STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Tuesday, April 8, 2025
THE COMMITTEE ON Election Law and Municipal Affairs
to which was referred HB 265

AN ACT requiring that a public body's meeting minutes
include start and end times of the meeting and the
printed name and signature of the recording
secretary

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
BY AVOTE OF:  5-0

AMENDMENT # 1544s

Senator Pat Long
For the Committee

HB 265 requires that a public body's meeting minutes include the start and end
times of a meeting and the printed name and signature of the recording secretary.
The committee amendment removes the need for a signature because the committee
believes that we are in an era where digital authentication is widely accepted and
that removing this phrase simplifies compliance for individuals and entities affected
by the bill while still preserving the intent. For these reasons, the Election Law and
Municipal Affairs Committee recommends Ought to Pass with Amendment on HB
265.
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FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS

HB 265, requiring that a public body's meeting minutes include start and end times of the meeting
and the printed name and signature of the recording secretary

Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 5-0.

Senator Pat Long for the committee.

HB 265 requires that a public body's meeting minutes include the start and end
times of a meeting and the printed name and signature of the recording
secretary. The committee amendment removes the need for a signature because
the committee believes that we are in an era where digital authentication is
widely accepted and that removing this phrase simplifies compliance for
individuals and entities affected by the bill while still preserving the intent. For
these reasons, the Election Law and Municipal Affairs Committee recommends
Ought to Pass with Amendment on HB 265.



