Ap-
plication of Retirement Provisions Adopted in 2011 to Members in Vested Status. Amend the following RSA 
provisions by replacing the term “January 1, 2018” with the term “January 1, 2019”: 21-I:30, VIII; 100-A:1, 
XVII(c); 100-A:1, XVII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XVIII(b); 100-A:1, XVIII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XXXVII (b)(1) and (3); 100-
A:5, II(a); 100-A:5, II(b)(2); 100-A:5, II(c)(1); 100-A:5, II(d) -(except table heading); 100-A:6, II(b); 100-A:6, 
II(d) (1) and (3); 100-A:10, II(b); 100-A:16, I(aa); 100-A:19-b, II(a) and (c); 100-A:19-d; 100-A:5, II (d); and 
delete subparagraph (4) from the table in RSA 100-A:5, II(d). 

13 Subsequent Changes Effective January 1, 2031; Retirement System; Group II; Date Change for Ap -
plication of Retirement Provisions Adopted in 2011 to Members in Vested Status. Amend the following RSA 
provisions by replacing the term “January 1, 2019” with the term “January 1, 2020”: 21-I:30, VIII; 100-A:1, 
XVII(c); 100-A:1, XVII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XVIII(b); 100-A:1, XVIII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XXXVII (b)(1) and (3); 100-
A:5, II(a); 100-A:5, II(b)(2); 100-A:5, II(c)(1); 100-A:5, II(d) -(except table heading); 100-A:6, II(b); 100-A:6, 
II(d) (1) and (3); 100-A:10, II(b); 100-A:16, I(aa); 100-A:19-b, II(a) and (c); 100-A:19-d; 100-A:5, II (d); and 
delete subparagraph (3) from the table in RSA 100-A:5, II(d). 

14 Subsequent Changes Effective January 1, 2032; Retirement System; Group II; Date Change for Application of 
Retirement Provisions Adopted in 2011 to Members in Vested Status. Amend the following RSA provisions by 
replacing the term “January 1, 2020” with the term “January 1, 2021”: 21-I:30, VIII; 100-A:1, XVII(c); 100- 
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A:1, XVII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XVIII(b); 100-A:1, XVIII(d)(1); 100-A:1, XXXVII (b)(1) and (3); 100-A:5, II(a); 100-A:5, 
II(b)(2); 100-A:5, II(c)(1); 100-A:5, II(d)-(except table heading); 100-A:6, II(b); 100-A:6, II(d)(1) and (3); 100-A:10, 
II(b); 100-A:16, I(aa); 100-A:19-b, II(a) and (c); 100-A:19-d; 100-A:5, II (d); and delete subparagraph (2) from the 
table in RSA 100-A:5, II(d). 

15 Subsequent Changes Effective January 1, 2033; Retirement System; Group II; Da te Change for Ap-
plication of Retirement Provisions Adopted in 2011 to Members in Vested Status. Amend the following RSA 
provisions as follows: 

I. 21-I:30, VIII; remove “and group II members who have not attained vested status prior to January 1, 2021 shall 
be as provided in the transition provisions in RSA 100-A:5, II(d)”. 

II. 100-A:1, XVII(c); replace “who have not attained vested status prior to January 1, 2021” with “who 
commenced service prior to July 1, 2011”. 

III. 100-A:1, XVII(d)(1); replace “who have not attained vested status prior to January 1, 2021” with “who 
commenced service on or after July 1, 2011”. 

IV. 100-A:1, XVIII(b); replace “who have not attained vested status prior to January 1, 2021” with “who 
commenced service prior to July 1, 2011”. 

V. 100-A:1, XVIII(d)(1); delete subparagraph (1). 
VI. 100-A:1, XXXVII (b)(1) and (3); in (1), replace “in vested status before January 1, 2021” with “who 

commenced service before July 1, 2011”, and delete subparagraph (3). 
VII. 100-A:5, II(a); replace “who is in vested status before January 1, 2021” with “who commenced service 

prior to July 1, 2011”; delete “and group II members who have not attained vested status prior to January 1, 
2012 as provided in the transition provisions in RSA 100-A:5, II(d),”. 

VIII. 100-A:5, II(b)(2); replace “who is in vested status before January 1, 2021” with “who commenced 
service prior to July 1, 2011”; delete “, and group II members who have not attained vested status prior to 
January 1, 2012 as provided in the transition provisions in RSA 100-A:5, II(d) with maximum number of 
years of credible service not in excess of 40.5 years”.  

IX. 100-A:5, II(c)(1); replace “who is in vested status before January 1, 2021 and” with “who commenced 
service prior to July 1, 2011”; delete “and group II members who have not attained vested status prior to 
January 1, 2012 as provided in the transition provisions in RSA 100-A:5, II(d),”. 

X. 100-A:5, II(d), delete the subparagraph. 
XI. 100-A:6, II(b); replace “in vested status before January 1, 2021” with “who commenced service before 

July 1, 2011”; delete “and group II members who have not attained vested status prior to January 1, 2021 as 
provided in the transition provisions in RSA 100-A:5, II(d) with the maximum number of years of credible 
service not in excess of 40.5 years”. 

XII. 100-A:6, II(d)(1) and (3); in (1) replace “who are in vested status before January 1, 2021” with “who 
commenced service before July 1, 2011”, and delete subparagraph (3). 

XIII. 100-A:10, II(b); replace “who are in vested status before January 1, 2021” with “who commenced 
service before July 1, 2011”. Delete “and group II members who have not attained vested status prior to Janu ary 
1, 2021 shall be as provided in the transition provisions in RSA 100-A:5, II(d)”. 

XIV. 100-A:16, I(aa); replace “who is in vested status before January 1, 2021” with “who commenced service 
prior to July 1, 2011”. 

XV. 100-A:19-b, II(a) and (c); in (a)replace “who is in vested status before January 1, 2021” with “who 
commenced service prior to July 1, 2011”, and delete subparagraph (c). 

XVI. 100-A:19-d; replace “for members who are in vested status with Group II service before January 1, 2012” 
with “for members who commenced service before July 1, 2011”. 

16 Funding; Appropriations. The sum of $25,000,000 per state fiscal year is hereby appropr iated to the 
retirement system to fund the cost of benefits under this act. Such sums shall be transferred on the July 1 
each year until 2033. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sums out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

17 Effective Date. 
I. Section 7 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2025.  
II. Section 8 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2026.  
III. Section 9 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2027.  
IV. Section 10 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2028.  
V. Section 11 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2029. 
VI. Section 12 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2030.  
VII. Section 13 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2031.  
VIII. Section 14 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2032.  
IX. Section 15 of this act shall take effect January 1, 2033.  
X. The remainder of this act shall take effect January 1, 2024.  
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AMENDED ANALYSIS 

This bill adjusts the transition provisions for group II service retirement adopted in 2011 over a 10 year 
period until 2033, and makes general fund appropriations each year to fund the cost of the benefits. Majority 
committee amendment was adopted. 

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Rep. 
Simon spoke in favor. 
Rep. True spoke against and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.  

  YEAS 282 - NAYS 80 

YEAS - 282 

BELKNAP 

 

Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Bordes, Mike Coker, Matthew 

Huot, David Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki Nagel, David 
St. Clair, Charlie Trottier, Douglas   

  CARROLL  
Burroughs, Anita Cordelli, Glenn Crawford, Karel Paige, David 
MacDonald, John Smith, Jonathan McAleer, Chris Peternel, Katy 
Brown, Richard Woodcock, Stephen   

  CHESHIRE  
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru 
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas 
Hunt, John Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi 
Parshall, Lucius Rhodes, Jennifer Schapiro, Joe Tatro, Bruce 
Thackston, Dick Toll, Amanda Weber, Lucy  

  COOS  
Davis, Arnold Kelley, Eamon Hatch, William Merner, Troy 

Noël, Henry Tierney, James   
  GRAFTON  

Adjutant, Joshua Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill 
Brown, Carroll Cormen, Thomas Fellows, Sallie Hakken-Phillips, Mary 
Hoyt, Tommy Murphy, James Ladd, Rick Lovett, Peter 
Massimilla, Linda Morse, Corinne Muirhead, Russell Rochefort, David 
Simon, Matthew Stavis, Laurel Stringham, Jerry Sykes, George 

  HILLSBOROUGH  
Murray, Alissandra Abare, Kimberly Alexander, Joe King, Bill 
Baroody, Benjamin Beaulieu, Jane Berry, Ross Bouchard, Donald 
Bouldin, Amanda Bradley, Amy Calabro, Karen Chretien, Jacqueline 
Colcombe, Riché Cornell, Patricia Creighton, Jim Kelley, Diane 
Darby, Will Devine, Shelley DiSilvestro, Linda Dutzy, Sherry 
Elberger, Susan Davis, Fred Freitas, Mary Goley, Jeffrey 
Gorski, Ted Gregg, Alicia Grill, Jessica Hamer, Heidi 
Harriott-Gathright, Linda Healey, Robert Heath, Mary Herbert, Christopher 
Infantine, William Jack, Martin Juris, Louis Kenny, Catherine 
Foxx, Loren Gould, Linda Sanborn, Laurie Lanza, Judi 
Lascelles, Richard Leapley, Nicole LeClerc, Daniel Leishman, Peter 
Long, Patrick Howard, Molly Murray, Megan Perez, Maria 
MacKenzie, Mark Mangipudi, Latha McGough, Tim Ming, Ben 
Mooney, Maureen Morton, Jennifer Moulton, Candace Murphy, Nancy 
Noble, Kristin Nutter-Upham, Frances O’Brien, Michael Panek, Sandra 
Pedersen, Michael Petrigno, Peter Plett, Fred Post, Lisa 
Preece, David Proulx, Mark Newman, Ray Renzullo, Andrew 
Rombeau, Catherine Rung, Rosemarie Ryan, Linda Newman, Sue 
Seibert, Christine Seidel, Sheila Sirois, Shane Sofikitis, Catherine 
Spier, Carry Staub, Kathy Lekas, Tony Telerski, Laura 
Ulery, Jordan Vail, Suzanne Veilleux, Daniel Thomas, Wendy 
Wheeler, Jonah Wherry, Robert Wilhelm, Matthew  

  MERRIMACK  
Turcotte, Alan Aures, Cyril Aylward, Deborah Brennan, Angela 

McGuire, Carol Caplan, Tony Carey, Lorrie Ebel, Karen 
Ellison, Arthur Gallager, Eric Gerhard, Jason Gibbs, Merryl 
Hall, Muriel Hicks, Matthew Lane, Connie Leavitt, John 
Luneau, David McWilliams, Rebecca Myler, Mel Payeur, Stephanie 
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Richards, Beth Roesener, James Gould, Sherry Schamberg, Thomas 
Schuett, Dianne Schultz, Kristina Seaworth, Brian Shurtleff, Steve 
Soucy, Timothy Testerman, Dave Wallner, Mary Jane Wolf, Dan 

Wood, Clayton    
  ROCKINGHAM  

Balboni, Peggy Ball, Lorie Bernardy, JD Brouillard, Jacob 

Mannion, Dennis Thomas, Douglas DeSimone, Debra DiLorenzo, Charlotte 
Donnelly, Tanya Doucette, Fred Drago, Mike Dunn, Ron 
Edgar, Michael Emerick, Tracy Gilman, Julie Grossman, Gaby 
Grote, Jaci Guthrie, Joseph Hamblet, Joan Harb, Robert 
Harley, Tina Haskins, Linda Hobson, Deborah Nelson, Jodi 
Janvrin, Jason Murray, Kate Katsakiores, Phyllis Khan, Aboul 
Knab, Allison Kuttab, Katelyn Layon, Erica Lundgren, David 
Cahill, Michael Paige, Mark Pearson, Mark Maggiore, Jim 
Malloy, Dennis Manos, Zoe McBeath, Rebecca McDonnell, Valerie 
McMahon, Charles Meuse, David Muns, Chris O’Neil, Candice 
Ford, Oliver Pratt, Kevin Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Quaratiello, Arlene 
Raynolds, Ned Read, Ellen Roy, Terry Pearson, Stephen 
Simpson, Alexis Spillane, James Sweeney, Joe Dolan, Tom 
Tudor, Paul Turer, Eric Vallone, Mark Vogt, Robin 
Vose, Michael Ward, Gerald   

  STRAFFORD  
Ankarberg, Aidan Bay, Luz Bickford, David Bixby, Peter 
Rich, Cecilia Cannon, Gerri Conlin, Bill Fitzpatrick, Daniel 
Howard, Heath Horgan, James Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan 
Kenney, Cam LaMontagne, Jessica Levesque, Cassandra Smith, Marjorie 
Menear, Hoy Schmidt, Peter Pare, Gail Selig, Loren 
Southworth, Thomas Treleaven, Susan Vincent, Kenneth Wall, Janet 

  SULLIVAN  
Aron, Judy Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope 
Drye, Margaret Merchant, Gary Palmer, William Rollins, Skip 
Smith, Steven Stapleton, Walter Stone, Jonathan  

  NAYS - 80  

  BELKNAP  
Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell Ploszaj, Tom Beaudoin, Richard 

Smart, Lisa Terry, Paul Varney, Peter  
  CARROLL  

Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Costable, Michael McConkey, Mark 

  CHESHIRE  
Qualey, James Santonastaso, Matthew Nutting, Zachary  

  COOS  
Ouellet, Mike King, Seth   

  GRAFTON  
Berezhny, Lex Coulon, Matthew Greeson, Jeffrey Sellers, John 

 HILLSBOROUGH  
Lekas, Alicia Ammon, Keith Boehm, Ralph Corcoran, Travis 

Cushman, Leah Erf, Keith Griffin, Gerald Gagne, Larry 
Hynes, Dan Kennedy, Stephen Kofalt, Jim Mazur, Lisa 
Notter, Jeanine Pauer, Diane Prout, Andrew Reid, Karen 
Sheehan, Vanessa Mannion, Tom Tenczar, Jeffrey  

  MERRIMACK  
Andrus, Louise McGuire, Dan Hill, Gregory Hoell, J.R. 

Moffett, Michael Polozov, Yury Boyd, Stephen See, Alvin 

  ROCKINGHAM  
Edwards, Jess Janigian, John Perez, Kristine Walsh, Lilli 

Love, David Lynn, Bob Melvin, Charles Osborne, Jason 
Phillips, Emily Piemonte, Tony Popovici-Muller, Daniel Porcelli, Susan 
Potucek, John Soti, Julius Summers, James Sytek, John 
Tripp, Richard True, Chris Verville, Kevin Wallace, Scott 

Weyler, Kenneth Yokela, Josh   
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STRAFFORD 
Bailey, Glenn Burnham, Claudine Connor, James Granger, Michael 
Harrington, Michael Kaczynski, Thomas Turcotte, Len Newton, Clifford 
Phinney, Brandon Pitre, Joseph 

SULLIVAN 
Spilsbury, Walter 

and the majority committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance. Rep. 
Raymond declared a conflict of interest and did not participate. 
Rep. Damond Ford did not vote and notified the Clerk he wished to be recorded  in favor. 

HB 571-FN-A, relative to the cost of living adjustments for certain group II retirees in the New Hampshire retirement 
system. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION 
Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This bill would establish a cost of living adjustment (CO LA) of 5 per-
cent on the first $50,000 for any retired group 2 member, police, fire, and corrections, of the NH Retirement 
System or any beneficiary to a group II retiree who has been retired at least 10 years but less than 20 years, and 
provide a 10 percent COLA on the first $50,000 for those retired group II members or their beneficiary who 
has been retired at 20 years as of July 1, 2023. The committee heard that while social security benefits went up 
8.7% this year, Group II members unlike Group I members do not pay into social security. And even if the 
member had paid into social security through a previous employer and earned enough credits to collect, the 
benefit would be drastically reduced by the IRS windfall elimination provision. The committee also  heard 
testimony that since the inception of the New Hampshire Retirement System in 1967 up until 1983 COLAs 
would be granted by the legislature and funded by the general fund. Then in 1983 the legislature codified the 
funding of COLAs by establishing the special account. RSA 100-A:16 II (h) stated “the special account shall 
be used only to fund or partially fund additional benefits for retired members of the retirement system” and in 
the early 1990’s the legislature made changes to the special account and stipulated; ‘’first, to provide 
supplemental allowances or COLAs pursuant to RSA 100-A:41-a” before any other benefit could be funded 
from the special account. In 2012 the legislature got rid of the special account, the funding source for future 
COLAs. In conclusion, knowing that group II retirees do not pay social security, knowing that the legislature in 
the past had funded retiree COLAs, and knowing that COLAs are necessary to help keep up with the cost of 
inflation this bill should be voted on as Ought to Pass. 

Rep. Jeffrey Goley 

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: Passage of this bill would give group II members of the New 
Hampshire Retirement System (NHRS) a cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) in the form of a supplemental 
allowance, if they have been retired for at least 10 years. For the purposes of receiving a benefit, group II 
retirees are split into two groups. The first group consists of members who have been retired for at least ten 
years but less than 20 years. They would receive a supplemental allowance of 5% of the first $50,000 of their 
annual retirement allowance. The second group consists of those who have been retired for over 20 years. The 
amount of their supplemental allowance would be 10% of the first $50,000 of their annual r etirement 
allowance. Many on the committee do not believe that a COLA should be applied to direct benefit plan when a 
COLA has not been specified in that direct benefit plan. The cost of the COLA ($84,000,000) is prohibi tive 
and an unfair tax burden on other tax payers who also find themselves struggling under the weight of inflation. 
Furthermore, the average group II retirement benefit is already larger and accessible sooner than comparable 
programs, such as social security, which are available to other tax payers. 

Rep. Matthew Simon 

Rep. Goley moved Ought to Pass and spoke in favor.  
Rep. Simon spoke against. 
Rep. Santonastaso requested a roll call; not sufficiently seconded.  
On a division vote, with 192 members having voted in the affirmative, and 167 in the negative, the motion  
was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.  
Rep. Doucette declared a conflict of interest and did not participate.  

The House recessed at 11:55 p.m. 

RECESS 

The House reconvened at 1:06 p.m. 

(Speaker Packard in the Chair) 

REGULAR CALENDAR - PART I CONT’D 

HB 282-FN-A, relative to including certain children and pregnant women in Medicaid and the children’s health 
insurance program. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT 
TO LEGISLATE. 
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Rep. Joe Schapiro for the Majority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill will ease Medicaid 
eligibility requirements for certain groups of “lawfully residing” minor and pregnant immigrants. Taking the 
federal option provided in the 2009 Children’s Health Insurance Plan Reauthorization Act, New Hampshire 
will join 35 other states and all of our New England neighbors in waiving the current 5 year wait for otherwise 
Medicaid-eligible children and pregnant women. It will apply to recent Green Card holders, those awaiting a 
final hearing for asylum, those on Temporary Protected Status (TPS), and victims of domestic violence. It will 
not apply to undocumented immigrants. Currently, we hear a constant refrain abou t New Hampshire’s aging 
population and a critical lack of workers to staff and grow our businesses. This bill will send a clear message 
to immigrants that our state welcomes them. Increasing access to healthcare is a wise and practical investment 
in the health and wellbeing of New Hampshire families. Vote 12-8. 
Rep. Erica Layon for the Minority of Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. The minority recognizes that 
legal immigrants must wait 5 years to access Medicaid, and that pregnancy may not wait that long. The minority 
also recognizes that welcoming our newest families is better done in the community than through faceless state 
programs. The rush to have the state take over every potentially underserved community undermines the health care 
system as a whole, no matter how noble the intent. Many immigrants secure work or marketplace insurance but for 
those without, charity has been filling this gap. The prevalence of scams on social media to help people supposedly 
in need demonstrates that people want to help, but don’t know how. Connecting that active compassion with those 
in need will not only serve our newest neighbors, but it will also meet the very real need to do good.  

Majority Amendment (0160h) 
Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following: 

2 Appropriation: Inclusion of Certain Children and Pregnant Women in Medicaid and the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program. The sum of $336,000 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, is hereby 
appropriated to the department of health and human services for the purpose of funding the state share of the 
expansion of Medicaid and CHIP to include certain children and pregnant women as provided in section 1 of 
this act. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 
Majority committee amendment was adopted. 

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.  
Rep. Layon spoke against. 
Rep. Schapiro spoke in favor. 
On a division vote, with 186 members having voted in the affirmative, and 170 in the negative, the majority  
committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.  

HB 565-FN-A, relative to expanding Medicaid to include certain postpartum health care services. WITHOUT 
RECOMMENDATION 
Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: There is a growing recognition that the postpartum 
period extends far beyond 60 days. This bill would extend Medicaid maternity care benefits from the current 
60 days to a full year pursuant to the state option under federal law. Currently, many women lose coverage 
at a critical time, leading to undiagnosed and untreated conditions such as cardiovascular disease, hyper -
tension and postpartum depression. This is a commonsense and inexpensive attempt to re medy our nation’s 
high rate of preventable pregnancy-related mortality and morbidity. In addition, this benefit would increase 
options for family planning and reduce unintended pregnancies. Expanding postpartum healthcare coverage 
is a wise investment in the health and wellbeing of New Hampshire families. The amendment simply aligns 
the bill with the proper federal statute. 

Rep. Joe Schapiro 

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill would extend Medicaid coverage without income 
verification for 12 months after birth, as opposed to the current two months after birth. If a woman becomes 
pregnant again within that year, she remains eligible without income verification. This bill creates an incen -
tive for families who want multiple children to try to space births more quickly to remain on Medicaid for the 
cost benefits. Opponents will say that a family won’t bring a new child into the world for a mere 10 months of 
coverage, however a second pregnancy within that window would gain 31 months of co verage, and a third 
child in the same timeframe would get a total of 52 months. A family is unlikely to have more children just 
for medical coverage, but for those who want multiple children, the benefit may prove hard to resist. 
Expanding medical care to one year postpartum is intended to avoid negative health outcomes, however 
closely spaced births are already more common in lower income women, and closely spaced pregnancies have 
negative impacts on the health and life of both the child and the mother. R isks of tightly spaced births include 
uterine rupture and congenital defects. Trading one set of health risks for another with potential lifelong 
complications for the next child seems unwise.  

Rep. Erica Layon 

Rep. Schapiro moved Ought to Pass and offered amendment (0304h). 
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Amendment (0304h) 
Amend RSA 167:68, IV(a) as inserted by section 2 of the bill by replacing it with the following:  

IV.(a) Pursuant to the state option under the section 5113 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023 to 
expand maternity care under Medicaid and section 1902(e)(16) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(e)), 
the commissioner of the department of health and human services shall submit, no later than August 15, 2023, a 
Medicaid state plan amendment to the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to establish and 
implement 12 months of continuous coverage for the entire postpartum period. This benefit shall be available to 
anyone who received medical assistance under the state plan for all pregnancy-related and postpartum medical 
assistance available under the state plan through the last day of the month in which the 60 -day period (beginning 
on the last day of her pregnancy) ends, remain eligible under the state plan for medical assistance for the period 
beginning on the first day occurring after the end of such 60-day period and ending on the last day of the month 
in which the 12-month period (beginning on the last day of her pregnancy) ends. 

The question being adoption of amendment (0304h).  
On a division vote, with 182 members having voted in the affirmative, and 172 in the negative, amendment (0304h) was 
adopted. 

The question now being adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.  
Rep. Cushman spoke against. 
Rep. Schapiro spoke in favor. 
Rep. Sweeney requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded. 

YEAS 184 - NAYS 179 

YEAS - 184  

BELKNAP 
Coker, Matthew Huot, David Nagel, David St. Clair, Charlie 

CARROLL 
Burroughs, Anita Paige, David McAleer, Chris Woodcock, Stephen 

CHESHIRE 
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru 
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas 
Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi Parshall, Lucius 
Schapiro, Joe Tatro, Bruce Toll, Amanda Weber, Lucy 

COOS 
Kelley, Eamon Hatch, William Noël, Henry 

GRAFTON 
Adjutant, Joshua Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill 
Cormen, Thomas Fellows, Sallie Hakken-Phillips, Mary Hoyt, Tommy 
Murphy, James Lovett, Peter Massimilla, Linda Morse, Corinne 
Muirhead, Russell Stavis, Laurel Stringham, Jerry Sykes, George 

HILLSBOROUGH 
Murray, Alissandra Nutting-Wong, Allison Baroody, Benjamin Beaulieu, Jane 
Bouchard, Donald Bouldin, Amanda Bradley, Amy Calabro, Karen 
Chretien, Jacqueline Cornell, Patricia Darby, Will Devine, Shelley 
DiSilvestro, Linda Dutzy, Sherry Elberger, Susan Davis, Fred 
Freitas, Mary Goley, Jeffrey Gregg, Alicia Grill, Jessica 
Hamer, Heidi Harriott-Gathright, Linda Heath, Mary Herbert, Christopher 
Jack, Martin Juris, Louis Foxx, Loren Lanza, Judi 
Leapley, Nicole LeClerc, Daniel Leishman, Peter Long, Patrick 
Howard, Molly Murray, Megan Perez, Maria MacKenzie, Mark 
Mangipudi, Latha Ming, Ben Morton, Jennifer Moulton, Candace 
Murphy, Nancy Nutter-Upham, Frances O’Brien, Michael Pedersen, Michael 
Petrigno, Peter Preece, David Newman, Ray Raymond, Heather 
Rombeau, Catherine Rung, Rosemarie Ryan, Linda Newman, Sue 
Seibert, Christine Sofikitis, Catherine Spier, Carry Staub, Kathy 
Telerski, Laura Vail, Suzanne Veilleux, Daniel Thomas, Wendy 
Wheeler, Jonah Wilhelm, Matthew 

MERRIMACK 
Turcotte, Alan Brennan, Angela Caplan, Tony Carey, Lorrie 
Ebel, Karen Ellison, Arthur Gallager, Eric Gibbs, Merryl 
Hall, Muriel Hicks, Matthew Lane, Connie Luneau, David 
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MacKay, James McWilliams, Rebecca Myler, Mel Payeur, Stephanie 
Richards, Beth Roesener, James Gould, Sherry Schamberg, Thomas 
Schuett, Dianne Schultz, Kristina Shurtleff, Steve Soucy, Timothy 
Wallner, Mary Jane Wolf, Dan   

  ROCKINGHAM  
Balboni, Peggy DiLorenzo, Charlotte Edgar, Michael Gilman, Julie 

Grossman, Gaby Grote, Jaci Hamblet, Joan Murray, Kate 
Knab, Allison Cahill, Michael Paige, Mark Maggiore, Jim 
Malloy, Dennis Manos, Zoe McBeath, Rebecca Meuse, David 
Muns, Chris O’Neil, Candice Raynolds, Ned Read, Ellen 
Simpson, Alexis Turer, Eric Vallone, Mark Vogt, Robin 
Ward, Gerald    

  STRAFFORD  
Bay, Luz Bickford, David Bixby, Peter Rich, Cecilia 
Cannon, Gerri Conlin, Bill Fitzpatrick, Daniel Howard, Heath 
Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Kenney, Cam LaMontagne, Jessica 
Levesque, Cassandra Smith, Marjorie Menear, Hoy Schmidt, Peter 
Pare, Gail Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Treleaven, Susan 
Vincent, Kenneth Wall, Janet   

  SULLIVAN  
Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Merchant, Gary 

Palmer, William Stapleton, Walter   
  NAYS - 179  

  BELKNAP  
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell 

Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki Ploszaj, Tom Beaudoin, Richard 
Smart, Lisa Terry, Paul Varney, Peter  

  CARROLL  
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Cordelli, Glenn Costable, Michael 

Crawford, Karel MacDonald, John Smith, Jonathan McConkey, Mark 
Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard   

  CHESHIRE  
Hunt, John Qualey, James Rhodes, Jennifer Santonastaso, Matthew 

Thackston, Dick Nutting, Zachary   
  COOS  

Davis, Arnold Merner, Troy Ouellet, Mike King, Seth 

Tierney, James    
  GRAFTON  

Berezhny, Lex Brown, Carroll Coulon, Matthew Greeson, Jeffrey 

Ladd, Rick Rochefort, David Sellers, John Simon, Matthew 

  HILLSBOROUGH  
Lekas, Alicia Abare, Kimberly Alexander, Joe Ammon, Keith 

Boyd, Bill King, Bill Berry, Ross Boehm, Ralph 
Colcombe, Riché Corcoran, Travis Creighton, Jim Cushman, Leah 
Kelley, Diane Erf, Keith Griffin, Gerald Gagne, Larry 
Gorski, Ted Healey, Robert Hynes, Dan Infantine, William 
Kennedy, Stephen Kenny, Catherine Kofalt, Jim Gould, Linda 
Lascelles, Richard Mazur, Lisa McGough, Tim Mooney, Maureen 
Noble, Kristin Notter, Jeanine Panek, Sandra Pauer, Diane 
Plett, Fred Post, Lisa Proulx, Mark Prout, Andrew 
Reid, Karen Renzullo, Andrew Seidel, Sheila Sheehan, Vanessa 
Sirois, Shane Lekas, Tony Mannion, Tom Tenczar, Jeffrey 

Ulery, Jordan Wherry, Robert   
  MERRIMACK  

Andrus, Louise Aures, Cyril Aylward, Deborah McGuire, Carol 
Cambrils, Jose McGuire, Dan Gerhard, Jason Hill, Gregory 
Hoell, J.R. Leavitt, John Moffett, Michael Polozov, Yury 
Boyd, Stephen Seaworth, Brian See, Alvin Testerman, Dave 
Wood, Clayton    

  ROCKINGHAM  
Ball, Lorie Bernardy, JD Brouillard, Jacob Mannion, Dennis 

Thomas, Douglas DeSimone, Debra Donnelly, Tanya Doucette, Fred 
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Drago, Mike Dunn, Ron Edwards, Jess Emerick, Tracy 
Guthrie, Joseph Harb, Robert Harley, Tina Hobson, Deborah 
Nelson, Jodi Janigian, John Janvrin, Jason Perez, Kristine 
Katsakiores, Phyllis Khan, Aboul Kuttab, Katelyn Walsh, Lilli 
Layon, Erica Love, David Lundgren, David Lynn, Bob 
Pearson, Mark McDonnell, Valerie McMahon, Charles Melvin, Charles 
Ford, Oliver Osborne, Jason Phillips, Emily Piemonte, Tony 
Popovici-Muller, Daniel Porcelli, Susan Potucek, John Pratt, Kevin 
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Quaratiello, Arlene Roy, Terry Pearson, Stephen 
Soti, Julius Spillane, James Summers, James Sweeney, Joe 
Sytek, John Dolan, Tom Tripp, Richard True, Chris 
Tudor, Paul Verville, Kevin Vose, Michael Wallace, Scott 

Weyler, Kenneth Yokela, Josh   
  STRAFFORD  

Ankarberg, Aidan Bailey, Glenn Burnham, Claudine Connor, James 
Granger, Michael Harrington, Michael Horgan, James Kaczynski, Thomas 
Turcotte, Len Newton, Clifford Phinney, Brandon Pitre, Joseph 

  SULLIVAN  
Aron, Judy Drye, Margaret Rollins, Skip Smith, Steven 

Spilsbury, Walter Stone, Jonathan   
and the motion was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.  

HB 574-FN-A, re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 
Farmers Market Nutrition Program. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION 
Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: This program gives women and child ren on the 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program an extra $30 per growing season to purchase locally grown fruits 
and vegetables at farmers markets. In addition to the obvious nutritional benefits to the program recipients, the 
bill also benefits the local farming community by allowing greater purchasing power and ensuring greater 
demand for their produce. The bill includes an appropriation of $300,000. The amendment merely tracks the 
federal enabling language which makes it clear that participating farm stands, as well as farmers markets, are 
included in the program. 

Rep. Lucy Weber 

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill would re -establish a program that would give a 
small annual benefit of $10 to $30 that Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program recipients could use 
to purchase food at farmer’s markets. As well-meaning as the bill is, it would cost taxpayers upwards of 
$300,000, yet would not have any substantial impact on the nutrition of WIC recipients. Many grocery 
stores that accept WIC sell local produce already. When this program was in place previously, v endors at 
farmer’s markets faced challenges in redeeming the funds from the paper WIC system. Most WIC 
recipients are eligible for SNAP benefits, which are accepted at farmer’s markets and do not represent the 
WIC system challenges. 

Rep. Leah Cushman 

Rep. Weber moved Ought to Pass and offered amendment (0294h).  

Amendment (0294h) 

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following: 
1 New Section; Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for WIC Farmers Market Nutrition Program. Amend RSA 

132 by inserting after section 12-e the following new section: 
132:12-f WIC Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program. There is established in the department of health and 

human services the New Hampshire Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program for participants in the Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC). The program shall distribute food 
instruments to eligible WIC participants to redeem for locally grown fresh fruits, vegetables, and herbs at 
authorized New Hampshire farmers’ markets or roadside stands in compliance with 7 C.F.R. 248 that are 
redeemable only at designated New Hampshire farmers’ markets or roadside stands. The commissioner shall 
adopt rules under RSA 541-A to implement this program. 

The question being adoption of amendment (0294h).  
On a division vote, with 283 members having voted in the affirmative, and 80 in the negative, amendment (0294h) was 
adopted. 

The question now being adoption of the motion of Ought to Pass with Amendment.  
Rep. Kofalt spoke against. 
Rep. Weber spoke in favor. 
Rep. Santonastaso requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.  
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YEAS 180 - NAYS 184 

YEAS - 180 

BELKNAP 
Huot, David St. Clair, Charlie 

CARROLL 
Burroughs, Anita Crawford, Karel Paige, David McAleer, Chris 
Woodcock, Stephen 

CHESHIRE 
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru 
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas 
Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi Parshall, Lucius 
Schapiro, Joe Tatro, Bruce Thackston, Dick Toll, Amanda 
Weber, Lucy 

COOS 
Kelley, Eamon Hatch, William Noël, Henry 

GRAFTON 
Adjutant, Joshua Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill 
Cormen, Thomas Fellows, Sallie Hakken-Phillips, Mary Hoyt, Tommy 
Murphy, James Lovett, Peter Massimilla, Linda Morse, Corinne 
Muirhead, Russell Stavis, Laurel Stringham, Jerry Sykes, George 

HILLSBOROUGH 
Murray, Alissandra Nutting-Wong, Allison Baroody, Benjamin Beaulieu, Jane 
Bouchard, Donald Bouldin, Amanda Bradley, Amy Calabro, Karen 
Chretien, Jacqueline Cornell, Patricia Darby, Will Devine, Shelley 
DiSilvestro, Linda Dutzy, Sherry Elberger, Susan Davis, Fred 
Freitas, Mary Goley, Jeffrey Gregg, Alicia Grill, Jessica 
Hamer, Heidi Harriott-Gathright, Linda Heath, Mary Herbert, Christopher 
Jack, Martin Juris, Louis Foxx, Loren Lanza, Judi 
Leapley, Nicole LeClerc, Daniel Leishman, Peter Long, Patrick 
Howard, Molly Murray, Megan Perez, Maria MacKenzie, Mark 
Mangipudi, Latha Ming, Ben Morton, Jennifer Moulton, Candace 
Murphy, Nancy Nutter-Upham, Frances O’Brien, Michael Pedersen, Michael 
Petrigno, Peter Preece, David Newman, Ray Raymond, Heather 
Rombeau, Catherine Rung, Rosemarie Ryan, Linda Newman, Sue 
Seibert, Christine Sofikitis, Catherine Staub, Kathy Telerski, Laura 
Vail, Suzanne Veilleux, Daniel Thomas, Wendy Wheeler, Jonah 
Wilhelm, Matthew 

MERRIMACK 
Turcotte, Alan Brennan, Angela Caplan, Tony Carey, Lorrie 
Ebel, Karen Ellison, Arthur Gallager, Eric Gibbs, Merryl 
Hall, Muriel Lane, Connie Luneau, David MacKay, James 
McWilliams, Rebecca Myler, Mel Payeur, Stephanie Richards, Beth 
Roesener, James Gould, Sherry Schamberg, Thomas Schuett, Dianne 
Schultz, Kristina Shurtleff, Steve Soucy, Timothy Wallner, Mary Jane 
Wolf, Dan 

ROCKINGHAM 
Balboni, Peggy DiLorenzo, Charlotte Edgar, Michael Grossman, Gaby 
Grote, Jaci Hamblet, Joan Murray, Kate Knab, Allison 
Cahill, Michael Paige, Mark Maggiore, Jim Malloy, Dennis 
Manos, Zoe McBeath, Rebecca Meuse, David Muns, Chris 
O’Neil, Candice Pratt, Kevin Raynolds, Ned Read, Ellen 
Simpson, Alexis Turer, Eric Vallone, Mark Vogt, Robin 
Ward, Gerald 

STRAFFORD 
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Rich, Cecilia Cannon, Gerri 
Conlin, Bill Fitzpatrick, Daniel Howard, Heath Horrigan, Timothy 
Howland, Allan Kenney, Cam LaMontagne, Jessica Levesque, Cassandra 
Smith, Marjorie Menear, Hoy Schmidt, Peter Pare, Gail 
Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Treleaven, Susan Vincent, Kenneth 
Wall, Janet 

SULLIVAN 
Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Merchant, Gary 
Palmer, William 
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NAYS - 184 

BELKNAP 
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara 
Dumais, Russell Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki Nagel, David 
Ploszaj, Tom Beaudoin, Richard Smart, Lisa Terry, Paul 
Varney, Peter 

CARROLL 
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Cordelli, Glenn Costable, Michael 

MacDonald, John Smith, Jonathan McConkey, Mark Peternel, Katy 
Brown, Richard 

CHESHIRE 
Hunt, John Qualey, James Rhodes, Jennifer Santonastaso, Matthew 
Nutting, Zachary 

C O O S  
Davis, Arnold Merner, Troy Ouellet, Mike King, Seth 
Tierney, James 

GRAFTON 
Berezhny, Lex Brown, Carroll Coulon, Matthew Greeson, Jeffrey 
Ladd, Rick Rochefort, David Sellers, John Simon, Matthew 

HILLSBOROUGH 
Lekas, Alicia Abare, Kimberly Alexander, Joe Ammon, Keith 
Boyd, Bill King, Bill Berry, Ross Boehm, Ralph 
Colcombe, Riché Corcoran, Travis Creighton, Jim Cushman, Leah 
Kelley, Diane Erf, Keith Griffin, Gerald Gagne, Larry 
Gorski, Ted Healey, Robert Hynes, Dan Infantine, William 
Kennedy, Stephen Kenny, Catherine Kofalt, Jim Gould, Linda 
Sanborn, Laurie Lascelles, Richard Mazur, Lisa McGough, Tim 
Mooney, Maureen Noble, Kristin Notter, Jeanine Panek, Sandra 
Pauer, Diane Plett, Fred Post, Lisa Proulx, Mark 
Prout, Andrew Reid, Karen Renzullo, Andrew Seidel, Sheila 
Sheehan, Vanessa Sirois, Shane Spier, Carry Lekas, Tony 
Mannion, Tom Tenczar, Jeffrey Ulery, Jordan Wherry, Robert 

MERRIMACK 
Andrus, Louise Aures, Cyril Aylward, Deborah McGuire, Carol 
Cambrils, Jose McGuire, Dan Gerhard, Jason Hicks, Matthew 
Hill, Gregory Hoell, J.R. Leavitt, John Moffett, Michael 
Polozov, Yury Boyd, Stephen Seaworth, Brian See, Alvin 
Testerman, Dave Wood, Clayton 

ROCKINGHAM 
Ball, Lorie Bernardy, JD Brouillard, Jacob Mannion, Dennis 
Thomas, Douglas DeSimone, Debra Donnelly, Tanya Doucette, Fred 
Drago, Mike Dunn, Ron Edwards, Jess Emerick, Tracy 
Gilman, Julie Guthrie, Joseph Harb, Robert Harley, Tina 
Hobson, Deborah Nelson, Jodi Janigian, John Janvrin, Jason 
Perez, Kristine Katsakiores, Phyllis Khan, Aboul Kuttab, Katelyn 
Walsh, Lilli Layon, Erica Love, David Lundgren, David 
Lynn, Bob Pearson, Mark McDonnell, Valerie McMahon, Charles 
Melvin, Charles Ford, Oliver Osborne, Jason Phillips, Emily 
Piemonte, Tony Popovici-Muller, Daniel Porcelli, Susan Potucek, John 
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Quaratiello, Arlene Roy, Terry Pearson, Stephen 
Soti, Julius Spillane, James Summers, James Sweeney, Joe 
Sytek, John Dolan, Tom Tripp, Richard True, Chris 
Tudor, Paul Verville, Kevin Vose, Michael Wallace, Scott 
Weyler, Kenneth Yokela, Josh 

STRAFFORD 
Ankarberg, Aidan Bailey, Glenn Bickford, David Burnham, Claudine 
Connor, James Granger, Michael Harrington, Michael Horgan, James 
Kaczynski, Thomas Turcotte, Len Newton, Clifford Phinney, Brandon 
Pitre, Joseph 

SULLIVAN 
Aron, Judy Drye, Margaret Rollins, Skip Smith, Steven 
Spilsbury, Walter Stapleton, Walter Stone, Jonathan 

and the motion failed. 
Rep. Raymond Newman voted Yea and intended to vote Nay. 

Rep. Sweeney moved Inexpedient to Legislate. 



22 FEBRUARY 2023 HOUSE RECORD 53 

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE 

Rep. Adjutant moved that HB 574-FN-A, re-establishing the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants, and Children (WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program, be laid on the table. 
On a division vote, with 181 members having voted in the affirmative, and 183 in the negative, the motion 
failed. 

The question now being adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate.  
On a division vote, with 185 members having voted in the affirmative, and 179 in the negative, the motion 
was adopted. 

(Rep. Steven Smith in the Chair) 

REGULAR CALENDAR - PART I CONT’D 

HB 614-FN, directing the department of health and human services to develop a health outcomes repository related to 
per- and polyfluorinated alkyl substances. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. 
Rep. Erica Layon for Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs. This bill, as  amended, will seize upon the 
recent report of the PFAS and Environmentally Triggered Chronic Illness Commissions to create a phase 3 
feasibility study to determine if an epidemiological study to answer the question of PFAS in the Town of 
Merrimack causes kidney cancer. This bill, as amended, would appropriate $500,000 to fund the process of 
determining the correct questions to ask to settle the question and would require the department to apply for 
grants from the NIH, CDC or other sources before having access to these funds. To incentivize the grant 
process, this appropriation would be non-lapsing. Vote 19-1. 

Amendment (0533h) 

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:  

AN ACT making an appropriation to the department of health and human services to fund the Merrimack, New 
Hampshire Kidney Cancer Incidence Phase 3 Feasibility study. 

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:  
1 Findings. The general court finds that given the statistically significant excess in the number of cases 

of kidney cancer in Merrimack, New Hampshire found by the department of health and human services, 
the known detection of environmental contaminants that have been associated with kidney cancer, and a 
trend of increasing incidence of kidney cancer over time, the department recommends that a feasibility 
study as determined by the New Hampshire Cancer Concern Investigation Protocol, Phase 3 be conducted.  
The general court further finds that a Phase 3 feasibility study would determine if an epidemiological 
study (Phase 4) is warranted and would identify appropriate cancers and health outcomes for inclusion in 
such study. 

2 Appropriation; Department of Health and Humans Services; Phase 3 Feasibility Study.  
I. There is hereby appropriated the sum of $500,000 for the biennium ending June 30, 2025, to the 

department of health and human services to enter into a contract with an academic or research organization to 
complete a New Hampshire Kidney Cancer Incidence Phase 3 Feasibility Study for the town of Merrimack to 
further understand potential exposures that may contribute to the excess of kidney cancer incidence in 
Merrimack and identify any next steps warranted. Such funds shall be nonlapsing and appropriated to the 
department for the purposes of this act. The governor is authorized to draw a warrant for said sum out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.  

II. In order to provide funding for said appropriation, and subject to prior review by the joint 
legislative oversight committee on health and human services established in RSA 126 -A:13, the department 
shall first use any available grant funding or any other non-state funds which may be used for this purpose.  

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023.  

AMENDED ANALYSIS 

This bill makes an appropriation to the department of health and human services to fund the Merrimack, New 
Hampshire Kidney Incidence Phase 3 Feasibility Study. 
Committee amendment was adopted. 

The question now being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment. 
Committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.  

HB 57-FN, relative to the state minimum hourly rate. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION 
Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This bill reinstates the New Hampshire minimum wage and 
increases the minimum wage to $13.50 in year one, $14.25 in year two and $15.00 in year three . It then 
increases the minimum wage by the Consumer Price Index each year thereafter. Committee members who 
support an Ought to Pass motion believe that New Hampshire, like our neighboring New England states, 
should move toward a $15.00 minimum wage. Recent statistics indicate that more than 144,000 New 
Hampshire workers earn less than $15.00 per hour and would therefore benefit from the increases  
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this bill would provide. Since lower income workers tend to spend whatever income they receive, any in -
creased wages created by an increased minimum wage would be put back into the local economy creating 
a positive impact on the economy. States that have increased their minimum wage have not experienced 
the negative economic impacts that opponents have warned about.  

Rep. Brian Sullivan 

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: The minimum wage increase bill is a perennial bill that seeks 
to raise the minimum wage over the next three years to $15.00 by 01/01/25. Half of the Labor Committee feels 
that private industry has done a good job raising wages far above the minimum wage proposed by this bill. A 
vast majority of the minimum wages being offered in New Hampshire are also above the minimum wages in 
the surrounding New England states. Increasing the minimum wage has been shown to  lead to business owners 
eliminating jobs and replacing workers with technology. The bill also contains an automatic increase but never 
a decrease based on the cost of living Consumer Price Index. Each legislature should vote on any proposed 
increase in the minimum wage. This should not be automatic. 

Rep. Michael Granger 

Rep. Sullivan moved Ought to Pass.  
Rep. Infantine spoke against and yielded to questions.  
Rep. Schultz spoke in favor. 
Rep. Santonastaso requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.  

YEAS 178 - NAYS 183 

YEAS - 178  

BELKNAP 
Huot, David St. Clair, Charlie 

CARROLL 
Burroughs, Anita Paige, David McAleer, Chris Woodcock, Stephen 

CHESHIRE 
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru 
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas 
Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi Parshall, Lucius 
Schapiro, Joe Tatro, Bruce Toll, Amanda Weber, Lucy 

COOS 
Kelley, Eamon Hatch, William Noël, Henry 

GRAFTON 
Adjutant, Joshua Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill 
Cormen, Thomas Fellows, Sallie Hakken-Phillips, Mary Hoyt, Tommy 
Murphy, James Lovett, Peter Massimilla, Linda Morse, Corinne 
Muirhead, Russell Stavis, Laurel Stringham, Jerry Sykes, George 

HILLSBOROUGH 
Murray, Alissandra Nutting-Wong, Allison Baroody, Benjamin Beaulieu, Jane 
Bouchard, Donald Bouldin, Amanda Bradley, Amy Calabro, Karen 
Chretien, Jacqueline Cornell, Patricia Darby, Will Devine, Shelley 
DiSilvestro, Linda Dutzy, Sherry Elberger, Susan Davis, Fred 
Freitas, Mary Goley, Jeffrey Gregg, Alicia Grill, Jessica 
Hamer, Heidi Harriott-Gathright, Linda Heath, Mary Herbert, Christopher 
Jack, Martin Juris, Louis Foxx, Loren Lanza, Judi 
Leapley, Nicole LeClerc, Daniel Leishman, Peter Long, Patrick 
Howard, Molly Murray, Megan Perez, Maria MacKenzie, Mark 
Mangipudi, Latha Ming, Ben Morton, Jennifer Moulton, Candace 
Murphy, Nancy Nutter-Upham, Frances O’Brien, Michael Pedersen, Michael 
Petrigno, Peter Preece, David Newman, Ray Raymond, Heather 
Rombeau, Catherine Rung, Rosemarie Ryan, Linda Newman, Sue 
Seibert, Christine Sofikitis, Catherine Spier, Carry Staub, Kathy 
Telerski, Laura Vail, Suzanne Veilleux, Daniel Thomas, Wendy 
Wheeler, Jonah Wilhelm, Matthew 

MERRIMACK 
Turcotte, Alan Brennan, Angela Caplan, Tony Carey, Lorrie 
Ebel, Karen Ellison, Arthur Gallager, Eric Gibbs, Merryl 
Hall, Muriel Hicks, Matthew Lane, Connie Luneau, David 
MacKay, James McWilliams, Rebecca Myler, Mel Payeur, Stephanie 
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Richards, Beth Roesener, James Gould, Sherry Schamberg, Thomas 
Schuett, Dianne Schultz, Kristina Shurtleff, Steve Soucy, Timothy 

Wallner, Mary Jane    
  ROCKINGHAM  

Balboni, Peggy DiLorenzo, Charlotte Edgar, Michael Gilman, Julie 

Grossman, Gaby Hamblet, Joan Murray, Kate Khan, Aboul 
Knab, Allison Cahill, Michael Paige, Mark Maggiore, Jim 
Malloy, Dennis Manos, Zoe McBeath, Rebecca Meuse, David 
Muns, Chris O’Neil, Candice Raynolds, Ned Read, Ellen 
Simpson, Alexis Turer, Eric Vallone, Mark Vogt, Robin 
Ward, Gerald    

  STRAFFORD  
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Rich, Cecilia Cannon, Gerri 
Conlin, Bill Fitzpatrick, Daniel Howard, Heath Horrigan, Timothy 
Howland, Allan Kenney, Cam LaMontagne, Jessica Levesque, Cassandra 
Smith, Marjorie Menear, Hoy Schmidt, Peter Pare, Gail 
Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Treleaven, Susan Vincent, Kenneth 
Wall, Janet    

  SULLIVAN  
Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Palmer, William 

  NAYS - 183  

  BELKNAP  
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell 
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki Nagel, David Ploszaj, Tom 
Beaudoin, Richard Smart, Lisa Terry, Paul Varney, Peter 

  CARROLL  
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Cordelli, Glenn Costable, Michael 
Crawford, Karel MacDonald, John Smith, Jonathan McConkey, Mark 
Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard   

  CHESHIRE  
Hunt, John Qualey, James Rhodes, Jennifer Santonastaso, Matthew 

Thackston, Dick Nutting, Zachary   
  COOS  

Davis, Arnold Merner, Troy Ouellet, Mike King, Seth 

Tierney, James    
  GRAFTON  

Berezhny, Lex Brown, Carroll Coulon, Matthew Greeson, Jeffrey 

Ladd, Rick Rochefort, David Sellers, John Simon, Matthew 

  HILLSBOROUGH  
Lekas, Alicia Abare, Kimberly Alexander, Joe Ammon, Keith 

Boyd, Bill King, Bill Berry, Ross Boehm, Ralph 
Colcombe, Riché Corcoran, Travis Creighton, Jim Cushman, Leah 
Kelley, Diane Erf, Keith Griffin, Gerald Gagne, Larry 
Gorski, Ted Healey, Robert Hynes, Dan Infantine, William 
Kennedy, Stephen Kenny, Catherine Kofalt, Jim Gould, Linda 
Sanborn, Laurie Lascelles, Richard Mazur, Lisa McGough, Tim 
Mooney, Maureen Noble, Kristin Notter, Jeanine Panek, Sandra 
Pauer, Diane Plett, Fred Post, Lisa Proulx, Mark 
Prout, Andrew Reid, Karen Renzullo, Andrew Seidel, Sheila 
Sheehan, Vanessa Sirois, Shane Lekas, Tony Mannion, Tom 

Tenczar, Jeffrey Ulery, Jordan Wherry, Robert  
  MERRIMACK  

Andrus, Louise Aures, Cyril Aylward, Deborah McGuire, Carol 
Cambrils, Jose McGuire, Dan Gerhard, Jason Hill, Gregory 
Hoell, J.R. Leavitt, John Moffett, Michael Polozov, Yury 
Boyd, Stephen Seaworth, Brian See, Alvin Testerman, Dave 
Wolf, Dan Wood, Clayton   

  ROCKINGHAM  
Ball, Lorie Bernardy, JD Brouillard, Jacob Mannion, Dennis 

Thomas, Douglas DeSimone, Debra Donnelly, Tanya Doucette, Fred 
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Drago, Mike Dunn, Ron Edwards, Jess Emerick, Tracy 
Grote, Jaci Guthrie, Joseph Harb, Robert Harley, Tina 
Hobson, Deborah Nelson, Jodi Janigian, John Janvrin, Jason 
Perez, Kristine Katsakiores, Phyllis Kuttab, Katelyn Walsh, Lilli 
Layon, Erica Love, David Lundgren, David Lynn, Bob 
Pearson, Mark McDonnell, Valerie McMahon, Charles Melvin, Charles 
Ford, Oliver Osborne, Jason Phillips, Emily Piemonte, Tony 
Popovici-Muller, Daniel Porcelli, Susan Potucek, John Pratt, Kevin 
Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Quaratiello, Arlene Roy, Terry Pearson, Stephen 
Soti, Julius Spillane, James Summers, James Sweeney, Joe 
Sytek, John Dolan, Tom Tripp, Richard True, Chris 
Tudor, Paul Verville, Kevin Vose, Michael Wallace, Scott 

Weyler, Kenneth Yokela, Josh   
  STRAFFORD  

Ankarberg, Aidan Bailey, Glenn Bickford, David Burnham, Claudine 
Connor, James Granger, Michael Harrington, Michael Horgan, James 
Kaczynski, Thomas Turcotte, Len Newton, Clifford Phinney, Brandon 
Pitre, Joseph    

  SULLIVAN  
Aron, Judy Drye, Margaret Rollins, Skip Spilsbury, Walter 

Stapleton, Walter Stone, Jonathan   
and the motion failed. 
Rep. Grote voted Nay and intended to vote Yea.  

Rep. Sweeney moved Inexpedient to Legislate. 

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE 

Rep. Adjutant moved that HB 57-FN, relative to the state minimum hourly rate, be laid on the table.  
On a division vote, with 180 members having voted in the affirmative, and 183 in the negative, the motion failed.  

The question now being adoption of the motion of Inexpedient to Legislate. Motion 
was adopted. 

HB 74-FN, relative to an employee’s unused earned time. WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION 
Statement in support of Ought to Pass: The bill applies to companies (with 15 or more employees) offering 
vacation time. While it is common practice to include earned but unused vacation in final wages, employers 
can (in their policy or practice) deny this upon termination as a blanket rule, regardless of the circumstances. 
There is currently no protection for employees terminated due to layoff or sale of the company. The time that 
was listed on their prior pay stub vanishes with the job.  

Rep. Michael Cahill 

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: The bill would require employers to provide a number of 
items regarding vacation time and unused earned time. These include written policies, an undescribed means 
to request and approve usage of this time and an accounting of what has been used and what is remaining. 
While not being opposed to some of these requirements if they were more succinctly outlined, this would 
require an extra expense to many small business owners. The most significant concern is that the bill would 
require that all vacation time and unused earned time be considered compensation and therefore wages. Not 
all employers offer vacation time or earned time. Some employers offer a certain number of hours to be used 
for a combination of sick time, vacation and other personal time. Some employers allow for this time to be 
converted to payment upon termination of employment and some do not. Earned time does not mean pay able 
on demand for all New Hampshire employers. Allowing the employers to determine how they are going to 
consider these benefits is the New Hampshire way and results in a more vibrant business environment. 
Employers will adjust as needed to keep and mainta in happy employees. 

Rep. Lino Avellani 

Rep. Michael Cahill moved Ought to Pass and spoke in favor. Rep. 
Infantine spoke against. 
Rep. Santonastaso requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.  

YEAS 187 - NAYS 174 

YEAS - 187  

BELKNAP 
Bogert, Steven Huot, David Beaudoin, Richard St. Clair, Charlie 

CARROLL 
Burroughs, Anita Paige, David McAleer, Chris Woodcock, Stephen 
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CHESHIRE 

 

Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru 
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas 
Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi Parshall, Lucius 
Schapiro, Joe Tatro, Bruce Toll, Amanda Weber, Lucy 

  COOS  
Davis, Arnold Kelley, Eamon Hatch, William Noël, Henry 

  GRAFTON  
Adjutant, Joshua Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill 
Cormen, Thomas Fellows, Sallie Hakken-Phillips, Mary Hoyt, Tommy 
Murphy, James Lovett, Peter Morse, Corinne Muirhead, Russell 
Stavis, Laurel Stringham, Jerry Sykes, George  

  HILLSBOROUGH  
Murray, Alissandra Nutting-Wong, Allison King, Bill Baroody, Benjamin 
Beaulieu, Jane Bouchard, Donald Bouldin, Amanda Calabro, Karen 
Chretien, Jacqueline Cornell, Patricia Devine, Shelley DiSilvestro, Linda 
Dutzy, Sherry Elberger, Susan Davis, Fred Freitas, Mary 
Goley, Jeffrey Gregg, Alicia Grill, Jessica Hamer, Heidi 
Harriott-Gathright, Linda Heath, Mary Herbert, Christopher Jack, Martin 
Juris, Louis Foxx, Loren Lanza, Judi Leapley, Nicole 
LeClerc, Daniel Leishman, Peter Long, Patrick Howard, Molly 
Murray, Megan Perez, Maria MacKenzie, Mark Mangipudi, Latha 
Ming, Ben Morton, Jennifer Moulton, Candace Murphy, Nancy 
Nutter-Upham, Frances O’Brien, Michael Pedersen, Michael Petrigno, Peter 
Preece, David Newman, Ray Raymond, Heather Renzullo, Andrew 
Rombeau, Catherine Rung, Rosemarie Ryan, Linda Newman, Sue 
Seibert, Christine Seidel, Sheila Sofikitis, Catherine Spier, Carry 
Staub, Kathy Telerski, Laura Vail, Suzanne Veilleux, Daniel 
Thomas, Wendy Wheeler, Jonah Wilhelm, Matthew  

  MERRIMACK  
Turcotte, Alan Brennan, Angela Caplan, Tony Carey, Lorrie 
Ebel, Karen Ellison, Arthur Gallager, Eric Gibbs, Merryl 
Hall, Muriel Hicks, Matthew Lane, Connie Luneau, David 
MacKay, James McWilliams, Rebecca Myler, Mel Payeur, Stephanie 
Richards, Beth Roesener, James Schamberg, Thomas Schuett, Dianne 
Schultz, Kristina Shurtleff, Steve Soucy, Timothy Wallner, Mary Jane 

  ROCKINGHAM  
Balboni, Peggy DiLorenzo, Charlotte Edgar, Michael Gilman, Julie 
Grossman, Gaby Grote, Jaci Hamblet, Joan Harb, Robert 
Murray, Kate Knab, Allison Cahill, Michael Paige, Mark 
Pearson, Mark Maggiore, Jim Malloy, Dennis Manos, Zoe 
McBeath, Rebecca Meuse, David Muns, Chris O’Neil, Candice 
Osborne, Jason Pratt, Kevin Raynolds, Ned Read, Ellen 
Pearson, Stephen Simpson, Alexis Turer, Eric Vallone, Mark 
Vogt, Robin Ward, Gerald   

  STRAFFORD  
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Rich, Cecilia Cannon, Gerri 

Conlin, Bill Fitzpatrick, Daniel Howard, Heath Horrigan, Timothy 
Howland, Allan Kenney, Cam LaMontagne, Jessica Levesque, Cassandra 
Smith, Marjorie Menear, Hoy Schmidt, Peter Pare, Gail 
Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Treleaven, Susan Vincent, Kenneth 
Wall, Janet    

  SULLIVAN  
Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Merchant, Gary 
Palmer, William Stapleton, Walter   

  NAYS - 174  

  BELKNAP  
Bean, Harry Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell 
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki Nagel, David Ploszaj, Tom 
Smart, Lisa Terry, Paul Varney, Peter  

  CARROLL  
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Cordelli, Glenn Costable, Michael 
Crawford, Karel MacDonald, John Smith, Jonathan McConkey, Mark 
Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard   
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CHESHIRE 

 

Hunt, John Qualey, James Rhodes, Jennifer Santonastaso, Matthew 
Thackston, Dick Nutting, Zachary   

  COOS  
Merner, Troy Ouellet, Mike King, Seth Tierney, James 

  GRAFTON  
Berezhny, Lex Brown, Carroll Coulon, Matthew Greeson, Jeffrey 

Ladd, Rick Massimilla, Linda Rochefort, David Sellers, John 
Simon, Matthew    

 HILLSBOROUGH  
Lekas, Alicia Abare, Kimberly Alexander, Joe Ammon, Keith 

Boyd, Bill Berry, Ross Boehm, Ralph Colcombe, Riché 
Corcoran, Travis Creighton, Jim Cushman, Leah Kelley, Diane 
Darby, Will Erf, Keith Griffin, Gerald Gagne, Larry 
Gorski, Ted Healey, Robert Hynes, Dan Infantine, William 
Kennedy, Stephen Kenny, Catherine Kofalt, Jim Gould, Linda 
Sanborn, Laurie Lascelles, Richard Mazur, Lisa McGough, Tim 
Mooney, Maureen Noble, Kristin Notter, Jeanine Panek, Sandra 
Pauer, Diane Plett, Fred Post, Lisa Proulx, Mark 
Prout, Andrew Reid, Karen Sheehan, Vanessa Sirois, Shane 
Lekas, Tony Mannion, Tom Tenczar, Jeffrey Ulery, Jordan 
Wherry, Robert    

 MERRIMACK  
Andrus, Louise Aures, Cyril Aylward, Deborah McGuire, Carol 

Cambrils, Jose McGuire, Dan Gerhard, Jason Hill, Gregory 
Hoell, J.R. Leavitt, John Moffett, Michael Polozov, Yury 
Boyd, Stephen Gould, Sherry Seaworth, Brian See, Alvin 

Wood, Clayton    
 ROCKINGHAM  

Ball, Lorie Bernardy, JD Brouillard, Jacob Mannion, Dennis 

Thomas, Douglas DeSimone, Debra Donnelly, Tanya Doucette, Fred 
Drago, Mike Dunn, Ron Edwards, Jess Emerick, Tracy 
Guthrie, Joseph Harley, Tina Hobson, Deborah Nelson, Jodi 
Janigian, John Janvrin, Jason Perez, Kristine Katsakiores, Phyllis 
Khan, Aboul Kuttab, Katelyn Walsh, Lilli Layon, Erica 
Love, David Lundgren, David Lynn, Bob McDonnell, Valerie 
McMahon, Charles Melvin, Charles Ford, Oliver Packard, Sherman 
Phillips, Emily Piemonte, Tony Popovici-Muller, Daniel Porcelli, Susan 
Potucek, John Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Quaratiello, Arlene Roy, Terry 
Soti, Julius Spillane, James Summers, James Sweeney, Joe 
Sytek, John Dolan, Tom Tripp, Richard True, Chris 
Tudor, Paul Verville, Kevin Vose, Michael Wallace, Scott 
Weyler, Kenneth Yokela, Josh   

 STRAFFORD  
Ankarberg, Aidan Bailey, Glenn Bickford, David Burnham, Claudine 
Connor, James Granger, Michael Harrington, Michael Horgan, James 
Kaczynski, Thomas Turcotte, Len Newton, Clifford Phinney, Brandon 
Pitre, Joseph    

 SULLIVAN  
Aron, Judy Drye, Margaret Rollins, Skip Spilsbury, Walter 

Stone, Jonathan    
and the motion was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.  

(Speaker Packard in the Chair) 

REGULAR CALENDAR - PART I CONT’D 

HB 489-FN-A, establishing a county tourism development fund administered by the department of business and 
economic affairs and making an appropriation therefor. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. 
Rep. Richard Lascelles for the Majority of Municipal and County Government. The majority of the committee 
felt that although the state of New Hampshire needs and could benefit from more emphasis on the positive 
qualities of the state that would appeal to out of state tourists, for individual counties to do this would result 
in a disjointed strategy that has little chance of positive results. Vote 10 -9. 
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Rep. Laurel Stavis for the Minority of Municipal and County Government. This bill calls for an initial ap-
propriation of $750,000 to create an economic development and tourism mechanism within counties. After the 
appropriation it would rely on rooms and meal tax revenues to continue its operation(s). The committee was 
split in this bill, with the minority feeling that some counties have a real need for increased tourism and 
economic vitality while others, with amenities such as the seacoast, lakes and mountains, have different needs.  

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate. Rep. 
Maggiore spoke against. 
Rep. Pauer spoke in favor. 
Rep. Santonastaso requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.  

  YEAS 190 - NAYS 171 

YEAS - 190 

BELKNAP 

 

Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Comtois, Barbara Dumais, Russell 
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki Nagel, David Ploszaj, Tom 
Beaudoin, Richard Smart, Lisa Terry, Paul Varney, Peter 

  CARROLL  
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Cordelli, Glenn Costable, Michael 

Crawford, Karel MacDonald, John Smith, Jonathan McConkey, Mark 

Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard   
  CHESHIRE  

Hunt, John Qualey, James Rhodes, Jennifer Santonastaso, Matthew 

Thackston, Dick Nutting, Zachary   
  COOS  

Davis, Arnold Merner, Troy Ouellet, Mike King, Seth 

Tierney, James    
  GRAFTON  

Berezhny, Lex Brown, Carroll Cormen, Thomas Coulon, Matthew 

Greeson, Jeffrey Ladd, Rick Muirhead, Russell Rochefort, David 
Sellers, John Simon, Matthew   

  HILLSBOROUGH  
Lekas, Alicia Abare, Kimberly Alexander, Joe Ammon, Keith 

Boyd, Bill King, Bill Berry, Ross Boehm, Ralph 
Calabro, Karen Colcombe, Riché Corcoran, Travis Cushman, Leah 
Kelley, Diane Darby, Will Erf, Keith Griffin, Gerald 
Gagne, Larry Gorski, Ted Healey, Robert Hynes, Dan 
Infantine, William Kennedy, Stephen Kenny, Catherine Kofalt, Jim 
Foxx, Loren Gould, Linda Sanborn, Laurie Lascelles, Richard 
Leishman, Peter Long, Patrick Mazur, Lisa McGough, Tim 
Mooney, Maureen Murphy, Nancy Noble, Kristin Notter, Jeanine 
Panek, Sandra Pauer, Diane Plett, Fred Post, Lisa 
Proulx, Mark Prout, Andrew Reid, Karen Renzullo, Andrew 
Rung, Rosemarie Seidel, Sheila Sheehan, Vanessa Sirois, Shane 
Spier, Carry Lekas, Tony Mannion, Tom Tenczar, Jeffrey 
Ulery, Jordan Wherry, Robert   

  MERRIMACK  
Andrus, Louise Aures, Cyril Aylward, Deborah McGuire, Carol 

Cambrils, Jose Carey, Lorrie McGuire, Dan Gerhard, Jason 
Hill, Gregory Hoell, J.R. Leavitt, John Moffett, Michael 
Polozov, Yury Boyd, Stephen Gould, Sherry Seaworth, Brian 
See, Alvin Wolf, Dan Wood, Clayton  

  ROCKINGHAM  
Ball, Lorie Bernardy, JD Brouillard, Jacob Mannion, Dennis 

Thomas, Douglas DeSimone, Debra Donnelly, Tanya Doucette, Fred 
Drago, Mike Dunn, Ron Edwards, Jess Emerick, Tracy 
Guthrie, Joseph Harb, Robert Harley, Tina Hobson, Deborah 
Nelson, Jodi Janigian, John Janvrin, Jason Perez, Kristine 
Katsakiores, Phyllis Khan, Aboul Kuttab, Katelyn Walsh, Lilli 
Layon, Erica Love, David Lundgren, David Lynn, Bob 
Pearson, Mark McDonnell, Valerie McMahon, Charles Melvin, Charles 
Ford, Oliver Osborne, Jason Phillips, Emily Piemonte, Tony 
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Popovici-Muller, Daniel Porcelli, Susan Potucek, John Pratt, Kevin 
Quaratiello, Arlene Roy, Terry Pearson, Stephen Soti, Julius 
Spillane, James Summers, James Sweeney, Joe Sytek, John 
Dolan, Tom Tripp, Richard True, Chris Tudor, Paul 
Vallone, Mark Verville, Kevin Vose, Michael Wallace, Scott 
Weyler, Kenneth Yokela, Josh 

STRAFFORD 
Ankarberg, Aidan Bailey, Glenn Bickford, David Burnham, Claudine 
Connor, James Granger, Michael Howard, Heath Harrington, Michael 
Horgan, James Kaczynski, Thomas Turcotte, Len Newton, Clifford 
Phinney, Brandon Pitre, Joseph 

SULLIVAN 
Sullivan, Brian Spilsbury, Walter 

NAYS - 171 

BELKNAP 
Coker, Matthew Huot, David St. Clair, Charlie 

CARROLL 
Burroughs, Anita Paige, David McAleer, Chris Woodcock, Stephen 

CHESHIRE 
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru 
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas 
Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi Parshall, Lucius 
Schapiro, Joe Tatro, Bruce Toll, Amanda Weber, Lucy 

COOS 
Kelley, Eamon Hatch, William Noël, Henry 

GRAFTON 
Adjutant, Joshua Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill 
Fellows, Sallie Hakken-Phillips, Mary Hoyt, Tommy Murphy, James 
Lovett, Peter Massimilla, Linda Morse, Corinne Stavis, Laurel 
Stringham, Jerry Sykes, George 

HILLSBOROUGH 
Murray, Alissandra Nutting-Wong, Allison Baroody, Benjamin Beaulieu, Jane 
Bouchard, Donald Bouldin, Amanda Chretien, Jacqueline Cornell, Patricia 
Creighton, Jim Devine, Shelley DiSilvestro, Linda Dutzy, Sherry 
Elberger, Susan Davis, Fred Freitas, Mary Goley, Jeffrey 
Gregg, Alicia Grill, Jessica Hamer, Heidi Harriott-Gathright, Linda 
Heath, Mary Herbert, Christopher Jack, Martin Juris, Louis 
Lanza, Judi Leapley, Nicole LeClerc, Daniel Howard, Molly 
Murray, Megan Perez, Maria MacKenzie, Mark Mangipudi, Latha 
Ming, Ben Morton, Jennifer Moulton, Candace Nutter-Upham, Frances 
O’Brien, Michael Pedersen, Michael Petrigno, Peter Preece, David 
Newman, Ray Raymond, Heather Rombeau, Catherine Ryan, Linda 
Newman, Sue Seibert, Christine Sofikitis, Catherine Staub, Kathy 
Telerski, Laura Vail, Suzanne Veilleux, Daniel Thomas, Wendy 
Wheeler, Jonah Wilhelm, Matthew 

MERRIMACK 
Turcotte, Alan Brennan, Angela Caplan, Tony Ebel, Karen 
Ellison, Arthur Gallager, Eric Gibbs, Merryl Hall, Muriel 
Hicks, Matthew Lane, Connie Luneau, David MacKay, James 
McWilliams, Rebecca Myler, Mel Payeur, Stephanie Richards, Beth 
Roesener, James Schamberg, Thomas Schuett, Dianne Schultz, Kristina 
Shurtleff, Steve Soucy, Timothy Wallner, Mary Jane 

ROCKINGHAM 
Balboni, Peggy DiLorenzo, Charlotte Edgar, Michael Gilman, Julie 
Grossman, Gaby Grote, Jaci Hamblet, Joan Murray, Kate 
Knab, Allison Cahill, Michael Paige, Mark Maggiore, Jim 
Malloy, Dennis Manos, Zoe McBeath, Rebecca Meuse, David 
Muns, Chris O’Neil, Candice Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Raynolds, Ned 
Read, Ellen Simpson, Alexis Turer, Eric Vogt, Robin 
Ward, Gerald 
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STRAFFORD 
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Rich, Cecilia Cannon, Gerri 
Conlin, Bill Fitzpatrick, Daniel Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan 
Kenney, Cam LaMontagne, Jessica Levesque, Cassandra Smith, Marjorie 
Menear, Hoy Schmidt, Peter Pare, Gail Selig, Loren 
Southworth, Thomas Treleaven, Susan Vincent, Kenneth Wall, Janet 

SULLIVAN 
Aron, Judy Cloutier, John Damon, Hope Drye, Margaret 
Merchant, Gary Palmer, William Rollins, Skip Stapleton, Walter 
Stone, Jonathan 

and the majority committee report was adopted. 

HB 212-FN-A, appropriating funding for investigations, testing, and monitoring relative to per- and poly-fluoroalkyl 
substances. OUGHT TO PASS. 
Rep. Rosemarie Rung for Resources, Recreation and Development. Public and private wells throughout the 
state, and particularly in the seacoast and southern New Hampshire, supply drinking water contaminated 
with PFAS at levels beyond the New Hampshire Maximum Contaminant Levels. This bill expands the eli -
gible uses of the PFAS Loan Fund, adds $2 million dollars to it, and renames it the “PFAS Response Fund” 
in order for the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) to improve response to the  
growing need for water testing, scientific investigation, and anticipated response to federal regulation of 
PFAS in drinking water. Multiple environmental groups, the New Hampshire Municipal Association, and 
NHDES spoke in support of the bill. Vote 20-0. 

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass.  
Committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.  

HB 276-FN-A, establishing the cyanobacteria mitigation loan fund. OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. 
Rep. Rosemarie Rung for Resources, Recreation and Development. New Hampshire water bodies, including those 
serving as public water supplies, are experiencing more frequent toxic cyanobacteria blooms. Cyanotoxins from 
blooms cause acute health impacts and are associated with terminal neurological diseases, such as ALS. Blooms 
result in lost days of recreation on New Hampshire water bodies and threatens our tourism economy and property 
values. This bill creates a Cyanobacteria Loan and Grant Fund to allow municipalities, community water systems, 
watershed and lake associations access to funds to implement projects to mitigate and reduce the occurrence of 
cyanobacteria blooms. The amendment revises the original bill to include a grant component for small wate rshed 
and lake associations and adds an oversight component for financial expenditures. This fund would also support 
anticipated localized projects identified by New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) in 
their upcoming November 2023 cyanobacteria plan. In a letter to the committee, NHDES Commissioner states, 
“As written, HB 276 is targeted to fund cost-effective and appropriate cyanobacteria mitigation projects.” The 
majority believes that establishing this fund in 2023, rather than wai ting until the next budgetary cycle in two 
years, will prevent the exacerbation of blooms that a two-year delay will create. Vote 17-3. 

Amendment (0418h) 

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:  

AN ACT establishing the cyanobacteria mitigation loan and grant fund.  

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:  
1 Purpose Statement. The general court finds that people and animals accessing lakes and rivers across the 

state have been impacted by cyanobacteria blooms, which pose a threat of acute and chronic illnesses from 
the toxins they release. Many of these blooms have been triggered by phosphorus loading  from direct run-off, 
poor culvert design, inefficient or failed septic systems, internal loading of phosphorus, among other causes. 
The cost of designing, installing and repairing mitigation systems or projects for many communities, 
watershed management associations, and lake associations, would result in dramatically higher property taxes 
or would take many years of fundraising and delay projects exacerbating the problem. The mitigation of 
contributors to cyanobacteria blooms requires a strategy to protec t, preserve, and enhance the water quality 
that New Hampshire citizens and the natural environment depend upon.  

2 New Subdivision; Cyanobacteria Mitigation Loan Program. Amend RSA 485-A by inserting after section 57 the 
following new subdivision: 

Cyanobacteria Mitigation Loan Program 
485-A:58 Establishment and Implementation of Cyanobacteria Mitigation Loan Program.  

I. There is established in the department of environmental services the cyanobacteria mitigation loan program. The 
program shall provide low interest loans to: 

(a) Municipalities, community water systems and non-profit lake and river watershed associations 
whose testing shows confirmed and chronic exceedances of the state health advisory for cyanobacteria, for 
remediation efforts begun after September 30, 2023. 
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(b) Publicly-owned and non-profit lake or river watershed associations that have a watershed 
management plan which specifies sources of phosphorus loading approved by the department of environ -
mental services. 

II. Projects shall only be financed after the applicant’s proposed mitigation plan or watershed 
management plan demonstrates that the such plan is the most cost -effective solution, as reviewed and 
approved by the department of environmental services. The applicant shall provide evidence in the 
application for funding that there are no no-cost or low-cost efforts that would result in a substantial 
decrease in external phosphorus loading. The applicant shall also show that there is no responsible party 
identified by department of environmental services or  that the responsible party, potentially including the 
applicant, has provided their appropriate share of the funding for the proposed project.  

III. Loans or grants may be made for up to the total cost of the project, after any responsible party’s contribution, 
addressing the contamination. 

IV. The cyanobacteria mitigation program shall forgive up to 10 percent of the loan principal to com -
munity water systems, publicly owned or non-profit lake or river watershed associations using the same 
qualifying standards for forgiveness used in the drinking water state revolving loan program established 
under RSA 486:14. 

V. Total loan forgiveness under this section shall not exceed $1,000,000 in a fiscal year. 
485-A:59 Duties. 

I. The department of environmental services shall:  
(a) Administer the cyanobacteria mitigation loan and grant program to assist municipalities; com -

munity and non-profit, lake and river watershed association; with the cost of reducing the number of chronic 
and extended cyanobacteria bloom that the department considers to be a threat to long term health of water 
bodies. For purposes of this subparagraph, administration includes oversight of the grant  or loan expenditures 
to ensure they are not misused. 

(b) Administer a loan forgiveness program to assist municipalities, community, and non-profit, lake and river 
watershed association with loan repayment. 

(c) Award loan or grant funds to projects that meet the following criteria: 
(1) The project is or was necessary to reduce phosphorus loading identified in an accepted watershed 

management plan and the applicant for funding is a municipality, a community water system, or a non-profit, lake or 
river watershed association. 

(2) The applicant has demonstrated, to the satisfaction of the department, that low or no-cost solutions are 
neither viable nor effective. 

(d) Award reimbursements to projects from the fund in a manner consistent with this chapter.  
II. Every year beginning December 1, 2024, the department of environmental services shall prepare and 

file a report with the general court evaluating the progress made relative to mitigating cyanobacteria blooms, 
the efficiency of the program established under this chapter, and whether it continues to provide the maximum 
benefit to New Hampshire citizens, and providing any recommendations on potential additional tasks for 
which the fund could be used to address cyanobacteria blooms.  

485-A:60 Rules. The department of environmental services shall adopt rules, under RSA 541-A, relative to 
administering cyanobacteria loan and grant programs for eligible projects. 

485-A:61 Cyanobacteria Mitigation Loan and Grant Fund Established. There is hereby established in th e 
department of environmental services the cyanobacteria mitigation loan and grant fund which shall be 
maintained by the state treasurer in distinct and separate custody from all other funds. The state treasurer may 
invest the fund in accordance with RSA 6:8. Any earnings on fund moneys shall be added to the fund. All 
moneys in the fund shall be nonlapsing and continually appropriated to the department of environmental 
services. The cyanobacteria mitigation loan and grant fund shall be used to fund loans, g rants, and reim-
bursements in accordance with this subdivision. Funds from any bond proceeds, grants, loan repayments, 
legislative appropriations, donations, and other funds shall be credited to this fund.  

3 New Subparagraph; Cyanobacteria Mitigation Loan and Grant Fund. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after 
subparagraph (387) the following new subparagraph: 

(388) Moneys deposited in the cyanobacteria mitigation loan and grant fund established in RSA  
485-A:61. 

4 Capital Appropriation; Department of Environmental Services. The sum of $25,000,000 is hereby appro -
priated to the department of environmental services for capital expenditures for the mitigation in the state’s 
drinking water sources or recreational waters, which expenditures may include loans or grants to public or 
private entities on such terms and conditions as the department of environmental service s shall determine. To 
provide funds for the appropriation made in this section, the state treasurer is hereby authorized to borrow 
upon the credit of the state not exceeding the sum of $25,000,000 and for said purpose may issue bonds and 
notes in the name of and on behalf of the state of New Hampshire in accordance with RSA 6-13-f. Notwith-
standing the provisions of RSA 9:18, the appropriation made in this section shall not lapse.  
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5 New Section; Authority to Issue Bonds; General Fund. Amend RSA 6 by inserting after section 13-e the following 
new section: 

6:13-f Authority to Borrow; Certain Environmental Projects.  
I. The state treasurer, as may be requested from time to time by the commissioner of the department of en-

vironmental services, is hereby authorized to borrow upon the credit of the state such sums as may be authorized 
by law from time to time to be borrowed under this section and may issue general obligation bonds in the name 
and on behalf of the state of New Hampshire for such authorized purposes and amounts in accordance with the 
provisions of RSA 6-A. The state treasurer is hereby further authorized to borrow all or any portion of amounts 
authorized to be borrowed under this section either as a loan from banks or other financial institutions, within or 
without the state, selected by the state treasurer or under the federal program established under the Water 
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act, 33 U.S.C. chapter 52, as amended, and to enter into agreements con-
taining appropriate covenants and conditions as the state treasurer determines to be necessary or desirable to 
secure favorable credit terms from said banks or other financial institutions or under said program.  

II. Notwithstanding the provisions of RSA 6-A:2, the maturity date of bonds issued pursuant to this 
section shall be not later than 30 years from the date of issue, as determined by the state treasurer; provided, 
that in determining the amount of bonds maturing later than 20 years from the date of issue, the state 
treasurer shall take into account the expected useful life of the projects being financed, as identified by the 
commissioner of the department of environmental services.  

III. To the extent any borrowing under paragraph I cannot be immediately redeemed or prepaid when such 
funds are received by the state, the funds shall be held in a nonlapsing reserve to be established by the state 
treasurer for the future payment of the borrowing in accordance with its redemption or prepayment provisions. 

6 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.  

AMENDED ANALYSIS 

This bill establishes the cyanobacteria mitigation loan and grant program and the cyanobacteria mitigation 
fund. 
Committee amendment was adopted. 

The question now being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.  
On a division vote, with 179 members having voted in the affirmative, and 177 in the negative, the committee report 
was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance. 

HB 534-FN-A, relative to water assistance for natural disasters. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 

Rep. Suzanne Vail for the Majority of Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill would give private well 
owners vital assistance to replace, repair, and/or treat their private drinking water sources, based on ability to pay, in 
the event of a natural disaster, such as flood, fire, drought, earthquake, or other “acts of god.” The true cost of 
drilling a new well or connecting to a municipal water supply, in an emergency, is tens of thousands of dollars, and 
drillers who can help in an emergency have thousands to serve. Traditionally, funding for repair, replacement and 
treatment of water supplies that have been impacted by natural disasters, has only been available to public water 
supplies. The bill creates a dedicated non-lapsing fund, called the Water Assistance for Natural Disasters Fund. The 
Commissioner of Department of Environmental Services (DES) may apply for and accept from any source, gifts, 
donations of money, grants, legislative appropriations, federal, local, private, and other matching fund s and 
incentives to deposit into this fund. All funds therein, must be distributed by DES to be used to assist residents with 
repair, replacement and treatment of their private wells, following a natural disaster. The application process will be 
developed and implemented by DES, utilizing the existing program guidelines developed by the New Hampshire 
Drinking Water and Groundwater Advisory Commission. The bill appropriates $2.5 million in 2024, and $2.5 
million in 2025 to the fund, for DES to administer the fund and to cover costs of administration. Vote 11-9. Rep. 
Juliet Harvey-Bolia for the Minority of Resources, Recreation and Development. This bill would establish a new 
chapter in New Hampshire statute entitled “Water Assistance for Natural Disasters.” While the bill mentions 
“floods, fires, drought and other acts of God,” the testimony focused almost solely on water, predominantly well 
water and the lack thereof. So let us talk about what’s really on the table. We are not talking about supplying 
emergency water. This is a plan to have the taxpayers repair or replace the wells in the homes of those deemed as 
being low income should they become impacted by a “natural disaster.” The proposed program becomes operable 
only during or by the occurrence of a “natural disaster.” While a natural disaster affects everyone, only those of low 
income would have access to help. It also appears that the bill does not mention loans, but simply says “provide for 
the replacement, repair and treatment of private drinking water sources.” In other words, the taxpayer’s pay without 
reimbursement. Realize also that this is a significant capital input (as much as 5 figures) adding to the value of the 
property. Considering that they are paying for it, should not all New Hampshire taxpayers have access to this 
program regardless of status? During testimony there were questions asked about other sources of aid. There was a 
lack of cogent specifics. Also, during testimony, we learned that a similar project was undertaken by the New 
Hampshire Drinking Water and Groundwater Commission 
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where they provided this service to 147 homeowners. It would have been valuable to have had the time for the 
committee to review the results of that program to help answer questions concerning this $5 million biennial 
expenditure. There was an attempt to retain the bill for further study which failed due to a tie vote. 

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass.  
Rep. Harvey-Bolia spoke against. 
Rep. Vail spoke in favor. 
On a division vote, with 179 members having voted in the affirmative, and 177 in the negative, the majority  
committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Financ e. 

REGULAR CALENDAR - PART II 

HB 108, relative to the confidentiality of reports made to the division of children, youth, and families and requiring 
guardians ad litem be appointed in certain instances. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Mark Pearson for the Majority of Children and Family Law. Nearly every state has laws which penalize 
individuals who knowingly make false statements of suspected child abuse to the relevant department, courts, law 
enforcement agency or social service agency. This bill seeks to add New Hampshire to the list. Those who sincerely 
make a good faith report that proves erroneous are protected. Vote 9-7. 
Rep. David Bickford for the Minority of Children and Family Law. For many years, the legislature has been 
apprehensive about having those suspected of making false reports to the Division of Child, Youth, and Fami -
lies. This bill allows those suspected of false reporting to be prosecuted with criminal charges. The legislature 
in the past has felt this would have a chilling effect and deter people from reporting.  

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass.  
Reps. Moulton and Mark Pearson spoke in favor.  
Rep. Bickford spoke against. 
On a division vote, with 214 members having voted in the affirmative, and 143 in the negative, the majority  
committee report was adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading.  

HB 124, relative to temporary alimony. OUGHT TO PASS. 
Rep. Debra DeSimone for Children and Family Law. The majority of the committee felt that this bill 
would assist judges in making decisions regarding temporary alimony until a final order could be handed 
down. Vote 8-7. 

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass. 
On a division vote, with 179 members having voted in the affirmative, and 178 in the negative, the committee report 
was adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading. 

HB 151, establishing a committee to study the issue of unmarried cohabitants, domestic partnerships, and common 
law marriage. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. Rep. 
Patrick Long for the Majority of Children and Family Law. The committee finds that, based RSA 457:39 on 
cohabitation and due to testimony heard of undue harm created by not addressing this issue, a study com mittee 
would be justified. Vote 10-5. 
Rep. David Bickford for the Minority of Children and Family Law. The minority is concerned this brings no reasons for 
a study committee. It aimlessly wants to study the various ways people choose to live together. 

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass. 
On a division vote, with 199 members having voted in the affirmative, and 155 in the negative, the majority committee 
report was adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading. 

HB 97-FN, establishing an additional penalty for a violation of privacy. OUGHT TO PASS. 
Rep. Jennifer Rhodes for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill will establish an additional penalty for a 
violation of privacy. This legislation is a bipartisan effort of state representatives and senators to address 
inconsistencies in the law when it comes to adequately protecting individuals against sexual exploitation, 
especially when it comes to repeat offenses. Vote 19-0. 

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass. 
Committee report was adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading. 

HB 160, relative to public display of chest. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. MINORITY: 
OUGHT TO PASS. 
Rep. Jennifer Rhodes for the Majority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The bill is requesting the state to 
interfere in regulating municipal ordinances. We believe there could be unintended consequences of such a bill. 
The sponsor took his grievance to the local court and then to the supreme court, in which each ruled against 
him. We believe every town and city is unique, and they create ordinances based on the make -up and the 
wishes of the local people. Vote 14-6. 
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Rep. Jason Janvrin for the Minority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. New Hampshire is a Dillon Rule 
state. Subdivisions of the state are barred from doing anything not authorized by the General Court by 
statute or by the New Hampshire Constitution. Public display of the chest is not a violation of state law and 
the General Court has not authorized subdivisions of the state to regulate it. What is lawful conduct in 
Hampton beach, Conway, or Keene should also be lawful conduct in Laconia. The minority of the commit-
tee recommends this bill Ought to Pass to prohibit regulation of this conduct by subdivisions of the state.  

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.  
Rep. Hynes spoke against. 
Rep. Roy spoke in favor. 
On a division vote, with 223 members having voted in the affirmative, and 129 in the negative, the majority  
committee report was adopted. 

HB 191, relative to voluntarily surrendered firearms. MAJORITY: INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. 
Rep. Jonathan Stone for the Majority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. This bill, if passed, would add an 
additional burden on state agencies including the state police and Judicial Branch. Currently there are many 
viable options for individuals to dispose of unwanted firearms in compliance with state and federal law. A 
gunsmith can make the weapon permanently inoperable, if it is the wish of the owner to do so. It can also be 
donated to law enforcement to sell or use. The state police testified there would be increased costs if this bill 
were to pass. Law Enforcement did not request this bill and the state police took no position on it. The Federal 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives is currently a known agency that can assist with a final 
disposition of a firearm. Additionally, according to the testimony of the state police, it is possible that a 
firearm used in an unreported crime could be “surrendered” and “destroyed” without the state police knowing 
it has evidentiary value. Vote 16-4. 
Rep. David Meuse for the Minority of Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The minority believes there is no 
harm in providing the State Police with the option to conduct a “surrender and destroy” program for firearms. 
There are people who own guns or who may have inherited guns who would rather have them destroyed than 
keep them. Programs like this are operated by a number of states and municipalities as a convenience to gun 
owners. Companies such as Gunbusters provide destruction services to law enforcement agencies at no charge. 
We also heard testimony that State Police are already incurring an expense for accepting weapons for disposal 
and resale. As for the fear that a criminal might turn in a gun used in a crime for destruction, you might want to 
ponder why any criminal would want to risk an unnecessary encounter with police.  

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.  
Rep. Meuse spoke against. 
Rep. Roy spoke in favor. 
Rep. Santonastaso requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.  

  YEAS 237 - NAYS 121 

YEAS - 237 

BELKNAP 

 

Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara 

Dumais, Russell Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki Nagel, David 
Ploszaj, Tom Beaudoin, Richard Smart, Lisa Terry, Paul 
Varney, Peter    

  CARROLL  
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Cordelli, Glenn Costable, Michael 

Crawford, Karel Paige, David MacDonald, John Smith, Jonathan 

McConkey, Mark Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard  
  CHESHIRE  

Abbott, Michael Harvey, Cathryn Eaton, Daniel Hunt, John 

Qualey, James Rhodes, Jennifer Santonastaso, Matthew Thackston, Dick 

Nutting, Zachary    
  COOS  

Davis, Arnold Hatch, William Merner, Troy Noël, Henry 

Ouellet, Mike King, Seth Tierney, James  
  GRAFTON  

Adjutant, Joshua Almy, Susan Berezhny, Lex Brown, Carroll 
Coulon, Matthew Greeson, Jeffrey Murphy, James Ladd, Rick 
Massimilla, Linda Rochefort, David Sellers, John Simon, Matthew 
Stavis, Laurel    
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HILLSBOROUGH 
Lekas, Alicia Abare, Kimberly Alexander, Joe Ammon, Keith 
King, Bill Baroody, Benjamin Beaulieu, Jane Berry, Ross 
Boehm, Ralph Bouchard, Donald Calabro, Karen Chretien, Jacqueline 
Colcombe, Riché Corcoran, Travis Creighton, Jim Cushman, Leah 
Kelley, Diane DiSilvestro, Linda Erf, Keith Davis, Fred 
Freitas, Mary Griffin, Gerald Gagne, Larry Goley, Jeffrey 
Gorski, Ted Healey, Robert Hynes, Dan Infantine, William 
Jack, Martin Juris, Louis Kennedy, Stephen Kenny, Catherine 
Kofalt, Jim Gould, Linda Lascelles, Richard LeClerc, Daniel 
Leishman, Peter Mazur, Lisa McGough, Tim Ming, Ben 
Mooney, Maureen Noble, Kristin Notter, Jeanine O’Brien, Michael 
Panek, Sandra Pauer, Diane Plett, Fred Post, Lisa 
Proulx, Mark Prout, Andrew Reid, Karen Renzullo, Andrew 

Rung, Rosemarie Ryan, Linda Seidel, Sheila Sheehan, Vanessa 
Sirois, Shane Lekas, Tony Mannion, Tom Tenczar, Jeffrey 
Ulery, Jordan Veilleux, Daniel Wheeler, Jonah Wherry, Robert 

MERRIMACK 
Turcotte, Alan Andrus, Louise Aures, Cyril Aylward, Deborah 
McGuire, Carol Cambrils, Jose Carey, Lorrie McGuire, Dan 
Gerhard, Jason Hicks, Matthew Hill, Gregory Hoell, J.R. 
Leavitt, John MacKay, James Moffett, Michael Payeur, Stephanie 
Polozov, Yury Roesener, James Boyd, Stephen Gould, Sherry 
Schamberg, Thomas Schuett, Dianne Seaworth, Brian See, Alvin 
Shurtleff, Steve Soucy, Timothy Testerman, Dave Wolf, Dan 
Wood, Clayton 

ROCKINGHAM 
Ball, Lorie Bernardy, JD Brouillard, Jacob Mannion, Dennis 
Thomas, Douglas DeSimone, Debra Donnelly, Tanya Doucette, Fred 
Drago, Mike Dunn, Ron Edgar, Michael Edwards, Jess 
Emerick, Tracy Gilman, Julie Grote, Jaci Guthrie, Joseph 
Harb, Robert Harley, Tina Hobson, Deborah Nelson, Jodi 
Janigian, John Janvrin, Jason Perez, Kristine Katsakiores, Phyllis 
Khan, Aboul Kuttab, Katelyn Walsh, Lilli Layon, Erica 
Love, David Lundgren, David Lynn, Bob Cahill, Michael 
Paige, Mark Pearson, Mark Maggiore, Jim McDonnell, Valerie 
McMahon, Charles Melvin, Charles Ford, Oliver Osborne, Jason 
Phillips, Emily Piemonte, Tony Popovici-Muller, Daniel Porcelli, Susan 
Potucek, John Pratt, Kevin Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Quaratiello, Arlene 
Roy, Terry Pearson, Stephen Soti, Julius Spillane, James 
Summers, James Sweeney, Joe Sytek, John Tripp, Richard 
True, Chris Tudor, Paul Vallone, Mark Verville, Kevin 
Vose, Michael Wallace, Scott Weyler, Kenneth Yokela, Josh 

STRAFFORD 
Bailey, Glenn Bickford, David Burnham, Claudine Cannon, Gerri 
Conlin, Bill Connor, James Fitzpatrick, Daniel Granger, Michael 
Harrington, Michael Horgan, James Kaczynski, Thomas Turcotte, Len 
Smith, Marjorie Newton, Clifford Phinney, Brandon Pitre, Joseph 
Treleaven, Susan Wall, Janet 

SULLIVAN 
Aron, Judy Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Drye, Margaret 
Rollins, Skip Smith, Steven Spilsbury, Walter Stapleton, Walter 
Stone, Jonathan 

NAYS - 121 

BELKNAP 
Huot, David St. Clair, Charlie 

CARROLL 
Burroughs, Anita McAleer, Chris Woodcock, Stephen 

CHESHIRE 
Ames, Richard Fox, Dru Faulkner, Barry Filiault, Shaun 
Germana, Nicholas Jones, Philip Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi 
Parshall, Lucius Schapiro, Joe Tatro, Bruce Toll, Amanda 
Weber, Lucy 
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COOS 

67 

Kelley, Eamon   

 GRAFTON  
Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill Cormen, Thomas Fellows, Sallie 

Hakken-Phillips, Mary Hoyt, Tommy Morse, Corinne Muirhead, Russell 
Stringham, Jerry Sykes, George   

 HILLSBOROUGH  
Murray, Alissandra Nutting-Wong, Allison Bouldin, Amanda Cornell, Patricia 

Darby, Will Devine, Shelley Dutzy, Sherry Elberger, Susan 
Gregg, Alicia Grill, Jessica Hamer, Heidi Harriott-Gathright, Linda 
Heath, Mary Herbert, Christopher Foxx, Loren Lanza, Judi 
Leapley, Nicole Long, Patrick Howard, Molly Murray, Megan 
Perez, Maria MacKenzie, Mark Mangipudi, Latha Morton, Jennifer 
Moulton, Candace Murphy, Nancy Nutter-Upham, Frances Pedersen, Michael 
Petrigno, Peter Preece, David Newman, Ray Raymond, Heather 
Rombeau, Catherine Newman, Sue Seibert, Christine Sofikitis, Catherine 
Spier, Carry Staub, Kathy Telerski, Laura Vail, Suzanne 
Thomas, Wendy Wilhelm, Matthew   

 MERRIMACK  
Brennan, Angela Caplan, Tony Ebel, Karen Ellison, Arthur 

Gallager, Eric Gibbs, Merryl Hall, Muriel Lane, Connie 
Luneau, David McWilliams, Rebecca Myler, Mel Richards, Beth 
Wallner, Mary Jane    

 ROCKINGHAM  
Balboni, Peggy DiLorenzo, Charlotte Grossman, Gaby Hamblet, Joan 

Haskins, Linda Murray, Kate Knab, Allison Malloy, Dennis 
Manos, Zoe McBeath, Rebecca Meuse, David Muns, Chris 
O’Neil, Candice Raynolds, Ned Read, Ellen Simpson, Alexis 
Turer, Eric Vogt, Robin Ward, Gerald  

  STRAFFORD  
Bay, Luz Bixby, Peter Rich, Cecilia Howard, Heath 
Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Kenney, Cam LaMontagne, Jessica 
Levesque, Cassandra Menear, Hoy Schmidt, Peter Pare, Gail 
Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas Vincent, Kenneth  

  SULLIVAN  
Damon, Hope Merchant, Gary Palmer, William  
and the majority committee report was adopted. 

MOTION TO SPECIAL ORDER 

Rep. Adjutant moved that HB 35, requiring student identification cards to include the National Eating 
Disorders Hotline, be made a Special Order as the first order of business on Thursday, February 23, 2023. 
Rep. Adjutant spoke in favor. 
Motion was adopted by the necessary two-thirds vote. 

REGULAR CALENDAR - PART II CONT’D 

HB 201-FN, relative to changing the penalties for driving without a license. WITHOUT 
RECOMMENDATION Statement in support of Ought to Pass: This bill will change the penalties for driving 
without a license to a violation, unless the individual is convicted for a second time in a 12-Month period. This bill 
was requested to reverse a change made in 2015. It will revert a first offense of driving without a valid license from 
a class B misdemeanor to a violation unless an individual is convicted a second time within a 12-month period. The 
current higher offense has the unintended consequence of disproportionately affecting single parents, people who 
are economically challenged, and persons who may be new immigrants or visa holders who are still learning our 
laws. An example of the enhanced nature of a misdemeanor would also require job applicants to “check the box” 
indicating a criminal charge, thus potentially preventing them from being employed. Chang ing this penalty back to a 
violation for a first offence would help alleviate the overloaded court system for a relatively minor offense and 
would not have an impact on subsequent offences within a 12-month period. 

Rep. Loren Selig 

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: After hearing testimony from the several Representatives in 
support of this bill, as well as from the State Police, half of the committee found the bill should be found 
Inexpedient to Legislate. We believe that it is a privilege to operate a motor vehicle on a public way in New 
Hampshire. Operating one is a serious responsibility and even if done correctly, can result in accidents with  
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serious bodily injury or death. The purpose the state issuing an operator’s license, is to ensure proficiency in 
actual driving and a basic understanding of motor vehicle laws and the rules of the road. There is a distinct 
difference between driving with an expired operator’s license, versus driving without ever having obtained a 
license at all. An expired license is still proof that the holder was tested and proved themselves competent to 
drive. Unlicensed operators have no such proof. Unlicensed operators also potentially put other s at risk by 
leaving them without insurance coverage in the event of a motor vehicle accident, as many insurers will not 
provide coverage for unlicensed operators. Testimony revealed an apparent lack of understanding by sponsors 
and some committee members with regard to the penalties for unlicensed operation. Some seemed to believe 
that a first offense for unlicensed operation was a felony or carried potential jail time. In reality, it is a class B 
misdemeanor with no potential jail time and a fine of up to  $1,200. A violation, which the sponsors advocate 
the penalty should be, is not a crime at all, but one can still be arrested and fined up to $1,000. This bill, if 
passed, would be a step backwards for public safety by taking away from the seriousness of t he offense and 
with it, the incentive to follow the law. Passing this bill would make the streets of New Hampshire less safe 
for everyone. 

Rep. Jonathan Stone 

Rep. Selig moved Ought to Pass and spoke in favor. Rep. 
Rhodes spoke against. 
On a division vote, with 190 members having voted in the affirmative, and 165 in the negative, the motion was 
adopted and the bill was ordered to third reading. 

HB 581-FN, repealing the controlled drug act and establishing a committee to study the policy and statutory changes 
necessary to implement the repeal. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Karen Reid for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The controlled drug act was establ ished in 1970 and 
with amendments has served as an important guide to both health care providers and law enforcement. The 
current opioid crisis is evidence of why some substances must be controlled in order for a free society to 
function safely. Even though illegal and with the risk of arrest and incarceration, thousands of people have 
overdosed and died. The majority believes that the number of deaths would be far greater were there no 
mechanism at all to interdict the availability of these substances. The  majority believes that drug use rarely 
ever only effects just the users, be it someone killed in an automobile accident because of impaired opera tion 
or simply the cost of public resources required to provide care for those who overdose or lose their job s and 
cannot sustain themselves and their families. At the time of the drafting of the United States and New 
Hampshire Constitutions the framers were well aware of substances such as opium, alcohol, and marijuana, 
yet saw no reason to specifically prohibit the government from controlling their use and availability as it did 
with arms, nor has society since supported such an amendment. Vote 17 -3. 

The question being adoption of the committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate.  
Rep. Wheeler spoke against. 
Rep. Roy spoke in favor. 
Rep. Santonastaso spoke against, yielded to questions and requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.  

YEAS 286 - NAYS 70 

YEAS - 286  

BELKNAP 
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Dumais, Russell 
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki Nagel, David Ploszaj, Tom 
Smart, Lisa Terry, Paul Varney, Peter 

CARROLL 
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Burroughs, Anita Cordelli, Glenn 
Crawford, Karel Paige, David MacDonald, John McAleer, Chris 
McConkey, Mark Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard Woodcock, Stephen 

CHESHIRE 
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru 
Eaton, Daniel Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas Jones, Philip 
Newell, Jodi Parshall, Lucius Qualey, James Rhodes, Jennifer 
Schapiro, Joe Tatro, Bruce Weber, Lucy Nutting, Zachary 

COOS 
Davis, Arnold Kelley, Eamon Merner, Troy Noël, Henry 
Ouellet, Mike Tierney, James 

GRAFTON 
Adjutant, Joshua Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Bolton, Bill 
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Brown, Carroll Cormen, Thomas Coulon, Matthew Fellows, Sallie 
Greeson, Jeffrey Hakken-Phillips, Mary Hoyt, Tommy Murphy, James 
Ladd, Rick Massimilla, Linda Morse, Corinne Muirhead, Russell 
Rochefort, David Sellers, John Simon, Matthew Stavis, Laurel 
Stringham, Jerry 

HILLSBOROUGH 
Abare, Kimberly Alexander, Joe Ammon, Keith King, Bill 
Baroody, Benjamin Beaulieu, Jane Berry, Ross Boehm, Ralph 
Bouchard, Donald Calabro, Karen Colcombe, Riché Cornell, Patricia 
Creighton, Jim Kelley, Diane Darby, Will DiSilvestro, Linda 
Dutzy, Sherry Elberger, Susan Erf, Keith Davis, Fred 
Freitas, Mary Griffin, Gerald Gagne, Larry Goley, Jeffrey 
Gorski, Ted Gregg, Alicia Grill, Jessica Hamer, Heidi 
Harriott-Gathright, Linda Healey, Robert Heath, Mary Herbert, Christopher 
Infantine, William Jack, Martin Juris, Louis Kennedy, Stephen 
Kenny, Catherine Kofalt, Jim Foxx, Loren Gould, Linda 
Sanborn, Laurie Lanza, Judi Lascelles, Richard Leapley, Nicole 
LeClerc, Daniel Long, Patrick Howard, Molly Murray, Megan 
Mangipudi, Latha Mazur, Lisa McGough, Tim Ming, Ben 
Mooney, Maureen Moulton, Candace Murphy, Nancy Noble, Kristin 
Notter, Jeanine Nutter-Upham, Frances O’Brien, Michael Panek, Sandra 
Pauer, Diane Pedersen, Michael Petrigno, Peter Plett, Fred 
Post, Lisa Preece, David Proulx, Mark Newman, Ray 
Raymond, Heather Reid, Karen Renzullo, Andrew Rombeau, Catherine 
Rung, Rosemarie Ryan, Linda Newman, Sue Seibert, Christine 
Seidel, Sheila Sheehan, Vanessa Sirois, Shane Spier, Carry 
Staub, Kathy Telerski, Laura Tenczar, Jeffrey Vail, Suzanne 
Thomas, Wendy Wherry, Robert Wilhelm, Matthew 

MERRIMACK 
Andrus, Louise Aures, Cyril Aylward, Deborah Brennan, Angela 
Cambrils, Jose Caplan, Tony Carey, Lorrie Ebel, Karen 
Ellison, Arthur Hall, Muriel Hicks, Matthew Hill, Gregory 
Lane, Connie Leavitt, John Luneau, David MacKay, James 
McWilliams, Rebecca Moffett, Michael Myler, Mel Payeur, Stephanie 
Boyd, Stephen Schamberg, Thomas Schuett, Dianne Shurtleff, Steve 
Soucy, Timothy Testerman, Dave Wallner, Mary Jane Wolf, Dan 
Wood, Clayton 

ROCKINGHAM 
Balboni, Peggy Ball, Lorie Bernardy, JD Brouillard, Jacob 
Mannion, Dennis Thomas, Douglas DeSimone, Debra Doucette, Fred 
Drago, Mike Dunn, Ron Edgar, Michael Edwards, Jess 
Emerick, Tracy Gilman, Julie Grossman, Gaby Grote, Jaci 
Guthrie, Joseph Hamblet, Joan Harb, Robert Haskins, Linda 
Hobson, Deborah Nelson, Jodi Janigian, John Janvrin, Jason 
Murray, Kate Katsakiores, Phyllis Khan, Aboul Knab, Allison 
Kuttab, Katelyn Walsh, Lilli Layon, Erica Love, David 
Lynn, Bob Cahill, Michael Paige, Mark Pearson, Mark 
Maggiore, Jim Malloy, Dennis Manos, Zoe McDonnell, Valerie 
McMahon, Charles Melvin, Charles Meuse, David Muns, Chris 
O’Neil, Candice Ford, Oliver Piemonte, Tony Popovici-Muller, Daniel 
Porcelli, Susan Potucek, John Pratt, Kevin Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine 
Quaratiello, Arlene Raynolds, Ned Roy, Terry Pearson, Stephen 
Simpson, Alexis Spillane, James Summers, James Sytek, John 
Dolan, Tom Tripp, Richard True, Chris Tudor, Paul 
Vallone, Mark Verville, Kevin Vose, Michael Wallace, Scott 
Ward, Gerald Weyler, Kenneth 

STRAFFORD 
Bay, Luz Bickford, David Bixby, Peter Burnham, Claudine 
Rich, Cecilia Cannon, Gerri Conlin, Bill Connor, James 
Horgan, James Horrigan, Timothy Howland, Allan Turcotte, Len 
LaMontagne, Jessica Levesque, Cassandra Menear, Hoy Newton, Clifford 
Schmidt, Peter Pare, Gail Pitre, Joseph Selig, Loren 
Southworth, Thomas Treleaven, Susan Vincent, Kenneth Wall, Janet 

SULLIVAN 
Aron, Judy Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Drye, Margaret 
Palmer, William Rollins, Skip Smith, Steven Spilsbury, Walter 
Stapleton, Walter Stone, Jonathan 
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N A Y S  -  7 0  

B E L K N A P  

 

Comtois, Barbara Huot, David Beaudoin, Richard St. Clair, Charlie 

  CARROLL  
Costable, Michael Smith, Jonathan   

  CHESHIRE  
Faulkner, Barry Hunt, John Monteil, Renee Santonastaso, Matthew 
Thackston, Dick Toll, Amanda   

  COOS  
King, Seth    

  GRAFTON  
Berezhny, Lex Sykes, George   

  HILLSBOROUGH  
Lekas, Alicia Murray, Alissandra Nutting-Wong, Allison Bouldin, Amanda 

Chretien, Jacqueline Corcoran, Travis Cushman, Leah Devine, Shelley 
Hynes, Dan Leishman, Peter Perez, Maria MacKenzie, Mark 
Morton, Jennifer Prout, Andrew Sofikitis, Catherine Lekas, Tony 
Mannion, Tom Ulery, Jordan Veilleux, Daniel Wheeler, Jonah 

  MERRIMACK  
Turcotte, Alan McGuire, Carol McGuire, Dan Gallager, Eric 

Gerhard, Jason Gibbs, Merryl Hoell, J.R. Polozov, Yury 
Richards, Beth Roesener, James Gould, Sherry Seaworth, Brian 
See, Alvin    

  ROCKINGHAM  
DiLorenzo, Charlotte Donnelly, Tanya Perez, Kristine McBeath, Rebecca 

Osborne, Jason Phillips, Emily Read, Ellen Soti, Julius 

Sweeney, Joe Turer, Eric Vogt, Robin Yokela, Josh 

  STRAFFORD  
Bailey, Glenn Fitzpatrick, Daniel Granger, Michael Howard, Heath 

Harrington, Michael Kenney, Cam Smith, Marjorie Phinney, Brandon 

  SULLIVAN  
Damon, Hope Merchant, Gary   
and the committee report was adopted. 

HB 643-FN-A, relative to legalizing marijuana. INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Kevin Pratt for Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The committee, after hearing testimony from the 
sponsor, supporters, and members of law enforcement, found this bill Inexpedient to Legislate. The commit tee 
believed that whether for or against marijuana legalization, this bill is not the best vehicle to accomplish this. 
Some members of the committee oppose legalization entirely and other support it but in a different form than 
put forward in this bill. This bill would legalize marijuana possession for anyone over 21 and put the state 
liquor commission in charge of selling it. The committee felt this was too complicated and some objected to 
the state holding a monopoly on the production and sale. Vote 16-4. 

The question being adoption of the committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate. 
Committee report was adopted. 

HB 45, establishing a committee to study student loan forgiveness in New Hampshire. INEXPEDIENT TO 
LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Valerie McDonnell for Education. This bill would require the appointment of three members from each 
chamber to a new committee studying student loan forgiveness. Nationwide, the average student debt for a 4 -
year degree is $28,400 while in the Granite State, student debt is the highest in the country at $39,950. Forming 
another committee to resolve or further research the debt issue is not needed, as this task is better suited to the 
currently existing Public Higher Education Study Committee that has the responsibility to exam ine the goals, 
purposes, organization, and financing of public higher education in New Hampshire. Vote 15 -4. 

The question being adoption of the committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate. Rep. 
Santonastaso requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded. 

YEAS 312 - NAYS 43 
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YEAS - 312 

BELKNAP 
Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Coker, Matthew Comtois, Barbara 
Dumais, Russell Huot, David Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki 
Nagel, David Ploszaj, Tom Beaudoin, Richard Smart, Lisa 
St. Clair, Charlie Terry, Paul Varney, Peter 

CARROLL 
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Burroughs, Anita Cordelli, Glenn 
Costable, Michael Crawford, Karel MacDonald, John Smith, Jonathan 

McAleer, Chris McConkey, Mark Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard 
Woodcock, Stephen 

CHESHIRE 
Abbott, Michael Ames, Richard Harvey, Cathryn Fox, Dru 
Eaton, Daniel Faulkner, Barry Hunt, John Monteil, Renee 
Parshall, Lucius Qualey, James Rhodes, Jennifer Santonastaso, Matthew 
Schapiro, Joe Tatro, Bruce Thackston, Dick Weber, Lucy 
Nutting, Zachary 

COOS 
Davis, Arnold Merner, Troy Noël, Henry Ouellet, Mike 
King, Seth Tierney, James 

GRAFTON 
Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Berezhny, Lex Bolton, Bill 
Brown, Carroll Cormen, Thomas Coulon, Matthew Fellows, Sallie 

Greeson, Jeffrey Hakken-Phillips, Mary Hoyt, Tommy Murphy, James 
Ladd, Rick Massimilla, Linda Morse, Corinne Rochefort, David 

Sellers, John Simon, Matthew Stavis, Laurel Stringham, Jerry 

HILLSBOROUGH 
Lekas, Alicia Nutting-Wong, Allison Abare, Kimberly Alexander, Joe 
Ammon, Keith King, Bill Baroody, Benjamin Beaulieu, Jane 
Berry, Ross Boehm, Ralph Bouchard, Donald Bouldin, Amanda 
Calabro, Karen Colcombe, Riché Corcoran, Travis Cornell, Patricia 
Creighton, Jim Cushman, Leah Kelley, Diane Darby, Will 
Devine, Shelley DiSilvestro, Linda Dutzy, Sherry Elberger, Susan 
Erf, Keith Davis, Fred Freitas, Mary Griffin, Gerald 
Gagne, Larry Goley, Jeffrey Gorski, Ted Gregg, Alicia 
Grill, Jessica Hamer, Heidi Harriott-Gathright, Linda Healey, Robert 
Herbert, Christopher Hynes, Dan Infantine, William Jack, Martin 
Juris, Louis Kennedy, Stephen Kenny, Catherine Kofalt, Jim 
Gould, Linda Sanborn, Laurie Lanza, Judi Lascelles, Richard 
LeClerc, Daniel Leishman, Peter Long, Patrick Howard, Molly 
Perez, Maria MacKenzie, Mark Mazur, Lisa McGough, Tim 
Ming, Ben Mooney, Maureen Murphy, Nancy Noble, Kristin 
Notter, Jeanine Nutter-Upham, Frances O’Brien, Michael Panek, Sandra 
Pauer, Diane Pedersen, Michael Petrigno, Peter Plett, Fred 
Post, Lisa Preece, David Proulx, Mark Prout, Andrew 
Newman, Ray Raymond, Heather Renzullo, Andrew Rombeau, Catherine 
Rung, Rosemarie Ryan, Linda Newman, Sue Seibert, Christine 
Seidel, Sheila Sheehan, Vanessa Sirois, Shane Spier, Carry 
Lekas, Tony Mannion, Tom Telerski, Laura Tenczar, Jeffrey 
Ulery, Jordan Vail, Suzanne Veilleux, Daniel Thomas, Wendy 
Wherry, Robert 

MERRIMACK 
Turcotte, Alan Andrus, Louise Aures, Cyril Aylward, Deborah 
Brennan, Angela McGuire, Carol Cambrils, Jose Caplan, Tony 
McGuire, Dan Ebel, Karen Ellison, Arthur Gerhard, Jason 

Gibbs, Merryl Hall, Muriel Hicks, Matthew Hill, Gregory 
Hoell, J.R. Lane, Connie Luneau, David Moffett, Michael 

Myler, Mel Payeur, Stephanie Polozov, Yury Richards, Beth 
Boyd, Stephen Schamberg, Thomas Schuett, Dianne Seaworth, Brian 
See, Alvin Shurtleff, Steve Soucy, Timothy Testerman, Dave 
Wolf, Dan Wood, Clayton 

ROCKINGHAM 
Balboni, Peggy Ball, Lorie Bernardy, JD Brouillard, Jacob 
Mannion, Dennis Thomas, Douglas DeSimone, Debra DiLorenzo, Charlotte 
Donnelly, Tanya Doucette, Fred Drago, Mike Dunn, Ron 
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Edgar, Michael Edwards, Jess Emerick, Tracy Gilman, Julie 
Grote, Jaci Guthrie, Joseph Hamblet, Joan Harb, Robert 
Haskins, Linda Hobson, Deborah Nelson, Jodi Janigian, John 
Janvrin, Jason Murray, Kate Perez, Kristine Katsakiores, Phyllis 
Khan, Aboul Knab, Allison Kuttab, Katelyn Walsh, Lilli 
Layon, Erica Love, David Lynn, Bob Cahill, Michael 
Paige, Mark Pearson, Mark Maggiore, Jim Malloy, Dennis 
McBeath, Rebecca McDonnell, Valerie McMahon, Charles Melvin, Charles 
Meuse, David Muns, Chris Ford, Oliver Osborne, Jason 
Phillips, Emily Piemonte, Tony Popovici-Muller, Daniel Porcelli, Susan 
Potucek, John Pratt, Kevin Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine Quaratiello, Arlene 
Raynolds, Ned Roy, Terry Pearson, Stephen Soti, Julius 
Spillane, James Summers, James Sweeney, Joe Sytek, John 
Dolan, Tom Tripp, Richard True, Chris Tudor, Paul 
Turer, Eric Vallone, Mark Verville, Kevin Vogt, Robin 
Vose, Michael Wallace, Scott Ward, Gerald Weyler, Kenneth 
Yokela, Josh 

STRAFFORD 
Bailey, Glenn Bickford, David Bixby, Peter Burnham, Claudine 
Rich, Cecilia Cannon, Gerri Conlin, Bill Connor, James 

Fitzpatrick, Daniel Granger, Michael Harrington, Michael Horgan, James 
Howland, Allan Kenney, Cam Turcotte, Len Levesque, Cassandra 
Smith, Marjorie Newton, Clifford Schmidt, Peter Pare, Gail 
Phinney, Brandon Pitre, Joseph Treleaven, Susan Vincent, Kenneth 
Wall, Janet 

SULLIVAN 
Aron, Judy Sullivan, Brian Cloutier, John Damon, Hope 
Drye, Margaret Merchant, Gary Palmer, William Rollins, Skip 
Smith, Steven Spilsbury, Walter Stapleton, Walter Stone, Jonathan 

NAYS - 43  

CARROLL 
Paige, David 

CHESHIRE 
Filiault, Shaun Germana, Nicholas Jones, Philip Newell, Jodi 
Toll, Amanda 

COOS 
Kelley, Eamon 

GRAFTON 
Adjutant, Joshua Muirhead, Russell Sykes, George 

HILLSBOROUGH 
Murray, Alissandra Chretien, Jacqueline Heath, Mary Foxx, Loren 
Leapley, Nicole Murray, Megan Mangipudi, Latha Morton, Jennifer 
Moulton, Candace Sofikitis, Catherine Staub, Kathy Wheeler, Jonah 
Wilhelm, Matthew 

MERRIMACK 
Carey, Lorrie Gallager, Eric Leavitt, John MacKay, James 
McWilliams, Rebecca Roesener, James Gould, Sherry Wallner, Mary Jane 

ROCKINGHAM 
Grossman, Gaby Manos, Zoe O’Neil, Candice Read, Ellen 
Simpson, Alexis 

STRAFFORD 
Bay, Luz Howard, Heath Horrigan, Timothy LaMontagne, Jessica 
Menear, Hoy Selig, Loren Southworth, Thomas 

and the committee report was adopted. 

HB 131, requiring reports concerning school policies on classroom recordings and in-classroom observers. 
INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE. 
Rep. Rick Ladd for Education. This bill requires school districts to report in -classroom observer policies and 
in-classroom audio/video streaming and recording policies to the Department of Education. The majority of 
the committee believe this bill is not needed as school district policies as adopted by each school board are  
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available and open to the public. The New Hampshire School Boards Association provides boiler plate poli cies 
regarding in-classroom policies; however, it should be noted that local boards do modify this policy in 
accordance with local needs. For example, some districts request kindergarten parent visitation not occur 
during the initial days or week. Parents are welcome to attend and observe in classrooms, however, schools 
request that parents contact the teacher or building principal first. There are a number of associated issues that 
contribute to in-classroom policies and in-classroom streaming such as: special education confidentiality, 
privacy of all students, safety, class and building security, and student teaching. Fu rther, all policies have been 
constructed in accordance with RSA 189:68, III, IV, and V (Student and Teacher Information Protec tion and 
Privacy). Lastly, all policies are available upon request through district offices or schools. Vote 15 -5. 

The question being adoption of the committee report of Inexpedient to Legislate. 
Committee report was adopted. 

HB 540-FN-L, relative to adequate education grant amounts for pupils receiving special education services. OUGHT 
TO PASS. 

Rep. Rick Ladd for Education. Most states recognize that certain student populations require additional funding 
to meet state achievement expectations or standards. The New Hampshire education funding formula pro vides an 
additional funding amount beyond base adequacy for students having a special education disability. There are 13 
disability categories: autism, deaf-blindness, developmental delay, emotional disturbance, hearing impaired, 
multiple disabilities, intellectual disability, other health impairments, orthopedic impairments, speci fic learning 
disabilities, speech or language impairments, traumatic brain injury and visual impairments. Within the adequacy 
formula, all disabilities are funded at the same amount; however, it is well understood how the total expenditure 
to educate a school-aged student with a disability varies depending on the type of disability. This bill uses data 
provided by the Department of Education to establish three weighted categories for special education 
differentiated aid. Of New Hampshire’s total special education population that totals approximately 30,600 
students, the category A disability applies to pupils (23,000) receiving special education services for less than 80 
percent of the day, category B disability applies to pupils (7,000) receiving special education services for 80% or 
more of the school day, and category C disability applies to pupils (600) receiving special education services in 
separate schools, residential facilities or home bound hospital placements. The current funding amount for all 
pupils (30,600) with an individualized education plan (IEP) is $2,079.89 per pupil. By applying the weighted 
formula proposed in this bill, the categories would be funded as follows: A = $2,079.89 per pupil, B = $4,729.78 
per pupil, and C = $6,239.67. As with the current funding formula, special education aid, previously identified as 
catastrophic aid, is not a part of adequacy and is not impacted by the weighted adjustments reflected in this bill. 
In conclusion, all IEP’s and corresponding disabilities are not alike. Some IEP’s may require a few hours a week, 
while others may require full time support with specially qualified support. The Education Committee recognizes 
the need for the three categorical areas that is in line with data captured in the New Hamps hire Special Education 
Information System (NHSEIS) for individual students receiving special education and related services through an 
IEP. Vote 20-0. 

The question being adoption of the committee report of Ought to Pass.  
Committee report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance.  

HB 601-FN-L, relative to state participation in the Medicaid direct certification program for free and reduced 
price school meals. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. 
Rep. Rick Ladd for the Majority of Education. Medicaid Direct Certification (MDC) provides automatic en-
rollment in the school meals program for children already receiving Medicaid and whose family’s income 
qualifies them for school meals. Families would no longer need to submit a separate application. MDC will 
provide critical support to hungry New Hampshire students, reduce administrative costs, and limit unpaid meal 
debt owed local school districts. This would benefit our children, school food administration, and com munities. 
The Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and the Department of Education (DOE) worked 
cooperatively with the Education Committee in agreeing to and developing a process that will allow parents the 
option of participating in the Medicaid Direct Certification program or indicating their preference to DHHS that 
no personal or confidential information regarding their participation in the Medicaid Program shall be 
transmitted to the DOE. Currently, there is a significant participation drop off rate once students enter high 
school. Collecting school meal forms is burdensome for schools. Many school staff hours are devoted to 
collecting forms and entering information. As children get older, students begin to discourage or even stop their 
parents from applying for the free and reduced price meal program, or the students will not return the forms 
because they do not want to be seen delivering them. MDC removes the requirement for this additional 
application. States that participate in MDC have greater participation in the school meal program. To date, 39 
states are successfully participating in the Medicaid Direct Certification Program. In the first year of the MDC 
pilot, states saw a 12% increase in children certified for school meals. In the 7 years since Texas initiated MDC, 
they’ve seen a 48% increase. Academic achievement and “full stomachs” go hand in hand. Vote 13 -7. Rep. 
Mike Belcher for the Minority of Education. This bill seeks to enter the State of New Hampshire  
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into a new contract and program with the federal government and expands existing federal programs in the 
state. The purported reason that this bill requires federal assent is that the state is prohibited, by federal 
authorities, from sharing our own information between agencies without federal approval. However, there has 
been testimony suggesting New Hampshire may craft our own program that accomplishes these goals with no 
federal involvement – a path this minority considers far less objectionable. Though the necessity of prov iding 
funding for an adequate education is clearly a matter of interest to this committee, so too is our duty to 
jealously guard our state sovereignty and the due powers of this legislative body unto posterity. It is the 
opinion of this minority that participation in this program serves to further couple this state government to 
federal programs such as those administered through the US Department of Agriculture (USDA). These 
federal programs come with federal mandates that effectively overwrite state law, and the state constitution, 
in binding both this state and we legislators to requirements ranging from child nutrition to course curricu lum. 
In turn, this body is effectively reduced to liaisons from the federal government to our constituents, as we 
pervert our roles such that we are incentivized to push these Federal programs onto our constituents in order 
to achieve ever greater Federal funding, which, in turn, further binds us. These federal mandates make our 
attempts to fix New Hampshire education litt le more than a band-aid on a bullet wound. It is the opinion of 
this minority that this process must not continue to advance, and, in fact, must begin to be reversed.  

The question being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass. Rep. 
Cordelli offered minority committee amendment (0444h). 

Minority Amendment (0444h) 
Amend the bill by replacing all after section 1 with the following:  

2 New Section; Personally Identifiable Student Data Sharing. Amend RSA 189 by inserting after section 67 the 
following new section: 

189:67-a Personally Identifiable Student Data Sharing. 
I. The department of health and human services and the department of education shall share the mini -

mum necessary personally identifiable student data for the purposes of establishing eligibility for any project 
involving federal programs. Such personally identifiable data shall include but not limited to the student’s full 
name, date of birth, gender, and residence.  

II. The department of health and human services and the department of education shall provide appli -
cants relative to any direct certification program the option to elect to participate in the direct certification 
program. As part of the option, the data to be used in the matching between departments shall be made 
available to the applicant.  

III. Prior to the start of any direct certification program, the commissioners of the department of health 
and human services and the department of education shall sign a document developed by the attorney general 
verifying that the data matching between departments complies with all applicable state and federal laws, 
including but not limited to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), Protection of Pupil 
Rights Amendment (PPRA), and the federal Computer Matching and Privacy Protection Act of 1988 (CMPPA). 
Copies of the signed document shall be provided to the state archives, office of the governor, performance 
audit and oversight committee, senate president and speaker of the house of representatives, and senate and 
house education committee chairs. 

3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.  
Rep. Cordelli spoke in favor and yielded to questions.  
Rep. Luneau spoke against. 
On a division vote, with 176 members having voted in the affirmative, and 174 in the negative, the minority  
committee amendment was adopted. 

The question now being adoption of the minority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.  

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE 

Rep. Tony Lekas moved that HB 601-FN-L, relative to state participation in the Medicaid direct certification program 
for free and reduced price school meals, be laid on the table. 
On a division vote, with 161 members having voted in the affirmative, and 195 in the negative, the motion failed.  

The question now being adoption of the minority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Reps. 
Belcher and Alicia Lekas spoke against. 
Rep. Heath spoke in favor. 
On a division vote, with 205 members having voted in the affirmative, and 151 in the negative, the minority committee 
report was adopted and the Speaker referred the bill to the Committee on Finance. 

HB 196, establishing a commission to review and make recommendations on campaign finance laws. WITHOUT 
RECOMMENDATION 
Statement in support of Ought to Pass with Amendment: The intent of this bill is to create a bipartisan study 
committee to review New Hampshire’s campaign finance laws with the aim of promoting the integrity of,  
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and public confidence in, the campaign finance system. Supporters of HB 196 are concerned with the grow ing 
influence of dark money in state elections and want to examine the existing campaign finance disclosure 
requirements in New Hampshire. Legislators have expressed concerns about the difficulty of filing disclosure 
reports, about confusing or contradictory requirements, and the loopholes in the current statutes. The goal of 
the study is to examine the cost of campaigning, the effectiveness of New Hampshire’s present disclosure laws 
and enforcement, the constitutional options available to regulate campaign finances, and suggesting legislation 
to address the issues raised. The study committee was supported by the Secretary of State and was one of the 
recommendations included in the Report of the Special Committee on Voter Confidence. The committee 
amendment replaces the bill and forms a study committee. The original bill formed a commission.  

Rep. Connie Lane 

Statement in support of Inexpedient to Legislate: This bill would create a committee that would study the 
campaign finance laws of New Hampshire and make a recommendation to the General Court as to its findings. 
This is currently the job of the House Election Law Committee and those opposed did not find it prudent to 
form a new committee but would rather form a subcommittee within Election Law. It is the belief of those 
opposed that this bill is needless and the offer to form a subcommittee for this purpose  was extended during the 
executive session. 

Rep. Ross Berry 

MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE 

Rep. Lane moved that HB 196, establishing a commission to review and make recommendations on campaign finance 
laws, be laid on the table. 
On a division vote, with 339 members having voted in the affirmative, and 7 in the negative, the motion was 
adopted. 

REGULAR CALENDAR - PART II CONT’D 

HB 252, exempting agricultural operations from certain municipal noise ordinances. MAJORITY: OUGHT TO PASS 
WITH AMENDMENT. MINORITY: OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT. 
Rep. Barbara Comtois for the Majority of Environment and Agriculture. As amended, this bill is all about 
protecting our farmers and their activities so that they can do their work and earn a living. If we do not pro -
tect agriculture from municipal noise ordinances, they may be prohibited from doing work that needs to be 
done at specific times of the day or night as part of their farming activities. Some feel that we need to restrict 
the activities of farmers engaging in agritourism because of noise that may  result from those activities. This 
places our agritourism industry at the whim of elected officials in our towns/cities who may not approve of 
local agritourism activities and who may try to shut them down. Agritourism means more than just wed dings. 
It is many things, including but not limited to full moon walks with bonfires, caroling, fundraisers, etc. 
Agritourism is an important activity which supplements the incomes of farms that are already struggling to 
get by. The majority felt strongly that we must not put further barriers in the path of our farmers, as well as 
those farmers who employ agritourism activities to supplement their income. Agriculture is not a 9 to 5 job 
Monday to Friday. It is a 24-hour, 7 day a week job. New Hampshire agriculture needs all the resources 
available to keep land open and increase our food security, especially in lean years. Our farmers need all the 
support we can give them to succeed. Vote 12-8. 
Rep. Allison Knab for the Minority of Environment and Agriculture. The minor ity believes this bill, which 
would exempt agricultural operations from municipal noise ordinances, is overly broad as written. The lan -
guage in RSA 21:34-a gives an expansive definition of farm, agriculture, and farming to include growers of 
any size as well as personal residences on their land. An amendment supported by the minority would have 
removed agritourism, such as the use of farms as wedding venues, from this exemption.  

Majority Amendment (0186H) 

Amend the bill by replacing section 2 with the following: 
2 New Paragraph: Powers of City Councils; Bylaws and Ordinances; Agricultural Activities Exempt. Amend  

RSA 47:17 by inserting after paragraph XIX the following new paragraph:  
XX. No “quiet hours” ordinance or bylaw that attempts to regulate noise from activities related to farms,  

agriculture, and farming as defined in RSA 21:34-a shall be enforceable within a city. 
Majority committee amendment was adopted. 

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment. Rep. Knab 
offered floor amendment (0453h). 

Floor Amendment (0453h) 

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:  

AN ACT exempting certain agricultural operations from certain municipal noise ordinances. Amend the 

bill by replacing sections 1-2 with the following: 
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1 Purpose and Powers of Towns; Noise Ordinances; Agricultural Activities Exempt. Amend RSA 31:39, I(n) to read 
as follows: 

(n) Regulating noise, except that no “quiet hours” ordinance or bylaw that attempts to regulate 
noise from activities related to farms, agriculture, and farming as defined in RSA 21:34 -a, with the 
exception of agritourism, shall be enforceable within a town . 

2 New Paragraph: Powers of City Councils; Bylaws and Ordinances; Agricultural Activities Exempt. Amend RSA 
47:17 by inserting after paragraph XIX the following new paragraph: 

XX. No “quiet hours” ordinance or bylaw that attempts to regulate noise from activities related to farms, 
agriculture, and farming as defined in RSA 21:34-a, with the exception of agritourism, shall be enforceable 
within a city. 

AMENDED ANALYSIS 

This bill exempts farming and agricultural operations, excluding agritourism activities, from municipal  
noise ordinances. 
Rep. Knab spoke in favor. 
Rep. Comtois spoke against. 
On a division vote, with 164 members having voted in the affirmative, and 176 in the negative, floor amendment  
(0453h) failed. 

The question now being adoption of the majority committee report of Ought to Pass with Amendment.  
Rep. Germana spoke against. 
Rep. Comtois spoke in favor. 
Rep. Santonastaso requested a roll call; sufficiently seconded.  

  YEAS 266 - NAYS 84 

YEAS - 266 

BELKNAP 

 

Bean, Harry Bogert, Steven Bordes, Mike Comtois, Barbara 

Dumais, Russell Harvey-Bolia, Juliet McCarter, Nikki Nagel, David 
Ploszaj, Tom Beaudoin, Richard Smart, Lisa St. Clair, Charlie 
Terry, Paul Varney, Peter   

  CARROLL  
Avellani, Lino Belcher, Mike Cordelli, Glenn Costable, Michael 

Crawford, Karel Paige, David MacDonald, John Smith, Jonathan 
McConkey, Mark Peternel, Katy Brown, Richard  

  CHESHIRE  
Abbott, Michael Fox, Dru Faulkner, Barry Hunt, John 

Monteil, Renee Newell, Jodi Qualey, James Rhodes, Jennifer 
Santonastaso, Matthew Tatro, Bruce Thackston, Dick Nutting, Zachary 

  COOS  
Davis, Arnold Merner, Troy Noël, Henry Ouellet, Mike 

King, Seth Tierney, James   
  GRAFTON  

Adjutant, Joshua Almy, Susan Baldwin, Heather Berezhny, Lex 

Bolton, Bill Cormen, Thomas Coulon, Matthew Fellows, Sallie 
Greeson, Jeffrey Hoyt, Tommy Ladd, Rick Muirhead, Russell 
Rochefort, David Sellers, John Simon, Matthew Stavis, Laurel 
Sykes, George    

  HILLSBOROUGH  
Lekas, Alicia Murray, Alissandra Nutting-Wong, Allison Abare, Kimberly 

Alexander, Joe Ammon, Keith Baroody, Benjamin Beaulieu, Jane 
Berry, Ross Boehm, Ralph Bouldin, Amanda Bradley, Amy 
Calabro, Karen Colcombe, Riché Corcoran, Travis Cornell, Patricia 
Creighton, Jim Cushman, Leah Kelley, Diane Devine, Shelley 
DiSilvestro, Linda Erf, Keith Griffin, Gerald Gagne, Larry 
Goley, Jeffrey Gorski, Ted Gregg, Alicia Grill, Jessica 
Harriott-Gathright, Linda Healey, Robert Herbert, Christopher Hynes, Dan 
Infantine, William Juris, Louis Kennedy, Stephen Kenny, Catherine 
Kofalt, Jim Foxx, Loren Gould, Linda Sanborn, Laurie 
Lascelles, Richard Leishman, Peter Long, Patrick Howard, Molly 
Mangipudi, Latha Mazur, Lisa McGough, Tim Ming, Ben 
Mooney, Maureen Moulton, Candace Noble, Kristin Notter, Jeanine 
O’Brien, Michael Panek, Sandra Pauer, Diane Plett, Fred 
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Post, Lisa Preece, David Proulx, Mark Prout, Andrew 
Raymond, Heather Reid, Karen Renzullo, Andrew Rombeau, Catherine 
Seidel, Sheila Sheehan, Vanessa Sirois, Shane Staub, Kathy 
Lekas, Tony Mannion, Tom Telerski, Laura Tenczar, Jeffrey 
Ulery, Jordan Veilleux, Daniel Wheeler, Jonah Wherry, Robert 
Wilhelm, Matthew 

MERRIMACK 
Turcotte, Alan Andrus, Louise Aures, Cyril Aylward, Deborah 
McGuire, Carol Cambrils, Jose Carey, Lorrie McGuire, Dan 
Ebel, Karen Gerhard, Jason Gibbs, Merryl Hall, Muriel 
Hill, Gregory Hoell, J.R. Lane, Connie Leavitt, John 
Luneau, David McWilliams, Rebecca Moffett, Michael Myler, Mel 
Polozov, Yury Roesener, James Boyd, Stephen Gould, Sherry 
Seaworth, Brian See, Alvin Soucy, Timothy Testerman, Dave 
Wood, Clayton 

ROCKINGHAM 
Ball, Lorie Bernardy, JD Brouillard, Jacob Mannion, Dennis 
Thomas, Douglas DeSimone, Debra DiLorenzo, Charlotte Donnelly, Tanya 
Doucette, Fred Dunn, Ron Edgar, Michael Edwards, Jess 
Gilman, Julie Grossman, Gaby Guthrie, Joseph Harb, Robert 
Hobson, Deborah Nelson, Jodi Janigian, John Janvrin, Jason 
Murray, Kate Perez, Kristine Katsakiores, Phyllis Khan, Aboul 
Kuttab, Katelyn Walsh, Lilli Layon, Erica Love, David 
Lynn, Bob Cahill, Michael Paige, Mark Pearson, Mark 
Maggiore, Jim Malloy, Dennis McBeath, Rebecca McDonnell, Valerie 
McMahon, Charles Melvin, Charles Meuse, David Ford, Oliver 
Osborne, Jason Phillips, Emily Piemonte, Tony Popovici-Muller, Daniel 
Porcelli, Susan Potucek, John Pratt, Kevin Prudhomme-O’Brien, Katherine 
Quaratiello, Arlene Roy, Terry Pearson, Stephen Simpson, Alexis 
Soti, Julius Spillane, James Summers, James Sweeney, Joe 
Sytek, John Dolan, Tom Tripp, Richard True, Chris 
Tudor, Paul Vallone, Mark Verville, Kevin Vose, Michael 
Wallace, Scott Ward, Gerald Weyler, Kenneth Yokela, Josh 

STRAFFORD 
Bailey, Glenn Bay, Luz Bickford, David Bixby, Peter 
Burnham, Claudine Cannon, Gerri Conlin, Bill Connor, James 
Granger, Michael Howard, Heath Horgan, James Turcotte, Len 
LaMontagne, Jessica Menear, Hoy Newton, Clifford Schmidt, Peter 
Pare, Gail Phinney, Brandon Pitre, Joseph Selig, Loren 
Treleaven, Susan Vincent, Kenneth Wall, Janet 

SULLIVAN 
Aron, Judy Cloutier, John Drye, Margaret Palmer, William 
Rollins, Skip Smith, Steven Spilsbury, Walter Stapleton, Walter 
Stone, Jonathan 

NAYS - 84 

BELKNAP 
Coker, Matthew 

CARROLL 
Burroughs, Anita McAleer, Chris Woodcock, Stephen 

CHESHIRE 
Ames, Richard Eaton, Daniel Germana, Nicholas Jones, Philip 
Parshall, Lucius Schapiro, Joe Toll, Amanda Weber, Lucy 

COOS 
Kelley, Eamon 

GRAFTON 
Brown, Carroll Hakken-Phillips, Mary Murphy, James Massimilla, Linda 
Morse, Corinne Stringham, Jerry 

HILLSBOROUGH 
Bouchard, Donald Chretien, Jacqueline Darby, Will Dutzy, Sherry 
Elberger, Susan Davis, Fred Freitas, Mary Hamer, Heidi 
Heath, Mary Jack, Martin Lanza, Judi LeClerc, Daniel 
Murray, Megan Perez, Maria MacKenzie, Mark Morton, Jennifer 
Murphy, Nancy Nutter-Upham, Frances Pedersen, Michael Petrigno, Peter 
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Newman, Ray Rung, Rosemarie Ryan, Linda Newman, Sue 
Seibert, Christine Sofikitis, Catherine Spier, Carry Vail, Suzanne 
Thomas, Wendy 

MERRIMACK 
Brennan, Angela Caplan, Tony Ellison, Arthur Gallager, Eric 
Hicks, Matthew MacKay, James Payeur, Stephanie Richards, Beth 
Schuett, Dianne Shurtleff, Steve Wallner, Mary Jane Wolf, Dan 

ROCKINGHAM 
Balboni, Peggy Grote, Jaci Hamblet, Joan Haskins, Linda 
Knab, Allison Manos, Zoe Muns, Chris O’Neil, Candice 
Raynolds, Ned Read, Ellen Turer, Eric Vogt, Robin 

STRAFFORD 
Rich, Cecilia Fitzpatrick, Daniel Harrington, Michael Horrigan, Timothy 
Howland, Allan Kenney, Cam Levesque, Cassandra Smith, Marjorie 
Southworth, Thomas 

SULLIVAN 

Sullivan, Brian Damon, Hope Merchant, Gary 
and the majority committee report was adopted and the bill was ordered to third read ing. 

RESOLUTION 

Rep. Osborne offered the following: RESOLVED, that the House now adjourn from the early session, that 
the business of the late session be in order at the present time, that the reading of bills be by title only and 
resolutions by caption only and that all bills ordered to third reading be read a third time by this resolution, 
and that all titles of bills be the same as adopted, and that they be passed at the present time, and when the 
House adjourns today it be to meet, Thursday, February 23, 2023 at 11:00 a.m. 
Motion was adopted. 

LATE SESSION 

Third  Reading  and  F ina l  Passage  

HB 20, naming a bridge in the town of Merrimack for the Honorable Richard “Dick” Hinch.  
HB 491, relative to prohibiting the use of the prone restraint for minors.  
HB 167, relative to nano brewery licensing. 
HB 66, establishing a committee to study non-pharmacological treatment options for patients with chronic pain.  
HB 188, relative to the duration of physical therapy.  
HB 223, relative to prescription refills.  
HB 262, relative to laboratory testing by licensed naturopaths  
HB 325, relative to the controlled drug prescription health and safety program advisory council m embers. 
HB 500, relative to prescribing opioids via telehealth medicine.  
HB 610-FN, expanding the definition of providers who can certify patients of the therapeutic cannabis program.  
HB 611-FN, relative to eligibility criteria for the therapeutic cannabis  program. 
HB 235, establishing a committee to study the landlord tenant mediation program.  
HB 343, relative to release of confidential records of a person appointed a guardian.  
HB 203, relative to publication of annual county budgets.  
HB 237, relative to the date of asset evaluation for purposes of determining eligibility for certain property  
tax exemptions. 
HB 214, relative to limitations on the designation of a portion of the Merrimack river.  
HB 247-FN, relative to protective well radii. 
HB 392-FN, relative to constitutional convention procedures for delegates.  
HB 108, relative to the confidentiality of reports made to the division of children, youth, and families and  
requiring guardians ad litem be appointed in certain instances.  
HB 124, relative to temporary alimony. 
HB 151, establishing a committee to study the issue of unmarried cohabitants, domestic partnerships, and  
common law marriage. 
HB 97-FN, establishing an additional penalty for a violation of privacy.  
HB 201-FN, relative to changing the penalties for driving without a license. 
HB 252, exempting certain agricultural operations from certain municipal noise ordinances.  

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 

Rep. Selig requested Unanimous Consent of the House regarding hate crimes in Portsmouth and addressed 
the House. 
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MOTION TO PRINT REMARKS 

Rep. Alissandra Murray moved that the remarks made by Rep. Selig during Unanimous Consent be printed in the 
Permanent Journal. 
Without objection, the Speaker ordered.  

REMARKS 

Rep. Selig: Thank you, Mister Chair and thank all of you. I know there are some people coming in to stand 
with me. I ask for your attention as we, just yesterday in the wee hours of the morning, someone or some 
group committed a series of hate crimes in the City of Portsmouth. With more than 14 businesses, plus my 
Synagogue, plus some homes and private property spray painted with hateful symbols. I come before you 
today as many of these other people are joining me, to ask everyone to condemn these hate crimes. And as  
there are indications that some of these hate groups have additional plans for additional acts of hatred over 
this weekend, I ask us not only to condemn those acts, but to speak out against hate and to call out all those 
who perpetrate hate and perpetrate these acts. Thank you. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 

Rep. Parshall requested Unanimous Consent of the House regarding the war in Ukraine and addressed the 
House. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

A moment of silence was observed in honor and in memory of the people who have been lost in the war in 
Ukraine. 

RECESS MOTION 

Rep. Osborne moved that the House stand in recess for the purposes of the introduction of bills, enrolled bill 
amendments, enrolled bill reports and receiving messages. 
Motion was adopted. 

The House recessed at 5:00 p.m. 

RECESS 


