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THE COMMITTEE ON Finance

to which was referred HB 1705-FN

AN ACT establishing an employee assistance program for
small town and volunteer first responders.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill

OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT

BY A VOTE OF: 7-0

AMENDMENT # 2026-1926s

Senator Cindy Rosenwald
For the Committee

This bill helps address a lack of access to existing mental health resources in
communities across the state, specifically to support first responders. HB 1705-FN
establishes a fund to cover the costs of enrolling and supporting first responders
from small communities into the state-provided employee assistance program
(EAP), and outlines eligibility, enrollment, and reporting requirements for the
Department of Health and Human Services. The Senate Finance Committee made
a small edit to the contingency funding portion of the legislation.
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FINANCE
HB 1705-FN, establishing an employee assistance program for small town and volunteer first
responders.
Ought to Pass with Amendment, Vote 7-0.
Senator Cindy Rosenwald for the committee.

This bill helps address a lack of access to existing mental health resources in
communities across the state, specifically to support first responders. HB 1705-
FN establishes a fund to cover the costs of enrolling and supporting first
responders from small communities into the state-provided employee assistance
program (EAP) and outlines eligibility, enrollment, and reporting requirements
for the Department of Health and Human Services. The Senate Finance
Committee made a small edit to the contingency funding portion of the
legislation.


