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Rep. Freeman, Belk. 8
February 17, 2026
2026-0767h

12/08

Amendment to HB 1132

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT prohibiting the display of certain flags and banners in public schools and public
charter schools and establishing penalties for the display of prohibited flags and
banners.

Amend the bill by replacing section 1 with the following:

1 New Section; Display of Flags and Banners Prohibited. Amend RSA 189 by inserting after
section 17-b the following new section:
189:17-¢ Display of Flags and Banners Prohibited. All public schools and public charter schools
shall be prohibited from displaying any flag or banner inside or outside of school buildings other
than the flag of the United States of America, the New Hampshire state flag, and the POW/MIA flag.
I. Flags and banners exempt from this section shall include:

(a) Flags and banners used for instruction in foreign languages, world geography, math,
language arts, and United States history classes.

(b) Flags and banners officially representing the school, including those used at school
sponsored sports and events;

(c) Flags representing a branch of the United States military.

(d) An official city or town flag of a city or town located in the state of New Hampshire.

II. Any violation of this section shall result in a formal complaint being issued to the school
superintendent, who within 5 days of receipt of the complaint shall determine the complaint's
validity. If the superintendent finds the complaint constitutes a violation of this section, the
superintendent shall order the immediate removal of the prohibited flag from school premises,
unless such flag was already removed, as well as issue the following penalties:

(a) For a first violation of this section, a warning shall be issued to the perpetrator of the
offense.

(b) For a second violation of this section, the superintendent and local school board or
governing body of a public charter school shall determine and issue a disciplinary action against the
perpetrator of the offense.

(c) For a third violation and any additional violation of this section, the superintendent
shall report the violation to the state board of education, which shall have the authority to issue

penalties in accordance with 21-N:11, VI.
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AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill prohibits the display of certain flags and banners in public schools and public charter
schools and establishes penalties for the display of prohibited flags and banners. This bill also
authorizes the state board of education to issue monetary penalties for a third or subsequent
violation of the act.



