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Committee of Conference Report on HB 1637-FN, relative to school attendance in towns with no

public schools.

Recommendation:

That the House recede from its position of nonconcurrence with the Senate amendment, and

That the Senate recede from its position in adopting its amendment to the bill, and

That the Senate and House adopt the following new amendment to the bill as amended by the

House, and pass the bill as so amended:

Amend the bill by replacing all after the enacting clause with the following:

1 School Districts; Contracts With Schools. Amend RSA 194:22 to read as follows:

194:22 Contracts With Schools.

I. Any school district may make a contract with an academy, high school, private school,

or other literary institution located in this or, when distance or transportation facilities make it

necessary, in another state, to provide for the education of a pupil who resides in the district

and raise and appropriate money to carry the contract into effect. If the contract is approved by the

state board of education or the school board of the school district in which the pupil

resides, the school with which it is made shall be deemed a high school maintained by the district.

II. If there is no public school for the child's grade in the resident district, the

district may assign the child to another public school in another school district or to a

private school which has been approved for attendance by the department of education.

III. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a school board may

make a contract with any private school to provide for the education of a pupil who

resides in the school district, and may raise and appropriate money for the purposes of the

contract, if the school district does not have a public school at the pupil's grade level and

the school board decides it is in the best interest of the pupil.

2 School Districts; Tuition. Amend RSA 194:27 to read as follows:

194:27 Tuition. Any district not maintaining a high school or school of corresponding grade

shall pay for the tuition of any pupil who with parents or guardian resides in said district, or who,

as a resident of said district, after full investigation by the state board of education is determined to

be entitled to have his or her tuition paid by the district where the pupil resides, and who attends

an approved public high school [or], public school of corresponding grade in another district [or], an

approved public academy, or a private school which has been approved for attendance by the
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department of education. Except under contract as provided in RSA 194:22, the liability of any

school district hereunder for the tuition of any pupil shall be the current expenses of operation of

the receiving district for its high school, as estimated by the state board of education for the

preceding school year. This current expense of operation shall include all costs except costs of

transportation of pupils.

3 School Money; District Taxes; Estimates. Amend RSA 198:4 to read as follows:

198:4 Estimates. The school board of each district in its annual report shall state in detail the

additional sums of money, if any, which will be required during the ensuing fiscal year for the

support of the public schools, for the purchase of textbooks, scholars' supplies, flags and

appurtenances, for the payment of the tuition of the pupils in the district in high schools [and],

academies, or private schools in accordance with law, and for the payment of all other statutory

obligations of the district.

4 New Paragraph; School Boards; Duty to Provide Education. Amend RSA 189:1-a by inserting

after paragraph III the following new paragraph:

IV. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a school board may make a

contract with any private school to provide for the education of a pupil who resides in the school

district, and may raise and appropriate money for the purposes of the contract, if the school district

does not have a public school at the pupil's grade level and the school board decides it is in the best

interest of the pupil.

5 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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The signatures below attest to the authenticity of this Report on HB 1637-FN, relative to school

attendance in towns with no public schools.

Conferees on the Part of the Senate Conferees on the Part of the House

_________________________________________ _______________________________________

Sen. Bradley, Dist. 3 Rep. Ladd, Graf. 4

_________________________________________ _______________________________________

Sen. Reagan, Dist. 17 Rep. Hinch, Hills. 21

_________________________________________ _______________________________________

Sen. Morse, Dist. 22 Rep. Jasper, Hills. 37

_______________________________________

Rep. Packard, Rock. 5
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AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill allows a school district to assign a child to another public school in another school
district or to an approved private school if there is no public school for the child's grade in the
child's resident district. The bill also allows a school board to make a contract with a private school
to provide for the education of a child who resides in a district which does not have a public school
at the child's grade level.


