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HOUSE BILL 1614-FN

AN ACT restricting the use of coal tar-based sealant products containing levels of
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons.

SPONSORS: Rep. Knab, Rock. 12; Rep. Ebel, Merr. 7; Rep. Grote, Rock. 24; Rep. Malloy, Rock.
24; Rep. Rung, Hills. 12; Rep. Wade, Straf. 15; Rep. Manos, Rock. 12

COMMITTEE: Commerce and Consumer Affairs

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────

ANALYSIS

This bill restricts the use of coal tar-based sealant products containing high levels of polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty-Six

AN ACT restricting the use of coal tar-based sealant products containing levels of
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 New Chapter; Coal Tar. Amend RSA by inserting after chapter 125-S the following new

chapter:

CHAPTER 125-T

COAL TAR

125-T:1 Definitions. In this chapter:

I.  "Coal tar" means a viscous substance obtained by the destructive distillation of coal and

containing levels of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in excess of 10,000 milligrams per kilogram.

"Coal tar" includes, but is not limited to, refined coal tar, high temperature coal tar and coal tar

pitch.   

II.  "Coal tar sealant product" means a surface applied sealant product that contains coal tar

or coal tar pitch volatiles.  

III.  "Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons" means a group of compounds that are byproducts of

incomplete combustion, that include several carcinogens and that are designated as hazardous

substances under the federal Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability

Act of 1980, 42 United States Code, Section 9602(a).  

125-T:2 Prohibition. Beginning January 1, 2027, a person may not:

I. Sell at wholesale or retail a coal tar sealant product that is labeled as containing coal tar

and that is designed to be applied on a driveway or parking area.  

II. Apply on a driveway or parking area a coal tar sealant product that is labeled as

containing coal tar and that is designed to be applied on a driveway or parking area.  

125-T:3 Exemptions. A person may request an exemption from the prohibitions in RSA 125-

T:2 by submitting a written request to the commissioner of the department of environmental

services. The request shall include the reason an exemption is needed. The commissioner may

exempt a person from the prohibitions in RSA 125-T:2 if the commissioner determines that the

person is researching the effects of a coal tar sealant product on the environment or the person is

developing an alternative technology and the use of a coal tar sealant product is required for

research or development.  

2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2027.
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HB 1614-FN- FISCAL NOTE

AS INTRODUCED

AN ACT restricting the use of coal tar based sealant products containing levels of polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons.

FISCAL IMPACT:

The Legislative Budget Assistant has determined that this legislation has a total fiscal impact

of less than $10,000 in each of the fiscal years 2027 through 2029.

AGENCIES CONTACTED:

Department of Environmental Services and New Hampshire Municipal Association


