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AN ACT relative to procedures for the closing of a charter school.
SPONSORS: Rep. Cordelli, Carr. 7; Rep. Ladd, Graf. 5; Sen. Watters, Dist 4

COMMITTEE: Education Policy and Administration

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill adds to the procedures for the closing of a chartered public school, requires records to be
kept either by a chartered public school, or in the event of its closure, by the department of education, for
60 years, and establishes the closed charter schools fund for the collection of transcript request fees.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bo/d italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-and-struckthrough:]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Five
AN ACT relative to procedures for the closing of a charter school.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

289:1 Charter Revocation; Probation. RSA 194-B:16 is repealed and reenacted to read as follows:
194-B:16 Charter Revocation; Probation.
I. After reasonable notice has been provided to all affected parties, the state board may revoke a
school's charter prior to the expiration of its term under the following circumstances:
(a) The school commits a material violation of any of the conditions, standards, or procedures
set forth in its charter application and contract.
(b) The school fails to meet generally accepted standards for fiscal management.
(c) The school significantly violates the law.
(d) The school makes a material misrepresentation in its application or contract application.
(e) The school becomes insolvent or financially unstable.
(f) The school fails to comply with the reporting requirements in accordance with RSA 198:4-

(g) The school fails to comply with state or federal reporting requirements.
(h) The school fails to remedy the causes of its probation.
(i) The school fails to be in good standing with the charitable trust units pursuant to RSA 7.

Il. Written petition to the state board to revoke a school's charter may be requested by the parent
of any pupil currently attending that chartered public school, or by the school board of a host or receiving
school district.

Ill. Before revoking a school's charter, the state board shall consult with the school board and the
board of trustees on the development and implementation of a remedial plan for the school to address
specific areas of concern.

IV. The state board may place a chartered public school on probationary status for up to one year
to allow the implementation of a remedial plan, after which, if the plan is unsuccessful, the charter shall be
revoked. The board may impose conditions on the school's charter that require the school to address
specific areas of concern. Placing a school on probation signals concern about the school and permits
the board to revoke a school's charter immediately if the school fails to remedy the causes of its probation.
The department may require a charter school on probation to establish an escrow account in an amount
determined by the department in consultation with the charter school to pay for closing, legal, and audit
expenses associated with closure should that occur.

V. Nothing contained in this section shall prevent the state board from immediately revoking a

school's charter in circumstances posing extraordinary risk of harm to pupils.
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VI. By the end of its final contract year, the chartered public school shall meet or exceed the
objective academic test results or standards and goals as set forth in its application. If the school does
not meet these results or standards and goals, it shall not be eligible for renewal of its charter.

VII. If a school's charter expires or is revoked, the school shall be dissolved under the provisions
of its charter application and contract. If the contract provisions are silent or ambiguous as to disposition
of any asset of the school, such asset shall revert to the school district in which the chartered public
school is located at no cost to that district, subject to the school district's acceptance of the asset. Under
no circumstances shall the school district be liable for any obligations of the dissolved chartered public
school.

VIII. If a school's charter expires or is revoked, the parent of a pupil attending that school may
apply to any other chartered public school eligible to receive tuition under the provisions of this chapter
adopted by the school district. The pupil's sending district shall not be relieved of its obligation to educate
that pupil in accordance with the district's policies.

289:2 New Section; Charter Closure; Records. Amend RSA 194-B by inserting after section 16 the
following new section:
194-B:16-a Charter Closure; Records.

I. If a chartered public school closes due to revocation of its charter or any other reason, all
records shall be transferred electronically to the department. The department shall act as custodian of
records for all closed chartered public schools and shall preserve these records for 60 years. Charter
schools, if operational, shall maintain student records for 60 years.

II. Student records shall include personal information, entering and leaving date of each school
year, subjects taken during each year, grades, credits awarded, health information, state assessment
results, disciplinary actions, and special education records pursuant to RSA 186-C:10-a.

lll. The department shall provide information on its website about how the request student or
personnel records from the closed charter school.

IV. The department shall establish a fee schedule association sufficient to cover related costs for
the maintenance and furnishing of records pursuant to this section.

V. The department, upon request of the individual concerned and receipt of required fees, shall
furnish a certified copy of the individual's record.

VI. All transcript request fees collected by the department under this section shall be deposited
into a non-lapsing fund at the department, and shall be used for managing the storage and retrieval of
closed charter school transcripts.

VII. The state board of education may adopt rules under RSA 541-A concerning the preserving of
the records, and furnishing copies, including fees.

VIIl. There is hereby established in the department of education the closed charter schools fund.
The fund shall be comprised of transcript fees collected by the department after the closure of a charter
school. The fund shall be non-lapsing and shall be continually appropriated to the department.

289:3 New Subparagraph; Closed Charter School Fund. Amend RSA 6:12, I(b) by inserting after
subparagraph (399) the following new subparagraph:
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(400) Moneys collected in the closed charter schools fund established in RSA 194-B:16-
2 a, VI
289:4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved: August 01, 2025
Effective Date: August 01, 2025



