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THE COMMITTEE ON Commerce

to which was referred SB 175

AN ACT relative to the use of covenants by municipalities.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill

BE RE-REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

BY A VOTE OF: 6-0

Senator Keith Murphy
For the Committee

This bill would have granted municipalities the authority to enforce private covenants, while
prohibiting municipalities and state government from requiring or encouraging covenants as a
condition of zoning or land use approval, with exceptions made for workforce housing developments.
Covenants are legal agreements that are written into a deed, and they are passed on unless there is
an expiration date. They are used to maintain aesthetic compatibility and quality of life. The
Committee believed additional work was needed to address concerns raised by stakeholders.
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FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

COMMERCE
SB 175, relative to the use of covenants by municipalities.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 6-0.
Senator Keith Murphy for the committee.

This bill would have granted municipalities the authority to enforce private covenants, while
prohibiting municipalities and state government from requiring or encouraging covenants as a
condition of zoning or land use approval, with exceptions made for workforce housing
developments. Covenants are legal agreements that are written into a deed, and they are passed
on unless there is an expiration date. They are used to maintain aesthetic compatibility and
quality of life. The Committee believed additional work was needed to address concerns raised by
stakeholders.


