STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Wednesday, May 14, 2025
THE COMMITTEE ON Commerce
to which was referred HB 457

AN ACT relative to the occupancy of housing units.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
BY AVOTE OF: 6-0

AMENDMENT # 2025-2152s

Senator Keith Murphy
For the Committee

This bill would prohibit cities, towns, and municipalities from mandating that occupants of housing
units be related by blood or marriage. At the suggestion of the prime sponsor, the Committee
Amendment replaced the bill in its entirety. It would prohibit municipalities from enacting and
enforcing zoning ordinances related to the occupancy of a dwelling unit that are based on familial or
non-familial relations or marital status, or restrictions on the number of occupants to less than 2 per
bedroom. Restrictive zoning ordinances discriminate against certain individuals, artificially limit
housing opportunities, and they have an impact on affordability and supply. The enforcement of
building and state fire codes would not be prohibited, and it would not change use or allow boarding
houses.
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FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

COMMERCE

HB 457, relative to the occupancy of housing units.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 6-0.

Senator Keith Murphy for the committee.

This bill would prohibit cities, towns, and municipalities from mandating that occupants of
housing units be related by blood or marriage. At the suggestion of the prime sponsor, the
Committee Amendment replaced the bill in its entirety. It would prohibit municipalities from
enacting and enforcing zoning ordinances related to the occupancy of a dwelling unit that are
based on familial or non-familial relations or marital status, or restrictions on the number of
occupants to less than 2 per bedroom. Restrictive zoning ordinances discriminate against certain
individuals, artificially limit housing opportunities, and they have an impact on affordability and
supply. The enforcement of building and state fire codes would not be prohibited, and it would
not change use or allow boarding houses.



