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THE COMMITTEE ON Health and Human Services

to which was referred HB 358

AN ACT relative to exemption from immunization
requirements on the basis of religious belief.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill

OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

BY A VOTE OF: 5-0

AMENDMENT # 2025-1753s

Senator David Rochefort
For the Committee

This bill provides that a parent or legal guardian may claim an exemption from
childhood immunization requirements on the basis of religious belief by providing a
signed statement to that effect. The bill removes the statutory reference to a form
used for such purpose. This bill is intended to correct an issue and reflect the
original intent of previous legislation regarding religious exemptions by clarifying
that the exemptions require no more than a statement from the parent or legal
guardian and their signature. A committee amendment has been adopted at the
request of the Department of Health and Human Services to specify that it shall be
a written statement.
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HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
HB 358, relative to exemption from immunization requirements on the basis of religious belief.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0.
Senator David Rochefort for the committee.

This bill provides that a parent or legal guardian may claim an exemption from
childhood immunization requirements on the basis of religious belief by
providing a signed statement to that effect. The bill removes the statutory
reference to a form used for such purpose. This bill is intended to correct an
issue and reflect the original intent of previous legislation regarding religious
exemptions by clarifying that the exemptions require no more than a statement
from the parent or legal guardian and their signature. A committee amendment
has been adopted at the request of the Department of Health and Human
Services to specify that it shall be a written statement.


