STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE CONSENT CALENDAR

Friday, February 21, 2025
THE COMMITTEE ON Health and Human Services
to which was referred SB 256-FN

AN ACT relative to the affordability and safety of clinician
administered drugs.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill
BE RE-REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

BY AVOTE OF:  5-0

Senator David Rochefort
For the Committee

SB 256 and the proposed amendment addresses the practice of “brown bagging”,
where a pharmacy sends medicine directly to the patient, who then brings it into a
medical facility, often for infusion. The bill would have prohibited payers from
requiring “brown bagging”, as it requires the patient to be responsible for the safe
storage and transportation of their pharmaceuticals until they are used. The
alternative, “white bagging”, has the drug sent directly to the medical facility.
There are pros and cons to each method, balancing cost, convenience, safety, and
effectiveness. The committee recognizes this is a complex issue that both has merits
and administrative and clinical concerns. By re-referring the bill, we can work with
the pharmacies, health care providers, insurances companies, and various state
agencies to reach a consensus and craft appropriate limits that best serves New
Hampshire patients.

Sophie Walsh 271-3469
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SB 256-FN, relative to the affordability and safety of clinician administered drugs.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0.

Senator David Rochefort for the committee.

SB 256 and the proposed amendment addresses the practice of “brown bagging”,
where a pharmacy sends medicine directly to the patient, who then brings it into
a medical facility, often for infusion. The bill would have prohibited payers from
requiring “brown bagging”, as it requires the patient to be responsible for the
safe storage and transportation of their pharmaceuticals until they are used.
The alternative, “white bagging”, has the drug sent directly to the medical
facility. There are pros and cons to each method, balancing cost, convenience,
safety, and effectiveness. The committee recognizes this is a complex issue that
both has merits and administrative and clinical concerns. By re-referring the
bill, we can work with the pharmacies, health care providers, insurances
companies, and various state agencies to reach a consensus and craft
appropriate limits that best serves New Hampshire patients.



