STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Wednesday, March 5, 2025
THE COMMITTEE ON Election Law and Municipal Affairs
to which was referred SB 218

AN ACT relative to absentee ballot outer envelopes.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
OUGHT TO PASS

BY A VOTE OF:  5-0

Senator James Gray
For the Committee

This bill removes the requirement that absentee ballots be placed in outer envelopes unless
they are mailed to town or city clerks. It also allows clerks to open outer envelopes, allowing
applicants time to cure defects. The committee believes enacting this bill would, during a
preprocessing session, allow for ease of processing and increase transparency throughout
the absentee voting process. For these reasons, the committee believes SB 218 Ought to
Pass.

Jessica Bourque 271-2104



FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

ELECTION LAW AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
SB 218, relative to absentee ballot outer envelopes.
Ought to Pass, Vote 5-0.

Senator James Gray for the committee.

This bill removes the requirement that absentee ballots be placed in outer envelopes
unless they are mailed to town or city clerks. It also allows clerks to open outer
envelopes, allowing applicants time to cure defects. The committee believes enacting
this bill would, during a preprocessing session, allow for ease of processing and increase
transparency throughout the absentee voting process. For these reasons, the committee
believes SB 218 Ought to Pass.



