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THE COMMITTEE ON Finance

to which was referred SB 123-FN

AN ACT requiring coverage of ear acupuncture as a
treatment for substance misuse under the state
Medicaid plan.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill

IS INEXPEDIENT TO LEGISLATE

BY A VOTE OF: 6-0

Senator James Gray
For the Committee

This bill would require the state Medicaid program to cover ear acupuncture as a
treatment for substance abuse. DHHS estimates the bill's overall impact on state
funds to be between $1 million and $5 million. The Department has confirmed
there is still no change in the level of evidence backing the treatment. In addition,
current state revenues continue to lag behind estimates. Therefore, committee
members were not in support of the bill.
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FINANCE
SB 123-FN, requiring coverage of ear acupuncture as a treatment for substance misuse under the
state Medicaid plan.
Inexpedient to Legislate, Vote 6-0.
Senator James Gray for the committee.

This bill would require the state Medicaid program to cover ear acupuncture as a
treatment for substance abuse. DHHS estimates the bill's overall impact on state funds
to be between $1 million -$5 million. The Department has confirmed there is still no
change in the level of evidence backing the treatment. In addition, current state
revenues continue to lag behind estimates. Therefore, committee members were not in
support of the bill.


